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Question: <p>Quick! Tag your top favorite byler blogs (as many as you want) and tell my why you love them in one line to spread positivity on the dashboard and make someone's day!</p>
Answer: <p>ooh ok ok i started trying to keep it short but i just kept writing more as the list went on but yay!! (there are many more btw &lt;3)</p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MiejfdJZqKqQKMufs8K3CGA">@willthecleric</a> an og byler, ive followed you forever. ur so enthusiastic and optimistic abt byler ily </p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MWTzCdm7zki1F_HOtv4aA2A">@will80sbyers</a> slay bi mike truther, i love how you respond to hate + you’re italian </p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MSr6OieP8r43wjpqcZbpdvw">@inkycat186</a> i love your art!!! i saw it on insta awhile back and i couldn’t believe how u drew them </p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MPjYbV_f1hroWWARZYFLfhQ">@itsonlystrange</a> most dedicated st fan in the world. the way you wrote several full length episodes and got every single piece of s4 info to make absolutely certain that your work was as accurate as possible. wow</p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MLsmHABYl0xTITyjJd4z6iQ">@artsy-moonwalker</a> let me tell you!!!!! you have been my favorite artist for over a year. literally nothing has captivated me like your art. i am your #1 fan and i go through your work incredibly often. it’s the style that has inspired me most, like i constantly obsess over and refer to your art</p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/Mun9XPvMhT2b5C1PlDpqixg">@awhstrangerthings</a> we’ve been moots forever and i love when you talk about st as a film student. idk if that makes sense but i really love hearing you talk about the film process. i also think it was you who wrote a mike and robin fic and i still remember it had me giggling kicking my feet</p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MW_gbGikJaBbgVLw0Upv05A">@downbytheriversside</a> also mutuals forever (from pinterest i think &lt;333) i love you!! i always tell you this but you’re art has seriously gotten so so so good!! (it always was but it keeps getting better). i really want to talk to you more!! </p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> the parent of all 271k of us. i appreciate how logical and reasonable you are when discussing things </p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MU8GrlBkSfVF-5piKBHxqcA">@henderhop-is-endgame</a> i found your acc recently and you are lovely!!!! carrying the henderhop fandom on your back &lt;3333 i’d love to become friends </p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> literally the most analytical person i’ve ever seen. i remember finding an analysis like two years ago and being like oh my god! it’s a full 5 page essay of byler proof! and then i found your master post and OH MY GOD. it’s a 5 page essay of links to 5 page essays?? </p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MjJ3DTFoiwfHPr8Smma-2eg">@nancysglock</a> an active screenplay writer??? with incredible scenes and takes??? ur also so fun for a reason that i can’t really put my finger on </p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M8hbj7HvQtlyNqy9As9dAFg">@noodles-and-tea</a> the way you make art so often and so well?? i love how you draw st characters (willel!!) and your art overall </p>
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Question: <p>Can you tag anti-Byler asks with "Byler doubt" or something like that? We don't want to see that hate in the Byler tag. </p>
Answer: <p>I usually would only do that if my answer would be considered doubt. I disagreed with that Ask, so I&rsquo;m not sure why people in the Byler tag would take issue with it.</p><p>Like I said in my response, &ldquo;fuck that noise&rdquo; is the best reply when someone says Byler can&rsquo;t happen because the general audience wouldn&rsquo;t accept it. </p>
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Question: <p>One of the many reasons I don't believe Byler will happen is the general reaction. Not positive or negative reaction, this goes beyond that. Regardless of what anyone thinks of Mileven it is one of the most well known aspects of the show among the general public. If there is a twist that they break up and Mike and Will end up together, that would be major news in the entertainment world. I don't believe the Duffers want all the articles after the finale to be focused on a "controversial twist".</p>
Answer: <p>Fuck that noise. The Duffers love to subvert expectations. Mike and El&rsquo;s relationship, while perhaps one of the better known aspects of the show, is also seen an unhealthy by an increasing portion of the audience. While I wish they didn&rsquo;t have to build up the relationship of a poor, abused girl to get to the beautiful gay love story, they have gone out of their way to make it clear that she and Mike are better off not dating. Anyone who still thinks that she and Mike will end up in a happy relationship isn&rsquo;t paying any real attention to the show.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think it's possible that there'll be some kind of acknowledgement to the AIDS crisis in S5? Not gonna lie, i'm kinda disappointed that we haven't gotten it in any of the past seasons (not that i remember, at least)</p>
Answer: <p>Honestly, I&rsquo;d prefer they not involve it at this point. Yeah, it was culturally relevant in the time period of the show, especially in regards to gay men, but it&rsquo;s also a delicate topic that shouldn&rsquo;t be tacked onto a story unless it&rsquo;s going to be handled properly. It&rsquo;s not something to be used frivolously, in my opinion.</p>
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Question: <p>Have you been watching &ldquo;Interview With The Vampire&rdquo; on AMC? It&rsquo;s surprisingly funny and sexy along with well written, filmed, and acted. Just wondering how you&rsquo;re getting your gay/bi-science-fiction-horror fix without &ldquo;Stranger Things&rdquo;. There&rsquo;s also the goofy-horror show &ldquo;Chucky&rdquo;, but &ldquo;Interview With The Vampire&rdquo; is very adult rather than for teens.</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m afraid I haven&rsquo;t seen it. I honestly mostly watch stuff I&rsquo;ve seen before, that way I&rsquo;m not upset if I miss it due to being busy with something else. Overwatch 2 has also been stealing a lot of my after work time lately.</p><p>I did just finish watching She Hulk, though. </p>
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Question: <p>out of curiosity, what do you think the duffers could have done to help mitigate the homophobic fandom? do you just mean making byler canon earlier, or dropping heavier-handed hints/clues/foreshadowing that are harder to dismiss in the show? or are you thinking something they themselves could&rsquo;ve done in real life, like actively going out of their way to support pride month or something like that? </p><p>i&rsquo;m also thinking abt how the show presents itself, on several occasions, to be very anti-bullying and how it prides itself on celebrating those who might be considered losers, weirdos, and outcasts. but because this idea is never really explicitly stated or emphasized in the show, casual viewers tend to gloss over it, or miss it entirely. is this the duffer bro&rsquo;s fault? is this an indication that they could have done more? done better? and do they have a moral responsibility to educate those who are intent on missing the point? </p><p>maybe! i don&rsquo;t rly know how i feel. i love the show, i love byler, and i do agree that there are certain moves the duffers have made that i&rsquo;m not 100% happy with. also the idea of a gay plot twist is kind of&hellip;. you know, fun, but not the best. however, i also try to keep in mind that these are two (presumably) cis straight men and so, i cut them some slack and i immensely appreciate what they&rsquo;re trying to do (assuming ofc they are moving in a canon byler direction). </p><p>for them to establish two canon queer relationships in a mainstream show that i love that isn&rsquo;t centered around queerness??? i could cry tears of joy just thinking abt it, and so i feel i&rsquo;m more compelled to dismiss some of the mistakes the duffers make along the way. </p><p>anyway, sorry that the ask is ridiculously long (feel free to ignore it, or only address a small part of it if it&rsquo;s too overwhelming!). i hope it makes sense, though it might just come off as incoherent rambling - whoops. i&rsquo;m honestly just speaking recreationally lol, but i&rsquo;d love to hear some more thoughts frm you on the subject if you&rsquo;re willing! </p>
Answer: <p>Agh, thank you for the ask, I love hearing your thoughts!!!</p><p>[Re: <a href="https://www.tumblr.com/queerxqueen/696379348605878272/anyway-once-byler-is-canon-imma-have-some-shit-to?source=share">this post</a>]</p><p>To touch on the first/main question - what could the Duffers have done to mitigate the homophobia?</p><p>There&rsquo;s a <i>lot</i> they could have done. </p><p>Within the show, if they&rsquo;re intending to make Byler canon, which I do believe they are, I think that season 4 should have officially broken up Mileven and also have had an undeniably, overtly romantic moment for Byler that the GA can&rsquo;t miss. Even if the final cabin scene had a hand touch rather than the shoulder touch, that would have been enough for me. Because yes, to me, and you, and 250k other Bylers, it has been obvious; but for the GA and Milevens, they have <b>purposefully</b> left enough wiggle room to keep them on the hook. Again, I respect the straight-bait, but if they&rsquo;re prioritizing straight-baiting over protecting their queer fans, that&rsquo;s not a great look. </p><p><b>But to me, much more important is what they could do outside the show. </b>While there are occasional posts about Byler on various Stranger Things social media, I feel like there is so much more that could be done to show support to the ship and its queer fans, especially if it is endgame. </p><p>They could have explicitly and overtly addressed Will&rsquo;s sexuality on all channels after the release of season 4 instead of <a href="https://href.li/?https://variety.com/2022/tv/news/stranger-things-noah-schnapp-will-byers-gay-doja-cat-1235317378/">leaving it to Noah Schnapp</a>. </p><p>They could have explicitly stated in an interview that Will is an equally viable love interest for Mike as Eleven is going into season 5 instead of prioritizing shock value and spoiler avoidance over the wellbeing of their queer fans.</p><p><b>Most vitally</b>, they could have acknowledged/addressed the presence of homophobic fans and bullying in the fandom and <b>explicitly condemned hateful folks as misunderstanding the show&rsquo;s core values</b>. <a href="https://href.li/?https://twitter.com/i/events/1524092327123320832?lang=en">Take for example how Rick Riordan responded to racist fans criticizing the casting for Annabeth &amp; Grover</a>:</p><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>&ldquo;The negative comments she has received online are out of line. They need to stop. Now. <b>Anyone can be a hero. If you don’t get that,</b> if you’re still upset about the casting of this marvelous trio, <b>then it doesn’t matter how many times you have read the books. You didn’t learn anything from them.</b>&rdquo;</p></blockquote><p>After season 4&rsquo;s confirmation that Will is gay, they should have made an outright statement along these lines, that hate is unacceptable and that those who are hateful are fundamentally opposed to the values of the show. Instead they (or at least, Netflix) is more preoccupied with maintaining the general audience for as long as possible, even at the expense of the often-more-dedicated queer fans. </p><p>Really though, I&rsquo;m more happy about a queer relationship being canon in such a mainstream show than I am upset about the lack of support for queer fans, because ultimately, this queer relationship and representation <i>is</i> offering support in a lot of ways. But they&rsquo;re doing this while also spending years allowing some of their biggest fans to be gaslit into thinking they&rsquo;re &ldquo;delusional&rdquo; for interpreting what the show is saying. </p><p><b>I guess ultimately I just feel like, if they&rsquo;re going to engage with queer stories and queer characters, they also have to have some responsibility for mitigating the negative impact they can have on <i>real</i> queer fans and queer spaces.</b></p>
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Question: <p>you could easily write that holkinsschoolcounselor (gotta love this ship name lol) wedding fic yourself you know</p>
Answer: <p>No, trust me, my post this morning was an uncharacteristic burst of inspiration. I am not a writer.</p>
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Question: <p>Jopper's wedding song would be Baby, I Love Your Way by Peter Frampton (also a nod to Winona's movie Reality Bites)</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, I like that. They probably would pick something somewhat older since they&rsquo;re adults, and it also fits with how they bring light into each other&rsquo;s lives.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think in s5 they could have Will move on from Mike saying something like &ldquo;I thought I loved him because he&rsquo;s my best friend and I grew attached to him because he took care of me the most when I needed it&rdquo; or something along those lines? Like, have Will realize that maybe it wasn&rsquo;t romantic love but simply he mistook it for romantic because Mike had always been the closest to him. I&rsquo;ve read that many people (not bylers though) think that&rsquo;s why Will loves Mike and he&rsquo;ll move on. I personally think that this would apply more to Mike and El ironically, but I do think the Duffers could do it as a way of writing themselves out of the corner they&rsquo;ve created. I see no other resolution than byler being endgame but my hopes are low. Having a gay character realize he only thought he&rsquo;d fallen in love because his friend had been kind to him sounds a little homophobic to me, I&rsquo;m not sure the GA realizes that. </p>
Answer: <p>There&rsquo;s something sadly hilarious about the fact that people think it&rsquo;s more likely that Will&rsquo;s love for is result of confusion, but it&rsquo;s somehow totally realistic that Mike and El fell in love after meeting for a week after she escaped life-long captivity in a lab while Mike was searching for his missing best friend.</p><p>It&rsquo;s heteronormative thinking at best, and straight-up homophobia at worst.</p><p>Since I quite possibly somehow coined the term &ldquo;slowburn rejection&rdquo; (still think I saw it somewhere, but people tell me they saw it first from me), I&rsquo;ll invoke it here by saying I don&rsquo;t see a point in spending the entire run of the show building up Will&rsquo;s feelings for Mike if it&rsquo;s going to be a letdown of a resolution. Will &ldquo;moving on&rdquo; or getting rejected just doesn&rsquo;t make sense. People can bitch and moan if they wish, but that doesn&rsquo;t change the reality of what has been built up so far. </p>
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Question: <p>What's the greatest proof that Will may be a psychic to you personally?</p>
Answer: <p>Probably just the simple fact that they keep paralleling him with El and, now, Henry/One/Vecna.</p>
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Question: <p>What exactly is the Mike has time manipulation powers theory? </p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t really know. I can&rsquo;t keep up with half of the insanity around here, anymore. The tag has just gotten too big. I used to be a pretty big fish in a small pond, but now&hellip;</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="213" data-orig-width="400"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b1ea686f0b5816e1f7bde33ff484f80d/2a0151ab091d69b8-e8/s640x960/db551aff2653d6dcbf807260830ed10b659f0893.gif" data-orig-height="213" data-orig-width="400"/></figure></div>
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Question: <p>Do you think the Duffers have realized that the monologue they hyped so much was kind of a flop? I personally don&rsquo;t understand how a professional writer would consider that good writing but maybe I&rsquo;m wrong&#128517;</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m still not convinced that it wasn&rsquo;t simply meant to be a flop, at least in the sense that it wasn&rsquo;t a genuine love confession. With the way I&rsquo;ve seen people involved with the show talk about the monologue, it seems they always take care with how they describe it. </p><p>I really think it may well have been a case where it&rsquo;s a good actor playing a bad one, and that&rsquo;s what makes it such a good bit of performance. Finn had to be convincing in how much he was trying to be convincing. Mike is indeed emotional in that scene, just not in the way the viewer anticipates. He&rsquo;s scared for El&rsquo;s life, convinced in how little use he actually is to her, and, yes, he&rsquo;s still thinking about all of the things Will said in the van. He&rsquo;s desperately trying to come up with exactly what he thinks El would want to hear. By itself, it could be convincing in that he&rsquo;s an awkward, insecure teenager trying to do <i>something </i>to help, except we&rsquo;ve previously seen him effortlessly and sincerely do this very same thing when Will was possessed. Nobody had to prompt him. Nobody had to tell him how he should feel. He needed no inspiration except the person he was talking to. He was calm and focused, despite his terror and despair, and he had no trouble coming up with what to say.</p><p>I think what might be happening here is that they want to do a fakeout here by convincing the audience Mike was finally finding the strength to tell El he loves her, but leaving crumbs so that the eventual reveal would make sense in retrospect. The problem is that not enough of the audience bought it because Finn simply did too good of a job zeroing in on Mike&rsquo;s feelings this season. A large portion of the general audience has noticed what we noticed. They simply drew the wrong conclusion from it.</p><p>The reason some fans think Finn was a bad actor this season is because he did such a good job acting. <i>Mike </i>is the bad actor here. He simply has no emotional subtlety.</p>
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Question: <p>what weird things have you heard melvins say?</p>
Answer: <p>lmao i&rsquo;ve heard them say shit like:</p><ul><li>mike can sense el</li><li>the painting was for the girl from the snowball dance</li><li>will just misses his friend</li><li>mike and el are going to get married in season 5</li><li>mike and el will have s3x in season 5</li><li>the crazy together scene was about midleven</li><li>the van scene was about midleven</li></ul><p>and more</p><p>tysm for the ask!</p>
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Question: <p>have you seen heartstopper and in case you have how did you like it? and were you able to understand the british slang and humor because i sure wasn't </p>
Answer: <p>I haven&rsquo;t seen it, no, but I&rsquo;ve heard good things, and I&rsquo;ve seen posts and gifs about it around here. It makes me wish I had a show like that when I was young.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi, I was wondering what you thought about Hopper's fight with El in season 2? She went outside without his permission, and I get that he was terrified for her safety, but I don't really think his reaction was justified at all. Some of his behaviour during that fight was bordering on abusive, imo, like: him yelling at her loudly, banging the table (I think?), and after El slammed the door to her room, he started banging on the door in a very threatening way. What are your thoughts on this?</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m going to point you towards a post I made a while back.</p><p class="npf_link" data-npf="{&quot;type&quot;:&quot;link&quot;,&quot;url&quot;:&quot;https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/623561462972071936/how-is-jim-hopper-one-of-your-favorite-characters&quot;,&quot;display_url&quot;:&quot;https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/623561462972071936/how-is-jim-hopper-one-of-your-favorite-characters&quot;,&quot;title&quot;:&quot;Hawkins School Counselor's Office&quot;,&quot;description&quot;:&quot;how is jim hopper one of your favorite characters after what he was like in s3 and after him being homophobic to will and manipulative to el&quot;,&quot;site_name&quot;:&quot;Hawkins School Counselor's Office&quot;}"><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/623561462972071936/how-is-jim-hopper-one-of-your-favorite-characters" target="_blank">Hawkins School Counselor&rsquo;s Office</a></p><p>Maybe that will answer your question. If not, feel free to send another Ask.</p>
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Question: <p>If Byler isn't going to happen do you think the Duffers have a responsibility to make that clear now rather than let people get their hopes up for another two years? I know creators don't want to spoil plotlines but these things can affect people deeply. I don't think they use social media much but after scriptgate they have to be aware of the amount of support there is.</p>
Answer: <p>Honestly? The Duffers are past the point of no return with Byler. Right now, the Duffers responsibility is to conclude this story in a way that avoids all of the distasteful gay tropes. I don&rsquo;t see them being able to do that at this point without allowing Will to be happy with Mike by the end.</p><p>They can&rsquo;t really actively discourage fans from shipping it without giving away storylines, as you&rsquo;ve mentioned. The only thing they could do at this point, if it is somehow not the plan, is to avoid including it in any future marketing. That would still be futile, though, as it would only come off as very suspicious after featuring Will&rsquo;s feelings for Mike in promo work before and during the premiere of season 4.</p><p>They&rsquo;re stuck now, so it better have been the plan all along.</p>
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Question: <p>Have you heard of the Mike has time manipulation powers theory? And if so, what's your opinion? </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;ve heard of it, but I can&rsquo;t say I know much about it.</p><p>Honestly, I think a superpowered Mike would be the wrong move. He&rsquo;s a guy going through a sort of inferiority complex because he feels he&rsquo;s not good enough. At the same time, his relationship with El is suffering because he&rsquo;s overvaluing her powers over any other aspect of her identity. </p><p>Mike has an issue where he thinks he&rsquo;d need powers himself in order to be worthwhile. I think the better play here would be for Mike to realize just how important he is to his loved ones exactly the way he is. He needs to be able to succeed as just a regular person. Otherwise, everything he said about how he&rsquo;s just &ldquo;some random nerd&rdquo; who isn&rsquo;t needed by anyone would be proven true, especially if these hypothetical powers ended up being extremely important.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you ship Milkhail?&#129300;&#128514;</p>
Answer: <figure data-orig-height="297" data-orig-width="200"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1c287e137f4831f9597905b4d80e0fa8/d8bec7224a135e21-6b/s640x960/40ff26051785b452833aeed2401f68870112c58b.gif" data-orig-height="297" data-orig-width="200"/></figure>
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Question: <p>Hi! I feel ya. Tbh, sometimes I feel your blog is the one of the things that luckily keep me sane. &#128514;</p><p>It's so hilarious though.</p><p>Being part of the Byler community means analyzing things on a deep, deep level &#128200;&#128270;, wanting positive queer representation &#127987;&#65039;&zwj;&#127752; etc...</p><p>...and then there's the Bald-Mike-Wheeler cults&#128105;&#127995;&zwj;&#129458;,</p><p>the sock anons&#129510;</p><p>the Mikhail-Antonov-conspiracies &#127479;&#127482;</p><p>the Ronaldo-clip-worshippers &#9917;&#127942;</p><p>the tales of the Holkinsschoolcounselor (Holly/Hawkinsschoolcounselor) litebrite wedding &#128105;&zwj;&#10084;&#65039;&zwj;&#128104;</p><p>and apparently the 0aurelion-sol0-was-thought-to-be-German-Mandela effect&#129327;&#127465;&#127466; ( because ngl, I literally thought the same)</p><p>...and the scriptgate dilemma of course...</p><p>&#128514;&#128514;&#128514;</p><p>Anyways, have a good day. </p>
Answer: <p>Thank you. I&rsquo;m glad that I help keep you sane. It seems that ever since the tag exploded in popularity, things have gotten crazy around here. </p><p>I suppose I&rsquo;m not <i>totally</i> above the insanity, though.</p><p>When I tell Holly what goes on around here, she just rolls her eyes. She says nothing compares to the reality of her brother and his crazy Party. She chuckled over us having a ship name now, though.</p><p>Still waiting on that fanfic, by the way. </p>
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Question: <p>The ride isn&rsquo;t over yet.</p>
Answer: <figure data-orig-height="123" data-orig-width="220"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5da56d976d2e1547f549718daf583e04/4a29200a9a9cba95-8a/s640x960/4829098c93f28e6c9d96182675acee2461551e4b.gif" data-orig-height="123" data-orig-width="220"/></figure>
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Question: <p>what's particularly funny to me about mike's monologue failing Again is that the mlvn shippers who want it are convinced that the reason it's failing is bc byler shippers are "too scared to see the truth" but i have seen a number of byler shippers specifically voting for it (at least last week, im not sure if they decided otherwise this time) because they were curious. and yet it still comes in last bc the real truth is that nobody cares to see that monologue in writing lol </p>
Answer: <p>Honestly? I think Mileven shippers are just a small, but loud, community. A lot of people may passively &ldquo;ship&rdquo; them, in the sense that they assume it&rsquo;ll be endgame, but the sort of active fanbase that would follow a poll like this doesn&rsquo;t seem to be there. At the end of the day, that monologue has gotten the least number of votes multiple times now. Even if Byler shippers were somehow actively organizing voting campaigns against it, wouldn&rsquo;t the &ldquo;main ship&rdquo; have a larger fanbase capable of withstanding that?</p><p>Apparently not. It&rsquo;s finished in last place. Consistently.</p><p>You&rsquo;re right about some Byler shippers wanting to see the monologue scene. I don&rsquo;t know how many do, but it&rsquo;s a number greater than zero. That should only make it more likely to win, right? Or, at least, bump it out from last place.</p><p>It&rsquo;s intriguing when you think about it. </p>
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Question: <p>What's your take on the mlvn treegate?</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s not something worth having a take on. It&rsquo;s fake. Enjoy it as a type of fanart, if you wish, but that&rsquo;s all it is.</p>
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Question: <p>Sorry if you already talked about this and I'm just way way behind (very possible), but did you read Lucas on the Line? If so, any opinions? Thanks -- and fwiw, I'm glad you're still posting too ^_^</p>
Answer: <p>I bought it, but I haven&rsquo;t read it, yet. I&rsquo;ve heard good things, though.</p><p>Thank you. My postings won&rsquo;t be as regular as they once were, but I&rsquo;ll try.</p>
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Question: <p>Thought u were quitting. Glad u didn't tho</p>
Answer: <p>Trying to step away from the blog during summer break proved too tall an order considering how much of my free time I spent on it. Fortunately, that led to me having time to settle down and realize that things aren&rsquo;t as bleak as I first thought.</p><p>That said, the school year is starting up again. I may be less active for a while. It&rsquo;s a good thing there&rsquo;s so many more people in our corner of the fandom now.</p>
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Question: <p>How do you feel about asking the actors Byler questions at cons? I've seen a little bit of a debate on Twitter about whether fans should ask Finn about it at his expo next week. Noah seems to enjoy talking about it but Finn has seemed a bit nervous and flummoxed when asked before.</p>
Answer: <p>There&rsquo;s nothing wrong with questions, but it shouldn&rsquo;t be something that the actors should be repeatedly answering. </p><p>I&rsquo;ve noticed that Noah seems to enjoy the attention, and he certainly seems to thrive on stirring things up by giving the fans what they want (as much as he is able to, anyway). I&rsquo;d say he&rsquo;s more or less ok with it, but he also doesn&rsquo;t really have anything else going on, as far as I&rsquo;m aware. Will Byers is probably his most recognizable role, so he&rsquo;s likely happy to engage with fans in any way. I don&rsquo;t have any real understanding of the casting process, but any attention is probably good for getting more roles.</p><p>Finn, on the other hand, has been far more busy. I don&rsquo;t think he wants the romantic outlook of Mike Wheeler to dominate his interactions with fans. He also seems less comfortable in general, with perhaps a bit of anxiety. I could be wrong, but that&rsquo;s the sense I get from him when I see him react to things he may not be expecting. He&rsquo;s not the chaos demon that Noah is. </p><p>I realize I&rsquo;m taking a long route to answer your question. I suppose my point is that we should take an actor&rsquo;s comfort level into account when interacting with them. We should also appreciate the work they do without reducing it down to a single aspect of a single character they play. Other things that Finn could be asked about, for instance, would be the film I hear he directed. If someone wants to focus on Stranger Things because it&rsquo;s just their favorite project he&rsquo;s done, they can also ask about what it was like to film the shootout scene or how it feels to be gearing up for the final season of a show he grew up making. I think that, as long as Finn doesn&rsquo;t feel like fans only care about him because of Byler, he&rsquo;d be fine answering some questions about it to the best of his ability.</p>
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Question: <p>I hate Johnny never told Miguel that he loved him</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah. It&rsquo;s very heavily implied that he loves the kid like his own son, but he still hasn&rsquo;t told him that. This is part of the reason Miguel ran off to find his real father in the first place. Maybe it&rsquo;s something they&rsquo;re saving for the eventual final season, whenever that is. There shouldn&rsquo;t be any doubt left, though, even if they didn&rsquo;t explicitly show it.</p><p>They did do a good job of showing how much Johnny has grown in his ability to be a father, though. He went from having a son he neglected out of fear of fatherhood to having two teenage sons and another child on the way. He had some initial jitters he had to overcome, but he was able to refocus on what was important to him. </p><p>That family is going to be full of love, even if it&rsquo;s sometimes shown in badass ways. When the baby grows up, and Johnny and Daniel are maybe too old to teach, no doubt big brothers Robbie and Miguel will be passing on the Miyagi-Fang lessons to their little bro or sis.</p>
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Question: <p>Have you been able to find anyone to write your little fanfic yet? &#128513;</p>
Answer: <p>What, the one of my wedding to Holly Wheeler? Nobody has written about that as far as I know. Anyone can feel free to do so, though. I can&rsquo;t spill too many details of what actually happened that day, as Holly has that Wheeler temper, but people can feel free to come up with their own &ldquo;headcanons.&rdquo; </p><p>All I&rsquo;ll tell you is that we got married in 2005, and Mike and Will looked ridiculous on the dance floor because they both kept trying to lead. We understood, though. They never had a lot of opportunity to dance together like that, so they never quite got the hang of it.</p>
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Question: <p>Are you team bi Mike or team gay Mike?</p>
Answer: <p>At the end of the day, it doesn&rsquo;t really matter as long as Mike is happy with himself. However, I conceptualize him as gay, and I wrote a post about it a while back.</p><p class="npf_link" data-npf='{"type":"link","url":"https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/625900653239255040?source=share","display_url":"https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/625900653239255040?source=share","title":"“Why do you lie?”: A look at a gay Mike Wheeler","description":"This is a sort of a companion post to Will Byers and Growing Up Gay in the Pre-Internet Era, which I posted last year. I looked into what co","site_name":"Tumblr"}'><a href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/625900653239255040?source=share" target="_blank">“Why do you lie?”: A look at a gay Mike Wheeler</a></p>
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Question: <p>How likely do you think it is that there's never-seen-before footage of Will in the UD from season 1 that they can use for flashbacks in season 5?</p>
Answer: <p>I wouldn&rsquo;t count on it. It&rsquo;s more likely they&rsquo;ll use existing scenes as flashbacks. Do we even know if there is unused footage of Will in the Upside Down? </p><p>What I want to know is whether we&rsquo;ll ever see the scene of Mike biking home in tears after Will&rsquo;s &ldquo;body&rdquo; was pulled from the quarry. If we never see that, I&rsquo;ll low-key hold a grudge against Finn Wolfhard for revealing that such a scene was even filmed.</p><p>I wouldn&rsquo;t count on that, either, though. At the end of the day, there&rsquo;s a reason they cut it in the first place. Maybe it just didn&rsquo;t look the way they had hoped or they felt it was redundant with what came before and after.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi,i have this doubt. The duffers said the ending of st5 will be emotional,that some co producers cried knowing the ending and they can&rsquo;t satisfy everyone with the ending.. what do you think this means? This statements scream to me that someone is gonna die,what do you think?</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t think it means anyone has to die. As far as I can recall, these statements were not made together. </p><p>Yes, the ending will be emotional. That&rsquo;s almost a given. The Netflix people crying doesn&rsquo;t have to mean it&rsquo;s sad, though. People also cry because something is tremendously beautiful. It would fit with what David Harbour said a long time ago, that this ending is beautiful and a long time coming.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="390" data-orig-width="840"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a1b1f9aa53451ad8391075802532bb88/85efd37e1804eb78-e3/s640x960/a95645ef40a6d3c0200a40e396b6eac3f7057f14.png" data-orig-height="390" data-orig-width="840"/></figure></div><p>That said, there is still potential for death. However, the Duffers seem reluctant to be needlessly cruel to their characters. They only kill off someone if it makes narrative sense to them. Eddie, for example, had no real opportunity for a happy ending with the entire town thinking he&rsquo;s a murderous cult leader. Even if he survived, he would have been arrested or forced to live in hiding. The Duffers cited this as a reason they killed him off. </p><p>It&rsquo;s fair to say that the fans won&rsquo;t all be happy with the ending. It&rsquo;s simply a fact of life that you can&rsquo;t please everybody. With shipping being a very active part of the fanbase, it would simply be impossible for them (us?) to all be happy. Many of these ships are mutually exclusive, after all. </p><p>There&rsquo;s also the matter of characters who fans latch onto who they perhaps shouldn&rsquo;t. Look at the responses to Eddie or Billy dying. Billy wasn&rsquo;t an admirable character, and Eddie was apparently never intended to go beyond season 4, but fans latched onto both of them, and they continue to try and justify theories for them to return. Those fans, to some extent, are not pleased. If we see any casualties among the cast next season, there will be upset people. The Duffers are merely saying that they can&rsquo;t take that into account when writing. They know how they want this story to go, and they want to stay true to their overall vision. They&rsquo;ve made changes on the fly when they made sense, but only because it still fit into what they wanted to do.</p><p>Someone may die, but it will only be because the Duffers think it fits the story. Personally, I just hope they don&rsquo;t think El or Will need to die to conclude their arcs. Both of them have suffered immensely, and they deserve to come out on the other side of that pain victorious. After a story of continuing pain, trauma, and loss, I think it&rsquo;s important to have a message of hope and strength at the conclusion.</p><p>It&rsquo;s totally understandable, but I fear many of us read too much into statements like these. Sometimes we need to take a step back and get a better look at the big picture to figure out what it might mean. Sometimes we (and I include myself in this) need someone else to pull us back to get that better look.</p>
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Question: <p>are you aware of the bald mike wheeler cult </p>
Answer: <p>You kids and your TikToks and Bald Mike Wheeler Cults. </p><p>I&rsquo;m just going to let you all have your fun and imagine you all losing your minds when you get older and see &ldquo;young people&rdquo; doing stuff you think is strange.</p>
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Question: <p>You know what I want to see in S5 as much as I want byler to happen? Just Will and Jonathan being the best brothers in the world. I feel like until S4, we hadn't gotten a full season where they're constantly interacting with each other.</p><p>Since it's already confirmed that S5 will take place entirely in Hawkins and it's, like, the end of the world, I hope everyone will just stay together.</p>
Answer: <p>They&rsquo;re already the best brothers in the world, but, yeah, I&rsquo;d like to see more of it, too.</p><p>Jonathan is going to have his own personal stuff to wrap up next season, but I can&rsquo;t see them not finding room for his relationship with his family in the final season. Will is apparently going to have a very important role in the story, as well. However, there&rsquo;s no reason these things have to all be separate. If they&rsquo;re really going back to a season 1 vibe, the Byers family dynamic was a big part of the story and how each member of the family developed.</p>
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Question: <p>I honestly don't know what to think given the fact that took them a week or so to give us the Byler van scene when they managed to release the Steddie in the woods scene one day after the vote. Do you have any thoughts?</p>
Answer: <p>Some people already think that it&rsquo;s part of a conspiracy to hide the &ldquo;real&rdquo; Byler script. </p><p>I try not to buy into conspiracies. We have no way of knowing what&rsquo;s going on in the writer&rsquo;s room day to day, especially given that they&rsquo;re trying to write the final season at the moment. </p><p>Simple answer? The Steddie scene was clearly going to be the winner this week, and whoever is running the script posts likely saw how frustrated people got when waiting for the Byler script. You can&rsquo;t really draw any real conclusions when this has only been done twice so far. </p><p>Now, if another &ldquo;Byler&rdquo; scene wins, and we have to wait a while again? Or if another scene from a &ldquo;fake script&rdquo; wins? Then people can start to wonder.</p>
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Question: <p>That&rsquo;s what&rsquo;s so frustrating though:Eddie didn&rsquo;t die a hero because he didn&rsquo;t die saving anyone, Billy got a more heroic death then Eddie did. Billy is also remembered more fondly then Eddie is because every character on the show except Dustin hated Eddie </p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t get people saying Eddie wasn&rsquo;t a hero.</p><p>The entire reason Eddie ran off alone &ldquo;trapping&rdquo; Dustin in the real world was to distract the demobats. He and Dustin were overrun in while keeping the monsters occupied. Had they simply retreated, the demobats would have returned to the Upside Down Creel House, allowing them to attack Steve, Robin, and Nancy. If he ran, the others probably would have died, along with the entire plan.</p><p>Eddie knew this, but he also knew it was likely a suicide mission. That&rsquo;s why he cut the rope after Dustin returned to safety. Eddie&rsquo;s goal at that point was to keep the demobats busy for as long as he could to give the others a chance to finish the mission. Eddie saved the mission and, in doing so, saved the others. The fact that Vecna&rsquo;s plan still went into motion doesn&rsquo;t negate what Eddie did, and it allowed for Vecna&rsquo;s defeat, however temporary it may be. </p><p>Eddie was a hero.</p>
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Question: <p>Crazy theory time so some people speculated Vecna needs a Kas(i guess he&rsquo;s a monster from DND)and this Kas could be Eddie coming back from death as Kas but what if Will actually become Kas? Sorry for my bad english it&rsquo;s not my first language!</p>
Answer: <p>The Kas thing has sort of taken on a life of its own. It would probably be a total non-issue if Mike hadn&rsquo;t specifically name-dropped him during the campaign.</p><p>How a Kas-like character could be worked into Stranger Things is unknown, and it&rsquo;s a bit frustrating to see some fans latch onto the fact that Eddie was killed by demobats as a reason he could be the vampiric Kas in the Stranger Things world. There&rsquo;s more to Kas than being a vampire who killed Vecna.</p><p>That said, Eddie&rsquo;s body was simply left behind in the Upside Down with injuries that didn&rsquo;t really seem any worse than Steve&rsquo;s. It&rsquo;s suspicious enough that it can easily lead people to think that his death isn&rsquo;t all that it seems. Add on how Joseph Quinn keeps insisting that he was only signed on for one season, and it does seem a bit sus in this modern era of misdirection. I won&rsquo;t hold my breath, though. </p><p>Will being the Kas in this situation doesn&rsquo;t really work, in my opinion. Kas was Vecna&rsquo;s servant, gifted incredible power, as well as undeath, as reward for his service. It was, ironically, part of that gifted power, the Sword of Kas, that led to Vecna&rsquo;s demise, as the sword whispered to Kas to seize power for himself. While Will was granted power by who we now know was Vecna, Will never took an active role in defeating him, only breaking free enough to send a hint to his friends. Will also never even remotely willingly served him.</p><p>While I do think Will is a huge part of the plan, and will play a major role in Vecna&rsquo;s downfall, I don&rsquo;t see him being a Kas here. Eddie would also be an odd choice, given the whole point of his ending being that he died heroically after being seen as a deviant freak and seeing himself as a coward. Honestly, the one who makes the most sense here would be Billy, but he&rsquo;s most likely gone. I don&rsquo;t think we&rsquo;ll have a Kas, at least not in any way resembling the D&amp;D character.</p>
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Question: <p>Is syrup on eggs an American thing? I&rsquo;m from Poland and 95% people here would choose ketchup </p>
Answer: <p>For me, it was always just that pancakes and eggs would share the same plate, so syrup would inevitably mix in with the eggs a bit. It&rsquo;s good. I never intentionally poured syrup on mine.</p><p>Ketchup on eggs, though? Ugh. I only use ketchup for burgers and fries, myself.</p>
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Question: <p>Is syrup on eggs an American thing? I&rsquo;m from Poland and 95% people here would choose ketchup </p>
Answer: <p>For me, it was always just that pancakes and eggs would share the same plate, so syrup would inevitably mix in with the eggs a bit. It&rsquo;s good. I never intentionally poured syrup on mine.</p><p>Ketchup on eggs, though? Ugh. I only use ketchup for burgers and fries, myself.</p>
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Question: <p>What makes you suspicious about the growth of the Byler tag? Just curious </p>
Answer: <p>It continues to grow without any signs of slowing. In fact, it seems to still be increasing in growth rate. </p><p>Unless there are really that many of us hiding in the shadows, something smells off here. </p><p>Of course, I&rsquo;m just an old man who doesn&rsquo;t work in social media, so perhaps I just don&rsquo;t have the expertise to evaluate something like this.</p>
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Question: <p>It's nice to share the byler tag house with so many new people, isn't it? There's always something going on. Did you know? Apparently Mike is bald now. And apparently I'm getting old. &#128514;&#128514;&#128514;&#128514;&#128514;</p>
Answer: <p>This is basically me in the Byler tag anymore:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="4800" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/93b3667160acd5f95a18cd287c72774f/0952a7711719dbdd-82/s640x960/9006db47eaae7040064da59a649a979092af16e5.png" data-orig-height="4800" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></div><p>But, hey, the more, the merrier, even if I&rsquo;m highly suspicious of the rate at which the tag is growing.</p>
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Question: <p>Thoughts on 8Flix/Nick&rsquo;s mysterious new post?</p>
Answer: <p>No clue, but it was neat to see that video that Netflix employees apparently have to watch. The Bojack Horseman fan in me loved how that one woman mentioned Hollywoo. That was one of my favorite running gags from that show.</p><p>The post itself is ostensibly a call to stop the propagation of leaks, which I&rsquo;m all for. The question for me, however, is that leaks apparently had nothing to do with his situation, so why bring it up? </p><p>My guess is that Nick is just trying to divert the conversation away from the fake scripts and onto leak culture. God knows that leaks were rampant with season 4, so it&rsquo;s worth doing something about.</p><p>Or perhaps Netflix sent him that video to show him that he shouldn&rsquo;t count on receiving real scripts from anyone but high level people with the authority to release them.</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 692857358186086401
Date: 2022-08-17 18:17:47 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/692857358186086401
Slug: a-girl-on-ig-noticed-this-funny-parallel
Reblog key: 6rRdv2bf
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>A girl on IG noticed this funny parallel, obviously it's nothing important, but it's still fun.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1158" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/20186ce6e320b256cc5911cb0b4764f2/1c31eb9ae0085ef6-23/s640x960/b6876dfd4453b136e363478859acff2259e0fb35.jpg" data-orig-height="1158" data-orig-width="720"></figure></div>
Answer: <p>I wouldn&rsquo;t say anything is nothing at this point, especially when it comes to Henry and Will. There have been multiple parallels between them, not to mention the implication that Henry was responsible all along for Will being taken.</p><p>It&rsquo;s very possible that they designed Henry&rsquo;s appearance after he was sent to the Upside Down to resemble Will&rsquo;s drawing of Zombie Boy.</p><p>The real question is what exactly is the nature of Will and Henry&rsquo;s connection? </p>
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Question: <p>Related to the friendships question: are there any characters who haven&rsquo;t really interacted that you think would be really good friends based on their character vibes? &#128064; </p>
Answer: <p>The sky is the limit here.</p><p>Mike and Robin: Rebellious, yet sweet with certain people, and didn&rsquo;t realize they were gay until sophomore year. They might as well be the same person.</p><p>Will and Max: I think they&rsquo;d really get each other&rsquo;s history of family issues and trauma.</p><p>Steve and Hopper: Two constantly exasperated authority figures who just can&rsquo;t control these damn kids.</p><p>Lucas and El: They haven&rsquo;t had meaningful interaction since season 1, and I always felt Lucas hated himself for being so mean to her at first.</p><p>Claudia Henderson and Anyone: Seriously. Dustin&rsquo;s mom is one of the sweetest people ever, and I hate the idea that she&rsquo;s just always alone with her cat while Dustin is off on some crazy adventure.</p>
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Question: <p>Dont know if you have answered this before, but what are your favourite friendships in ST?</p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s like asking me who my favorite students are or who a parent&rsquo;s favorite child is. I mean, we have them, but you&rsquo;re not supposed to say.</p><p>The friendships in Stranger Things are honestly one of the bests things about it. It&rsquo;s almost impossible to really rank them. Do I pick Dustin and Steve&rsquo;s big brother/little brother friendship? Robin and Steve&rsquo;s rejected romance turned besties friendship? The Party&rsquo;s bend-but-don&rsquo;t-break bond? Mike and Will&rsquo;s &ldquo;we&rsquo;re totally just bros, seriously&rdquo; relationship? Joyce and Murray&rsquo;s &ldquo;Starsky and Hutch&rdquo; friendship?</p><p>It&rsquo;s nearly impossible. They&rsquo;re all just so good.</p>
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Question: <p>Seriously, someone needs to write a fic where you and Holly are getting married, with Mike and Will and the rest being there too and doing silly stuff or so. I would scream. &#128514;&#128514;&#128514;</p><p>Especially since they'd need to refer to you as hawkinsschoolcounselor the entire time. &#128514;</p><p>I would do it but I'm not a writer. Sadly.</p>
Answer: <p>Mike and Will stole the show at the reception. They can&rsquo;t dance, but they don&rsquo;t let that stop them.</p><p>If someone were to want to write something like this, I wouldn&rsquo;t exactly stop them.</p>
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Question: <p>Thoughts on the alleged Ross Duffer Tumblr account shooting down Byler?</p>
Answer: <p>There is no chance at that being real. It wasn&rsquo;t even all that entertaining as a fake.</p>
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Question: <p>Don't worry. 40 isn't thaaaat old. You're still younger than Holly Wheeler.&#128522;</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m actually married to Holly Wheeler. We had a Lite Brite themed wedding a few years back. I didn&rsquo;t quite understand why she was so into that until last season.</p>
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Question: <p>Are you in your 40s ????</p>
Answer: <p>Old people are a thing.</p>
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Question: <p>Random question, were you aware of the term "Byler" before you joined Tumblr? And how did you learn about it? </p>
Answer: <p>It feels like forever ago, so I can&rsquo;t say I remember. I probably saw it here, but I don&rsquo;t even remember how I found my way here in the first place, so&hellip;</p><p>Old man problems, I guess.</p><p>I do remember there being disagreement over whether it should be byler or byeler, though. </p>
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Question: <p>My main Dustin season 5 theory is that unlike Nancy and Max who&rsquo;s grief was more internal and they were angry at/blamed themselves,his is going to be more external and he&rsquo;s going to angry at everybody else for how they treated Eddie </p>
Answer: <p>I can see it. Dustin wears his heart on his sleeve. It&rsquo;d be consistent with his personality.</p><p>Yeah, I can easily see him getting angry and lashing out at others, but it&rsquo;d be a projection of the anger he feels at himself. I think he&rsquo;s going to blame himself for not being there with Eddie when he died. </p><p>It&rsquo;d certainly help explain nobody else seeming to acknowledge Eddie&rsquo;s death if it leads into something next season.</p><p>It&rsquo;s really going to hurt seeing Dustin no longer his usual happy self, but it&rsquo;s certainly more realistic to the situation. It makes me hope that Dustin plays a role in taking Henry down for good.</p>
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Question: <p>If he returns, do you think Mr. Clarke will eventually find out why he was asked all these "random" things? I always found it strange that he never felt the urge to ask what all of it was about in the first place. After all, he's the one that invented Dustin's very own curiosity door and voyage. I want to see him react to them stranger things. No, actually, I need to see him react.</p>
Answer: <p>I almost want Mr. Clarke to find out what&rsquo;s been happening more than I want Karen to find out. </p><p>It&rsquo;d be somewhat fitting for him to play a role in finding a solution to everything.</p><p>Mr. Clarke: (to Dustin) So, when you&hellip;</p><p>Dustin: Yes.</p><p>Mr. Clarke: And you&hellip;</p><p>Dustin: Yes.</p><p>Mr. Clarke: (turning to Joyce): And <i><b>you</b></i>&hellip;</p><p>Everyone: YES!</p><p>(Scott sighs and pinches the bridge of his nose.)</p><p>Mr. Clarke: Alright, now that I know the world is at stake&hellip; (aside) no pressure&hellip; (to the Party) what do you have to ask me this time?</p>
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Question: <p>In regard to one of your most recent asks, I've seen actual adults be delighted by their 'young sweet love'. For instance, I'm a huge fan of the singer Aaron Fraser-Nash who posts songs about the ST character on YouTube, but his S4 Mlvn song made me feel a bit sick. I really like his content, but I'll admit that I'm a bit disappointed in him. I'm not even mad that there's still no Byler song. It's the way he treats Mike's monologue. Here's the link if you're interested: https://youtu.be/7FLDLggVy8E (don't feel pressured tho, it's really not that soothing.)</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t know who that is, but his opinion holds no particular weight to me, anyway.</p><p>Adults who look at a relationship like Mike and El&rsquo;s are generally superimposing their own past onto it. It&rsquo;s a sort of rose-colored glasses thing mixed with surface-level appreciation. They&rsquo;re not actually looking at the relationship in anything resembling a serious manner. </p><p>If adults want a good &ldquo;young love&rdquo; to fawn over, Max and Lucas are right there.</p>
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Question: <p>Wait, you don't believe Mike would be confronted with his internalized homophobia during his vecnafication? &#129394;&#128555;</p>
Answer: <p>Perhaps, but they could work that into his fear of losing people. </p><p>They could also set up everyone preparing themselves for what they think their biggest fear is. Mike could privately steel himself against the idea that people want to leave him, only to be confronted with something else entirely.</p>
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Question: <p>If Mike were to be targeted by Vecna, what do you think Vecna would show him (as in what is Mike's biggest fear)?</p>
Answer: <p>Losing the people important to him seems to be Mike&rsquo;s biggest fear. This is why he needs to feel needed. He thinks that it&rsquo;s the only way to keep people close.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not a story writer, so I don&rsquo;t know exactly how this would be shown on screen, but Mike having to see his friends, particularly Will and El, disappearing from his life would probably be the worst thing for him to see.</p>
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Question: <p>It&rsquo;s weird because in some interviews they said Will is going to have the A plot of the season and in other interviews they said Dustin is going to be to season 5 what Max was to season 4, so basically implying that he&rsquo;s going to be getting the A plot</p>
Answer: <p>I wouldn&rsquo;t say Max was the A plot. She had one episode where she really had the spotlight, but all the others really focused on El. Max still had a crucial role, but it wasn&rsquo;t enough to say she was the A plot.</p><p>Dustin having a similar role next season would make sense, though I haven&rsquo;t seen that interview. I see him dealing with a lot in the wake of Eddie&rsquo;s death. He&rsquo;s consistently been the most positive one in the group, which is probably related to how he sees himself as always being right. I can see him feeling immensely guilty in season 5  around Eddie&rsquo;s death, as he may blame himself for not taking things seriously enough or considering the possibility that he could be wrong about something. His Max connection could be him feeling guilty about Eddie in a similar (though still different) way to how Max felt guilty over Billy.</p><p>Maybe we&rsquo;ll finally learn more about Dustin&rsquo;s past and why he lives alone with his mother.</p>
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Question: <p>Can I be honest? I don't trust the Duffer brothers when they say that "Will will be central" in s5. I mean, he should be, by logic, but when they introduced Amybeth McNulty to play Vickie, they said that she's going to have "a big role in events to come" and we all know how it ended... 3 episodes with like, 3 scenes?</p>
Answer: <p>You&rsquo;re welcome to your thoughts on the subject, and I can understand the trepidation.</p><p>However, Will being central to season 5 is one of the first and only things they&rsquo;ve said about the final season. They&rsquo;ve repeated that sentiment since then, as well. What this tells me is that this idea is at the front of their mind as they write. They may not have had scripts written, but they did admit to having outlined the whole thing a while ago. </p><p>Also, given that we do have some reason to suspect that they may actually have already written (and possibly filmed) parts of early season 5, it suggests that Will being central may already be set in stone. The ending of season 4 really leans into that idea, too.</p><p>I didn&rsquo;t follow information on Vickie all that much at the time, but I&rsquo;d argue there&rsquo;s a difference between hyping up a new character and making statements about the direction of the writing for a season. The Duffers could say anything here, but they choose to mention Will. Every time.</p>
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Question: <p>Honestly? I get so moody when I see people genuinely convinced that Mike and El's relationship is sweet and healthy. I often find myself wondering if those people are lacking some serious observation skills or if they really don't know better, maybe because they grew up in an environment that led them to believe that Mike and El's relationship is what a relationship <i>just has to look like</i>.</p>
Answer: <p>In fairness, a lot of the people who see it as a sweet, healthy relationship are at the age where they probably are in relationships like that. There&rsquo;s a reason middle/high school relationships don&rsquo;t last, though. </p><p>Our schemas (sort of a mental blueprint) for concepts, such as romantic relationships, start forming when we&rsquo;re young. We&rsquo;re meant to adapt our schemas as new information is encountered, but it doesn&rsquo;t always happen appropriately. As a result, many people will grow into adulthood with ideas for relationships that are largely based on ideas they developed early in life, which would probably be mostly made up of observations seen in their family or in media.</p><p>Schemas are meant to be challenged by conflicting information, but, as we can see in the real world, a lot of people would rather deny that information than put serious thought to how they see the world. Fake news, alternative facts, and whatnot.</p>
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Question: <p>Is Byler still your favorite stranger things ship ? Hope you&rsquo;re well </p>
Answer: <p>Thank you. I am well, even though the new school year is almost upon me. It&rsquo;s almost time to go back to work.</p><p>Byler is still my favorite ship, yes. When their defenses aren&rsquo;t up, they just have such a strong connection and show great affection for each other. </p><p>The more mature state of Lumax certainly was a pleasant surprise. I had very low hopes for them after season 3, but Lucas really grew up. The older relationships left a lot to be desired, though, but that was perhaps by design. </p><p>Jopper has promise, but I need to see how they treat each other once some semblance of normalcy returns to their lives.</p><p>Overall, though, I&rsquo;d say that, currently, the friendships beat out any of the canon romances.</p>
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Question: <p>&#129320; still no van scene </p><p>it's getting a little sus if you ask me &#129320;</p>
Answer: <p>Eh, they never did give a timeframe. The overall silence is pretty sus, though. They never even acknowledged the results.</p><p>If it turns out the script was real, I&rsquo;m going to donate so much money back to Nick in apology.</p>
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Question: <p>The duffers said the ending is inevitable,it kinda scares cause that could mean that to &ldquo;end&rdquo; the UD they need to kill Will off cause he is a part of it </p>
Answer: <p>I honestly can never tell if these Asks are just disguised trolls. The jump to &ldquo;Will has to die&rdquo; has little basis to it.</p><p>Will is a victim of it. He is tied to the Upside Down through circumstance. El is honestly more of a part of it than he is, at least given what we currently know about it. She sent Henry there. She opened the Gate.</p><p>However, I never really hear much about people thinking El has to die. I don&rsquo;t want that to happen, but it&rsquo;d make more sense than Will dying.</p><p>In my opinion, the only one who should have to die is Henry.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think there&rsquo;s an high possibility that Will dies? </p>
Answer: <p>No, but I think they&rsquo;ll play around with the trope.</p><p>They can&rsquo;t make a statement about not killing off Mike because it&rsquo;d be too depressing, but then go and kill a character who has been suffering throughout the entire series.</p><p>If anyone deserves a happy ending, it&rsquo;s Will.</p>
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Question: <p> Do you happen to know what this sock anon thing is about? &#128517;</p>
Answer: <p>No clue. You kids come up with new weird stuff all the time that I&rsquo;m at a loss for. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="271" data-orig-width="360"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b75f800d041fd54b484a531e32620d56/c307980dfd6cc501-71/s640x960/0007233e8ec1979780912e8aa1aa07ab945d1580.gif" data-orig-height="271" data-orig-width="360"/></figure></div><p>Sigh, I remember when I was the kid doing stuff that confused adults.</p>
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Question: <p> Do you happen to know what this sock anon thing is about? &#128517;</p>
Answer: <p>No clue. You kids come up with new weird stuff all the time that I&rsquo;m at a loss for. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="271" data-orig-width="360"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b75f800d041fd54b484a531e32620d56/c307980dfd6cc501-71/s640x960/0007233e8ec1979780912e8aa1aa07ab945d1580.gif" data-orig-height="271" data-orig-width="360"/></figure></div><p>Sigh, I remember when I was the kid doing stuff that confused adults.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you know if they mentioned a specific time for the van scene script snippet release? If not, it's basically the whole nick situation all over again isn't it?&#129336;</p>
Answer: <p>Beyond doing my part by voting, I haven&rsquo;t really been paying any attention to it beyond what people have posted here. </p><p>I&rsquo;m surprised we didn&rsquo;t get it today, honestly. It feels like a Friday sort of thing to do. Post it, then go home and laugh at the chaos.</p><p>I suppose there&rsquo;s still time if they&rsquo;re based out west, though. I have no idea where the Duffers and the writers are located.</p>
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Question: <p>Have you seen the analysis on Mike's discomfort in Suzie's house? It seemed like an unnecessary filler but apparently it served a purpose. Mike appears self conscious all around, corrected himself before saying "holy s**t", and even stepped away from Will at one moment which was probably the first time in the whole show he did that. It seems like a reach, probably is, but what do you think?</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m afraid I haven&rsquo;t seen it. </p><p>Mike does seem to show a certain level of discomfort while he&rsquo;s there. It&rsquo;s hard to tell what the reason is. </p><p>The general chaos of the home clashing with his expectations of a Mormon household? </p><p>Increasing frustration with Argyle&rsquo;s antics?</p><p>Growing concern over El?</p><p>Feeling guilty for admiring Suzie?</p><p>Or, hear me out here, the fact that Suzie should be the exact sort of girl he&rsquo;d be into, but he isn&rsquo;t?</p><p>Mike was the one who touted her as having saved the world. That&rsquo;s the same thing he bragged about El having done in his &ldquo;my girlfriend is better&rdquo; argument with Dustin. It was the only thing he could come up with. </p><p>Yet, despite putting her on near-equal footing with El by stating they&rsquo;ve both saved the world, Mike has nothing more than appreciation and admiration for her. Honestly, it might make him reconsider the nature of his feelings for El. Does he just really appreciate and admire her?</p><p>Couple that with whatever the hell he has going on with Will, and cue the brooding and inner turmoil.</p><p>Suzie is honestly a female Mike Wheeler, too. She&rsquo;s a stubborn fantasy-loving science nerd from a conservative family who has something of a rebellious streak. </p><p>Oh, and they both love people they aren&rsquo;t supposed to love.</p><p>That said, this is all without having rewatched the scenes in question, so I might be off base.</p>
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Question: <p>do you<a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MyrZyT8z4ykGifs2GqZ8X1g"> t</a>hink those who think wills self sacrifice in s5 would be epic and whatnot just aren't aware of the infamous bury your gays trope or could it be that they simply don't give a sh@t?</p>
Answer: <p>Some may simply not know, but I&rsquo;d wager a lot don&rsquo;t know and they don&rsquo;t care.</p><p>There are still people out there who think the only good gay character is a dead gay character</p><p>That said, I&rsquo;m sure there are also those out there who may reconsider their viewpoint on Will sacrificing himself if they knew that tragic endings for gay characters has been a negative and pervasive trope for a long time now. </p><p>Becoming aware of unconscious bias is the only real way to overcome it. </p>
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Question: <p>You think there's anyone who actually suspects or maybe even notices that Mike is putting up a front in terms of his true feelings or his (&#127987;&#65039;&zwj;&#127752;) orientation? </p>
Answer: <p>If anyone, maybe Jonathan. He&rsquo;s been witness to multiple emotional Byler moments, and he&rsquo;s counterculture enough to not be blinded by heteronormativity, at least by the standards of the time. Among the cast, he&rsquo;s the only one who seems to have picked up on Will being gay, so he&rsquo;s probably the only one with a chance at noticing Mike.</p><p>Well, at least until Robin has time to get to know them.</p>
Tags: byler, jonathan byers

Post id: 692311287918706688
Date: 2022-08-11 17:38:14 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/692311287918706688
Slug: the-anon-who-brought-up-jonathan-knowing-mike
Reblog key: 73U775Eo
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>The anon who brought up Jonathan knowing Mike likes Will (he&rsquo;s watched their friendship since he was 8 and they were 5) reminded me of how Joyce is around and talks about Mike. I remember s3 she&rsquo;s so sure of herself when trying to calm down Hopper in her store, that Mike&rsquo;s not someone to worry about taking advantage of his daughter. She also hasn&rsquo;t acknowledged El &amp; Mike&rsquo;s relationship, right? Mike since s2 is like part of her family already,&amp; she has to be aware that Mike&rsquo;s gone for her boy.</p>
Answer: <p>The Byers family in general seems to be a second family to Mike. They all know him so well that it suggests that Mike being at the Byers house was a very common occurrence.</p><p>If Joyce wasn&rsquo;t thoroughly distracted by the Hopper situation, and the Duffers weren&rsquo;t keen on having discrete storylines, I&rsquo;d imagine she would have taken notice of what was going on and tried to talk to El, Will, and/or Mike about it. She has the good sense to not try to force anything when it comes to teenagers, but she also loves her kids (which now includes El, and Mike may as well qualify, too), so she&rsquo;d at least offer to talk about it.</p><p>With everyone back in Hawkins for the 5th and final season, I&rsquo;d imagine we&rsquo;ll get Joyce being a factor in that situation somehow. It might just be her reaffirming her love and support for Will, but I&rsquo;d also love to see a mother/daughter moment between her and El. Perhaps El could go to her for advice on love. I honestly don&rsquo;t know that Joyce thinks Mike loves Will. I&rsquo;m not even sure she knows Will loves Mike. She may have thoughts about Will being gay in the back of her mind, but she&rsquo;d probably chastise herself for being like Lonnie or Will&rsquo;s bullies for thinking so. </p><p>What I&rsquo;d like to know is who might speak to Mike about all of this. He&rsquo;s guarded and defensive, so it&rsquo;d take someone who he not only trusts, but who can navigate his wild shifts in emotion. </p>
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Question: <p>What was the Steddie scene in the woods anyways?? Was it the one in the upside down</p>
Answer: <p>Maybe the one where Eddie was telling Steve how metal he was?</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, eddie munson, steve harrington

Post id: 692217888490323968
Date: 2022-08-10 16:53:41 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/692217888490323968
Slug: you-probably-already-know-that-the-stranger
Reblog key: 7WKd6jv3
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>You probably already know that the Stranger Writers will post some script snippets. Are you looking forward to reading them? If you were to choose the first one which one would would it be? :)</p>
Answer: <p>Probably the van scene. That was the one that the Duffers said they spent half a day on. I&rsquo;d want to know how much of that effort was written in and how much was developed as they filmed.</p>
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Question: <p>Uh what is a react channel and who are Eric Beckerman and Tom Phelan? &#129300;&#128517;</p>
Answer: <p>React is a YouTube channel where people are filmed, well, reacting to things. I got into it by watching kids and teens reacting to things that I grew up with, but are foreign to them, like the NES or old computers. It&rsquo;s neat to see people reacting to that stuff for the first time. That&rsquo;s where I remember seeing those guys. I guess I shouldn&rsquo;t be surprised that the people on that channel have their own social media presence. </p>
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Question: <p>I was surprised &amp; disappointed that these particular things didn&rsquo;t happen: 1) We weren&rsquo;t shown Will &amp; Jonathan&rsquo;s reaction to their mom being in Hawkins instead of Alaska. 2) Also no reaction they would&rsquo;ve had to their mom being with with Hopper, as they&rsquo;d figure out from them publicly holding hands. 3) that she&amp; hopper had been in Russia/prison. 4) so no one besides el&amp; Joyce surprised hop&rsquo;s alive? The audience waited all season for these moments(3 years for #4),but nope- &ldquo;up to interpretation&rdquo;.</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, I was really bugged by how easily that was waved off. That was an extremely dangerous situation that Joyce put herself into and lied to her kids about. What would have happened if she hadn&rsquo;t come back? I can&rsquo;t imagine any of them just being all &ldquo;oh, cool, welcome home&rdquo; about it. The Hopper thing, too, is very rushed. We only see El get any real reaction to him being there, and even that felt underwhelming. The only other thing we get is a casually snarky, but affectionate, exchange between Hopper and Mike.</p><p>I guess when Stranger Things (&ldquo;oh, he said it!&rdquo;) keep happening, nothing is quite a surprise anymore.</p>
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Question: <p>Are you okay, friend? I hope you're not too upset. There's still more than enough proof for endgame Byler. The "scripts" might have been a nice add up but that's about it really. There's so much going on in the actual show. And remember how many casual viewers started rooting for Byler after S4. I'm not concerned at all. I just hope you're alright.</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, I&rsquo;m ok, thanks, just a bit embarrassed by the whole situation. It&rsquo;s still just very odd how everything played out. Part of me wants to find out Nick himself was fooled, that way at least he wouldn&rsquo;t have been knowingly ripping people off.</p>
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Question: <p>So do you think STwriters are deflecting? Maybe something got out that they didn&rsquo;t want to be seen so they&rsquo;re telling everyone it&rsquo;s fake? I honestly don&rsquo;t trust THEM to post real scripts either, knowing how much they like to play with us. </p>
Answer: <p>The fact that Nick just made a &ldquo;How would you rewrite this scene?&rdquo; post, explaining how to write the stage direction and description parts, probably tells us everything we need to know.</p><p>It&rsquo;s actually the deception that hurts more than the script being fake. He had been telling me that he has his sources and whatnot.</p><p>He&rsquo;s previously stated we were getting actual production scripts, not his interpretations of them.</p><p>He either lied or is being forced to make it appear that way. The former is, regrettably, the simplest and most likely. It&rsquo;s one of those situations where I wish it wasn&rsquo;t the case, and not just because I&rsquo;m embarrassed, but because this guy just ruined his credibility.</p><p>It calls into question whether he ever had any genuine scripts on his site. I&rsquo;d hope the deception doesn&rsquo;t go that far, but we just don&rsquo;t know now. For that reason, I suggest that anyone who donated request a refund from GoFundMe. We just can&rsquo;t be sure he&rsquo;s providing what he&rsquo;s been advertising all this time now.</p>
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Question: <p>now when we know that the &bdquo;papa&rdquo; script was fake does that mean the 4x4, 2x2, 3x3 scripts are fake as well? the snowball script?? damn-</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m waiting to hear what Nick has to say. His site has a lot more than just Stranger Things. It just doesn&rsquo;t make sense, especially since this lie could result in the GoFundMe itself being pulled.</p>
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Question: <p>Hey, I have a question and I was wondering you could answer it.</p><p>Ive seen some people call the script fake because in s3 episode 7 during the conversation between Mike and El  Finns improv line made it in the script&#65532;.</p><p>Is there a way to explain why that would be in there but also keep the script legitimacy?&#65532;</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t know enough about the script-writing process to answer that. It&rsquo;s possible that revisions can be made to account for what was ultimately decided, even if it came from improvisation. </p><p>I have no reason to doubt Nick&rsquo;s integrity. I do, however, have reason to doubt the integrity of certain pockets of the internet who have no shame or remorse when it comes to how they interact with others. </p>
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Question: <p>Do you think there's a chance that Jonathan has picked up on Mike's tender and (not so) subtle flirty behavior towards Will which is why he reacts the way he does every time Will gets hurt or is upset? Like, why would he be so mad at Mike if he didn't think something was fishy? They simply could let him have sympathy for Will but no, he seems irritated, stunned and even gets a little hostile towards Mike.</p>
Answer: <p>Jonathan is a protective big brother, but he also knows better than to just intrude into this situation. Will hasn&rsquo;t told anyone about how he really feels. Jonathan is smart and caring enough to pick up on it, which is why he had that talk with Will in the pizza shop. However, since Will hasn&rsquo;t broached the subject, Jonathan will just stand back and support Will as best he can from afar. </p><p>Jonathan has likely watched Mike and Will grow up together and been witness to their strong bond. It must be very confusing to him to see them going through such difficult times. His frustration with Mike is because the boy&rsquo;s behavior is indeed fishy, as you&rsquo;ve said. This isn&rsquo;t the Mike he remembers, and it&rsquo;s such an extreme departure that he doesn&rsquo;t know what to do with it. However, as angry as he is with how Mike is treating Will, he knows that he can&rsquo;t do anything about it. It&rsquo;s up to Will how things proceed.</p><p>What I&rsquo;d like to know is if Jonathan has connected what&rsquo;s going on with them with what&rsquo;s going on with him and Nancy. The whole &ldquo;slow motion breakup&rdquo; could easily apply to Mike and Will, too. The Byers boys are always so quick to sacrifice their own needs for the ones they love.</p>
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Question: <p>I've seen people say they wouldn't like Will to have powers because then it'd seem like Mike only loves Will because he'd be "superhero" too (just like with El). But I don't get why people make everything about byler. Will having powers would be part of his individual story arc. It's not about Mike at all. </p><p>Similarly, maybe Will's story arc is about coming to terms with who he is, building his self worth, and accepting himself. After seeing the "I hate who I am" line, that's what I want for Will. I dont care if Mike reciprocates or not.</p>
Answer: <p>It would complicate matters, that much is true. However, we&rsquo;ve seen Mike show affection for Will without knowing he has any special powers. Mike appreciates Will for who he is. </p><p>They&rsquo;d have to be careful how they develop such a storyline, but it can be done as long as they&rsquo;re clear in showing that Mike&rsquo;s feelings for Will existed well before he found out about any powers.</p><p>Will being the only character without a real love interest would be highly disappointing considering they&rsquo;ve spent the entire series building up his feelings for Mike. It&rsquo;s also problematic when you think about how the only other currently canonically gay character, Robin, has a love interest who is, as yet, very undeveloped.</p><p>The last thing the Duffers will want to do is present gay relationships as inferior by giving them nearly no development and/or unequal on-screen displays of affection.</p><p>I do think that Will needs to learn to accept himself first and foremost, with his relationship with Mike being secondary. It doesn&rsquo;t mean one can&rsquo;t build into the other, though.</p>
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Question: <p>If Byler doesn't happen, how do you think the media will react to Will's character arc at the end of Stranger Things? Do you think they'll agree with those of us that feel it's exploiting a gay character's misery or will they praise it for being "realistic?"</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;d wager most of the media would praise the Duffers for showing the &ldquo;real pain of being gay in the 80s.&rdquo;</p><p>The problem is that we&rsquo;ve seen that story before. Many times. It&rsquo;s not praiseworthy.</p>
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Question: <p>Something that's keeping me up at night: the fact that MBB seems genuinely obsessed with Mikeven and their "romantic" relationship. I don't get it because she's literally portraying El and El has been treated terribly by Mike and really didn't seem happy - even after Mike's speech. Especially then. Their  season 4 arc was some major catastrophe. I'd like to think that actors need to be able to at least somewhat relate to their characters to portray them in a believable way but I don't even know.</p>
Answer: <p>I wouldn&rsquo;t worry about it. At this point, I really see it as a bit she&rsquo;s playing. I saw that she reacted to someone asking about Byler with something like &ldquo;no, Mike&rsquo;s mine!,&rdquo; and it seemed so over the top that it had to be a joke. She has fans she has to keep happy, though. It&rsquo;s the same reason that Noah talks about Byler now that he&rsquo;s allowed to. It&rsquo;s just what the fans want, and it brings attention to them and their careers.</p><p>The only thing that worries me with Millie is how she&rsquo;s talked about El&rsquo;s relationship with Brenner. Sometimes I wonder if she has trouble separating an actor from their character, as I know she has a good relationship with Matthew Modine.</p>
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Question: <p>Jesus Christ, I just found out that Reddit is indeed very bylerphobic. I'm actually feeling a little sick right now. Do you think the cast and writers are even aware of Tumblr? I mean our tag (and Byler in general) has been gaining so many followers (and fans) ever since S4 came out so-</p>
Answer: <p>Reddit is a cesspool, and it probably has a lot to do with the up/down voting on posts. It&rsquo;s a system that encourages groupthink, and we can plainly see what sort of viewpoint has the power on the Stranger Things Reddit. This essentially drives away dissenting viewpoints, as their posts are only buried and downvoted, further exacerbating the problem.</p><p>Tumblr may be small potatoes, but at least people are free to express viewpoints with minimal hassle.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t think most people on the show are aware of Tumblr, as, from a marketing perspective, it just doesn&rsquo;t have the footprint that something like Instagram, Twitter, or TikTok have. Though, perhaps it&rsquo;s more accurate to say that, if they do know about Tumblr, they just don&rsquo;t care enough about it to know what goes on here.</p>
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Question: <p>I've been reading some of your behavior analysis posts so I wanted to get your thoughts on something that's been rattling around in my mind for a bit. Will is often a mediator and is adverse to conflict, which likely stems from growing up with Lonnie. The only exception is Mike, and I feel like that speaks volumes about their relationship. That Will is comfortable enough with Mike to show his displeasure. <br>Anyway love your blog &lt;3</p>
Answer: <p>It really speaks to the depth of their 10 year friendship. </p><p>Mike and Will were not friends of convenience, otherwise they would have legitimately drifted apart after Will moved away. While it may have seemed that way at first glance, the subtext (and the scripts) have shown us that it was more an issue of insecurity and miscommunication on both of their parts. Will thought that Mike didn&rsquo;t care because El got letters and he only got a couple of phone calls. However, Will <i>doesn&rsquo;t </i>know that Mike apparently tried calling enough times that he constantly whined about Joyce&rsquo;s job tying up the phone line. Meanwhile, Will seemed to be too insecure to reach out himself, having thought by then that Mike just only cared about El. This ended up being months of feelings rejected and alone slowly eating away at Will (and Mike, too!).</p><p>We&rsquo;ve known Will to be someone who shies away from confrontation, and, yeah, it may well stem from Lonnie. I&rsquo;m sure his history with bullying has something to do with it, as well. He&rsquo;s also just a mild mannered and kind person, if a bit snarky at times. He&rsquo;s the sort of person who when he gets mad you listen, as it&rsquo;s a huge departure from his usual behavior. </p><p>He feels safe enough with Mike to get mad at him, yes, but it still takes a lot. Ironically, if he wasn&rsquo;t so prone to bottling up his negative feelings (out of selflessness), he may have confronted Mike far earlier. They&rsquo;re usually so comfortable with each other that the discomfort they had throughout so much of season 4 shows us just how <i>wrong </i>the whole situation was.</p><p>It&rsquo;s exceptionally tragic that Mike and Will essentially both thought the other didn&rsquo;t care after the move. It&rsquo;s even more exceptionally tragic that Will cares so little for himself that he was willing to just take it until he reached a breaking point.</p><p>I really hope that Mike and Will&rsquo;s relationship is truly on a path to recovery, as they both need that special person they feel comfortable enough with to be open and honest. We saw glimpses of it in season 4, but it was still cautious, with both of them edging closer, only to back away again.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi,</p><p>This has nothing to do with Stranger Things but since you're bi do you consider Bye Bye B... well, Bi Bi Bi the unofficial official Bi anthem?</p>
Answer: <p>I assume you&rsquo;re referring to the NSync song?</p><p>Eh, I remember when that came out. It was everywhere. I don&rsquo;t personally care for it. </p>
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Question: <p>Hey, do you know why everyone has been using that Ronaldo video lately? What does he have to do with Byler? I don't get it but maybe I'm just a bit dense xD</p>
Answer: <p>You mean that one that looks like him at an award ceremony?</p><p>My guess would be because people plan to celebrate as if they&rsquo;ve won something when and if Byler happens in season 5.</p>
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Question: <p>Kinda random but do you ship Eric Beckerman and Tom Phelan?</p>
Answer: <p>I had to look up who these people even are. I actually remember seeing the both of them on the React channel on YouTube, though I wasn&rsquo;t familiar with them outside of that.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t like to ship real people. Their personal and romantic lives are none of my business.</p>
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Question: <p>What is Brenner's IQ ?</p>
Answer: <p>Good question. It&rsquo;s impossible to say with any certainty, but there&rsquo;s evidence available to reasonably speculate. </p><p>We know that Dr. Martin Brenner holds himself in very high regard. He considers himself something of a genius, which is hinted at in the show and (I think) flat out stated in the novel, <i>Suspicious Minds</i>. </p><p>On the other hand, Henry Creel considers Brenner to be very ordinary. Now, in the case of the latter, it could be a function of Creel viewing any human unlike him to be inferior and unremarkable. They&rsquo;re really just using different measuring sticks.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not qualified to administer IQ tests, but I have some familiarity with them, as interpreting results and communicating them with students and families is within my duties as a school counselor. If we were to use the Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale, 4th edition (WAIS-IV), we can guess as to his intelligence by looking at the subdomains that the WAIS-IV attempts to measure. Those subdomains are the following:</p><ul><li>Verbal Comprehension (includes things like general knowledge and vocabulary)</li><li>Perceptual Reasoning (includes things like physical and abstract problem solving and inductive reasoning)</li><li>Working Memory (includes things like attention, quantitative reasoning, mental manipulation of concepts, and auditory processing)</li><li>Processing Speed (pretty much what it sounds like, but also includes associative memory)</li></ul><p>Right off the bat, I&rsquo;d say that Brenner has high marks in both Verbal Comprehension and Processing Speed. We can see this through his ability to quickly work through a crossword puzzle in the opening The Hellfire Club. As it is shown as part of his &ldquo;morning routine&rdquo; scene, we can infer that he likely does this every morning. He is taking in written clues and rapidly decoding them before writing in the correct answer. He clearly has the vocabulary and knowledge to derive the correct answer, as well as the processing speed to do so quickly.</p><p>As far as Perceptual Reasoning goes, this one is a bit more difficult. It&rsquo;s fair to say that he is likely above average to begin with, as he <i>is </i>a doctor. I&rsquo;d also posit that Brenner is highly capable of problem solving in building his vast experiment that involves essentially holding people prisoner. This requires a well-oiled machine of secrecy and planning. He would need to be able to see several steps ahead of anything others could expect in order to get away with this. That said, it does start to all fall apart once Hopper and Joyce are involved. We&rsquo;ll get to his shortcomings in a bit, but I&rsquo;d still rate him highly here, as he is dealing with unknown phenomena and had significant success in creating and implementing a system to study and manipulate it.</p><p>Working Memory might be the hardest one to estimate. It essentially deals with his ability to work in the moment. How well is he able to take in information and then immediately make use of it? This is another area where his main shortcoming may blur his true ability. That shortcoming is his arrogance. Dr. Brenner simply does not entertain the possibility of being wrong of something being outside of his control. Brenner is at his worst when he&rsquo;s presented with serious challenges that he doesn&rsquo;t take as seriously as he should. Whether it&rsquo;s an angry El, a demogorgon, or a raid on his own base, Brenner stumbles into danger. However, how much of it is his inability to process information properly in the moment, and how much of it is simply his tendency to overestimate his own ability and degree of control over situations? I&rsquo;d lean towards it being more of the latter. Brenner likely is properly analyzing the situation, properly recognizing the danger, but simply assuming he&rsquo;s got it all figured out. The possibility of personal failure is simply very low in his own mind.</p><p>In the end, I&rsquo;d say he does indeed have a very high intelligence score, quite possibly in the &ldquo;gifted&rdquo; category that generally starts two standard deviations away from the mean at around 130. This would put him roughly within the top 2%. </p><p>Unfortunately, his arrogance does negatively impact the expression of his intelligence in situations that present any sort of personal challenge. He can be entrapped by being made to believe he has a situation well under control, not realizing that he himself is being manipulated, or if a situation presents a threat that is simply outside the ability of an &ldquo;ordinary&rdquo; human being to handle.</p>
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Question: <p>he didn't jump because of will, mike would do anything for his friends; but will definitely crossed his mind and was probably what made him comfortable to go through with it</p>
Answer: <p>Idk I don&rsquo;t really think he knew what he was doing, I don&rsquo;t think he was trying to kill himself I think he thought that he could have survived the jump and it was just a really scary thing but he wanted to save Dustin </p>
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Question: <p>One of the saddest things post volume 2 is us losing some of our fiercest warriors on this app like Hawkins school counselor, kaypeace, beeboobop (idk thinks that&rsquo;s how you spell it) allthingskafkaesque, and so many more. Like we&rsquo;ve gained so much this month and we&rsquo;ve gotten many new generals but Mike&rsquo;s monologue was like a bomb that single-handedly wiped out the front lines. I really miss their posts </p>
Answer: <p>wait&hellip;. did they delete their blogs??</p><p>I understand it though, if you are scared to be queerbaited it&rsquo;s not easy following the tag for these two years ahead of us&hellip;.</p><p>I think after Sherlock I&rsquo;m immune???? like.. I don&rsquo;t care, if I get queerbaited I&rsquo;ll be pissed at the writers but in the meantime I&rsquo;m having fun 👍</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;m worried stranger things will have an ending similar to it chapter two where either will or mike dies and then we see after the fact that they carved the others&rsquo; initials into something as a letter from another character that essentially says &ldquo;be who you are for your pride&rdquo; is read. When I saw it chapter two I cried so much and I still love it, but I&rsquo;m worried the duffers see sad emotional gay ending and think it should apply to their show </p>
Answer: <p>honestly this is the only alternative that could actually happen but I hope they won&rsquo;t do it because it&rsquo;s something that we already have seen many times&hellip; it worries me that they are fans of It and fans of The body (stand by me) because one of the pairings of boys that are queercoded dies&hellip; but I don&rsquo;t know, I don&rsquo;t think they will kill them because it would be too sad, I think they want to have an happy ending for these kids </p>
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Question: <p>you seem to be in better spirits about byler since vol 2 came out. is there anything in particular that caused this? are you optimistic at all at this point?</p>
Answer: <p>Cautiously optimistic, with a heavy emphasis on the &ldquo;cautiously.&rdquo;</p><p>I&rsquo;m just glad that there&rsquo;s people around here who are good at analyzing the more creative aspects of the show. I&rsquo;m only good at analyzing behavior.</p>
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Question: <p>Just noticed that after Max dies Mike is begging El to wake up, and she can't even hear him anymore. It's dead silence in there. Right after his big confession of love. It's a weird choice. Even if she wasn't ready to leave the void yet, you think she'd still be shown hearing and being upset by his desperate pleas. We're specifically shown the silence instead.</p>
Answer: <p>This is a good observation. I think the end of Mike&rsquo;s monologue is the last time we see any real communication between him and El. We see her leaning on his shoulder in Max&rsquo;s hospital room, but then we see her ignoring Mike and shutting herself in her room in the cabin. No words are exchanged that I can recall, and Mike even tells Will that she hasn&rsquo;t talked to him much, except to indicate how she&rsquo;s afraid Brenner may have been right about her not being ready. I continue to find that odd, as you&rsquo;d think El would seek Mike&rsquo;s comfort, or at least just his presence, in such a vulnerable moment, especially after supposedly &ldquo;fixing&rdquo; their biggest relationship issue.</p><p>It might be a reach, but I think El might be angry with herself, and possibly even Mike, for getting distracted by his monologue. The whole time that is happening, Max is getting closer and closer to being killed by Vecna. It wasn&rsquo;t either of their intention, and Mike didn&rsquo;t even really know how much immediate danger Max was in, but El very likely considers it a failure on her part that she didn&rsquo;t stay focused on Max. </p><p>I think it&rsquo;s very telling that the vines continue to tighten around El&rsquo;s neck during Mike&rsquo;s monologue, only to loosen when she finally looks back at Max, This is also the point where we hear Mike urge her to fight. This is the message she needed to hear in that moment, as it reminded her of what was really important: Max. Once El refocuses herself, she honestly couldn&rsquo;t care less about Mike, as Max&rsquo;s well-being is far more of a critical concern to her. </p><p>Mike&rsquo;s monologue ultimately failed, and I think El might be a bit too hard on him if her isolating herself at the cabin is indicative of the status of their relationship. She&rsquo;s being too hard on herself, also, as it&rsquo;s only natural that she&rsquo;d be impacted by Mike&rsquo;s monologue, even if it wasn&rsquo;t in the way Mike (or El herself) expected. That was an emotionally sensitive subject for her, and Mike brought it up at a time when El&rsquo;s emotions were already running high.</p><p>I think this will be a big factor in their relationship, at least early in season 5. I do feel like they need to wrap it up quickly, though. Another season of Mike and El being the worst couple doesn&rsquo;t sound very appealing, especially with the threat of Vecna being immediately present.</p>
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Question: <p>"That's the news. Now indistinguishable from the tabloids." People like to rag on Ted but all I'm saying is, Nancy got her ideas about high journalistic standards from somewhere &#128514;</p>
Answer: <p>Ted does have a sort of lazy idealism about him that hints that he may have been a different person before he settled into his &ldquo;normal&rdquo; life. He&rsquo;s a total armchair idealist, criticizing what he hears, but doing nothing about it. You see him react to the news of Patrick&rsquo;s (I think) death by criticizing the response, wondering why the FBI hasn&rsquo;t been called in since there&rsquo;s apparently a serial killer on the loose. He also has a mistrust of the media, as you mentioned, suggesting that it cares more about being sensationalistic than honest when Karen mentions what the news is saying about the &ldquo;gateway to hell.&rdquo; Of course, he doesn&rsquo;t realize, nor does the reporter saying it, just how true that description really is.</p><p>Ted strikes me as perhaps a former driven idealist like Nancy who has long since given up. He settled into his perfect little life and let any dreams he had fade away. He&rsquo;s the perfect little poster boy for Henry&rsquo;s description of human life, actually. I don&rsquo;t think Karen is the only one dissatisfied with life, but Ted is either convinced that this is just as good as life gets or just hasn&rsquo;t realized how empty his own life is. </p><p>He conformed and lost himself in the process, and we can only speculate on just how much he lost. Who was he before? Was there something more to him back when Karen met him?</p>
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Question: <p>Did you know that Will most likely drew Zmei Gorynich in his drawing, the dragon in Russian folk fiction which can transform into a handsome youth. That had to be intentional, right?</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m not terribly familiar with that specific dragon, but there are some similarities from what I can see. Myth and fantasy fiction isn&rsquo;t exactly lacking in examples of three/multi-headed dragons, so it&rsquo;s hard to say what inspiration Will/the Duffers drew upon. </p>
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Question: <p>Do you know how much we have to donate to get the scripts? </p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t know if he&rsquo;s still offering scripts for donations, so I&rsquo;d recommend reaching out to him first. When he did that for the Dear Billy script, it was a minimum $20 donation, I think.</p>
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Question: <p>thank you so much for answering my question! so do you know if the scripts we are getting on monday will be official like the one we got? </p>
Answer: <p>Transcripts are already up, so it must be an actual script. </p>
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Question: <p>i have a question - are 8flix scripts official scripts? are they the scripts that the actors got to act out? </p><p>i don&rsquo;t really understand how 8flix works and what precisely it does, like is it just a guy who transcribes what he sees on the screen or is he connected to netflix in any way and are the scripts official. bc if not, i dont see why everyone is so excited, its not like the 8flix guy would know anything we don&rsquo;t just from watching the episodes ? was the last script we got, where we saw will&rsquo;s feelings confirmed, a script we got from 8flix or ...? </p><p>sorry idk where to ask this lol. have a nice day !! </p>
Answer: <p>They have both transcripts and actual screen/teleplays, which are more commonly referred to as scripts. 8flix doesn&rsquo;t necessarily get official scripts for every episode of a show. </p><p>The script for Dear Billy is official, though not necessarily the final draft. The version sent out to 8flix doners was labeled &ldquo;PRODUCTION DRAFT (3rd Rev.)&rdquo; and was dated 2020/04/30. It was written by Paul Ditcher, who started as a writers&rsquo; assistant in season 1 before being promoted to staff writer.</p>
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Question: <p>What 8flix is doing is illegal. That&rsquo;s why he doesn&rsquo;t want the file online. He is not being honest with you all.</p>
Answer: <p>Which is why he&rsquo;s&hellip;publicly announcing what he&rsquo;s doing? </p><p>If it were illegal, he would have been smacked down hard by lawyers a long time ago. He&rsquo;s clearly getting permission to do this. He&rsquo;s being given these scripts for use in his archive. He doesn&rsquo;t want it being posted elsewhere because the whole idea is that people visit his site.</p>
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Question: <p>The whole Byler tag has hope again </p><p>What about you ? </p><p>I hope you have a great day! </p>
Answer: <p>I mean, it&rsquo;s higher than it was a few weeks ago, but I didn&rsquo;t really have anywhere to go but up, really. I&rsquo;m a bit more cautious than I was pre-season 4, but, much like with season 3, voices in the fandom have shown me narrative bits that I just didn&rsquo;t pick up on in my initial viewing. I do love the little, well, not so little anymore, family we have here. </p><p>I&rsquo;d love to have a great day, but, unfortunately, it&rsquo;s a million degrees out today, and I&rsquo;m crying at the thought of my next electric bill. I hope you are having a nice day, yourself, though.</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;m wondering. If the duffers are going back and deleting/altering scenes (which first off&hellip;what the hell)</p><p>I&rsquo;m wondering if maybe they&rsquo;ll end up adding in that deleted scene of Mike riding his bike and crying? </p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s one thing that I&rsquo;ve been wanting to see ever since hearing that Finn said he was angry with them for cutting it.</p><p>However, as frustrating as it is that the Duffers are so willing to alter previous seasons to suit their current needs, this is no indication of whether they&rsquo;d work in previously filmed, but cut, scenes.</p>
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Question: <p>Here&rsquo;s problem #71 with Mike&rsquo;s monologue being fuelled by Will&rsquo;s feelings and painting:</p><p><br></p><p>In that painting, Mike was depicted as a knight in shining armour. We&rsquo;ve all said that it&rsquo;s the way Will sees him: as his protector. Not necessarily his physical one but emotional one. The love and support that Mike offers has truly always shielded and empowered Will throughout the show and he expresses that through the sentiment of drawing Mike as a knight in shining armour (or paladin you could say) with a heart on his shield.</p><p><br></p><p>Not only Will&rsquo;s words validate Mike&rsquo;s desire to be needed but by portraying Mike as his knight/paladin he&rsquo;s also validated.</p><p><br></p><p>But the problem is Mike is expressing his desire to be needed by El here and he feels like she&rsquo;s the one who doesn&rsquo;t need him anymore. But when Will gives him that painting and tells Mike that El commissioned it and told him want to draw  we have Mike thinking the painting is how El sees him.</p><p><br></p><p>As her heart and as her knight in shining armour. Thus, Mike is validated by Will&rsquo;s words and the painting that El still needs him and his love to shield/empower her. </p><p><br></p><p>But it&rsquo;s not true. Mike isn&rsquo;t El&rsquo;s knight in shining armour. Mike wants to be her knight in shining armour but he isn&rsquo;t because she doesn&rsquo;t love and need him like that. As shown in S3, we have an entire season of Mike being the overprotective boyfriend/a knight in shining armour if you put it but the show depicted that as an issue and that El was her own person who could make her own choices and protect herself.</p><p><br></p><p>Similarly, in this season, El has to find strength in herself. She doesn&rsquo;t need Mike to empower her with his love. </p><p><br></p><p>This is not to say Will is weak and needs Mike to empower him. Mike just makes Will feel that way without even trying, his love and support exist to make Will feel better. He&rsquo;s his knight in shining armour because Mike makes Will feel better for who he is.</p><p><br></p><p>I can&rsquo;t say the same for El. She&rsquo;s depicted as a character who needs and wants to gain her own strength and independence. Besides, Mike&rsquo;s protective nature towards El is different from Will&rsquo;s and it comes across as overbearing rather than supportive and El does not want or need that. </p><p>(I&rsquo;m sorry if that has gone through twice my internet majorly glitched the first time so I&rsquo;m not sure if it went through). </p>
Answer: <p>I agree with everything that you&rsquo;ve said here. It&rsquo;s true. El doesn&rsquo;t really need Mike in that way, and Mike needs to be needed in that way, and this is why, for the past two seasons, they&rsquo;ve been consistently not on the same page. They are not set up as equal romantic counterparts, and if they continue this dynamic, Mike is always going to feel inferior to El, and El is always going to feel babied and like she&rsquo;s being held back by Mike. El displays traits of hyperindependence to the point where she doesn&rsquo;t really allow space for Mike to be vulnerable with her, and this is why we see her lying to him at the beginning of s4, because she feels like she always has to project to others that her life is fine and that she&rsquo;s handling her difficulties. Mike on the other hand just wants to be there for her, but he doesn&rsquo;t really know how to do that, and so we consistently see him attempting to bolster El up by calling her a superhero because she&rsquo;s always displayed this hyperindependence towards him, so when she actually attempts to communicate her needs to Mike and tells him she&rsquo;s not a superhero anymore, we have such an empathy miss here from him because he doesn&rsquo;t know how to show up for her when she&rsquo;s never provided a blueprint for anyone to show up for her. I actually think that it&rsquo;s El&rsquo;s own baggage that stands more in the way of her relationship with Mike than Mike&rsquo;s need for validation.</p><p>Mike&rsquo;s needs in a relationship are not unexpected. Most people want to feel validated by their partners and want to feel as though they can be a support system, but Mike is never going to get the kind of attention or love he deserves if he remains in this relationship either. He&rsquo;s always going to feel like he plays second fiddle, and therefore he&rsquo;ll be placed in the role of passive partner and emulate the same behaviors we&rsquo;ve seen from his dad.</p><p>I honestly just want better for them both. I think El needs to learn how to be vulnerable with others and how to actually accept help, and Mike needs to experience what it&rsquo;s like to actually be valued for what he brings to the table.</p>
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Question: <p>I totally respect your privacy and don&rsquo;t want to diminish your right, or anyone&rsquo;s right, to stay anon for <i>whatever</i> reasons they choose, but it makes me sad that part of your reason is because of your job and gender. I can&rsquo;t help but feel like your blog would just be brushed off as &lsquo;one of those things&rsquo; if you were female. It sucks. But kudos for still engaging in something you enjoyed, even if you had to be careful to stay very anon for your own protection. </p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s an unfortunate reality that men are often looked at with suspicion when they work with young children.  My female colleagues can hug the students without anyone batting an eye, but if I do it, then there&rsquo;s always the chance that someone thinks I&rsquo;m a pervert.</p><p>Sadly, this means that things like the fact that I&rsquo;m bi or that I support Byler can work against me if anyone ever linked me to this blog. It only takes one person to take issue with it for it to become a problem. Even a baseless accusation can result in my career being ruined.</p><p>Fortunately, the fandom isn&rsquo;t lacking for quality video analyses.</p>
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Question: <p>It&rsquo;s over. The Duffers confirmed Mike&rsquo;s arc is to fall in love with Eleven, so no Byler unfortunately. We have lost the war.</p>
Answer: <p>can yall microsofts stop pretending to be bylers just to make us lose hope</p><p>are yall that insecure</p><p>go get laid or something </p>
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Question: <p>Do you think it&rsquo;s good that the Duffers are going back and changing stuff? On one hand it makes it clear that maybe things weren&rsquo;t as well planned and thought out as we hoped. But on the other hand, it shows that they care about reviewing past seasons to make sure the story is cohesive by the end.</p>
Answer: <p>No, I really don&rsquo;t. Not only does it just make it clear that this story isn&rsquo;t as well planned as they claim, but it&rsquo;s also the worst sort of retconning. They&rsquo;re basically changing things so that people who didn&rsquo;t originally see the show wouldn&rsquo;t even know something ever happened. If they do follow through with changing Will&rsquo;s birthday, for example, latecomers to the show wouldn&rsquo;t ever know there was a problem, and I find that very dishonest.</p><p>If they cared about a cohesive story, they&rsquo;d find a way to make things work within the framework they&rsquo;ve already established. Perhaps they should start actually watching their own show, or, at least, paying someone to do so and review scripts to avoid these problems. </p><p>I don&rsquo;t know exactly how much they&rsquo;ve actually changed or proposed changing, but it&rsquo;s potentially problematic, especially in the early seasons that set up the entire story and characterizations. Who&rsquo;s to say they won&rsquo;t go back to season 1 to remove all instances of Mike talking about sending El back to Pennhurst or getting mad at her when he thinks she&rsquo;s being dishonest about helping them find Will? Where exactly is the line they&rsquo;ll draw here to achieve the story they now seem to want? </p>
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Question: <p>Are you seriously playing with the idea of joining naturallybrielle and causeineedu on tiktok? Ngl I'd watch all your videos but I'm not sure if it was meant as a joke or not</p>
Answer: <p>What? No, definitely no. In fact, I&rsquo;m most likely done with analyses, at least for a while.</p><p>I was just commenting on how great it was that there&rsquo;s people who are saying the same sorts of things we&rsquo;ve been saying on a more popular platform like TikTok. It means that there&rsquo;s more exposure to these ideas, and the fact that they seem to be getting good reactions suggests that these ideas are becoming more accepted among the general audience.</p><p>I could never make videos. Protecting my identity is too important to me, as a male with my job, at my age, could feasibly have anything from his private life used against him.</p><p>I definitely endorse their videos, though, and I encourage others to watch them. <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MWYV9P_nsavA4thz_VAceQQ">@causeineedu</a> is even on Tumblr now, too, apparently. I don&rsquo;t know about brielle, though.</p>
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Question: <p>Sick of the straights claiming 'Nowdays two guys can't be friends without people making them gay' and it's such a lie, when this has happened? The answer is never. There's so many iconic friendships in media, and none of them have ever ended up in a relationship. If there's any, please remind me, because I don't know what people are talking about, their platonic television friendships are there and there's nothing else.</p>
Answer: <p>you don&rsquo;t see me shipping Lucas and Dustin lol they are the delusional ones for this argument 💀</p>
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Question: <p>Wait. Are we calling Vecna/Henry/001 VH1, like the music channel? So to beat VH1, victims need to listen to vintage music that makes them happy. Great. Now I know what song would save me - the &ldquo;Pop Up Video&rdquo; theme song. I wonder if it&rsquo;s a coincidence or not, but the nickname is gonna sound silly to anyone who knows of the channel.</p>
Answer: <p>I try to just call him Henry since I think he&rsquo;d absolutely hate being referred to by a normal human name. </p><p>VH1 is a pretty funny name for him, though. It existed in 1986, so I feel like it&rsquo;s a missed opportunity to have had someone like Max to call him that to mock/taunt him.</p>
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Question: <p>this video is giving a lot of people hope right now, what do you think of it? https://www.tiktok.com/<a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M6ris1EnGbT684ndZxIkzaQ">@causeineedu</a>/video/7121491174505844011</p>
Answer: <p>I just responded to an Ask about this.</p><p class="npf_link" data-npf="{&quot;type&quot;:&quot;link&quot;,&quot;url&quot;:&quot;https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/690074199184834560?source=share&quot;,&quot;display_url&quot;:&quot;https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/690074199184834560?source=share&quot;,&quot;title&quot;:&quot;Hawkins School Counselor's Office on Tumblr&quot;,&quot;description&quot;:&quot;https://www.tiktok.com/t/ZTRrXmopn/?k=1\n\nOmg, please take a look at this! This tiktoker made a super interesting discovery and...&quot;,&quot;site_name&quot;:&quot;Tumblr&quot;,&quot;poster&quot;:[{&quot;media_key&quot;:&quot;4fdff67f796090541e429708c2d7b941:6c631e90228b0156-bc&quot;,&quot;type&quot;:&quot;image/jpeg&quot;,&quot;width&quot;:618,&quot;height&quot;:618}]}"><a href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/690074199184834560?source=share" target="_blank">Hawkins School Counselor&rsquo;s Office on Tumblr</a></p><p>Long story short, I can easily recommend this video, even if I&rsquo;m out of my depth with what she does here.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you (or anyone who sees this) happen to know if any of the writers on ST are queer? I&rsquo;ve been unsuccessfully googling it a bit; it&rsquo;s hard to even parse out a full list of names let alone learn about them, tbh&hellip;just in general it feels a bit black-box to me trying to figure out if the Duffers ask any people of color or queer folks to be a part of the writing process or at least part of giving truth to the experiences of Lucas, Robin, Will, etc. Or if it really is just two cishet white dudes in their 30s. </p>
Answer: <p>I have no idea, but I also don&rsquo;t really think it&rsquo;s any of our business to find out. Unless someone goes out of their way to make it known, it&rsquo;s not something that should be dug up. I get wanting to know if there&rsquo;s representation on the writing staff, but it feels wrong to dig into the crew&rsquo;s private lives.</p><p>I do admit a certain curiosity, though. Will&rsquo;s experience has been handled so accurately that it just feels like someone with actual experience growing up gay in the 80s is involved somehow. Robin&rsquo;s coming out scene and struggles with her crush on Vickie were also handled well (if underdeveloped). If not writers, then perhaps they use consultants to ensure a certain degree of authenticity.</p>
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Question: <p>https://www.tiktok.com/t/ZTRrXmopn/?k=1</p><p><br></p><p>Omg, please take a look at this! This tiktoker made a super interesting discovery and I&rsquo;m losing my mind about it </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;ve been checking out the videos of both CauseINeedU and Brielle ever since they were pointed out to me. Credit is due for getting a 40 year old man to check out TikTok videos after the impression I got of the platform from watching my students make videos.</p><p>This one is a very interesting idea. I don&rsquo;t think I would have, in a million years, thought to overlay two songs together, let alone two scenes. I guess I just don&rsquo;t have an ear for that sort of thing. I can&rsquo;t speak to the validity of what she says here, as I&rsquo;m way out of my depth in trying to do what she did for myself, but it&rsquo;s very intriguing. Those two songs do kinda feel like they were made to go together, and I can see the similarities in the scenes, as well.</p><p>I&rsquo;m sure we all hope she&rsquo;s on to something here. It&rsquo;s nice to see some &ldquo;deep dives&rdquo; happening on other platforms, though, especially since I&rsquo;ve lost my motivation for my own analyses. I have a lot of respect for what they&rsquo;re both doing. </p>
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Question: <p>It seems that the GA is not asking themselves "Hey, what if Mike likes Will more than a friend?" because he's with El, which is... Dumb. If Will was a girl, there will be articles talking about who Mike will choose at the end. But because Will is a guy, people just assume he will be rejected immediately. The GA needs to be a bit more creative and open minded.</p>
Answer: <p>no LITERALLY </p><p>if will was a girl the love triangle would be undeniable and with the way 1) mike looks at will and has acted towards him since s1 and 2) the fact that mike is constantly going to will to vent about his relationship with el there is no way the general audience wouldn’t be betting that mike reciprocates his feelings </p><p>so many people are not even considering the possibility that mike likes will back but they are very close to cracking it. most of them feel bad for will and want a happy ending for him and they also picked up on how forced mike’s monologue to el was. at this point it’s really just up to them to be open to the possibility and open their eyes to how the plot is developing in a way where mike finding out about will’s feels is inevitable (because will lied to him) and the chances of mike having a negative reaction are slim to <i>none</i>. </p><p><b>we already know he has a positive reaction to will’s feelings</b>, just that he thinks the expression of them come from el. <span class="npf_color_joey"><i>will expresses himself in the exact way mike wishes to be loved. </i></span></p>
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Question: <p>Oh, I&rsquo;m so stupid! I just saw the red, angry eye shapes in the smoke clouds in the end shot. They appear to be looking down and glaring at Will. Oh shit! Did you notice this too?</p>
Answer: <p>I assume you&rsquo;re referring to this?</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="922" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ad4783253468dde67a65026a8797438e/4f17e1a2257c1cf5-73/s640x960/001336604b6c388299e150a28cc3a4dbd631ac2d.png" data-orig-height="922" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></div><p>It does sort of look like eyes. I didn&rsquo;t really notice it until you set me this, though.</p><p>It&rsquo;s hard to say that these eyes, if that&rsquo;s really what they&rsquo;re meant to resemble, are looking down specifically on Will, though. It could be a case of it being included to follow up on Will sensing that Vecna is still out there. Vecna is angrily looking down on the heroes, sort of like how the Mindflayer was looming over the gym at the end of season 2.</p>
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Question: <p>There&rsquo;s this user on here called sennqu whose made really good analysis&rsquo; on Mike, his arc and why he doesn&rsquo;t have internalized homophobia but instead heteronormative thinking. After reading a few of their posts really makes me look at Mike this season and his and his monologue in a different way. </p><p>Just wanted to see if you can give the blog a quick look as I&rsquo;d love to hear your thoughts on it.</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;ve been drifting away from deeper analyses as a result of season 4, so I&rsquo;m not likely to go deep into other people&rsquo;s analyses, either. I think it&rsquo;s great that there&rsquo;s still plenty of voices out there willing to put in that kind of work, though.</p><p>It&rsquo;s a good take. It&rsquo;s not one I necessarily agree with 100%, but there&rsquo;s no shortage of good argument there. </p><p>I will say that heteronormative thinking and internalized homophobia sort of go hand in hand. One isn&rsquo;t likely to develop internalized homophobia if they don&rsquo;t already subscribe to a heteronormative worldview. I wrote a long time ago that Mike has had his feelings for El and Will tangled up for a while now, so I can agree with <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/Mj4bPsXZ1xNwCsTIjqDXQWg">@sennqu</a> that Mike thinks he loves El. However, I don&rsquo;t think we get enough of a look at Mike&rsquo;s genuine inner processes to know what&rsquo;s really going on in there.</p><p>Maybe sennqu&rsquo;s take on this is right. Maybe mine is. Maybe we&rsquo;re both partially right. Maybe we&rsquo;re both totally wrong. I think both of us are just explaining the same phenomenon as best we can with what we have to work with. I&rsquo;m not here to try and pick apart anyone else&rsquo;s theories. </p><p>I&rsquo;d suggest people go take a look at their page and decide for themselves.</p>
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Question: <p>So what are the chances that Byler could be official and not a collective dream? I mean, it's obvious he will come out in the next season, but then what? Will he be rejected by Mike? Humiliated by Vecna? Will they make him more miserable to the point of turning him evil and then killing him, or sacrificing him? Is that what the Duffer brothers have been planning? It's a situation that is driving me crazy I'm not going to lie. It's already very sad how many hate Will or Byler to the point of accepting any other ship no matter how strange it is, and deny any chemistry there is between Mike and Will, it's a hatred that I can't explain myself. But hey, I think the Duffer brothers have done something special with Strangers Things, subverting tropes, characters and situations, but for the first time I'm starting to doubt that they will be able to surprise us once again. I really hope I'm wrong.</p>
Answer: <p>I cannot take personal responsibility for everyone&rsquo;s individual anxiety and fear of not seeing the story that they hope for play out on screen, and I cannot offer you any statistical likelihoods or answers.</p><p>I empathize with the conflict you and others are dealing with and your hopes and fears. </p><p>My advice is to keep your expectations very low but still enjoy celebrating the possibilities of having a beautiful story that delivers on everything you appreciate, need, and value about the characters and your understanding of Stranger Things. It&rsquo;s hard. But that&rsquo;s what we need to do as fans.</p><p>I&rsquo;m personally very optimistic about what I expect to see in season 5, but my optimism is rooted in certain interpretations of the universe that might be different from yours and different from other fans&rsquo; and even may not be what happens either.</p><p>Enjoy the community we have and that you&rsquo;ve found whose experiences and feelings about the story resonate with your own, because no matter what happens in the show, that community and shared experience and shared dream that you have with other fans is very real. Nothing can take that from you.</p><p>I hope you take care of yourself and enjoy what we do have to celebrate in spite of whatever may happen.</p>
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Question: <p>My guess is that they portrayed it so one sided in the script because we&rsquo;re not meant to know how mike is feeling. It makes sense that they&rsquo;d rely on verbal instruction instead of scripting mikes reactions if they knew fans would have access to the script. </p>
Answer: <p>Honestly? I think the focus on Will&rsquo;s inner thoughts has a lot to do with the fact that he barely talks during that interaction. Without it, we wouldn&rsquo;t know how Will felt about what Mike was saying. It&rsquo;s basically Noah&rsquo;s only basis for how to act as Mike is talking. </p><p>The fact that the only thing we have for Mike is that he can&rsquo;t see what is plainly evident to the audience&hellip;well, I don&rsquo;t think it bodes well. It feels more like Will getting set up for a big fall.</p><p>How I wish we could have a script for the van scene, but, alas&hellip;</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;m not so sure that Matt Duffer is straight. He has no wedding ring, and nothing is known of his personal life except his obsession with &ldquo;Dawson&rsquo;s Creek&rdquo;. I can&rsquo;t remember when/if they said in an interview, that Jonathan &amp; Will are pretty much representatives of themselves. Both characters are both huge movie buffs, and struggle to not be loners in school. The Duffers have admitted they only hung out with each other growing up, and couldn&rsquo;t get new friends. So, maybe they do &ldquo;get it&rdquo;.</p>
Answer: <p>Well, I don&rsquo;t want to speculate on someone&rsquo;s sexual orientation, especially based on such specious reasoning as him not having a wedding ring. Of course, I assumed he was straight, which isn&rsquo;t really good, either, and I shouldn&rsquo;t have done so.</p><p>Still, while the research isn&rsquo;t perfect, identical twins more often than not have the same sexual orientation. </p><p>I do believe that they could &ldquo;get it&rdquo; when it comes to feeling like losers or outcasts, at least. The way they describe themselves as kids makes them out as having been the textbook 80s nerds. That&rsquo;s all the more reason why I feel like they&rsquo;re leaning into the geek fantasy with Mike and El. </p><p>There&rsquo;s no reason to believe they&rsquo;d have any understanding of what it is to grow up &ldquo;different&rdquo; in the way that Will is experiencing. I do wonder who or what they&rsquo;re using for reference, though, as Will&rsquo;s experience is being depicting very well, all the way down to the hopelessness that I was hoping they&rsquo;d subvert.</p>
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Question: <p>I'm curious as to what you mean by saying Mileven is a geek fantasy, as I haven't heard that before that I can recall. Is there a specific trope you think Mileven is emulating?</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s like Weird Science.</p><p>Mike was pegged in season 1 for not only being a nerdy loser, but also being ugly (frog face). Then along comes this strange girl with superpowers who ends up having eyes for Mike and only Mike. He dresses her up to look like his image of a girl. She takes care of his bullies for him. She essentially solves all of his problems. She&rsquo;s an amazing girl, capable of unreal things. We see him brag about her abilities and the fact that she saved the world (twice!). It&rsquo;s very important to him that she be this grand mythical figure who no other girl could possibly match. She makes him feel amazing because, while, in his mind, she could have anyone she wanted, she chose him.</p><p>Ultimately, Mike derives value in his life from the fact that El sees value in him. It&rsquo;s a crisis for him when he thinks she doesn&rsquo;t need him anymore because he doesn&rsquo;t think anyone else could ever love him. It&rsquo;s a very pathetic relationship, but it&rsquo;s the sort of fantasy many loser nerds, especially in the 80s when Weird Science came out, had. That&rsquo;s why it worked so well as a concept.</p><p>Now, Weird Science had a twist to it. The girl the losers created wasn&rsquo;t actually there to be their fantasy girl. She actually manipulated their lives to the point that they developed the confidence to go out and get real girls, at which point she left them as they no longer needed her. They created her so they wouldn&rsquo;t be losers anymore, and that&rsquo;s just what she did, only not in the way they planned.</p><p>Here, though, the Duffers appear to be missing the entire point of the movie by having El need Mike, despite her entire story supposedly being about finding herself, as much as, if not more than, Mike needs her. They&rsquo;re essentially subverting a trope that was, in itself, a subversion. El isn&rsquo;t going to have a &ldquo;my work here is done&rdquo; moment in regards to Mike. This magic girl who came into Mike&rsquo;s life and made everything better isn&rsquo;t there to nudge him into being a better person. She&rsquo;s there to be his ideal girlfriend, just as he&rsquo;s there to, essentially, be a trophy boyfriend. </p><p>The sad thing is that they&rsquo;ve added this extra element to the story. We have Will, someone who has known Mike for most of their lives, who is absolutely gone for Mike. Mike loves El due, in large part, to the fact that he doesn&rsquo;t feel anyone else could ever want him. He&rsquo;s totally unaware of the fact that someone else does, and the real tragedy is that we&rsquo;re meant to believe Mike could never return Will&rsquo;s affections anyway. It&rsquo;s a ridiculously cruel twist that, honestly, didn&rsquo;t need to be added, especially since it&rsquo;s mostly just been used to further prop up the geek fantasy relationship. If they were genuinely invoking what Weird Science did, El would be a vehicle for Mike to recognize and act on Will&rsquo;s very real feelings for him. However, they aren&rsquo;t about to do that to the most popular character on the show.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t know if the Duffers have some surprise on the way, but I feel like it&rsquo;s far too late, anyway. They had their chance to address this to set up some good development in the final season, but they didn&rsquo;t. Yeah, there&rsquo;s subtext that hints that Mike has unaddressed feelings for Will, but the time for subtext is over. They missed their chance to do anything meaningful with this, should it really be the plan. It really does look like the geek fantasy is what they&rsquo;ve been going for, even if the biggest movie to invoke it completely subverted it.</p><p>Maybe I&rsquo;m wrong. Hell, I&rsquo;d love to be wrong about this. But you asked me an honest question, and I wanted to give you an honest answer. </p>
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Question: <p>Most of Reddit is actually still 100% convinced Mike and El are endgame so I&rsquo;m not sure what that anon is talking about. Most people think Will is in love with mike but they believe mike is head over heels in love with El and will reject Will if he ever finds out about his crush. </p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s honestly quite depressing. </p><p>I&rsquo;m not sure what&rsquo;s worse: that people are only just <i>now </i>realizing that Will is gay (and in love with Mike) or that the Duffers would spend several seasons building this up just to devastate Will. </p><p>Reddit may not want to admit it, but this has always been building. It may just have been suggested in season 1 through what Will was bullied with, but as early as season 2 you could see that Will only had eyes for Mike. It&rsquo;s only heteronormative attitudes that keep people blind to it. </p><p>I won&rsquo;t even get into how Mike might feel about Will because, in far too many people&rsquo;s minds, Mike has to be straight. Apparently, they&rsquo;re fine with realism regarding homosexuality in the 80s, so long as it only pertains to how hopeless life is for someone. Nope, we&rsquo;re not going to get into the fact that many gay teens pretended to be straight back then, assuming they were even aware of their feelings.</p><p>To be fair, the Duffers probably don&rsquo;t have any personal insight into such things. It <i>is </i>asking a lot for them to not only portray an &ldquo;obvious&rdquo; gay teen, but a repressed, suffering-from-internalized-homophobia gay/bi teen.</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 689503955157467137
Date: 2022-07-11 17:56:53 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/689503955157467137
Slug: i-honestly-think-that-more-of-the-fan-base-has
Reblog key: qVVOPRNc
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I honestly think that more of the fan base has caught on than we may think, now more than ever. Even het viewers that are typically clueless are starting to catch on. Honestly, I think a fraction of the fan base is just honestly stupid. I&rsquo;ve seen people be confused about Robins coming out scene and thinking she likes Steve. I&rsquo;ve seen people think that Will has a crush on El. STILL. I&rsquo;ve seen people deny that Will is gay. They literally cannot see subtext at all, even with simple concepts. Not to trash all of them, because a lot of these viewers may just be very young. But believe me, the fact that even casual viewers and people on Reddit are starting to finally catch on, and are seeing Byler as an equally possible option to milven, shows that people are starting to understand. Those that don&rsquo;t understand probably need it spelled out, but they&rsquo;ve got one more season to do that. I&rsquo;m staying skeptical and preparing myself for disappointment, but I do feel pretty confident about Byler otherwise. </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;d be more inclined to believe the general audience is catching on had the entertainment media written anything about how Mike&rsquo;s monologue seemed off or that Will&rsquo;s feelings just might be requited. You see nothing on this, though. The closest we&rsquo;ve had was one interviewer asking Finn how Mike might respond to Will&rsquo;s feelings.</p><p>If the casual viewer was meant to question Mike and El&rsquo;s relationship or think that Will had a chance, then I think the Duffers failed in their objective. We&rsquo;re still a tiny, and highly mocked, minority in the fandom. We have some new voices speaking up, yes, but it&rsquo;s chump change in comparison to the larger audience.</p>
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Question: <p>Maybe will already works for vecna&hellip; maybe will planned to kill el to steal mike!&#128556;</p>
Answer: <div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="225" data-orig-width="400"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d0a5250ab42224aa00c713e2dbb0522d/39e62870af60d31f-6d/s640x960/5647a8639b9a5dcb8e943deb0b19827bd4b82358.gif" data-orig-height="225" data-orig-width="400"/></figure></div>
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Question: <p>It&rsquo;s wild how you seem to have lost all hope about Byler, but while I was there with you in the immediate aftermath of volume 2, I&rsquo;m once again completely and thoroughly confident in Byler&hellip; even MORE than I was in the month leading up to July 1. I know that Byler will be endgame in season 5. Like I have zero doubt, because all the evidence explicitly points in that direction, and the general audience is catching on. Why do you feel that the monologue was the death knell to Byler when the story isn&rsquo;t over, and the evidence is the highest it&rsquo;s ever been? I think we just expected too much too soon, but milkshake is bones. </p>
Answer: <p>I dunno, maybe I&rsquo;m overreacting. Being a counselor doesn&rsquo;t make me immune to emotions, nor does it allow me to treat myself when I get lost in them. All I know is that the Duffers struck a nerve when they had Will&rsquo;s feelings be the basis for Mike telling El he loves her.</p><p>I&rsquo;ve seen some of the analysis videos people have made, particularly regarding the monologue. I can&rsquo;t deny that good points are made in them. The vines tightening the entire time, only to stop when El looks over to Max. Mike saying the opposite of what he says to Will when they can&rsquo;t both be how he feels. The direct comparisons to what he says vs what he&rsquo;s done in the past.</p><p>What I can&rsquo;t get past, though, is that, if this was supposed to cast doubt on Mike actually loving El romantically, why does it seem like only a fraction of the fanbase has noticed that? </p><p>I imagine I&rsquo;ll come down from this irrational rage I&rsquo;m feeling that no doubt has me looking like a crazy person, but I doubt I have it in me to do any analyses of my own anymore. I was serious when I posted about that. I suppose it&rsquo;s nice to see that there&rsquo;s still plenty of other people out there doing what I just can&rsquo;t do anymore. I hope it turns out that you all were right.</p>
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Question: <p>no offense, but you keep saying &ldquo;majority of the audience&rdquo; view mileven as well written and the monologue as good, when this is simply not true? people irl, people on tiktok, people on several social media sites have continuously talked about the monolgue feeling off and just being annoyed with mileven in general, and preferring lumax. as someone who has always been heavily involved with st on all social medias, and irl in general, i have never seen this many people against mileven or annoyed with it in my life. does this mean most see it this way? no, maybe not, but the fact that there is such an upturn in doneness towards mileven is undeniable </p>
Answer: <p>Fair enough, I shouldn&rsquo;t be assuming it&rsquo;s a majority of the audience. That&rsquo;s probably my emotions getting the better of me, causing me to fall into hyperbole. </p><p>I have noticed that people are more vocal against Mike and El&rsquo;s relationship, so it&rsquo;s another fair point. It doesn&rsquo;t seem to be the narrative that Netflix or the Duffers are promoting, though.</p><p>Honestly, Lumax is the superior ship among the younger teens right now, perhaps even among all characters. I wasn&rsquo;t expecting that after last season. How anyone can look at Mike and El, in comparison, and think those two are in love is beyond me. Max and Lucas are able to show it without even saying it.</p>
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Question: <p>Trust me, I don&rsquo;t wanna put all my faith into the DB just  to get my hopes crushed in two years but I just believe that there&rsquo;s no way the Duffers purposely wrote that clich&eacute; monologue thinking it was amazing unless that was the point. Sure we can blame all the inconsistencies on forgetfulness by the Duffers but that would mean that they don&rsquo;t gives themselves a recap on character arcs and plot points &#65532;that have already been shown (and its clear that most character arcs have not been completed). They&rsquo;ve shown us they can write a good monologue multiple times and I don&rsquo;t believe that they would&rsquo;ve gotten this far with the show with the clich&eacute; writing that we saw in the S4 finale&#65532;.</p>
Answer: <p>That monologue was indeed horrible, but most people seem to think it was great. I don&rsquo;t know how the Duffers could think that was some great monologue that Finn &ldquo;knocked out of the park,&rdquo; or however they described it. It was frantic and cliché. I suppose they wanted some authenticity to it, which is why they allowed Finn to ad lib, but, compared to other monologues, as you mentioned, it was lacking. Even in this season alone, there were better performances, but the Duffers chose to highlight this one? Mike showed more genuine emotion talking to Will in episode 4 before the shootout.</p><p>It&rsquo;s not even that I don&rsquo;t want to have hope anymore. I can&rsquo;t. It just hurts far too much. When you identify as much with a character as I do with Will, it&rsquo;s a huge fall when a story fails to reach expectations. Will&rsquo;s pain is my pain, and I feel like the Duffers are exploiting that pain for the benefit of this little geek fantasy relationship with Mike and El.</p><p>I keep telling myself to keep my virtual mouth shut, because people don&rsquo;t want to see doubt, but I just feel like everyone here is heading towards even more pain in a couple years. Yes, there are some very faint wisps of hope remaining, which, honestly, just makes things more frustrating for me. I suppose my reaction is a defense mechanism to prevent myself from getting my hopes up again. I shouldn&rsquo;t be broadcasting my negativity, though, so I apologize for that. I&rsquo;m just so full of anger and empathetic pain.</p>
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Question: <p> Hi there. May I ask what exactly changed your opinions on Byler? I&rsquo;m feeling a bit discouraged as well. I hope you&rsquo;re well btw x </p>
Answer: <p>I am not well, but I will be. This isn&rsquo;t the first time I&rsquo;ve been disappointed. It&rsquo;s just the first time I&rsquo;ve made matters worse by reading into things.</p><p>Quite simply, we deluded ourselves. We made assumptions about the writing that don&rsquo;t align with what the Duffers are actually trying to do. I, for example, tried to apply psychology to the situation, but it was ridiculous in retrospect considering the Duffers have no background in psychology. These characters aren&rsquo;t intricately developed, except maybe El. A ton of it is made up as they go along in the process of creating the story they want. This is why characterizations can seem so inconsistent. What worked one season doesn&rsquo;t necessarily work the next. </p><p>We also based a lot of theories off of things that were essentially marketing gimmicks and merchandise. The Duffers have absolutely no input into any of this. We never should have put any stock into <i>any </i>of it. The fact that we did is just testament to how desperate we were.</p><p>Mike having Smalltown Boy on his &ldquo;official&rdquo; soundtrack? It&rsquo;s because he&rsquo;s literally a small town boy, nothing more. The people making those playlists weren&rsquo;t doing deep dives into the lyrics and themes of songs to make matches, and they certainly didn&rsquo;t know about future story arcs.</p><p>StrangerWriters saying that they don&rsquo;t believe in love at first sight? Just the opinion of the person running the account as they try to engage with fans.</p><p>&ldquo;Let&rsquo;s start a new party, you and me&rdquo;? Same situation, it was just the account engaging with fans.</p><p>When all is said and done, we can really only trust what the show portrays. Unfortunately, they&rsquo;ve decided to go with Mike and El being in love. We see it as a relationship with terrible development, but most people don&rsquo;t agree with that, unfortunately. Will&rsquo;s love, meanwhile, is being used to not only benefit El&rsquo;s story, but also set up his own. Will is going to likely be victimized by Vecna, and his rejection by Mike is likely going to be how he succeeds. Will is going to lose all his fight when Vecna exploits those feelings.</p><p>Right now the biggest hope I see people clinging to is how horrible of an ending it would be for Will if he doesn&rsquo;t end up with Mike. I agree. However, the Duffers, and the majority of the audience, don&rsquo;t. </p><p>I also see people bringing up the fact that there won&rsquo;t be any new characters introduced. People are assuming this must mean that Will gets with Mike because the Duffers wouldn&rsquo;t just let him be the only character without a relationship. Again, another assumption based on something only this small part of the fandom even thinks. The best thing we could hope for with Will is that he gets a shallow, undeveloped love interest. That&rsquo;s what they&rsquo;re doing with Robin, after all. Do you guys really expect to see much of Vickie in season 5? I don&rsquo;t expect her to even be there. </p><p>Will is being set up to be yet another addition to the tragic gay character trope. His journey exists to allow a mostly straight audience to sympathize with him because of his pain, but without risk of alienating that audience by giving him what he wants. Honestly? I&rsquo;d be surprised if he even survives. </p>
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Question: <p>What do you think about the theory that Will is going to go missing again before the 2 year time skip and that kind of catapults mike into realizing his feelings? Do you think that&rsquo;s a good route they could take to carry out Byler? </p>
Answer: <p>A month ago, I would have thought this a possibility. I would have thought that losing Will again could knock some sense into Mike. However, that&rsquo;s no longer the case. </p><p>There&rsquo;s not going to be a happy ending for Will. The Duffers are going for the tragic gay character that the audience feels sympathy for. It&rsquo;s standard &ldquo;gay stories for a straight audience&rdquo; tripe that I honestly should have expected. I feel incredibly foolish for getting my hopes up.</p>
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Question: <p>Now you have me very intrigued with your thoughts on the show/will </p>
Answer: <p>I will not be sharing my thoughts anymore. It&rsquo;s not like I&rsquo;ve been all that right in the past, anyway.</p><p>Besides, it&rsquo;s not my place to bring negativity into the fandom.</p>
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Question: <p>Personally I&rsquo;m more interested in Will at the center of the supernatural plot and the Will/Henry parallels than in Byler (Mike isn&rsquo;t interesting enough to me) and S5 looks promising wrt the former. So I hope you&rsquo;ll stay around analyzing and speculating about it!</p>
Answer: <p>Trust me, if you all knew where my thoughts were on this show right now, especially regarding Will, you wouldn&rsquo;t want me to share them.</p>
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Question: <p>Alright so I think the only way that half of the things that the d*ffers and the cast have said can only make sense if they filmed season five scenes at the same time as season four. It's either this or everybody's just straight up lying which I hate to accuse them of, especially the younger actors who are practically children and are probably told what to say. But truly nothing makes sense if that was really all they had to give us. Where was any of the good content they promised?</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;d like to believe that, but I don&rsquo;t think they&rsquo;ve ever really done such things before. They have only recently begun <i>writing </i>season 5, according to reports. </p><p>There&rsquo;s a lot that I question, such as Noah posting wearing a harness, despite not having a scene that&rsquo;d require one, or Noah being in the roller rink in the wrong outfit. There&rsquo;s also the matter of the ending feeling very incomplete. Perhaps they want us asking certain questions heading into the final season, but, like, why did Mike and El seem so emotionally distant? They didn&rsquo;t really interact after the monologue. Where happened with Owens and Sullivan? Where are Murray, Dmitri, and Yuri? Why did Owens&rsquo; agents in Hawkins not ever really do anything?</p><p>Despite the season being so long, it still feels like a lot was left cut or unfinished. I suppose it could technically be put into season 5, but, why? They claim they may need a time jump, but the danger for season 5 is already clear and present. Are we supposed to have a little prologue that picks up short after season 4 that jumps into &ldquo;5 Years Later&rdquo; like Avengers: Endgame?</p><p>Sometime I feel like I give the Duffers too much credit as writers. It really does feel like a lot of this gets made up as they go alone.</p>
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Question: <p>What has general fandom reception been to v2? Do you think the duffers know abt the queerbaiting claims </p>
Answer: <p>I can&rsquo;t say I have a handle on the general fandom. I&rsquo;ve seen a handful of articles questioning if the Duffers are guilty of queerbaiting, though. I suppose that counts as a &ldquo;general fandom reception&rdquo; since it&rsquo;s not just Byler fans on social media (even if these articles are largely pulling from social media). It&rsquo;s still an acknowledgement that the question of if it&rsquo;s queerbaiting is a legitimate one. </p><p>The Duffers may not know just yet. It&rsquo;s only been a day. But I feel like it&rsquo;s only a matter of time. The problem I see is fans and the media forgetting about it by the time the Duffers get around to interviews.</p>
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Question: <p>There is another thing the duffers have to explain to me . They knew that Reddit was leaking everything ( they said that once in an interview, not directly but they did ) and why the hell did they not care ? </p>
Answer: <p>They seemed to be in denial about it, or they were just trying to do damage control. I remember them saying once that they had precautions in place and none of the leaks had things figured out. That&rsquo;s sort of a hard claim to make now after we&rsquo;ve seen it.</p><p>I hope they can do a better job protecting things next season.</p>
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Question: <p>Why was Lonnie at a table read? Why was Noah wearing a harness?  Why was that song called "Dear Willy"? Questions that haunt me</p>
Answer: <p>I guess it wasn&rsquo;t really Lonnie, even if it did look like him.</p><p>The song title must have just been a typo that nobody caught.</p><p>Noah in a harness&hellip;I have no idea. I didn&rsquo;t see any scenes where he&rsquo;d need one. </p>
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Question: <p>I don't know how to say this delicately, but the amount of unhappiness they've heaped on Will, I'll honestly be shocked if he doesn't try to take his own l*fe next season. He's one step away from a breakdown at all times and only Jonathan even notices. And even Jonathan can't give him hope for the future. He can say he loves him, sure, but but when does that stop being enough? Will will probably try to sacrifice himself for his friends, figuring his life doesn't matter anyway</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s a fear of mine that they&rsquo;re heading in the direction of Will sacrificing himself so the others can be happy. It&rsquo;d be an unbelievably bleak ending, not to mention a hopeless message to LGBT youth out there, but they just seem to love loading Will with pain.</p><p>We&rsquo;ll have to wait and see where things go. It&rsquo;s not really impossible for Will to have a happy ending, but it would require him and Mike actually resolving their feelings.</p>
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Question: <p>Did you know Noah called Will his "baby"</p>
Answer: <p>Maybe because Will cries every season?</p><p>I kid, well, mostly.</p><p>I really want to know why Noah is all excited about this role. I don&rsquo;t really follow his career. Is this all he really has? If I saw my role in a TV show get steadily smaller and more cliched, I think I&rsquo;d feel bitter about it.</p><p>Unless he knows something we don&rsquo;t, the role doesn&rsquo;t seem like an enviable one anymore, if it ever really was.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you know what frustrates me the most about the assassination of Mike&rsquo;s character? Whenever I see ppl pointing it out on social there&rsquo;s so many replies saying &ldquo;it&rsquo;s realistic. Friends grow apart.&rdquo; But like, is *that* the narrative the GA wants to see? A friendship that was so strong on a tv show that is *supposedly* about the bonds of friendship being slowly degraded? Sorry but that is just so f*cking depressing. How does doing this to Mike and Will&rsquo;s friendship serve the overall story of ST??</p>
Answer: <p>Except that they hinted that the whole problem with Mike and Will is them still caring, but screwing up. Their respective speeches to each other show this.</p><p>Mike was so overly focused on El that he ended up feeling like he lost Will. (Episode 4)</p><p>Will was so afraid of losing Mike, that he unintentionally pushed him away. (Episode 8)</p><p>They both just worried so much that their friendship was falling apart, that they&hellip;let their friendship fall apart. The pain of finding out the other didn&rsquo;t care would have hurt more than just letting things die out. It was a &ldquo;slow motion breakup&rdquo; just like Jonathan was doing with Nancy. Better to let it end than face the worse pain.</p><p><b>Their friendship nearly almost ended because of how much they missed each other</b>, and we&rsquo;re supposed to listen to people who say &ldquo;friends grow apart&rdquo;?</p><p>Fuck that.</p>
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Question: <p>That post you reblogged about Vecna needing a new vessel? </p><p>Are we forgetting that Max is right there and conveniently alive sans-consciousness? </p><p>I hate both ideas btw, it just occurred to me that Max is literally kind of "vacant" right now, if you know what I mean.</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, such a good point.</p><p>I wonder if they could really pull another Max-centric/Vecna arc, though. Wouldn&rsquo;t it be recycling this season?</p><p>And yeah, I hate the idea too. As I said to <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> it&rsquo;s one of those things where you dislike the idea but it does, unfortunately, made some narrative sense. But good point about Max being vacant.</p><p>Having said that, they did say that Vecna takes everything from someone, their past, their future, everything. That implies that although Max is &lsquo;vacant&rsquo; she is also 'empty&rsquo;, meaning there is nothing left for Vecna to use. Will, on the other hand&hellip;</p>
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Question: <p>Hi! Im not sure if tumblr is sending my asks (in general not only to you I think) so could you please respond if you see this? Sorry for bothering you!</p>
Answer: <p>I got it. Sorry if you sent some I haven&rsquo;t responded to. I&rsquo;ve gotten well over 100 today, and I can&rsquo;t possibly get to all of them.</p>
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Question: <p>do you think they made Will lie and Mike say ily because of those lies because they're planning on mike finding in s5 and so byler happens? If not, what do you imagine for s5?</p>
Answer: <p>If this season was any indicator, I fully expect them to go into season 5 without them even acknowledging it. Hey, maybe they&rsquo;ll give Will a new two-dimensional love interest!</p><p>I honestly don&rsquo;t know what they have in mind for season 5. Considering just how little I predicted accurately this season, I wouldn&rsquo;t be the one to ask, anyway.</p>
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Question: <p>I cannot even like Mileven anymore even if I want to, and I'm a multi-shipper. The base reason as to why they got together and supposedly ''fixed'' their relationship problem was because of Will. Will lied that the painting was El's idea, ''youre the heart'' thing was El's idea, and that he basically confessed to Mike there using El/she as pronouns to cover it up. And that the writers used it as El's love and affection to Mike. They literally used Will's love as El's love. Then made Mike use Will's love confession for him to confess to Eleven. And Will had to push for it to happen. Now Mike thinks all of those ideas were actually El's ideas and the reason he came up with the confession was because of Will's coded-confession... Why did they do this? When they could have easily made those ideas as truly El's ideas rather than Will's? Like I genuinely dont understand. Will wasn't just giving advice for them to fix their relationship. He literally was the base reason as to why Mileven made up. And I'm supposed to like Mileven, knowing that their relationship supposedly got 'fixed' all due to and at the expense of Will. What.</p>
Answer: <p>I think you said it best here.</p><p>&ldquo;They literally used Will&rsquo;s love as El&rsquo;s love. Then made Mike use Will&rsquo;s love confession for him to confess to Eleven.&rdquo;</p><p>Will has unintentionally screwed up here. He thinks he&rsquo;s helping out his sister and his best friend (whom he&rsquo;s in love with), but it came as a result of lies. What Will said could theoretically be accurate with how El does feel, but it&rsquo;s clear that he&rsquo;s just using El as a cover so Mike doesn&rsquo;t realize how he really feels. </p><p>The problem is that it cheapens not only Will&rsquo;s feelings, but also Mike and El&rsquo;s relationship. It feels like they&rsquo;re <b>both </b>using El as a cover now, a sort of go-between for their feelings.</p><p>That&rsquo;s not fair to El, let alone each other. I just don&rsquo;t see how this gets resolved in a genuine way with everything they&rsquo;ve left hanging. They&rsquo;d need another season as long as this one.</p>
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Question: <p>Why did the writers think it was a good idea to have Will completely break down in front of Mike and have him just sit there like an utter dumb bitch? Did they not think about how it will look? About how it would make people absolutely hate their "main guy"? It's bizarre.</p>
Answer: <p>Because I&rsquo;d wager most viewers honestly didn&rsquo;t notice Mike&rsquo;s lack of a reaction.</p>
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Question: <p>I hate that are still going, wait Will is gay??? I think he might be in love with Mike...?? It's terrible, and the worse thing is that these shitty screenwriters still cater to that dumb audience. </p>
Answer: <p>Sigh&hellip;</p><p>Well, at least more people are noticing.</p>
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Question: <p>Wait, who said that about mike only caring about will in season 2 because he missed el? In beyond stranger things?</p>
Answer: <p>They talked about Mike in the Beyond Stranger Things that aired after season 2. It should still be available on Netflix. </p><p>They mentioned something like he was in a dark place with El gone, but taking care of Will brought out his light. They really went and made it seem like he only did it all because he needed someone to take care of with El gone. They didn&rsquo;t talk at all about his friendship with Will.</p><p>As much as it really makes so many things not make sense, I have to accept the possibility that this is really what&rsquo;s been going on all along. The problem is that it makes Mike look like a giant asshole who uses Will, not to mention clashes with how worried Mike was about Will before he even met El.</p>
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Question: <p>Caleb brought up the word &ldquo;traitor&rdquo; when asked to describe the season in one word.</p>
Answer: <p>Ah, well, he was probably referring to the Duffers.</p>
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Question: <p>I think Byler is gonna happen. One way or another. I think the Duffers can't risk pulling that bury your gays card in 2023 or whatever year they're planning on releasing S5. They're already being heavily criticized on every major social media platform. And it's seems like it's not only the LGBTQ community. Even the general audience is giving them a hard time.</p>
Answer: <p>People are starting to wonder what the Duffers are doing, but I don&rsquo;t know that it&rsquo;s as heavy as you&rsquo;re making it out to be. </p><p>One thing is for sure: they have to have <i>something </i>planned for Will in season 5. If they really just left it here, then that would be the biggest crime of all.</p><p>It can still be an unsatisfying, and even insulting, resolution, though, even if Will doesn&rsquo;t get killed off. They could have him &ldquo;grow&rdquo; into moving on from Mike with little explanation. They could give him an undeveloped love interest, like they did with Robin. They could just have him come out to Mike, and have Mike accept him without returning his feelings, just leaving it at that.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t want to say that the only satisfying resolution is Mike returning Will&rsquo;s feelings, but, at this point, they haven&rsquo;t really left many other options. They&rsquo;re going into the final season with Will&rsquo;s personal arc <i>still </i>being about him loving Mike.</p><p>They chose this, not me.</p>
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Question: <p>It really, really bothers me that the duffers keep on sidelining Will when not only his character has an awful big potential, but Noah is also an INCREDIBLE actor. He got so little screen time and people are still blown away by his performance, especially the van scene. How are they not exploiting that??? He&rsquo;s totally wasted. I don&rsquo;t get how they didn&rsquo;t decide to keep his role big after his performance in s2, and he&rsquo;s still giving, despite being overall almost not relevant. A mystery. </p>
Answer: <p>Maybe Noah&rsquo;s gimmick is just that he&rsquo;s really good at/enjoys playing tragic, sad characters. Otherwise, I can&rsquo;t really understand why he&rsquo;d be happy about what they&rsquo;re doing with Will.</p>
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Question: <p>Wait. Vecna WAS the mind flayer? So Vecna literally was in Will? Wha-? </p>
Answer: <p>It almost seems like the Mindflayer, or Shadow, whatever, is the &ldquo;life force&rdquo; of the Upside Down or something. The dormant creatures in the Russian lab apparently came &ldquo;alive&rdquo; when the &ldquo;shadow&rdquo; entered them.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t know. None of it really makes any sense, and they didn&rsquo;t do much to explain it. </p><p>But Vecna can&rsquo;t really be the Mindflayer considering the Shadow and the Upside Down both existed already when he got there.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4 spoilers

Post id: 688620955358150656
Date: 2022-07-02 00:01:58 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/688620955358150656
Slug: im-confused-about-the-ud-it-seems-that-vecna-is
Reblog key: L5Bfgh3t
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I'm confused about the UD. It seems that Vecna is the main villain/boss and also the MF? What, did the MF just "existed" there as a big back cloud and... wasn't violent? Or El indeed created it when she banished 1 and it looked like that because she had little to no imagination? She can bring people back to life (kinda) and there are some other Biblical connections (her at doors/banishing "Lucifer"), etc., so maybe creating alt words is one of her powers, too, haha. Still dunno about Vecna :/</p>
Answer: <p>Except she didn&rsquo;t even know she could do it. She thought she had killed him. Her power was to create Gates, and Henry coveted that power, which is apparently why the monster in season 3 bit her and rejoined the main creature (at least <i>that </i>got addressed).</p><p>Whatever the Upside Down is, it existed when Henry got there. There were even creatures there that looked like the early lifecycle stages of a demogorgon. It seemed created to almost be Hell itself, which would go along with the other religious imagery they used.</p><p>I have no idea what the Shadow that became known as the Mindflayer is, but they seem to be indicating that it was always Vecna, not the Mindflayer, that Will was sensing. </p><p>It&rsquo;s a ridiculous concept, but it&rsquo;s almost like Henry literally got sent to Hell, only to take it over. </p><p>What we don&rsquo;t know is why it now looks like Hawkins.</p><p>It also raises the question of what Henry wanted with Will, now that we know Vecna was apparently behind everything.</p><p>Ugh, it really feels like they&rsquo;re going to have a villain Will arc in season 5, or, at least, tease it.</p>
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Question: <p>Wait, what was the  &ldquo;traitor&rdquo; hint about?</p>
Answer: <p>I never even saw the original source of this, so I have no idea.</p>
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Question: <p>Read someone say that last shot has the endgame couples framed (Jancy, Jopper) and then obviously Mike and El, with El in the front because she&rsquo;s ready to fight. So, obviously, Will is there just because. No reason at all. Why are they always framing him as if he was an intruder?</p>
Answer: <p>Except El wasn&rsquo;t even close to being with Mike, only in front.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="293" data-orig-width="622"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0f86e17e4f34ec279ea9bbf47305f83d/5ad8edde98d19067-1b/s640x960/eb3532074155d955e18106b1036ad73503da2383.jpg" data-orig-height="293" data-orig-width="622"/></figure></div><p>She&rsquo;s waaaay in front. Mike had the option of following her down there, while still staying a bit behind, but he didn&rsquo;t. Mike and Will aren&rsquo;t holding hands like the other two pairs, but they&rsquo;re still standing together like them. </p><p>Look, this scene could have had all six of them standing together, just with the two &ldquo;couples&rdquo; holding hands. They even could have had Will standing by himself.</p><p>They didn&rsquo;t do that. </p><p>They framed it <i>this </i>way.</p><p>This, <b><i>this</i></b>, is why we feel like we&rsquo;re being baited. </p><p>They&rsquo;ve been doing stuff like this for years now.</p>
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Question: <p>It's like every time El is gone in someway, they have him use Will to distract himself from her lose. When thats done and El is back, he ditches him.</p>
Answer: <p>Which is&hellip;a <i>terrible </i>story to write for one of your heroes.</p><p>Do the Duffers not realize how odd this looks?</p>
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Question: <p>There was absolutely no hint whatsoever at the whole &ldquo;I can&rsquo;t say I love her because I&rsquo;m scared one day she won&rsquo;t need me anymore&rdquo; in vol. 1. None. We saw nothing of what was going on in Mike&rsquo;s head (still wondering if that was done on purpose). How is that a good build up for a love confession? It was just thrown there at the last minute. Will&rsquo;s painting got so much build up and we saw it for a second and then it disappeared. What the hell?</p>
Answer: <p>Yes, I agree. That entire &ldquo;rationale&rdquo; just seemed to come out of nowhere. In fact, Will was the one of whom he expressed a fear of losing.</p><p>So much about it doesn&rsquo;t make sense. They set up Mike being afraid that El wouldn&rsquo;t like hearing the truth. He seemed to realize something and nod when Will spoke to him on top of the car. </p><p>Perhaps it was too much to expect Mike to suddenly realize he loves Will, but there&rsquo;s far more to back that up than Mike just being afraid that telling El he loves her would make it hurt more when she left him. And it&rsquo;s incredibly frustrating how easily Mike seems to cast Will aside anytime El is around.</p><p>It makes me worried that they&rsquo;re indeed setting up a villain arc for Will when he just can&rsquo;t take it anymore. I mean, he just had to sit there and listen to Mike tell El that his life didn&rsquo;t begin until the day he met El, which was one of the worst days of Will&rsquo;s life. The boy has been slowly watching Mike drift away from him, only occasionally clinging back to him when El is gone.</p><p>Part of me fears that Beyond Stranger Things was right, and Mike only acted protective of Will in season 2 because he missed El.</p><p>If this is indeed supposed to be some grand love story for Mike and El, I just have two questions:</p><ol><li>Why is Mike and El&rsquo;s relationship so empty and poorly developed?</li><li>Why is Will being built up to just continuously suffer for the sake of Mike and El&rsquo;s relationship?</li></ol>
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Question: <p>When infuriates me about Mike's speech is other than the fact that it's almost a copy and paste of what Will said to Mike, it's how he claimed to fall in love with El at "first sight" and how it changed his life on the day Will went missing, garbage! Plus, didn't the writers do a question game om Twitter about S4 and how they would only answer questions as a lie, and when someone asked them if they believed in love at first, they said yes but it was really meant to be no? So what the hell was up with that then?</p>
Answer: <p>We shouldn&rsquo;t take anything that strangerwriters account said as fact. The truth is that it was run by a production assistant who may have had some level of access to the writers. Much of the time, though, the posts were done by her as a fun way to interact with the fans. Our biggest mistake was reading into anything that account ever said. When that post happened, all it meant was that the assistant running the account didn&rsquo;t believe in love at first sight.</p><p>As much as I have reasons to doubt the &ldquo;great monologue&rdquo; Mike had, this isn&rsquo;t one of those reasons.</p>
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Question: <p>I was wondering - does ANYONE (besides Cali group who probably guesses given the way Mike and Will looked at El) actually know that it was Eleven who saved Max? Lucas tells them that they died and it's a miracle she's alive (M and W look at El and "knows") but El says nothing. She doesn't comment "I know/I saw/I did that". She just stares at Max. Also, what is your take on El not being able to find Max in "darkness"? I guess she's not "gone" (tho her mum seems to be in better shape) but yeah...</p>
Answer: <p>It doesn&rsquo;t seem like anyone in Hawkins knows what El did, and the epilogue did a really shitty job of tying anything together. From them not explaining what El did, to Mike and El not even talking after the &ldquo;great monologue,&rdquo; to Will suddenly being all &ldquo;no, he&rsquo;s still here, I felt him,&rdquo; to characters disappearing, never to be seen again, things just were not wrapped up well.</p><p>I mean, they don&rsquo;t even really do a good job telling the audience exactly what happened with El and Max. One second, Max seems dead, but, the next, El is all &ldquo;no!&rdquo; and she touches her, and somehow Max is alive, but in a coma. The Jesus &ldquo;savior&rdquo; imagery with her being crucified to the door was bad enough, but her &ldquo;healing&rdquo; Max with a touch is even more cringe.</p><p>As for her not being able to find Max in the darkness, I&rsquo;m guessing it&rsquo;s because she has no conscious mind at the moment. She&rsquo;s probably halfway between life and death, or something like that. But, again, the show did a terrible job of wrapping anything up.</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;m so confused, how are they going to bring time travel or the use of time into it??? </p>
Answer: <p>Will is going to use the Upside Down to go back to November 6, 1983 and lead Henry to his younger self, preventing his rescue. That way Mike and El can be happy together without him being there to ruin things.</p><p>This is 99% sarcasm.</p>
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Question: <p>People keep bringing up the 80s as an excuse for why Will's sexuality hasn't been made textual. It's so dumb, as if Stranger Things ever cared about the political and social framework of the 80s. The shows uses the 80s in a purely aesthetic manner. They haven't addressed anything regarding that time period seriously ever. Even the Cold War inspiration/references are adressed in a very dumb black/white way.</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s a total copout. Ordinarily, I&rsquo;d be able to understand the idea that it wouldn&rsquo;t be so easy in the 80s. However, the show glosses over other things that wouldn&rsquo;t be realistic in the 80s.</p><p>Interracial relationships weren&rsquo;t quite as taboo in the 80s as they once were, but, in a conservative town, Max and Lucas would realistically be getting some looks and comments. That, however, is not touched on, except for some comments by Billy in season 2.</p><p>The only times &ldquo;realism&rdquo; comes into play on Stranger Things is apparently when it comes to Will. </p><p>On one hand, I like that they&rsquo;re treating it as seriously as they should, but, on the other hand, I hate &ldquo;it&rsquo;s the 80s&rdquo; being used as an excuse for why they&rsquo;re still not being totally open about it. And don&rsquo;t get me started on them making it look like Will can&rsquo;t ever be happy because of it.</p>
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Question: <p>https://www.vulture.com/article/stranger-things-4-finale-did-will-byers-come-out.html did you read this?</p>
Answer: <p>I love how they have a category called &ldquo;Will Byers Gay Watch&rdquo; that, as of now, consists solely of this article.</p><p>Anyway, more media coverage is only a good thing. The Duffers have to address this eventually.</p>
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Question: <p>Oooh! Maybe they&rsquo;re waiting until both male actors are over 18. Because you know 11&amp;12 year olds can kiss if one&rsquo;s a girl, but two guys are just going to skip right to sex. Oh, homophobia.</p>
Answer: <p>I can buy that they wouldn&rsquo;t want to go into a romance with the two of them when one actor is an adult and the other is a minor, but they didn&rsquo;t even really plant any seeds. At best, we have the vaguest of hints that things aren&rsquo;t as well with Mike and El as they seem (because they didn&rsquo;t have any scenes together after the monologue), and that Mike <i>may </i>have picked up on what Will was saying in the van.</p><p>It&rsquo;s not impossible that Byler could still happen, but I don&rsquo;t know how they can properly address it without rushing it and (rightfully) pissing off Mileven fans.</p><p>The age thing is potentially a real issue, but that wouldn&rsquo;t prevent them from doing things that don&rsquo;t require physical intimacy.</p>
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Question: <p>At least they sorta confirmed that Will has powers. Let's just hope they'll give him a happy ending (with Mike).</p>
Answer: <p>Not really. All they did was bring back him being able to sense the Mindflayer, or Vecna, or whatever the hell it is.</p><p>It was fairly annoying that we didn&rsquo;t get to see him sense it when they crossed into Hawkins. That isn&rsquo;t the sort of thing to make an &ldquo;oh, by the way&rdquo; moment. It felt so shoehorned in that I would think Will was making it up just to get attention from Mike if it weren&rsquo;t for the ending.</p>
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Question: <p>I'll admit I low-key enjoy the way so many fans are giving the Duffers s*hit on social media. For various reasons, not only Byler, but that doesn't matter to me right now because that's how they'll know they messed up season 4.</p>
Answer: <p>The thing is, I don&rsquo;t want people to give them shit so that they&rsquo;ll know they messed up.</p><p>I want people to give them shit so they&rsquo;ll be forced to address what seem like major inconsistencies and queerbaiting that make them out to be terrible writers.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not willing to wait two more years to find out if they suck.</p>
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Question: <p>so what was the stranger writers tweeting about not believing in love at first sight then,,,</p>
Answer: <p>I think we all read way too much into what that account put out.</p><p>At the end of the day, it was run by someone who was basically an intern or assistant. I doubt she had any real insider info unless it was given to her as part of a coordinated marketing effort.</p>
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Question: <p>oh, what things are making you hopeful?</p>
Answer: <p>Things like:</p><p>Mike being more emotional in his scenes with Will than even the monologue to El.</p><p>Mike only jumping into his monologue after Will urged him to be the heart.</p><p>Mike&rsquo;s monologue being suspiciously similar to what he told Will in season 2, but also telling El exactly what he thought she needed to hear.</p><p>Mike&rsquo;s excuse for not telling El he loved her having <i>nothing </i>to do with Will&rsquo;s &ldquo;what if they don&rsquo;t like the truth&rdquo; speech.</p><p>Mike and El not having any follow-up to their relationship afterwards.</p><p>Mike and Will standing together at the end, while two other couples do the same.</p><p>I also have a lot of trouble accepting that Mike didn&rsquo;t realize that Will was lying when he said the painting was El&rsquo;s idea, considering El specifically mentioned not knowing what he was painting in her letter.</p><p>I think Will may have shot himself in the foot here. His telling Mike that he needs to be the heart may have convinced Mike that he needs to be with El.</p><p>And now, just like that, there&rsquo;s reason for me to hope.</p><p>And I hate it.</p><p>Because now they can hurt me again.</p>
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Question: <p>you know, i have a lot of negative things to say, but i want to take a second to say noah schnapp is actually a phenomenal actor. that painting scene was so great partially because he Made it great - the line delivery on every part of it hit me right in the gut it felt so Real like he was actually feeling it. i was blown away the younger cast (minus finn, honestly - i love him tho) was so good this season </p>
Answer: <p>Honestly, Finn was great in scenes that didn&rsquo;t involve El. Those scenes were the only ones where he felt phony. Even that monologue. His scenes with Will, though? You could see a lot of emotion in those. It felt restrained, but I think that was the point.</p><p>I agree about Noah, though. I want to know if he consulted with anyone to get things right with how Will is feeling. He really seems to grasp the pain a gay kid in love with his best friend would be feeling back then.</p><p>Caleb also did a phenomenal job, particularly in the final episode.</p><p>Ditto Gaten and Sadie.</p><p>The bulk of the young cast often gets overshadowed, but they showed their worth here.</p>
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Question: <p>i get why people are mad about the way will&rsquo;s sexuality was used just as a way to bring mileven together but i&rsquo;m kinda not mad that he didn&rsquo;t come out properly? like will said that he feels like he&rsquo;s a mistake, he couldn&rsquo;t even say that about himself so he had to pretend like he was talking about el. that doesn&rsquo;t sound like someone who is ready to come out at all, and will has probably only become aware of his feelings for mike since moving to lenora, so it doesn&rsquo;t really make sense for byler to have happened in a healthy way this season anyway. idk i get it&rsquo;s annoying that they&rsquo;re building it up and it seems like it&rsquo;s taking ages (which yeah it probably would&rsquo;ve happened sooner if it wasn&rsquo;t for all the different characters and plots) but i really don&rsquo;t think will is ready to come out yet </p>
Answer: <p>Of course, he&rsquo;s not ready to come out. Nobody in his position would be. We can&rsquo;t forget, though, that he&rsquo;s in exactly the position he was written to be in. This isn&rsquo;t some real person going through a normal course of events. We&rsquo;re where we are with his story because it&rsquo;s how the Duffers decided to go about it. Now we&rsquo;re heading into the final season with him probably at the lowest point he&rsquo;s ever been. </p><p>This was almost the final season. They said they only decided on a fifth while still working on this one, when they realized they&rsquo;d need more time. If they have a plan for a happy ending with Will, then I don&rsquo;t know why they&rsquo;re taking such a scenic route about it. They don&rsquo;t exactly have time for that.</p>
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Question: <p>The miscommunication around the painting and Will posing his feelings for Mike as El&rsquo;s has such a Cyrano De Bergerac-esque, rom-com trope feel to it that I would almost have hope if this was any other show. Like, what were they trying to do here? If it must be one-sided why not just have Will confess this season, be gently rejected, and they rebuild their friendship? Why leave it open like this, complicate BOTH relationships even further, and drag Will&rsquo;s suffering into the next season? Yikes.</p>
Answer: <p>If they continue this into season 5, only for Will to get rejected, then I will riot. You will finally learn who I am when you see me on the news.</p>
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Question: <p>The problem is that a lot is still hanging. If we&rsquo;d gotten a realization about Will&rsquo;s feelings on Mike&rsquo;s part and a rejection, as much as it would have sucked, we could have just put an end to it there and then. Let them be friends or not be friends. But Mike told El he loves her through Will&rsquo;s encouragment, and Mike still has no damn clue about Will&rsquo;s feelings. And yes, I know this doesn&rsquo;t mean he would reciprocate, but it does mean that the plot will be explored more (I gather). Which means more suffering for Will, more weird behavior from Mike. I don&rsquo;t see the point of doing this. If Will wants to move on, he needs closure. He needs to tell Mike how he feels, and Mike has the right to know. It seems like they just left it open for whatever reason. At this point, the possibility they won&rsquo;t address any of this is real, because it&rsquo;s just too strange.</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s infuriating because they&rsquo;re giving us just enough to make us wonder.</p><p>I can&rsquo;t accept that Mike wasn&rsquo;t seeing what Will was getting at in the van. We saw him react to Will in a way that he often did this season, but never did with El. A lot of attention was on Will in that scene, and justifiably so, but Mike&rsquo;s eyes also looked a bit watery, just like they were in Will&rsquo;s room in episode 4. We also know that he was told by El that Will was painting something she assumed was for a girl, so I have trouble believing he bought Will&rsquo;s story about El commissioning it. Maybe he didn&rsquo;t think about it too much at the time, but I struggle to accept that he just bought what Will was saying.</p><p>They also have Mike freezing up when El is in trouble. He didn&rsquo;t get his act together, or whatever Finn had said. Will had to urge him on, reminding him that he&rsquo;s the heart. It was only then that he sprung into action. I honestly feel like Will shot himself in the foot here. Mike now thinks El needs him. His monologue wasn&rsquo;t half as heartfelt as what he told Will in the shed in season 2, though. </p><p>The fact that what he says is suspiciously similar to what he said to Will has me wondering, as well. The connection to Mike being the heart is in the fact that he was able to inspire both of them to break free of their respective mental bonds because of the love they have for him. </p><p>They also didn&rsquo;t show any type of follow-up to Mike&rsquo;s monologue. Yeah, El got the strength needed to save the day (sort of), but they don&rsquo;t talk afterwards. I don&rsquo;t get the sense that she didn&rsquo;t believe him, otherwise I don&rsquo;t think it would have worked. Still, they went out of their way to mention that she and Mike didn&rsquo;t talk much since then. </p><p>Then, to top it all off, they have Mike and Will standing next to each other, while two presumed endgame couples do the same, as El goes up to inspect the dying field. They just as easily could have had Mike follow her, but he doesn&rsquo;t. They could have had the whole group standing together, but they didn&rsquo;t.</p><p>A ton was left hanging regarding this love triangle. It&rsquo;s not even just on Will&rsquo;s side of it.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t know what game the Duffers are playing, but I don&rsquo;t like it.</p>
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Question: <p>So... That DnD foreshadowing in ep1 was for s5 and s4 i guess? </p>
Answer: <p>I guess one can argue that El wasn&rsquo;t who really defeated him. It was really the others while El had him distracted. She still got exactly the power she needed just when she needed it, though, just like always.</p><p>Still, Vecna (who is apparently also the Mindflayer now?) is apparently still out there. We know that because of Will, whose detection of him wasn&rsquo;t even shown on camera. We basically just got a &ldquo;Oh, by the way, I felt him when we arrived in Hawkins.&rdquo;</p>
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Question: <p>Also what was the point of Eddie&rsquo;s death????? He didn&rsquo;t die a hero because he never saved anybody, and not only did he not save anybody he actually put Dustin in grave danger by pulling that stunt and gave him lifelong trauma to boot</p>
Answer: <p>He did, though. He was buying time by luring the demobats away. He had Dustin escape, then tried to prevent him from returning. They were close to being overrun, which would have resulted in the demobats returning to the Creel house afterwards. If that happened, the whole plan would have fell apart.</p><p>Dustin wasn&rsquo;t supposed to come after him. Yeah, he&rsquo;ll carry that around with him, but it was his choice to come back, and it was a sign of the bond they had built. The upside is that someone got to witness Eddie being brave. Dustin was able to tell Eddie&rsquo;s uncle that he was a hero.</p><p>RIP Eddie the Banished, whose deeds will never be sung, but are still known to those who loved him.</p>
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Question: <p>Am I the only one that thinks the ending felt kinda incomplete? Like, what happened to Dr Owens and that Colonel? What was the point of Mike calling El Eleven and not El? What about the Byers' house and reputation in California? What happened to all the people that wanted to stop hellfire? What happened to the hellfire club? What was the point of Karen's poster? What was the point of Noah's bts photo? What about that freaking 12 hours ago thing? I could go on forever, but I think you get my point.</p>
Answer: <p>The end felt rushed in a lot of ways. In addition to what you brought up:</p><p>Did Hopper and Joyce really get back that easily?</p><p>What happened to Dmitiri and Yuri?</p><p>Why did Owens&rsquo; agents in Hawkins seem to do literally nothing?</p><p>What&rsquo;s to happen with what&rsquo;s left of the Russian facility?</p><p>Are there still demogorgon/demodog specimens there?</p><p>How the hell are they supposed to do a time skip with how that ended?</p><p>Seriously, though, no disrespect to Cara Buono, but who is she paying off to be getting equal billing with the main cast?</p>
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Question: <p>Distracting that after two more days they haven&rsquo;t changed clothes or presumably showered. Yet no armpit sweat or oily/messy hair. And don&rsquo;t get me started on Will painting while wearing school clothes, instead of an old t-shirt and sweatpants he wouldn&rsquo;t have cared about getting paint stains on. But that&rsquo;s just the shit (especially as someone who paints) that I notice in shows.</p>
Answer: <p>The only place this show is apparently willing to be realistic is with the chances of gay people being happy in the 80s.</p>
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Question: <p>Not that it&rsquo;s going to happen, it probably won&rsquo;t too but i&rsquo;ve got a question. How would it be like if Byler actually *happened* to be canon in the 5th season and Mike&rsquo;s monologue to El was actually a reflection of his feelings towards Will? What then. What do we do then,, This is so weird, gosh..</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;d want to know why they thought that was a good way to go about it in the final season. Mike would come off looking very bad, having led El on again. &ldquo;It&rsquo;s the 80s and he&rsquo;s scared&rdquo; blah blah blah, yeah, but it&rsquo;s your final season, and you&rsquo;ll have now spent five seasons building to him suddenly revealing he loves Will?</p><p>Honestly, Mileven fans would be right to be pissed at that point. Even if I think that relationship has been very badly built, they&rsquo;ll be going into the final season with Mike having told her he loves her. They&rsquo;ll need some incredible writing to get around that without looking like hacks.</p>
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Question: <p>It's the way that Mike's monologue in EP9 was incredibly flat and not engaging enough. This is not even from a Byler stan perspective. I felt more emotion when Will and El hug. Like, what was that?! Couldn't they make Mike realize he "loved" El by himself? Is it so hard?! Wow.</p>
Answer: <p>Straight relationships just have a much lower standard, I&rsquo;m afraid.</p><p>I&rsquo;m very confused at how the Duffers felt this was a great monologue.</p><p>Will&rsquo;s monologue to Mike was <b><i>much </i></b>more emotional.</p>
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Question: <p>I'm literally so bitter because the scene with will and jonathan was so loaded with meaning and after jonathan saying he'd always be there for will and "absolutely nothing will ever change that" I so convinced will is going to come out. i could almost taste a confession. I felt like such an idiot when the scene ended and now I feel angry because this is just another season in the increasing collection where they play the vague gay coding card and missed an opportunity for an incredibly touching scene with will finally sharing a piece of himself with one of the people he loves most. idk about other people but I won't be watching the next season, this straight up feels like a mockery</p>
Answer: <p>They just don&rsquo;t want to say it. I guess they can&rsquo;t scare away the straights like that.</p>
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Question: <p>This might sound kinda dumb but how do i stop my account from becoming completely irrelevant until s5</p>
Answer: <p>Well, I had to spend three years making posts analyzing season 3 stuff until we started learning season 4 stuff.</p><p>You just have to find things to talk about with season 4 to keep people engaged.</p>
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Question: <p>Please don't go. I feel like if you leave it will feel like the end, and as pissed as I am,  I just can't imagine this being the end. We are not finished yet. </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m sorry, but I can&rsquo;t help anyone if I feel so hopeless myself. We&rsquo;ll see if any post-release interviews can restore my near non-existent faith.</p>
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Question: <p>Wait - are you leaving the fandom ? That would be so sad omg </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m thinking about it. The Duffers probably don&rsquo;t even realize it, but they&rsquo;ve really hurt me deeply here. I thought we were well past the time of gay storylines that only exist to prop up straight main characters.</p><p>They could have explored Will&rsquo;s sexuality in any way that didn&rsquo;t involve a hopeless love for Mike. They didn&rsquo;t. His feelings have literally now been used to help El win and help El and Mike&rsquo;s relationship. </p><p>It&rsquo;s been nothing more than a plot device, and that&rsquo;s just infuriating. I don&rsquo;t know that I want to continue being a part of the fandom for a show that does it.</p>
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Question: <p>Please don't leave us. We need you.</p>
Answer: <p>You&rsquo;ve never needed me. I only ever brought you false hope.</p><p>But thank you all the same.</p>
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Question: <p>no bc Will is literally carrying midleven, Mike thinks that was how El felt even though it was Will pouring his heart out. Milkvan's relationship is just built on lies</p>
Answer: <p>Jesus Christ, Will telling Mike that everything he said was how El feels is just the icing on this shit cake.</p><p>It&rsquo;s the sort of thing that <i>could</i> lead somewhere if it weren&rsquo;t for the fact that Mike and El have now had their relationship problems be in the middle of two consecutive seasons. It&rsquo;d feel very artificial for them to do it again.</p><p>At this point, I wonder if Mike will ever even find out how Will feels.</p>
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Question: <p>This is very difficult for me to write, but at this point it seems like Mike has never really cared about Will. Maybe what they said in beyond stranger things was true. I know it kind of clashes with Mike&rsquo;s determination to find him in season 1, but maybe that was just Mike&rsquo;s leadership qualities being prominent rather than his affection for him. I don&rsquo;t know. All of their interactions this season were really about Mike and El&rsquo;s relationship. I hope Will can move on from Mike. I&rsquo;m really disappointed. I know exactly how Will feels, and it was a punch to the gut to have to witness it like that. </p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s infuriating because they keep showing Mike being upset whenever Will is mad at him. The idea that Mike is afraid of losing Will has been around since season 1, but they&rsquo;ve been gradually shifting it onto El ever since.</p><p>I fear that what they&rsquo;re doing is showing a kid growing up, and his feelings shifting with it. The problem is that they&rsquo;ve chosen to use a gay kid&rsquo;s pain to highlight it.</p><p>The fact that Mike couldn&rsquo;t tell how upset Will was in the van is just&hellip;what? It really does make it look like Mike doesn&rsquo;t care anymore.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you honestly think they are pulling that evil Will card after all? Cos in that case: Yikes, Duffers, yikes.</p>
Answer: <p>Honestly? It feels plausible.</p><p>Unless they plan to sweep Will&rsquo;s pain under the rug, and I wouldn&rsquo;t doubt that either, the kid is going to be suffering quietly for who knows how long.</p><p>It&rsquo;s feasible that he grows so resentful that he does something terrible in a moment of weakness. </p><p>How convenient it would be for a certain ship if they wrote in a way to get Will out of the picture entirely&hellip;</p>
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Question: <p>Honestly, I'm not sure I can take another two years of this. Four hours of content and the story hasn't progressed one iota. Will is still relegated to Ml!even relationship counselor and Vecna-detector status, and they've made Mike go so unforgivably all in on his bullshit that even if he's projecting, I've lost all respect for his character. "My life began that day I saw you in the forest"? Utter horseshit, and no need for it. J,W and M could all have saved her together with family love</p>
Answer: <p>Well, I finished watching, and, of all the messages I got, this one probably summed up my thoughts the best.</p><p>Not only is Will still silently suffering, but he also feels compelled to help Mike with his relationship with El because he sees how upset Mike is. </p><p>I mean, I&rsquo;ve been there. It&rsquo;s a horrible, bittersweet thing to love someone so much that you tear yourself apart to see them happy. Everything Will said to Mike in the van was how he felt about him. How Will feels different, like a mistake, but Mike gives him the strength to go on. That cut me deeply. They really went there, and they didn&rsquo;t, possibly aren&rsquo;t going to, resolve it. </p><p>Will is the sad gay boy. The fact that he had to sit there and listen to Mike essentially tell El that meeting her was the best thing he&rsquo;s ever done&hellip;</p><p>I realize Will loves his sister, but there&rsquo;s no way that didn&rsquo;t hurt him. He&rsquo;s literally having to watch as everything he ever wanted slips away.</p><p>I realize Mike is clueless and oblivious in the best of time, but how can he not realize what Will is really saying? </p><p>Everything, absolutely everything, about Will&rsquo;s story this season was for the benefit of Mike and El. Even his painting only served to help get Mike and El back together. They led us to believe it was linked to Will&rsquo;s love for Mike, and, while technically true, the conversation was entirely about Mike and El. It was just an elaborate &ldquo;wink and nod&rdquo; to people who have picked up on Will&rsquo;s feelings in the past.</p><p>Will&rsquo;s own development is one of the most painful tragedies I&rsquo;ve ever seen. </p><p>No Trance, no addressing his own pain aside from a couple &ldquo;up to interpretation&rdquo; conversations. No acknowledgement of him being significant in any way, shape, or form. He&rsquo;s still just a sad gay kid who can sense the Mindflayer. A poor kid who just was apparently in the wrong place, at the wrong time.</p><p>Oh, and the Mindflayer is apparently Vecna all along, somehow, even though we saw him find it in the Upside Down when he got there?</p><p>I don&rsquo;t get it. At all. Why are they doing this? I feel like they&rsquo;re building up Will&rsquo;s pain just so he eventually lashes out and becomes a villain.</p><p>I&hellip;I need to think, but I don&rsquo;t know that I want to continue on this journey after this.</p><p>I was wrong about so, so much, but that&rsquo;s not what really bothers me. I&rsquo;ve been very wrong about many things before. </p><p>What bothers me is that they led us to believe that it was all going somewhere. That they&rsquo;d address Will&rsquo;s sexuality. They didn&rsquo;t. At best they hinted at it, just a little stronger than before. That they were &ldquo;building that up.&rdquo; They didn&rsquo;t. In fact, they tore it down. That Will might again be important. He wasn&rsquo;t. That the painting was significant. It wasn&rsquo;t. </p><p>What was with the harness? The photos in the roller rink? Why even build up his feelings for Mike? </p><p>I&rsquo;m at the point where I don&rsquo;t think I&rsquo;d even accept it if he and Mike eventually got together. At best, they&rsquo;re prepping for a &ldquo;final 10 minutes&rdquo; confession. At worst, Will gets to watch, assuming he&rsquo;s alive, as Mike and El live happily ever after.</p><p>I&rsquo;m sorry I led so many of you astray. I just&hellip;really thought the evidence added up.</p>
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Question: <p>Letters to Willy??!?!!?! Letters?!??! PLURAL??!?? Manifesting the unsent letters for will, love, mike</p>
Answer: <p>The song is &ldquo;Letter to Willy.&rdquo; Singular.</p><p>We&rsquo;ll see what it all means soon enough. If there&rsquo;s no letter from Mike to Will, though, then the soundtrack people are committing unforgiveable crimes here. Even with the song being used when Max read her letter to Billy, it&rsquo;d still be unnecessary to add Will&rsquo;s name to the title if he doesn&rsquo;t get a letter, also.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi! Quick question: was it confirmed by the brothers that there will be five deaths in Volume 2? I've only heard of "body count" and "carnage" but nothing about 5 deaths.</p>
Answer: <p>I have not seen any proof of this claim. I don&rsquo;t really know why they&rsquo;d give us a number like that ahead of time.</p>
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Question: <p>Right now, how confident are you in Byler happening?</p>
Answer: <p>Right now, I&rsquo;m <i>very </i>confident of it happening, but there being something preventing them from being happy together. </p><p>I just have this big fear that something terrible is going to happen to one of them, with the reveal happening afterwards.</p>
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Question: <p>I'm concerned that Unambiguous True Love will have something to do with Mike telling El he's in love with her :/</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;ve been reminded by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MlMAD_RYt1ZhikOYqfrf6JQ">@tsugarubecker</a> and others that Eddie says that to Steve regarding Nancy not hesitating to jump into the lake after him.</p><p>&ldquo;Now, I don&rsquo;t know what happened between you two, but if I were you, I would get her back. &lsquo;Cause that was as <b>unambiguous </b>a sign of <b>true love</b> as these cynical eyes have ever seen.&rdquo;</p>
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Question: <p>I'm concerned that Unambiguous True Love will have something to do with Mike telling El he's in love with her :/</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;ve been reminded by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MlMAD_RYt1ZhikOYqfrf6JQ">@tsugarubecker</a> and others that Eddie says that to Steve regarding Nancy not hesitating to jump into the lake after him.</p><p>&ldquo;Now, I don&rsquo;t know what happened between you two, but if I were you, I would get her back. &lsquo;Cause that was as <b>unambiguous </b>a sign of <b>true love</b> as these cynical eyes have ever seen.&rdquo;</p>
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Question: <p>Do you still believe we'll see Lonnie Byers?</p>
Answer: <p>Maybe if Will gets Tranced, but, at this point, that&rsquo;s the only way I think he&rsquo;ll fit in.</p>
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Question: <p>I would think the score is fake except for the fact that they just posted a screen recording of one of the songs playing on Spotify with the animations and posted it so</p>
Answer: <p>Ok, so it&rsquo;s either real or someone is going to very elaborate lengths to fake it.</p><p>Christ.</p><p>I can&rsquo;t with this.</p><p>I just can&rsquo;t.</p><figure class="tmblr-full tmblr-embed" data-provider="youtube" data-url="https://youtu.be/YQ_xhcPLffU" data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="324"><iframe width="356" height="200" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/YQ_xhcPLffU?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen title="tender emotional music?"></iframe></figure><p>Monologue voiceover?</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, byler

Post id: 688510018833776640
Date: 2022-06-30 18:38:41 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/688510018833776640
Slug: yeah-those-arent-on-spotify-so-thats-probably
Reblog key: B9YZ1T3Z
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Yeah, those aren't on Spotify, so that's probably a fake. Given that the show reuses so many musical themes throughout, including ones from previous seasons, that also seems like WAY too many tracks for the score. I call BS</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m willing to entertain the possibility, but, yeah, I&rsquo;m <i>very </i>doubtful.</p><p>An album releasing early because the person lives in Australia? That sounds pretty sus, to use outdated youth lingo. I don&rsquo;t think that&rsquo;s how things work. Some of the track titles are very odd, too.</p><p>Not that we aren&rsquo;t conditioned to just emotionally react things (our news outlets rely on that), but people really need to start questioning what they see. You can&rsquo;t just take everything at face value.</p>
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Question: <p>why is noah crying? what did i miss?</p>
Answer: <p>He&rsquo;s just hyping up how sad the finale apparently will be. It goes with everything else the cast has hinted at, so it&rsquo;s not really anything new.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 688507617136541696
Date: 2022-06-30 18:00:31 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/688507617136541696
Slug: noah-is-crying-why-is-no-one-consoling-him
Reblog key: LlbqYgsK
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>NOAH IS CRYING WHY IS NO ONE CONSOLING HIM</p>
Answer: <p>Because he knows full well what he&rsquo;s doing.</p><p>Little chaos demon&hellip;</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 688505865426370560
Date: 2022-06-30 17:32:40 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/688505865426370560
Slug: sent-this-to-another-account-as-well-but-id-like
Reblog key: DOgh2Qdi
Reblog url: https://queerxqueen.tumblr.com/post/688505396269334528/sent-this-to-another-account-as-well-but-id-like
Reblog name: queerxqueen
Question: <p>Sent this to another account as well but I&rsquo;d like to hear your take too &mdash; I don&rsquo;t think people understand how upsetting it would be for a queer audience to have Will love Mike and suffering because his love isn&rsquo;t requited, while Mike and El the straight couple end up happily ever after (with Will&rsquo;s HELP) and Will just gets heartbroken for the sake of it. It is genuinely cruel and pointless to tell this story. I don&rsquo;t care how people want to label it &mdash; queerbaiting or not &mdash; I don&rsquo;t care that &ldquo;unrequited love happens&rdquo;. This isn&rsquo;t a good story. Queer people know very well unrequited love happens. Queer people have sacrificed their happiness at the expense of others&rsquo; all the time. This doesn&rsquo;t just happen in fiction. We deverse to have a different story told, and if that&rsquo;s not the case, I will lose a lot of respect for these writers.</p>
Answer: <p>Yes, this 100 percent, thank you for sending this ask!</p><p>It&rsquo;s just like. If it was about unrequited love, what are they saying about it? What angle are they taking that makes it interesting in any way? How are they using the unrequited love to push the plot forward or help the characters develop? Do they really think that showing Will move on from Mike is somehow inspiring or good representation for queer people? Obviously unrequited love and crushes on straight people are part of the queer experience but this isn&rsquo;t life, this is a TV show, and these things have to serve a greater purpose in the narrative. Without Byler, it doesn&rsquo;t do that at all. </p><p><small>P.S. I have like 2-3 asks right now that are like &ldquo;i don&rsquo;t trust the duffers to do byler because xyz&rdquo; and I&rsquo;m not going to answer them because at this point, we might as well just wait for the dang episodes to prove us right or wrong.</small></p>
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Question: <p>I just saw the post about Will being the one to be trapped in the U. P at the end of S4 &#128551; It's a huge possibility and I'll be angry as hell if the Duffers pull that card, yet... I think Mike might need to "completely" lose Will this time to realize what he means to him and how he truly feels, then S5 being about saving Will and battling Vecna and the U. P. once and for all.</p>
Answer: <p>Mike losing Will has been a recurring element of the show. I can&rsquo;t imagine they can have a season 5 unless it happened again somehow.</p>
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Question: <p>How do you think season 4 will end? What is the cliffhanger? And why do the duffers compared it to infinity war?</p>
Answer: <p>You guess is as good as mine as far as how this season ends. All we know is that it will be some sort of cliffhanger.</p><p>I think that will be the big connection to Infinity War. That movie left the heroes in a moment of despair. The villain had won. I don&rsquo;t think Vecna is stopped this season, not definitively, anyway. At best, they&rsquo;ll manage to contain him. That&rsquo;s what worries me, though, because it would certainly come at a cost. </p><p>Maybe Vecna succeeds enough, killing enough people to gain enough strength, that he pulls back for now, waiting for the moment to put his final plan into effect. The heroes think they&rsquo;ve won, but then Will tells Mike that he won&rsquo;t stop until he&rsquo;s taken everyone.</p><p>Maybe someone has to sacrifice themself to contain Vecna, possibly by sealing up the Upside Down from the inside. It&rsquo;s bleak and mournful. That person may never be seen again, and Vecna would still be alive.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t think any one of us is coming away from season 4 without some pain. Characters we know and love are going to be badly hurt, some probably killed.</p><p>What worries me is the whole thing with the Upside Down being frozen on November 6, 1983. Will season 5 be about the Party &ldquo;time travelling&rdquo; back to that day to undo everything? It&rsquo;d be cheap, and, depending on how they&rsquo;d go about it, could undo all the character development.</p>
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Question: <p>I don't think Will's (or Mike) is going to die. They wouldn't let him bury his gays. </p>
Answer: <p>Not die, no, but I worry that Will might end up trapped in the Upside Down in order to set up season 5.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you believe any of the many many different Eddie is evil theory&rsquo;s?</p>
Answer: <p>No, but I do think he may be cowardly enough to &ldquo;betray&rdquo; the group under the right circumstances. I still sooner expect him to die redeeming himself for his perceived cowardice, though.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think there&rsquo;s a high chance Mike might die in vol2?</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;d sooner expect Will to sacrifice himself than Mike die.</p><p>I really expect the whole &ldquo;make a deal with God, get him to trade our places&rdquo; thing to come into play somehow. It might not be Will, but I think someone is going to take one for the team. I just fear it&rsquo;ll be Will because I think he already blames himself for his friends having to deal with this as it is.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you believe that Eddie is 010</p>
Answer: <p>No</p>
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Question: <p>Hi, I'm (clearly) not a native English speaker that watches stranger things in my own language where El doesn't use the wrong tenses and I would like to know (from a native speaker) how her grammar was in season 4. </p>
Answer: <p>Hello.</p><p>While she does have some language difficulties (like mispronouncing diorama), her grammar is decent. She&rsquo;s able to speak in full sentences with some improvement in her inflection, so it sounds less like monotone. Her cadence is still a bit off, though, giving her speech something of a halting rhythm at times, such as the voiceover for the letter.</p><p>The funny thing about that is that it&rsquo;s supposed to represent Mike reading El&rsquo;s letter in her voice, suggesting that he&rsquo;s imagining her talking like that. She actually seems to speak more fluidly in person. Perhaps that was intentional?</p>
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Question: <p>would it make you mad they lied about forgetting will's birthday? it really pissed you off that they lied about henry creel being the friendly orderly</p>
Answer: <p>I would be mad, but not as much as the Henry Creel thing. At least with this, they were directly asked about it, so they had to say <i>something</i>. With Henry, they supplied the lie up front with no prompting.</p>
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Question: <p>Not a question, just letting you know that sometimes when I'm sad I just scroll through your blog (amazing analyses and takes, btw!) because you're always so lovely and kind and that really restores my faith in kindness. Thank you, and I hope you have a wonderful day/evening.</p>
Answer: <p>A message like this means more than you could imagine.</p><p>Thank you, and I&rsquo;m glad I could help.</p>
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Question: <p>There's a little theory that could be possible, as bittersweet as it is.</p><p>El, who claims she doesn't fit in anywhere, thus being a total outcast, fights Vecna or whatever villain from season 5. El realizes that she has to sacrifice herself in a way, closing all the gates with herself in the Upside Down, keeping guard and control so that it doesn't leak into Hawkins again. It ends sort of like Pan's Labyrinth, with El being the queen of the U. P and making it a beautiful place for all the creatures living there. And she still keeps in contact with her friends in Hawkins, though through the lights and whatnot, keeping them safe like their guardian angel.</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t honestly know what they can do to give El a happy ending (she literally can&rsquo;t fit into normal life), but I am steadfast in my belief that she deserves a happy ending. Anything that results in her having to sacrifice her own life (whether literally or metaphorically, like this) leads me to think they&rsquo;d have just been better off leaving her dead like they originally planned. </p>
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Question: <p>Hi! It may be strange but I was wondering if I'm the only person who hoped (though it was obvious it won't happen) that Eleven indeed killed all the other children? IDK why but for some reason I think it would add more to her character. I mean, we know from the other season that she has no problems with killing yet she seems to be innocent, loving and "not dangerous [Russian girl", lol. Wonder how the gang would react for such a dark past of hers.</p>
Answer: <p>I personally disagree, but I guess I can see where you&rsquo;re coming from.</p><p>In my opinion, having El be responsible for the deaths of the other kids would have been disastrous for her character. We&rsquo;re meant to root for El, so her being a murderer would have made it difficult for fans to stick with her. When we do see her kill, it&rsquo;s generally to protect herself or her friends. She has used her powers for petty reasons (tripping Max, embarrassing the popular girls, etc), but it&rsquo;s never been with any intent to cause death or serious harm. That&rsquo;s how they&rsquo;ve been able to show her dark side without her being a villain.</p><p>El is definitely more complex than what she presents to her friends and family, but, honestly, we all do that. The difference is that we don&rsquo;t all have superpowers. I&rsquo;d be more interested in how her friends would react if they found out that she did trip Max up in the gym in season 2. The reaction might be similar to when Mike reacted to El hitting Angela with the skate. This false ideal that Mike and the others hold her up to because of her powers would crack again, revealing her to be just as flawed as anyone else. She&rsquo;s just a person, not a superhero, and she needs to lose that mystique for her own sake. She needs people to see her for her, not what she&rsquo;s capable of.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi! It's quite random question, so apologies in advance, but do you happen too know why Nancy, Robin, Steve and Eddie are called "fruity four"?  I assume it has something to do with a fact that people ship Nancy x Robin and Steve x Eddie?</p>
Answer: <p>Your guess is as good as mine, really. </p>
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Question: <p>Hi. I think I need some help understanding something regarding El. My friend recommended your blog, praising your character analyzing skills. So you might be the right person to ask. El, being the sharp and observant queen she is, obviously gets an idea of the fact that Mike's behavior towards her isn't really what one would hope for in a romantic relationship. However after their not so romantic summer break in 1985 she's still unable to connect the dots and is happy to only question his feelings instead of fully realizing things. And I can't help but feel it's odd because last year she's dumped him for it and now it feels like she's regressing. It just doesn't make sense to me. </p>
Answer: <p>Welcome to my blog. I hope I live up to your friend&rsquo;s hype.</p><p>I think, at the end of season 3, El is trying to cling to all she feels she has left. Her father figure died, she lost her powers, and she&rsquo;s moving away from her friends. It&rsquo;s really one of her lowest points, and she&rsquo;s losing a huge portion of her support system at the same time. Had her life not been completely torn down by the end of the season, I&rsquo;m not sure she would have gone back to Mike. Unfortunately, she needed him, and the love she wanted to believe they have, to keep herself going.</p><p>This continues into season 4. We see El continuously lie to Mike, despite the fact that she got mad at him for the same thing in season 3. She&rsquo;s desperately trying to make herself look like an appealing girlfriend to him because she&rsquo;s terrified of losing him. This is why she buries her disappointment at his inability (or unwillingness) to say he loves her. If she were to acknowledge it, then it means the danger of losing all she has left becomes very real. We see her plaster a smile on her face when Mike&rsquo;s flowers say &ldquo;From Mike,&rdquo; even if we don&rsquo;t understand it at the time, because she has a plan to, essentially, make Mike see her as a perfect girlfriend. She&rsquo;s going to be everything he could ever want, in her mind, but things don&rsquo;t go according to plan. </p><p>This all comes to a head when Mike reacts badly to El hitting Angela with a roller skate. Despite everything that happened to El, Mike essentially makes her feel like the villain. This isn&rsquo;t really Mike&rsquo;s intention, but, unbeknownst to El, Mike was also trying to force things to work out by creating his own idea of who El was, one that may or may not have been enabled by what El would lie about in her letters. This attack shattered Mike&rsquo;s illusion, leaving him at a loss. El was supposed to be this superhero, a mythical ideal that was impossible for her to live up to. This becomes why El decides to go &ldquo;be a superhero again.&rdquo;</p><p>El is &ldquo;regressing&rdquo; because she sees herself as needing Mike&rsquo;s love to continue. Things are <i>terrible</i> for her in California, and her thoughts of Mike are apparently all that keeps her going. The thought of losing him, after losing so much already, fills her with despair, so she becomes more and more desperate. It is my solemn hope that she starts to see value in herself and her other relationships. A reunion with Hopper should do wonders to help her out, but it still leaves the underlying issue, a lack of self-worth and a fear of being alone (&ldquo;I do not belong&rdquo;). These issues largely come from her upbringing in the Lab, particularly when she was kept in isolation after the massacre. Hopefully, she is able to get some form of closure with Brenner, which might allow her to move on.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think that Netflix will be releasing vol 2 early for the reviewers/critics like they usually do or do you think they'll want to avoid any possible spoiler getting out and no one will be able to review early? If they do allow early reviews we should all be wary of the massive spoiler leaks. I kinda hope for this reason they don't allow it this time.</p>
Answer: <p>I doubt it. From what I hear, they&rsquo;re still finishing the FX work. Nobody outside of the show is likely to know what is in the final cut.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi! Not sure if you have answered something like this before, I'm sorry if you have, but if Vecna attacks Will or Mike, where do you think it'll be? (Location - wise i mean)</p>
Answer: <p>As in where they physically are at the time Vecna strikes?</p><p>My guess would be somewhere in Hawkins. We don&rsquo;t currently have any reason to believe that Vecna is even aware of where they are or that his powers can stretch beyond Hawkins.</p><p>I wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised if one of them started to get the early signs of it the moment they crossed the Welcome to Hawkins sign, though.</p>
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Question: <p>actually millie herself said el didn't create tud, she just opened the portal. when duffers were asked directly about it they said it is left for discussion and what upside-down is and where all this monsters came from will be revealed in s5 </p>
Answer: <p>I was not aware of that. It&rsquo;s good to hear.</p><p>I just hope the reveal isn&rsquo;t that Vecna was slowly creating monsters ever since 1979. I already worry that they&rsquo;re going to try to say the Mindflayer served him all along.</p>
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Question: <p>They released the final poster for part 2 and Will is literally the smallest of all the (main) characters. &#128557; Link: https://www.comingsoon.net/tv/news/1228346-stranger-things-season-4-vol-2-poster-vecna-vs-eleven</p><p>Do you think it's part of their marketing strategy (because they lowkey confirmed his importance)?</p>
Answer: <p>I wouldn&rsquo;t read too much into it. We already know Max is a big player, and she&rsquo;s tiny, too. The entire Russia storyline might as well not be there. Literally everyone but El and Vecna have ridiculously small footprints on that poster. It&rsquo;s frustrating, but I think it has more to do with the marketing people putting out what they think fans want. It has more to do with how important a character from an advertising perspective, not a storyline perspective.</p><p>Keep in mind that Billy had a very small spot on the season 3 poster. Marketing =/= reality much of the time.</p>
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Question: <p>Idk I could be wrong with my thinking, but I saw a post going around speculating/worrying about how El may have created the UD instead of Will, giving her another thing over him. But like, El opened the very first gate to the UD when she sent One there and it was completely vacant apart from red stormy spooky sky stuff. Then the second time she opened a gateway was because of contact with wittle ol Demogorgon. But you know, the UD is stuck in the past on the day Will went missing. Now if El did create it or even One, surely it would have caused the UD to halt time back in '79, does that make any sense? I feel like I'm rambling but to me that gives a clear indicator that El had nothing to do with the UD forming (mirroring Hawkins at least). </p>
Answer: <p>I agree with what you say here. If El did create the Upside Down, then it should reflect the fact that she did so in 1979. Instead, we have it frozen on the day Will was taken. The fact that she opened another Gate in 1983 shouldn&rsquo;t really matter considering she sent Henry in there four years prior. It can&rsquo;t have anything to do with a Gate being open or closed, as you&rsquo;d think time would move when there&rsquo;s a Gate open and stop when it&rsquo;s closed, as a result of the link between dimensions. </p><p>We&rsquo;ve had three known Gates prior to this season. The first is the one El opened to send Henry in the Upside Down in the first place. It seemed to close on its own rather quickly. At the time, what we assume is the Upside Down appeared to be without form. It was just a chaotic mass of red energy. </p><p>The second was the Gate opened in 1983 when El made contact with the Demogorgon. It would remain open until El closed it in 1984. At this point, the Upside Down resembled Hawkins, only with everything dead, spore-filled air, and no natural light. Will would flash into the Upside Down in 1984, but it&rsquo;s unclear if he was really there or if it was just an illusion, as he remained in the real world anytime he experienced one of these moments. So, it&rsquo;s difficult to say if the actual Upside Down reflected 1984 Hawkins, or if it was just how Will saw it.</p><p>The third Gate was the one the Russians opened under the mall. While we don&rsquo;t see anyone travel into the Upside Down, it does seem to allow the Mindflayer to access its &ldquo;avatar&rdquo; (for lack of a better term) in the real world. Hopper somehow manages to use that Gate to escape the explosion of the Russian machine, somehow ending up in Russia. </p><p>So, we essentially have three major moments where a Gate was opened into the real world, yet it&rsquo;s the second moment that time seems to be frozen on in the Upside Down. This is especially odd considering that Gate remained open for a year. What would be so special about that day if it was just about the Gate opening, despite there being two other times that happened? The main differences between these three events were that Will entered the Upside Down that day, and it suddenly had physical form. </p><p>Now, I imagine they&rsquo;ll find some way to make everything with the Upside Down be related to El. Still, it&rsquo;s very curious that they&rsquo;re trying to call back to the very first episode, The Vanishing of Will Byers. It&rsquo;s double curious considering they had Nancy specifically refer to it as the day Will went missing, rather than &ldquo;November 6, 1983&rdquo; or &ldquo;the day El opened the Gate.&rdquo; Why draw all this attention to Will if it&rsquo;s really just about El?</p>
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Question: <p>i still don&rsquo;t get how could will confess his feelings to mike i mean he knows mike &ldquo;loves&rdquo; el? &#129300;</p>
Answer: <p>I confessed my feelings for a friend of mine even though I knew he wouldn&rsquo;t be interested. It just got to the point where I <i>had </i>to say something because it was eating me up inside.</p><p>Sometimes we just need to get closure on something, even if we expect it to hurt. People who see Will as being a &ldquo;homewrecker,&rdquo; or whatever, because he might tell Mike how he feels are just ignorant. They have no idea how much these feelings are hurting Will just because he has to hide them.</p><p>Regardless of whether Mike ends up reciprocating Will&rsquo;s feelings, Will deserves to be able to express them. God knows he&rsquo;s always hiding how he feels in general. That&rsquo;s a character flaw for him, something that is seen as what he needs to improve upon. Is he just supposed to only speak up when it&rsquo;s a matter of something supernatural, while keeping all of his personal feelings bottled up?</p>
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Question: <p>I know the Duffers said the day that the UD is stuck on is significant. Do we know for sure that they&rsquo;re relating this to Will? Or is it the day Eleven opened the rift? Those happened on the same day, right? Or am I crazy? </p>
Answer: <p>It would be very frustrating if they had Nancy say it was frozen on the day Will went missing only to have it really be all about El (again). Yes, those things happened on the same day, though.</p><p>I&rsquo;m finding myself subscribing to the theory that what we call the Upside Down was without form until Will went there, or, at least, it had a different form.</p>
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Question: <p>they're saying that there's going to be at least a major character death, but i'm not really sure which characters are considered major atp? is robin, for example? </p>
Answer: <p>I would say that &ldquo;major character&rdquo; would include anyone listed in the opening credits. So, yeah, Robin would count. </p>
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Question: <p>Can we know your twitter handle and follow u there? (Only if you are comfortable of course) it&rsquo;s just i usually don&rsquo;t come on tumblr often but i like checking out ur posts! </p>
Answer: <p>Sorry, but I don&rsquo;t really use Twitter. The bright side is that you&rsquo;re not missing anything.</p>
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Question: <p>Have faith. They may be shortlisting still for the call back.  If you need money for the meantime, I can ask my mom and she'll send it you via Paypal or Western Union.</p>
Answer: <p>Ha, no worries, I have an existing job, and I have money. This just would have been a big step up, possibly the school I&rsquo;d spend the rest of my career with.</p><p>They had told me, though, that they were looking to move onto phase 2 either this past week or this coming week. Unless they&rsquo;re behind schedule, I probably didn&rsquo;t make the shortlist.</p>
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Question: <p>Are you in a bad mood today?</p>
Answer: <p>Not really. The fact that I probably won&rsquo;t be getting a call back from that interview is bringing me down a bit, though.</p>
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Question: <p>do you think theres a chance the scene in the trailer that shows vecna at the snowball is with will? i mean vecna stretches out his hand in a superpowered attack way and i don't see him doing it with max (bc the leaks said it's a max scene) and frankly, it would make more sense if it's a will scene bc he was the only one who didn't have a good time there</p>
Answer: <p>We already have enough info to support that El and Vecna get into it across different memories. The image of El on the bridge over the skateboarders, with a Snow Ball-looking table on the bridge, would support it being Max.</p><p>It doesn&rsquo;t make sense if Vecna is trying to attack Max with sad memories, so maybe he&rsquo;s trying to attack her happy memories to prevent her from taking refuge in them.</p><p>Will getting his own Trance still has support, but the Snow Ball doesn&rsquo;t seem to be part of it, even if it would make sense.</p>
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Question: <p>so everyone are talking about noah who said that the byler scene in episode 8 is sad. i do think it&rsquo;s because of vecna and not cause mike rejects him,in the trailer he literally said &ldquo;he won&rsquo;t stop until he takes everyone&rdquo;</p><p>people shouldn&rsquo;t be this negative.</p>
Answer: <p>People freaking out over it is really a sign of how damaging prior portrayals of LGBT characters has been, let alone the instances of baiting.</p><p>We need to be patient, though. It&rsquo;s fair to say that any conversation involving Will&rsquo;s feelings will indeed be sad. I&rsquo;d be willing to bet money that he&rsquo;s referring to the bit we already saw with Will hugging Jonathan. I think the brothers are going to stop dancing around the issue and finally talk about Will&rsquo;s feelings. Charlie already brought up how Jonathan is aware of what&rsquo;s going on. This would only make sense, especially with them talking about it in the same day, at what I&rsquo;m assuming is the same event.</p>
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Question: <p>I think Byler is slow burn so Im ok with have sure hints about Mike feelings but nothing more and I mean (no kiss or anything explicit) because Eleven is still in the picture. I mean I think there are 3 possibilities: </p><p>1. Mil*ven break up and a hint about Mike real feelings for Will </p><p>2. Mike say I love you to El but it's not in a romantic way and hint about Mike feelings for Will </p><p>3. Mike say to El he love her apparently in a romantic way BUT then they show us Mike just lie to himself because he have feelings for Will </p><p>(I still think Mike monologue is just a huge monologue about him in general including El)</p><p>So even if we don t get Byler canon in this season Im still will have hope for canon byler in s5 because it's clear they are building them up. What do you think?</p>
Answer: <blockquote class="npf_indented"><p><small>And another anon:</small><br/><i>i&rsquo;ve seen a lot of &ldquo;leaks&rdquo; (they&rsquo;re probably not true lol) about mike saying i love you to el at the end of s4 with his big romantic monologue but that they would leave the door oper for byler, if that still happens would you still want canon byler s5?</i></p></blockquote><p><b>If they&rsquo;re going to do Byler, they need to very clearly set it up in volume 2. I would be pretty displeased with something ambiguous that &ldquo;leaves the door open for byler&rdquo; that doesn&rsquo;t actually make mutual feelings clear, </b>and to be honest, if we don’t get something clear and obvious about Byler in volume 2, and if Mileven doesn’t break up, I would lose a lot of hope I have for Byler. I would still hope for it in season 5, but a lot of my hopes are riding on volume 2 because otherwise it feels too little too late.</p><p><b>They need to do something to make Byler obvious to the mainstream audience ASAP if they’re going that direction.</b> Obviously the ship has gotten massively more popular since volume 1 but there’s still the casual viewers and general audiences who don’t quite see it. And if they are going Byler for season 5, I genuinely expect them to have set the ground work more substantially by the end of season 4.<b> If they don’t, I would worry Byler will happen more last minute in season 5 and the general audience will complain it came out of nowhere and didn’t have enough development.</b> And as a Byler shipper, I want their relationship to be presented as strong and important and I want them to have that development, and I worry it will be too late for the general audience to fall in love with it fully if they wait until season 5. </p><p>All that said? I’m still pretty certain they <i>will </i>set up Byler in volume 2 and we won’t have to worry about this particular what-if. But time shall tell!</p>
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Question: <p>I am not that active in the fandom so I do not know if this has already been pointed out one thousand times. But when El is stuck in the loop at the lab where she always returns to the rainbow room 001 keeps saying "Well, well, look who has finally decided to join us". And I recently rewatched a video with some Season 4 scenes and when Lucas goes to look for Eddie with the basketball players Jason also says "Well, well, look who has finally decided yo join us".</p><p>This does not feel like a coincidence.</p>
Answer: <p>These writers do love to put in parallels. I&rsquo;d say something like that is indeed intentional.</p><p>If I had to guess, I&rsquo;d say it&rsquo;s a signal that Jason and who we now know was Henry are both sinister people who use manipulation to achieve their goals. We should be glad that Jason doesn&rsquo;t have any superpowers.</p>
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Question: <p>Noah said Will wants more in his relationship with Mike and that he wouldn&rsquo;t think of going for anything if Mike was still in one</p>
Answer: <p>Which is probably why they&rsquo;re going to punt this whole storyline into season 5 by either having Mike and El stay together or, at least, having Will think they are still together.</p>
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Question: <p>Please wake up. Charlie and Noah spilled more about Byler being real.   twitter(.)com/JisungsVoices/status/1541090592830144515</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, I know everything that goes on around here, even if you don&rsquo;t see me posting about it.</p><p>Yeah, Jonathan has some level of awareness about Will&rsquo;s feelings for Mike. I think we had that more or less figured out. </p><p>Noah also apparently talked about things, like wanting Will and Mike&rsquo;s relationship to be more. I&rsquo;m not aware of any video of that, though. Again, it&rsquo;s nothing that we didn&rsquo;t really already know. I guess it&rsquo;s still nice to get some &ldquo;confirmation.&rdquo;</p><p>What we don&rsquo;t know, and what they&rsquo;re really not addressing, is how Mike feels. I don&rsquo;t really expect them to talk about that, though, as it would be a pretty major reveal. </p>
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Question: <p>Hi ! I have a few &ldquo; how likely is it from 1-10&rdquo; questions ( you don&rsquo;t have to answer if you don&rsquo;t want to :) </p><p>How likely is it that Will gets rejected ( not in a rude way ) </p><p>How likely is it that Melvin is endgame </p><p>How likely is it that Max gets into coma </p><p>How likely is it that Eddie dies </p><p>How likely is it that Karen dies</p><p>How likely is it that Will gets powers </p><p>How likely is it that the upside down takes over Hawkins </p><p>Have a wonderful day! ;) xoxo </p>
Answer: <p>this is super fun, thank you for the ask!!!</p><p><b>How likely is it that Will gets rejected</b></p><p>▮▮▮▯▯▯▯▯▯▯ 3/10</p><p>It’s unfortunately not impossible but based on what they’ve set up, it’s not very likely. I can’t imagine that being the whole climax of his painting and stuff, the whole purpose of his arc this season. There <i>has</i> to be more.</p><p><b>How likely is it that Melvin is endgame</b></p><p>▮▮▮▯▯▯▯▯▯▯ 3/10</p><p>Same as above - not impossible but <i>really</i> seems like they’re not going that way, and if they <i>are</i>, they have their work cut out for them to make it make sense.</p><p><b>How likely is it that Max gets into coma</b></p><p>▮▮▮▮▮▮▮▮▯▯ 8/10</p><p>This is one of those leaks that I don’t have a lot of reason to believe but for some reason, I really do believe it. I think it’s just because it makes sense with what we know and it makes sense for a main character to not get out unscathed and this is a way for them to create impact without actually killing a main.</p><p><b>How likely is it that Eddie dies</b></p><p>▮▮▮▮▮▮▮▮▮▯ 9/10</p><p>Honestly? I’m so super certain he’s going to die. There’s a small chance he doesn’t, and I’d love if he didn’t, but let’s face it: he will. </p><p><b>How likely is it that Karen dies</b></p><p>▮▮▮▮▮▯▯▯▯▯ 5/10</p><p>This is fifty-fifty for me. Karen Wheeler has her own character poster so everyone has been assuming she will be relevant somehow, and I do think she’ll find out a bit about what her kids have been going through over the past few seasons, and there’s a chance she’ll die, but I don’t really think so. </p><p><b>How likely is it that Will gets powers</b></p><p>▮▮▮▮▮▯▯▯▯▯ 5/10</p><p>Another fifty-fifty thing. Will definitely will have relevance to the supernatural / Upside Down plot line, that’s almost not debatable to me at this point, but whether that’s him having powers, I think it would be awesome but I’m not as confident about it.</p><p><b>How likely is it that the upside down takes over Hawkins</b></p><p>▮▮▮▮▯▯▯▯▯▯ 4/10</p><p>God, this one’s hard, because I want to say no, and that if it did, it would happen in season 5, but with the way things are going??? It really could be that&hellip; Who’s to say!!!</p>
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Question: <p>Did you hear anything from ur interview?  I hope you are keeping well, hydrated and fed  We love you so much king</p>
Answer: <p>Nah, it&rsquo;s not looking good for me in regards to that job. It&rsquo;s not too surprising, though. It&rsquo;s a good school, so competition was sure to be tight.</p>
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Question: <p>Why is it that the writers can't write for Willel?  They rarely used Nillie's real life chemistry.</p>
Answer: <p>I wouldn&rsquo;t be too surprised if they limited things <i>because </i>they&rsquo;re so close in real life. They might not want it to come across as Noah and Millie instead of Will and El.</p><p>Or perhaps there&rsquo;s a real narrative reason why we haven&rsquo;t seen them interact much. </p><p>Either way, it&rsquo;s a shame. It&rsquo;s a dynamic I think a lot of us have been waiting to see.</p>
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Question: <p>hi! so about the max and robin's books...do you know if it&rsquo;s written by people connected to stranger things or it&rsquo;s authors renditioning their own ideas?</p>
Answer: <p>The novels (and, presumably, the comics) are not written by people who work for the Duffers. Basically, how it seems to work is that the show finds a professional writer and says, &ldquo;Hey, we need a story about &lt;plot&gt; here.&rdquo; The writer is then left on their own, usually with some notes to ensure proper characterization, to create the story. Drafts are submitted for approval, and revision notes are given, until a story is approved. The Duffers themselves may not have any input whatsoever, really.</p>
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Question: <p>Due to the mistake made in #StrangerThings4 Episode 2 about Will&rsquo;s birthday already having been established as March 22, the Duffer Brothers are considering making Will&rsquo;s new birthday May 22 by editing the Season 2 episode in which it&rsquo;s mentioned.</p>
Answer: <p>I honestly feel like it&rsquo;d be better to just admit they forgot and move on. Going back and changing that line in season 2 seems like a lot more work than is necessary if it&rsquo;s really that unimportant of a detail.</p><p>Well, that, or they just want us to think they forgot.</p>
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Question: <p>Look at this parallel from Season 2 and then Season 4; both times he is holding onto his sketch   instagram(.)com/tv/CfMWPB7pN3u/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y=</p>
Answer: <p>It might be an intentional parallel, but it&rsquo;s unlikely that Will drew anything related to Vecna or the Mindflayer this time. That doesn&rsquo;t mean it won&rsquo;t still be important somehow, though. I suppose it&rsquo;s possible that he might have subconsciously added some weird details into the painting, but it&rsquo;s still a different situation from when he drew the Mindflayer in season 2. </p><p>The painting was intended to be a gift for Mike, so that should be the primary purpose. He still tried to hide it, just like he did the Mindflayer drawing, when Mike acted aloofly at the airport, so that much is probably intentional. It may also come into play with the whole theme of happy memories being a protection against depression and guilt (which Vecna seems to represent). </p>
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Question: <p>Wait so u know how mike has pictures of will&rsquo;s drawings on his walls? Was that shown this season or in another season? I have shit memory </p>
Answer: <p>His drawings have been on the basement walls from the start. You can still see them this season when the Hawkins gang meets up there to figure things out.</p><p>He may also have a drawing or two in his room, but it&rsquo;s harder to tell.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, byler

Post id: 687996119199989760
Date: 2022-06-25 02:30:28 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/687996119199989760
Slug: hi-the-anon-who-asked-the-collar-related-ask-i
Reblog key: jvhgvFnn
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Hi, the anon who asked the collar related ask. I rewatched the trainer again and does Eleven have the collar on when the explosion of the base happens? youtu(.)be/sBEvEcpnG7k?t=93 I think she does but I'm not sure tbh.</p>
Answer: <p>I honestly can&rsquo;t tell, but we&rsquo;ll find out in less than a week!</p>
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Question: <p>Also, Dustin has a shirt with a fire breathing dragon and Will the Wise that he drew himself on the back. It's a great video, you should watch it!</p>
Answer: <p>Oh? That might explain why a fire-breathing dragon is one of the templates in the Stranger Things LiteBrite set. I&rsquo;ll have to check out that video.</p>
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Question: <p>So the costume designer just did a video for GQ and confirmed El is wearing Will's shirt under her dress. And the audience is supposed to know that's Will's shirt. Which means Mike would know that too. He shows up to California and El is literally wearing Will's clothes, wow. How uncomfortable must that have been for him. The subtext fully became text for Mike at that reunion &#129325;</p>
Answer: <p>Interesting.</p><p>It&rsquo;s not surprising that El would wear some of Will&rsquo;s (presumably) old shirts, but to wear one to the airport to see Mike is a bit on the nose. </p><p>I wonder if she wears one of Will&rsquo;s shirts with all of her outfits.</p>
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Question: <p>This may be just a reach and is mainly based on your idea of Will communing with the Mindflayer (please correct me if you meant he'd be communing with Vecna) but if he does get in touch, and I would love that, he might be the one learning about his mother's whereabouts since the Mindflayer is in Russia as well. Due to all the things that happen around him, he might not find the time to tell El about Hopper being alive (or maybe he won't be told since communing means he'd only get yes or no as an answer and he might not ask about Hopper) so there'd still be the chance to see them having an emotional reunion. Again this is just an idea, but I'd love to hear your thoughts on this. </p>
Answer: <p>I did mean the Mindflayer, yeah.</p><p>It would be interesting if, should the Mindflayer get free in Russia, Will instantly sensed it. I don&rsquo;t know if he&rsquo;d start getting any &ldquo;now-memories,&rdquo; but it&rsquo;s possible that&rsquo;s what the &ldquo;Commune&rdquo; could be.</p><p>Like I said earlier today, it&rsquo;d make sense if the California crew remembered that, hey, Joyce would be due to come back from Alaska soon, and she&rsquo;d be in a lot of danger if the military was still monitoring the house. </p>
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Question: <p>It's the commune anon again. I just wanted to add (you probably already knew) that Will would only have three questions, so he might not even get the chance to ask about Hopper. I'm still interested in what you think of this. </p>
Answer: <p>It depends on how closely the Duffers stick to the rules of the game. They seem more interested in taking the names of things and just loosely basing elements of the show after them.</p><p>It&rsquo;s still just a pet theory, anyway. While I would expect there to be some sort of interaction between Will and the Mindflayer, not that we know it&rsquo;s still around, I said the same thing about season 3, and, well, it sort of just acted like it didn&rsquo;t know who Will was.</p>
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Question: <p>Which kind of reaction do you expect from Mike once he sees El's shaved head if any?</p>
Answer: <p>Eh, I wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised if they had a call back to &ldquo;Still pretty?&rdquo; from season 1. They haven&rsquo;t exactly been subtle at all when it comes to El this season.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 687959714347253760
Date: 2022-06-24 16:51:50 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/687959714347253760
Slug: hi-ill-need-to-rewatch-s4-before-volume-2-drops
Reblog key: Z9Cqchek
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Hi! I'll need to rewatch s4 before volume 2 drops, but I was wondering - was Eleven really this bad at using powers during her younger years? If I remember correctly, when Brenner chose her for demonstration (lightening the light bulbs), others, even younger kids (I know we saw Millie but it was 8/9y.o El), were laughing at her. Yet it seemed that Brenner (and 001 of course) was interested in her and her progress (or lack of it, thb). Am I reading it correctly? (younger ones laughing and all)</p>
Answer: <p>They were pretty heavy-handed this season in showing that El was always different, an outcast. There was something about her that set her apart even from the other Lab kids. It could be the fact that she grew up in that environment, having been born there. Perhaps there&rsquo;s something else to it, like the theory that she&rsquo;s Henry&rsquo;s biological daughter.</p><p>For Henry, El being seen as weak would make her ideal, as nobody would suspect her of being able to do anything. He just had to test her out to see if she indeed had hidden potential. Her victory in the training exercise seemed to catch everyone by surprise, and Brenner immediately became suspicious of Henry. It&rsquo;s clearly something that nobody expected from El, at least at the time. Even though they don&rsquo;t come out and say it, I think El&rsquo;s unique situation as having been born and raised in the Lab is why she struggled. </p><p>Emotional memories seem to be a key part of how effective one&rsquo;s powers are, and El grew up in such a controlled environment that she didn&rsquo;t have many to draw on. Perhaps it&rsquo;s a bit ironic that Brenner&rsquo;s attempts to perfectly control the upbringing of a subject actually impeded the development of her abilities.</p>
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Question: <p>https://twitter.com/bylerbaited/status/1540164029901148162?s=20&amp;t=mymvSUW6jMMP96zIKAVF9Q</p><p>idk if this is a spoiler but ??? omg?? </p>
Answer: <p>Eh, I&rsquo;d chalk that up as a coincidence. I don&rsquo;t think they&rsquo;re leaving secret poster codes for who dies.</p>
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Question: <p> how is the russia crew even going back to hawkins like there is no way they hop on another plane with another shady guy like yuri. it only makes sense they go through the upside down !!</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m not sure they even get back there this season, to be honest. Like you said, they can&rsquo;t exactly take any conventional method back home. Even if they hold Yuri at gunpoint and force him to fly them back, there&rsquo;s still the matter of getting from Alaska to Hawkins. I wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised if Yuri is demogorgon food, either.</p><p>Finding a way home through the Upside Down makes sense considering the Gate under the mall is how Hopper got there in the first place. I hope they explain how all that works, though.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 687890595829645312
Date: 2022-06-23 22:33:13 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/687890595829645312
Slug: in-watching-st-again-in-prep-for-vol-2-i-noticed
Reblog key: 1cea50OD
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>In watching ST again in prep for vol. 2 I noticed that a lot of the time, in season 1, before Will starts communicating with Joyce, they show swing sets in the real world faintly swinging, which I think is hints as to where Will is. Swinging on swings to comfort himself since he associates them with happy memories aka. meeting Mike :)</p><p>I've been loving your blog while scrolling through the byler tag!! Have a lovely week &lt;3</p>
Answer: <p>Is that right? I don&rsquo;t think I noticed that before. I&rsquo;m not sure it was intentional, though. Would Will have gone to such an open area while trying to evade the Demogorgon? Will&rsquo;s house is also rather out of the way, so he would have had to go quite a distance to get to the nearest swings. At the end of the day, I don&rsquo;t know how much of season 2 and beyond they had thought of before season 1 was revealed to be a hit. It&rsquo;s a nice thought, but perhaps coincidental. </p><p>I&rsquo;m glad you enjoy my blog. Have a great week, also!</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think Vecna would still try to get rid of El had she answered yes to joining him? He seemed to view El more favourably compared to the other test subjects but idk, maybe that was fake too </p>
Answer: <p>I think he would have kept her around for as long as he thought she was loyal to him. Having her as a minion would have been a valuable asset to him. Despite how highly he thought of himself, he knew that his powers have limits because he had passed out after killing his mother and sister. El would have been useful to have around as long as he could keep her under his control.</p><p>He didn&rsquo;t really view her more favorably so much as he thought he could manipulate her. Once it was clear that he couldn&rsquo;t anymore, he decided to kill her, too. </p>
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Question: <p>Why do some people say El's powers are psychic but Will's powers are magic? Do you happen to know?</p>
Answer: <p>I never heard of people referring to Will&rsquo;s potential powers as magic. Maybe it&rsquo;s because Will the Wise is a wizard? </p><p>If Will has powers, then they&rsquo;d probably have a similar explanation to those of El.</p>
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Question: <p>Could you shed some light onto this note Mike wrote for Will that he keeps in his scrapbook? It's awfully romantic and in a good way obv  bylerfluff(.)tumblr(.)com/post/687799266964537344/saw-this-floating-around-on-twt-its-from-will</p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s from Will Byers&rsquo; Secret Files. I don&rsquo;t think it&rsquo;s anymore canon than any of the novels or comics. It was nice of the people who made it to include a reference to the Crazy Together scene, but I wouldn&rsquo;t read too much into it.</p>
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Question: <p>These leaks are not helping my Byler heart and I'm on the verge of having another panic attack. They said that Mike tells 11 that he loves her and that Will removes his hand from Mikes on the couch and walks away :"(</p>
Answer: <p>Stop listening to leaks whose only source is &ldquo;Trust me, bro.&rdquo;</p>
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Question: <p>How and WHY would the school counselor lady be a traitor anyway? Doesn't really make sense to me. Can you maybe explain this or leave a link where someone else explains it? Thanks.</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t know how it would work. I just find it unusual that she&rsquo;d have a clock necklace. It could just be a red herring.</p>
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Question: <p>seeing the supersonic meltdown conservatives are having over the lesbian kiss in lightyear (the new pixar movie) makes me nervous for the reaction if byler ever happens. especially as i&rsquo;ve been in a fandom that doxxed and outed queer people before :/</p>
Answer: <p>Those reactions are always overblown and not at all representative of actual fan response. I don&rsquo;t even know why you&rsquo;re referring to it as a &ldquo;supersonic meltdown,&rdquo; honestly. It&rsquo;s just a relatively small group of loudmouths who yell and scream to get attention. Getting nervous over that is giving them far more credit than they deserve.</p>
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Question: <p>Millie said something along the lines in an interview &ldquo;there are still two episodes left&rdquo; reguarding Mike and El&rsquo;s relashionship. This may mean that they can still fix their love? </p>
Answer: <p>What did you expect her to say? She&rsquo;s not about to give away what happens in an interview.</p><p>That said, I don&rsquo;t see how they can fix things in two episodes. They left on bad terms, and neither of them really did anything while apart that would point to them fixing their issues. If anything, Will telling Mike that it can be scary to tell someone the truth because they might not like it points to Mike hiding his feelings from El because she wouldn&rsquo;t be happy with it.</p><p>But I guess we&rsquo;ll see in a week.</p>
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Question: <p>are you one of those who think will hugging jonathan is actually part of his vecnafication because i don't really get why people say it</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;ve gone on the record as saying it&rsquo;s possible. I think the biggest reason to think it could be the case is that it&rsquo;s similar to Max hugging her mom, only for it to be an illusion from Vecna. It also goes along with how Vecna operates, as he wants to wear down his victims by toying with their emotions and insecurities before he strikes. It&rsquo;d make sense for him to get to Will by exploiting his fears that Jonathan might not accept him.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t think it&rsquo;s a good chance, mind you, but there is a chance.</p>
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Question: <p>Hello, I really love your blog and your theories! </p><p>I'm not the same anon who sent the traitor ask but regarding to it: a lot of people are theorizing that it's Eddie who will either betray the party or who has been secretly evil and pulling the strings in the background all along. What are your thoughts on this? :)</p>
Answer: <p>Hello, thanks for your kind words!</p><p>I think Eddie being a &ldquo;traitor&rdquo; would be a waste. They&rsquo;ve set up how Eddie&rsquo;s nonconformity is a good thing, and they also showed him being legitimately freaked out by what&rsquo;s going on. Having him betray them all, especially out of some evil intent, would only make Jason look like he was right all along. What sort of message would that be?</p><p>Ever since it was pointed out that she wears a clock necklace, though, I&rsquo;ve been a bit suspicious of Ms. Kelly. It&rsquo;d kill me, though, as there are so few good representations of school counselors in popular media.</p>
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Question: <p>What do you think Byler's chances are in light of the interview in which MBB and Finn talk about mileven being a married couple with no chance of divorcing.  Also, disclaimer, this interview did come out before season 4, if that's going to inform your opinion in any way. </p><p>This is the interview btw- https://collider.com/stranger-things-season-4-millie-bobby-brown-finn-wolfhard-interview/ </p><p><br></p><p>I'd love to hear your thoughts, thanks! </p>
Answer: <p>The exact wording is &ldquo;it&rsquo;s like they&rsquo;re married and there&rsquo;s no option of divorce.&rdquo;</p><p>No option.</p><p>As in &ldquo;not allowed, even if they wanted to&rdquo;.</p><p>That is <i>much </i>different from &ldquo;no chance of divorcing.&rdquo;</p><p>The interview makes it sound like they&rsquo;re stuck together, not that they&rsquo;re so in love that it&rsquo;s impossible that they&rsquo;d break up.</p><p>It&rsquo;s a relationship that they&rsquo;re forcing, despite the fact that there&rsquo;s major problems. It&rsquo;s the same situation as with Mike&rsquo;s parents, and I&rsquo;d really hope that&rsquo;s not the sort of thing people find romantic. Karen feels trapped in her marriage, and Ted is just emotionally absent now, assuming he was ever emotionally present.</p>
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Question: <p>is it weird that i just cannot see mike rejecting will. like not even from a byler shipper standpoint just in general.. i physically can&rsquo;t imagine it it would seem so weird </p>
Answer: <p>I personally see no benefit to either Mike or Will&rsquo;s character development in Mike having to reject Will. If they just wanted to set Will up to be gay, then they didn&rsquo;t need to involve Mike into it. If they intended to show that they could still be friends afterwards, then that&rsquo;s honestly something that just makes Mike look good at Will&rsquo;s expense. </p><p>The whole storyline is ridiculous if it spans the entire series, only for Will to end up rejected.</p>
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Question: <p>Hello! I don't know who else to ask, but I wonder if you heard something about someone being a "traitor" in Stranger Things? I've seen something (I think it was a yt comment under the trailer) about some actor (I think they said it was Caleb) saying that someone is going to betray them? I tried to check the interviews but I wasn't able to find anything... have you heard something about it/know the context? Thank you anyway!</p>
Answer: <p>I have literally heard nothing about that, but it <i>would </i>go along with the Last Supper/Good Friday symbolism. If that painting and the fact that the season takes place in the week leading into Easter are indeed intentional, then it stands to reason that someone would need to be a Judas.</p><p>Something tells me that everything wouldn&rsquo;t be as it seems, though, if that ended up being the case. </p><p>Still, like I said, I have not heard the comment in question. </p>
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Question: <p>I see more and more people worrying about queerbaiting but I don't think the duffer brothers are people capable of such a thing. I think they have a vision and ST is their baby basically, they obviously care about the story they're telling and if byler isn't in their plan they will let us know I think.</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t think the Duffers themselves would stoop to queerbaiting. They insisted on working with a distributor that would give them the freedom to create the show they set out to create. They ended up on Netflix in the first place because the major networks all tried to meddle too much.</p><p>I have faith in the Duffers. The only questionable factor is executive meddling from Netflix.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think Will's bowlcut lays/rests a lil high on his forehead in the new trailer?</p>
Answer: <p>I haven&rsquo;t honestly paid that much attention to it. A lot of scenes were filmed far apart due to the pandemic, though, especially with New Mexico shutting down for an extended period. It could very well have been too difficult to maintain a perfectly consistent haircut.</p>
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Question: <p>I don&rsquo;t understand why everyone says that they could see Will having a crush on Mike from the beginning but not the opposite (prior to s4, that is). I&rsquo;ve liked them since s2 but to me it wasn&rsquo;t exactly clear how Will felt at first, because even though he was clearly queer-coded, Mike was the one who was constantly after Will. In s1 he&rsquo;s the most driven in searching for him, in s2 he&rsquo;s at his side all the time, noticing everything about him: if he&rsquo;s quiet, if he feels upset. Will&rsquo;s dealing with a lot in the meantime. The dynamic changes in s3, but I don&rsquo;t get why we should just forget about everything that happened before? Looking at the bigger picture, Will has always been a weak spot for Mike. It&rsquo;s not out of the world to say that he might have been having feelings for Will for a long time, even if he&rsquo;s not aware of them. </p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s frustrating, but not unexpected.</p><p>Will is the one who was spoon-fed to us as a potentially gay character from the start. He was bullied for being perceived as gay. He was into &ldquo;unmanly&rdquo; things like art. He never had any interest in girls. That last one is the biggest deal, actually. A character can be gay coded in so many ways, but the second they&rsquo;re interested in the opposite sex, they&rsquo;re &ldquo;clearly straight&rdquo; until explicitly stated otherwise. This is essentially how Mike has flown under the radar.</p><p>The simple fact that Mike kissed El in season 1 has kept most fans from even entertaining the notion that he might (also) like boys. It causes them to find excuses for Mike&rsquo;s behavior. It still took until this season for a lot of fans to even consider Will might be gay, so it&rsquo;s next to impossible for them to see the more subtle coding in Mike. Therefore, it turns into Mike just &ldquo;being a good friend to Will&rdquo; or &ldquo;missing El&rdquo; whenever he acts tenderly towards Will. When in doubt, people go to the nongay explanation.</p><p>Heteronormativity is a powerful thing. I daresay that most people don&rsquo;t even realize they&rsquo;re seeing the world through that sort of lens.</p>
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Question: <p>ST4 has some inconsistencies with regards to the issue of lights. In the second season Terry Ives manipulated the lights in his house to communicate with Eleven, but he was not upside down but in the void. So there are two explanations: either we viewers from home have not yet understood anything about these magical lights or the creators of Stranger Things have completely forgotten that they made Terry do the trick of the lights.</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m inclined to agree with you. There&rsquo;s either more to it than they&rsquo;ve revealed to us, or they&rsquo;re just playing fast and loose with that whole thing. </p>
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Question: <p>Hello, how are you? Love your blog, the way you analyse everything, your answers - everything! I really appreciate that you take your time to do it :) Also, I know it's probably nothing/misleading but I love that in the trailer, when Eleven says "my friend needs me" the camera points Max. Especially since I think the bridge thing is from Max's mind and El is there (and the ball is also in Max's head). It's not about Elmax as a ship but I liked their friendship in s3 so I find it a nice take :)</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s nice to get a reaffirmation of their friendship. I think it&rsquo;s clear that Max is the one that El needs to most immediately help, so it&rsquo;s logical that they&rsquo;d show her during that line. </p>
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Question: <p>Do you think the number of the byler tag followers increases so much because people start to see them as a thing? I mean have you seen it? It's crazy.</p>
Answer: <p>Maybe. Tumblr is still small potatoes compared to other social media sites, but it could be reflective of growing popularity. People may be coming here in larger numbers because other social media sites don&rsquo;t take kindly to Byler talk.</p>
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Question: <p>I don&rsquo;t know if you&rsquo;ve already answered this, but it&rsquo;s been wracking my brain like crazy ever since vol. 1 aired. Why do you think the duffers decided to bring back Stancy? I feel like Steve was <i>just</i> starting to finally get over Nancy, and the relationship problems in Jancys storyline last season was finally resolved and they seemed to be perfectly healthy. Based on my assumptions of the show, the duffers wrote Jancy to be an endgame ship. Still, I know we don&rsquo;t really know that they <i>won&rsquo;t</i> be endgame yet, but it&rsquo;s really leaning toward it, which I&rsquo;m confused about. It&rsquo;s not that I don&rsquo;t want Stancy to happen, it&rsquo;s just that a lot of things hint at Jancy being the endgame ship above all else (Stancy) lol. Could the duffers be changing their original idea of where they&rsquo;re relationship is headed for one reason or another and it&rsquo;s just a mishap that the previously placed hints point to their endgame? Or was the abrupt Stancy just a silly goofy choice to spice up the romance plots a bit more by adding drama? Or it&rsquo;s actually all on purpose and I&rsquo;m just worrying unnecessarily? </p>
Answer: <p>As much as I personally don’t like that they’re revisiting Steve and Nancy’s romance, it was sort of always left unresolved in the first place. I think it’s only nature that they finally do something with it.</p><p>If you think about it, they never really broke up in the first place. They had a fight where Nancy drunkenly called their relationship bullshit, then Steve asked Jonathan to make sure she got home safely. By the time he next saw her, she had already gotten with Jonathan, and Steve sort of just let the matter drop. He didn’t really get over her. Season 3 showed us that he still thought he had loved her, and there’s a suggestion that he still harbored those feelings. With Jonathan out of the picture, there’s nothing but their own reservations stopping them from getting back together.</p><p>I think that’s actually what bugs me the most. There’s nothing but themselves stopping them. Nancy shouldn’t even really be entertaining this whole idea, and, in my opinion, it makes her look very bad. She got together with Jonathan in the first place during a traumatic situation while she and Steve were having trouble, and now she’s being teased as about to do the same thing with Steve. Jonathan is away, they’re having trouble, and Steve is there. is Jonathan going to show up and be made to just accept it like Steve did in season 2? Come on, Nancy. It doesn’t make her look like she likes both of them. Instead, it makes it look like she doesn’t like either of them, and she just goes to whoever is the most convenient at the time. I’m hoping it turns out to be a misdirect.</p><p>Steve doesn’t deserve this, either. He’s feeling alone because all of his relationships have been shallow, being only about sex. It’s normal to think he’d be rethinking things when put back into a traumatic situation with Nancy, but the situation is all wrong. </p><p>So, I’m not really surprised they’re teasing all of this, but if it becomes a thing, then I don’t really know what they’re thinking. There’s still unresolved issues between them, after all. It’ll be interesting to see what happens when Jonathan gets to Hawkins. Honestly, I feel like Nancy needs to separate from both of them and figure out what she really wants. </p>
Tags: stranger things 4, nancy wheeler, steve harrington, jonathan byers

Post id: 687816105532833792
Date: 2022-06-23 02:49:14 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/687816105532833792
Slug: hey-before-i-start-i-just-wanted-to-let-you-know
Reblog key: j6CHDGgc
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Hey! Before I start, I just wanted to let you know how much I appreciate your blog. It gave me a lot of hope when I was really skeptical about byler happening.</p><p>I was just wondering, in your own opinion, what character do you think is most aware of byler? Or just the fact that Will has feelings for Mike and vice versa.</p><p>Just something I've been thinking about, and I wanted to see what other people thought :)</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you for the kind words. I try to keep things realistic, yet hopefully on my blog. </p><p>As to your question, I think the clear answer is Jonathan. At the very least, he&rsquo;s aware that Will has feelings for Mike. You can just watch him at the airport. His facial expression changes from a small smile to a frown when Mike gives Will that detached greeting. Even in season 3, though, you can see him look over to Will when Mike gets mad and yells that he loves El. Jon is a good brother, and he knows what&rsquo;s up. I don&rsquo;t know that he suspects anything from Mike&rsquo;s end, though.</p><p>I think he might be the only one to have any clue, actually. </p>
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Question: <p>I was going through some of the responses you have in your pinned post, and it&rsquo;s crazy how much you got right; you even predicted there might be a parallel to the &ldquo;crazy together&rdquo; scene, which seems increasingly likely. I&rsquo;m just curious, how does it feel to be so spot on? </p>
Answer: <p>Oh, well, thank you for the compliment. It&rsquo;s been a while since I&rsquo;ve looked back on a lot of those posts. I can&rsquo;t say I&rsquo;m really &ldquo;keeping score&rdquo; or anything in regards to what I did of didn&rsquo;t get right. I imagine I got some broad strokes right. With any halfway decent writers who maintain consistency with characters, it&rsquo;s not too hard to see where their development might go. As far as details, though, I feel like you might be overstating my accuracy.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not really out here to predict exactly where things are going. I just take what we have to make educated guesses as to where things might logically go. It&rsquo;s nice to be right, of course, but I honestly have more fun with the character analyses where I mix in some psychology.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi! I just wanted to say I love reading your posts about Byler. They&rsquo;re always so well explained. </p><p>I do have thing that is making me a bit skeptical about Byler becoming canon and it&rsquo;s about how many people will find out that Will and Mike are dating. When Robin came out to Steve, it was clear that she wasn&rsquo;t sure how he would react and she got worried when he wasn&rsquo;t responding for a good few seconds. I&rsquo;m just wondering how the Duffers would deal with so many of Will and Mike&rsquo;s close friends and family finding out about their relationship especially when it&rsquo;s clear that we don&rsquo;t really know how everyone would react to them being queer. </p><p>Joyce and Johnathan I feel would be clearly okay, but how about the rest of the gang? How do you think the show will handle it? </p>
Answer: <p>These are friends who are not only life-long, but fire-forged. </p><p>There&rsquo;s now an entire message of &ldquo;forced conformity&rdquo; being a detriment, perhaps the real curse that plagues Hawkins. Most, if not all, of the main characters have stepped off the main road onto a path that would be seen as different in some way. Jonathan is a loner. Will is gay. Dustin embraces being a freak and nerd. Max is something of a tomboy. Joyce is a single mother and &ldquo;crazy&rdquo; lady. Robin is a band geek and a lesbian. The list goes on. </p><p>These people accept each other, though, even if they don&rsquo;t always understand everything about each other. Steve accepted Robin not just because he came to see her as a friend, though that likely helped. He accepted her because he realizes how flawed his social schemas were. He didn&rsquo;t even consider Robin until Dustin knocked some sense into him. He didn&rsquo;t have to force himself to like Robin, though. He just started to see the things that made her different as positives. Now that he knows they can&rsquo;t work out romantically, they instead become things he admires in her as a friend. I also think that everything Steve has gone through has led to him reconsidering what he sees as normal or right. </p><p>I really think the series title will come into play here. The various characters will honestly see there as having been stranger things they&rsquo;ve seen than whatever &ldquo;nonconformity&rdquo; each other embrace. It might catch some people off guard, though maybe not as much as we might think, but, at the end of the day, these people have been through hell together. After everything, do you really think they&rsquo;d abandon Mike and Will just because they started to date?</p>
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Question: <p>hi i&rsquo;m new in byler tumblr side and i came across ur blog and i really LOVED ur analysis and whenever i love someones&rsquo; analysis i usually just dig into their blogs bc it&rsquo;s entertaining and i came across a blog from 2019 where u believe that they won&rsquo;t make byler canon so my question is what changed ur mind this past three years ???? what made u look at byler with new perspective? </p>
Answer: <p>Hello. Thank you for reading. I&rsquo;m glad you enjoy my blog.</p><p>I worry sometimes about leaving those older posts up, but I figure it&rsquo;s best to be honest and show my own journey. </p><p>I was very pessimistic fresh off of season 3, mostly owing to my own cynicism involving LGBT representation in general audience media. Over the course of the interim years, though, I was able to take in other people&rsquo;s thoughts, which helped me rethink things. I was paying too much attention to what was on the surface, not looking into subtext. It is admittedly difficult for me to do that when I get too emotional, and, given how much I identify with Will and Mike, this show can often get me emotional. </p><p>I simply came to see a growing pile of evidence supporting Byler. While I still see reasons to worry that it&rsquo;ll just be &ldquo;wink and nod&rdquo; stuff, a lot of that is, again, a function of my cynicism. When I allow myself to be more rational, things honestly seem to be looking up. When I allow myself to use my psychological background, things get even more clear, as I can easily conceptualize both of them having feelings for the other. I&rsquo;m not able to do this with any other &ldquo;noncanon&rdquo; ships, no matter how much I might like the ideas. At this point, it makes more sense for Byler to happen than not.</p><p>As for <i>when</i> it&rsquo;ll happen, though, well&hellip;</p>
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Question: <p>Millie fans are calling Noah "Millie's gay best friend and third wheel" and I don't like it cos they are bullies</p>
Answer: <p>That just seems unnecessarily mean. They&rsquo;re allowed to be friends, regardless of whatever sexual orientation he identifies as. They shouldn&rsquo;t even be assuming he&rsquo;s gay just because he&rsquo;s friends with a woman. I don&rsquo;t follow the actors&rsquo; personal lives, but, as far as I&rsquo;m aware, he hasn&rsquo;t made any public declaration one way or the other.</p><p>Again, though, I would hardly classify these people as her fans. If they were, they wouldn&rsquo;t insult one of her friends like that. They&rsquo;re just fans of who she is in their own minds.</p>
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Question: <p>We see Murray with a flamethrower approaching the mindflayer. Would that not hurt Will though?</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t think so. Nothing that was done to the Mindflayer in season 3 seemed to affect Will. He was just left with a means to sense its presence somehow. Perhaps they will explain that.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi. This is incredibly random and has nothing to do with Stranger Things but do people in the US use WhatsApp? Sorry to bother you. xD Have a great day.</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m not personally familiar with that app, so I don&rsquo;t really know.</p>
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Question: <p>Could we have a Dustin character analysis pretty please? I fell down the rabbit hole reading your analysis posts and I'd love to read your thoughts about him &#128519;</p>
Answer: <p>This is on my To-Do list, but I&rsquo;m waiting until after volume 2.</p>
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Question: <p>Someone noticed that at minute 1:11 of the new trailer you can hear some kind of whisper in the background that says &ldquo;I love you&rdquo; or &ldquo;I love you too&rdquo;. Someone says it&rsquo;s Mike saying it or maybe El. It might be a reach, but can you hear anything? It&rsquo;s kind of mixed with the music.</p>
Answer: <p>Eh, you can hear a breathy gasp that sounds vaguely like &ldquo;I love you too,&rdquo; but it&rsquo;s far too unintelligible. Given that we see what looks like El with an oxygen mask on, that may be who is speaking.</p><p>How anyone thought it was Mike is beyond me.</p>
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Question: <p>the i love you in the trailer is the same one from terry ives in episode 7!</p>
Answer: <p>Ah, I could see that. </p>
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Question: <p>Someone noticed that at minute 1:11 of the new trailer you can hear some kind of whisper in the background that says &ldquo;I love you&rdquo; or &ldquo;I love you too&rdquo;. Someone says it&rsquo;s Mike saying it or maybe El. It might be a reach, but can you hear anything? It&rsquo;s kind of mixed with the music.</p>
Answer: <p>Eh, you can hear a breathy gasp that sounds vaguely like &ldquo;I love you too,&rdquo; but it&rsquo;s far too unintelligible. Given that we see what looks like El with an oxygen mask on, that may be who is speaking.</p><p>How anyone thought it was Mike is beyond me.</p>
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Question: <p>Well, I am sure that there is going to be a byler heart-to-heart moment because Charlie literally said that there is a scene between Mike and Will that made him cry.</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, but there&rsquo;s a high chance that he was referring to the scene in Will&rsquo;s room before the shootout. He would have been there to see it since it comes in at the end of it.</p><p>That doesn&rsquo;t mean there won&rsquo;t be more, but I don&rsquo;t know why people assume he&rsquo;s referring to a scene we haven&rsquo;t seen.</p>
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Question: <p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/687682272445546496/should-we-be-worried-that-will-isnt-actually">this</a> is actually what i think will happen as well. somehow someway his feelings for mike will get confirmed (which means his sexuality is confirmed) and/or someone will indirectly talk about how he&rsquo;s gay. if it&rsquo;s vecna then he&rsquo;ll probably do something like pennywise in it by not directly saying it or he&rsquo;ll just bring up mike. or if he&rsquo;s not vecna&rsquo;d (i&rsquo;ll be incredibly disappointed but you never know at this point) they&rsquo;ll most likely confirm his feelings for mike in some other way that&rsquo;s not him directly saying it. like maybe making it obvious the painting is for mike or having him look at mileven together or just something really obvious that ppl can&rsquo;t deny it (even though straight ppl always will until he says it out loud or someone else does). i think there&rsquo;s a chance he could up and say it in s5 but i really think him being gay is only going to be indirectly confirmed this season but not come out of his mouth.</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s amazing, but we still don&rsquo;t know when, where, or how the painting will come into play. It&rsquo;s had too much attention drawn to it for it not to be revealed, though.</p><p>Maybe the whole &ldquo;acceptance and mutual understanding&rdquo; is just an ambiguous, but positive, ending that is expanding on in season 5.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think Will knowing for a fact that <i>'he'</i> won't stop has something to do with his powers?</p>
Answer: <p>Almost certainly. He sounds like he <i>knows </i>something, not that he&rsquo;s just assuming.</p><p>Either his connection to the Mindflayer is also a connection to Vecna, or he learned something in a Trance. If Hopper and Co. somehow release the Mindflayer (accidentally or otherwise), then it&rsquo;s possible that Will even &ldquo;communes&rdquo; (Commune is a Cleric spell in D&amp;D that allows them to ask questions of &ldquo;higher powers&rdquo; that are honestly answered) with it and learns some new information.</p>
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Question: <p>hey! i saw your recent post about the new trailer. what did you mean by "RIP heart-to-heart, though."? do you believe there's not going to be more byler deep conversations? i think that we haven't seen all the byler action in this season, but i'd like to know what you think :)</p>
Answer: <p>I think it will include some bonding, similar to &ldquo;we won&rsquo;t let him,&rdquo; but it will primarily be about Vecna. All I meant was that it&rsquo;s apparently not the incredibly emotional scene that many of us were hoping it would be.</p>
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Question: <p>I believe Enzo, Eddie and Jason may not make it. Now, my question is, who out the main cast won't make it? I feel like it could be anyone and that is why we can feel that anxiousness and uncertainty. What do you think?</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t know that they&rsquo;ll kill any of the younger teens, but Max may well end up in that coma that people have been talking about. She seems the most likely casualty amongst them. Someone sacrificing themselves to save the others seems foreshadowed by Running Up That Hill, and she would be the one most connected to that song. Maybe she finds some way to trap Vecna within her consciousness, but it&rsquo;ll only hold for so long, hence Will&rsquo;s warning.</p><p>As far as the older teens, I think Steve might go down, as painful as that would be. If not him, then maybe Nancy. Dream Warriors is one of the VSF movies, and it featured <i>that </i>Nancy being tricked and killed by Freddy near the end.</p><p>In Russia, I think either Dmitri or Murray has to die. It feels impossible for them to all get out of that situation alive, and Joyce and Hopper should be safe.</p>
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Question: <p>There&rsquo;s been a bit of fan discourse within the fanbase about mikes development/ behaviour and I was wondering what your take on it is </p><p>1) he&rsquo;s ooc because of writing</p><p>2) his behaviour has gotten worse because he&rsquo;s never called out on it ( unlike season one where Lucas called him out) so it&rsquo;s natural development </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m so done with this. Mike&rsquo;s behavior isn&rsquo;t OOC. It&rsquo;s not bad writing. Mike has always been insecure, and how that presents can simply change as one gets older. It may seem like it&rsquo;s worse because the issues he&rsquo;s presenting are getting more mature and complex. </p>
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Question: <p>The new trailer has me both excited and worried. Excited because it was so well done and I know the last two episodes are going to be brilliant, but worried because of who will die/how it will end. It's also interesting that at the very end of the trailer, a moments after the screeen goes black and Vecna says "Your friends have lost", we see Eleven screaming with her LEFT hand in front of her. Not sure if it means anything, but she usually uses her right/both and Vecna used left in the flashback</p>
Answer: <p>All I&rsquo;ll say is, keep in mind that trailers are often misleading. There&rsquo;s bound to be expectations they want us to develop just so they can surprise us later.</p><p>We don&rsquo;t even know that she is who Vecna&rsquo;s talking to when he says &ldquo;your friends have lost.&rdquo; It reminds me of &ldquo;You have lost&rdquo; from the first trailer, and I don&rsquo;t know that we ever heard that line. It&rsquo;s possible it was just an edited form of the line we&rsquo;ve now heard.</p>
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Question: <p>What do you think about the Byler cabin scene in the S4 trailer, to be a potential parallel of the Byler scene in S2? When Will was sensing the Mind Flayer, and Mike said ''we won't let him'' while placing his hand on top of Will's ?</p><p>If they recreate that, we know that romantic feelings are somewhat involved now, so this handholding has deeper meaning (for Will at least).</p>
Answer: <p>There are certainly similarities in how they&rsquo;ve framed the scenes. There&rsquo;s also a similarity in the subject matter of the scenes. I can only imagine they&rsquo;ll similarly reinforce the bond they share, just as they did in season 2. </p><p>Would they go with another handhold, though? I feel like that would be increasingly obvious at this point. I suppose we&rsquo;ll see soon enough.</p>
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Question: <p>So, uh . . . how are we feeling about Jonathan's odds of being Vecna'd?</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t really see it, to be honest. I think Jonathan will be more of a support for Will when it comes to Trances. Maybe Nancy, too, if that&rsquo;s still a threat when they arrive.</p>
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Question: <p>I think the scene with El, the Snow Ball table, and the skateboards is definitely inside Max's mind, it sure looks like California. We can also see the Vecna storm. I'm thinking progressively trippier sequence as Max's mind starts to break under Vecna with El inside it. Like memories blurring together. Or maybe if Max is already in a coma by this point, the reason it's so trippy is because she's dreaming, and El is trying to go in to save her.</p>
Answer: <p>Sounds like as good an explanation as any. </p>
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Question: <p>Should we be worried that Will isn&rsquo;t actually going to come out this season to the audience? I know we stopped worrying about that for a while once Noah started saying things like, &ldquo;They&rsquo;re definitely building that up&rdquo; about Byler, but what if Noah and Millie&rsquo;s original interview was correct and they&rsquo;re just &ldquo;leaving it up to interpretation&rdquo; again? The new trailer isn&rsquo;t actually very encouraging.</p>
Answer: <p>I think that the audience will know, even if Will doesn&rsquo;t come out to any of the other characters. If Will gets Tranced, then that will surely be a part of what he sees.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi! What are your thoughts for the trailer? Not sure if I understood it, but it seems that Eleven decided to stay after all with Brenner and will leave only once the Army attack them? But it really doesn't look well for the crew, neither in Hawkins nor in Russia. Do you think there is a chance that Vecna will indeed win/kill everyone and force her to watch? Or she'll get the "power"? I'm also curious as to why Will knows. Are they back in Hawkins or the MF was released and suddenly he "feels"?</p>
Answer: <p>We know she&rsquo;s there until the military shows up since she&rsquo;s outside when the explosion happens. Whether she stays of her own will or not, well, that&rsquo;s a different story.</p><p>It does look like we might have a &ldquo;Vecna wins&rdquo; situation, or maybe a stalemate. While we don&rsquo;t know for sure Vecna is talking to El when he talks about making someone watch, that is the implication in the trailer. It&rsquo;s hard to say whether he&rsquo;s making her watch real events or just illusions of her friends being killed. </p><p>The audience expectation would be that El &ldquo;hulks up&rdquo; just in time to save the day. I don&rsquo;t see that happening this time, but we&rsquo;ll see. I don&rsquo;t know how they&rsquo;ll manage to &ldquo;win&rdquo; otherwise, but surely there&rsquo;s something we don&rsquo;t know yet.</p><p>I think Will either can sense Vecna just like he did the Mindflayer, or that the Mindflayer in Russia is somehow released, leading to Will sensing that. I&rsquo;m still not convinced that Vecna and the Mindflayer are on the same side, exactly. They are in Hawkins when Will says that to Mike, though. That&rsquo;s Hopper&rsquo;s cabin.</p>
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Question: <p>Joseph Quinn in a recent interview with variety stated that season 4 will end with an &ldquo;absolute carnage&rdquo; :( </p><p>I&rsquo;m scared now,a lot of characters may die. What do you think?</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, that sounds like pretty standard final episode stuff for Stranger Things to me. It does sound like things might hit a new level this time, though.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 687623819861606400
Date: 2022-06-20 23:52:56 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/687623819861606400
Slug: they-showed-in-the-teaser-that-brenner-doesnt
Reblog key: FaO4qyrM
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>they showed in the teaser that brenner doesn't want el to go bc according to him, she is not ready yet. i was thinking maybe as he sees he can't control her, he puts on that shock collar</p>
Answer: <p>I think Brenner is afraid of El being too powerful without being able to control it. The collar is probably a (very extreme) precaution in case she goes all Henry on everyone. As horrible as it is, from his perspective, there are a lot of risks involved.</p><p>If we keep with the Empire Strikes Back parallel where El is Luke and Brenner is Yoda, then Brenner is probably worried about her falling to the dark side. Yoda was concerned that the Emperor would be able to exploit Luke&rsquo;s fears for his friends&rsquo; safety to turn him. Something similar happening to El would be disastrous.</p>
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Question: <p>saw someone say that maybe the reason mike can&rsquo;t say i love you to el is because if he does that makes it real, and it makes it something he can lose. thoughts on this? i think my only issue is that that can be true, but mike is also very aware that by not saying it, he would also be losing her? and if that&rsquo;s true, why couldn&rsquo;t he say it when she was crying in front of him and begging him to? also, i&rsquo;m sorry, but i just don&rsquo;t think it adds up for mike to be treating will the way he is unless there are feelings there. if it goes unaddressed i will be very mad </p>
Answer: <p>I think whoever said that is probably half right. </p><p>Mike saying it <i>would </i>make it real, but I don&rsquo;t think it becoming something to lose is what would mess Mike up. I think he&rsquo;s afraid of it becoming real because then there&rsquo;s no going back, at least in his mind. I think, at least on some level, Mike knows that what he feels for El isn&rsquo;t what it&rsquo;s &ldquo;supposed to be.&rdquo;</p><p>If he ends up saying it out of desperation to save El, as some leaks suggest, then I wonder if we&rsquo;ll get an &ldquo;oh shit&rdquo; moment from Mike.</p>
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Question: <p>Have you ever analyzed another show as much as this one? I&rsquo;m new to fandoms in general. Is this a common thing super fans do?</p>
Answer: <p>This is easily the only show I&rsquo;ve ever analyzed to this extent. I&rsquo;ve never even actively engaged in a fandom before.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t really know how common this sort of thing is in other fandoms. I imagine there&rsquo;s some degree of it in anything popular enough, though.</p>
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Question: <p>hi! so, i&rsquo;ve seen some theories saying that in s1 ep1 it could be vecna himself that kidnapped will and took him to the upside down - but i was mostly under the impression that it was an actual demogorgon that was under the control of vecna? like maybe he used the demogorgon as a physical projection of himself? because, upon rewatching i notice you can hear lots of growling and screeching that sounds a lot like the demogorgon. and, i&rsquo;m not completely sure if vecna can physically even leave the upside down as we never see him actually in the outside world. but then there&rsquo;s this picture:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="993" data-orig-width="1280"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5e243e5dbd43a0a4728b99f3d0c7cbfb/18ab8c21cc61fa11-2f/s640x960/14ea8856541241e5cae634d7d5a6deb95329ca64.png" data-orig-height="993" data-orig-width="1280"></figure></div><p>i&rsquo;ve seen pointed out that the hands are very similar to vecna&rsquo;s, but could it just be a mistake - maybe bad cgi? we do know that they didn&rsquo;t have a very big budget back then. but i&rsquo;m not sure - what do you think? </p>
Answer: <p>The silhouette in season 1 could just be a weird angle combined with maybe an imperfect model. They tend to use practical effects as much as possible, so I don&rsquo;t know if that was CGI. </p><p>As for Vecna possibly being involved in season 1, I&rsquo;d say it&rsquo;s more likely he was possibly following around Will in the Upside Down. Maybe he was leading around the Demogorgon, as you&rsquo;ve suggested. Unless they really hadn&rsquo;t thought things through, yet, then there&rsquo;s no explanation for the lock on the Byers door to slowly open. A demogorgon would sooner force its way in. We can also see that it has the ability to just appear where it needs to be, as it supposedly showed up behind Will in the shed. Imagine if it wasn&rsquo;t the demogorgon at all, though.</p><p>With how Vecna seems to feed on fear, I wonder if the whole point of the chase was to get Will so absolutely terrified that it allowed him to pull Will into the Upside Down? I still see no reason why the Demogorgon wouldn&rsquo;t have killed Will right then and there, unless they just plan to handwave it all away because they hadn&rsquo;t thought that far ahead.</p>
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Question: <p>there is something i&rsquo;ve noticed.in noah and millie&rsquo;s interview showing a scene with will and eleven cleaning the hopper's cabin,eleven had long hair. as we all know in the last two episodes she should have her hair shaved so the scene where they clean the hopper's cabin is after the battle with vecna? there may be a time skip?</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m not sure exactly which interview you&rsquo;re talking about, but I remember seeing this little while back.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1035" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e6d9581d529e611ee1a826d90647e32f/6a531d456b84c234-c3/s640x960/886dc8d9b46421d85335a28399b85be076d3029e.jpg" data-orig-height="1035" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p>She has short hair here.</p>
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Question: <p>Why do you think El chose to tell Mike that Angela &amp; Co were her friends, rather than just not mentioning them and/or pretending she was friends with some other, non-horrible classmates?</p>
Answer: <p>It was probably a matter of convenience to set up them showing up at the skating rink. They did get awfully heavy handed in setting up the parallel between the school bullies and the bullying at the Lab. </p><p>In-universe, though, I suppose you could explain it as El simply not really knowing anyone else well enough to think of them in the moment. It probably also fits with the false popularity she&rsquo;s conveyed to Mike, as Angela&rsquo;s crowd seems to be the most popular.</p>
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Question: <p>Those quotes are all pretty random, only Will's quote has any meaning if you think about it</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s a fair point, but Will doesn&rsquo;t exactly have a ton of lines when you think about it, at least not in volume 1. Maybe they could have used &ldquo;We&rsquo;re her brothers and we&rsquo;re family&rdquo; or &ldquo;We used to be best friends,&rdquo; but it could just be a case of them not having a lot to use. Will&rsquo;s lines are very much a case of quality over quantity.</p>
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Question: <p>hi. i&rsquo;m new to the fandom and i love your blog. can i as you what is your take on the rainbow room? as the rainbows seem to have a significance regarding will/mike, what does it mean that the lab kids are playing in a rainbow room?</p><p>also, i&lsquo;ve a theory: el &bdquo;created&ldquo; vecna. thus maybe the whole upside down was &bdquo;activated&ldquo;, which led to will being taken. in a way el is responsible for will&lsquo;s experience, so maybe that will be a turning point for mike&rsquo;s view toward el when he knows? (just my thoughts obviously).</p><p>thanks for answering.&nbsp;&#128537;</p>
Answer: <p>I honestly don&rsquo;t know where they&rsquo;re going with all of the rainbow symbolism, but I&rsquo;d be frustrated if the show co-opted a major LGBT symbol for something unrelated to it, while also building a &ldquo;coincidental&rdquo; gay storyline. The rainbow room is far from the only time a rainbow has been visible in the show, but there&rsquo;s no way to be sure what it all means, yet.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t think Mike would (or should) change his view of El if and when he learns that she &ldquo;caused&rdquo; all of this. He knew she opened the Gate in the first place, but he didn&rsquo;t hate her for it or anything. I think that El might blame herself, though, now that she has her full memory of what happened back.</p><p>Whatever the Upside Down is, there was something there for Henry to be sent into in the first place. It seemed to largely be without shape, for whatever reason, but I suspect we don&rsquo;t have the fully story at this point.</p>
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Question: <p>saw someone say that maybe the reason mike can&rsquo;t say i love you to el is because if he does that makes it real, and it makes it something he can lose. thoughts on this? i think my only issue is that that can be true, but mike is also very aware that by not saying it, he would also be losing her? and if that&rsquo;s true, why couldn&rsquo;t he say it when she was crying in front of him and begging him to? also, i&rsquo;m sorry, but i just don&rsquo;t think it adds up for mike to be treating will the way he is unless there are feelings there. if it goes unaddressed i will be very mad </p>
Answer: <p>I think whoever said that is probably half right. </p><p>Mike saying it <i>would </i>make it real, but I don&rsquo;t think it becoming something to lose is what would mess Mike up. I think he&rsquo;s afraid of it becoming real because then there&rsquo;s no going back, at least in his mind. I think, at least on some level, Mike knows that what he feels for El isn&rsquo;t what it&rsquo;s &ldquo;supposed to be.&rdquo;</p><p>If he ends up saying it out of desperation to save El, as some leaks suggest, then I wonder if we&rsquo;ll get an &ldquo;oh shit&rdquo; moment from Mike.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi, first of all - great blog! I enjoy reading your answers to questions/your analysis. Secondly - I wanted to ask if you noticed (most likely yes, but not sure if mentioned it) that when El was giving her presentantion, he referred to Hopper as, well, Hopper? "My dad, his name is Hopper" (or something like that). I don't know why, but it hit me that she introduced him via his surname while saying its his name, while she must know it's JIM Hopper? Any thoughts about it? It still confuses me...</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s a fair point, and it might be another sign that El just doesn&rsquo;t quite &ldquo;get&rdquo; normal life. It&rsquo;s hard to think what the writers were intending here, but it could also be a reference to Hopper simply being on a last-name basis with most people. I&rsquo;m trying to think of how many people even call him Jim.</p>
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Question: <p>Hello! I was rewatching s4, and what do you think about One telling Eleven that Papa wants her dead? I think that was a lie, but I don't know why Brenner would leave the doors open for 002 and co leave and attack Eleven? Or it was 001 who let them go and that's why Brenner tortured him (but decided not to intervene to see who wins)? I'm curious who lies here as we both know Brenner lies, but 001 is also a manipulator.</p>
Answer: <p>Remember that Henry had a keycard. He was capable of opening doors himself. I think he set up that entire encounter to get El desperate to leave. If she thought that Papa would protect her, she&rsquo;d be less likely to leave. So, Henry used the trust he had been building with her to convince her that Papa was behind it all. </p><p>Don&rsquo;t forget that the entire reason 002, and the others, attacked her is because she embarrassed him. That happened because Henry gave her help in secret. He encouraged her during the training exercise to set it all up. Brenner noticed he was up to something, so he was punished. The real question, I suppose, is why Brenner keeps Henry around. I can only imagine it&rsquo;s because he thinks he can keep Peter in line. But I think the punishment was also part of Henry&rsquo;s plan. Seeing him getting punished only made El want to help him more.</p><p>Henry used El&rsquo;s empathy to manipulate her. He got her to feel bad for him, to see him as someone like her, so that she&rsquo;d want to help him. It was never even really about escaping. He just needed her to be strong enough to remove his power suppressor/tracker. Having her as an ally would have been a nice bonus, but he had no issues with trying to kill her when she refused. It&rsquo;s quite a contrast to Brenner, who was distraught at the death and destruction.</p><p>Brenner may not be a hero, but he&rsquo;s not the villain, either. He didn&rsquo;t try to get El killed.</p>
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Question: <p>Tbh, I would love it if El is the one Will talks about his feelings with or that she notices his feelings for Mike. </p><p>I think she noticed that her feelings about Mike / his feelings about her changed between Season 3 and Season 4 but she chose to ignore it / thought that it was because they mainly kept contact through letters. She was already specifically paying close attention to whether he was going to tell her in any way that he loves her when he first arrived in Cali because he has not done so in his letters.</p><p>She also noticed that Will is in love but never considered the possibility that it could be with Mike. I think the distance allows her to see how genuine Will's feelings are. It would seem like an unsatisfying conclusion if Byler becomes canon but the possibility for a love triangle / El not supporting Byler is kept open.</p>
Answer: <p>Yes. Give me El putting the pieces together. Give me El/Will sibling bonding. Give me El learning what love looks like because she sees it from Will&rsquo;s point of view. Give me El not having any problems with Will liking a boy because she wasn&rsquo;t taught homophobia. </p><p>This is one of the potential ways they can use Will getting Tranced. El might go into his mind to save him, only to see his greatest nightmares, which would include Mike coldly rejecting him.</p><p>No matter how they go about it, though, I can&rsquo;t see El being given such a negative character trait as hating her gay brother.</p>
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Question: <p>The things is, in s4 we have a lot of shots focusing on Will looking at Mike when he doesn&rsquo;t notice where you can actually see he&rsquo;s longing for him. But we don&rsquo;t get the same from Mike. The camera never lingers on him looking at Will or things like that, and that would have been a good way to at least hint that yes, Mike is struggling with his feelings and that those feelings might be for Will. The only moments we have are those of their heart-to-hearts, especially the one in the bedroom where Mike tells Will to be a team. And even then, they make him say it that they&rsquo;re friends, best friends. It seems to me like they&rsquo;re spelling it out for us the way Mike only thinks of them as friends, combined with the fact that we never see Mike watching Will like I said above etc. So I can&rsquo;t help being pessimistic. On the other hand, Mike&rsquo;s arc heading towards the big i love you for El seems incredibly obvious too. Everyone in the audience thinks that&rsquo;s what&rsquo;s gonna happen (and I do too, unfortunately). And then I think: could have had Mike talk to Will about this, tell him something like: I don&rsquo;t know how to say it, I feel it but I can&rsquo;t express it, I&rsquo;m scared to say it because&hellip; But instead everything we have on what&rsquo;s going on in Mike&rsquo;s head is speculation. I haven&rsquo;t seen anyone be sure about what Mike feels or thinks, not even those that are sure Mike is going to tell El he loves her. Now, I wonder: is it bad writing? Is it bad acting? Is it bad direction? Because while we don&rsquo;t have shots of Mike watching Will, that scene where he says they&rsquo;re a team etc. looks like Mike is talking to someone he likes. Like, like. He looks away, then looks back, swallows, smiles. The way he smiles is&hellip; wow. And then he&rsquo;s all shy, and then the way he says &ldquo;cool&rdquo;. Am I seeing things? Am I going out of my mind??? (Sorry for the long ask, and thank you if you reply. Love your blog)</p>
Answer: <p>There&rsquo;s a difference between Mike and Will in this regard.</p><p>Will is pining. He&rsquo;s more aware of his feelings, and he longs for Mike to feel the same. He&rsquo;ll look when he thinks Mike won&rsquo;t notice.</p><p>Mike doesn&rsquo;t know, at least not fully and/or consciously. He&rsquo;s able to distract himself with El, too, throwing himself into that relationship. When he&rsquo;s alone with Will, though, yeah, we see tender looks. It&rsquo;s especially apparent when they have their many private conversations. Mike&rsquo;s body language and facial expressions are <i>very </i>different when he&rsquo;s talking to just Will.</p><p>Mike is much more genuinely happy when he&rsquo;s with Will, especially alone with Will, as opposed to the phony, showy happiness when he&rsquo;s with El, particularly when other people are around.</p><p>Finn&rsquo;s behavior in scenes with Mike and El isn&rsquo;t bad acting. If he was that bad, then he wouldn&rsquo;t be able to provide emotional scenes for when Mike is with Will. It could be a conscious choice on Finn&rsquo;s part, theoretically, but the directors would certainly pick up on it if fans did, and they&rsquo;d have him change it. Mike&rsquo;s behavior is exactly what it&rsquo;s supposed to be, and it&rsquo;s supposed to confuse fans. They want people to wonder what the hell Mike&rsquo;s problem is. They want us to notice that he seems to perk up with Will after El is gone. They want us to notice how disconnected he feels with El. Now, whether they expect us to know what to do with all of that, I&rsquo;m not sure. Most people are far too heteronormative to figure out what some of us already have, and that does give them a way out if they decide to keep Mike and El together. </p>
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Question: <p>I love byler but what do you make of that scene in season 3 where mike is with el in the supermarket and says he has to tell her something, that he never felt this way before and __ makes you crazy. what do you think he means? because later on in the finale when she says &ldquo;I love you too&rdquo; and kisses him he looks confused as if that&rsquo;s not what he meant. is it that he thought he was in &ldquo;love&rdquo; before then and then after was like oh no that&rsquo;s not it. not sure how to interpret all this. curious about your thoughts. thank you! </p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s a good question. By all logic, Mike should have been thrilled when El said she loved him. It was being built up like he was trying to say it to her first, but was just afraid to. El saying it, and him just standing there confused and disturbed, just makes no sense, doesn&rsquo;t it?</p><p>To me, it comes off as him desperately trying to re-establish their relationship without having to tell her he loves her. He tries to get her to &ldquo;get it&rdquo; with the whole &ldquo;blank makes you crazy&rdquo; thing. The fact that he wasn&rsquo;t happy, indeed he seemed stunned and upset (you can see him shake his head when she walks off), when she kissed him, comes off like he didn&rsquo;t get what he had hoped for. I think he just wants the relationship, but without the whole &ldquo;I love you&rdquo; thing. It became too real at that point. He&rsquo;s in too deep.</p><p>I think it hit him at that moment that a line had been crossed, and it didn&rsquo;t seem like it was a line he was happy to cross. He&rsquo;s now in a relationship devoid of emotional intimacy or a mutual connection, just like his parents.</p>
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Question: <p>i just watched the interview</p><p>he literally said... uh... nothing</p><p>how is a good thing? sorry not trying to rain on your parade, just a confused autistic bro here that always needs some extra explanation lol</p>
Answer: <p>If this is about the clip of Charlie responding to fan theories, then his silence speaks volumes. He pretty much says something in response to every other theory, but when faced with Will getting powers, he goes silent, hesitates, then moves on to the next theory.</p><p>That&rsquo;s suspicious, as he didn&rsquo;t seem to know how to respond to it. There wasn&rsquo;t any &ldquo;hey, that&rsquo;d be neat&rdquo; or &ldquo;where is this coming from?&rdquo; or &ldquo;I could see it.&rdquo; He just avoids responding altogether.</p><p>This isn&rsquo;t proof that Will has powers, but it does make it look like he could. If Charlie didn&rsquo;t know <i>something</i>, then he would have been able to give some sort of response.</p>
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Question: <p>/post/687580525897138176/if-byler-becomes-canon-do-you-think-theyll-write - El is my favourite character (Will being close second) and for some reason, I hope she ends up alone. I mean, being alone doesn't mean she's less of a person. I just want her to focus on becoming her own person instead of seeing herself via relationships, does it make sense?</p>
Answer: <p>That does make sense. This is actually the road I&rsquo;ve been hoping they&rsquo;d go with Steve, to be honest. He&rsquo;s defined himself through his relationships, so I&rsquo;ve wanted him to figure out that he has value in himself. They can do a similar thing with El, and I think it makes narrative sense. El seems to need to learn more about love itself, rather than what she saw on TV. </p><p>It doesn&rsquo;t need to be the end of her story, though. They can give her an arc where she learns about platonic, familial, and romantic love once she&rsquo;s fully reunited with her family and friends. Part of her insistence on loving Mike comes from the fact that she felt she needed him. I think once she realizes how much love she has, including Mike&rsquo;s platonic love, she&rsquo;ll be able to see things more clearly, possibly even realizing that her love for Mike wasn&rsquo;t what she thought it was, either.</p>
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Question: <p>I see people saying Will's powers would be more like Henry's and not so much like El's. What is the difference? I love your blog. Please never ever leave Tumblr.</p>
Answer: <p>Aw, thanks. All good things do eventually end, though.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not sure what people mean by that. El and Henry&rsquo;s powers seem very similar. In fact, all of the Lab kids seem to have powers similar to Henry&rsquo;s. That is likely intentional, as Henry said that Brenner decided to recreate him. The only power we really haven&rsquo;t seen from El is projecting illusions. It could be a matter of every kid having the same power set, but each having a different aptitude for each power. El just might not have much talent at that skill, if any at all.</p><p>I think people might just be jumping on the similarities between Will and Henry to say that Will would be his equal, or something along those lines. While I do think Will has powers, I don&rsquo;t expect him to suddenly be stronger than him or El. If he does play a role in defeating Vecna this season, and I think he will, it will be more a result of him catching Vecna off guard or him working together with El.</p>
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Question: <p>Bylers argue that the Duffers wouldn&rsquo;t write a whole dramatic crush arc for Will if it was just going to be one-sided, but haven&rsquo;t they already done that? Steve with Robin in Season 3 and Dustin with Max in Season 2? One of the main plot points the was Steve falling for Robin and then building up the confidence to confess his feelings, and Lucas and Dustin were both vying for Max. I don&rsquo;t want Will to be rejected by his childhood best friend, but one-sided love is pretty common in coming-of-age stories regardless of sexuality. How can we be sure that&rsquo;s not what&rsquo;s happening now? And with Robin, some of the things she said throughout the season gave Steve false hope his love would be reciprocated so some of Mike&rsquo;s confusing behavior could fall into that category potentially. And technically, if Byler becomes canon, that makes El&rsquo;s love for Mike a one-sided love as well. And it&rsquo;s not like she has another love interest lined up either. Either way, someone will be hurt. Thoughts?</p>
Answer: <p>You have to be careful with comparisons. It can be too easy to compare unlike things.</p><p>The Mike/Will dynamic can&rsquo;t be compared to Steve/Robin or Dustin/Max. Those two one-sided romances were all built up and resolved within a single season. With Mike and Will, though, there&rsquo;s been a slow development since season 1 that just hasn&rsquo;t been resolved. It&rsquo;s not one-sided on Will&rsquo;s part. Mike repeatedly gets emotional because of Will, and he can never seem to stay angry at him. He treats Will much differently than he treats anyone else, El included. Will&rsquo;s situation is more obvious, I suppose, because we&rsquo;ve been told more explicitly, but Mike&rsquo;s <i>behavior </i>is more romantically charged than Will&rsquo;s.</p><p>So, I present your question back to you: why would the Duffers spend four seasons showing Mike and Will&rsquo;s developing the way it has if it was going to be one-sided? </p><p>I don&rsquo;t know what they&rsquo;re doing with El, but her relationship with Mike has <i>never </i>been presented as good after they actually got together. It&rsquo;s not because it&rsquo;s a &ldquo;typical teen romance&rdquo; or whatever people try to claim. No, that&rsquo;s Max and Lucas&rsquo; issue, which they seem to be resolving. Mike and El are just forcing a relationship where there&rsquo;s no real love, like Mike&rsquo;s parents did. It makes more narrative sense, based on how they&rsquo;ve built it, if they realize that their love is not of the romantic sort. </p><p>However they go about resolving Mike and El&rsquo;s situation, it shouldn&rsquo;t involve El needing Mike&rsquo;s love. It would diminish her own personal growth, between Max telling her she needs to &ldquo;try things on&rdquo; and Brenner telling her she needs to accept all of who she is. If she just goes back to relying on Mike, all of that is undone. </p><p>People like to point out that &ldquo;why should Will&rsquo;s story revolve around Mike&rsquo;s love if El&rsquo;s doesn&rsquo;t?&rdquo;</p><p>Well, it&rsquo;s a matter of how things are set up. Both of their stories already revolve around Mike, though El at least has other elements, while Will doesn&rsquo;t (for now). El has more problems and does not act like herself when she&rsquo;s with Mike, and the same is true for Mike. Will is generally happier and more himself when he&rsquo;s with Mike, and the same is true for Mike. </p><p>It actually comes down to Mike himself. Mike isn&rsquo;t as happy with El as he wants everyone, including El, to think. It shows, though, and it has an affect on his relationship with her. His relationship with Will suffers, too, and not just because Will is jealous. Mike simply treats Will differently when he&rsquo;s with El, only to revert to &ldquo;real Mike&rdquo; when he&rsquo;s not trying to be El&rsquo;s boyfriend.</p><p>So, again, ask yourself why they&rsquo;re doing all of this if it&rsquo;s just to have Mike and El get back together? They might punt the resolution into season 5, but Mike and El are not happy together, and it&rsquo;d be unrealistic if they suddenly were.</p>
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Question: <p>If Byler becomes canon, do you think they&rsquo;ll write in a whole new love interest for El in Season 5 like they did for Dustin? </p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s quite a conundrum, isn&rsquo;t it? I don&rsquo;t want El getting some random, undeveloped love interest anymore than I want it for Will. It&rsquo;s a bit different for them than it was for Dustin, as Dustin&rsquo;s character development wasn&rsquo;t dominated by his attraction to Max for multiple seasons. </p><p>I still feel like El&rsquo;s story should be more about her figuring out who she is and what she wants. Romance can be a part of that, but I don&rsquo;t think it should be the primary part.</p><p>I honestly have trouble thinking of how they&rsquo;ll go forward with El&rsquo;s story, as they&rsquo;ve already pointed out how she struggles to fit in with regular life. </p>
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Question: <p>Do you think people will boycott the show/Netflix and/or send death threats when Byler goes canon? </p>
Answer: <p>I think people vastly overstate the negative reaction that Byler would bring.</p><p>At most, there&rsquo;d be a couple loonies who go to far, but most of the negative reaction will be people raging on social media.</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 687580152748785664
Date: 2022-06-20 12:18:52 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/687580152748785664
Slug: do-you-think-well-see-mr-clarke-in-s4-hes-my
Reblog key: yDkeLdlN
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Do you think we'll see Mr. Clarke in S4? He's my favorite.&#128557;</p>
Answer: <p>It doesn&rsquo;t look like it.</p>
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Question: <p>What are your thoughts on Netflix UK asking, "Who are you hoping will be endgame?" on instagram and posting a photo with pretty much every option other than Byler including "ships" that are literally impossible to be endgame like Chrissy and Eddie and Billy and Karen?</p>
Answer: <p>Netflix social media only exists to promote its shows. The people running those accounts have no insight into what is going to happen. The official Stranger Things accounts, maybe, but not the Netflix ones.</p>
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Question: <p>When El says in last trailer "my friends need me" does she mean hawkins group or california group?</p>
Answer: <p>I would assume she means the Hawkins group. Owens told her that it was her friends there who were in danger.</p><p>It&rsquo;s a nice Empire Strikes Back moment. Luke left Dagobah to save his friends despite Yoda&rsquo;s insistence that he finish his training.</p>
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Question: <p>Where is the, &ldquo;Let&rsquo;s start a new party, you and me,&rdquo; quote coming from? I keep hearing it float around as something potentially Byler related or at least something that will be in Volume 2, but I don&rsquo;t know where it comes from or if it is fake. </p>
Answer: <p>It was the caption for a StrangerWriters tweet a while back. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="534" data-orig-width="970"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fd7e5f14a6b08f1ea2eb73f665c3c434/f53dc1ed67906496-bc/s640x960/172cb5aef3d1cea0ce8a7d1a7709c35153758cd4.png" data-orig-height="534" data-orig-width="970"/></figure></div><p><a href="https://twitter.com/strangerwriters/status/1183876448395776000?t=sKErGrUIf4My-dNPETLWGg&amp;s=19">https://twitter.com/strangerwriters/status/1183876448395776000?t=sKErGrUIf4My-dNPETLWGg&amp;s=19</a></p><p>To be fair, we don&rsquo;t actually know it&rsquo;s a line from the show. We just sort of ran with it because it has so much potential.</p>
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Question: <p>Hiii ! (I love your account so much, I really like your way of thinking hihi)</p><p>A "simple" question but how do you think season 4 will end (for byler i mean)? Could you please develope your opinion, your certainties about them, maybe even clues to prove what you say perhaps? :)</p><p>After this new trailer I have the impression that many have lost hope, it&rsquo;s so sad :(( </p><p>Have a nice day ! &#10084;&#65039;</p><p>sorry for my bad english :((</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you so much for your ask and your kind words!!!!</p><p>It&rsquo;s so hard to talk about what I think will happen in Volume 2, because there&rsquo;s kind of a difference between what I want to see, what I think should happen, and what I actually expect to see. </p><p>That said&hellip;</p><h1>Season 4 Volume 2 Predictions</h1><p><b>Mike does say I love you to Eleven, BUT it&rsquo;s either platonic OR framed in a way that tells the audience he is lying. </b></p><p>We <i>are</i> leading up to an I love you. El needs to hear it, and it makes sense for Mike to say it platonically, or else to feel like he <i>has</i> to say it. I&rsquo;m hoping that, if he&rsquo;s meant to be lying or unsure, they make that <i>very </i>clear. I think it&rsquo;s possible that Eleven will challenge his <i>I love you</i> as well and which could directly or eventually lead into the next idea&hellip;</p><p><b>Eleven breaks up with Mike. </b></p><p>Eleven has spent the season regaining her powers and learning a lot about her past. She struggles with whether she&rsquo;s a monster or a superhero and needs to learn that she&rsquo;s somewhere in between. She&rsquo;s been lying to Mike to seem perfect. If she&rsquo;s really going to come to terms with who she is and &ldquo;stand on her own two feet&rdquo; as MBB said in a recent interview, I think she needs to break up with Mike. </p><p><b>Will doesn&rsquo;t directly confess his feelings with the painting, possibly because they are interrupted.</b></p><p>Listen, the painting obviously has romantic intentions, but the fact that he brought it to the airport intending to give it to Mike in front of everyone shows that it&rsquo;s not directly tied to a confession. I think Will will give Mike the painting, <i>or</i> Mike will open the painting while Will is elsewhere. Either way, I don&rsquo;t think the painting will be accompanied by a direct admission of Will&rsquo;s feelings. Because&hellip;</p><p><b>Mike expresses his feelings first.</b></p><p>I don&rsquo;t know if this is because of the painting or because of a life-or-death situation or in order to save Will or anything like that, but if they&rsquo;re going the route of requited Byler, I think it&rsquo;s important that Mike expresses his feelings first. Whether that&rsquo;s initiating a kiss or touch or actually saying how he feels, I don&rsquo;t know. </p><p>Related to this, I think we could see <b>an old letter from Mike to Will signed <i>Love, Mike</i>,</b> either from their year apart or found in the Upside Down from 1983.</p><p>And finally, <b>love will save the day.</b> </p><p>I don&rsquo;t know whether it will save Eleven or Will or both or everyone but that&rsquo;s a theme we&rsquo;ve already seen established. First with Max&rsquo;s memories saving her from Vecna, then with Eleven using memory of her mother&rsquo;s <i>I love you</i> to banish 001 to the Upside Down, and throughout the other seasons. </p><p>For Eleven, I hope she will realize the value of platonic and familial love through memories of Hop &amp; Joyce, the party, etc. For Will, I hope Mike will realize his feelings and save him. But again, what I want to see isn&rsquo;t necessarily what I expect to see.</p><p>[<a href="https://queerxqueen.tumblr.com/ask">send byler thoughts pls</a>]</p>
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Question: <p>Americans don't consider Sunday the last day of the week? Wut? &#128514;</p>
Answer: <p>Our calendar weeks start with Sunday and end on Saturday.</p>
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Question: <p>I'm laughing at the fact that the calendar poster is the Pizza Party. Why would fans want a poster if they're the least interesting, least shown, and least relevant plot? If this is real, their plot must be about to kick into high gear in a big way</p>
Answer: <p>Honestly, that was one of the things that had me investigating the legitimacy of the calendar. I had seen images, but no link, so I was wondering if it was fake. The month layout for January also caught my attention because it would have had to be 2022 in the American format (Sunday thru Saturday). </p><p>Now that I&rsquo;ve found it and noticed it&rsquo;s European (Monday thru Sunday), it makes sense. </p><p>Using the California storyline poster as a free bonus is indeed odd, given that it has the least amount of screen time. Maybe the posters are different, but that&rsquo;s just the one they used for the promo image? Like, maybe some people get that, some people get Hawkins, etc?</p>
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Question: <p>do you have any thoughts on the theory that 001 is actually El&rsquo;s father?</p>
Answer: <p>I think he could be, though not in the traditional sense. Henry said that Brenner decided to recreate him after he couldn&rsquo;t control him. It&rsquo;s possible that he artificially inseminated women, possibly with suspected latent powers of their own (like Terry Ives), with Peter&rsquo;s DNA. It&rsquo;s possible that any or all of the kids could technically be his children.</p>
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Question: <p>you probably won't answer this but I really like your posts, they always brighten my day, even when they're something I don't personally agree with. I'm not sure why. You always seems simultaneously enthusiastic and exhausted and I like it. </p>
Answer: <p>Thank you. That makes me feel good to read something like this. </p><p>&ldquo;You always seems simultaneously enthusiastic and exhausted and I like it.&rdquo;</p><p>That&rsquo;s pretty much how I view adulthood at my age, more or less.</p>
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Question: <p>About the &ldquo;intention&rdquo; behind everything and the duffers saying that we&rsquo;re supposed to be &ldquo;asking those questions&rdquo; when asked about Will&rsquo;s sexuality (and I think in general since they used a plural?), at this point, can we assume they intend us to question if Mike loves El, and also if he feels something for Will? Because it we are indeed supposed to ask ourselves this, and in the end Mike doesn&rsquo;t reciprocate Will&rsquo;s feelings, then it&rsquo;s blatant baiting. </p>
Answer: <p>If they don&rsquo;t want us to question Mike and El&rsquo;s relationship, then I don&rsquo;t know why they keep showing them repeatedly having issues pertaining to emotional intimacy. I don&rsquo;t know why they showed them being purely physical in season 3, though Mike would do things like take El&rsquo;s hands off his face. I don&rsquo;t know why they have Mike put on a show with exaggerated phoniness, like having to go home for &ldquo;curfew&rdquo; in season 3 or his entire airport performance. I don&rsquo;t know why they go to lengths to show him unable to reciprocate El&rsquo;s love. If it all leads to Mike suddenly revealing he does love her, but was just unable to show it, then it seems like an awfully contrived storyline designed to stretch out artificial drama.</p><p>If they don&rsquo;t want us to question Mike&rsquo;s feelings for Will, then, again, I question what they&rsquo;ve done. I don&rsquo;t know why they&rsquo;ve repeatedly shown Mike treating Will differently from the rest of his friends. I don&rsquo;t know why Mike keeps creating distance between himself and Will, only to look sad and try to fix things when Will gets upset. I don&rsquo;t know why they keep showing him and Will being so in sync that they can say things without saying them. I don&rsquo;t know why Mike is always paying attention to him, even when he&rsquo;s trying to look like he isn&rsquo;t. I don&rsquo;t know why Will talking about it being hard to tell someone you care about a painful truth when the conversation was about him not saying &ldquo;that thing&rdquo; to El. </p><p>It&rsquo;s an awful lot of &ldquo;coincidences&rdquo; for us to &ldquo;read too deeply into&rdquo; at this point, no? They had their chance to nip this in the bud for two straight seasons now, but they continue to build it, instead. If we&rsquo;re reading too much into it, then it&rsquo;s only because Will is, too, and what a horribly cruel story that would be.</p>
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Question: <p>Hmm, what do you think about this? It's not impossible but at the same time, it reads a bit "fanfiction-y" for me: twitter(.)com/marvelonmolly/status/1537803822923653120 (this as well: twitter(.)com/marvelonmolly/status/1537659518020362241)</p>
Answer: <p>This again? Why don&rsquo;t these things die?</p><p>That &ldquo;script&rdquo; is so freshly printed that the ink is smeared where the highlighter was used.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think we might get Will explicitly saying that he loves Mike, maybe to Jonathan? Like, clearly saying &ldquo;I love him&rdquo;?</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t know if it would be <i>that </i>explicit. Regardless of whether Jonathan already knows (and he probably does), it would still be an uncomfortable topic for Will to talk about so plainly. </p><p>I think such a moment would be a good time to showcase the Byers brotherly bond. Will could be struggling to say it, only for Jonathan to pull him into a hug with &ldquo;It&rsquo;s ok, Will. I know. It&rsquo;s ok. Want me to kick his ass for you?&rdquo;</p><p>A more explicit moment would probably come later. Maybe with the painting, maybe not, but it feels like they&rsquo;re not quite done dangling this in front of us just yet.</p>
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Question: <p>Hey, about the scene where Mike and Will fight and Mike tells him how he&rsquo;s been mopey all day etc., do you think the writers meant for us watchers to realize that, despite him seemingly ignoring Will, he was actually paying attention to him the whole time? Do you think it was intentional?</p>
Answer: <p>They keep telling us that everything is intentional. I think Shawn Levy (correct me if I&rsquo;m wrong) has told us that if we&rsquo;re noticing little details, then it&rsquo;s because we were meant to.</p><p>It&rsquo;s either true, or it isn&rsquo;t. There shouldn&rsquo;t be any in-between where it&rsquo;s like &ldquo;Oh, you were meant to notice this, but that was an accident.&rdquo;</p><p>The fact that Mike ignores Will, but apparently has been paying attention to him the entire day, is such a contradiction that it stands out. Mike could have instead just mentioned Will being quiet and standoffish, but, instead, he pointed out specific details, like eye rolling, that he only would have noticed if he was paying attention.</p><p>If we&rsquo;re meant to notice little things, then it would stand to reason that they&rsquo;re careful about which little things they&rsquo;re leaving for us to see.</p>
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Question: <p>Millie fans on twitter are hating on Noah and his character just cos he is getting appreciated lately for his acting and wholesome personality and looks :/  twitter(.)com/eIsbangs/status/1537953770188836871  twitter(.)com/elhopz/status/1537941602429063169   twitter(.)com/retroceans/status/1537941805202739210</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;d argue that these people aren&rsquo;t Millie fans. They&rsquo;re maybe fans of who they like to imagine she is.</p><p>I&rsquo;m to understand that Millie and Noah are very close. I highly doubt she&rsquo;d be happy if she knew people were being mean to him. True fans of hers wouldn&rsquo;t do something like that.</p>
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Question: <p>https://mobile.twitter.com/janehopz/status/1537980825337143297/photo/4</p><p>The girl on the left looks like El to me but her hair is now buzzed. Any theories? </p>
Answer: <p>Looks like it&rsquo;s from one of those Stranger Things Experience things. It&rsquo;s just a fun little noncanon fan thing, sort of like an amusement park attraction.</p>
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Question: <p>hey i just wanted to say that the way mike acts around will in s4 is exactly the way i acted around my crush right before i confessed to her. trying to "act chill" and putting physical distance, basically trying to avoid contact so that she wouldnt be suspicious if i accidentally got "too close". but in 1 on 1 conversations i let my guard down and i see mike doing exactly. the. same. thing. acting all distant to hide feelings even tho this behavior actually seems more weird. basically having a crush on ur friend is scary bc u dont wanna ruin anything. and i think mike is in a similar situation (gay and stupidly in love)</p>
Answer: <p>okay first of all, <b>thank you so much for sharing your experience and sending this ask!</b> it&rsquo;s such a valid queer experience and the fact that so many of us are seeing ourselves in this <i>has</i> to mean something. </p><p>Your ask is actually giving me a good reason to bring up something from the <a href="https://href.li/?https://www.goldderby.com/feature/millie-bobby-brown-stranger-things-video-interview-1204988480/">new Millie Bobby Brown interview</a> today.</p><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p><i>&ldquo;This show hides so many metaphorical things, each character is different ages, different races, different religions, different backgrounds. </i><i><b>And what I think is important about this show, this season specifically, is that you will find yourself in all of the characters and all of the stories. </b></i><i>Not only am I the character who&rsquo;s going through bullying and self-identity and separation from male influences in her life, you can go to another scene and find yourself in a different situation with a different character.&rdquo;</i></p></blockquote><p>When I was listening to this, I couldn&rsquo;t help but think of the fact that so many queer people see themselves in Mike and Will specifically, and with the emphasis on non-conformity this season, I have to hope that they&rsquo;re not doing this just to break our hearts. </p><p>anyways mike is super in love with will and thank you for sharing &lt;3</p>
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Question: <p>An ask in regard to Vecna and Vecnafication, do you think Vecna is unable to feel empathy and love or do you think he chooses not to feel them.</p>
Answer: <p>You don&rsquo;t really choose to feel things. You can choose to ignore your feelings, but you either have them or you don&rsquo;t.</p><p>Even at a young age, Henry didn&rsquo;t seem to have empathy. He didn&rsquo;t smile, and he saw other people, even his own family, as if they were pests. The only time you ever see him smile is when he&rsquo;s trying to manipulate El. </p><p>He did seem somewhat disturbed when 002 was being shocked, but we don&rsquo;t really know why. Based on his lack of empathy, I&rsquo;d say he was remembering his own punishments. That, or maybe he did hold the other Lab kids as something not quite equal, but maybe close, to himself. </p><p>This doesn&rsquo;t mean he takes pleasure in what he&rsquo;s doing to his victims. He may even see it as doing them a favor, if only because he sees human life as something of a curse. With the similarities between him and Will, this is probably their main difference. It&rsquo;s like with El. His appeal to her didn&rsquo;t work because she does have empathy, and, if he tries, it won&rsquo;t work with Will, either.</p>
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Question: <p>sorry but why do you need to take every theory someone presents you with and turn it into Byler? you could give your opinion on it without comparing it to the ship</p>
Answer: <p>One can only be called delusional for so long. The fact that people believe stuff like this, but not Byler, is very frustrating.</p><p>Eddie is the Mindflayer. Vecna likes Nancy. </p><p>I resent being called stupid when stuff like this is going around.</p>
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Question: <p>More than one tiktokker posted about seeing the ep descriptions, one of them confirmed that the episodes weren't actually able to play, it was just the thumbnails and descriptions. That's happened to me a few times so I believe it tbh </p>
Answer: <p>The episode titles were already known, and the descriptions didn&rsquo;t even really tell us anything new, either. I don&rsquo;t see the real scoop here if that&rsquo;s all it was.</p>
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Question: <p>Thoughts on the theory that Eddie is secretly the Mind Flayer in human form?</p>
Answer: <p>Again, people would rather believe something like this than Byler being mutual.</p><p>If the Mindflayer was Eddie, then why would he be running scared?</p>
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Question: <p>i'm not making it up look at this <a href="https://twitter.com/swiftlynatalia/status/1537905471096377344?s=20&amp;t=YiZwXUAerfZ8_KeotMZ63g">tweet</a>. vecna might like Nancy</p>
Answer: <p>Forget Mike and El magically working out their relationship problems. This would be the single worst thing to happen on this show.</p><p>I can&rsquo;t believe people would sooner believe this than Mike liking Will back.</p>
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Question: <p>do you believe the theory that vecna has a crush on nancy that's why he is revealing to her his past memories?</p>
Answer: <div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="330" data-orig-width="440"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/06f825f10f5c7052a0938e0c55b6d18a/f79261c2dc576947-dd/s640x960/8d0f596c99807841fb7d2ec947a2ffc6b06234fa.gif" data-orig-height="330" data-orig-width="440"/></figure></div>
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Question: <p>Amybeth was on the FYC list for Emmy nominations so she must be in more than just that one scene as Vickie, she only had like one line. Grace would have made much more sense as a guest actress FYC if that was Vickie's only scene.</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t really know how Emmy submissions work, but you have a point. Her role in episode 1 was extremely small, so it wouldn&rsquo;t really be worth even looking at for a nomination. Perhaps something more does happen. Someone suggested to me that it could be part of a vision for Robin, which could be interesting. </p><p>Maybe Vickie brutally rejects her in a sort of Trance? That&rsquo;s what Robin seems to be afraid of, flirting with the wrong girl.</p>
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Question: <p>Even if the tiktoker who provided the video has the access to volume 2 i don&rsquo;t think he can spread informations that would be illegal (?)</p>
Answer: <p>Eh, theoretically speaking, if it was made available to watch, one can hardly put the blame on the consumer. That doesn&rsquo;t mean I believe any of it.</p>
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Question: <p>apologies if you've already answered this but, since it's clear by now Joyce and Hopper will eventually get together, Hopper will now be a father figure for the Byers kids. How do you think Hopper will respond to Will being gay? and overall being a parent to two sons?</p>
Answer: <p>I honestly feel like that&rsquo;s where the show title comes in. Yeah, it&rsquo;s the 80s, and it&rsquo;s a conservative town, but, after everything they&rsquo;ve been through, I think Hopper, and everyone else, will just figure &ldquo;Well, stranger things have happened.&rdquo; </p><p>He&rsquo;ll just be happy that things are finally better and everyone is happy.</p>
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Question: <p>Hello! I've seen some posts about leaked scene where Mike apparently confesses his love to Eleven? As far as I know, there was a teaser released yesterday during NBA game? Have I missed something and there indeed is a leaked scene with the Cali gang? I'd appreciate your help, as I'm quite confused since I didn't see anything. Thanks!</p>
Answer: <p>It has nothing to do with the teaser that aired last night. There was just a scene in the teaser that freaked a lot of us out because we had already heard about that leak.</p><p>This leak has been going around for a little while now, and now there&rsquo;s apparently another leak that may be piggybacking on it with &ldquo;new&rdquo; information.</p><p>Always take any &ldquo;leaks&rdquo; with a grain of salt.</p>
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Question: <p>So Will has powers confirmed? &#129321;&#127881;&#129327;</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;d hardly call it a confirmation, but it&rsquo;s interesting that Charlie avoided responding to that particular theory.</p>
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Question: <p>I don't trust the leaks, but if that leak about Mike's saying El that he loves her <i>while looking at Will</i>... is just weird. I mean maybe  it is just me but it is bad for both Mike, Will and El' s characters... It also is said that it kinda ends in a 'cliffhanger' or 'ambiguous' way so I don't know what do think . </p>
Answer: <p>You guys know how I feel about leaks around here.</p><p>Besides, Mike saying he loves El, but then giving looks to Will, really makes him look like an asshole who is leading them both on.</p>
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Question: <p>About the interview with Charlie Heaton reacting weirdly when asked if Will has powers in season 4. I can guarantee you it's not cut or edited, just zoomed in on his face. It's his genuine reaction. </p>
Answer: <p>Interesting.</p>
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Question: <p>About the interview with Charlie Heaton reacting weirdly when asked if Will has powers in season 4. I can guarantee you it's not cut or edited, just zoomed in on his face. It's his genuine reaction. </p>
Answer: <p>Interesting.</p>
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Question: <p>About the interview with Charlie Heaton reacting weirdly when asked if Will has powers in season 4. I can guarantee you it's not cut or edited, just zoomed in on his face. It's his genuine reaction. </p>
Answer: <p>Interesting.</p>
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Question: <p>not byler related but thoughts on bisexual steve and steddie? </p>
Answer: <p>Fanon it all you want, but I don&rsquo;t see any textual or subtextual evidence for it. </p><p>Eddie is anti-conformist enough that he might be open to the experience, though, and knowing Robin might have Steve a little bit curious. Still, none of that is backed up by anything on the show.</p>
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Question: <p>TikTok says Will gets tranced!</p>
Answer: <p>Is there a reason I should be trusting TikTok? </p>
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Question: <p>Have you heard about the TikTokers who are claiming to have accidentally gotten early access to Volume 2 in London?</p>
Answer: <p>And I&rsquo;m sure there&rsquo;s somehow no plot info spreading around that we didn&rsquo;t already hear before, right?</p>
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Question: <p>Hi, i could be totally wrong but i think the second person hugging Will is actually Eleven.</p><p>Short brown hair.</p><p>About same height.</p><p>The shirt.</p><p>The white (?) Pants</p>
Answer: <p>Sorry, but I think people are jumping at shadows here. That&rsquo;s still Jonathan.</p><p>Now, whether that&rsquo;s really Jonathan, or part of an illusion, I have no idea. </p><p>El would be wearing the clothes she wore to the jail, which included a flannel on top of a long sleeved shirt, when they find her. It can&rsquo;t be her.</p>
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Question: <p>I get why people are apprehensive about Byler becoming canon, but why would Mike act weird around Will if it wasn't something important? The left on good terms in S3, and I don't think his actions truly match that of someone who's just feeling awkward because they haven't talked in a while. I'd get it if Mike noticed Will's feelings but Finn said Mike is pretty clueless about Will's feelings for him.</p>
Answer: <blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>Plus also:<br/><i>The behavior could be explained by saying that Mike knows about Will&rsquo;s feelings for him and is awkward about it, except that Finn himself said in an interview that Mike is pretty clueless, so what other reason does he have to act that way? He was fine with Will at the end of S3, they were on good terms. What happened in between S3-S4? Like it won&rsquo;t make literary sense if it&rsquo;s not about Mike figuring something about himself that he doesn&rsquo;t want to acknowledge. 🤔</i><br/><br/>And also:<br/><i>It&rsquo;s just if Byler isn&rsquo;t reciporated, why is Mike acting so weird with Will? Mike awkwardly hugging Will, asking about the painting and being cold about it, reiterating that they&rsquo;re friends over and over, the glance Mike does when his and Will&rsquo;s arms are about to brush and pulling away, Mike triple glancing at Will, Mike nodding at Will saying &lsquo;Because what if… what if they don&rsquo;t like the truth?&rsquo;</i></p></blockquote><p>Yeah, no, Mike&rsquo;s behavior is what pushed me over the edge of going full Byler truther, because it just doesn&rsquo;t make sense unless he either has feelings for Will or if he knows about Will and is freaked out by his feelings or is being homophobic. And y'all know I don&rsquo;t think it&rsquo;s the latter option, and Finn&rsquo;s confirmed that Mike is clueless about Will&rsquo;s feelings. </p><p>There <i>has</i> to be some deeper reason for his actions toward Will this season that somehow connects to his actions with Eleven. And the only thing that makes sense with what we know is his feelings for Will.</p><p>The idea that they&rsquo;ve just grown apart is so boring, uninspired, and lazy in terms of writing that I just don&rsquo;t believe that&rsquo;s it. </p>
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Question: <p>If that scene is a Will and Vecna situation it would honestly be kind of funny because none of the cali gang knows who Vecna is and Will would just be like &ldquo;&hellip; wtf??&rdquo; Unless they somehow found out what was going on by then of course lol</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t think Will would know who he is, but his Upside Down Sense might tip him off that something isn&rsquo;t quite right. He just might not notice at first if Vecna strikes when Will is already particularly upset and vulnerable.</p>
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Question: <p>could the scene where jonathan and will are hugging be about argyle ? maybe something happened to him and will is trying to comfort his brother ? </p>
Answer: <p>I mean, Argyle makes it to Hawkins with them, though.</p><p>I&rsquo;m wondering now if that might be the moment Will&rsquo;s &ldquo;Upside Down&rdquo; sense triggers, and he&rsquo;s just terrified as his trauma is brought to the surface yet again. It would make sense for that to happen if El makes contact with Vecna. </p><p>Will would run out of the room, and Jonathan would naturally follow him. Mike probably would stay with El if she was still doing her thing, even if he knew something was up.</p>
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Question: <p>nooo i know!! but i just wanna know which one of them was the most powerful character &#128563;</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, Ken&rsquo;s powers weren&rsquo;t powerful in the traditional sense. He just had very strong ESP-like abilities. It actually reminds me of how Joyce just always seems to know what&rsquo;s going on, no matter how crazy it sounds. It&rsquo;s not to discount the strength of his powers, but it&rsquo;s hard to compare to, say, the more offensive-oriented powers that El or Henry have, or even the illusion powers of Kali.</p>
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Question: <p>ah since u read suspicious minds. ken was the strongest of their 'class'? i&rsquo;m actually so curious about all these characters now. </p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s a pretty good read, but now we know that the novels and comics are all non-canon. I highly doubt any of the characters will come into play in the show itself.</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;ve heard the Vicki will have more screen time in volume 2. Because it really doesn&rsquo;t make sense for her to have a five second screen time but introduce the character as someone with a prominent role.</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s possible, but I saw that she was listed as a guest role, which does fit with her very limited appearance in a single episode. </p>
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Question: <p>I really don&rsquo;t understand why you are basing Will&rsquo;s happiness on whether or not he gets with Mike. It&rsquo;s funny because you say El shouldn&rsquo;t base her whole feelings around Mike but insist Will should. Will can be a gay character in his own right and explored his own way, without Mike there. It seems like Mike simply exists for him to be shipped around with everyone</p>
Answer: <p>&ldquo;Will can be a gay character in his own right and explored his own way, without Mike there.&rdquo;</p><p>Except that&rsquo;s not how they&rsquo;ve presented it. They&rsquo;ve spent the entire show now building up that Will specifically has feelings for Mike. They haven&rsquo;t shown him being interested in anyone else. Otherwise, yes, they could have had his being gay explored outside of Mike. The Duffers chose to do this, so now they need to make sure they do it right.</p><p>To have Will get rejected and either end up heartbroken or magically getting over Mike and moving on would be anticlimactic after this slow build. I mean, whoever heard of a slowburn rejection?</p><p>El, on the other hand, has a much deeper characterization. Not only have they spent a lot of time dealing with her past, but she&rsquo;s also much more intricately interwoven into the plot itself. She&rsquo;s gained a family, friends, and a father (who she is eventually going to find out is still alive. She&rsquo;s learning who she is as a person, rather than a weapon or tool. Her story isn&rsquo;t defined by Mike, and it shouldn&rsquo;t be.</p><p>Barring a sudden reveal (I hope), Will&rsquo;s remaining significance deals entirely with his feelings for Mike. It&rsquo;s not unfair to want that to end well for him. </p><p>This isn&rsquo;t a fair comparison, and I wish people would understand that.</p>
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Question: <p>Why do we think that this scene has something to do with Byler/Will being gay?? To me it can be about Joyce. They'll obviously try to reach her, and maybe they learned something and they think she's in danger or that she died or something. </p>
Answer: <p>While it&rsquo;s theoretically possible they El attempts to locate Joyce, I&rsquo;m not sure how it could lead to Will and Jonathan having an emotional moment together. They could fail to find her or learn she&rsquo;s in danger, but I&rsquo;d imagine El would also be broken up about it and be with them. Mike would surely also want to comfort them. Also, if El locates Joyce, then she&rsquo;d also know Hopper is alive, leading to even more of an emotional moment.</p><p>I can&rsquo;t see them learning anything about Joyce through more conventional means. I mean, I can see them trying to reach her while El is doing her thing, but she went to Russia. Unless there&rsquo;s a flight log showing she was on Yuri&rsquo;s plane <b>and</b> that it went down in Russia, there&rsquo;s no way they&rsquo;d have a reason to believe anything happened. I suppose it&rsquo;s possible, though, and it could set up why they end up cleaning up Hopper&rsquo;s cabin. I just don&rsquo;t know who&rsquo;d they&rsquo;d call to get that information. Again, though, why aren&rsquo;t Mike and El with them at that moment? El, at the very least, would want to know her stepmother is missing and presumed dead.</p>
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Question: <p>I don&rsquo;t want to be impolite, but I&rsquo;m a little&hellip; upset? about your answer where you said you don&rsquo;t know where Robin&rsquo;s sexuality arc is going. I don&rsquo;t think her arc <i>is</i> (overtly) about her sexuality. Part of it is about finding friends and being able to be openly and comfortably herself, but it isn&rsquo;t actively about her being a lesbian. I feel like too much emphasis is put upon the &lsquo;sex&rsquo; part of sexuality and there&rsquo;s this sense of <i>having</i> to have a love interest to make a queer person&rsquo;s story actually queer. Due to the nature of the story, Will&rsquo;s journey is definitely about his feelings and being gay, but Robin&rsquo;s is more about finding herself a place where she belongs, which I think the show is doing a good job of. As a queer person myself, I enjoy seeing a story about a queer person that isn&rsquo;t just about them finding true love. </p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s all fine and good, but they still introduced a &ldquo;love interest&rdquo; for her who disappeared after the first episode. That&rsquo;s what I meant when I said I don&rsquo;t know where they&rsquo;re going with it. Why even bring it up if there&rsquo;s no resolution? Vickie could have just been some faceless girl like Tammy (until this season) or the myriad ladies that Steve has apparently been dating. They chose to make Robin&rsquo;s relationship difficulty part of her arc. I mean, valid, a lesbian couldn&rsquo;t just walk up to any old girl and flirt with her back then, but it still goes nowhere. Unless they plan to do something about it in the next two episodes, it strikes me as pointless.</p><p>Robin shouldn&rsquo;t be defined by her sexuality anymore than Will should be. It&rsquo;s the Duffers who keep bringing it up, only to do nothing with it. That&rsquo;s what I have a problem with. If there&rsquo;s a long-term plan, then fine, but it all seemed to end awfully abruptly except for Robin lamenting that she and Steve have opposite problems.</p>
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Question: <p>I hope I'm not being too nosey or inconsiderate but why are you mad that the Duffers lie to us? Other directors or producers do it too. Even some studios. Look at Marvel. They literally give us fake trailer parts. It's for the sake of not revealing plot twists and whatnot. So shouldn't we be focusing on the high probability of a major plot twist? I obviously don't know your reasons and I'm sorry in case I upset you. I promise I didn't mean to.</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t consider a lie to be a twist. A misdirect through very careful wording, sure, but not an outright lie. Yeah, if asked a direct question, a director/producer/actor may need to lie to protect a twist, but that&rsquo;s not what happened here. The Duffers (or people who work for them) gave us an entire character bio on &ldquo;Peter Ballard&rdquo; unprovoked that was an entire lie. It wasn&rsquo;t a case of eagle-eyed fans noticing something and them lying to try to protect the story. It started with them. They could have told us anything about that character and just been vague about it.</p><p>With the potential lie about Will&rsquo;s birthday, I suppose it&rsquo;s different. They were asked about it, so I can forgive the lie if it does end up indeed being the case that they just had to make something up in the moment. If anything, I think they went so overboard with the response to that question that they may have made it too obvious, but maybe that&rsquo;s just me.</p><p>Anyway, to me there&rsquo;s just a difference between misdirection and outright lying. </p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;ve read lots of people, on tumblr as well, saying &ldquo;please guys don&rsquo;t be mad at the writers if byler isn&rsquo;t canon&rdquo; and hell, I AM going to be mad. I have every damn right to be. They didn&rsquo;t need to drag Will&rsquo;s feelings into this. His sexuality could have been explored in dozens of different ways. As a queer person myself, I am mad they still can&rsquo;t tell our stories in a good way. How exactly am I supposed to enjoy it and not get angry? They created this mess. They could have avoided it. It&rsquo;s 2022.</p>
Answer: <p>I agree. This isn&rsquo;t some brand new development that they can nip in the bud. They&rsquo;ve been building up to this for four seasons now. Bringing Will&rsquo;s sexuality into this, only for it to end with him being devastated, would be unnecessary and cruel. If you&rsquo;re going to make a character suffer like this, then I think there should be a light at the end of the tunnel for them. </p><p>Having him end up sad, or magically having him get over it in far less time than they spent building it up, serves more to build sympathy with a straight audience than a connection with a LGBT audience. It&rsquo;s especially heinous if they do the bulk of the marketing for it during Pride, only for it to be &ldquo;oh, poor Will&rdquo; in the end. We want to see hope, not tragedy.</p><p>Fortunately, we&rsquo;re not done, yet. We&rsquo;ll see where this wild ride takes us.</p>
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Question: <p>Why do you Owens said El can never see her family and friends again if Nina failed?</p>
Answer: <p>I think he was being dramatic and trying to say that without her powers everyone will die.</p>
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Question: <p>why don&rsquo;t you think the scene with jonathan could just simply be a comjng out scene, and will is crying out of relief? it might have nothing to do with mike honestly, though i can see why we all think so; i just can&rsquo;t see will having a breakdown over an i love you when he already assumes mike does love el</p>
Answer: <p>Because why would they have Will randomly coming out? Something has to lead into the situation. I don&rsquo;t see either one of them just bringing it up while El is in the salt water tub.</p><p>I think Will saw a shift in things after they talked in his room right before the shootout. That&rsquo;s why he suddenly decided to bring the painting with him. I&rsquo;ve had those &ldquo;well&hellip;maybe?&rdquo; moments when I was growing up. It could also just be a matter of Mike going back to clinging to El and ignoring Will once they find out. If that&rsquo;s the case, hearing Mike say he loves her would just be twisting the knife.</p>
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Question: <p>I don&rsquo;t think there&rsquo;s been a scene showing Mike or Nancy telling their parents about El, or that Mike even has a girlfriend. Right? So what if Ted Wheeler was joking in the first episode when he said &ldquo;sweetie pie&rdquo;, insinuating that Will is his sweetie. Like he&rsquo;s saying that&rsquo;s how it looks, if he&rsquo;s flying out to spend the whole week with Will (sounds romantic). I don&rsquo;t know. The Duffers seem to enjoy keeping every little thing a mystery to keep us guessing.</p>
Answer: <p>I did jokingly suggest that Ted&rsquo;s saying &ldquo;sweetie pie&rdquo; instead of &ldquo;girlfriend&rdquo; was there to tease that he thinks he&rsquo;s going there to see Will. It just came off a bit too ambiguous.</p><p>I&rsquo;m sure they know about El, though. I can&rsquo;t imagine what cover story they used to explain her existence, though. In California, sure, they can claim El is a stepsibling, as nobody there knew Hopper. In Hawkins, though, people would be surprised to find out Hopper had a daughter. Those who knew him that well know about Sarah and that she died. </p><p>I&rsquo;ll admit, though, I&rsquo;d laugh my ass off if Ted was under the impression that Mike was dating Will this entire time. His blasé response to it would actually fit his character more than him being this homophobic asshole like some people seem to think. Ted is conservative, but he&rsquo;d probably just take it with his usual &ldquo;sigh, well, whatever, back to my breakfast.&rdquo;</p>
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Question: <p>I hope you don't find this rude, but is there a reason why you think gay kids won't see Robin as good representation? It just seems like a lot of the fandom brushes her existence under the rug.</p>
Answer: <p>I wasn&rsquo;t aware of this even being a thing, really.</p><p>The only justification I could see for Robin not being seen as good representation is that it was apparently an afterthought. If we&rsquo;re to trust what Maya has said, the Duffers planned for Robin to legit be Steve&rsquo;s love interest until she convinced them that Robin should be into girls, instead. I&rsquo;m not sure I totally believe that, but it&rsquo;s what we have to believe, at least for now. </p><p>In contrast, Will was always seen as being gay, and we&rsquo;ve gotten to see his journey play out over four seasons now. That&rsquo;s better representation than a sudden reveal that had no build up. Yeah, we&rsquo;re getting some retroactive buildup for Robin now, but it&rsquo;s still relatively light. I feel like her story is doing more to make Steve look good (by being a supportive ally) than it does for her. We don&rsquo;t even have any reason to believe her crush on Vickie is even going anywhere. That&rsquo;s the sort of pandering, token representation that doesn&rsquo;t actually do anything for anyone.</p><p>Robin is a great character, who I don&rsquo;t feel should be swept under the rug, but I&rsquo;m not sure what they&rsquo;re trying to do with her sexuality arc. </p>
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Question: <p>I do have to ask, does the fandom want Will to be tranced because that'll give him a more prominent role in the final two episodes or do they want it because they think that Mike will be the one that gets him out of it? </p>
Answer: <p>I can&rsquo;t speak for everyone, but I want to see it for two reasons.</p><p>First, it makes Will an important character again. He&rsquo;s been shoved so far into the background lately that the only character trait he has is the sad pining gay teen.</p><p>Second, it&rsquo;s a good way to explore his hidden feelings. Will has always been one to keep things to himself. He sees himself and his problems as a burden to those around him. This is why he was always so hesitant to reveal his experiences with the Mindflayer and the fact that he could sense it (in season 3). Vecna trancing him would allow us to actually see what exactly Will has been going through.</p><p>Mike being the one to break him out of the Trance is more of a shipping wishlist item. It does fit into the established canon, though, as it would be analogous to when Mike would pull Will out of his trances in season 2.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think there is a chance that Jonathan dies ? He is one of my favorites so I hope not </p>
Answer: <p>I think there&rsquo;s a chance anyone could die. I love Jonathan, but it&rsquo;s not unusual for someone in a protective, mentor-type role to die to force the young hero to rise to the occasion. </p><p>That would be a horribly tragic moment for a family that has already gone through so much, though. Just imagine Joyce coming home and finding out he was dead. She&rsquo;s had to lean on him so much despite him still being a child himself. Her guilt would be immense.</p>
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Question: <p>It's interesting that Venry seems pretty disturbed when 002 is punished. It's kinda out of character for cold blooded psychopath he is.</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, I recently rewatched that but and noticed that. It does conflict quite a bit with his sociopathic characteristics. It&rsquo;s possible that he sees the other kids as being more like himself, allowing him to feel for them to a degree. He also may have been reminded of his own treatment under Brenner.</p><p>Regardless, none of this prevented him from slaughtering the other kids. Even if he rationalized it as him keeping them with him in his mind, he still caused them tremendous suffering and took their lives. It also makes his offer to El even more suspect. It didn&rsquo;t seem like he offered to let them join him. </p><p>Here&rsquo;s hoping they don&rsquo;t try to make him sympathetic after everything he did.</p>
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Question: <p>I actually do think Will coming out to Jonathan would work in that scene. He comes out, and it's actually Vecna. He could use Will hiding it from Mike against him, or maybe even something like him being a freak. Vecna could try and make him feel bad about it.</p>
Answer: <p>Jesus, the gut punch that would be. I could see it, but it&rsquo;d make an already painful Trance even worse if it started with Will thinking he was being comforted by Jonathan.</p><p>How would they save Will, though? They wouldn&rsquo;t know to use music. </p>
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Question: <p>if the only big will scene is that emotional cry scene i&rsquo;ll be incredibly disappointed. him being gay is important to his character yes but i want him to do More. im tired of him just being sad and having terrible things happen to him that get brushed over. </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m hoping that I&rsquo;m wrong and we&rsquo;re all just overreacting to this trailer. These things are made to be misdirecting, after all. However, if they really do reduce Will to just being a &ldquo;realistic&rdquo; depiction of an 80s gay teen by making him get rejected and be sad, then I will be pissed.</p>
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Question: <p>What if tht scene of the byers hugging is will sobbing to jonathan about how he never got to tell mike how he felt bc something happened to mike??? &#128552;&#128552;</p>
Answer: <p>Mike is fine. You can see him in the background through the kitchen window. He&rsquo;s presumably looking at El.</p>
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Question: <p>LOOK LOOK LOOK https://twitter.com/lumaxiuvr/status/1537613313021968386?s=21&amp;t=DxPcnQntni1zYQh7_EV28Q</p>
Answer: <p>My big takeaway from this is what looks to be Will coming out to Jonathan.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="361" data-orig-width="610"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/015b5a734ac21e98958caf54635f08f5/6afb134f48dcf446-5d/s640x960/50be27cd91184f7ec1c30304145f977c3ee98e0e.jpg" data-orig-height="361" data-orig-width="610"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="535" data-orig-width="992"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2efd992f5c68e69bd0d6749d09907250/6afb134f48dcf446-bb/s640x960/c88a1a5d64068b3084ead53c7fe484f83f74d959.jpg" data-orig-height="535" data-orig-width="992"/></figure></div><p>The question is, what leads into it?</p><p>I&rsquo;m wondering if Mike does indeed tell El he loves her (as illogical as that is), and Will overhears it and just breaks.</p>
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Question: <p>LOOK LOOK LOOK https://twitter.com/lumaxiuvr/status/1537613313021968386?s=21&amp;t=DxPcnQntni1zYQh7_EV28Q</p>
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Question: <p>Abou the comparison between the &ldquo;we&rsquo;re a team&rdquo; scene and Mike and El&rsquo;s fight, someone on twitter said that it&rsquo;s obvious that Mike doesn&rsquo;t have communication issues with Will as he does with El, because Will is his friend while El is his &ldquo;significant other&rdquo; so it must be more difficult to open up with her about his feelings. And while I don&rsquo;t entirely disagree with the take, it&rsquo;s also very clear that Mike and Will have TONS of communication issues this season? That&rsquo;s precisely how their relationship starts. They practically haven&rsquo;t talked for a year, neither of them knows if the other cares anymore. Just the airport scene is proof of that awkwardness. And Mike even acknowledges that when he says &ldquo;I felt like I lost you&rdquo;. What do you think?</p>
Answer: <p>I wouldn&rsquo;t say they have &ldquo;tons of communication issues.&rdquo; Their problem is just that they weren&rsquo;t communicating. Once they started communicating again, things began to get better for them, and they were able to slide back into sync with each other. </p><p>That&rsquo;s still a communication problem, but I&rsquo;d argue it&rsquo;s not as severe as the problems that Mike has with El. Those two talk without ever saying anything, or they talk and they&rsquo;re just on two completely different pages.</p><p>Mike is simply more in tune with Will than he is with El. This is a continuation of their season 3 arcs. Mike and Will are able to speak in their little coded sentences, but still get what each other is saying. They&rsquo;re not 100% open with their feelings, hence the code, it does come out as they become more anxious (Mike in the shed, Will in the garage, etc.). Mike&rsquo;s problems with El have little to do with her being his girlfriend. They just have nothing in common, and it&rsquo;s a relationship that fizzled out (like his parents&rsquo;). He even tried to do a coded conversation with her in season 3 (blank makes you crazy), and he seemed to hope she caught on, but she didn&rsquo;t. They don&rsquo;t speak each other&rsquo;s language. Not like Mike and Will do.</p><p>Yeah, Mike and Will grew apart in between seasons, but it was due to them not realizing the other still cared. Once that got cleared up, the emotional connection came back as strong as ever, if not stronger. They were back in sync with each other. </p><p>Cool?</p><p>Cool.</p>
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Question: <p>BROOOOOOO I SAW THIS EXCELLENT THEORY ON TWITTER HOLY FUCK IT MAKES SO MUCH SENSE</p><p>https://twitter.com/ceiiasaint/status/1537293505932181504?s=21&amp;t=Qclnhnc6AZZLuepJd9S8kw</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s an interesting theory, but, right now anyway, it&rsquo;s all based on conjecture. We know Will has a connection to the Upside Down, and we assume there&rsquo;s more to him than just being some random victim, but there&rsquo;s no proof&hellip;yet.</p><p>It would tie together everything since season 1, though.</p>
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Question: <p>Whether they&rsquo;re reciprocated or not, why do you think the writers decided to make Mike completely oblivious about Will&rsquo;s feelings for him?</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s just Mike&rsquo;s character. He&rsquo;s already been described as being totally oblivious.</p><p>There&rsquo;s also the matter of heteronormative culture leading people to assume same-sex attraction is instead something else, like friendship. Hell, just look at fans trying to explain away Mike and Will&rsquo;s relationship as it is.</p><p>Like Robin in her novel, Mike just doesn&rsquo;t have the correct Rosetta Stone to interpret what&rsquo;s going on.</p>
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Question: <p>I know it may not happen but I&rsquo;m just thinking about the possibility of Joyce and Hopper are reunited with the kids Ep 9 and them seeing El/Will be vecnaed. I mean they most likely won&rsquo;t make it back in time but I feel like they&rsquo;re essential if the duffers go down that root.</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, I have trouble believing they make it back before the end of the season at this rate, unless they cover that in the epilogue. That further complicates the &ldquo;time skip&rdquo; theory, too. Would they really just pick up in season 5 with them all being reunited, or would they have the Byers and El on their own for however long the time skip is? There&rsquo;s no way they&rsquo;re sneaking out of Russia the way they snuck in unless someone there is an experienced pilot (would they trust Yuri?), <i>and </i>they find a plane.</p><p>I&rsquo;m sure there&rsquo;s plenty they&rsquo;re just outright lying to us about, though. </p>
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Question: <p>I am worried that the writers gave us so much Byler in vol 1 so that they could resolve whatever tension was remaining between Mike and Will, before moving on to mileven in vol 2. </p><p>I hv seen people from both ships give reasons as to why Mike hasn't been able to say ily yet to El. But haven't really seen an argument from a Narrative pov. That is, the writers are *saving* his ily to give El the strength to fight Vecna, the way her mom did. That is, when characters say stuff like "a fight we can't come back from", they usually *do* come back from it and get back together. </p><p>I really don't want this to happen but this is most probably what's gonna happen- they (the writers) have it all set up. (I m highly pessimistic but still hoping against hope considering i m writing this ask).  </p><p>What are your thoughts on this? </p>
Answer: <p>If the writers&rsquo; intention was to resolve the tension between Mike and Will in volume 1 to focus more on Mileven in volume 2, they&rsquo;ve horrifically and hilariously failed.</p><p>The only tension Mike and Will resolved is that they&rsquo;ve agreed they&rsquo;re friends and they&rsquo;re a team, which is great, but I definitely don&rsquo;t think it&rsquo;s neatly tied up with a bow for volume 2. There&rsquo;s still so much tension remaining for both of them. For Will, we still have his painting and his feelings for Mike unresolved; for Mike, we still haven&rsquo;t gotten into his head to understand his actions this season. There is still so much between them that is unsaid that I truly do think they will still be a focus for volume 2. </p><p>Let&rsquo;s ignore all the evidence that Mike doesn&rsquo;t love El or isn&rsquo;t going to say it to her, let&rsquo;s ignore that Byler makes more sense than Mileven. <b>Let&rsquo;s think through this theoretical plotline of what Mileven could look like if that&rsquo;s what they were going for. </b></p><p>Mike is emotionally repressed, or something, so he doesn&rsquo;t know how to say he loves El. He&rsquo;s more about actions than words, or something like that. Okay, fine. </p><p>I understand the appeal of Mike being unable to say he loves El as a setup for him being able to say it at a peak climactic moment. It&rsquo;s setup and payoff. Right? It seems to make sense, it&rsquo;s the logical conclusion to resolve the El and Mike fight.</p><p>But an important element of this narratively that we have to address is that there needs to be some element of change. <b>Storytelling is inherently about cause and effect, about actions having consequences and making things change, so what forces Mike to change?</b> Mike needs to repeatedly confront his inner conflict to gradually change, pushing him to be able to say he loves El when he couldn&rsquo;t say it before. </p><p>In other words, <b>if Mike&rsquo;s journey this season is about learning to express his love for El, we have seen very little in act two so far to push that along, to prepare him better to be able to say it in the climactic moment</b>. Maybe El&rsquo;s absence is meant to push him to think about his feelings for her, and we get some of that with him talking to Will about El. Maybe him opening up to Will about his Totally Platonic Best Friend feelings is the first step in him being able to open up to El about his Romantic feelings for her. </p><p>But none of what happened in volume 1 quite fits right into this supposed Mileven narrative. Instead, we see Mike not knowing what to say or not knowing how to &ldquo;explain&rdquo; himself, implying that whatever he needs to say to El, it&rsquo;s not the romantic I Love You as we&rsquo;re expecting. We see Mike confronting his relationship with Will just as much as we see him confronting his relationship with Eleven. </p><p><b>But most of all, if Mike does somehow come through with a dramatic, romantic, </b><i><b>I love you</b></i><b> speech for Eleven, so what? What does that change? What does that impact? How does Mike grow or change from that? How does </b><i><b>Eleven</b></i><b> grow or change from that?</b> <strike>and why tf did they drag poor will&rsquo;s feelings into this if they weren&rsquo;t going to impact anything whatsoever!!!</strike></p><p>My hope is that any <i>I love you </i>monologue from Mike to El is about platonic and familial love and how that matters just as much as romantic love. Because the arc we <i>are </i>seeing Mike prepared for is leading to him being honest about not loving El; i<b>t&rsquo;s not about expressing feelings but about being true to yourself and not pretending to be someone you&rsquo;re not. It&rsquo;s about conformity&ndash;</b><i><b>that&rsquo;s what&rsquo;s killing the kids</b></i><b>. </b></p><p>I can&rsquo;t stress enough how <i>little</i> any of their arcs make sense this season if it really is ending with Mileven. They would be doing Mike, Will, and Eleven <i>all</i> so dirty and I have to believe that&rsquo;s not what&rsquo;s going to happen. <b>I have to believe the Duffers are better than that, because if they <i>were</i> leading to Mike and Eleven ending up together, they simply wouldn&rsquo;t have done it like this.</b> </p>
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Question: <p>https://vt.tiktok.com/ZSd7M8hRp/?k=1</p><p>Look at this. I feel like there's a real chance it's fake but I honestly think there's also a chance that maybe it glitched for a couple seconds, it has happened before with a couple of other shows. The person would also have to be good at photoshopping as well. But if you were to assume the synopsis for ep 8 and 9 are real, what do you think it means by Vecna targeting a 'familar face' in the finale? Everyone on the show is familiar to us so I'm not really sure like do you think it would be implying it's a main character, a character that left in an earlier season or someone who isn't a main? I'm confused lol but intrigued</p>
Answer: <p>There&rsquo;s no way that happened without it leaking out all over the place. At most, I could believe the thumbnails and episode descriptions may have appeared, but wouldn&rsquo;t load. Still, I&rsquo;m <i>extremely </i>skeptical.</p><p>By familiar face, I would assume it&rsquo;s someone familiar to him, not us. Everyone expects him to go after El, anyway, so it&rsquo;s not surprising to see it in a fake description.</p>
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Question: <p>Just read someone say that Lucas is Mike&rsquo;s (real) best friend. The lengths melvins and anti-will will go to deny the importance of their relationship baffles me, just because in s3 Lucas gave him (bad) relationship advice. Mike said Will is his best friend TO HIS FACE. And they accuse us bylers of playing deaf? Of not watching the show? If Mike does say to El he loves her, of course I won&rsquo;t deny it. </p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s probably based on Dustin saying so in season 1. Mike responding by telling Dustin that he was his best friend, too.</p><p>Let&rsquo;s be honest, they didn&rsquo;t know they were going to be making a franchise yet in season 1. Some stuff won&rsquo;t make any sense unless they find a way to tie it in to the current plot. Even then, though, we saw just how important Will was to Mike. Either Mike saw them all as his best friends, or Will is in another category, altogether. Season 2 established that Will was Mike&rsquo;s first friend, and he&rsquo;s the one Mike is the emotionally open and vulnerable with. </p><p>Lucas and Mike do have best friend energy, but so do Lucas and Will. It&rsquo;s Dustin who seems to be the odd one out sometimes, which is probably a personal insecurity of his. He was the last one to join the Party prior to the events of season 1. By calling Lucas Mike&rsquo;s best friend, he&rsquo;s probably just giving his own perception of things. I&rsquo;ve also written before about how much of Mike and Will&rsquo;s close relationship probably occurs in private.</p><p>Mike has a lot of love to give, though, even if he&rsquo;s pretty bad at doing so a lot of the time. There&rsquo;s no real reason to rank the people in his life, anyway.</p>
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Question: <p>I'm not the anon that brought up the wrong timeline theory but I think they were talking about the theory that that in Season 4, the timeline is simply effed up. Apparently that's why:</p><p>-no one mentions Will's birthday,</p><p>-they say things like "it's been like a year..." and whatever Joyce has said about time and emotions (I can't remember right now, sorry.),</p><p>-"12 hours ago" appears out of the sudden when Owens and El reach the desert base</p><p>-the Cali gang appears to fast travel through the States. (not part of the official theory, just my own idea.) etc.</p><p>I hope I got that right. Please correct me if I'm wrong, anon.</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, I guess it has potential, but I don&rsquo;t like the complications that timeline and time travel stuff open up. The MCU had to make it the foundation of an entire phase because of how complex it makes things.</p><p>I&rsquo;m open to hearing more about this idea, though, if it&rsquo;s been fleshed out by someone.</p>
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Question: <p>My theory is that even if they defeat vecna, the season will end on a slightly terrifying note because of the number of gates that would have been opened. They might find at the end of the season that the UD is sort of beginning to take over Hawkins because of it, with perhaps even the mindflayer returning.</p>
Answer: <p>All of the Gates is rather concerning. It took a lot of effort on El&rsquo;s part to seal the first one, though that may have been because the Mindflayer was tryin to keep it open. It might be easier if there&rsquo;s nothing on the other side maintaining it.</p><p>They do need some sort of bridge into season 5, though, so this idea has potential. At any rate, the cat may be out of the bag. I can&rsquo;t see the town being in the dark about this anymore.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 687230731588632577
Date: 2022-06-16 15:44:58 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/687230731588632577
Slug: kali-showing-up-or-being-near-el-in-the-season
Reblog key: ZmGKIjdQ
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Kali showing up or being near El in the season finale will really bring positivity, I think. I don't know how it will play out but it would be a nice addition to defeat Vecna. What do you think?</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;d love for her to show back up again, if just to have that entire episode mean something. They showed us that there was at least one other Lab kid out there, then she never showed up again. The fact that they mentioned her this season gives me some hope.</p>
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Question: <p>Here's a theory for thought. What if little Henry Creel gained powers through interacting with the spiders in his house? I mean the mindflayer of season 2 looked like a giant smokey spider, so there is some spider symbolism there...Perhaps they came from the upside down?</p><p>&#128375;</p>
Answer: <p>Please, no more spiders. I already have to look away anytime they&rsquo;re on screen.</p><p>Having magical, power-giving spiders would just be all the more terrifying for me.</p>
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Question: <p>hi, i heard that they have released season 4's soundtracks on spotify. was the song played when Mike caught looking at Will [tender, emotional music playing] was in the playlist? i'm really curious about its title :) actually i use youtube music mostly so i don't really know how to check lol</p>
Answer: <p>I have not seen an official release of the original score, just the licensed soundtrack.</p>
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Question: <p>I am 100% sure about requited byler, but I think before Mike confesses his feelings, or even kisses Will, that we need to get more build up that is a little more explicitly romantic from Mike&rsquo;s side. Like don&rsquo;t get me wrong, I really do believe he has feelings for Will, but I don&rsquo;t see any direct confirmation from Mike until next season (unless that build up comes in volume 2) because I think we need a little bit more of that angst and that explictly romantic build up (people commenting on his feelings for will, maybe almost kissing or touching hands, staring at him from afar) before we get a direct confession from Mike, especially because he&rsquo;ll be dealing with internalised homophobia and it is the 80's. My feeling is that the season might end with an indirect confession from Mike, such as us seeing a letter that he wrote Will that&rsquo;s addressed &lsquo;love Will&rsquo; or him staring at Will from afar after Will confesses. I just can&rsquo;t imagine him confessing his feelings or especially kissing Will by the end of the season without showing a little bit more of that build up and angst that he's feeling. </p>
Answer: <p>I definitely feel this, and I mostly agree with everything that there should be more overtly romantic moments so that the casual audiences can catch on before it goes full-on.</p><p>However, to be honest, my worst fear for this season is them leaving it ambiguous or debatable with anything that could be written off as &ldquo;they&rsquo;re just best friends uwu.&rdquo; I mean, considering there are still people who are unsure if WILL is gay, and <b>considering how many people refuse to even consider Byler as an outcome because of heteronormativity at best and homophobia at worst&ndash;the casual viewers need it to be spelled out. </b>We need something in-your-face. I honestly worry even a &ldquo;Love, Mike&rdquo; letter will be dismissed by the crowd of antis, and some sort of Mike-gazing-longingly-at-Will is definitely too subtle considering we&rsquo;ve already gotten some of that and people are still ignoring it. </p><p>I still doubt we&rsquo;ll get a kiss, but I&rsquo;m desperately holding on for confirmed requited feelings and a nice little hand-holding moment. </p><p>Call me a clown, but I genuinely believe we&rsquo;ll get the buildup and payoff we want in volume 2. We have four hours of content and so much promised goodness between leaked scenes and general expectations. Think how much romantic tension can be developed in the space of a movie&ndash;and we have <i>two </i>of those with some romantic tension already baked in from volume 1. </p><p>[<a href="https://queerxqueen.tumblr.com/ask">send byler asks pls uwu</a>]</p>
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Question: <p>For a show that claims to be an Ally, it really stands out when the show has so many homophobic fans. I know all franchises and shows have these types of people but honestly, the amount of homophobia I've encountered was and is truly amazing even by the GA standards. It turns me off of the show ngl. </p>
Answer: <p>I daresay it&rsquo;s mostly because a gay ship has the potential to sink a straight ship that is (oddly) favored by fans. People love to pretend to be progressive and supportive of LGBT issues until there&rsquo;s a conflict with their heteronormativity. Then you see their <i>real </i>feelings come out. These are likely the same people who will talk about their &ldquo;gay friends&rdquo; if you call them out on their homophobia.</p>
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Question: <p>It's so funny that you refer to yourself as the old man (I don't think 40 is old btw) even though the party would be 51 in 2022.&#129327;</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;ve had similar thoughts, myself. As old as I feel I am, I would have been a little younger than Holly in the timeline of the show itself.</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 687176237932806144
Date: 2022-06-16 01:18:48 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/687176237932806144
Slug: some-ppl-are-legit-trying-to-make-mike-homophobic
Reblog key: nfDmQChH
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Some ppl are legit trying to make Mike homophobic (either lowkey or HIGHT KEY homophobic) in order to explain away his reaction and actions to Will. </p><p>''Mike is STRAIGHT and will reject Will'', ''Mike won't be that accepting if Will reveals himself, Will will just stay as the gay friend because Mike LOVES El''</p><p>Or HIGH KEY homophobic arguments like ''Mike is trying to distance himself from Will because he knows Will likes him'', ''Mike is ignoring Will because he doesn't want to get close to him anymore bc he knows Will's feelings for him''</p><p>''Will is going to become evil'', ''Will is going to die/would be better if he dies'' etc etc... </p><p>I'm so tired man.</p>
Answer: <p>It says far more about them than it does about Mike.</p>
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Question: <p>What are your thoughts on the wrong timeline theory? </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m actually not familiar with that theory. Is that something like one of the two dimensions is an alternate timeline?</p>
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Question: <p>If you had to bet, would you guess the painting is unveiled before or after Will's feelings are revealed to Mike? I guess there's also an in between (some people think the painting itself will make his feelings 100% clear, but I doubt that).</p>
Answer: <p>I think the way to fully capture the emotional significance of the painting is by having it lead to, or occur as part of, the official reveal of Will&rsquo;s feelings. The painting, in my opinion, would be a more emotional moment, in and of itself, than Will telling Mike he loves him. But having him say it after Mike sees the painting, he, and the audience, will already be emotionally primed. </p><p>I suppose that I&rsquo;m essentially saying that the painting is the conversation starter. I don&rsquo;t see Will having the courage to confess to Mike unless he sees the painting and gives Will the reaction he was hoping for.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, byler

Post id: 687169748797194240
Date: 2022-06-15 23:35:40 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/687169748797194240
Slug: i-was-thinking-which-one-is-the-dinosaur-gay
Reblog key: NhYkALse
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I was thinking, "which one is the Dinosaur Gay," then I remembered that, right, I don't think dinosaur kids were a big thing pre-Jurassic Park, then I pictured the Party going to see Jurassic Park in theaters when it comes out in '93 and being wowed.</p><p>I don't know what the point of this ask is, call it relief from any drama?</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m not familiar with the term Dinosaur Gay, but&hellip;</p><p>Mike had a toy T-Rex named Roary.</p><p>The Party would probably love Jurassic Park, though. It was a huge hit when it came out. Dustin would complain about all the scientific inaccuracies, though.</p>
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Question: <p>What is your opinion on the mindflayer? Like do you think he's vecna or has some other background story, he's still out there by looking at the v2 teaser but I'm not sure. I really like your blog by the way.</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you!</p><p>My personal pet theory is that the Mindflayer is Will&rsquo;s Shadow (in the Jungian sense). I don&rsquo;t think it and Vecna are really on the same side. I&rsquo;m wondering if Vecna has been trying to subvert the Mindflayer, and, now that it&rsquo;s gone, is trying to grow in power.</p><p>I could be wrong, though. It just feels too convenient for Dustin to simply be right about Vecna being the Mindflayer&rsquo;s general.</p>
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Question: <p>I really hope El won't be that clingy. I really want her to go out of that friggin underground lab and have her realize that it's time to finally be her own person, especially after being treated like a pet AGAIN and learning that's it's always sorta been like that. And if she needs someone to comfort her that someone shouldn't be Mike. It should be her brothers, Will especially, as he went to trauma, too and can probably relate the most. It would be such a nice wonder twins bonding situation.</p>
Answer: <p>I agree. It&rsquo;s a crime that we have almost no indicators of her bonding with her family, just hints based on her appearance and her letter to Mike. Will, especially, should be able to relate to her experiences and trauma, so their reunion should get some attention, too. </p>
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Question: <p>Everyone has said there&rsquo;s more Vecna backstory in volume 2 so your hang ups probably have answers.</p>
Answer: <p>Here&rsquo;s hoping.</p>
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Question: <p>Honestly after season 4 I'm more inclined to think that Mike did realize his feelings for Will were stronger than they were supposed to be during the 3x08 epilogue, when he hugged his mom. It would explain his actions in season 4, not reaching out to Will and then being awkward and distant around him. I'm sooo hoping that we get it all spelled out for us in volume 2, whether with a Vecna trance or any other time of flashback montage that would show us that yes, Mike did know all along. But then I think of his talks with Will in episode 4 and I think he looks kind of oblivious to his own feelings so I don't know... What do you think? Does he know he likes Will more than a friend?</p>
Answer: <p>I think everything you say here is true, but I just don&rsquo;t know how complicated it will all be by El going through another traumatic experience.</p><p>I think Mike knows something is different with Will, but he may not have figured out why exactly. Like with Robin in her novel, he may need it pointed out to him. Since Will is a boy, it may not have clicked with him that his feelings are romantic. He just knows that he <i>needs </i>Will in his life. We&rsquo;ll see, though.</p><p>Honestly, the real problem could just be on Will&rsquo;s end now. He might just slink back into the background when El returns because he just assumes that&rsquo;s where he&rsquo;s supposed to be.</p>
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Question: <p>I just saw the ask about Vecna/One (and your ans of course!), but I was just wondering because I couldn't tell from what you said, but as an antagonist- and also just as a character, how do you feel about Vecna/One? I personally love his character, and although I think his actor is attractive, it doesn't affect anything. I think his journey to Vecna was just so well written. I also dug his motives for doing what he did (not saying I agree with any of the actions he took fyi, he's a psychopathic murderer who murders children, no one should be fawning over him). But it's those characters I find so fascinating. Not to mention I think the UD really benefitted from an antagonist who could talk, and felt more "human", which is strange because Henry himself felt anything but. And I know the MF could kinda talk, through hosts and stuff, but Idk, I just really dig his character. Maybe I am viewing him through rose-coloured glasses because I related to his evil monologue of being "broken" or different. </p><p>Anyway I'll stop, otherwise I'll end up talking forever. But uh yeah, did you love him? Hate him? Indifferent? Really curious to read your thoughts &#128154;</p>
Answer: <p>Eh, I liked Vecna more before I found out he was just a sociopathic child with superpowers who grew up to be a mutated sociopathic adult with superpowers. I feel like the sociopath angle is sort of lazy. He has no motivation, really. He just lacks empathy, sees himself as a god, and wants to exterminate those he sees as inferior (read: everyone). I suppose the Mindflayer wasn&rsquo;t much better, but, as a mysterious monster, I guess I hold it to a different standard. I think I would have liked it better if his motivations had more substance behind them. Magneto felt humanity was cruel and deserved to be punished since he was a Holocaust survivor, for example. Henry was just apparently born this way. He&rsquo;s human, but there&rsquo;s no human aspect.</p><p>I do appreciate that we have an origin story, at least. I also feel that it&rsquo;s good that there&rsquo;s a villain who can directly interact with the other characters, as opposed to the Mindflayer who needed to act through a host. </p>
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Question: <p>In vol 2, I don't think we'll see Mike sidelining Will when El's around as much as he has done in the past, I think Mike is kind of aware that he sort of does this - he even said that he was worrying about El too much that he thought he lost Will. So I think he knows there needs to be more of a balance. </p>
Answer: <p>See, I want to believe that, and it may happen, but Mike isn&rsquo;t really rational when it comes to this. It&rsquo;s not even just Mike we have to worry about, either. We don&rsquo;t know how clingy El may or may not be after they find her. She&rsquo;ll have just gone through something very traumatic all over again, and she tends to respond to such things by falling back onto Mike. Will may also see them being close and draw conclusions, also, resulting in him distancing himself from them.</p><p>It has the potential to be a very complicated situation. </p><p>Of course, there&rsquo;s also the potential for El and Mike to talk things out, too. I guess we just have to wait and see.</p>
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Question: <p>I don&rsquo;t think there&rsquo;s a problem with liking 001 as in appreciating how well written of a character he is and how well JCB acted. Also I don&rsquo;t believe there&rsquo;s a problem with thinking he&rsquo;s attractive either as long as your not excusing his actions and trying to claim he is innocent. </p>
Answer: <p>If you have to do that much compartmentalization, then you might need to rethink things.</p><p>I think people are again letting their attraction to an actor impact how they feel about a character. </p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 687163145849012224
Date: 2022-06-15 21:50:43 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/687163145849012224
Slug: wait-wasnt-eddie-crushing-on-chrissy
Reblog key: eYayEGgl
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Wait wasn&rsquo;t Eddie crushing on Chrissy?</p>
Answer: <p>He seemed smitten with her, at the very least. They didn&rsquo;t exactly get the opportunity for it to get any further than that.</p>
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Question: <p>it was argued that el's ability to speak pretty well in her memories in vol1 were kind of a plot hole, as she barely spoke in previous seasons, especially s1.</p><p>but in s1 el comforts will while he's in the upside down and she says "your mom, she's coming for you, just hold on a little longer" now i don't know if it's because i'm not a native english speaker, but that sentence doesn't seem like something someone who doesn't know how to speak would say. </p><p>in the following seasons, she also strings up a couple of other sentences in other situations. </p><p>what I'm trying to say is that i think that el does know how to speak, and has known all along, but after the massacre she just stopped talking, and only spoke when she deemed it necessary </p>
Answer: <p>She had no social environment after the massacre. I mean, the other kids didn&rsquo;t really seem to treat her well to begin with, but at least she was around other kids and exposed to language. She was mostly in isolation afterwards, so the only use she had for language was with Brenner. Like anything, language skills can deteriorate with lack of use. There&rsquo;s also the issue of the trauma from the day of the massacre. The last time she let herself get close to someone, it was with 001, who killed everyone and nearly did the same to her. </p><p>Once she felt safe with someone again (Mike), her skills began to come back to her, albeit slowly. It&rsquo;s still a work in progress, but she&rsquo;s done better each season now.</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;m sorry if you&rsquo;ve already answered this before, but I was wondering if you have any theories as to why the Upside Down is stuck on the date of Will&rsquo;s disappearance? Love your blog, by the way! </p>
Answer: <p>Thank you!</p><p>I don&rsquo;t have any theories of my own, except that it would seem to be linked to him somehow.</p><p>I did see someone suggest that the Upside Down may have been without form before Will was taken there, though. I suppose the idea is that <i>he </i>gave it form. It&rsquo;s still weird because how would he know of all those details, like what was in Nancy&rsquo;s room?</p><p>It&rsquo;s an interesting idea, but I don&rsquo;t know that it, or any other theory I saw, really explains it all.</p>
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Question: <p>I don't have any knowledge of the American education system, but I know the German education system provides separate schools for students with special needs, such as El. They call it Sonder-Schule (special school) for kids with general (learning, cognitive...) disabilities. There's also the Waldorf-Schule. It's not necessarily for kids with special needs, but compared to other schools they don't prioritize the academic progress. I bet El wouldn't have had such a hard time there. </p>
Answer: <p>American public schools are required to give all students a &ldquo;free and appropriate public education&rdquo; in what is called the &ldquo;least restrictive environment.&rdquo; That means altering a student&rsquo;s education and educational environment as little as possible. So, a given student would be kept in a regular education class, just with personalized adjustments, after being evaluated for a special education classification. If sufficient progress isn&rsquo;t made, you make further changes. It&rsquo;s possible to eventually be transferred to a specialized school, but to jump straight to it is considered a violation of a student&rsquo;s educational rights.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t think El necessarily has a Learning Disability or Intellectual Disability. She&rsquo;s just <i>very </i>behind, so she lacks the necessary foundation to be able to achieve at a high school level. With sufficient tutoring and remedial work, I think it&rsquo;s possible for her to catch up. Her social skills, on the other hand, are a different matter, but would probably still improve over time given an accepting environment.</p>
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Question: <p>I just would like to know why people take eddie being gay as a fact ( not saying it shouldnt be that would actually be pretty cool honestly!! ) like is there some kind of subtext im missing or??</p>
Answer: <p>None that I&rsquo;m aware of. I mean, he&rsquo;s totally nonconformist, so he might at least be open to the experience, but that doesn&rsquo;t mean he&rsquo;s into guys.</p>
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Question: <p>You really think Dmitri is going to die? Don't you think it'd be something people expect to happen so it's actually not going to? I mean, since they already killed off the nice Russian (Alexei) in Season 3?</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m basing a lot of my death predictions off of who wouldn&rsquo;t really have a connection to the story after this season. Unless they have Dmitri find his son and flee to America, then he&rsquo;s pretty screwed, regardless. He&rsquo;s already branded a traitor by his own government. Where does his story go from there?</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think El was bullied because of problems with language and writing?</p><p>In her letter to Mike, she says she hopes her writing is better. What if because of that she started getting bullied? Like, kids are mean and they probably found funny the fact that she barely talked back then. And she didn&rsquo;t even knew how to write. </p><p>It&rsquo;s something I&rsquo;ve been thinking about.</p><p>Sorry if I have any incorrect grammar, english isn&rsquo;t my first language.</p>
Answer: <p>I wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised. I wrote a while back that El would have trouble in school. She didn&rsquo;t have any formal education (that we&rsquo;re aware of). If the kids in the Lab did get any formal education, then El&rsquo;s probably stopped after the massacre. While she has shown to be very adaptive, she&rsquo;s only been in school for less than a year, and she seems to have been thrown directly into regular high school classes. That&rsquo;s literally setting her up to fail. </p><p>We see her stumble with her language, such as stumbling when trying to say she made a diorama. The other kids pick up on that, laughing at her for it. She did know how to write, as she wrote a note to Hopper in season 3, and she did know how to read, but both were well below the expected level for her age. The other kids almost certainly picked up on her difficulties from the start, and it may well have been the start to her bullying.</p>
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Question: <p>Why do people think Steve is queer/bi? I&rsquo;m not saying he can&rsquo;t be, but why has this been a common headcanon since at least Season 2 with B*lly and now with Eddie? Is it mostly just people pairing hot guys together? I like Steddie&rsquo;s friendship and I can see how there could hypothetically be something there, but I feel like there&rsquo;s not much textual support for it. Isn&rsquo;t the purpose of the Robin/Steve friendship mainly supposed to show his character development and that he has turned into an amazing ally?</p>
Answer: <p>Some people just want to put the pretty boys together, regardless of whether it makes any sense. Sometimes <i>because</i> it doesn&rsquo;t make sense.</p><p>I love that Steve has become such a good ally, but he&rsquo;s been legit girl crazy since the beginning. I feel like people are just applying the &ldquo;boy and girl just have to exist in the same space&rdquo; rule to same sex couples sometimes, rather than actually looking for real textual or subtextual basis for shipping characters.</p>
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Question: <p>One take I&rsquo;ve heard from some people is that Will being actually gay just proves his bullies and his dad &ldquo;right&rdquo; in some way, thereby endorsing stereotypes. I don&rsquo;t agree with that take because it&rsquo;s often rooted in homophobia, but it&rsquo;s not always. They say, why does being called homophobic slurs and being assumed queer for liking art, liking alt music, being quiet, being vulnerable and emotional with your close male friend, being &lsquo;different&rsquo; mean your character HAS to be gay? Prior to this season, where he explicitly rejects a girl and visibly pines for Mike, all the ways he is queer-coded COULD&rsquo;VE been just a straight kid not conforming to heterosexual stereotypes. After all, homophobic bullies don&rsquo;t just bully queer kids; they bully any kids they perceive to be queer, even if they end up being straight. What are your thoughts on that?</p>
Answer: <p>I think people are just desperate to avoid Will being gay.</p><p>Yes, stereotypes should not be validated, but, let&rsquo;s be honest, how many stereotypes does Will really show? Will&rsquo;s perceived homosexuality in the eyes of his dad and Troy has always been more of an informed characteristic than anything else. He&rsquo;s more sensitive than the average boy, yes, and he likes art, but that&rsquo;s about it. He&rsquo;s also brave and went to load a gun when he thought he was in danger.</p><p>Will rejecting a girl and pining for Mike this season is nothing new. It&rsquo;s just more obvious now. He did the same things in season 2, but most people didn&rsquo;t see it because of heteronormativity. If Will were a girl (or Mike was, for that matter), then nobody would have missed the signs back then. We just interpret interactions differently when it&rsquo;s between same sex people than opposite sex.</p><p>Honestly, it&rsquo;s like these people are saying Will isn&rsquo;t allowed to be gay because he was bullied for it. That&rsquo;s just&hellip;pathetic. I suppose, by their logic, it&rsquo;s more realistic for Mike to be the gay one since he wasn&rsquo;t bullied for it. Or is this just a way for them to claim nobody should be gay?</p>
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Question: <p>I don&rsquo;t get why people on the socials tend to romanticize Henry Creel like he is a sociopath-</p><p>And he murdered a lot of innocent kids-</p>
Answer: <p>Dude, I&rsquo;ve seen people unironically thirst for post-transformation Vecna. </p>
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Question: <p>Honestly, before s4 came out I only expected, as I&rsquo;d done with s3 and s2, to analyse every Byler scene and their interactions and subtext and all that. We knew they&rsquo;d be together most of the season, so I expected a lot of content and nice scenes etc. But when the reviews started coming, and then the actual season, and Will turned out to be canonically in love with Mike &mdash; ever since then, Byler has become potentially real, and I&rsquo;ve become so invested I think it&rsquo;ll be physically painful if Will gets rejected. Before, it was about speculation and what we saw in subtext and in the background, but now it&rsquo;s like&hellip; actually there. And yes, even if they don&rsquo;t get together I can still ship them and analyse their future scenes, but it&rsquo;ll leave such a bitter taste that it&rsquo;ll really make me wonder why I like this show so much. I plainly don&rsquo;t want my favourite show to pull out the sad gay kid with the unrequited crush on his best friend trope, and I don&rsquo;t want my favourite character to be rejected by the person the loves the most. And if the writers had left it at subtext, I might have been okay with it. But they have decided to take this route, for whatever reason, and I want them to follow through. </p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s been subtext since season 1, but it&rsquo;s gradually brought itself further to the surface each season. I keep being reminded of this:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="390" data-orig-width="840"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a1b1f9aa53451ad8391075802532bb88/1d2c170acebbb5d5-32/s640x960/e86b6117a68acf93609ae9c3838360fc24c2283a.png" data-orig-height="390" data-orig-width="840"/></figure></div><p>I still don&rsquo;t know that he&rsquo;s referring to Byler, but David said this after season 2, I believe, and it certainly fits how it&rsquo;s something that we&rsquo;ve been seeing the whole time, even if we didn&rsquo;t realize it at the time. I mean, <i>we </i>realized it, but most people didn&rsquo;t.</p><p>There&rsquo;s little that I&rsquo;ve seen that is more beautiful than the series-long development of Mike and Will&rsquo;s relationship. It&rsquo;s not the only thing that&rsquo;s been building the entire series, but it&rsquo;s one of the most consistently featured. </p>
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Question: <p>If Mike is truly in love with El and that was the intention, then a lot of things went wrong with the production, writing, camera, music etc choices. Not just supposedly 'Finn's acting'. It doesn't explain what was up with Noah/Will, it doesn't explain the other character choices. It's not just about Mike/Finn but other multiple things lmao</p>
Answer: <p>You&rsquo;re right. The music, especially, I think. It&rsquo;s not even just [tender, emotional music], or whatever it was called. They reused On the Bus, which was originally for a Lumax moment in season 2, for one of Mike and Will&rsquo;s heart to hearts. The camera shots, also, yes. A lot of clear, close up shots of each of their faces during their conversations, so viewers were able to clearly see their expressions and the fact that they were both holding back tears in the scene before the shootout.</p><p>There&rsquo;s going to be a lot of confusion if Mike just retreats back to El. It would be the second season in a row that they demonstrated a horribly unhealthy relationship, be shown to be better apart, only to get back together with no actual improvement to their relationship.</p>
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Question: <p>So if it turns out Mike actually says I love you to El and means it, does it mean Finn&rsquo;s acting was actually kind of&hellip; bad? Like, I&rsquo;ve always liked him as an actor but his detachment in the melvin scenes does seem kind of weird then. </p>
Answer: <p>No, it would mean the writing and/or directing is actually bad, because nothing we&rsquo;ve seen this season points to Mike actually being in love with El. </p><p>Finn&rsquo;s depiction of Mike has been very consistent. Blaming his acting is a terrible, but I suppose convenient, excuse. If Mike is meant to be in love with El, then the writers either did a bad job developing that and/or the directors did a bad job getting the proper performance out of Finn.</p><p>Same thing if Mike is meant to only see Will as a friend.</p>
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Question: <p>One take I&rsquo;ve heard from some people is that Will being actually gay just proves his bullies and his dad &ldquo;right&rdquo; in some way, thereby endorsing stereotypes. I don&rsquo;t agree with that take because it&rsquo;s often rooted in homophobia, but it&rsquo;s not always. They say, why does being called homophobic slurs and being assumed queer for liking art, liking alt music, being quiet, being vulnerable and emotional with your close male friend, being &lsquo;different&rsquo; mean your character HAS to be gay? Prior to this season, where he explicitly rejects a girl and visibly pines for Mike, all the ways he is queer-coded COULD&rsquo;VE been just a straight kid not conforming to heterosexual stereotypes. After all, homophobic bullies don&rsquo;t just bully queer kids; they bully any kids they perceive to be queer, even if they end up being straight. What are your thoughts on that?</p>
Answer: <p>I think people are just desperate to avoid Will being gay.</p><p>Yes, stereotypes should not be validated, but, let&rsquo;s be honest, how many stereotypes does Will really show? Will&rsquo;s perceived homosexuality in the eyes of his dad and Troy has always been more of an informed characteristic than anything else. He&rsquo;s more sensitive than the average boy, yes, and he likes art, but that&rsquo;s about it. He&rsquo;s also brave and went to load a gun when he thought he was in danger.</p><p>Will rejecting a girl and pining for Mike this season is nothing new. It&rsquo;s just more obvious now. He did the same things in season 2, but most people didn&rsquo;t see it because of heteronormativity. If Will were a girl (or Mike was, for that matter), then nobody would have missed the signs back then. We just interpret interactions differently when it&rsquo;s between same sex people than opposite sex.</p><p>Honestly, it&rsquo;s like these people are saying Will isn&rsquo;t allowed to be gay because he was bullied for it. That&rsquo;s just&hellip;pathetic. I suppose, by their logic, it&rsquo;s more realistic for Mike to be the gay one since he wasn&rsquo;t bullied for it. Or is this just a way for them to claim nobody should be gay?</p>
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Question: <p>I was just watching that car convo and there's something I realized</p><p>In the scene, Mike says ''I should have explained. cause then maybe Eleven would have taken me with her but I didn't know what to say''</p><p>And Will answers it by saying ''Sometimes It's scary to open up like that, to say how you really feel. Espc to people who you care the most. Because what if they don't like the truth''</p><p>And... Holy moly... this is such a queer-coded conversation! We all know that Will was probably talking about himself (his own feelings) there but the wording choices for both Mike and Will's speeches should be examined.</p><p>Firstly, the way Mike says ''I should have <i><b>explained </b></i>myself'' seems like there is really something going on with his feelings. But the thing that makes me think is, why he cannot say the reason to Will but always uses the coded wording like that. He cannot say what was the problem between him and El. </p><p>Mike also <b><i>knows</i></b> what he should have said El ('ily') but here in his convo he says ''I didn't know what to say''. Lmao what? My guy <i>knew </i>what he had to say, he just didn't. But what was he supposed to 'explain' to El here when they were fighting? The wording choices here are very interesting. </p><p>Will seems like he at least understands that Mike is falling out with El. He doesn't just secretly talk about his own feelings towards Mike there. He also talks about Mike's feelings and emotional state. 'Scary to open up, especially to people you care the most' is very, very queer. It adds to the sentence when he says 'Because what if they don't like the truth'. And Mike <i>agrees</i>. It's very telling that these guys are talking about something else behind their words and their words are covered in a not-so-secret understanding. </p><p>Also, what that 'truth' could possibly mean if people aren't going to like it? Mike's love for El?? Why that 'truth' would make people hard to accept it?</p><p>The only possible meaning behind this convo is that Mike, while caring for and loving El, doesn't love El romantically. And he has to say that truth, even if it will be hurtful. But he also has to <i><b>explain</b></i> why he cannot love her romantically, and that's the hardest part because he has to open up to people he cares about the most... meaning his sexuality. </p><p>Honestly, out of every other scene, this scene particularly stands out for me. It's almost like a coming-out scene for both Will and Mike. The word choices were honestly quite interesting and telling. It's one of the things that makes me less doubtful about my reading regarding the story. </p>
Answer: <p>Hell yes, Anon, thanks for sharing!</p><p>Agreed on all of the above. <b>Both the scene on top of the car and the Byler scene after El&rsquo;s arrest have Mike saying things or reacting to things Will says in a way that clearly show that something else is going on with how he feels about El.</b> In addition to everything you said, Will says something along the lines of &ldquo;Whatever you didn&rsquo;t say, you can tell her then&rdquo; and Mike gives a half-hearted, high-pitched &ldquo;<i>yeah&hellip;. yeah&hellip;&rdquo;</i> because the thing that he didn&rsquo;t say is not what he <i>wants</i> or <i>needs</i> to say. He&rsquo;s not just unsure how to tell her he loves her; there&rsquo;s more to the story, there&rsquo;s more going on with Mike that we just haven&rsquo;t been shown explicitly yet. </p><p>But regardless of whether that motivation is him being queer or not, the signs are all pointing toward Mike <i>not</i> loving Eleven in the way she wants him to. If the writers were trying to show a Mike who loves El but can&rsquo;t communicate his feelings rather than a Mike who is actively doubting his feelings, the language would have been different. We would see Mike wishing he&rsquo;d told Eleven he loved her instead of him wishing he could &ldquo;explain.&rdquo; <b>Instead, we see Mike torn between saying the &ldquo;right&rdquo; thing (&ldquo;if I had said <i>that thing</i> maybe I would be with her right now&rdquo;) and the true thing (&ldquo;because what if they don&rsquo;t like <i>the truth</i>?&rdquo;). </b>Those things are not the same, because Mike&rsquo;s truth is that he <i>doesn&rsquo;t</i> love Eleven the way she wants. </p><p>Don&rsquo;t have much else to add here because I think you covered it!!!! </p>
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Question: <p>Who out of the Party is the least likely to die in your view? I feel like they wouldn&rsquo;t want to kill off Lucas or Will at this point for fear of being seen as racist or homophobic. But even though I think Mike is queer as well I feel like he has a better chance of dying at some point </p>
Answer: <p>Will has to be the safest, if just by virtue of them hyping up him being gay. </p><p>Bury Your Gays would be in effect here, and I don&rsquo;t think the Duffers want that. </p><p>I see your point about Lucas, too. Even if it&rsquo;s somewhat appropriate for a rural Indiana town in the 80s, Hawkins isn&rsquo;t exactly swimming in racial diversity.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think Holly Wheeler will play a role in season 5 (similar to how Erica got promoted in Season 3)? Or do you think she&rsquo;ll always be the little sister in the background? Sometimes I forget she exists as she has literally no idea her siblings are off fighting monsters </p>
Answer: <p>She&rsquo;s gotten a tiny bit more in the past couple seasons, having actual lines. In season 3, she even noticed the odd movements in the trees. </p><p>I don&rsquo;t know if she&rsquo;ll be more involved, but I think that she, as a young child, is enough removed from the whole forced conformity thing that she has a willingness to &ldquo;accept the unconventional.&rdquo; This may be why she was able to notice what her parents, and the others at the fair, couldn&rsquo;t see. She doesn&rsquo;t write things off as impossible since she hasn&rsquo;t been taught to yet.</p><p>It&rsquo;d be neat if they could work Holly&rsquo;s innocence further into the story somehow. I don&rsquo;t know how feasible that is, considering how young her actor must be, but they&rsquo;ve given crumbs since the beginning with her.</p>
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Question: <p>what exactly is the difference between a cleric and a wizard? </p>
Answer: <p>I mean, there&rsquo;s a few ways of looking at this.</p><p>Clerics are protective, wizards are offensive.</p><p>Clerics&rsquo; main stat is Wisdom, wizard&rsquo;s main stat is Intelligence.</p><p>Clerics gain their powers from a divine source, wizards gain powers from study and practice.</p><p>Clerics tend to be hardier, wizards tend to be glass cannons.</p><p>However, since these terms were how Mike sees the Party, I think we need to see things a different way.</p><p>Ultimately, I think Will gets Cleric because Mike sees him as the one who selflessly takes care of the rest of them, but also as the one he likes best. A cleric is probably the class a paladin would best get along with, provided they followed the same, or similar, god.</p>
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Question: <p>I think I called you our mom but dad works too  You are our fav Byler tumblr page and person too</p>
Answer: <p>Ah, well, no worries. Thank you for the compliment!</p>
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Question: <p>Some people say Will is a cleric some say he's a wizard. It's so confusing. Literally the only thing they can agree on is that he's a magic user. His costume gave off wizard vibes but I don't even know. &#129396;&#129396;</p>
Answer: <p>Will the Wise, the D&amp;D character, is a wizard.</p><p>Will Byers, the person, is a Cleric.</p><p>Mike defined each of the Party using D&amp;D classes, but he wasn&rsquo;t going by the classes they play as. It was how he sees them as a group.</p>
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Question: <p>Karen? Oh Jesus, no... Imagine the awful state Mike would be in, especially with Will being Vecnad at some point as well&#128566;</p>
Answer: <p>It would be immensely sad, especially as we&rsquo;ve gotten to know Karen a bit more. I&rsquo;m hoping I&rsquo;m wrong about this. I just figure there has to be a reason she has a poster. If she enters the main plot, she instantly becomes a person for the Death Watch list. </p><p>Then again, Nancy has to get her badassery from somewhere, so maybe Karen gets Nancy&rsquo;s guns and&hellip;</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think there is a chance that Mike actually tells his mom that he loves her ( when she is about to die or when she is already dead ) and this is Mikes monologue? </p>
Answer: <p>I had considered that, even back when we first learned of his monologue. Now that we&rsquo;ve seen volume 1, though, I don&rsquo;t think they&rsquo;ve really set up his relationship with his mom enough for that to have the impact such a moment deserves.</p><p>I was really hoping for a moment for Mike similar to the one Nancy and Karen had in season 3. Whether he had it with Karen, Ted, Nancy, or whoever, Mike needs to have that moment that tells him he should be following his heart, not what he&rsquo;s told.</p>
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Question: <p>I'm sorry for misgendering you the other day.</p>
Answer: <p>I can&rsquo;t say I even noticed that you did, so no worries. Besides, like I said, that stuff doesn&rsquo;t bother me.</p>
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Question: <p>Dustin???? That&rsquo;s interesting </p>
Answer: <p>I figure it&rsquo;s only a matter of time before his curiosity gets him into trouble. He hasn&rsquo;t fully internalized Mr. Clarke&rsquo;s warning about science being neat, but not forgiving. He leans way too much towards the &ldquo;neat&rdquo; side.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t want him to die, but he often seems too excited to properly appreciate the danger.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you have a personal top five for the characters that are most likely to die in Vol 2? </p>
Answer: <p>I made a post well before season 4 where I tried to sort the likelihood of death for various characters. It admittedly wasn&rsquo;t based on a whole lot.</p><p>Now that we&rsquo;ve seen where things are heading, the ones I&rsquo;m most worried about are, in no particular order, Eddie, Argyle, Dustin, Dmitri, and Karen (there has to be a reason she got a poster).</p>
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Question: <p>Hey, so sorry if you&rsquo;ve answered this before, but what pronouns do you use? :-)</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t get caught up in pronouns, personally, but I realize how important it can be for others. I suppose I&rsquo;d prefer he/him. I do go by Mr professionally, even if I hate how old such titles make me feel. It&rsquo;s just the way of things in a school.</p><p>I&rsquo;ve had students refer to me using feminine titles (Ms, for example). Whether it&rsquo;s a genuine mistake or they&rsquo;re trying to get a rise out of me, I just reply that I take no offense as I don&rsquo;t consider it bad to be a woman.</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 687128782184857600
Date: 2022-06-15 12:44:31 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/687128782184857600
Slug: do-you-think-that-when-el-comes-back-from-the-lab
Reblog key: abaTzEwB
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Do you think that when El comes back from the Lab Mike will start ignoring Will again because of her ?</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, isn&rsquo;t that just the million dollar question&hellip;</p><p>On the one hand, they&rsquo;ll be getting El right after a near-death experience (the explosion), not to mention what she went through in the lab, so I&rsquo;m sure he&rsquo;s going to be very concerned for her. To be fair, the others should be very concerned for her, also.</p><p>On the other hand, if Mike is going to have any character growth, they have to start to show him not turning into his worst self every time she is around.</p><p>I just hope the entire California plotline doesn&rsquo;t get reduced to Mike and El once they reunite.</p>
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Question: <p>https://www.instagram.com/p/CQIEVsEp_G5/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y%3D wait look at this, i've never seen it. based on the hashtags, it looks like this is them maybe pulling into hawkins. and it makes sense because it was posted just before filming started in new mexico. looks like el and mike at the back, and will in the middle. i think it might be stand ins or stunt doubles in there though, 'el' and 'mike' don't look like millie and finn at all hahaha</p>
Answer: <p>I knew exactly what this was before I even opened it. I remember seeing this a long time ago. It&rsquo;s the stand-ins, not the actually actors. The Pizza Van is different, too. </p><p>It seems to definitely be them pulling into Hawkins in the aftermath of something. </p>
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Question: <p>I keep seeing people saying what if they pull an Infinity War on us, but I had an equally horrifying thought what if they pull a Breaking Dawn? </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m afraid I don&rsquo;t get the reference.</p>
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Question: <p>Noah's a great actor. I think as more seasons go by the more the gp acknowledge his performance in s2. But other than that, I find that some people don't seem to take Noah seriously for some reason. </p>
Answer: <p>People might not take him seriously because he seems to have a reputation as a goofball. I&rsquo;d think that would make his good acting stand out even more, though. </p>
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Question: <p>I was just reading some of your answers about Vecna, and a thought crossed my mind what could be the odds of Will actually being able to manipulate the mind flayer? I'm not completely sure if he is still around, but maybe as we saw Max getting into Vecna's dimension, maybe Will could be able to take control over the mf.</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t know about that, exactly, but I have had similar thoughts. I&rsquo;ve always envisioned the Mindflayer to be Will&rsquo;s Shadow (in the Jungian sense), so it is essentially a part of him, a dark side that he&rsquo;s always pushed down. With Brenner&rsquo;s message about not being whole unless you accept all of yourself, the good and the bad, I do wonder if Will might accept the Mindflayer as a part of himself, and, perhaps, that might be the source of his powers.</p><p>The Mindflayer is still around, but it may be weakened. The smokey physical form, possibly the part that came out of Will, can be briefly seen in a glass enclosure in the volume 2 teaser.</p>
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Question: <p>I hope this doesn't come across as rude or hateful towards the actor because it's definitely not what I'm intending here. Anyways. If I'm being honest, I'm slightly disappointed in Millie Bobby Brown for wearing a shaved-head-wig this time. </p><p>This might be me being old-fashioned, but I really like when actors attempt to engage with their characters, trying to put themselves in their shoes when it comes to the character's good and bad times. </p><p>To me, these attempts not only make a performance way more compelling, but it also feels like the actor actually cares about the art in performing authentically, with money and fame being important, yet secondary priorities.</p><p>Now, I know Millie has a busy schedule, so maybe that's why she decided to wear a wig or extensions, but the character Eleven was the one that brought her there, so it's meant to be special, isn't it? She could have easily worn wigs for her other projects. At least that what I would have done.</p><p>I know other actors had wig as well, but with El and her beautiful main arc that is finding out who she really is, it would have been such a nice statement.</p><p>Does that make sense?</p>
Answer: <p>I see what you&rsquo;re saying, but I think it&rsquo;s putting an unfair burden on actors to expect them to alter their bodies for a role. I believe she did legit cut her hair off for season 1, and that was a big deal that they basically had to talk her into. </p><p>As nice as it may be for an actor to send a message with something like this, I still think it&rsquo;s unfair to put expectations on actors to alter their bodies for our sake. Whatever reasons she may have had for wearing a wig, whether it was her choice or the show&rsquo;s, whether it was vanity or something else, is neither her nor there, really. It&rsquo;s her hair. I get where you&rsquo;re coming from, but it is what it is.</p>
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Question: <p>I feel like El would be more moved hearing the only real papa she&rsquo;s ever had saying &ldquo;I love you&rdquo;. Hopper&rsquo;s fatherly love would be extremely meaningful and needed. She doesn&rsquo;t need a teen who probably asked questions about her mother, to avoid or get her to stop kissing him. Dad&#128077; Boy&#128078;</p>
Answer: <p>I agree.</p><p>After El&rsquo;s issues with Papa and the other lab kids, I think having a scene where she realizes what a loving family she has now would be the most impactful for her. </p><p>However, I&rsquo;m not convinced Hopper and the others makes it back from Russia this season. I hope I&rsquo;m wrong, as I really want to see that reunion, but I haven&rsquo;t seen anything that points to it.</p>
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Question: <p>I was just reading an interview with the duffer brothers and found this interesting: 'I was looking back at Season 1, Season 2, and I was like, &lsquo;The action was a lot more spread out.&rsquo; Now, it&rsquo;s crammed together,&rdquo; Matt recalls. &ldquo;We didn&rsquo;t fully know how truly long the episodes were until they started to be edited, and then we went, &lsquo;Oh.&rsquo; But I like it now.&rdquo; I have this feeling that even though they've liked how the seasons turned out, that they probably want to go back to the basics next season and just follow two-three plotlines like in the earlier seasons, rather than have all these seperate plotlines. It seems like season 4 was particularly difficult to produce, and I feel like they'll want to go with a different vibe next season anyway, because they sort of treat the seasons like movie sequels. Last season was meant to mimic a huge 80's blockbuster, while this season was meant to mimic something darker, such as a movie like nightmare on elm street. I wonder what vibe they'd want to go with next season. </p>
Answer: <p>I feel like taking a step back for the final season would be a mistake. They&rsquo;ve basically set a new standard for themselves this season. I can accept that unusual circumstances allowed for an unusual result, but following up with a season that is much shorter to wrap up the show seems like a misstep. It&rsquo;s the final season. People are going to be expecting them to go out with a bang. I can certainly get behind making things less complex with fewer simultaneous, but separate, storylines, though. </p>
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Question: <p>Did they ever explain how Brenner has survived? I mean it's been hinted that he's still alive but as far as I remember he just... like... came back. </p>
Answer: <p>No, they didn&rsquo;t. If I had to guess, it was a combination of luck, as the demogorgon was still pursuing the kids, and perhaps playing dead to make it lose interest.</p>
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Question: <p>I wish someone would gif the part where Will reacts to 11 pulling out that monster from her leg at the Starcourt Mall. Now that's what you call real acting!</p>
Answer: <p>The kid is a talented actor. I don&rsquo;t know why he doesn&rsquo;t get more respect, to be honest. Even after season 2, I don&rsquo;t remember seeing the general audience talking much about him.</p>
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Question: <p>mike genuinely telling el he loves her romantically would come very out of the blue. for that to even make sense narratively, they'd need to show him having a moment of realization in vol 2, we need to see how/why he's all of a sudden able to say that he loves her lol. it'd be weird for him to exclaim his undying love for her without the audience seeing any of his thought processes or moments that led to him realizing this </p>
Answer: <p>Agreed. As it stands now, it would make no sense. If he says it only because he thinks El is in danger, then that&rsquo;s not romantic. There&rsquo;s no reason for him to be denying himself a happy relationship with her if he really does love her. There&rsquo;s nothing for him to be scared of since he knows she feels that way already.</p><p>For comparison, a confession like that to Will would make sense because it would have been something Mike was afraid of, something that only a greater fear (losing him) would overcome. With El, there&rsquo;s no good reason for him not telling her already unless the truth is that he doesn&rsquo;t.</p>
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Question: <p>Curious as to how they'll handle the California plot in volume two. Because right now, it feels like filler. The boys going to free El isn't even going to be relevant now that she has her powers back and doesn't need their help. And nothing else they're doing ties into the main plot. It's been a weird choice overall and I'm curious where they plan on taking this</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, I&rsquo;m curious about that, too. The Pizza Party isn&rsquo;t really going to do anything of value to save her after working so hard to find her. They&rsquo;re really just going to be her ride. It&rsquo;ll probably be an El dominated storyline at that point, with the contributions of the others coming in only as how it relates to El and her mission. I don&rsquo;t even know how much time they&rsquo;ll give to Will and Jonathan having sibling moments with her. The apparent expected story is that they&rsquo;ll take her to the pizza restaurant, put her in a bathtub, things happen, then they go to Hawkins. Oh, and, somewhere in there, Mike supposedly is suddenly able to admit he loves her? </p><p>Unless there&rsquo;s some big twist in there, that&rsquo;s going to be bad writing and a waste of several good characters and talented actors.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi! I really hope byler becomes canon, but What do you think of that scene that Mike said &ldquo;Cause I love her and I can&rsquo;t lose her again&rdquo; and the scene when he couldn&rsquo;t say it but he admits he haven&rsquo;t felt that way before. I don&rsquo;t want to doubt, but that scene makes me wonder if Mike really loves her like that and he couldn&rsquo;t express her feelings. </p>
Answer: <p>i’ve been thinking about that too. it was heat of the moment, which could mean one of two things: the truth (i love her) spilled out with the intensity of the situation, or the intensity caused mike to say untrue things without thinking. </p><p>apart from heat of the moment situations, he can’t bring himself to say he loves el. his love language is acts of service, so that’s why i’m trying to remain at least partially unbiased. we’ll see how it goes in a little over 2 weeks!</p>
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Question: <p>i could be wrong about this, but i dont think mike has never told el, to her face, that he loves her. has he? if my memory doesn&rsquo;t fail me i think the only time he says it AT ALL is when he vents to the whole party about how he &ldquo;loves her and can&rsquo;t lose her again&rdquo;. he never says it again, not even when she says &ldquo;i love you too&rdquo; at the end of s3. i think that&rsquo;s why he seems so surprised when she kisses him right after, although i&rsquo;m not sure if it&rsquo;s because he does love her back romantically but realises it&rsquo;s way harder to say it to her face or because he doesn&rsquo;t love her back -at least not how she wants to be loved- and doesn&rsquo;t know how to let her down. i hope it&rsquo;s the second option, but couldn&rsquo;t the fact that he&rsquo;s never said it to her directly justify the whole &ldquo;he has to learn how to tell her he loves her&rdquo; arc m!leven shippers believe will happen? idk its so hard to ship byler while also being overly skeptic! i&rsquo;m always second guessing hahaha</p>
Answer: <p>Don&rsquo;t feel bad for being a skeptic. It means you aren&rsquo;t taking things at face value, which isn&rsquo;t a bad thing. </p><p>No, he&rsquo;s never told her he loves her. That&rsquo;s the entire reason El got mad at him. He can&rsquo;t even <i>write </i>it.</p><p>After all of this buildup of him <i>not </i>loving her, and no buildup towards him figuring out why he can&rsquo;t say it, it would make no sense if he suddenly does. I mean, I can feasibly see him saying it out of desperation if it looks like she&rsquo;s going to die, but that is just more of what happened in season 3 where it was more about him being afraid of her dying again. That certainly wouldn&rsquo;t be a romantic confession, and I&rsquo;d hope El wouldn&rsquo;t believe it.</p><p>In the event that they do intend for Mike to say it and mean it, then they better explain the hell out of why their relationship was such crap. Saying &ldquo;I love you&rdquo; does not fix a bad relationship, and the Duffers shouldn&rsquo;t make it look like it does.</p>
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Question: <p>most insiders that have already watched vol.2 are saying we're being queerbaited because mike's monologue is going to be him saying he loves eleven while she's tranced and fighting vecna in a state of panic. and I feel disheartened because it's what we've been fearing the most. why would they queerbait us so hard during pride month? </p>
Answer: <p>Why would &ldquo;insiders&rdquo; have seen volume 2 already, and why would they be sharing information about it?</p><p>Does nobody else ask these sorts of questions when they get information?</p>
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Question: <p>i'm rewatching s1-3 and just realised that i still have no idea how El knew who Will was and that he was stuck in the upside down. did I miss something...</p>
Answer: <p>Nope. As far as we can tell, she just somehow knew.</p>
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Question: <p>Are you surprised that they&rsquo;re showing us that Nancy survives Vecna after leaving us on a cliffhanger?</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, I already knew that because of set photos I saw a while back that haven&rsquo;t happened on screen yet. Still, it does seem like an odd decision for the general audience. There&rsquo;s no tension over whether she&rsquo;ll survive now. We just don&rsquo;t know how she gets out.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think Argyle will die and/or get involved with the final battle? I find it hard to see what his role would be in season 5 but he doesn&rsquo;t seem to have &ldquo;earned&rdquo; a death narrative yet speaking. Yet at the same time, ST doesn&rsquo;t usually remove supporting characters from the storyline without killing them </p>
Answer: <p>I really wonder about Argyle. </p><p>He&rsquo;s disconnected from the overall plot, he has no major connections to other characters besides Jonathan, and he&rsquo;s a part of the least important storyline. I feel like he&rsquo;s just, well, expendable, and that&rsquo;s really sad. </p><p>I also have no idea what they&rsquo;d do with him after this season. I don&rsquo;t see the Byers returning to California, and I don&rsquo;t see Argyle staying in Hawkins. You&rsquo;re right, supporting characters don&rsquo;t usually just leave. I mean, they did it with some of the other students, like Troy and Steve&rsquo;s friends, but they were never a part of the supernatural stuff (aside from Troy&rsquo;s encounters with El). Argyle would know too much at this point.</p>
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Question: <p>hey! what are your thoughts on the &ldquo;you never say it&rdquo; &ldquo;i say it&rdquo; and &ldquo;i didn&rsquo;t say it&rdquo; &ldquo;you didn&rsquo;t have to&rdquo; parallel?</p>
Answer: <p>I think it just shows how completely different byler and m*leven are. And how Mike understands/pays attention to  Will more. </p><p>Mike was oblivious to how El was being bullied for a year , or how she was upset over his &ldquo;from Mike&rdquo; letters  , or her discomfort with angela - cause she <b>didn&rsquo;t say anything</b>. Even when el looked upset over the letter with her flowers- he completely missed her frowning. </p><p>But , while Mike was supposedly ignoring Will infavor of El. We see he was 100% paying attention to Will&rsquo;s non verbal cues:  rolling his eyes, not talking etc . To the point mike says it &ldquo;ruined his day&rdquo; to see Will like that.  Not the first time Mike noticed Will was off while Will was unaware Mike noticed. S2, Mike worried about Will : &ldquo;he&rsquo;s <b>quiet</b>&rdquo;. Lucas : &ldquo;he&rsquo;s always quiet&rdquo;. </p><p>It shows who he knows better or at the least who he  is ACTUALLY paying more attention to deep down.  </p><p>This isn&rsquo;t the first direct contrast between the pairings- post<b><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/648918424639127552/byler-vs-mieven-parallels"> here about all the contrasts between the 2 pairings in s1-3. </a></b></p>
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Question: <p>Wait so if what people are saying is true and Henry Creel/001 really is El&rsquo;s dad, do you think there would be a parallel to Star Wars with the whole &ldquo;Luke, I am your father&rdquo; thing?</p>
Answer: <p>That would be an interesting angle. I could see them doing something like that. It would make me want El and Will to be twins separated at birth, or otherwise genuinely related, even more, though.</p><p>El is the Luke of the story, with the actual training and the hope of the world on her shoulders. Will is Leia, who is also superpowered, but untrained, only maybe this time, unlike with Star Wars, that part of the story actually goes somewhere.</p><p>I never understood why they bothered revealing Leia to be Luke&rsquo;s sister and a fellow &ldquo;last hope&rdquo; considering it went nowhere. Don&rsquo;t talk to me about the sequel trilogy. That was just&hellip;ugh.</p>
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Question: <p>Very heartfelt to call your gf a thing i guess</p>
Answer: <p>Mike is only romantic when talking to Will, and, even then, quite possibly because he doesn&rsquo;t realize he&rsquo;s being romantic. He&rsquo;s not putting on a role. It&rsquo;s just him listening to his feelings. </p><p>With El, it&rsquo;s all about trying to force something that isn&rsquo;t really there. I suppose we can commend him a little bit for not saying he loves her if he doesn&rsquo;t mean it, but he&rsquo;s still lying about it. I&rsquo;d give a more sarcastic &ldquo;very heartfelt&rdquo; comment in regards to their relationship being a web of lies.</p>
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Question: <p>What's the difference between ur childhood bff telling you "you're the best thing I've ever done" as opposed to then saying "the most important thing in the world" to their gf?</p>
Answer: <p>To me?</p><p>The difference is that only one of those is something a boy is ever expected to say to someone. Also, just based on how the lines were delivered, only one of them had the appropriate emotion behind it.</p>
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Question: <p>ET was going to be a horror film???</p>
Answer: <p>Not only that, but it was loosely inspired by the Kelly-Hopkinsville encounter! It was going to be called &ldquo;Night Skies&rdquo; and feature an alien research team terrorizing a farm, mutilating animals and attempting to do the same to the family. It got pretty far into pre-production, and had multiple aliens with different personalities and designs, including a clawed leader alien the script called &ldquo;Skar.&rdquo;</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="456" data-orig-width="800"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e6d8454be43875e6d2b230d7241dcb8f/e1e2237259d35a59-0f/s640x960/dba5396bf257ed25d22b741732fdc4f8451f42ce.png" data-orig-height="456" data-orig-width="800"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="875" data-orig-width="931"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d7d32c7b027b97e2f3a91d3346ee603e/e1e2237259d35a59-d7/s640x960/68ae62fb155d65c49c1b7d925730116e727da77e.png" data-orig-height="875" data-orig-width="931"/></figure></div><p>The thing is, this version already had the friendship between a little boy and one of the aliens, a younger one named &ldquo;Buddee&rdquo; that would have also been mistreated by the other aliens for being &ldquo;deformed&rdquo; or &ldquo;imperfect&rdquo; in some way.  Everyone involved found this subplot so much more compelling that the role of the &ldquo;evil&rdquo; aliens began to shrink and was finally cut completely, leaving only Buddee, who became E.T.</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;m gonna preface this by saying that I hope Byler doesn&rsquo;t end up being canon, and in my opinion they&rsquo;re taking the route that Will is going to confess, and Mike will friendzone him as he doesn&rsquo;t feel the same way. I want Mileven to be together as it&rsquo;ll make me happy. Hope I&rsquo;m not being aggressive.</p><p>Anyway. I don&rsquo;t really understand what Duffers are trying to accomplish in the story now. They are making sure that we know Will is gay without stating it at this point. They are giving us Byler scenes that contain typical romance movie tropes. They are subtly trying to hint there&rsquo;s a possibility that Mike isn&rsquo;t in love with El. So what&rsquo;s the point? Why are they basically going to have Mike reject Will and say he loves El? Why would you make it look like a story is going a certain direction (Byler + Single El) then proceed to make the opposite happen (Mileven + Single Will) in just few seconds?</p><p>Then them having Mike say in season 2 that asking Will to be his friend is the best thing he&rsquo;s ever done (Not meeting the girl he&rsquo;s in love with lmao), then in season 3 saying that she&rsquo;s the most important thing to him in the world (I can&rsquo;t believe what he said in the shed has changed and now that he became closer to El some memory with her replaced meeting Will?? I highly doubt that and if that was the case I&rsquo;d laugh).</p><p>This semi-love triangle in general is confusing. Though they don&rsquo;t know the fate of characters or what will happen, there&rsquo;s copious amounts of Byler content on the various Netflix social media - to the point you can easily forget about the existence of Mileven - which there&rsquo;s barely any mention of.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t trust Duffers at all it just gives off bait vibes.</p>
Answer: <p>You&rsquo;re not being aggressive at all. I appreciate how you&rsquo;ve respectfully addressed this with me considering you probably know my stance on who Mike should be with.</p><p>The only reason I could see for them to go with this love triangle is to compare and contrast the relationships. Sorry to say, but Mike and El just bring out the worst in each other. They rushed into a relationship based on one week together and one year apart, a year in which they built up fantasy versions of each other in their minds. When they finally did get together, they just didn&rsquo;t work. They don&rsquo;t know each other, they have nothing in common, and they lie to each other. Mike and Will bring out the best in each other, though. They do know each other, they have things in common, and they&rsquo;re (mostly) honest with each other.</p><p>I can&rsquo;t see any reason for them to set the narrative up like this if they didn&rsquo;t want us to compare how Mike is with both of them, as well as how both of them are with him. El was happier in season 3 when they were apart, and she showed more character (and personal) development. Much the same is happening now, as she hasn&rsquo;t really thought about him since she left, instead learning more about her past and probably finding closure with Brenner. Will is miserable when distanced from Mike, which makes sense when you realize they&rsquo;ve known each other since kindergarten.</p><p>It would make no sense for Mike to reject Will. It does nothing for either of their stories, and, in fact, takes away all that Will (currently) has left in terms of a place on the show. It makes all the buildup for Will and Mike since season 1. Meanwhile, Mike and El got their buildup during season 2. They&rsquo;re no longer in that phase. We got to see them together, and it&rsquo;s just not good. It makes no sense for Mike and El to magically repair their problems, for Mike to magically be able to tell El he loves her and for El to no longer cling to him or lie to him.</p><p>There&rsquo;s no outcome for this that makes us both happy, I&rsquo;m afraid, but this is the situation the Duffers have written. To me, there&rsquo;s only one outcome that makes sense with what they&rsquo;ve set up. El is going to grow as a person, accepting her good and her bad, and realize that she was using Mike as a security blanket that she no longer needs. Mike is going to realize that he was in a forced relationship that started for the wrong reasons, just like his parents. Will is going to get the courage to tell Mike how he really feels. I suppose Mike could still reject Will and we can all be mad together, but that still makes his entire story a waste, in my opinion.</p>
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Question: <p>&ldquo;Joyce says time is funny like that. Emotions can make it speed up or slow down. We&rsquo;re all time travellers if you think about it.&rdquo;</p><p>I thought El&rsquo;s letter was a brilliant bit of foreshadowing. Excited to see what else they do with time in Vol. 2. </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m really hoping the only time travelling is metaphorical. Let it be about facing and accepting pieces of yourself and your past, rather than some actual time travel shenanigans.</p><p>Though, between that and seeing Henry messing around with the clock, it seems almost guaranteed that something involving time manipulation will happen.</p>
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Question: <p>I still don't understand why Billy is more popular overall in the fandom then Jonathan. Jon is actually a good guy. Yes he'd flawed but overall a good person. Billy on the other hand, was always an abusive asshole, even before getting possessed. He was never a good guy or very sympathetic. And despite the writers trying hard to make us believe Max would spend all that time grieving over him, he never once showed he cared about her. Not until the very end when they tried to pull a Vader like redemption arc on him. It didn't work. I still felt nothing when he died. Yet despite all this, Jon remains the least liked out of the older teens. Even Billy has a bigger fanbase.</p>
Answer: <p><i><b>Vecna </b></i>is more popular than Jonathan among a frighteningly high portion of the population. I&rsquo;m not even talking about Peter/001, which is already disturbing enough. I mean Vecna.</p><p>People are weird.</p>
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Question: <p>Has anyone pointed out the parallel between Jason right after he learned about Chrissy's death and Mike in S1 after they found Will's body? They both storm out without saying a word, while the other people in the group (and Lucas was there both times!) call their names and try to get them to stay/talk. It struck me on my rewatch!</p>
Answer: <p>Mike and Jason are both highly emotional leaders, so they have that in common. They are both devoted to people close to them, and are both prone to making rash decisions. I almost see the basketball team as a sort of dark(ish) reflection of the Party. For all their flaws, they do seem loyal to each other, just as the Party is.</p>
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Question: <p>I honestly get so confused because a mutual understand and acceptance sounds to me like them talking things out and Mike accepting his own feelings???? Am I being delusional???</p>
Answer: <p>It can really mean a lot of things, including what you&rsquo;ve said. That&rsquo;s what makes it both frustrating and the perfect interview answer.</p>
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Question: <p>&ldquo;Joyce says time is funny like that. Emotions can make it speed up or slow down. We&rsquo;re all time travellers if you think about it.&rdquo;</p><p>I thought El&rsquo;s letter was a brilliant bit of foreshadowing. Excited to see what else they do with time in Vol. 2. </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m really hoping the only time travelling is metaphorical. Let it be about facing and accepting pieces of yourself and your past, rather than some actual time travel shenanigans.</p><p>Though, between that and seeing Henry messing around with the clock, it seems almost guaranteed that something involving time manipulation will happen.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think it&rsquo;s concerning that none of the Cali gang is any of the new stills with the Hawkins gang? It may just be that they don&rsquo;t want to spoil the reunion yet, but the stills they&rsquo;ve shown seem like pivotal moments in the final battle(s) so somewhat worries me. We have all these beautiful theories about Byler&rsquo;s importance, Will and/or Mike getting Vecna&rsquo;d, etc. and a part of me is worrying that the Cali gang won&rsquo;t interact with any of the supernatural stuff until maybe the very end. God I hope not. </p>
Answer: <p>The stills we got are probably all from episode 8. I imagine they get back to Hawkins either towards the end of episode 8 or the beginning of episode 9. </p><p>Episode 9 is around 2.5 hours long. That&rsquo;s like two episodes in one. That&rsquo;s about as long as Avengers: Infinity War. A lot can happen there.</p>
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Question: <p>Sometimes it feels like the duffers don&rsquo;t know their characters? And don&rsquo;t know what to do with them? Of course Mike was sad over El in s2 but in s1 he was the most focused in the party on finding Will. &ldquo;I&rsquo;m the only one acting normal here! I&rsquo;m the only one who cares about Will.&rdquo; Do the duffers remember? They wrote that!!</p>
Answer: <p>I think the Duffers remember more than they want us to think they do.</p>
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Question: <p>How come there are no solo Will Byers stills?</p>
Answer: <p>He&rsquo;s not be promoting as a big part of the show. It&rsquo;s that simple. There&rsquo;s either going to be a big surprise, or they&rsquo;re just going to have a pointless character on their hands.</p>
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Question: <p>I think the Duffers did not expect Will to be such a beloved character so they don't know what more to write for himEven Shawn Levy likened Noah's S2 acting to having a Ferrari in a garage and it being unleashed on us (paraphrasing)Noah deserves better writers and more screen time.</p>
Answer: <p>He was one of the biggest parts of season 2. If they didn&rsquo;t expect big things from him, that is a very questionable choice on their part. </p>
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Question: <p>I can't wait for Noah's appearance on Jimmy Fallon.  I have a feeling he's gonna talk about Byler and his viral tweet</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s going to take a lot more than that for me to be able to stomach Jimmy Fallon. I trust you all will be posting about whatever he does end up talking about.</p>
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Question: <p>I hope you are staying safe, hydrated and fed  We love you so much</p>
Answer: <p>Yes, yes, and yes. Thank you.</p><p>Well, I&rsquo;m mostly safe, I guess. A couple Asks I&rsquo;ve gotten in the past few days has me wondering if someone is trying to find out my real identity. Fortunately, they seem to be barking up the wrong tree. It&rsquo;s still unsettling, though.</p>
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Question: <p>We talk a lot about the sidelining of Mike and Will this season, but at least they seem to have an arc that will (hopefully) result in canon reciprocated Byler or at the very least some meaningful understanding/acceptance and Will coming out. But what is Jonathan&rsquo;s arc this season? Is his purpose this season really just to be the aimless stoner kid who is kinda just &ldquo;there&rdquo; and who is losing his girlfriend to Steve? He seems to have literally nothing to do. </p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, Jonathan is really getting the short end of the stick, isn&rsquo;t it? At least we get to see he&rsquo;s still a first-rate brother. He&rsquo;s really only aimless when he&rsquo;s stoned, and he&rsquo;s mostly stoned in an attempt to deal with his anxiety over Nancy. I&rsquo;m thinking he&rsquo;ll be himself for the remainder of the season.</p><p>I imagine we&rsquo;ll see more protective big-brother Jonathan as we race to the finish.</p>
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Question: <p>Is the interview where it's mentioned that Finn has an "emotional monologue" fake? I saw there was a fake Finn interview, but I'm not sure if it's the same.</p>
Answer: <p>The one that has him saying that the monologue is about Mike himself is fake. That&rsquo;s why there&rsquo;s only a &ldquo;screenshot&rdquo; of it, no links.</p>
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Question: <p>People making fun of Will being a third wheel and friendzoned by Mike need to wash their mouth with soap</p>
Answer: <p>The glee with which a (hopefully unrepresentative) segment of the audience talks about Will being sidelined and heartbroken is an indication of the real problem.</p><p>Some people are just assholes. They&rsquo;re the Angela&rsquo;s of the fandom. </p>
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Question: <p>So you're still optimistic but irritated by the Duffer's lies? Sorry, I'm bad at these things. I just wanted to make sure. You don't have to reply if this ask makes it worse.</p>
Answer: <p>More or less, yes.</p><p>There&rsquo;s simply too much there for it to be building up to heartbreak for Will. Why do a slowburn rejection like that?</p>
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Question: <p>Wait, what happened? Why are you so pessimistic towards Byler now? You seemed so optimistic the last few weeks. Sorry if you're not pessimistic and I'm just misinterpreting things again.</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m not pessimistic. I&rsquo;m just struggling to reconcile certain things that seem contradictory, such as the Duffers&rsquo; own comments. Honestly, the easiest explanation is that the Duffers will lie to hide things.</p>
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Question: <p>Hey ! How are you? </p><p>I don&rsquo;t want to sound negative but in one interview Finn said at the end Will and Mike will have a mutual acceptance ( the interview ask was aabout Wills feelings ) &hellip; idk why but this sounds kinda negative to me ( I don&rsquo;t really remember if that&rsquo;s exactly what he said sorry ) </p><p>Sorry for my bad English lmao. I hope you have a great day and stay safe! &lt;3 </p>
Answer: <p>[<a href="https://href.li/?https://www.digitalspy.com/tv/ustv/a40079884/stranger-things-will-gay-lgbtq-queer/">Here&rsquo;s the article link.</a>]</p><p>I actually have a few asks about this right now so y'all are definitely not alone in this anxiety :)</p><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p><i>During a recent interview with Finn Wolfhard, Digital Spy asked if Will&rsquo;s feelings for Mike are indeed &ldquo;shifting towards a more endearing, kind of heartfelt, romantic affection&rdquo;. To which Finn replied: &ldquo;Yeah. </i><b><i>I think you find out slowly through the season, Will&rsquo;s kind of love towards Mike and I think it&rsquo;s a really beautiful thing.</i></b><i>&rdquo;</i><br/><br/><i>Sounds sort of gay to us, even if it is a teensy bit vague still. Platonic love between men is a thing, after all. But Finn also goes on to say that &ldquo;</i><b><i>there&rsquo;s probably a mutual understanding and an acceptance</i></b><i>&rdquo; from Mike&rsquo;s side of the friendship.</i></p></blockquote><p>Honestly, I&rsquo;m confused why so many Bylers are interpreting this as a bad sign. First of all, all interview answers are purposely vague, and they&rsquo;re more hints than anything concrete, so I wouldn&rsquo;t put too much stock in it. </p><p>Secondly, I really think <b>&ldquo;mutual understanding and acceptance&rdquo; could go either way in terms of what it means for Byler</b>. It could mean that Mike is understanding and accepting, and they stay friends, and that&rsquo;s it. <b>But I don&rsquo;t see any reason why it couldn&rsquo;t also have been intended as them having mutual feelings</b>, and they come to a mutual understanding and acceptance that way. It definitely doesn&rsquo;t discourage me because some level of &ldquo;mutual understanding and acceptance&rdquo; is what I&rsquo;m expecting as the resolution to their story, whether Byler is canon or not. </p><p>Last, he also says that Will&rsquo;s love toward Mike is &ldquo;a really beautiful thing&rdquo; and I can&rsquo;t help but think he wouldn&rsquo;t say that if it were really going to end in heartbreak and rejection, even if Will and Mike agree to stay friends or something. </p>
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Question: <p>If Mike doesn&rsquo;t reciprocate Will&rsquo;s feelings, then I really don&rsquo;t understand what happened to Mike between s2 and s3. Like, I get that he was interested in his girlfriend and all that but he seems almost like a different person to me. I loved Mike from the first moment and he&rsquo;ll always, always be my favourite and I see so much of myself in him but if his behavior is reduced to being worried about his gf and only caring about her then I&rsquo;ll have to reconsider. After s2 we knew Mike and El were together but I never, ever thought Mike would change so much so that every other trait of his personality would be completely overshadowed (if not in relation to his gf). I never thought he&rsquo;d forget about his friends and ignore them. Now, in vol. 1, the general audience thinks they&rsquo;re heading towards a big &ldquo;i love you&rdquo; moment to El: and okay, I get that it might have been him struggling to express his feelings, but what about the rest? Mike is not only struggling about that. There&rsquo;s more to his character. Are we ever going to see it again? Even one of his most prominent traits this season (his leadership) has resurfaced now that he has to find El because she&rsquo;s in danger. It&rsquo;s all about his girlfriend. What about him?</p>
Answer: <p>There was something in Beyond Stranger Things post season 2 (I think) where they were talking about Mike&rsquo;s behavior and mindset. It bothered me then, and it still bothers me now. The Duffers tries to explain Mike&rsquo;s behavior as being him all depressed and broken down over El&rsquo;s death. They said that taking care of Will brought him back into the light, or something along those lines. The suggestion there was that Mike&rsquo;s worry over Will had less to do with Mike caring about him and more to do with Mike feeling better about himself by taking care of him. It was this idea that Mike only did it because he failed to save El. </p><p>While that explanation does set up Mike ignoring Will post-season 2, it flies in the face of not only Mike&rsquo;s season 2 behavior, but also his season 1 behavior. They can try to write off Mike taking care of Will as him just needing to take care of someone, but it doesn&rsquo;t change the fact that Mike was incredibly intimate with Will, right down to how emotional he got while relaying the day they met. I don&rsquo;t know about you guys, but I don&rsquo;t exactly have that vivid of a memory from when I was 5. That was an important memory to Mike.</p><p>It also doesn&rsquo;t explain why Mike was so Will-focused in season 1. When faced with the realization that El was lying (she wasn&rsquo;t, but he thought she was) about Will being alive, he was furious. He broke down, leaving her behind as he went home to seek comfort. He lovingly looked through Will&rsquo;s drawings in mourning, being agitated by El&rsquo;s presence. This doesn&rsquo;t sound like someone who valued this girl over his best friend.</p><p>Mike&rsquo;s change in behavior doesn&rsquo;t make sense if there&rsquo;s not more there than we&rsquo;re meant to realize. I don&rsquo;t really trust anything the Duffers say at this point, but that moment in Beyond Stranger Things was almost insulting. The suggestion that Mike had a stronger emotional bond with a girl he knew for a week than the boy he&rsquo;s known for 8 years is laughable. Mike hasn&rsquo;t just paid more attention to El than Will. He flat out ignores Will when El is around. That makes no sense with the boy we met in season 1, or the one we saw take care of Will in season 2.</p><p>I can totally buy him feeling terrible for failing to protect El. I can even buy him feeling guilty over it because he might blame himself for putting her in that situation. I cannot, however, believe he&rsquo;d cast Will aside for her as if he never mattered. Unfortunately, they&rsquo;ve made it very clear at this point that, for whatever reason, Will is shoved into the background whenever El is around. Mike and Will finally had some heart to hearts this season, but only after El left. I worry about what might happen when they find her.</p>
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Question: <p>Maybe Will's implant is better hidden or smaller or something. They obviously wouldn't want to make the same mistake again so they might have been more careful with Will, making it quasi invisible. (Just like Will himself.&#128557;)</p>
Answer: <p>I can&rsquo;t help but think that, if had access to those things, they would have put one in Will the moment he started to seek dangerous in season 2.</p><p>But I guess we&rsquo;ll see soon enough.</p>
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Question: <p>I don't get why Dr Owens isn't more interested in Will. Dude literally witnessed that our bowlcut boy is very special somehow. You think it has something to do with Dr Brenner?</p>
Answer: <p>I think people forget that Will <i>was</i> of interest to Owens. In season 2, he was still receiving regular tests at the Lab a year after being saved from the Upside Down. I think he just got written off as an unfortunate victim, however, because his only unusual abilities occurred after he got possessed. Owens probably determined Will would be fine after the exorcism, though the Lab bring shut down may have made it impossible for him to be sure.</p><p>Brenner having an interest in Will should  still be a thing, especially knowing what we do now. Brenner no doubt realized the similarities in what happened to Will and what happened that fateful day in 1979. I&rsquo;d love to have Brenner talk to El about him, but I won&rsquo;t get my hopes up.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think will has the same implant in his neck like 001 and that's why he's always touching his neck?</p>
Answer: <p>I suppose it&rsquo;s possible, but I&rsquo;d be curious as to how nobody has noticed it by now. The one in Peter&rsquo;s neck was fairly obvious once he pointed it out. It would also raise the question of when it was implanted. It could potentially be an interesting addition, as I think it also served as a tracking device, but I wouldn&rsquo;t get my hopes up over this idea.</p>
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Question: <p>I wonder where Eddie is at? Is he already dead by that point?</p>
Answer: <p>We don&rsquo;t see Dustin or Lucas in that photo, either. The three of them could just be off doing something else.</p>
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Question: <p>At this point even calling Will a member of the party is generous</p>
Answer: <p>I still cling to the hope that it&rsquo;s because that&rsquo;s exactly how he feels.</p>
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Question: <p>I can&rsquo;t tell you how gutted (disappoint/upset) I was when we hardly had any of Wills experience in Cali! Or any of his time at the school, I really hope this sidelining him ends soon because at this point he&rsquo;s becoming less and less important compared to the other Party members.</p>
Answer: <p>Seriously. If this isn&rsquo;t heading to a bigger story for Will, then they might as well just get rid of the character altogether. It&rsquo;s already at ridiculous levels.</p>
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Question: <p>One thing I find kind of weird is that they show that El is bullied but don't really show anything about how Will is treated at school and how he's finding things. I feel like they only really focused on El regarding that, but I know it won't be a picnic for Will either. I kind of assumed that Angela's friend group would be rude to Will as well but they didn't really show that in the brief interactions they had. </p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, it&rsquo;s really confusing, and it makes Will&rsquo;s entire arc even weirder. It&rsquo;s like nobody notices that he even exists. Do we even see anyone acknowledge his presence at school or the skating rink? </p><p>I&rsquo;d like to say it goes along with Will feeling like he&rsquo;s been forgotten. Are we really just seeing the California stuff through Will&rsquo;s perspective? If not, then it really does feel like they said &ldquo;screw you&rdquo; to anyone who isn&rsquo;t El in that entire storyline.</p>
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Question: <p>Have the leaks ever been wrong?</p>
Answer: <p>Something tells me that people aren&rsquo;t keeping track of that. Incorrect leaks are probably easy to just fall into the abyss of the internet. There could also be a lot of goalpost moving, if need be.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t follow that stuff, though. I only know anything about it because people keep bringing it to me. I don&rsquo;t know why people feel so threatened by me that they want to bombard me with leak stuff. I wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised if it was all the same person, though.</p>
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Question: <p>Tbh Finn in particular posting that Byler vid yesterday really piqued my interest, even more so than Noah shipping byler on main. Finn really doesn't post shipping related things like this unless something comes out of it in the actual narrative. He isn't really a 'shipper' in general, he doesn't post ship edits just for fun or anything like that. Like Noah has shipped Byler for a while now, especially now with the liking and commenting on byler tiktoks constantly, but this kind of thing is kinda normal for Noah so I barely bat an eyelash anymore even tho it really is a good sign. Finn on the other hand tries to distance himself from shipping and isn't as deep into all the fan stuff so idk this is a very good sign imo! </p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t really follows the actors much. The only things I know about what they post are the things people share here. I do get the sense that Finn engages less with ships directly, but I think I&rsquo;ve seen that he&rsquo;s liked fanart in the past. It&rsquo;s certainly not the same as what Noah has been up to, lately, of course.</p><p>Personally, for me, it&rsquo;s how smiley Finn was in that fan theory video when he and David responded to the idea of Will liking El. I can&rsquo;t imagine him being that happy about Will liking Mike if it turned out badly. The fact that he&rsquo;s also sharing stuff on top of that, well, that&rsquo;s just icing on the cake.</p>
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Question: <p>Will Byers and his fav quotes/sayings are going viral xD  twitter(.)com/wlwolfhards/status/1536415404146446336</p>
Answer: <p>Well, that&rsquo;s nice to see. It&rsquo;s nice to see there&rsquo;s more Will fans out there after the Duffers spent two full seasons trying to make him invisible.</p>
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Question: <p>I don't understand how some people can know what is going to happen? Aren't they supposed to keep editing the episodes?</p>
Answer: <p>I believe they claim to have info from people on set. While I&rsquo;m sure things leak out, it seems odd that they have <i>so much</i> info. Are people really out there risking their jobs? It&rsquo;s not even that they&rsquo;re saying &ldquo;something like this happens.&rdquo; They&rsquo;re saying &ldquo;this is exactly what happens, this is the timeline, this is how it ends.&rdquo;</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think Will would be accepting of his powers or do you think he'd struggle?</p>
Answer: <p>I think it depends on the nature of his powers. If they&rsquo;re something along the lines of what El has, then he might be confused at first, but he&rsquo;d come around to it.</p><p>Where I think he&rsquo;d really struggle is if it&rsquo;s something like what I&rsquo;ve proposed before: that he unknowingly created the Upside Down, or is manipulating it in some way. If that happened, I think he&rsquo;d be blaming himself for everything that has happened, especially the deaths. </p>
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Question: <p>Why don&rsquo;t people just ask Reddit the questions about Reddit? I see the moderators answer questions all the time.</p>
Answer: <p>I think it&rsquo;s just Reddit fanboys who take it upon themselves to put down anyone who doesn&rsquo;t fall in lockstep with Reddit.</p>
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Question: <p>If we get a Byeler kiss this season and there's a song playing in the background, what do you think the song should be? My money is on the original Heroes by Bowie. "And we kissed, as though nothing could fall."</p>
Answer: <p>Like a happy, triumphant reprise of Heroes? I could be down with that. We&rsquo;ve had it play twice now when Mike felt like he lost Will. But it feels like a season 5 sort of thing to me, for some reason.</p>
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Question: <p>This is a friendly reminded that for Mike, Will being miserable, rolling his eyes, and barely talking was like he was sabotaging the whole day &#128557;&#128557;, why Mike??? Why was he ruining the whole day?? Explain it to the whole class.</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, Mike. *Robin&rsquo;s voice* Is there anything you want to share with the class? </p><p>We&rsquo;re listening. <b>😇</b></p><p>(This is so funny to me because Mike is obviously just a jealous little gremlin with a big mouth and internalized homophobia up to his ears and yet he still masters the Will Voice TM like no one could ever because <i>he&rsquo;s so whipped</i> and-)</p><p>sorry :)</p><p>I just love Mike Wheeler so much, he&rsquo;s such a well-written character, and he&rsquo;s so damn human, insanely kind and brave and relatable. </p>
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Question: <p>Millie posted this a week or two ago in her ig stories. This may answer anons question. Here you can see Nillie have been press buddies since the first season as they are soulmates/besties and Noah let's Millie speak and looks out for her when she displays signs of anxiety. twitter(.)com/milliebbrownbrs/status/1532156187797602305?cxt=HHwWgoC-oez7p8MqAAAA</p>
Answer: <p>I suppose it&rsquo;s impossible to grow up on a franchise like this without gaining some close relationships.</p>
Tags: stranger things

Post id: 687040656743514112
Date: 2022-06-14 13:23:48 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/687040656743514112
Slug: in-the-beginning-of-s4-nancy-wears-the-same
Reblog key: uVmsbMAR
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>in the beginning of s4 nancy wears the same rainbow hairclip as the girl will dances with at the snowball in s2. could that be intentional? or is it just a coincidence? could they be hinting at nancy not being straight? cause i always saw the hairclip in s2 as a way to show will is not really into the girl he&rsquo;s dancing with yknow&hellip;.</p>
Answer: <p>I saw someone point that out around here. They do like their rainbows in this show, but I find it interesting that it&rsquo;s the same exact hair clip. El also has a ring that looks a bit like the one Nancy wore, though it&rsquo;s hard to tell if it&rsquo;s the same one.</p><p>We&rsquo;ve yet to fully learn what the rainbows are all about, but they&rsquo;re <b><i>everywhere</i></b>. </p>
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Question: <p>Do you recall when Noah posted the photo of him with the harness? Just wondering because new mexico was the last place they filmed and if he took that photo when he was in new mexico (june to august I'm pretty sure) then i&rsquo;d be surprised if it means much just bc there&rsquo;s been no evidence so far of vecna operating outside of hawkins.</p>
Answer: <p>I think he posted that recently, so it must have been a photo he&rsquo;d be holding on to. If he posted it further back, then I&rsquo;m not aware of it.</p><p>Vecna wouldn&rsquo;t have to be operating outside of Hawkins for stuff to take place in New Mexico. He uses people&rsquo;s traumatic memories against them, so being back at the skating rink, for example, would just be an illusion he uses.</p>
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Question: <p>I saw that Jamie said he cried at wrap and that he was dressed as Vecna. I find that a bit interesting considering he was in New Mexico during filming and filming officially wrapped in New Mexico. </p>
Answer: <p>I really don&rsquo;t think we&rsquo;re done with the roller rink.</p>
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Question: <p>One thing I find kind of weird is that they show that El is bullied but don't really show anything about how Will is treated at school and how he's finding things. I feel like they only really focused on El regarding that, but I know it won't be a picnic for Will either. I kind of assumed that Angela's friend group would be rude to Will as well but they didn't really show that in the brief interactions they had. </p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, it&rsquo;s really confusing, and it makes Will&rsquo;s entire arc even weirder. It&rsquo;s like nobody notices that he even exists. Do we even see anyone acknowledge his presence at school or the skating rink? </p><p>I&rsquo;d like to say it goes along with Will feeling like he&rsquo;s been forgotten. Are we really just seeing the California stuff through Will&rsquo;s perspective? If not, then it really does feel like they said &ldquo;screw you&rdquo; to anyone who isn&rsquo;t El in that entire storyline.</p>
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Question: <p>It seems like there are a lot of people who are, like, dead certain about M!leven being endgame- even more certain than we are about Byler being endgame. Do you have any ideas why? I've even seen posts like "are we even watching the same show?" and i wonder that myself. Love your posts &#128155;</p>
Answer: <p>These are probably largely the same people who said &ldquo;Will isn&rsquo;t gay, he&rsquo;s just not ready for girls&rdquo; or &ldquo;Will just lost his childhood to trauma.&rdquo; The latter is particularly amusing since El also lost her childhood to trauma, but god forbid you suggest she shouldn&rsquo;t be dating.</p><p>People are just stuck in their heteronormative mindset. The burden of proof for same-sex relationships in media is so much higher. Mike and El simply had to have a quick kiss at 12 years old, and people were ready to say they were the main relationship of the show. It didn&rsquo;t matter that they didn&rsquo;t see each other for a year after that. It didn&rsquo;t matter that their relationship was obsessive and possessive after that. It didn&rsquo;t matter that they were definitely not on the same page and had nothing in common. </p><p>To be fair, the Mike and Will stuff is a lot more subtle. It&rsquo;s been built up slowly, somewhat in the background, since season 1. It&rsquo;s a deeper, more intimate relationship, growing so gradually that it might be hard to see for people not knowing to look in the first place. That&rsquo;s probably why Mike took so long to figure it out, himself. To him, it&rsquo;s just Will. </p>
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Question: <p>I don&rsquo;t know why people think that El would be inconsolable if Mike and her break up. She is already unhappy in their relationship.</p><p>This arc, Eleven&rsquo;s core inner struggles are about grieving the death of her father, and feeling worthless in front of her bullies/losing her powers. Mike saying he loves her wouldn&rsquo;t fix any that at all.</p>
Answer: <p>It really does harm to El&rsquo;s character, in my opinion. I think it was a key thing this season that we see signs that El herself is seeing the problems in her relationship with Mike. She&rsquo;s still trying to push forward with it, as she needs something normal to cling to, but she&rsquo;s increasingly unhappy as Mike isn&rsquo;t giving her what she needs. It would make more sense for her to realize they were never together for the right reasons than it does for Mike to magically learn to say he loves her.</p><p>Honestly, I struggle to figure out how El gets anything close to a normal life now that they&rsquo;ve shown her having nothing but trouble since moving to California. One idea I&rsquo;ve tossed around is that, after season 5, Hawkins is so aware of everything that they accept El and all her strangeness because, hey, stranger things have happened. It&rsquo;ll be the one place where she can just be herself. She&rsquo;ll finally be able to be accepted and happy.</p>
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Question: <p>You raise a good point! How did the Hawkins lab recreate a near perfect dummy replica of Will when they never had a reason to know who he was in the first place? Why didn&rsquo;t they do the same for Barb or anyone else killed in s1? Why only Will? It&rsquo;s definitely suspicious&hellip;</p>
Answer: <p>Yes. It&rsquo;s possible they just hadn&rsquo;t thought to explain that since they didn&rsquo;t know there would be subsequent seasons at that point, but it still stands out. They went to great lengths to fake Will&rsquo;s death, but not Barb&rsquo;s, when either investigation could have led back to them. </p>
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Question: <p>I can actually see Will and El being somehow related (prob having 001 as their dad like you said). I mean, there must be a reason why they both look so similar, right?  </p><p>But what I don't understand is how Joyce doesn't talk about it. If Lonnie isn't Will's biological dad, wouldn't she know? Or do you think she actually doesn't due to knock out dr*gs or something? </p><p>I really like your content by the way. Have a great day.</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you for the compliment. I feel like my content is mostly reblogs and Asks lately. It&rsquo;s just getting hard to keep up, to be honest. I hope to have more original content after volume 2. I know I already got at least one request to analyze Dustin.</p><p>I think it would be easy enough for someone like Brenner to arrange for a pregnancy without arousing suspicion. Presuming that he did indeed do so with Joyce, he could always do so under the guise of a medical examination. The tricky thing would be making it work so that there&rsquo;s no suspicion. Imagine having to surveille a home to know when a couple is, ahem, busy.</p><p>But if Brenner&rsquo;s people could make an almost perfect dummy of Will, then they could probably do almost anything. Hell, the fact that they could make that dummy even suggests that they had already been keeping tabs on the Byers. If not for the birthmark, it probably would have been perfect enough to fool Joyce. They had the right height, build, hair, clothes, etc. It&rsquo;s an awful lot to extrapolate from fuzzy security footage. They knew who Will was. It&rsquo;s just a matter of the show acknowledging it.</p>
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Question: <p>I have the fear that El would get too angry if byler gets together. I really can&rsquo;t see her be fine with that :/</p>
Answer: <p>That would be a huge step back for her character. Yes, she&rsquo;s been shown to be possessive and vindictive when it comes to Mike, but her season arc seems to be about growth. If she reacts in anger to Mike and Will, then it just makes it look like she&rsquo;s still stuck in that same mentality. </p><p>I can&rsquo;t imagine she&rsquo;d be thrilled about it, at least not right away, but her getting angry would just make her seem like she&rsquo;s hasn&rsquo;t grown at all.</p>
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Question: <p>A lot of people complain that Finn and Noah do not have any interviews together. But I feel it was intentional that they paired Noah and Millie up, assuming they do not really change the interview combos after Volume 2.</p><p>I do not keep up that much with leaks and BTS info but we see Finn and Charlie in some photos together with the Hawkins gang but I have not really seen any with Noah and Millie with the Hawkins gang. </p><p>So I think Cali gang will rescue El but then Will and El will stay behind and play a very integral part. While Byler may still become canon / is built up to become canon in Season 5, the Will / El team arc will be so important that they wanted them together in interviews.</p>
Answer: <p>I imagine a lot of logistical stuff goes into deciding who does what interviews with who. I don&rsquo;t think it&rsquo;s all based on who they have scenes with, though that&rsquo;s probably part of it. It&rsquo;s probably also based on what the publication is and who their audience wants to see. It&rsquo;s based on what sorts of questions are expected to be asked and what questions they want to answer.</p><p>Also, let&rsquo;s be honest, if Finn and Noah did interviews together, we know what they&rsquo;d talk about, provided these interviews aren&rsquo;t old ones just being put out now. </p><p>We&rsquo;ve seen set photos of both Noah and Millie in Hawkins, and there was at least one where they were on set with some of the other actors. We just don&rsquo;t know what the details are going to be or how it plays out.</p>
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Question: <p>I can actually see Will and El being somehow related (prob having 001 as their dad like you said). I mean, there must be a reason why they both look so similar, right?  </p><p>But what I don't understand is how Joyce doesn't talk about it. If Lonnie isn't Will's biological dad, wouldn't she know? Or do you think she actually doesn't due to knock out dr*gs or something? </p><p>I really like your content by the way. Have a great day.</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you for the compliment. I feel like my content is mostly reblogs and Asks lately. It&rsquo;s just getting hard to keep up, to be honest. I hope to have more original content after volume 2. I know I already got at least one request to analyze Dustin.</p><p>I think it would be easy enough for someone like Brenner to arrange for a pregnancy without arousing suspicion. Presuming that he did indeed do so with Joyce, he could always do so under the guise of a medical examination. The tricky thing would be making it work so that there&rsquo;s no suspicion. Imagine having to surveille a home to know when a couple is, ahem, busy.</p><p>But if Brenner&rsquo;s people could make an almost perfect dummy of Will, then they could probably do almost anything. Hell, the fact that they could make that dummy even suggests that they had already been keeping tabs on the Byers. If not for the birthmark, it probably would have been perfect enough to fool Joyce. They had the right height, build, hair, clothes, etc. It&rsquo;s an awful lot to extrapolate from fuzzy security footage. They knew who Will was. It&rsquo;s just a matter of the show acknowledging it.</p>
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Question: <p>Can we please bring up that one kid in the lab thats always being made to hold open the door? Brenner must HATE that kid fr. </p>
Answer: <p>Oh, did that kid have to open the door on multiple occasions? I honestly didn&rsquo;t notice.</p><p>Maybe it&rsquo;s just something Brenner does with the kids to get them accustomed to obeying him. It&rsquo;s actually a skill I was taught for de-escalating upset students. Give them requests that are easy to comply with, that allows for easy, but still valid, praise. It&rsquo;s all behavioral theory.</p>
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Question: <p>This is absolutely reading too much into something that isn't even intended but I can't stop thinking about El asking if Mike would be like her brother in season 1 and then in 4 when Mike, Will and Jonathan go to bail her out Jonathan points to all three of them like 'We're her brothers' haha </p>
Answer: <p>At the very least, it&rsquo;s another thing that points to El getting into relationships without fully understanding what it all means. I don&rsquo;t know that Mike was intended to be a part of the &ldquo;we&rsquo;re her brothers&rdquo; thing, though. I&rsquo;m not sure Mike was even in the frame when Will said that. It was still a nice Byers sibling moment, though.</p>
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Question: <p>Anybody else noticed that lab subject Thirteen looks a lot like young El? They could be real siblings</p>
Answer: <p>Looking at photos, yeah, I can really see it. There&rsquo;s a certain amount of resemblance with a lot of the different kids. I want to say that&rsquo;s intentional, and it adds to the theory that they might all be genetically related to 001.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 687002512487792640
Date: 2022-06-14 03:17:31 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/687002512487792640
Slug: im-sure-el-doesnt-defeat-vecna-remotely-but
Reblog key: U0MhzEta
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I&rsquo;m sure El doesn&rsquo;t &ldquo;defeat vecna remotely.&rdquo; But the bathtub scene is definitely in ep 9 because El doesn&rsquo;t get out of the silo until the end of ep 8 according to spoilers. So they probably get back to Hawkins just in time for her to have a final battle with Vecna.</p>
Answer: <p>I suppose it was only a matter of time before people responded to my speculation with, &ldquo;no, <i>this</i> is what actually happens.&rdquo;</p><p>How anyone knows what happens when in what episode is beyond me, but I&rsquo;m not interested in that sort of thing. I want to speculate, not be spoiled.</p>
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Question: <p>The reddit leaker who leaked all that stuff about vecna/001 and other plot elements last year, said that there is a bathtub scene in a surfer boy restaurant while they&rsquo;re on their way back home. That confuses me bc idk if they mean home as in cali or home as in hawkins. Imo it&rsquo;s worded as if they&rsquo;re going back to Cali which is weird to me considering we know they&rsquo;ll defs be in hawkins in ep 9. </p>
Answer: <p>Jonathan was ready to take the boys and head to Hawkins before the shootout happened. They only decided to go back for El when they realized she was in danger. It wouldn&rsquo;t make any sense if they didn&rsquo;t make plans to head for Hawkins after finding El. A pit stop at a pizza place seems likely, given the photo of them in what looks like a kitchen, but we don&rsquo;t know how long they&rsquo;ll be there.</p><p>My guess would be El tries to find 001 in the void, but gets overpowered. They then head to Hawkins to try to help. The only complicating factor is the timeline. It would take at least a day and a half for them to get there.</p>
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Question: <p>Even if byler goes canon and people stop watching s5 is the last season and they'd attract a whole new audience of people watching just because a mlm ship went canon there's no risk anymore</p>
Answer: <p>People really overdramatize the potential effects of a show having a gay romance. The worst that will happen is some countries ban it, which, honestly? Badge of honor.</p>
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Question: <p>What if the upside down dissapears just as Mike and Will's lips touch and they have their first kiss?</p>
Answer: <p>Cute, but I think it&rsquo;s taking the power of love a bit too far. Assuming the Upside Down <i>is</i> linked to Will, his issues go deeper than just pining after Mike.</p>
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Question: <p>So it&rsquo;s been confirmed that the cali crew don&rsquo;t get back to Hawkins until the end of ep 9. So I&rsquo;m kind of doubting that anyone gets vecnaed except El when she goes into Max&rsquo;s mind in the salt bath.</p>
Answer: <p>Confirmed? Confirmed by who? </p><p>El defeating Vecna remotely? That might be the dumbest ending I&rsquo;ve ever heard. &ldquo;Hey, guys, we&rsquo;re here! Aren&rsquo;t you glad I popped into Max&rsquo;s head a couple days ago?&rdquo;</p>
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Question: <p>If byler was unrequited, they could have used the new life in California to set Will up with his own love interest or something, rather than for a whole season continuing to play into Will's feelings for Mike and writing scenes that are very easily interpreted as romantic. </p>
Answer: <p>I agree. It&rsquo;s just setting Will up for pain for the sake of causing him more pain. They&rsquo;ve put way too much into this storyline for it to end so terribly.</p>
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Question: <p>adding on to that last thing sorry LOL, i don&rsquo;t think they would necessarily undo everything that happened because i wouldn&rsquo;t want that at all either, but i feel like the day will went missing is going to be extremely significant to them finally getting rid of the ud for good </p>
Answer: <p>I would hope so. Undoing everything that happened would take away from the mental health messages that have been beneath the surface of the show. You don&rsquo;t get better by acting like things just never happened. </p><p>On that note, I am partial to my idea that the Upside Down is Will&rsquo;s repressed trauma. He&rsquo;d be able to overcome it by facing it with the help of his loved ones.</p>
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Question: <p>honestly, similar to endgame kinda but not really, i do feel like they&rsquo;re doing something wonky with time because of the upside down being stuck in 1983. &ldquo;every ending has a beginning&rdquo; or whayever the quote was, and i can see them &ldquo;going back to the beginning&rdquo; to fix it </p>
Answer: <p>Oof, I don&rsquo;t know. I feel like that could be interesting, but it&rsquo;d be so easy to screw up.</p><p>I do think there does need to be something good to explain why the Upside Down is frozen in time and what that means for the Party going forward.</p>
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Question: <p>What if Mike will accept Will feelings but nothing more and say him he will love him as his bestfriend and Will accept it and is happy with Mike and Eleven? Im sure about Byler but I don t trust Duffer brothers. </p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s the most heteronormative resolution to this situation. It just makes Mike look good for &ldquo;accepting&rdquo; Will. What, is Will supposed to paste a smile on his face like he did at the Snow Ball, or is he going to magically be happy for them?</p>
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Question: <p>st is about to pull an infinity war to endgame type of thing from s4 to s5 i&rsquo;m calling it now i can def see them losing in some way at the end of s4 especially w finn saying something ab s4 ending on a cliffhanger in that recent interview </p>
Answer: <p>Oh, god, don&rsquo;t you dare jinx it. Between that and the Duffers saying there might be another time skip, you have me worried they&rsquo;re going to write in a time travel storyline to undo everything that happened. That&rsquo;s already something I was worried about when they featured Back to the Future in season 3.</p>
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Question: <p>If Lonnie would be provided from the government, and there's never been any indication in the show that Jonathan wasn't his biological son, why wouldn't Jonathan be the one with powers? It makes more sense for the first child to be the one, especially if Joyce was willing to go along with the experiments. </p>
Answer: <p>In this sort of situation, I&rsquo;d expect it to be Joyce who has the latent powers. It would help explain her extremely accurate intuition. Lonnie was just a mistake from her past who she felt she was stuck with for a while. I hesitate to say mistake, though, since, without him, we wouldn&rsquo;t have Jonathan and Will. Probably.</p>
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Question: <p>In your own personal opinion, which way would be the best way to learn about Will's powers? And how exactly would you like that to happen?</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m not a writer, so I&rsquo;m not really good at coming up with plot points like that. I think being stuck in a Trance might be a good way to do the reveal, though. There could be something different about his compared to the others. Maybe it could link in with why he was taken in season 1. </p>
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Question: <p>Thank you so much for being on Tumblr and responding to so many asks and posting things! I always see a new post when I'm on here and it puts a smile on my face to know there's theorists on here being so active. Thank you hsc&hearts;&#65039;</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m glad I can be of service. I know there&rsquo;s people out there who want me to go away, so these types of messages make me smile.</p>
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Question: <p>How do you think you&rsquo;ll react if Mike doesn&rsquo;t reciprocate Will&rsquo;s feelings? Do you think you&rsquo;ll be sad, disappointed or maybe confused? I&rsquo;ll be crushed tbh I&rsquo;m way too invested</p>
Answer: <p>All of the above. They&rsquo;ve just put too much into building it to just make it unrequited. I&rsquo;d only accept that if they made it clear that it&rsquo;s not as simple as Mike made it look.</p>
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Question: <p>Here's a throwaway theory: There's no way a woman like Joyce would have married someone like Lonnie voluntarily. So what if Lonnie was somehow 'provided' by the government way back in the 70s? I just can't see Joyce and Lonnie 'falling in love' in a healthy and natural way.</p>
Answer: <p>It may seem outrageous that Joyce would marry Lonnie from our perspectives as viewers, but that doesn&rsquo;t mean things like that don&rsquo;t happen. It&rsquo;s also crazy to think how Karen and Ted got together, though for different reasons.</p><p>People make bad choices in life. Sometimes it&rsquo;s because people change. Sometimes it&rsquo;s because we want to believe that things are better than they are. Sometimes it&rsquo;s because we don&rsquo;t think we can do any better.</p>
Tags: stranger things, joyce byers, lonnie byers

Post id: 686968472596594688
Date: 2022-06-13 18:16:28 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/686968472596594688
Slug: if-001-is-wills-biological-father-jonathan-and
Reblog key: MNVNdF1x
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>If 001 is Will's biological father Jonathan and Will would be half-brothers. </p><p>Oh, and have you heard of the theory that Hopper is Jonathan's real father?</p><p>And what about the theory that Joyce is El's real mother?</p><p>Will and El = full time twins?</p><p>But Jonathan = no full time sibling?</p><p>And how would Lonnie fit into this mess? </p><p>I swear I'd be proper confused lol.</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;ve heard that Jonathan theory, yes.</p><p>It would be very amusing, though tragic, if it turned out Lonnie wasn&rsquo;t the father to either of them. Amusing because, fuck you, Lonnie, but also tragic because they had to call him dad in the first place.</p><p>Joyce being El&rsquo;s real mother would be extremely confusing, and it would complicate a lot of things. Who the hell is Terry, then?</p>
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Question: <p>I feel like the only time stranger things is ever fan-servicey is with Steve </p>
Answer: <p>Perhaps, but it still fits the narrative they&rsquo;re telling. They also made the change to expand Steve&rsquo;s character in season 1, before they knew it would become a hit franchise.</p>
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Question: <p>omg i thought brenner was her real dad the whole time and thats why they had a special connection or whatever &#128557; did they explain where her real dad went</p>
Answer: <p>No. I suppose it&rsquo;s not impossible for Brenner to be her real dad, but it would swiftly bring him back into absolute monster territory, I think.</p>
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Question: <p>Idk how relevant this is, but I just watched Karsten Runquist&rsquo;s ST4 review on YouTube and something he said caught my attention: &ldquo;the show respects the audience&rsquo;s emotional engagement more than it does the stan culture that it could feed into.&rdquo; He wasn&rsquo;t talking about any ship in particular, but I found it interesting to think about how the writing hasn&rsquo;t been chained to fanservice with El/Mike (which I was expecting this season) and that the show DOES take romantic twists and turns (Jancy breaking up for example, something I hadn&rsquo;t considered before ST4). This show isn&rsquo;t really constructed with endgame ships in mind per say: it&rsquo;s written through characters that change and grow together and apart, and the priority is always given to that emotional core over what audiences think &ldquo;should&rdquo; happen. </p>
Answer: <p>I mean, it&rsquo;s just some random reviewer, so I doubt he has any real insight. However, that doesn&rsquo;t mean he didn&rsquo;t pick up on some real good things in how they make the show.</p><p>Stranger Things has never been about fanservice, certainly not with anything that goes against the narrative the Duffers started to lay down. If that were the case, Billy would have lived and started flirting with Steve. Barb would probably have been brought back somehow, possibly Bob, also. The emotional turns in the show feel more real and impactful because they are written that way. The fact that some of these popular relationships have suffered just lends to that, as there hasn&rsquo;t been real development to point them to being good together. Season 3 almost seemed entirely about that, almost like the writers were like &ldquo;ok, you want to see how these relationships would really be?&rdquo;</p><p>The Duffers have a long-term plan they&rsquo;re working towards, which I respect. They specifically chose Netflix because the service didn&rsquo;t try to force them to change things like the bigger networks did. That doesn&rsquo;t mean that Netflix hasn&rsquo;t tried to enact pressure on them since the show became a hit, but I daresay that Netflix needs Stranger Things more than Stranger Things needs Netflix. They&rsquo;ll throw us some fanservice when it aligns with what they have in mind, but that&rsquo;s it.</p>
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Question: <p>Any ideas why some people seem so obsessed with the idea of Will or and El turning evil or and fighting each other? </p>
Answer: <p>My guess is that it&rsquo;s from hardcore Byler and Mileven shippers that want a convenient way for one of them to be taken out of the picture. </p>
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Question: <p>I saw some people say that 001 is El&rsquo;s real Dad &hellip;. I&rsquo;m not quite sure what I think of this theory but what do you think? </p>
Answer: <p>I won&rsquo;t lie. I have considered that possibility. 001 did say that Brenner was trying to &ldquo;recreate&rdquo; him or something along those lines. I could see him potentially artificially inseminating women with 001&rsquo;s DNA, particularly women who he thought may have some latent powers of their own.</p><p>It would create some interesting implications. Is 001 the dad of the other kids? Who are the other moms? Could 001 be Will&rsquo;s dad, also? </p><p>It&rsquo;s really just headcanon at the moment, but it&rsquo;d certainly be an interesting twist that could lend further meaning to the next episode being titled Papa.</p>
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Question: <p>Willel powers duel because one of them turns evil? </p>
Answer: <p>No.</p><p>Give me Wonder Twins working together, or give me death!</p>
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Question: <p>omg i thought brenner was her real dad the whole time and thats why they had a special connection or whatever &#128557; did they explain where her real dad went</p>
Answer: <p>No. I suppose it&rsquo;s not impossible for Brenner to be her real dad, but it would swiftly bring him back into absolute monster territory, I think.</p>
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Question: <p>Can we call you our mom?</p>
Answer: <p>You can call me whatever you like, I suppose, so long as it&rsquo;s said with love.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think in volume two they will explain why Mike acted like that with Will at the beginning of volume 1? Cause if they don&rsquo;t explain it the audience would be confused &#129320;</p>
Answer: <p>I think it needs to be explored in some more explicit manner. I&rsquo;d say the majority of fans aren&rsquo;t picking up on Mike&rsquo;s behavioral cues like we do here.</p><p>It&rsquo;s not just with Will, either. Mike&rsquo;s behavior with El was also highly suspect and needs to be explained.</p>
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Question: <p>Netflix never hyped Mileven like this ever. All they do is post the four unpassionate kisses from the seasons and call it a day.</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t know if that&rsquo;s quite true, but I can&rsquo;t say that I recall it being hyped quite as intensely in a short period of time.</p><p>In fairness, Netflix could possibly distance themselves from this since it&rsquo;s technically Netflix Geeked. While it&rsquo;s an affiliated account, isn&rsquo;t it technically a glorified fan site?</p><p>It&rsquo;s the actors getting in on it that piques my interest. An actor posting about a ship their character is a part of isn&rsquo;t unusual, in and of itself. However, when it&rsquo;s a same sex ship, things get a bit more risky. It suddenly becomes a possible baiting scenario. Even if Finn and Noah were just trying to promote their characters as much as possible, there&rsquo;s still the promo stuff with David and Charlie. They&rsquo;d have no reason to promote it if it wasn&rsquo;t going anywhere.</p>
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Question: <p>That video of Millie messing around with Noah at the rollerrink when Noah is wearing the roadtrip outfit is interesting. Why do you think she needed to shoot extra scenes at the rollerrink but Noah and Finn didn't need to? A few of her scenes feature them in the same sequence and shot. </p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t think that&rsquo;s what&rsquo;s going on. I doubt Noah would be filming other scenes near the roller rink. That&rsquo;s an actual location, not a set. Between this and the photo he posted wearing a harness, this is probably part of a Trance.</p>
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Question: <p>Wait So we won&rsquo;t see the Cali gang in Hawkins this season? That really sucks</p>
Answer: <p>We will. I don&rsquo;t know how they&rsquo;ll explain the full 1.5 days, at least, that it would take to get there from where they are, but they get there. </p><p>Time for more Fast Travel nonsense, I guess!</p>
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Question: <p>BYLER IN THE STRANGER THINGS COMIC  twitter(.)com/COMFORTBYLER/status/1535990570686255104</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s cute. Pity the comics/novels are now basically confirmed to be non-canon.</p>
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Question: <p>https://youtu.be/_O-YuHHlaek Hey this interview from 1:46 - 2:19 has them seemingly confirming the cali crew with el in the bathtub theory bc idk why else they&rsquo;d be looking into a bath. That &lsquo;leaked&rsquo; script was still obviously fake tho hahaha, so i'm not too worried</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, I can see how it could be something that works in, especially with that photo of them in what appears to be a commercial kitchen. It&rsquo;s very believable that they&rsquo;d go there if they needed large amounts of salt water, since salt and water are two ingredients in pizza dough.</p><p>What I don&rsquo;t get is why they&rsquo;d drive back home when the plan was always to head to Hawkins up until they learned El was in danger. Maybe there&rsquo;s another Surfer Boy location in Nevada?</p>
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Question: <p>Have you noticed whenever we get Byler scenes esp the heart to hearts, it's as if we are watching a slice of life drama rather than a heightened supernatural thriller?  Mike reverts back to his soft tone with Will too :3</p>
Answer: <p>Mike is himself with Will. He feels safe, secure, so he&rsquo;s able to actually open up and be vulnerable. The same goes for Will whenever he gets to see this side of Mike. It&rsquo;s a scary world out there, especially for them, but, as long as they&rsquo;re together, they&rsquo;re going to be ok.</p>
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Question: <p>Apparently Noah cried forreal when Millie was filming the bullying scenes.  I can't seem to find the interview tho where he briefly talks about it :/</p>
Answer: <p>I heard that. I haven&rsquo;t seen an actual interview where that was stated, either. Noah seems like he really channels his actual emotions when he acts. Just watch the shootout scene. He looks like he&rsquo;s genuinely terrified. Though, that&rsquo;s a bit different considering he was actually in that scene. With the bullies, Will is out of the scene until the aftermath.</p><p>I wonder if there&rsquo;s scenes with the roller rink bullies that we haven&rsquo;t seen, yet (hint hint). Maybe there&rsquo;s more to this than we realize. </p>
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Question: <p>It&rsquo;s pretty clear by now that the books aren&rsquo;t canon so do you think it&rsquo;s possible Brenner is El&rsquo;s biological father?</p>
Answer: <p>I think that would be rather creepy to think about. Yeah, he does call her &ldquo;daughter,&rdquo; but he also had all of the kids calling him &ldquo;Papa,&rdquo; not just El. It feels more like a familial bond that he conditions in the kids in order to gain their loyalty.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think, if Byler actually becomes canon, the more casual viewers might stop watching the show? I mean, I can imagine some people making a fuss out of it and saying, at least, they'll stop watching, but I wonder if it will bother the people outside the fandom. </p>
Answer: <p>The more casual viewers? No.</p><p>Homophobic viewers? Probably.</p><p>You seem to be assuming that those two groups are the same thing. There&rsquo;s likely to be overlap, of course, but I think people are overstating things when they say stuff like this. </p><p>You also aren&rsquo;t considering that there could be casual viewers who end up <i>liking </i>Byler, even though they had never really thought about it before.</p>
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Question: <p>https://www.tiktok.com/t/ZTdTbMkvK/?k=1</p><p>The tag and Noah&rsquo;s comment &#128128;</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t know if I can read the comments since I don&rsquo;t have TikTok. I do like how the caption of the video is asking if he&rsquo;s the bad guy, though. I&rsquo;ve already suggested that Mike is just as upset over Will not reaching out. </p><p>These boys are idiots.</p>
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Question: <p>who is Thaddeus Kirkland? </p>
Answer: <p>I have no idea. What is this about?</p>
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Question: <p>That video of Millie messing around with Noah at the rollerrink when Noah is wearing the roadtrip outfit is interesting. Why do you think she needed to shoot extra scenes at the rollerrink but Noah and Finn didn't need to? A few of her scenes feature them in the same sequence and shot. </p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t think that&rsquo;s what&rsquo;s going on. I doubt Noah would be filming other scenes near the roller rink. That&rsquo;s an actual location, not a set. Between this and the photo he posted wearing a harness, this is probably part of a Trance.</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 686907394019753984
Date: 2022-06-13 02:05:39 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/686907394019753984
Slug: ive-come-to-the-conclusion-that-mike-and-will-are
Reblog key: AXIs1sLb
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I've come to the conclusion that Mike and Will are more then best friends, boyfriends and soul mates. They are each other's security blankets. Without the other present they feel lost, unsafe and unprotected. That's why they should be together. They NEED each other. And unlike Mike and El, they bring out the best in one another. No secrets - no lies. </p>
Answer: <p>Do you know how amazing it must be to meet your soulmate when you&rsquo;re 5?</p><p>Do you know how agonizing it must be to not realize they&rsquo;re your soulmate until so much later?</p>
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Question: <p>A Trance scene at the roller rink seems likely to me. The California plot was always so locked down. No-one really knew what was happening with it. None of the "leaks" or speculation I saw for what would happen at the rink got it right. Most of them seemed to think El's powers would come back in that scene - which they obviously didn't - and that there would be a Demogorgon or a massacre at the rink. Makes me wonder if they cleared the set of extras and filmed additional scenes there.</p>
Answer: <p>Maybe. I do find it odd just how secure the California story was compared to the Hawkins story. Hell, it seems we knew more about what happened at the Lab base than what happened at the roller rink. I remember everyone speculating about what happened there, and what we ended up with was much more mundane than anything that was thought up. </p><p>They probably wouldn&rsquo;t need extras for a Trance scene. Vecna tends to like to make his victims feel isolated, with the only other people being people they know, like Chrissy&rsquo;s family, who can be used to torment them. </p><p>Let&rsquo;s hope we aren&rsquo;t disappointed.</p>
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Question: <p>In a previous answer you said you hoped the California gang would get more development other than byler, jonatahan and argyle being high and finding El, what type of development did you have in mind?</p>
Answer: <p>Maybe some Byers family moments (before or after they find El), Jonathan and Mike talking to maybe help each other out, Will just having a chance to relax for one goddamn minute, etc.</p><p>It&rsquo;s hard to really imagine what else they can do considering they&rsquo;ve given us nothing to work with. Right now the entire storyline seems to just be a bridge to get El from the base to Hawkins.</p><p>I do think there will be more room for stuff once they get El. Not just because of Mike and El, which probably will get screentime, but also because they’ll become more aware of the full threat. That brings Will’s experiences with the Upside Down back into play, as well as everyone worrying about their friends in Hawkins. Naturally, I imagine we’ll still get Argyle being, ironically, the outsider voice of reason as he reacts to everything.</p>
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Question: <p>The stranger things official playlist (it&rsquo;s on spotify and i think netflix created it) that was created for Mike is so gay omg. One of them is about growing up gay in a small town and they chose the song &ldquo;don&rsquo;t you want me&rdquo; from a pride playlist. Do you think that&rsquo;s a semi confirmation on where the story is headed or is it something that we probably shouldn&rsquo;t read into?</p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s been commented on for quite a while now, at this point. I never personally put too much faith into those playlists meaning anything, though. I can&rsquo;t imagine the Duffers spending that much time on a piece of marketing like that, or delegating anyone with that level of knowledge for something like that, either. I agree that there&rsquo;s some interesting coincidences in Mike&rsquo;s playlist, though. For example, if Smalltown Boy was simply meant to reflect Mike being a smalltown boy, then surely they could have found a similar song that wasn&rsquo;t so linked to being gay.</p><p>Personally, though, I don&rsquo;t like to read much into it.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, mike wheeler

Post id: 686899992127029248
Date: 2022-06-13 00:08:00 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/686899992127029248
Slug: im-curious-if-any-leaked-photos-came-out-before
Reblog key: kZbkw6r2
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I&rsquo;m curious if any leaked photos came out before volume 1 did? Do you think we might get some for volume 2 before it&rsquo;s released?</p>
Answer: <p>There were set photos for a while, some of which we haven&rsquo;t seen in the show, yet. I&rsquo;ve stopped looking now that we&rsquo;re finally here, though. There&rsquo;s little point to set photo speculation now that we know a lot about what&rsquo;s going on, and the leak crowd (as in actual leaked plot events, not speculation) just likes to take the fun out of things, anyway.</p><p>If there&rsquo;s any new leaked photos, I don&rsquo;t know about them. All I&rsquo;m aware of are the BTS photos that are being officially released by the show and cast.</p>
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Question: <p>I just watched that clip of Caleb comparing Mileven and Lumax, saying that Lumax dynamic is different from Mileven, noting that their love is 'real' and that their true bond beyond anything else is friendship and that they don't even need to be lovey dovey or intimate to show how much they love and care for each other. This is very very telling. </p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s what a real relationship looks like. A solid friendship is the foundation of any good romance. Mike and El kinda skipped over that part, and it shows. Mike and El&rsquo;s relationship is very performative and forced. Max and Lucas&rsquo; feels much more natural and genuine. I&rsquo;m glad I ended up being wrong about them, really.</p><p>You can see the playful friendship aspects of Max and Lucas&rsquo; relationship. I always did like that about them. They feel comfortable around each other, and they understand each other now that Lucas is being himself (unlike season 3, though that was the case for almost everyone). At the moment, it&rsquo;s probably the healthiest canon relationship on the show.</p>
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Question: <p>Will Vol. 2 come out at a specific time? </p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t know the exact time it launches. I&rsquo;d guess something like 3AM ET? </p>
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Question: <p>what&rsquo;s something non-byler or will related you are looking forward to/want to happen in v2? </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m really hoping we find out more about the nature of the Upside Down and the Mindflayer.</p>
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Question: <p>Im still a little concerned on the california plot lines behalf, knowing that they had 7 full episodes so far. And the thing we mainly saw was byler development (thank god) from it. How do you think they'll rap it up in the roughly 4 hours of content with ALL the other plots as well. Sorry if you already got a similar ask. </p>
Answer: <p>A huge part of episode 8, Papa, is probably wrapping up the story at the base where El is, the Pizza Party finding her, and them heading to Hawkins. That leaves an entire 2.5 hours to wrap everything else up in Hawkins and Russia. Hopefully, episode 8 will include some real California development instead of it all just being about Mike and Will pretending to not be in love, Jonathan and Argyle getting high, and them trying to find El.</p>
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Question: <p>Wait are the last episodes two hours long each? </p>
Answer: <p>Roughly 1.5 hours for episode 8 and 2.5 hours for episode 9.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 686897334164094976
Date: 2022-06-12 23:25:45 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/686897334164094976
Slug: im-shocked-people-dont-know-will-is-gay-that
Reblog key: mATDXfbg
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I&rsquo;m shocked people don&rsquo;t know Will is gay. That was never &ldquo;Byler confirmed&rdquo; for me like some people are acting. I don&rsquo;t mind Byler, but I also don&rsquo;t mind Mike with Eleven. I&rsquo;m more into the mythology of Hawkins, but whatever. Not important. I do think that some people forget that all of these characters are like 14-15 years old. I think it&rsquo;s a disservice to the story to fully assume how they feel or what their actions mean. They literally don&rsquo;t have a fully formed frontal lobe. Sometimes teens just do and say dumb stuff. I don&rsquo;t think anyone can hold it against Mike, or Will, or especially Eleven if they do something that other people think it means one thing or another. Anyways, I hope your happy with how it turns out. Keep up the excellent writing!</p>
Answer: <p>The people who don&rsquo;t know Will is gay are heteronormative at best and homophobic at worst. These are people who will never think anyone is gay unless specifically told. They rely so much on stereotypes and bigoted beliefs that they don&rsquo;t see gay peoples as, well, people.</p><p>Kids sometimes say &ldquo;dumb stuff,&rdquo; but this is a meticulously crafted narrative. Everything the characters say and do is meant to fit their character, yes, but it is also done with the purpose of driving the story forward as the writers want. As a result, we can analyze what happens in an attempt to make sense of things. We may not be right, but patterns are a thing. Something happening more than a couple times is no accident.</p><p>I like the mythology of Hawkins and the Upside Down, also. My attachment to Byler is my identification with the characters and the fact that it just seems so likely to happen. I would&rsquo;ve killed for that kind of representation when I was a teenager. Maybe it&rsquo;s weird for some people to see a man my age getting so into it, but it makes me feel young again in a way. I was Will, full of angst while pining away for a friend. I was also Mike, dating a girl who I didn&rsquo;t really like (she was still my friend) because I was afraid of my same-sex urges. I&rsquo;ve overidentified with characters before, but this is the first time I feel like I&rsquo;m right.</p><p>I imagine I&rsquo;ll be happy with the larger story. They&rsquo;ve put too much work into this to blow it now. But I&rsquo;m too invested in Byler to not be disappointed if they&rsquo;ve put all this work into that for nothing.</p>
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Question: <p>feel free to not answer this for a while; i really don&rsquo;t mind! please don&rsquo;t stress yourself out too much&lt;3</p><p>what do you think of the theory that &ldquo;byler &amp; mileven are both gonna be left ambiguous after v2 - so the duffer brothers can see how the audience reacts before doing s5&rdquo;. to be honest, it&rsquo;s making me really anxious because i can absolutely see it happening. </p>
Answer: <p>I feel like that would be a foolish way to do it. It&rsquo;s their story to tell, and it&rsquo;s the final season. There&rsquo;s no reason for them to be gauging fan reactions. Besides, social media is not a good barometer for actual fan response.</p><p>Mike and El need to have their situation resolved this season. This is the second time that they&rsquo;ve broken and not been on the same page with anything. They&rsquo;re not going to leave this situation hanging. Mike will either tell her he loves her and they get back together, or something else happens and they don&rsquo;t. Either way, that should be the end of it. If they do get back together, another breakup in season 5 would just feel ridiculous unless they made it extremely clear that something still isn&rsquo;t right before the end of this season.</p><p>As for Byler, they could potentially leave that hanging, but not if they&rsquo;re also leaving Mike and El hanging. Then it becomes a clear queerbait with the Duffers going &ldquo;Gee, who will Mike choose?!&rdquo; This show should be above stuff like that.</p><p>I think people underestimate how long the final two episodes will be. There&rsquo;s going to be a lot of time to do things. It&rsquo;s basically 1/3 of the entire season. It&rsquo;ll be almost as long as the first four episodes.</p>
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Question: <p>I honestly think that Hawkins was the only good storyline this season which makes me sad because I LOVE Will, Jonathan, Mike Hopper and Joyce</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, I like them all, myself. I just feel like they&rsquo;ve wasted a lot of what California could have been. Why even have El move away if she quickly leaves the California storyline, and the remaining members mostly just try to find her again? What we did get of the California crew was good (the Mike/Will moments, the shootout, Jonathan and Argyle), but it has little connection to the actual plot.</p><p>Russia is a good storyline, though I feel like they took a while to do what they did with it. I feel like we&rsquo;re not going to get enough time with the juicy bits now that they&rsquo;ve shown us that Russia has been doing a <i>lot </i>with the Upside Down.</p>
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Question: <p>i apologize if you&rsquo;ve talked about this before but what do you think of the &ldquo;blue meets yellow in the west&rdquo; theory?</p>
Answer: <p>I think those colors keep popping up enough that it drives me crazy. Considering how stupid easy that code ended up being in season 3, I seriously hope it does have a deeper meaning.</p><p>As for <i>what </i>it might mean, I don&rsquo;t know that I have any solid reason to believe one theory over another.</p>
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Question: <p>The problem is that they always waste time with some unnecessary subplots : I&rsquo;m not taking about Russia that is important, but countless Jason scenes, Robin being awkward, all the Stancy stuff, etc, so the 4 hours will pass quickly I&rsquo;m afraid </p>
Answer: <p>A lot of those stories are going to converge, so I don&rsquo;t think it will be as bad as you make it out to be. It will probably be Hawkins, which, in fairness, probably will have substories going on, and Russia in the final episode. The California, El, and Hawkins stories are all going to merge, though.</p>
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Question: <p>The stranger things subreddit is in a Chernobyl-level meltdown right now over anyone who merely suggests that Mike might not be 100% straight. It&rsquo;s so fascinating how terrified people are by the concept of gay stuff happening, even when the alternative is Mike and El, which at this point is just painful to watch. I don&rsquo;t understand how anyone could sit watching El crying and devastated at Mike and think, yeah that&rsquo;s the couple I&rsquo;m rooting for! </p>
Answer: <p>I can&rsquo;t say I care what some homophobic people think. Are you talking about the main ST Reddit, though? I was told that the subreddit that goes in depth with leaks and such doesn&rsquo;t care about ships.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, byler

Post id: 686889307849572352
Date: 2022-06-12 21:18:11 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/686889307849572352
Slug: i-am-tired-of-seeing-people-claiming-that-finn-is
Reblog key: KJrG6NBP
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I am tired of seeing people claiming that 'Finn is a bad actor' or 'Noah is a bad actor because they act weird this season' and I'm like??? That's how they supposed to be like? Like, that's not bad acting, it's the way they are supposed to act! I just cannot believe people don't realize it. It honestly seems so funny to me. Like, did both Finn and Noah's acting skills supposedly tanked for no reason whatsover, at the same time?? And they are calling us delusional for ''reading too  much into things''.</p><p>I swear it's like they are being blind on purpose. The amount of times I've seen comments like: ''Will/Noah's acting weird'', ''Mike/Finn acts very empty during his scenes with El while Millie is giving her heart to the scene'', ''Will doesn't seem like he cares or loves El'' </p><p>DUDE c'mon... are you guys being serious right now? Those scenes are there for you to realize some things! </p>
Answer: <p>I suppose anything is easier than accepting that gay people exist.</p><p>Finn acts weird and fake around El because that&rsquo;s what the scene calls for. Mike is going through the motions. Will seems off because he&rsquo;s jealous and low-key resentful.</p><p>The most disturbing part isn&rsquo;t that people would rather believe they&rsquo;re bad actors. The most disturbing part is that these people think Mike and El have a healthy relationship. It&rsquo;s been bad since they&rsquo;ve officially gotten together. It&rsquo;s because the people they are don&rsquo;t match the idealized versions they both created of each other between seasons 1 and 2.</p>
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Question: <p>That video of Millie messing around with Noah at the rollerrink when Noah is wearing the roadtrip outfit is interesting. Why do you think she needed to shoot extra scenes at the rollerrink but Noah and Finn didn't need to? A few of her scenes feature them in the same sequence and shot. </p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t think that&rsquo;s what&rsquo;s going on. I doubt Noah would be filming other scenes near the roller rink. That&rsquo;s an actual location, not a set. Between this and the photo he posted wearing a harness, this is probably part of a Trance.</p>
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Question: <p>Apart from being gay or not being in love with her, what do you think is a plausible reason to explain why Mike can&rsquo;t say he loves Eleven?</p>
Answer: <p>Honestly? There isn&rsquo;t one, at least not one that fits with the narrative. You can theoretically argue that it&rsquo;s because of his family, but they haven&rsquo;t done anything to support that. In fact, Ted and Karen serve more as a point of comparison to Mike and El than as an excuse for Mike not being open with his feelings. It&rsquo;s not that Karen and Ted don&rsquo;t say they love each other. They just don&rsquo;t love each other. </p><p>Will&rsquo;s little speech in the desert has pointed us in the direction as to why Mike hadn&rsquo;t said it. It&rsquo;s scary to be honest with someone, especially someone you really care about, because they might not like the truth. He cares about El, he was honest about that, but he doesn&rsquo;t love her, and he&rsquo;s afraid that it&rsquo;ll crush her to hear that or that she&rsquo;ll get so angry that she might try to hurt someone.</p><p>He&rsquo;s painted himself into a corner, and now he doesn&rsquo;t know how to get out without causing a mess. Honestly, he can&rsquo;t.</p>
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Question: <p>There's so much going on atm with El and the Hawkins crew. And even tho the episodes are longer this season I'm worried that there won't really be any time left for a major supernatural plot for Will in s2, or even him getting vecnad. </p>
Answer: <p>There&rsquo;s four hours of TV left to go, so I don&rsquo;t know why you&rsquo;re saying there&rsquo;s no time. They really don&rsquo;t even need to get to him having powers until the end. It could be something that leads into season 5.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think Noah going to upenn will affect his filming for season 5? </p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t know why people keep getting worked up over this. He&rsquo;s not the first young actor to go to school while working.</p><p>Also, he&rsquo;s going to UPenn? First, impressive. Second, I&rsquo;m not at all far from that. If necessary, I can go and give him a, ahem, pep talk.</p><p>For legal reasons, that last part is a joke.</p>
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Question: <p>Since Will's a hufflepuff. What's Mike?</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;d say Gryffindor. He&rsquo;s the most stupidly brave and emotional one of the four.</p><p>Dustin is a Ravenclaw, obviously.</p><p>Lucas is Slytherin since he&rsquo;s crafty, resourceful, and ambitious.</p><p>What? Don&rsquo;t look at me like that. Slytherin isn&rsquo;t a bad house.</p>
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Question: <p>I guess i'm still wondering about Joyce asking Jonathan what's wrong with him??? It's prettyi obvious he is doing drugs..   has she been too caught up on El and Will that she has been neglecting Jonathan? </p>
Answer: <p>I think that, thanks to helpful exposition from El&rsquo;s letter, that Jonathan usually hides his drug habit from Joyce. This might be the first time she&rsquo;s seen him that badly high. He was stressed out over Nancy, and maybe from what Will is going through with Mike, so Argyle told him to go get high. He must have overdone it.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think Will Byers would have been a hufflepuff like Noah is?  youtu(.)be/gpo__hwjzPQ</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s the best house, so, yes.</p><p>Will is easily a Hufflepuff, though.</p>
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Question: <p>Noah will be a guest on Fallon this coming Thursday...</p>
Answer: <p>I wouldn&rsquo;t get your hopes up too much. He&rsquo;ll probably be his usual chaotic self, but it&rsquo;s looking like his penchant for having a loose tongue is overstated. He hasn&rsquo;t really said anything that others haven&rsquo;t also said.</p>
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Question: <p>&#128154; Mike Wheeler</p>
Answer: <h2>Mike Wheeler analysis</h2><p>Ok so I thought about how I&rsquo;m going to do a Mike character analysis, so I&rsquo;m going to break down his character season by season in chronological order. I&rsquo;ll be talking about his traits in general alongside his relationships with Will and Eleven. This post is not the &lsquo;definitive&rsquo; Mike Wheeler, just my interpretation of him and his character. You guys can feel free to disagree! Also just a warning: this post is <i>very</i> long. Seriously, it&rsquo;s the longest post I&rsquo;ve ever written.</p><h2>Season 1</h2><p>From the beginning, Mike is shown to be the closest thing the group has to be a leader as they all gather at his house and he&rsquo;s the dungeon master. Him being dungeon master shows that he is imaginative and creative which is reminiscent of Will. Him and Will have more in common that the rest of the group and it&rsquo;s clear that Will is very comfortable around him as he tells him that the demogorgon got him. At the beginning of the series, we see him and his friends getting bullied. Mike and the rest of the group don&rsquo;t seem to fight back against this. The first episode ends with Mike meeting Eleven in the forest.</p><p>You can see Mike is a caring person as he immediately takes in Eleven and is more friendly towards her than his other friends. He gives her shelter and food and tries to come up with a plan. This is when we start to see Mike&rsquo;s protective instincts kicking in. Mike knows that he&rsquo;s in danger keeping El but he doesn&rsquo;t care as he&rsquo;s brave and wants her to be safe. After finding out Eleven may be able to help them find Will, he teams up with her. He&rsquo;s very headstrong and refuses to be told he&rsquo;s incorrect as he is being protective of Will.</p><p>As a parallel to him earlier in the season not standing up for himself, Mike immediately calls out the bullies when he feels that they are insulting Will. This isn&rsquo;t a 'defending a dead child&rsquo;s reputation&rsquo; thing because at this point, Mike doesn&rsquo;t think Will is dead. He clearly cares a lot about him and is angry at the homophobic bullies, leading to him knocking him over and humiliating him. Mike defends his friends yet again when he jumps off of a cliff to stop the bullies from hurting Dustin. Mike will do the right thing for people he cares about and he&rsquo;s clearly a great friend.</p><p>At the end of the season, Mike kisses Eleven. I don&rsquo;t really view this as romantic. Eleven had the vocabulary of a two year old and had literally no idea what was going on most of the time. Mike and her never really had any romantic moments together before Mike kissed her. She was pretty much the only girl Mike was close to and I think that he thought his platonic feelings and protectiveness which he felt for all of his friends was romantic because she was a girl. In reality, they&rsquo;re just good friends.</p><h2>Season 2</h2><p>At the start of Season 2, Mike was struggling with the loss of Eleven. Even though I don&rsquo;t ship them, he did really care for her and losing a friend like that is a lot to handle. However, like we saw with Will, Mike refused to believe she was gone when everyone else accepted it. </p><p>Mike is still very caring and protective over Will. They clearly have the closest relationship out of the group. For example, when Will is going into therapy Mike notices that he seems quiet but Lucas says he&rsquo;s always quiet. This shows that Mike notices and understands Will in a way that his other friends do not. When Will is having visions, Mike is the one who notices and comforts him.</p><p>After a particularly bad episode, Will and Mike go and hang out in his basement. Will shares his feelings with Mike because he feels as though Mike is the only one who can understand him. Mike admits to Will that he thinks he&rsquo;s going crazy too. This is an important moment for Mike. Mike is tough, brave and protective but is rarely emotionally vulnerable. He and Will are able to open up to each other in a way that he can&rsquo;t be with his other friends. After Will gets possessed, Mike immediately comes to his side as a result of his protective and caring instincts. Mike was the only one of Will&rsquo;s friends to stay with Will all of the time, even pausing his attempts to reach Eleven after 353 days in order to be by his side. </p><p>Speaking of Mike&rsquo;s relationship with Will, when Will seems to have fully succumbed to the possession, we see Mike again letting down his guard and being more emotionally vulnerable with Will. He tells Will the story of how they first met and says it&rsquo;s the best thing of his life. As I said earlier, Mike is usually pretty guarded so it shows how much he cares about Will above other people.</p><p>Eleven returns and Mike is angry at Hopper for hiding her. This is understandable, but not nessecarily romantic like a lot of people make it out to be. This is very fitting with Mike&rsquo;s protective and caring nature that we&rsquo;ve seen towards his friends. Of course you&rsquo;d be angry after losing someone you cared about. When they went to the Snow Ball together, they shared a kiss which, again, could very easily be him confusing platonic feelings for romantic ones. Mike is not in touch with his emotions and is guarded, so he probably doesn&rsquo;t fully understand or think about the reasons why he likes Eleven beyond a pretty girl interacting with him. Now onto season 3.</p><h2>Season 3</h2><p>Season 3 is more of the same with Mike. He is constantly with Eleven, abandoning his other friends and Will to be with her. We see that he still is observant about Will and cares about him a lot as he notices Will is acting weirdly at the cinema in a way that his other friends don&rsquo;t. He also stares at his lips for <i>some</i> reason. Will and Mike are more distant due to Mike&rsquo;s obsession with Eleven, but you can see through scenes like the one mentioned that he still cares a lot for Will and has a deeper emotional connection with him.</p><p>Mike and Eleven make out a lot, to the dismay of Hopper. Hopper gets Mike to stop obsessing over Eleven and instead of opening up (like he does with Will), Mike uses lies in order for Eleven not to break up with him. He doesn&rsquo;t really understand what he&rsquo;s meant to do in a relationship beyond just smooching unlike Lucas and Max who have a sort of cycle they go through. He follows Lucas&rsquo; advice which doesn&rsquo;t work, leading to a break up. </p><p>They&rsquo;re both inexperienced and their relationship seems very movie puppy love-esque and it never really evolves beyond that. After they break up, Mike doesn&rsquo;t seem to want to be with her for her personality or his love for her. He just wants to be able to say he has a relationship. It&rsquo;s all very superficial and it feels like they only date each other because they feel like they should rather than because actual romantic feelings.</p><p>Even when Mike confesses he loves her, it&rsquo;s because he doesn&rsquo;t want her to die which could very easily be a platonic thing. And then when they try to talk about it, Mike cannot open up and will go around a lot of stuff to avoid saying the word 'love&rsquo;. When Eleven says I love you too and kisses him, he looks very blank in comparison to him looking overjoyed after talking to Will, the only person Mike opens up to in the show. </p><p>This season I think that Mike is vaguely realising that he doesn&rsquo;t love Eleven (or girls). They just seem to be together for convenience and not because he actually loves her. We see more of Mike being overprotective and caring towards her but as I&rsquo;ve established, he&rsquo;s like that to all of his friends. He just assumed it was romantic because she was a girl and that&rsquo;s how it should be. The only person he&rsquo;s truly comfortable and himself around is Will but this season, he&rsquo;s a lot more guarded and rude towards him. This could be because Mike doesn&rsquo;t want to think about his feelings towards Will and instead is just obsessing over the one girl who shows him attention.</p><h2>Season 4 Volume 1</h2><p>Because season 4 is not finished yet, I&rsquo;m going to keep this shorter. Mike is now in high school and is trying to find his place but like before, he&rsquo;s still doing stuff because he should and not because he wants to. Eddie says Mike used to dress like whatever his mother chose him, but he&rsquo;s still trying to emulate a style of someone he&rsquo;s not; Eddie. He&rsquo;s wearing his Hellfire Club t-shirt and he&rsquo;s growing his hair out to look like him. I think this might be a little crush of his as he clearly looks up to and admires Eddie in a manner we&rsquo;ve not seen with Mike before. I think by this point, Mike knows deep down that he&rsquo;s gay and is trying to ignore it and act like someone else to avoid confronting it.</p><p>When Mike goes to California, he seems kind of uninterested in everything. He&rsquo;s distant from Will, not affectionate with Eleven and he can&rsquo;t open up to anyone. Eleven and him fight because Mike is unable to say that he loves her. Their relationship is falling apart. Mike feels like he should say he loves her just to make her happy but he can&rsquo;t. He says this when he opens up to Will yet again, the only person he can be vulnerable with. Later on in the season, Will speaks to Mike about how it&rsquo;s scary to open up (because he&rsquo;s gay) and this really gets to Mike. Mike is unable to be open and vulnerable and I think that through Will he&rsquo;s able to connect with himself emotionally and realize things about himself. </p><h2>Conclusion</h2><p>Mike is brave, protective, headstrong and moral. He cares deeply about his friends but seems to confuse platonic feelings for romance. The reason Mike and Eleven&rsquo;s love never evolved because it was never love for Mike. He dated her out of obligation and never was able to open up to her. He clearly has a close relationship with Will and he is the only person he can be himself around because he is gay and has romantic feelings for him.</p><p>This post was super long and is definitely not the definitive Mike, just my interpretation of him. If you view Mike as bi or in love with Eleven, that&rsquo;s fine, but this is just how I personally think Mike is written (and it seems to fit with his characterization throughout the series). This isn&rsquo;t one of my theory posts in which I say what I think is going to happen, it&rsquo;s my personal interpretation of a character and his arc throughout the show. </p><p>Thanks for the ask, anon.</p>
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Question: <p>Charlie singling out and praising Noah's acting during the shootout scene and as he should at 7:59 to 8:22  youtu(.)be/eSxkzhKA5lo</p>
Answer: <p>As he should, indeed. His acting is underappreciated, I think. Even in season 2, he got what I considered to be criminally underrated reactions from people. It&rsquo;s amazing that he&rsquo;s still so enthusiastic about being on this show, all things considered.</p><p>I&rsquo;m impressed that they managed to get the shootout scene perfect in only five takes. There&rsquo;s so much that can go wrong, and Charlie even mentioned one particular screwup, so 5 takes? Good job!</p>
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Question: <p>Will Byers and Bill Wyers:  instagram(.)com/p/CeJ5MVOvfZJ/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y=</p>
Answer: <p>Will found a couple of 1-Ups at the skating rink. He&rsquo;s safe to make a some mistakes now.</p>
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Question: <p>I think S5 will be Will&rsquo;s season again (full circle like you said) but I don&rsquo;t expect too much in Vol 2. From the teaser, there&rsquo;s already too much going on with El, Hawkins with the Creel house and the upside down scenes, monsters in Russia and Jopper trying to get back home (+romance). And Noah isn&rsquo;t harnessed up like Sadie, so it could be for something else.</p>
Answer: <p>What exactly is different about his harness?</p>
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Question: <p>Some people are saying Noah won't be in Season 5 cos he has to go to college/university.  I hope no one bullies him there or takes advantage of his kindness/celebrity.  I'm always worried about him :/</p>
Answer: <p>His personal life is nobody&rsquo;s business but his own. He should be allowed to go to school in peace, if that&rsquo;s what he wants.</p><p>Still, I don&rsquo;t know why people are jumping to assume that he won&rsquo;t be on the show anymore because of that. A lot of young actors work while taking classes.</p>
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Question: <p>Eddies wig is low key the best wig I have ever seen so major props to wigmaker Sarah </p>
Answer: <p>I can&rsquo;t imagine how much work must go into making those wigs look real.</p>
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Question: <p>I think S5 will be Will&rsquo;s season again (full circle like you said) but I don&rsquo;t expect too much in Vol 2. From the teaser, there&rsquo;s already too much going on with El, Hawkins with the Creel house and the upside down scenes, monsters in Russia and Jopper trying to get back home (+romance). And Noah isn&rsquo;t harnessed up like Sadie, so it could be for something else.</p>
Answer: <p>What exactly is different about his harness?</p>
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Question: <p>Did you know one of the Duffer Brothers is married to the show's wigmaker Sarah?  She's the one who makes those awful bowlcuts for Noah to wear and she has posted everyone else's hair transformations on her ig page except Noah's.</p>
Answer: <p>I did not know that. Why wouldn&rsquo;t she also include Will&rsquo;s hair transformations? It must really be something to get that bowl cut ready every season.</p>
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Question: <p>I have a random theory about Vecna/Henry/001/Peter. He was acting very different as &lsquo;the orderly&rsquo; compared to when he was killing all those children. Maybe the chip he had implanted also blocked out certain memories. He thought that it only blocked his powers and when it was removed he was acting very different. Maybe he got back certain memories when it was removed which prompted him to act like that and murder a load of kids</p>
Answer: <p>Hm, I don&rsquo;t know. I suppose it could be putting certain controls on his mind, since it already stops his powers, but, if that was the case, why wouldn&rsquo;t it also suppress his desire to remove it?</p><p>Personally, I think he was playing a part until he had the means to do something. He had to make Brenner think that he had 001 under control the entire time. Brenner may have killed him had he realized how much of a risk he really was. So, he goes around, making efforts to get close to students, but in a way that Brenner would notice. This way Brenner could issue &ldquo;corrective actions&rdquo; to put him back in line. Then he throws in the distraction with the other kids bullying El, gets Brenner focused elsewhere, and makes his move.</p>
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Question: <p>I think S5 will be Will&rsquo;s season again (full circle like you said) but I don&rsquo;t expect too much in Vol 2. From the teaser, there&rsquo;s already too much going on with El, Hawkins with the Creel house and the upside down scenes, monsters in Russia and Jopper trying to get back home (+romance). And Noah isn&rsquo;t harnessed up like Sadie, so it could be for something else.</p>
Answer: <p>What exactly is different about his harness?</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, will byers

Post id: 686877189326749696
Date: 2022-06-12 18:05:33 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/686877189326749696
Slug: did-will-say-to-mike-during-one-of-their-heart-to
Reblog key: oXZ0p5xI
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Did Will say to Mike during one of their heart to hearts in S4 V1 that Mike/the party saved him from the upside down?</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, when Mike asked if Will didn&rsquo;t trust Owens. He replied that, while Owens had been good to his family and El, he wasn&rsquo;t responsible for Will being saved. &ldquo;That was you guys who saved me. That was you guys.&rdquo;</p><p>As for who &ldquo;you guys&rdquo; are, well, let&rsquo;s just say that the other Party members were off on a side quest while Mike, Hopper, and Joyce were with Will.</p>
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Question: <p>Could you maybe write a post (short or long) to prove that Mike likes Will? Because my friend says that they're just friends...</p>
Answer: <p>Hell. Yes. This is gonna be another long one.</p><h1>The<i> Mike Has Feelings for Will</i> Breakdown</h1><h2>1. <b>Will and Mike have a closer and different relationship from the others in the party.</b></h2><p>From the very opening scene, we are meant to see that Mike and Will have a closer relationship than the others, when Will tells Mike about the bad roll after Lucas told him not to. Will lingers back after the other leaves and tells Mike the truth. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="534" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6eafd6f3f5e7b16c76e6982f4b446eeb/cadc48fd14251ca9-63/s640x960/ca67ed17f28c6ea8a979d65a165acbbdcda035a4.png" data-orig-height="534" data-orig-width="540"/></figure></div><p>(<a href="https://href.li/?https://pin.it/2YC9I8t">x</a>) </p><p>Beyond just foreshadowing Will being taken, it shows two things: first, Will is honest and has integrity; second, that Will trusts mike more than the others.</p><p>Mike is the most worried about Will out of any of the party in season 1&ndash;exclaiming that he is &ldquo;the only one who cares about Will,&rdquo; and putting finding Will above everything else, even Eleven. He keeps and looks through dozens of Will&rsquo;s drawings. When the bullies torment him and his friends, he mostly accepts it, but almost always fights back when Will is brought up.</p><p>He&rsquo;s also shown to be the most impacted by Will&rsquo;s disappearance and his &ldquo;death&rdquo; when they find the fake body. In addition to seeing Mike crying to his mom&ndash;one of the rare scenes where he finds comfort in his parents&ndash;they also filmed a scene of Mike crying while biking home that Finn apparently loved. </p><figure data-orig-height="265" data-orig-width="245"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c40b7dbc358b699bccc97a1453cf600a/cadc48fd14251ca9-56/s640x960/3d342ce0e1778eb80fe1fd0f195239870f7878cc.gif" data-orig-height="265" data-orig-width="245"/></figure><p>(<a href="https://strangergifs.tumblr.com/post/153349481004/mike-crying-and-hugging-his-mom-after-thinking-he">x</a>)</p><p>These shots are intentional, and they are meant to show us how deeply Mike cares for Will, and how that love is stronger and different from the love between the other party members.</p><p>In season 2, we see Mike caring for Will differently from the rest of the party in an even more overt way. He sticks with Will for almost the whole season and is shown being the one to notice and got to Will when he isn&rsquo;t doing good.</p><p>In the movie theater in 2x01, he immediately notices when Will has some Upside-Down-spidey-senses. He asks if he&rsquo;s okay, insists, <i>are you sure</i>? and looks him over. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="248" data-orig-width="500"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/11e4c139e120ea10cc327662581daf41/cadc48fd14251ca9-68/s640x960/752d9e0cae8cf263c457ef5e9dda952069983af1.gif" data-orig-height="248" data-orig-width="500"/></figure></div><p>(<a href="https://clericbyers.tumblr.com/post/187104639074/hot-take-as-bad-as-s3-was-the-theater-scene">x</a>)</p><p>In case that wasn&rsquo;t obvious enough to show Mike caring deeply for Will and being there for him in a way the others aren&rsquo;t, they show us not one but <i>two more</i> scenes of Mike being the one to help Will. (And this is just in the first freaking episode of season 2, aka the first season we are really getting to see their dynamic together.)</p><p>Outside the arcade, Mike is the one to notice he&rsquo;s gone and come out looking for him, and he guides him inside with a protective arm around the shoulder. </p><p>Then, while Trick or Treating, once Will has his episode, Mike is again the one to notice something is wrong with Will, he goes to him, and again tucks him protectively under his arm to take him home. </p><figure data-orig-height="140" data-orig-width="268"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/992e26e8497da30c8c2917ef7c6b22dc/cadc48fd14251ca9-98/s640x960/82132ef14c28b7a2a65185307ba298982fd8753e.gif" data-orig-height="140" data-orig-width="268"/></figure><p><b>Why would we be shown not once, not twice, but </b><i><b>three times</b></i><b>,</b><b> just in season 2&rsquo;s first act, Mike being protective over Will, the one to notice when things are wrong, the one to comfort, if we&rsquo;re not meant to notice that pattern? Notice how they are there for each other in a way the others aren&rsquo;t?</b></p><p>Throughout season 2, we see Mike being there for Will while he&rsquo;s struggling with the Mind Flayer. We see Mike stick with him for the majority of the season for support. We get the &ldquo;crazy together&rdquo; scene. We get Mike touching Will&rsquo;s hand to still the shaking. We see Mike sleeping in a chair next to Will&rsquo;s hospital bed, not moving from his side. </p><p>We also see him as the only person who isn&rsquo;t family speaking to Will in the cabin when trying to reach him through the Mind Flayer&rsquo;s possession. The iconic scene:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="717" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7f835b276ca5c549c6a27547ffac09d2/cadc48fd14251ca9-2d/s640x960/be7c58c9ddfa2bfe0552c17d032f463ca2884bd9.png" data-orig-height="717" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><p>(<a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/187064988433/wheelyers-hold-up-can-i-point-out-how-mike-and">x</a>)</p><p>He tells him the story of their first meeting with a tear running down his cheek&ndash;&ldquo;It was the best thing I&rsquo;ve ever done&rdquo; and Will, even through his possession, looks a bit like that&rsquo;s everything he&rsquo;s ever wanted to hear.</p><p>We don&rsquo;t get this kind of backstory for any of the other&rsquo;s friendships or first meetings, and I truly think it&rsquo;s because the writers are emphasizing the significance of Mike and Will specifically. More importantly though, we see how this memory, and his friendship with Will overall, is so important to Mike. </p><p>In season 4, we even get the difference in their relationship more explicitly: Mike tells Will how Hawkins isn&rsquo;t the same without him, saying the other&rsquo;s names as if to imply <i>they&rsquo;re not you</i>. The message is that their relationships are different, and the others don&rsquo;t fill the void of Will&rsquo;s leaving.</p><h2>2. <b>Will and Mike have a closer and different relationship from Mike and Eleven.</b></h2><p>Beyond just the differences between Mike and Will&rsquo;s relationships and their relationships with the rest of the party, their relationship is also shown to be very different from Mike&rsquo;s relationship with Eleven. They are very obviously contrasted in season 3 with the Mileven breakup and the Byler fight. This has probably been analyzed to death so I&rsquo;ll keep it to the main points.</p><p>The Mileven breakup is such a different vibe than the Byler fight. The argument itself is played off for laughs (&ldquo;I dump your ass&rdquo;) and their reactions are humorous. Mike&rsquo;s face, Max&rsquo;s face, Max and Eleven laughing in the bus afterward. Even Mike seems more annoyed than hurt afterward, saying the girls are &ldquo;conspiring&rdquo; against him.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="225" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f18d8c4bb46fc1677ddbb79918726b3b/cadc48fd14251ca9-86/s640x960/d441fa0e7774b0c908841064b63f9e0949c48d50.gif" data-orig-height="225" data-orig-width="540"/></figure></div><p>(<a href="https://roslin.tumblr.com/post/186048428767/i-dump-your-ass-iconic">X</a>)</p><p>Compare this to the stark seriousness of the Byler fight, which is just dramatically different. All grey and dull, in the pouring rain, different lighting. And afterward, instead of laughter and vibrant colors, we get Will destroying Castle Byers, showing the deep impact this has on the characters versus the shallow impact of the Mileven breakup. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="271" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5f5288743e74f9a2dc1ae49fec9f13b6/cadc48fd14251ca9-3d/s640x960/6897a37d57818354da030c334c17a8390ea43a14.gif" data-orig-height="271" data-orig-width="540"/></figure></div><p>(<a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/186074563119/embed">x</a>)</p><p>Even ignoring the <a href="https://href.li/?https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vmjd4qpiLISZULPlTLrAGrc3a9FK2CpazDquxc6q9bQ/edit#slide=id.ge087aa9389_0_539">Eyewitness parallel</a>, this scene is huge for Mike and Will&rsquo;s relationship, and specifically for how Mike views Will. It is treated with such seriousness compared to the Mileven breakup.</p><p>Afterward, Mike bikes through the rain to go to Will&rsquo;s house to apologize, and when he doesn&rsquo;t find him there, continues through the rain to Castle Byers. He immediately wants to fix things and apologize, whereas with El, he didn&rsquo;t even see those things as options. He can handle Eleven being mad at him, but he can&rsquo;t stand to leave things in a bad place with Will. </p><p>We are shown these two fights in the same episode but in drastically different treatments for a reason, and that is to show how Mike prioritizes his relationships, valuing his friendship with Will more than his relationship with Eleven.</p><p>Then there&rsquo;s the end of season 3. The iconic eyes-wide-open kiss where Mike is framed in front of an open closet. Where Eleven walks away and Mike looks completely confused and conflicted in a way that makes no sense if he really loves her. </p><p>Again, comparing this scene to Byler&rsquo;s goodbye scene, where Mike is engaged and open. Where Mike wonders if Will would join another party and he says &ldquo;not possible&rdquo; and Mike looks at him so softly. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="481" data-orig-width="723"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/945934989faadec190ba795424a67a97/cadc48fd14251ca9-87/s640x960/5d096f1a9f26d2cccc53427c2a3255ef31f58ba6.gif" data-orig-height="481" data-orig-width="723"/></figure></div><p>(<a href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/queerxqueen/686697734240092160?source=share">x</a>)</p><p>I personally believe this is the moment he starts to realize his feelings for Will, and that&rsquo;s why he acts strangely with Eleven&rsquo;s confession and kiss. Even if you don&rsquo;t believe that, these scenes are important because they show how Mike is responding to saying goodbye to two of the most important people in his life. </p><p>And of course, in season 4, we see Mike being unable to tell El he loves her, but being able to express to Will that he&rsquo;s missed him.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t think the difference in how he treats them is accidental&ndash;they are intentionally showing his value of Will&rsquo;s friendship and comparing it to his conflicting feelings around his relationship with El. They&rsquo;ve compared the relationships too many times and too directly for it to be coincidence: they want us to see the difference in these two relationships.</p><h2>3. <b>Mike has feelings for Will by season 4. </b></h2><p>Mike&rsquo;s actions truly don&rsquo;t make sense unless we assume he&rsquo;s queer and repressing himself, pulling away from Will and focusing on El to avoid acknowledging the truth of his sexuality.</p><p>After we are shown so consistently how he prioritizes Will, we&rsquo;re meant to notice the stark difference of how Mike treats Will at the airport. First, he rebuffs his hug for an awkward shoulder pat, then, with a carefully blank expression, asks about the painting and dismisses it. We&rsquo;re talking about the kid who used to tuck Will under his arm whenever he was scared in season 2, the kid who kept all of Will&rsquo;s drawings and looked through them when he missed him in season 1. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="249" data-orig-width="500"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8ac3edf1b6f78c79d891a57f7be03ac2/cadc48fd14251ca9-fd/s640x960/9b4009d3dcdacd865b27d2aa8c8914b479716a8b.gif" data-orig-height="249" data-orig-width="500"/></figure></div><p>Then, there&rsquo;s the roller skating rink scenes. <b>Mike is allegedly ignoring Will all night, yet when they fight, he lists off Will&rsquo;s behavior as if he has actually been paying close attention: Will was &ldquo;moping around, rolling eyes,&rdquo; etc. Meaning that, while Mike wasn&rsquo;t acting on it, he is still noticing Will&rsquo;s signs of not being okay, just like he consistently did in season 2.</b> He can&rsquo;t help but pay close attention to his best friend and notice the signs of him being off, even if he wants to focus on his girlfriend. </p><p>Yet again, we see Mike putting his relationship with Will first by immediately apologizing and admitting fault in a way that he doesn&rsquo;t do often. Where he typically deflects blame (Max &ldquo;conspiring&rdquo; in season 3, the &ldquo;who said I didn&rsquo;t?&rdquo; in his fight with El in season 4), with Will he realizes he&rsquo;s done wrong and apologizes. His priority is making sure his relationship with Will is okay. </p><p>This is another stark change considering how he acted toward Will in the beginning of the season, and it is marked by the absence of El&ndash;the departure of the expectations of being a perfect, straight boyfriend. Suddenly, we see Mike able to open up and express himself again. We see him soft and gentle in the way he really only is with Will. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="249" data-orig-width="500"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/bd43c30cbd65127e662935b6476cc818/cadc48fd14251ca9-47/s640x960/55e09b82609844d23c1a020e43c14b9566a03ed4.gif" data-orig-height="249" data-orig-width="500"/></figure></div><p>(<a href="https://prettyteenvamp.tumblr.com/post/685414063389491200/cool?is_related_post=1">x</a>)</p><p>Then there&rsquo;s this scene which is just. So sweet. So much Byler.</p><p>But there&rsquo;s a specific section of it that I can&rsquo;t find gif&rsquo;d that I love, and I want to break it down. It&rsquo;s surrounding the line &ldquo;I have no idea what&rsquo;s going to happen next.&rdquo; You can <a href="https://youtu.be/X67PJ7hNrMs?t=225">watch the clip here</a> but I will break down the microexpressions:</p><p>Mike looks down, mouth open like he wants to say something, but he hesitates, blinks a few times, thinking, and seems to get up the courage to say it. &ldquo;I have no idea what&rsquo;s going to happen next.&rdquo; <b>Looks away. Swallows hard. Looks back. Cut to Will, who swallows hard too.</b> &ldquo;But whatever it is, I think it&rsquo;ll be easier if we work together. If we&rsquo;re a team.&rdquo;</p><p>He&rsquo;s so nervous when he says he has no idea what&rsquo;s next. He means it. He&rsquo;s scared. He doesn&rsquo;t know what&rsquo;s next, not just with Eleven and the Upside Down, but with his relationships, with both Eleven and with Will. Yet through that fear and that not knowing, the one thing he puts ahead of everything else is making sure that he and Will are good, that they are a team, friends, best friends.</p><p>Welp, I made myself emotional about Byler again.</p><p>Anyway, hope this helps change some folks minds including anon&rsquo;s friends :)</p><p>[<a href="https://queerxqueen.tumblr.com/ask">Send me Byler asks?</a>]</p>
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Question: <p>I am dissapointed in the amount of Will and 11 scenes/moments we got considering how magical Nillie are irl</p>
Answer: <p>Me too. It was one of the things at the top of my season 4 wish list, and we got barely anything.</p><p>I&rsquo;m hoping we get more. Will getting Tranced does set up some possibilities. </p>
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Question: <p>Hi! Love reading your theories. How can you be so confident Will will play a bigger role to the story (e.g. having powers etc) in vol 2/s5, seeing as he has been sidelined since s3? </p>
Answer: <p>Hello, thank you!</p><p>I don&rsquo;t see there being much other explanation for what&rsquo;s happened to Will beside him having powers or the Duffers just not caring about the character anymore. </p><p>Besides, his sidelining becomes more and more conspicuous in how little attention Will gets. It&rsquo;s a very meta thing, but he just becomes more and more of a background character, but that&rsquo;s also what he&rsquo;s getting angry about. It tells me that it&rsquo;s an intentional decision on the part of the writers.</p><p>Add on to that the fact that we know that Noah had to be harnessed up for a scene, which has already been established as how they do the Trance floating, and that&rsquo;s where I think we&rsquo;re headed. Add on that Noah was goofing off with Millie at the roller rink, but he was wearing the outfit Will would wear the day they went on the run. That tells me that the roller rink will be part of his Trance. Add on to that the fact that we&rsquo;re revisiting earlier events, such as the Upside Down being frozen on the day specifically mentioned as being the day Will disappeared. </p><p>Things are starting to come full circle, and this whole thing started with Will&rsquo;s disappearance. Noah even said we&rsquo;re going to find out more about why Will was the first one. He&rsquo;s been far too excited for the show for a guy whose role gets smaller and smaller.</p><p>It&rsquo;s all heading somewhere. I might not be right about exactly where (superpowered Will, possibly having created the Upside Down), but it&rsquo;s going somewhere.</p>
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Question: <p>Whenever Dr Brenner said "Papa and daughter" to 11 it gave me the creeps</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, it&rsquo;s a bit unsettling. He&rsquo;s tapping into deeply conditioned stimuli to get her to be more compliant. I&rsquo;m not as convinced as I used to be that he&rsquo;s a totally sinister person, but it&rsquo;s still clear that he&rsquo;s manipulating her. I think it might be more out of fear than his own desire for power, though.</p>
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Question: <p>Why did Mike punch Will on his shoulder after that lousy hug?</p>
Answer: <p>He was going all-in with the &ldquo;we&rsquo;re just two bros&rdquo; thing. He was making it as casual and distant as he could. Mike was overdoing <i>everything </i>in that scene. It was performative, but Mike isn&rsquo;t anywhere close to being the actor Finn is. I wonder if it was hard for Finn to have to act like someone who can&rsquo;t act.</p>
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Question: <p>how did you feel about the counselor in s4? would you have reacted the same if max came to your house? followup followup question: have you realized shes wearing a clock necklace and is the main thing tying max, chrissy, fred, etc together</p>
Answer: <p>I just answered an Ask about what I think about Ms. Kelly. I do think she did a good job. </p><p>Max coming to my house during break would have been a huge red alert to me. A student seeking out the school counselor on their free time is a big deal, especially when its a student who is usually so closed off. It would be a delicate dance at that point, though. I&rsquo;d be very suspicious, but I wouldn&rsquo;t be able to let her see that. I&rsquo;d let her use the bathroom, but I&rsquo;d come up with some reasonable scenario that allowed me to follow her (i.e. getting a snack, doing laundry, etc). I wouldn&rsquo;t let her wander off until I knew she was safe. She&rsquo;s already very much at-risk, showing signs of depression, and I&rsquo;d be very concerned that her arrival at my house signaled suicidal intent.</p><p>I didn&rsquo;t notice the clock necklace, but it is interesting. I wonder if they&rsquo;ll show her finding out who died and making the connection that they and Max all presented the same symptoms. If it were me, I&rsquo;d assume some sort of drug problem in the school, but that&rsquo;s because I don&rsquo;t live in a horror show.</p>
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Question: <p>who would win in a HSC vs s4 hawkins school counselor 1v1 matchup </p>
Answer: <p>Ms. Kelly was definitely one of the better depictions of a school counselor in popular media. We&rsquo;ll call it a draw since she&rsquo;s high school, while I&rsquo;m currently at the elementary level. It&rsquo;s apples and oranges when it comes to what you do and how you do it.</p><p>I do approve of how she handled her job, though. She was greeting students as they arrived, making herself visible and accessible. She met with students and discussed more than just their grades or future prospects. She was willing to help a student during Spring Break, though it&rsquo;s very risky to invite a student into your home due to the possibility of perceived impropriety. </p><p>Good job, overall, Ms. Kelly.</p>
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Question: <p>From where Nancy got her guns? I guess she didn't shop them</p>
Answer: <p>She probably got them from that military surplus store that she and Jonathan went to in season 1. It&rsquo;s not like the guy there really questioned them too hard if all they had to do was tell him they were going monster hunting.</p><p>It&rsquo;s rural Indiana in the 80s. It probably wasn&rsquo;t too hard to get a hold of some guns.</p>
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Question: <p>I hope you are keeping well and eating on time</p>
Answer: <p>Well, thank you. I just reheated some pizza, actually. </p>
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Question: <p>If Will Byers was a student at the school you work at as a school counselor, what advice would you give him?</p>
Answer: <p>That would depend on what I know. I mean, I know a lot about him since he&rsquo;s a fictional character, but that wouldn&rsquo;t be the case if he were a real student of mine. Will is incredibly good at hiding his feelings, so I might not have a good sense of what is going on with him. </p><p>I suppose I would start by talking to him about the bullying. We often know <i>something</i> about bullying that goes on in our schools, even if we often don&rsquo;t know enough, usually because bullies avoid getting caught, to do anything about it. Word would eventually get to me that Will gets bullied for being perceived as gay. I would also be aware of the fact that his father left the family, which would also have me wondering about any potential abuse.</p><p>The first step is always to attempt to build a rapport. You never just go in and start poking and prodding. That would cause any kid, let alone one like Will, to close up and just hide even more. I&rsquo;d start listening for any loose threads I could gently pull at, seeing what may or may not unravel. The idea to get a sense as to what is on his mind. What are his strengths, weaknesses, protective factors, risk factors, etc? What needs to be built up, what needs to be coped with?</p><p>There&rsquo;s no easy answers when it comes to working with a student. If Will started to talk about the bullying, I&rsquo;d ask how he felt about it and what part of it bothered him most. Is it that they turned things that should be positives (art, being kind, etc.) into negatives? Is it that people might think it&rsquo;s true? Is it because he&rsquo;s afraid it&rsquo;s true? That last one I&rsquo;d never bring up unless he did first. The point is to help him get to the root of the issue. The only outcome I&rsquo;d be trying to direct him to is a healthy self-identity, but I can&rsquo;t tell him what that identity is supposed to be. And, hey, if stuff about Mike comes up, I&rsquo;d be a judgment-free ear to listen and help him unpack it all.</p><p>As for the stuff with his dad, I&rsquo;d want to help him process all of that, but, again, only if he brings it up. Is he afraid of proving his father right? Does he still value his father&rsquo;s approval of him? Does he hold himself at all responsible for him leaving? The point here would be to help him identify any cognitive distortions where he places any undue blame on himself, and help him reframe things in a more positive, helpful manner. He&rsquo;s a good kid whose mother and brother love him, whose friends value him. Sometimes it takes an outside perspective to help shift things back into place.</p><p>As for the supernatural stuff, well, I&rsquo;m not sure I&rsquo;d be much help there. Since he&rsquo;s an artist, I&rsquo;d probably assume he&rsquo;s being metaphorical if he even dared to broach the topic. Of course, then I&rsquo;d almost certainly be pulled into the situation. I&rsquo;m not sure I&rsquo;d like my chances, but, being a school employee, I know that there&rsquo;s, sadly, always a possibility that I have to come in between my students and danger. </p>
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Question: <p>So funny random thought I guess... </p><p>When the Cali gang and the Hawkins squad meet there's gonna be a moment between Lucas and Will. And I don't mean the 'I miss you' moment though it will happen too. I think there's gonna be a moment when Will says something, and Lucas believes him and the go all 'oh, you are being sarcastic'.</p><p>This already happened this season TWICE so third time is the charm.</p><p>It already happened between Max and Dustin and also between Mike and Suzie. So Lucas and Will will be closing the circle. </p>
Answer: <p>I do like the little Lucas/Will friendship moments we get throughout the series. I hope they give us another one.</p><p>You&rsquo;re right about there already being blatant sarcasm moments already, too. I could see there being one with Lucas and Will.</p>
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Question: <p>Jason reminds me of a cult like Tom Cruise esque leader. The actor even speaks like him on the show lol</p>
Answer: <p>They reveal that Jason is very good, <i>frighteningly</i> good, at working a crowd at the pep rally. That&rsquo;s a Chekov&rsquo;s Gun that would come into play when he addresses the people of Hawkins later on. He&rsquo;s very charismatic, which is potentially a very dangerous weapon. Vecna used his own charisma, which sociopaths often do, to manipulate El into helping him when she was younger. The difference is I don&rsquo;t think Jason is a sociopath. He&rsquo;s just extremely misguided, so he&rsquo;s using his talents the wrong way.</p>
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Question: <p>What would happen if Will voluntarily hugged Vecna?  Like showed him no fear</p>
Answer: <p>Vecna would probably be thoroughly confused. He has no empathy, so I wouldn&rsquo;t expect it to have an affect on him, but he also wouldn&rsquo;t understand why Will was doing it.</p><p>If they are going for a Freddy Krueger, &ldquo;fear makes him stronger&rdquo;, thing, though, then it might allow Will to resist him.</p>
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Question: <p>Mike handpicked yellow flowers for 11 and not red ones.  Makes you wonder if he even is in love with her or has a superhero kink.  Too bad he does not know his to be boyfriend already has spidey senses.</p>
Answer: <p>In fairness, I don&rsquo;t think most 15 year old boys would be thinking about flower color meanings when buying a bouquet. He claimed he got yellow because it&rsquo;s her favorite color, which is fair. The exaggerated explanation makes that all seem a bit made up to me, though, especially when he gets into why he &ldquo;added&rdquo; purple to it.</p>
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Question: <p>Will with super powers would be like Superman</p>
Answer: <p>I was thinking more Captain America, in power strength, not power set. Will wouldn&rsquo;t be so overpowered that it would take ridiculous writing to leave him vulnerable to danger.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi! I know you said you&rsquo;re exhausted from answering asks, so don&rsquo;t feel pressured to answer this one, do it whenever you&rsquo;re ready :)</p><p>Anyway, not sure if you&rsquo;ve ever played it, but I was wondering if you think there&rsquo;s any connection between Stranger Things and The Walking Dead Games by Telltale? I&rsquo;m pretty sure I&rsquo;ve seen someone else on here mention some similarities but I can&rsquo;t remember their username (Orelion/Aurelion something maybe??). Anyway I don&rsquo;t have a strong theory or really any significant evidence for it but I noticed a few minor (and by minor, I mean minuscule)  similarities today and wanted to mention them to one of the theory blogs (which obviously ended up being you) to hear their thoughts on it.</p><p>So I learnt today that the s4 antagonist Jason&rsquo;s last name is Carver. In The Walking Dead Game (s2) there&rsquo;s an antagonistic character called Carver as well. The first name of this character is William (similar to Will Byers), but he goes by his last name or Bill (Similar to Billy Hargrove). Both Jason Carver and William Carver have a plot that revolves around them obsessively stalking/tracking down people in the name of love (Jason tracking down Eddie to &ldquo;avenge&rdquo; Chrissy = for love, William tracks down a group of survivors because one of them he loves/possibly got pregnant = for &ldquo;love&rdquo;.) </p><p>I know they&rsquo;re really minor comparisons and it&rsquo;s unlikely that it&rsquo;s anything significant at all but I thought it might be worth bringing up as it&rsquo;s well known that the duffers like making references to other pieces of media. I&rsquo;m sure there&rsquo;s also more comparisons across the 4 TWD games and the 4 seasons of ST but that&rsquo;s just some small ones I can think of off the top of my head. Thoughts?</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m afraid I haven&rsquo;t played either of those. Is that the cancelled Telltale game of season 1 Will? It&rsquo;s possible that elements planned for that game found their way into the Walking Dead game, instead. Similarities can also be found in games because of in-jokes and references from the game studio, rather than the source material. I can&rsquo;t really speak on that in this case, though.</p><p>Is there anyone out there who is familiar with these games and can chime in on this?</p>
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Question: <p>What was inside of Will's mouth when 11 visited him in the upside down?</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m not sure what you mean. Are you talking about what I presume is something like an ovipositer? I think that&rsquo;s supposed to be what was implanting the slug into Will. Aside from that, I don&rsquo;t remember anything being in his mouth. If there&rsquo;s something else, please send me a video or screenshot.</p>
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Question: <p>I don't think Vecna will hurt Will.  Henry Creel would have befriended Will if they lived near.  Like Will once said that the mindflayer and demogorgans want to hurt everyone else and not him</p>
Answer: <p>I think it would be less about him hurting Will as it is gaining Will&rsquo;s pain to be strength for himself. That&rsquo;s why I think he&rsquo;s targeting people with hidden trauma. He had already told El that the other kids are still with him, while pointing to his head. </p><p>He&rsquo;s such a sociopath that he doesn&rsquo;t even consider what he&rsquo;s doing a bad thing. He thinks he&rsquo;s bringing his victims where they belong, all while he grows stronger. To him, getting Will is like welcoming him home.</p>
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Question: <p>A few days ago you answered an ask about Mike handpicking the flowers for El and said that didn't sound like Mike to you.  I was wondering if you could expound on that; in the rest of the ask, you discuss his behavior as the airport as reason to doubt his story, but I was wondering why you say that doesn't sound like something he would do in the first place.  Is it a matter of Mike's general characterization or that he does it for El specifically?</p>
Answer: <p>It just felt very phony to me. Everything about Mike was phony in that scene, from his behavior, to his clothes, to his flowers. He was lying in every aspect of who he was, and that is very much not in accordance with who Mike really is. He acted like he hand-picked them, but how he went about explaining it seemed very made up.</p><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>I, uh&hellip; I handpicked those for you in Hawkins. I know you like yellow, but now I&rsquo;m realizing it&rsquo;s too much yellow. I know you also like purple, so I got purple as well. So I kinda did, like, a 70/30 split kinda thing.</p></blockquote><p>First, he hesitates, as if he&rsquo;s trying to come up with something to say. Then he claims he handpicked them because they were her favorite color. Then he says he <b>now realizes</b> that its too much yellow, so he added purple. No, Mike, you&rsquo;re not now realizing anything if you picked them hours (days?) ago in Hawkins. Let&rsquo;s not forget that it was a very early morning flight. When did he find the time to pick them? </p><p>He probably bought them moments ago at an airport gift shop. At best, he bought them at the airport where he departed (probably Indianapolis). I mean, that explains why there was a tag on them in the first place. He&rsquo;s just trying way too hard to make the gift look much more personal than it is. Apologies to anyone who felt that Mike was being genuinely romantic there, but he wasn&rsquo;t. He was just trying to look the part. Argyle commenting that his clothes were just cheap knockoffs wasn&rsquo;t just some random line. It was to let us know that Mike was just acting like some caricature of who he thought he was supposed to be. </p>
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Question: <p>HI! I'm new here! Love your blog :) I wanted to ask in you have any thoughts on the "Trauma Swing" trope in relation to Will? </p><p>TV tropes has this description: </p><p>A popular way to illustrate that someone suffers from a trauma of some sorts is showing them sitting alone at a children's playground, usually on the swing... If the person is a child, it may imply parental abuse or other family troubles</p>
Answer: <p>Welcome! I&rsquo;m glad you like my blog.</p><p>I mean, the Duffers usually like to play around with those types of cliched tropes. If they invoke this, then I&rsquo;d expect that maybe it starts off like we&rsquo;d expect, only for them to flip it around and the swing ends up being used to bring Will hope.</p><p>It&rsquo;s where he met Mike, after all. While there&rsquo;s been some bumps along the way because Mike is an oblivious idiot, nobody else makes Will smile like Mike does. I like to think that Mike is one of the biggest reasons Will has been able to cope with the more mundane trauma he&rsquo;s had before the events of season 1.</p>
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Question: <p>I'd like to combine to of your answers and raise a new question because I'm not sure I fully understand Mike's mindset when it comes to powers. </p><p>You said that </p><p>1. Mike's feelings for Will existed before he knew that Will (most definitely) has powers and he might even be the one responsible for awakening them</p><p>2. Mike was fascinated by but also scared of El and her powers</p><p>(Here's hoping I didn't twist your words xD)</p><p>So how can we be sure Mike wouldn't be scared of Will and his powers? </p><p>I'd like to think of a love is stronger than fear situation but I also don't want Mike to be scared of his boyfriend. Maybe I'm being a regular old overthinker right now but I just want people and especially the haters to see that other than Mi**ven, Byler is healthy. </p>
Answer: <p>I wouldn&rsquo;t say you twisted my words, though you may have presented them to me in a way I didn&rsquo;t originally notice. </p><p>Here&rsquo;s what I say to this:</p><p>Mike isn&rsquo;t afraid of El&rsquo;s powers. He&rsquo;s afraid of El. With her powers, yes, she&rsquo;s a potentially dangerous person who just happened to be on Mike&rsquo;s side. Her losing her powers was probably the best of both worlds for Mike. He can still imagine her as a superhero, but now there&rsquo;s no risk of her turning her powers in the wrong direction. She&rsquo;d remain this paragon of heroism to him. However, now Mike saw her crack a girl in the face with a roller skate. Angela had it coming, but El demonstrated vengeance, rather than heroism. She&rsquo;s not a bad person, but she&rsquo;s not the superhero that Mike built up in his mind. Had she still had her powers, Angela probably could have died that day. Mike is aware of this. It was a Broken Pedestal moment, in a sense, but only because he held El up to an unrealistic standard that nobody would ever be able to live up to.</p><p>In contrast, Mike has known Will for years. Will never wishes to hurt anyone, and he tends to avoid conflict. The only time he&rsquo;s ever taken any aggressive actions was when he was possessed. Aside from that, the most he does is get frustrated, but ultimately back down. Mike trusts Will. He might be a little cautious if Will does present powers, but he&rsquo;d trust Will to not want to hurt him, or anyone else for that matter. If Mike ever put Will up on a pedestal, it never had anything to do with him having powers. It was always about who Will was. While Mike would probably be a bit cautious at first, I think he&rsquo;d quickly see that Will is still Will.</p>
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Question: <p>My problem with CW Jason is that while I can see why people would think his actions after Chrissy death were justified, him bullying Eddie before anything even happened to her was not</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, of course not. He was set up to be the typical jerk jock, and he is, to an extent. His bullying of Eddie was rather ineffectual, though. Eddie stands up, throws up some horns, and Jason just sits back down in frustration. We don&rsquo;t see his bullying get really serious until he goes looking for Eddie. That&rsquo;s because, to me, it&rsquo;s not bullying anymore. He&rsquo;s not doing it for some social reason. He&rsquo;s become a vigilante. He no longer cares about appearances. He wants vengeance.</p><p>To Jason, Chrissy&rsquo;s death, supposedly at Eddie&rsquo;s hands, proves to him that he was right about Eddie all along. Jason believes he&rsquo;s the good guy in this situation. He&rsquo;s just going way, way too far in trying to be the hero.</p><p>Jason is not quite an Angela, even if he&rsquo;s not a truly good person. He still has a chance to learn that people like Eddie aren&rsquo;t bad just because they&rsquo;re different.</p>
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Question: <p>El can't bring someone into another person's mind like that. She can go in herself (and could probably fight Vecna inside a Trance) but she can't bring the Party in. What I think she might do is relay what's happening in there to a radio. It's been established she can do that, and that she can hear people talking to her while she's in there. So the others could then tell her what to say to the Tranced person to try and break them out of it, or what memory to try and summon to help them. 1/2</p>
Answer: <blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>So El could argue against Vecna&rsquo;s lies, or go into the person&rsquo;s subconscious and find a memory to help fight him. It would still be a group effort, the others just wouldn&rsquo;t literally be in Will&rsquo;s mind with El. If that is the plan though, I could see it going badly wrong. As it did when El tried to get inside Billy&rsquo;s head. If she digs too deep into Will&rsquo;s subconscious, El could end up disturbing something she never expected. The Mind Flayer, buried trauma &hellip; who knows? 2/2</p></blockquote><p>I don&rsquo;t know that we can say what the extent of El&rsquo;s powers are, especially now that she&rsquo;s meant to be getting them back stronger than before.</p><p>I&rsquo;m sure El plays a key role in all of this. Her powers will be how they&rsquo;re able to get into Will&rsquo;s mind. I just can&rsquo;t see the other Party members just sitting around while El is doing that, though. Especially Mike. Plus I don&rsquo;t understand what the whole Piggyback business is if someone isn&rsquo;t &ldquo;riding&rdquo; El into someone else&rsquo;s mind. It&rsquo;s not like El would be the one doing the Piggybacking. She&rsquo;s done this before. Maybe it would be her piggybacking on someone else&rsquo;s mind to get into Vecna&rsquo;s? Eh, that seems pretty lame to me, though, and it makes it look like it&rsquo;s all her again.</p><p>I think something unexpected being disturbed might actually be the entire point of the scenario happening. Just what does Will have that he&rsquo;s hiding? Is it just that he&rsquo;s gay, or is there something more? Something much more sinister, like you suggested. The idea that he&rsquo;s much more connected to this than anyone realized&hellip;</p>
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Question: <p>So I rewatched the interview in which Finn says &ldquo;I don&rsquo;t think he knows&rdquo; and laughs a bit (breaks the stoic interviewing facade) when asked about Mike&rsquo;s response to Will&rsquo;s incoming vol 2 confession. And I think most people read that as &ldquo;he doesn&rsquo;t know about Will&rsquo;s feelings yet&rdquo;, but to me it seemed more like &ldquo;he knows know how to respond/what to do once the confession happens&rdquo; and it got me wondering - if Byler is happening, could it be maybe the most logical progression to not have Mike be all enthusiastically &ldquo;ME TOO&rdquo; right in the next two episodes? Given his internalized homophobia/working through this stuff perhaps since s3 (explaining his increasingly bizarre/standoffish behavior to Will), and all the buildup to him having something to say to El she won&rsquo;t want to hear&hellip;maybe the most natural plot pacing is that he and El break up in these next two eps and Mike finds out about Will liking him, and it&rsquo;s left as ???? as to what Mike actually thinks about that confession or what he&rsquo;ll do next? Then they could show a buildup to them being endgame in s5 that allows some breathing room after the breakup with El and also time for Mike to sort out this confusing stuff he&rsquo;s feeling? I dunno, just musing. Boy would that be stressful lol (although I would see anything other than immediate rejection in vol 2 as basically endgame confirmation lol so I&rsquo;d be happy). </p>
Answer: <p>Oh, I agree. I don&rsquo;t expect Mike to just suddenly jump in feet-first with loving Will. I expect that they&rsquo;ll resolve Mike and El&rsquo;s situation, hopefully with them agreeing that they don&rsquo;t work together (as a couple) because they love ideas of each other rather than who they really are. </p><p>With Will, though, I expect Mike to be struggling, especially after he and El break up. She would have been a perfect excuse for him not acknowledging what his feelings for Will might mean, and now that shield will have been taken away. It&rsquo;s going to be something that has to progress, but I don&rsquo;t know that I agree with it stretching into season 5. I feel like they need to address it now. Maybe they don&rsquo;t get together here, but it needs to be obvious that it&rsquo;s not a one-sided thing.</p><p>I think that Will&rsquo;s expected Trance will be a wakeup call for Mike. How many times is he going to come close to losing Will before his real feelings come out? It doesn&rsquo;t have to immediately lead into them getting together, but the audience needs to know what&rsquo;s going on now, not later.</p>
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Question: <p>I agree with the idea of Mike's confession bring out Will's powers, mostly because Netflix posted that things about Mike's love being stronger than  having powers. (It was in netflix spain) </p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t personally get too excited over Netflix posts. I highly doubt that the social media managers of those accounts get inside info. </p><p>Still, I agree with the sentiment. The power of love has been a recurring theme throughout the show. The love that&rsquo;s been brewing beneath the surface between Mike and Will has to be leading somewhere.</p>
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Question: <p>I have no idea what kosmemophobia is, but to me, Eddie is that kind of deviant person that I'd love to be if only I were more self-assured and wouldn't care about other people's opinions. And I think Mike and I are not the only ones that think of Eddie as some kind of role model. </p>
Answer: <p>At the end of the day, Eddie is the personification of what most high school &ldquo;deviants&rdquo; are: free spirits who bristle at being told to conform, but who are just nice people with a rough exterior. Eddie&rsquo;s &ldquo;fuck off&rdquo; behavior is a protective shield formed over years of being mocked. </p><p>The real dangerous people are the ones who pretend to be nice. Just look at Angela. </p><p>It&rsquo;s sheep in wolves&rsquo; clothing vs wolf in sheeps&rsquo; clothing. Which would you rather have in your pasture?</p>
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Question: <p>The thing that&rsquo;s sad about Eddie is even if he does die in some big heroic sacrifice he will be remembered as a villain in everybody&rsquo;s eyes except Dustins. Every other character who died, even ones who were horrible people like Billy, got to be honoured and remembered as hero&rsquo;s </p>
Answer: <p>I suppose it depends on the nature of his sacrifice. Ideally, it would be a redeeming sacrifice, in view of people who thought he was a part of it all from the start. Maybe he&rsquo;ll even come to Jason&rsquo;s defense at some point. The guy may be a fanatical madman, but his motives are understandable, so I feel he needs something to pull him back from being a bad guy himself.</p><p>Eddie certainly deserves better than to die as a perceived villain, at any rate.</p>
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Question: <p>Vecna isn't claiming he killed Barb. He's implying Nancy did. Nancy has been blaming herself for Barb's death since season one. Vecna recognizes her as the ringleader of the group and wants to weaken her. Her guilt is an easy thing to prey on.</p>
Answer: <p>I can see what you&rsquo;re saying, but I&rsquo;m not sure it fits. Nancy&rsquo;s whole motivation in season 2 was because she didn&rsquo;t want to forget about what happened to Barb. Vecna supposedly taunting her that he, unlike her, doesn&rsquo;t forget his victims, seems to contradict that. Yeah, he could just be digging at her, but it seems very artificial. </p><p>I guess we&rsquo;ll see, though.</p>
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Question: <p>i think what&rsquo;s really confusing me about mike rn is that in s3 his thing was that el wasn&rsquo;t a machine, and she didn&rsquo;t need to do everything for them to &ldquo;win&rdquo; but then in s4 it&rsquo;s like he&rsquo;s hyperfocused on her being a superhero? do you have any thoughts on this? </p>
Answer: <p>I think Mike likes the <i>idea </i>of her being this powerful, mythical being, but he&rsquo;s still terrified of what could happen if she uses those powers. Her being powerless allows him to continue seeing her that way without the risk that something might happen to her. She can be just exactly what he wants to envision her to be, especially since he doesn&rsquo;t see her daily anymore. This is why her brutal (but justified) attack on Angela has him acting very callous. His perfect, but fabricated, idea of her has been shaken.</p><p>The fact that El moved away is huge in this situation. Mike can go back to what he did in between seasons 1 &amp; 2. He&rsquo;s just letting his mind imagine who she is, building this image of a perfect person that never gets challenged because he only interacts with her through letters. We see a similar thing with El, as she also struggles with the person Mike actually presents as after not seeing him for a while. It&rsquo;s like how she spent <i>her </i>time in between seasons 1 &amp; 2 watching soap operas and occasionally checking in on Mike. She&rsquo;s also building up this fake, idealized version of him that cracks when they meet back up again.</p><p>Neither of them actually love each other (romantically). They&rsquo;ve just both created the perfect person and assigned those traits to each other in their absence. That&rsquo;s why it all falls apart when they&rsquo;re together. It&rsquo;s exhausting having to keep up the charade.</p>
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Question: <p>I would REALLY love for Will to have powers, but I don't know if I actually want that to happen because of Byler. I'm sure fans would say that Mike 'only likes him because of his powers' now like some are doing with Mileven. A way around this could be Mike declaring his love for Will in spite of that but I'm not sure.</p>
Answer: <p>I see what you&rsquo;re saying, but we can see Mike&rsquo;s feelings for Will growing from the start of the show. It might be a bit weird if he doesn&rsquo;t reveal his feelings until after Will shows powers, but the feelings are already there. </p><p>They could solve this problem by having Mike&rsquo;s confession being what brings out Will&rsquo;s powers.</p>
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Question: <p>What is a cleric and what superpowers does he have?</p>
Answer: <p>In D&amp;D, Clerics are the priests of their respective gods. While armed for combat with mace and shield, they are primarily spellcasters whose magic ability comes from channeling the power of their deity.</p><p>A cleric&rsquo;s primary statistic is Wisdom (Will the Wise!), and a high Wisdom score improves the potency of their abilities. Wisdom essentially represents the connection and understanding they have with their god. </p><p>Cleric&rsquo;s gain a number of spells as they advance in level. These spells tend to be less aggressive in nature than those of mages, but still have battlefield applications. Some highlights include: buffing spells (positive effects on self/allies) like Bless, <b>Detect Evil</b>, Protection from Evil, and <b>True Seeing</b>; debuffing spells (negative effects on enemies) like Hold Person; healing spells such as Cure Light Wounds and Resurrection; divination spells such as <b>Commune</b>, <b>Speak with Monsters</b>, and <b>Detect Lie</b>; and dimensional spells such as <b>Plane Shift</b> and <b>Gate</b>. I&rsquo;ve bolded examples that I feel could be relevant to the show.</p><p>In addition to their magical abilities, Good and Neutral-aligned Clerics gain the ability to Turn Undead. By channeling the power of their god, they are able to command undead creatures to turn away from their commands to attack the Cleric and their allies. If the cleric is sufficiently powerful, weaker undead creatures are even outright destroyed by this ability. Evil-aligned Clerics, usually NPCs for the players to fight, instead gain the power to command undead.</p><p>I think that if they invoke the character classes that Mike defined in season 2, that Will would be instrumental in defeating an undead spellcaster. As a paladin, Mike would also be important.</p><p>Paladins are essentially a combination of a Cleric and a Fighter. Paladins gain Cleric spells, though they must gain more levels to do so, and their spells are weaker. They also gain the ability to Turn Undead, though at a power as if they were a Cleric two levels lower than they are. As a result of their divinity, Paladins are also immune to disease and are constantly under the effect of a Protection from Evil spell that extends 10 feet around them. Paladins also have the ability to use Lay on Hands, an ability that allows them to heal a certain number of hit points once per day.</p><p>I hopefully got all of this right. I&rsquo;m trying to go with the AD&amp;D rules, 1st edition, since that&rsquo;s most likely what the Party was using.</p>
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Question: <p>Why does Will always have to suffer?  It's not fair.</p>
Answer: <p>I agree. I&rsquo;d be fine with it if they&rsquo;d just let him be happy sometimes, too. Any happiness he has gets is swiftly, often brutally, punished. They could work that into him believing, deep down, that he doesn&rsquo;t deserve to be happy. </p><p>I&rsquo;m hopeful that his suffering is leading to a big payoff soon.</p>
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Question: <p>Will deserves better than being in a love triangle</p>
Answer: <p>I agree. He shouldn&rsquo;t have to watch the boy he&rsquo;s been in love with since before he knew what love was go around in a dysfunctional relationship. Alas, they want Mike to go through the internalized homophobia journey.</p>
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Question: <p>I wonder if we&rsquo;ll see Joyce and Hopper&rsquo;s reaction when they learn about Vecna and Henry. It must be a bit wild for them to understand that all these events the past few years were caused by a Hawkins boy who was just a bit younger than them and they could even have met? Suddenly, it will feel so personal. </p>
Answer: <p>It would be nice to have someone other than Eddie&rsquo;s uncle and a random police officer even acknowledge that the town was aware of what happened in 1959. I really feel like that sort of thing should have been an urban legend. Kids should have been daring each other to go into the Creel house. The story should have been told at camps like in the story Robin made up when trying to get clearance to see Victor.</p><p>I do think they got a bit clumsy with this. I hope they can do something to explain it all.</p>
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Question: <p>Netflix posted this on their burner account  youtu(.)be/swq9kHi9uI8</p>
Answer: <p>Of all things they could have used to show the difference between the actors and the characters. They just put it out there that Noah was at the skating rink in the wrong outfit at some point.</p>
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Question: <p>Sorry my bad I was talking about Quinn not Kerry. In interviews He keeps talking about being in season 5 like it&rsquo;s a sure thing even though we know there&rsquo;s like a 0% chance of his character making it out of this season alive</p>
Answer: <p>Ah, well, that changes things. I can&rsquo;t feel help but feel like the bell will toll for thee with Eddie. He already feels bad for running away when things get scary. It seems to be setting up him finally taking a stand, probably in defense of someone else. I just don&rsquo;t see him surviving that stand.</p><p>But, hey, we&rsquo;ll see, right?</p>
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Question: <p>Hello friend, do you happen to have any ideas why the fandom is so obsessed with Eddie Munson?</p><p>Please don't get me wrong, I think he's a decent character, I just don't get the hype. </p><p>I apologize if he's one of your favs too. I really have nothing against him. Maybe it's my kosmemophobia that stops me from seeing what others see in him (same with S4 Robin and even S4 El because I'm not used to seeing her like that) because it can be very distracting.</p><p>Have a nice Sunday. </p>
Answer: <p>Hello.</p><p>Well, to each their own, I suppose. I do like Eddie, though I don&rsquo;t know that I&rsquo;d say he&rsquo;s a favorite of mine. I like the whole &ldquo;sheep in wolves&rsquo; clothing&rdquo; thing he&rsquo;s got going on. He has that rough, metal exterior covering up a nice, dorky interior. He&rsquo;s honestly everything Mike would grow up to be if he were into music, which might be why Mike admires him so much. I find it charming that he&rsquo;s willing to show his true self to people when he&rsquo;s not in public instead of constantly keeping up the act.</p><p>I&rsquo;d wager <i>most</i> of the response, though, is based off the actor. It&rsquo;s like with Billy. People find him hot, so, by association, the character becomes extremely popular. It&rsquo;s just that, in this case, the character is actually likeable.</p><p>Your response to him is understandable if you know you have kosmemophobia. I have arachnophobia, so I immediately have to look away whenever the spiders show up. If I had a character who always showed up with a spider, I&rsquo;d probably dislike them by association.</p>
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Question: <p>What are the chances of Mike kissing Will?</p>
Answer: <p>I think there&rsquo;s ways they can resolve that without a kiss. That said, the straight couples all got to kiss when they got together, so&hellip;</p><p>I&rsquo;m not good at coming up with odds, to be honest, but odds should be good.</p><p>I suppose it comes down to whether they resolve things this season or carry them over. I feel like things have to get resolved this season, though. They&rsquo;ve signalled that Mike and El just can&rsquo;t work, so that definitely needs to get resolved. I&rsquo;ve said before that if they magically have those two stay together, then it would just be stupid to go through it all again next season.</p><p>Maybe they resolve Mike and El, but have Mike be all &ldquo;I need time to figure everything out&rdquo;? That&rsquo;s about as good as I can see it if they don&rsquo;t have Mike and Will get together. There is the matter of only having two episodes left to do this, after all. Any revelation on Mike&rsquo;s part would probably come in the final episode, too, considering it would probably happen when Will gets Tranced.</p><p>I guess we&rsquo;ll see, but if they get together without a kiss (not making out, of course), then they won&rsquo;t be treating them equal to the other couples.</p>
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Question: <p>How do you feel about what Joe is doing? He talked about being in season 5 in multiple interviews like it&rsquo;s a sure thing even though we know there&rsquo;s a 99.9999999% chance he&rsquo;s going to die in season 4 </p>
Answer: <p>I assume you mean Joe Keery not Joseph Quinn? </p><p>Honestly, I&rsquo;d sooner expect Eddie to die over Steve. It would be a better fit to his character arc, plus Steve dying seems almost too obvious. He gets beat up every year, and they made it particularly bad this year with his wounds from the bite. Plus, El got bitten by the monster last year and lived. People always think Steve will die. It&rsquo;s become a running joke. I suppose that itself could be a lead in to them actually going through with it, but, eh. </p><p>If Steve dies then Eddie can&rsquo;t, in my opinion. Dustin can&rsquo;t lose both of his mentors. Honestly, Steve dying would be a gut punch to a lot of characters now. In addition to being close to Dustin, he&rsquo;s also best friends with Robin, still close with Nancy, and he&rsquo;s developing a good big brother relationship with Max. That last one is especially important considering she already holds herself partially responsible for Billy&rsquo;s death. How would she handle it if Steve died because she got into it with a supernatural monster?</p><p>No, Steve can&rsquo;t die. </p>
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Question: <p>Hi! Thank you for sharing your thoughts! Hope you get that job.</p><p>My question is: what do you think Mike looking for El in women's bathroom (which is legit) symbolize if anything? Thank you!</p>
Answer: <p>Thanks! I have the interview on Thursday. It&rsquo;s only 15 minutes on Zoom, so it&rsquo;s probably just preliminary, but it&rsquo;s a step in the right direction.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t try to go overboard in figuring out symbolism of stuff that already makes sense. It&rsquo;s perfectly normal for Mike to check the women&rsquo;s room for El in that situation. Maybe there&rsquo;s something to be said about it in contrast to them specifying they were using the Men&rsquo;s locker room in season 3? I don&rsquo;t really know. </p><p>This is probably more like <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> cup of tea.</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;m sad that Will and Eddie never got to meet. He would have been so accepting of him</p>
Answer: <p>They haven&rsquo;t met, yet, but who says they won&rsquo;t?</p><p>I think Eddie would get a kick out of meeting Will. I agree with people who have said Mike has probably mentioned Will at Hellfire Club meetings before.</p>
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Question: <p>I really want Noah to be cast as Charles Leclerc whenever they make his biopic.   His come up story is quite inspiring  youtu(.)be/5klrZThDFHY</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m afraid I&rsquo;m not familiar with the guy, but I suppose there&rsquo;s something of a resemblance.</p>
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Question: <p>Um hi &#128075; I sent that Neverland theory in but I promise I never sent any follow ups! It was after midnight here when I sent it so I went to bed &#128517; I think that other anon is referring to a different post? Obviously you don't have to reply to it as you've said you won't already and I guess I missed something while sleeping that caused some drama which i think we can all avoid! Have a nice day!!</p>
Answer: <p>I apologize. I had a very rude message from someone saying I must hate their Peter Pan idea. The only Asks I saw were yours and one that just offhandedly mentioned Peter Pan a couple days ago, which they claimed wasn&rsquo;t theirs. I honestly have no idea what post that other person may have been referring to if that one was yours. </p><p>I maintain what I said about there being good ideas in there. I&rsquo;ll try to find the time to look at it more closely. Unfortunately, at this point it reminds me of that other very rude person, so it might take me a while. I&rsquo;m sorry you got caught up in all of this.</p>
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Question: <p>I recognize that that&rsquo;s a Star Wars reference (of course!) but it&rsquo;s been forever since I&rsquo;ve seen the movies. Can you explain the reference Will makes about being frozen please? Ty!</p>
Answer: <p>When Han Solo is about to be frozen in carbonite, Leia shouts out the she loves him, to which Han replies &ldquo;I know.&rdquo; Han is then taken away by Boba Fett to be turned in to Jabba the Hutt for a bounty. He&rsquo;s rescued and unfrozen by Leia in Return of the Jedi.</p>
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Question: <p>Wait omg do u have a twitter :O </p>
Answer: <p>I rarely use it, but, yes.</p>
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Question: <p>Thinking as I go here but Henry is renamed by Brenner to Peter. Peter and the Upside Down remind me a lot of Peter Pan and Neverland which was originally called <i>Peter's Never Never Never Land</i>. I wonder where the Upside Down started to look like Hawkins after El pushed him through the gate and time stopped when Will was taken. Because his going through the gate it looked very different to what our other characters have seen going through so his arrival may have actually impacted on its physical appearance. Neverland is intrinsically linked to Peter Pan's imagination. </p><p>It might also explain why the Mind Flayer is so mad with El because I'm not convinced it would like Vecna being there and she's responsible for Vecna ending up there. From DnD lore, Vecna and the Mind Flayer are both rather arrogant characters neither of whom I believe would work well as a team. I think the Mind Flayer and Will's connection to it might be key to Vecna's ultimate defeat and restore 'Neverland' aka the Upside Down</p>
Answer: <p>Ah, so this is the Ask I missed. It&rsquo;s a shame you acted like such an entitled brat about it. There&rsquo;s some good ideas here, but I have no desire to address it after how you spoke to me.</p><p>I am not at your beck and call. I get many Asks at any given time, some that I notice, some that I don&rsquo;t. I care not if you &ldquo;believe&rdquo; me. This is my hobby, not my job. I owe you nothing. The fact that this is timestamped at TWO HOURS AGO tells me that you didn&rsquo;t wait long at all before sending me that nasty Ask, or the followup one that I deleted.</p><p>Grow up.</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;m still shocked that the duffers said in an interview when they originally started writing season 4 they weren&rsquo;t going to use music to save people from vecna when until they stumbled across an article about music being used to wake people up from comas. It was a complete coincidence that in season 2 music was used to save Will</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m convinced that the Duffers just constantly say whatever BS they need to in interviews. There&rsquo;s an awful lot of coincidences in this show if they&rsquo;re constantly going &ldquo;Oh, yeah, that&rsquo;s a good idea&rdquo; in the middle of making each season.</p>
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Question: <p>Previous anon&hellip;you realize that HSC is an actual person right? And that people don&rsquo;t have to agree with everything you say? That doesn&rsquo;t mean they&rsquo;re mean or close-minded&hellip;like, what? I&rsquo;m sure you&rsquo;ll find others that react to your theory the way YOU want them to. </p>
Answer: <p>Thank you for this. This blog seems like a job enough as it is sometimes. I feel like I have an obligation to respond to Asks. Recently, though, I have to delete a lot. They&rsquo;re mostly things I&rsquo;ve already addressed or things I just don&rsquo;t have any thoughts about, at least at the moment. Occasionally, I&rsquo;ll respond to one with a quick answer just to get other people to see it in case <i>they </i>have thoughts.</p><p>My Askbox is filling up fast ever since season 4 released. Sometimes I don&rsquo;t even notice Asks until later when I&rsquo;ve cleared some out. I answered some today that I got days ago.</p><p>If I don&rsquo;t get to your Ask, or don&rsquo;t respond to it like you&rsquo;ve hoped, it&rsquo;s nothing personal. </p>
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Question: <p>OK I get it you hate the Peter Pan idea. Excuse me for deciding to take what was actually in the eps and god forbid come up with my own theories. For a group of ST fans who say they're the more open minded ones out there and praise themselves for inclusivity you can be rather mean too. I seriously quit this fandom. Completely destroying my enjoyment of the show at this point</p>
Answer: <p>Where is this even coming from? If this is from the person who offhandedly mentioned Peter Pan in an Ask yesterday, then I think you&rsquo;re overreacting. </p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;m wondering why Will doesn&rsquo;t change clothes at any point on the way to Hawkins. He has a change of clothes in his backpack along with the painting. Idk. You&rsquo;d think all of them would pick up some cheap/clean socks and underwear at a store along the way. I just can&rsquo;t stop thinking about the smell of 4 young men stuck in a pizza van for at least 2 days. Bleck!</p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s a good question. The bag doesn&rsquo;t seem very full, but we see him at his dresser when Mike comes in to talk. It has to have some clothes in it.</p><p>Is it possible that the clothes get given to El when they find her? I&rsquo;m not sure, though, because she seems like she has the clothes she wore to the Lab in that explosion scene.</p><p>As for the smell, well, I&rsquo;m sure all the weed covers it up.</p>
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Question: <p>HOLD UP!!! You know what I just noticed? </p><p>Noah&rsquo;s skates are a DIFFERENT colour in the behind the scenes pick at the roller rink with Millie. Not only the outfit is different but the skates are too!</p><p>They&rsquo;re grey, muck like the darker tones of the upside down! Will&rsquo;s chances of being Vecnaed are increasing.</p>
Answer: <p>That whole BTS thing is very odd. </p><p>I mean, one could potentially excuse it as Noah goofing off as he filmed later scenes, but there&rsquo;d be little reason for him to be filming non-skating rink scenes while the skating rink is still being used.</p><p>But, no, between that and the harness photo, it&rsquo;s clear to me that Will ends up in a Trance. The skating rink would be a terrible memory for him, as it was a completely miserable day for him, but he&rsquo;d also feel guilty about what happened to El, too. It&rsquo;s probably not a coincidence that he didn&rsquo;t do anything to help her. I wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised if part of him wanted her to be punished for what she was doing that day, a dark side of him that he always ignores. It&rsquo;s right up there with Vecna taunting Max by accusing her of being happy that Billy died.</p><p>Vecna isn&rsquo;t just going to show Will his trauma. He&rsquo;s also going to show Will his Shadow (as in the Jungian archetype), the part of him that fills him with shame. I&rsquo;ve <a href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/647500624133505024?source=share">previously written</a> about how I think the Upside Down and the Mindflayer are manifested by this suppressed side of Will, and it&rsquo;s trying to get out. Maybe I&rsquo;m more correct than I ever realized.</p>
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Question: <p>Which season of bowlcut do you like of Will's?</p>
Answer: <p>Eh, it&rsquo;s his trademark cut, so they&rsquo;re all good. I don&rsquo;t know why people give him such a hard time for it. He makes it work. He&rsquo;s transitioned from adorable to handsome with the alterations over the years. I&rsquo;d say that the season 3 one seemed the most out of place, though. This season, they changed it enough so that we know he&rsquo;s still Will, but shows that he&rsquo;s growing up at the same time.</p><p>I wonder if the reason that the Duffers refuse to let him cut it is that they have plans for that, and it&rsquo;s supposed to be a big moment. Otherwise, it&rsquo;s an awfully odd thing for them to insist on.</p>
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Question: <p>I personally feel like the Duffers are a big fan of red herrings.</p>
Answer: <p>Or big fans of just making me mad.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you ever play with ur Funko dolls or are they always in their packaging?</p>
Answer: <p>They stay in the packaging. They&rsquo;re a monument to my geekdom.</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;m still shocked that the duffers said in an interview when they originally started writing season 4 they weren&rsquo;t going to use music to save people from vecna when until they stumbled across an article about music being used to wake people up from comas. It was a complete coincidence that in season 2 music was used to save Will</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m convinced that the Duffers just constantly say whatever BS they need to in interviews. There&rsquo;s an awful lot of coincidences in this show if they&rsquo;re constantly going &ldquo;Oh, yeah, that&rsquo;s a good idea&rdquo; in the middle of making each season.</p>
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Question: <p>Maybe it can be chalked up to the writers not thinking that far ahead but is there a reason Vecna has only started causing trouble this season (presumably), even though El sent him to the UD a few years before seasons 1-3? Like I wanna believe in the writing that One was always gonna be Vecna, but his absence from the show up until now makes no sense. Or maybe it was explained in some fashion and I missed it lol. Thoughts?</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t know how far in advance some stuff has been decided. The Duffers did say that they wrote up an entire book on how the Upside Down worked in order to provide Netflix with proof that they know what they&rsquo;re doing. They also told the author of the Six comic that she couldn&rsquo;t assign any of her characters with the number 001. Clearly the comics are non-canon now, as none of the kids in it were the ones in the Lab this season. However, it tells us that they knew, at least at that point, that 001 was something they had in mind.</p><p>What I want to know is whether 001 was originally going to be the character who would become Kali. That episode was originally called The Lost Brother instead of The Lost Sister, plus I already commented on some similarities between 001 and Kali. It might also explain why she hasn&rsquo;t come back since season 2. Or maybe it&rsquo;s a situation like Terry and Murray. Originally, Terry Ives was a character who would eventually become Murray, instead. As a result, Terry became El&rsquo;s mother, possibly as a result of them deciding El wouldn&rsquo;t die, after all. They may have just similarly split the original plan for The Lost Brother into two separate characters.</p><p>I imagine they have to explain why Vecna has been unknown up until now. Hopefully we get at least some of that in volume 2.</p>
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Question: <p>The theory might be plausible in itself, but if they do wipe out all of Hawkins, what would happen to the people that live there? I mean, I'm sure some of them won't make it, but what about the party and their families and friends? And those who will make it. What would happen to them?  </p><p>And how would they force all those survivors to not talk about it in public? It'd be such a big deal if an entire town were homeless out of the blue.</p><p>Do you really think they'd go that far?</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t know how much of what&rsquo;s going on the population will really become aware of. I&rsquo;d be very shocked if the Upside Down succeeds in taking out Hawkins. I&rsquo;m more concerned that the military may try to do so, instead, in an attempt to wipe out the problem. Colonel Sullivan seems to have no issue whatsoever hurting people in order to achieve his objective. If he thinks destroying the town will put an end to the &ldquo;problem,&rdquo; then I think he&rsquo;d be willing to try.</p><p>Unfortunately for him, this is a town that is probably already mobilizing in an attempt to hunt down a cult. If the military just showed up with hostile intent, it could get messy.</p><p>There&rsquo;s certainly going to be casualties, but I think the conflicts with be our heroes vs Vecna while Hawkins residents fend off the military.</p>
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Question: <p>I came across this tweet about Will's super powers:  twitter(.)com/byIerism/status/1535576612107866118</p>
Answer: <p>It would seem that this person has restricted the Tweet since you sent this. I&rsquo;m no longer able to view it.</p>
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Question: <p>This is completely random but i just realized the video where Winona, David, Finn and Caleb comment fan theories and the ones from the geeked netflix were filmed the same day. </p>
Answer: <p>I noticed that, too. They&rsquo;re wearing the same outfits. I know stuff is often filmed in advance, but I thought a volume 1 response would have been filmed after release.</p>
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Question: <p>We love you so much</p>
Answer: <p>Aw, shucks&hellip;</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think 11 has been Mike's "beard" all along as I genuinely don't see any romantic chemistry btw them.  And if so, do you think Mike feels like he is cheating on Will, everytime they attempted to "make out" with the door open 3 inches?</p>
Answer: <p>I hesitate to use that term for El. I&rsquo;m not sure Mike is aware enough of what he&rsquo;s doing to consciously be using her like that. I agree that they don&rsquo;t have any romantic chemistry, and I feel like they&rsquo;ve been very careful to show that after they got together. </p><p>I conceptualize Mike as having a lot of internal conflicts regarding his feelings for El and Will. I don&rsquo;t know that he&rsquo;d see it as cheating, because I&rsquo;m not sure where he is on the realization or acceptance of his feelings for Will, but I do see there being a great deal of guilt in what he&rsquo;s doing to Will. You can see it in his face anytime they get into a fight. He&rsquo;s trying to create this distance, keeping Will at arm&rsquo;s length while also keeping him within reach, but he can&rsquo;t bear the hurt he causes Will. Contrast that with how he ignores El&rsquo;s legitimate, understandable reactions to his callousness. </p><p>He loves them both, but only one in a romantic sense, and it&rsquo;s not the one he&rsquo;s supposed to. He&rsquo;s having a lot of trouble with that, and it&rsquo;s risking costing him both relationships. </p>
Tags: stranger things 4, byler

Post id: 686767671298179073
Date: 2022-06-11 13:04:49 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/686767671298179073
Slug: who-is-your-favourite-female-character-from-st
Reblog key: rHErxEIN
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Who is your favourite female character from st?</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, that&rsquo;s a tough one. </p><p>Maybe Joyce? Between her love for her family, her relentless determination, and the fact that she&rsquo;s just <i>always </i>right, even when people say she&rsquo;s crazy, I think she&rsquo;s just an amazing character. The fact that she brings a quirky personality into the mix is just a bonus at that point. Joyce is her own person, and she never lets anyone tell her what she should or shouldn&rsquo;t be, do, or think. I love that.</p>
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Question: <p>Speaking of funko pops I&rsquo;m surprised they didn&rsquo;t make any for any of the new characters?</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, Eddie has one, and there&rsquo;s a boxed set of all four of the Creel family. I think Vecna will be getting one, too. There are some notable exclusions, though, so I see your point.</p>
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Question: <p>Is the watch that Will wears on his wrist expensive for the 80s?</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, it&rsquo;d be cheaper than a regular video game, at least. I don&rsquo;t know what the original retail price of that watch was, but similar game watches would have gone for about $30 at the time. It&rsquo;d probably be a bit pricey for Joyce, but it could have been a Christmas or birthday present from her or one of his friends.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, will byers

Post id: 686766149449416704
Date: 2022-06-11 12:40:38 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/686766149449416704
Slug: if-we-talk-about-details-when-in-4x01-girl-flirts
Reblog key: P8ByrjBF
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>If we talk about details, when in 4x01 girl flirts with Will behind her you see photos of famous writers and most of them are gay/alleged gay</p>
Answer: <p>I didn&rsquo;t notice that, but that would be a neat little detail. </p><p>I find it amusing how much detail they put into the backgrounds even though the average viewer is going to completely miss it. I&rsquo;m not sure if they see it as a bonus for more dedicated (read: insane) fans or if they just overestimate the viewers&rsquo; intelligence.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you ever talk to ur Will Funko doll hoping he'd talk back?</p>
Answer: <p>No. If that happened, I&rsquo;d probably burn down my apartment. Funkos aren&rsquo;t supposed to talk.</p>
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Question: <p>Why did the Hawkins school counselor wear a clock pendant/necklace?</p>
Answer: <p>I didn&rsquo;t even notice that, but it is probably just a nice bit a foreshadowing. They do love their details on this show, which is why I find it hard to believe they&rsquo;d just forget about Will&rsquo;s birthday.</p>
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Question: <p>Millie said she's most looking forward to/impressed by Noah's performance this season</p>
Answer: <p>There should definitely be something big coming. Noah also said that Will&rsquo;s saddest scene happens this season. I believe he compared it to when Will was telling Joyce about the Mindflayer in season 2. It&rsquo;s another reason to think Will gets Tranced, as that would expose Will to all the feelings he tries to keep buried and hidden.</p>
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Question: <p>When Will is sat tying his skating boots, his hand caresses Mike's knee and then jaw I think</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t know. I watched that scene, but I think people are overstating things. I think Will does pat Mike&rsquo;s knee to get his attention, but I think the jaw thing is just him gesturing. The angle just makes it look like his hand passes close to Mike&rsquo;s face.</p>
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Question: <p>Lol. Do the antis not think it's strange that Mike accuses Will of being "a douche to El" all day, but goes on to be a total douche to her himself at dinner? And doesn't go to comfort her or apologize when she leaves the dinner table? In fact, just denies he was uncomfortable with her violence at all? How do they explain his passive-aggressive "she didn't look fine" comment at dinner? Don't they think it's strange that he never once moves to touch or get any closer to El, even when she's crying?</p>
Answer: <p>Mike&rsquo;s behavior towards El after the attack was rather callous. Considering he knows full well why El was that upset in the first place, the way he seems to judge her is just&hellip;wow. Not cool, Mike. There&rsquo;s no attempt to comfort her after she attacks Angela, not even on the ride home.</p><p>I think it speaks to him having put her on a pedestal as a superhero. Seeing her just assault someone like that out of revenge probably cracked his idealization of her a bit. All the other times he saw her attack someone, even a bully, such as Troy, was in defense of herself or someone else. Here, the bullies had left, and El was the one to re-engage. Don&rsquo;t get me wrong, Angela definitely had it coming, but it was still something that El chose to do instead of an act of self-defense.</p><p>I think this is Mike realizing that she&rsquo;s not the cliché superhero he built her up to be. It doesn&rsquo;t excuse his behavior, but it explains why he may be acting so suddenly odd. That also might explain why he becomes so insistent later that she&rsquo;s a superhero. He&rsquo;s trying to force her back onto that pedestal because he can&rsquo;t cope with her being anything other than what he made her out to be in his mind.</p>
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Question: <p>I didn&rsquo;t really notice byler until this season and I have to say, I&rsquo;m convinced of it now. One tiny moment I haven&rsquo;t seen anyone mention yet: when they&rsquo;re on top of the car talking in the desert, Argyle shouts &ldquo;does anybody know the dead guy&rsquo;s name?&rdquo; And both Will and Mike startle, like they were too caught up in the moment and forgot their surroundings. That&rsquo;s a pretty common way to illustrate romantic tension between characters who have feelings for each other. Idk it might be a reach but I thought it was an interesting choice that they went with THAT take! </p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s like how they both startle when the military (who they mistook as the pizza delivery) arrive at the house. They just get so caught up in each other.</p>
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Question: <p>One thing I&rsquo;m lowkey worried about is Millie saying that a big thing we&rsquo;ll see this season is Mike and El&rsquo;s &lsquo;love&rsquo; and &lsquo;loyalty&rsquo; to each other this season. (It&rsquo;s a slightly older interview from the premiere, she also says something along the lines of &lsquo;they&rsquo;ve bent over backwards to be together&rsquo;). We haven&rsquo;t gotten much of a glimpse of that but idk it makes me worry a little bit about part 2. </p>
Answer: <p>A lot of the interviews they&rsquo;ve done, especially together, paint a picture of Mike and El trying to force a relationship. Things like &ldquo;bending over backwards&rdquo; or &ldquo;a marriage with no possibility of divorce&rdquo; are not things that sound romantic. </p><p>I think there is love and loyalty between them, but it&rsquo;s not the romantic sort. Once they both realize that, I think things will finally seem more normal between them. Ever since they&rsquo;ve gotten together, they never act like themselves. They&rsquo;re both just putting on a performance to be the sort of person they think the other wants. That&rsquo;s no basis for a good relationship.</p>
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Question: <p>Have you ever met any of the cast members irl?</p>
Answer: <p>No, the only way that would probably happen is if I went to a convention or something, and I tend to avoid large crowds.</p>
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Question: <p>Does Vecna believe in God or a higher being? Can it revert itself to his boy form?</p>
Answer: <p>You ask me as if I have the answers to this question.</p><p>Seeing as how he&rsquo;s a sociopath, I don&rsquo;t know that Vecna believes in anything. He sees humanity as a flaw, so, if he did believe in a higher power, he&rsquo;d probably see it as a fraud. </p><p>As Vecna has shown to have power of illusion, I can&rsquo;t see why he couldn&rsquo;t appear in any form he wished, including his child form.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think Noah's performance as Will Byers will be seen as groundbreaking for the LGBTQ+ community?  None of the adult actors seem to show pain or a sense of longing or despair via a single glance or expression like Noah can.</p>
Answer: <p>His acting is amazing in its subtlety, as far as I&rsquo;m concerned. He&rsquo;s absolutely capturing that quiet longing and hidden suffering that came with being a closeted LGBT person in that time period. I don&rsquo;t think the general public really appreciates how much work Noah (and Finn, for that matter) is doing with his nonverbal acting.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t know what sort of reaction he&rsquo;ll get from the LGBT community or media. It depends on how aware people are that this storyline is happening. Maybe that&rsquo;s why they&rsquo;ve suddenly become more forthcoming in discussing it? The danger, though, is attracting the attention of LGBT media, then totally botching the resolution by having Will die, be rejected, or turn into a villain.</p>
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Question: <p>Don't you find it annoying that it's become popular opinion that whenever Will is happy (i.e. when he sang Suzie's song) that they equate that to Noah being Noah and not Will :/</p>
Answer: <p>I didn&rsquo;t realize that was something people were saying.</p><p>If anything, I think it speaks to the fact that Will is just constantly so sad that people don&rsquo;t know what happy Will even looks like anymore. Maybe we need to normalize Will being happy.</p>
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Question: <p>About Mike having a hard time expressing his feelings, to El in particular: I always got the impression that it&rsquo;s not because he doesn&rsquo;t know how to say it, but rather because he doesn&rsquo;t know how to phrase it in a way that El would understand. Since people always bring up that scene in s1 where Mike tells El they&rsquo;ll go to the snowball together, but not like brother and sister, and that this foreshadows him not being able to tell El he loves El because he&rsquo;s not good at expressing his feelings in words: in that scene, Mike knows El has no idea what he&rsquo;s talking about (same goes for their scene at the supermarket in s3). So he tries to phrase it in a way that El could understand but fails, because she doesn&rsquo;t actually know what romantic love feels like yet. But now that she (supposedly) does, Mike still has a hard time saying it, even though he knows she would understand. Which is why I don&rsquo;t know if Mike is actually that bad at expressing his emotions. To me, it only sounds like he was trying to semplify it for El but he obviously can&rsquo;t, because how do you exaplain these kinds of feelings to someone who&rsquo;s never really had interactions with the outer world? What do you think about it?</p>
Answer: <p>No, I don&rsquo;t think that&rsquo;s it.</p><p>Mike has done everything in the world <i>except </i>tell El he loves her. If he was really concerned with overcomplicating it for her, then he wouldn&rsquo;t be using so many words. Simply saying &ldquo;I love you&rdquo; is honestly the most direct, easy to understand way he can do it. Hell, he went through the whole &ldquo;blank makes you crazy&rdquo; thing with her, which was probably the most confusing thing she&rsquo;s ever been through. She eventually figures out what that means, too, and he <i>still </i>couldn&rsquo;t say it.</p><p>El understands what love is, at least to some degree. Mike being worried she won&rsquo;t understand isn&rsquo;t the problem. He&rsquo;s the one who doesn&rsquo;t understand.</p><p>It goes back to what Will said.</p><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>Sometimes I think it&rsquo;s just scary to open up like that. To say how you really feel. Especially to people you care about the most. Because, what if&hellip; What if they don&rsquo;t like the truth?</p></blockquote><p>This was partially a way for the audience to see that Will has something he&rsquo;s afraid to tell Mike, but he&rsquo;s still saying it to Mike in response to his issue with El. Mike does have something he needs to tell El, but he doesn&rsquo;t think she&rsquo;ll like it. If it&rsquo;s that he <i>does </i>love her, then what is there for him to be afraid of?</p><p>I think it&rsquo;s that he doesn&rsquo;t love her, at least the way she wants him to. He does &ldquo;care about [her] so much&rdquo;, as he said earlier, but it&rsquo;s not in the romantic sense. He&rsquo;s afraid of telling her that because he thinks she needs him, hence his very odd, performative behavior on the day he arrived.</p><p>At least, that&rsquo;s what makes the most sense to me given what we&rsquo;ve seen so far.</p>
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Question: <p>Although everyone going into a trance might be interesting, I've been wondering if Caleb needing contacts for a scene might mean Vecna uses Lucas' image in a similar fashion he did the police officer who taunted Fred before he died. </p>
Answer: <p>Exactly. All it really tells us is that Lucas will be involved with a Trance. We have no idea if it&rsquo;s his own or someone else&rsquo;s. </p>
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Question: <p>Can you recognize any of the VHS tapes next to the Byers&rsquo; TV while &ldquo;Ewoks&rdquo; is on? I was looking for clues, but the only ones I could read are &ldquo;My Fair Lady&rdquo; and possibly &ldquo;Doctor Doolittle&rdquo;. By the way, I was selfishly hoping for a &ldquo;Clue&rdquo; reference even if it might not have been released on tape yet.</p>
Answer: <p>Sorry, they&rsquo;re far too out of focus for me to be able to see them. I&rsquo;m only able to work out the same two that you did.</p><p>Clue didn&rsquo;t release on VHS until the early 90s. That is a criminally underrated movie, though.</p>
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Question: <p>Why did Noah not get nominated for an Emmy for his acting in Season 2?</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t know. Did they submit him for consideration? If they did, then it&rsquo;s on the Emmy people. </p>
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Question: <p>I don't know anybody noticed it before, but when police comes to Byers house and El is going down the stairs we see for the second that Will is fidgeting with his watch. I don't think it's important, but interesting if you remember about that funko doll with watch.</p>
Answer: <p>I had to rewatch that scene so many times just to catch that. If that&rsquo;s what they chose to use for his Funko pose, then it&rsquo;s a big disappointment. He&rsquo;s not even a focus of that shot, being in the background while Jonathan talks to the police. The Funko even has the wrong outfit to match the scene.</p><p>It&rsquo;s not like there couldn&rsquo;t be better options for his Funko. They could have had him holding the painting.</p>
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Question: <p>interesting the desc hopper gave of the birth defect matches how vecna kills. coincidence?</p>
Answer: <p>Once is an accident, twice is a coincidence, three times is a pattern. Writers decide what happens in TV shows. It&rsquo;s not like things are just happening organically like in real life. </p><p>It could mean something, but as for <i>what </i>it might mean, it&rsquo;s anyone&rsquo;s guess.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi there. So I was wondering: since everyone talks about Will having powers, (on a scale from 001-020 if you want xD), how likely do you think the core idea/theory is?</p>
Answer: <p>Geez, I don&rsquo;t know. 011? </p><p>It&rsquo;s honestly very hard to tell what they&rsquo;re doing with Will anymore.</p>
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Question: <p>How could 6 year old 11 understand what Vecna/001/Peter was saying in his grand monolouge when she did not know what "friends" meant?</p>
Answer: <p>There&rsquo;s quite a bit of inconsistency between the El we saw in the flashbacks and the El we saw in season 1. I don&rsquo;t know how much of that can be excused as her regressing after falling into a coma as a result of her battle with Peter. It could just be them not knowing at the time what they would need to do with El since she was originally planned to have died. </p>
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Question: <p>There is a rumor going around that Byler may have "intense love scenes"</p>
Answer: <p>No, there isn&rsquo;t. Noah said there is an &ldquo;intense romance&rdquo; in season 4 as part of a Two Truths and a Lie game he played, and people are interpreting that to be referring to Byler. </p><p>While I do think that the emotion displayed in Byler scenes can be described as intense, there&rsquo;s no way to know if that&rsquo;s what he&rsquo;s talking about. Let&rsquo;s not get carried away here.</p>
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Question: <p>I don't think Noah is taking advantage of Byler like you said on twitter. It's Millie stans who hate him on twitter trying to insinuate that he's queerbaiting and being homophobic.</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t recall saying he&rsquo;s taking advantage of it. It does look like he supports the idea, so I think he&rsquo;s being genuine. All the hype he&rsquo;s giving it just won&rsquo;t look good if Will ends up rejected. It&rsquo;s optics vs intent, and, as a celebrity, he should know how things will look even if it wasn&rsquo;t what he was going for.</p>
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Question: <p>What do you think Finn means when he says there's a mutual understanding and acceptance? I know a few people think that this is him basically confirming that the romantic feelings are mutual, but I feel like Finn wouldn't consciously spoil that?</p>
Answer: <p>It sounds to me like he&rsquo;s basically saying it will be resolved and not left hanging, really. Beyond that, it could really be interpreted in different ways.</p><p>Though, keep in mind that he also used phrasing that made it sound like he was conjecturing. I forget exactly how he put it, but maybe something like &ldquo;I think&rdquo; or &ldquo;probably.&rdquo; That could suggest that it continues into season 5.</p><p>Either way, we shouldn&rsquo;t get so caught up in the interviews. The important thing here isn&rsquo;t what they say about it, but that they&rsquo;re talking about it at all.</p>
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Question: <p>I don't think El will lose her powers again, as she just had an entire arc spent getting them back, and frankly it would be boring to repeat it. But I would like to see more limits imposed on her. I'm tired of every challenge being something she can ultimately solve with some extra hard screaming and a last-minute level up. I want to see how El copes when her powers are no good against something. I want to see the group finding new ways to fight their battles, like at Starcourt</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, I don&rsquo;t think she&rsquo;ll lose her powers again. I agree, that would be bad after spending so much time on her getting them back. Besides, her powers are a part of who she is. I stress that they&rsquo;re a <i><b>part</b></i> of who she is. </p><p>I agree with what you say about there needing to be limits, too. Right now, the expectation we&rsquo;re meant to have is that not only have her powers come back, but that they&rsquo;re stronger than before. She&rsquo;s supposed to go in and beat Vecna in a repeat of their first encounter. How&hellip; exciting?</p><p>No, I like what you&rsquo;ve said here. Let&rsquo;s see how El copes with her powers not being enough. Maybe she&rsquo;s so strong that she can&rsquo;t control her powers as well. Maybe she gets exhausted too quickly trying to fight like she used. Maybe Vecna is just too powerful now, himself. Regardless, it&rsquo;s much more interesting if she can&rsquo;t just scream really loud and win again.</p><p>That&rsquo;s why I&rsquo;m a little hopeful based on the foreign language title of episode 9. In English, it&rsquo;s The Piggyback. However, since that&rsquo;s idiomatic, in at least one other country, they made it Eleven&rsquo;s Plan. I like this because it suggests El is using her brain, not her brawn. She&rsquo;ll still be a hero if she came up with the plan, even if it is enacted by others. It would deepen her character. </p><p>Personally, I&rsquo;m fond of my idea that El uses her powers to send the Party into Will&rsquo;s mind to help free him from Vecna. She&rsquo;d still play a critical role, but it wouldn&rsquo;t just be her saving the day like usual. She would also be putting her trust into her friends instead of the other way around.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think Brenner has ulterior motives? I don&rsquo;t buy the fact that he&rsquo;s just there to help her regain her powers...</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, it&rsquo;s Brenner. I&rsquo;m sure there&rsquo;s <i>something </i>he&rsquo;s not letting us in on. I believe that he does want to help El get her powers back. I think he does care about her in his own way. I also think he&rsquo;s aware of the threat she&rsquo;s needed to face. That doesn&rsquo;t mean he&rsquo;s being completely altruistic here, though. There&rsquo;s certainly a reason he started the program to begin with. We don&rsquo;t really know a lot about that, yet.</p>
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Question: <p>If you're saying El having her superpowers and saving the day makes her a weapon then every male character who has had superpowers is a weapon as well. I mean is Superman only a weapon? Is Captain America? No. El can still be a person and have her superpowers as well. She can learn that she doesn't need them for her friends and family to love her but she can still be the superhero of the story. I'd argue that sidelining her now makes it seem like she really isn't worth anything without them.</p>
Answer: <p>Superman and Captain America both have well established identities that contributed to their sense of self and motivation. El doesn&rsquo;t. That&rsquo;s the whole point of her whole arc this season. She sees herself as needing to be a superhero, otherwise she has no value. She&rsquo;s made no progress towards becoming anything else, only getting her powers back. Having her be the savior again only reinforces what she thinks about herself.</p><p>Also, having her not single handedly stop the monster is not sidelining her. This whole idea that she has to win on her own, with maybe some sidekick support, is part of why she sees herself this way. She should be able to see that she doesn&rsquo;t always have to do it, let alone herself.</p>
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Question: <p>Can you explain why you don't want El to save the day? Personally I love that she's the superhero of the story. As an older fan and a woman it's so rare to see a female lead get to be the "superhero." Of course I think others will help but I want her to be the one to finally destroy Vecna once and for all. I think it should be a Harry Potter/Voldemort situation that only she can do. I've waited SO long to see a female superhero and I think that would be a great thing for little girls to see.</p>
Answer: <p>First, because it&rsquo;s too expected at this point. Every season, El manages to save the day. She always ends up with the power she needs to do it, no matter what happens or how exhausted she is. Even in season 3 when her powers were gone, she was the one to break through to Billy, delaying everything for Joyce to close the Gate. I felt that should have been Max&rsquo;s honor.</p><p>Going along with that, it&rsquo;s also making her out to be a tool or weapon, as opposed to a person. Not only was that how Mike and the others originally saw her in season 1, but it also ends up being how she sees herself. She&rsquo;s taking all of her value from how well she can fight. Her arc this season is about her going off to become the superhero she thinks Mike wants again, only for Brenner to tell her that&rsquo;s fairy tale stuff. Despite that coming from him, it&rsquo;s very good advice. You&rsquo;re a person, El. It&rsquo;s time you went back to Max&rsquo;s advice and started &ldquo;trying things on&rdquo; to find out who she is.</p><p>This is not a show lacking strong female characters, El included. Joyce is a dynamo who constantly proves her doubters wrong. Nancy simply cannot be stopped. Erica is incredibly intelligent and strong willed for her age. And who doesn&rsquo;t like Robin? </p><p>El can be a critical part of the story without being the one to single handedly save the day all the time. If she goes back to that role then, to me, it looks like everything she said in her fight with Mike was right. That she&rsquo;s never going to belong and that she needs to become a superhero again so Mike will love her and she&rsquo;ll have value again. Is that really the &ldquo;strong female character&rdquo; people want? </p>
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Question: <p>I guess (in regards to Susie&rsquo;s family) they were just making fun of Mormons/religious people who don&rsquo;t use protection, and end up overwhelmed by too many kids to care for properly. It gave me 19 Kids and Counting vibes, but with cursing, too much sugar, and the father actually being involved.</p>
Answer: <p>Well, sure, but they went to an awful lot of effort just to take a shot at Mormons. </p><p>I want to link it to the &ldquo;forced conformity&rdquo; message, but it might be a reach. Here&rsquo;s a family where the expectation is that they&rsquo;d be <i>very </i>straight-laced. Instead, we get total chaos where almost every member of the family is radically different. </p><p>There is no such thing as normal, only people who pretend to be.</p>
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Question: <p>hopper talks about the health defects that sarah got because he was working in a toxic environment in the past... Do you think it's somehow foreshadowing what could happen to the kids? I always thought how odd it was that scientists would wear full body hazmat suits while the kids would just go into the upside down with no safety wear. Especially Will who spent a whole week there...</p>
Answer: <p>I do find it odd that the Upside Down is suddenly safe to be in. Either the scientists were vastly overstating the danger, something has changed, or it&rsquo;s just not immediately evident that it&rsquo;s hazardous. Still, Will spending a week in there and the scientists using the hazmat suits all happened in season 1. If there&rsquo;s a contradiction, it was there from the start.</p><p>For that matter, what was the deal with Dustin being sprayed by that fungus, or whatever it was, in the tunnels in season 2? I expected that to go somewhere, but it didn&rsquo;t.</p><p>Hopper&rsquo;s discussion of Agent Orange and kids being born with illnesses seemed important, though. They could have had him talk about any number of experiences from his past, but they went with that. It&rsquo;s nice to learn more about Sarah&rsquo;s situation, I suppose, but we already knew that she got sick. It could just be as simple as they made it out to be: that Hopper felt he doomed his daughter by conceiving her in the first place. It&rsquo;s part of why he considered himself to be a curse.</p><p>Maybe we&rsquo;ll find out more that will tie some of this stuff together.</p>
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Question: <p>Suzie's household had me thinking about Peter Pan and the lost boys. Though i'm still not sure how was that important to the plot.</p>
Answer: <p>It was insane. Maybe they just wanted to add some levity to the plot, but it was all so random. What the hell is going on with that family? Is there some metaphor or parallel I&rsquo;m missing?</p>
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Question: <p>First of all, I really like your idea of Brenner referencing Yoda "there's another....(talking about Will)". It'd be so awesome and I can actually see that happening. </p><p>My question: Brenner said that skipping memories could lead El into darkness (or something like that, I don't fully remember) and if I remember correctly they did end up skipping some memories. (Feel free to ignore me if I'm wrong but in case I'm not) do you think there will be any consequences? And if so, which ones?</p><p>And last but not least, if there are consequences El would probably have to step down or aside (temporarily) which means Will could be the one doing the superpower-required work and finally have his well deserved supernatural stuff involving central role again, right?</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you. I&rsquo;m glad you liked that Yoda reference. I can&rsquo;t say I expect them to go through with something like that, but I thought it was neat.</p><p>Brenner did say something along those lines. </p><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>&ldquo;You have demons, Eleven. You have demons in your past. That is why we must proceed carefully. One step at a time, one memory at a time. I&rsquo;m afraid you could become lost in the darkness. And if you are lost&hellip; So are we all.&rdquo;</p></blockquote><p>When I heard this, I just took it to mean that it was very important that they do this right. They needed to succeed in this attempt to restore El&rsquo;s powers. Brenner is afraid that if they rush things, El might have a mental breakdown, dooming them all.</p><p>You could be right in your interpretation, though. In the next episode, when Brenner does rush things, we get this exchange with Brenner and Owens.</p><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>&ldquo;What have you done? How much time did you skip?&rdquo; <br/><br/>&ldquo;You wanted progress. I&rsquo;m giving it to you.&rdquo;</p></blockquote><p>Here it seems less about the pace they went at as much as it does how much footage they go through. What didn&rsquo;t El (and we) see by Brenner skipping to the end? How critical is it that he skipped it? Will there be any consequences? </p><p>Unfortunately, there&rsquo;s no way to know at the present. Becoming &ldquo;lost in the darkness&rdquo; can have many meanings. She could be trapped in the void, she could suffer a mental break, she could become evil, or any other number of things. </p><p>We don&rsquo;t know how El will be when she comes out of NINA, but we know she eventually goes to face Vecna. What sort of shape she&rsquo;s in, we don&rsquo;t know, though. She&rsquo;s supposed to be more powerful than ever, but will she be able to control it?</p><p>I want Will to have an important role again. That doesn&rsquo;t mean I want it to come at the expense of El&rsquo;s role. In my mind, the ideal solution is for them to be a team. </p>
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Question: <p>i mean, ofc they are setting mike to power el up w/ saying ily but vecna is also set to appear in s5 to so they'll seemingly fail this time which means mike's "love" won't be as sincere or enough to do the thing for her, we gotta keep that in mind. i'm assuming it all has something to do w/ him only saying it after el gains her powers back like that should be brought up by el but yeah, i can see an ily from mike coming in vol.2 from miles away</p>
Answer: <p>That goes against Will&rsquo;s entire speech to him, the speech that seemed to hit Mike in his core and get him to question things. The idea is that there&rsquo;s something Mike does really have to tell El, some truth he&rsquo;s holding back, but he&rsquo;s not because he&rsquo;s afraid she might not like it. </p><p>If he tells her he loves her and means it, then his entire arc is stupid because all his did was learn to say something that was already supposed to be known. If he tells her and doesn&rsquo;t mean it, then he won&rsquo;t have learned a thing, and El will look like a fool after the fact. It will be telling her what she always feared, that Mike just wants her because she&rsquo;s a superhero.</p><p>The only &ldquo;love confession&rdquo; I can see from Mike to El is the &ldquo;I love you, but not that way&rdquo; speech. It would be honest, a truth that El may not like. It would develop both of their characters, as well. </p><p>I don&rsquo;t know why people see it coming &ldquo;from miles away&rdquo; when it goes against what we&rsquo;ve seen. Why? Mike has gone through no development pointing towards him realizing he loves her/becoming able to say it. El has had even less development in that regard, with everything being about her past. They&rsquo;re both getting the development that they need, and it has nothing to do with each other. That in itself is very telling.</p>
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Question: <p>am i the only one that hates the idea of will becoming the villain if his love is unrequited? i'm sorry but it leaves a bad taste in my mouth, knowing that people would want one of their two canon gays characters to be the big bad and all over a boy. i feel like for some it's just an excuse to get him out of the way and for them to accept that will is gay, but only so they can villainize him.</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, I totally hate it. Like, god, I hate it <i>so </i>much I could barely include it in that post because I don&rsquo;t want to consider it as an option. But it is, narratively, <i>slightly</i> better than Will&rsquo;s confession having no impact on anything whatsoever.  </p><p>Yeah, I don&rsquo;t want Will to be a villain. Look at how some people have already turned on him this season for being a home-wrecker or even a predator toward Mike for having a crush on him. If he turned evil over a boy, people would see him as the pushy gay guy who&rsquo;s obsessed with a straight boy. Sooooo many bad vibes that I hope the Duffers know to avoid. </p><p>Not to mention that it just doesn&rsquo;t fit with Will&rsquo;s character. The boy survives in the Upside Down for a week alone, survives getting possessed, overcomes a sexual identity crisis&ndash;and his undoing is being rejected by a boy? By freaking Mike Wheeler of all people? Nah. Nah. They wouldn&rsquo;t do Will&rsquo;s character dirty like that, I have to believe they wouldn&rsquo;t. </p>
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Question: <p>have you seen this game of two truths and a lie I would say romance is the lie but the way noah and millie are complaining about the duffers not killing anyone i have my doubts what do you think?</p><p>https://www.insider.com/stranger-things-4-noah-schnapp-teases-truths-and-a-lie-2022-5</p><p>(Also the ud eats up Hawkins is so interesting I'm sure this will happen there were a lot of bts of it)</p>
Answer: <p>ive never seen this. for those that dont feel like opening the link noahs two truths and a lie about s4 are a main character dies, theres an “intense” romance, and the upside down eats up hawkins and takes over the real world.</p><p>i disagree with the last one being true. it would be a massive spoiler. theres no way he’d be able to say that if its true. but it would be pretty interesting if it was and thats what s5 was focused on.</p><p>where did you see millie and noah talking about no one dying this season? that also seems like it would be a spoiler. i would be shocked if no one dies but i dont think it will be any of the main og cast from s1. im thinking itll be murray.</p><p>as for the romance one, i think its true but im overthinking the word “intense” used for byler. it seems like a better word would be “unexpected”, which he has said before that this season was unexpected and romantic. but maybe he meant it as just like a complicated thing, in which case that could definitely be associated with byler because both mike and will are figuring themselves out and mike doesnt want to admit his feelings. assuming this is a truth tho, he must be talking about byler because they all filmed separately. i would be surprised if he said this about jopper or jancy/stancy considering he likely never worked with them and didnt see them as a couple.</p><p>i think the two truths are the main character death and the romance. the one about hawkins is too big of a spoiler to reveal.</p>
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Question: <p>If you're saying El having her superpowers and saving the day makes her a weapon then every male character who has had superpowers is a weapon as well. I mean is Superman only a weapon? Is Captain America? No. El can still be a person and have her superpowers as well. She can learn that she doesn't need them for her friends and family to love her but she can still be the superhero of the story. I'd argue that sidelining her now makes it seem like she really isn't worth anything without them.</p>
Answer: <p>Superman and Captain America both have well established identities that contributed to their sense of self and motivation. El doesn&rsquo;t. That&rsquo;s the whole point of her whole arc this season. She sees herself as needing to be a superhero, otherwise she has no value. She&rsquo;s made no progress towards becoming anything else, only getting her powers back. Having her be the savior again only reinforces what she thinks about herself.</p><p>Also, having her not single handedly stop the monster is not sidelining her. This whole idea that she has to win on her own, with maybe some sidekick support, is part of why she sees herself this way. She should be able to see that she doesn&rsquo;t always have to do it, let alone herself.</p>
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Question: <p>okay idk where else to rant abt this and all my hopes for byler have been like murdered at this point but i just saw a clip of a finn interview where someone asks him if he will finally say the word love to el and he started giggling and saying you're gonna have to watch for that but yes we're gonna tackle that in part two and now ??? i'm miserable bc idk how to make that have sense in my lil byler obsessed world like what if it is literally just queerbait at the end of everything</p>
Answer: <p>My inbox is always open to random Byler rants so I totally don&rsquo;t mind!</p><p>So, this doesn&rsquo;t crush my hopes at all from what you&rsquo;ve described, but I couldn&rsquo;t find the clip you were talking about to see the context so if you have a link please send it my way!</p><p>However, &ldquo;You&rsquo;re gonna have to watch for that&rdquo; and &ldquo;we tackle that in part two&rdquo; seem like total non-answers specifically to avoid the question and possible spoilers. </p><p><b>I actually expect the answer to be <i>yes</i>, whether Byler is canon or not, whether Mileven breaks up or not: Mike <i>is</i> going to tell El he loves her, but I don&rsquo;t think it will be in the romantic way we&rsquo;re expecting. It definitely doesn&rsquo;t discourage me from seeing the Byler endgame vision.</b></p><p>But trust me, you&rsquo;re not alone in feeling afraid we&rsquo;re being queerbaited. Even I go back and forth between 100% sure it&rsquo;s happening and then worried it&rsquo;s not, and I&rsquo;m generally super optimistic.</p><p>If we <i>are</i> wrong, we can have a clown costume party on the first to all suffer together and lick our wounds. But I really think we have a chance here for something exciting and revolutionary and maybe we will be celebrating a victory rather than a defeat. </p>
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Question: <p>Can you explain why you don't want El to save the day? Personally I love that she's the superhero of the story. As an older fan and a woman it's so rare to see a female lead get to be the "superhero." Of course I think others will help but I want her to be the one to finally destroy Vecna once and for all. I think it should be a Harry Potter/Voldemort situation that only she can do. I've waited SO long to see a female superhero and I think that would be a great thing for little girls to see.</p>
Answer: <p>First, because it&rsquo;s too expected at this point. Every season, El manages to save the day. She always ends up with the power she needs to do it, no matter what happens or how exhausted she is. Even in season 3 when her powers were gone, she was the one to break through to Billy, delaying everything for Joyce to close the Gate. I felt that should have been Max&rsquo;s honor.</p><p>Going along with that, it&rsquo;s also making her out to be a tool or weapon, as opposed to a person. Not only was that how Mike and the others originally saw her in season 1, but it also ends up being how she sees herself. She&rsquo;s taking all of her value from how well she can fight. Her arc this season is about her going off to become the superhero she thinks Mike wants again, only for Brenner to tell her that&rsquo;s fairy tale stuff. Despite that coming from him, it&rsquo;s very good advice. You&rsquo;re a person, El. It&rsquo;s time you went back to Max&rsquo;s advice and started &ldquo;trying things on&rdquo; to find out who she is.</p><p>This is not a show lacking strong female characters, El included. Joyce is a dynamo who constantly proves her doubters wrong. Nancy simply cannot be stopped. Erica is incredibly intelligent and strong willed for her age. And who doesn&rsquo;t like Robin? </p><p>El can be a critical part of the story without being the one to single handedly save the day all the time. If she goes back to that role then, to me, it looks like everything she said in her fight with Mike was right. That she&rsquo;s never going to belong and that she needs to become a superhero again so Mike will love her and she&rsquo;ll have value again. Is that really the &ldquo;strong female character&rdquo; people want? </p>
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Question: <p>Only Finn guessed the spin-off correctly? Watch it be about Suzie's household (family) &#128514; I mean I don't know what they hell it'd be about but the way they were brought into the story felt so odd to me</p>
Answer: <p>I did find it odd that Suzie&rsquo;s house was completely off the rails. They went to a lot of effort to set that scene up given it&rsquo;s relatively short duration. It was enough to have the leak crowd convinced it was a birthday party at one point. </p>
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Question: <p>At one point Brenner and Owens talk about if they should tell El the truth of why she's in the Nina tank. They know 001/Vecna killed all the kids and they know she was the one who defeated him last time. That's why they brought her there so she could remember how she did it last time and defeat him again. And that's why Owens immediately went to El when he saw how the teens in Hawkins were dying. It was the same way 001 killed them at the lab.</p>
Answer: <p>Thanks for reminding me of Owens&rsquo; motivation. It makes sense. I guess I just wasn&rsquo;t thinking about that at the time. To me, that&rsquo;s even more proof El won&rsquo;t be able to succeed, at least singlehandedly. It would be all too obvious. &ldquo;You did it before, so we&rsquo;re just going to &lsquo;system restore&rsquo; you back to that point.&rdquo; Besides, it also doesn&rsquo;t take into consideration any new power Peter has gained since then.</p><p>El will be important, don&rsquo;t get me wrong, but she won&rsquo;t be the superhero again. That would go against her entire arc. If she saves the day this time, it&rsquo;ll be as part of a team.</p>
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Question: <p>At one point Brenner and Owens talk about if they should tell El the truth of why she's in the Nina tank. They know 001/Vecna killed all the kids and they know she was the one who defeated him last time. That's why they brought her there so she could remember how she did it last time and defeat him again. And that's why Owens immediately went to El when he saw how the teens in Hawkins were dying. It was the same way 001 killed them at the lab.</p>
Answer: <p>Thanks for reminding me of Owens&rsquo; motivation. It makes sense. I guess I just wasn&rsquo;t thinking about that at the time. To me, that&rsquo;s even more proof El won&rsquo;t be able to succeed, at least singlehandedly. It would be all too obvious. &ldquo;You did it before, so we&rsquo;re just going to &lsquo;system restore&rsquo; you back to that point.&rdquo; Besides, it also doesn&rsquo;t take into consideration any new power Peter has gained since then.</p><p>El will be important, don&rsquo;t get me wrong, but she won&rsquo;t be the superhero again. That would go against her entire arc. If she saves the day this time, it&rsquo;ll be as part of a team.</p>
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Question: <p>sorry if you talked about this already but what are your thoughts on why mike, jonathan, joyce and max are looking away in their character posters while everyone else is staring straight ahead? </p>
Answer: <p>I honestly don&rsquo;t know what to make of this. Max is easy enough. She&rsquo;s looking back because of her supernatural connection this season. The others, though&hellip;</p><p>I don&rsquo;t know. The easy answer is it&rsquo;s the couples. Lucas is looking at Max. Hopper and Joyce are looking at each other. Mike and Will, too.</p><p>But then we have Robin and Nancy looking each other&rsquo;s way? I mean, they&rsquo;ve gotten friendlier, but I&rsquo;m not seeing romance there. And Steve is looking at&hellip;.Dustin? </p><p>No, there&rsquo;s more to it than that. I&rsquo;m just at a loss as to what. Maybe it&rsquo;s people who are focused on the mission vs people who are distracted? Nah, that seems a bit too dumb.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think brenner and owens realize that it wasn't El who murdered all those people? It feels strange that Brenner wouldn't even be like 'but wait where's 001???' or even consider that 001 might've had a part in it.</p>
Answer: <p>Owens probably has no idea. I want to think Brenner learned the truth since he has all the security footage. Even if the one in the Rainbow Room was still down, any in the halls or other rooms surely would have picked up Peter killing everyone. Regardless, the implication is that Brenner was so shaken up by the massacre that he stopped bringing in new kids.</p><p>I think El is going to have a hard time with the truth, anyway, though. Brenner&rsquo;s hesitation to bring her straight back into that moment could have been less to do with him being afraid of showing her killing everyone and more about her feeling guilty for helping Peter. She was an 8 year old girl being manipulated by a sociopathic adult, but she still did give him the opportunity to do what he did. That&rsquo;s going to be a hard pill to swallow, and it makes sense that Brenner would want her to slowly work her way to the truth.</p>
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Question: <p>Speaking of the Wheelers being Reaganites, someone pointed out that (I forgot which season it appears though) Nancy actually has a Mondale/Ferraro poster on her wall. It&rsquo;s a nice way to symbolize her values and how she&rsquo;s become an individual away from her parents. The set designers are great at adding character details that are easy to miss if you don&rsquo;t watch carefully (like mike still having all of will&rsquo;s drawings on his wall &#128064;) I hope it also implies that Nancy would support mike being queer</p>
Answer: <p>This is why I hate the people who say the show &ldquo;isn&rsquo;t that deep.&rdquo; The absolutely insane attention to detail is almost incomparable.</p><p>Nancy would support Mike, I think. The poster doesn&rsquo;t really tell me that, though. It&rsquo;s not like the Democratic party was screaming for gay rights back then. Still, it was a better choice, as it is now, than the alternative. At the very least, you could say it shows Nancy walks her own path. I think that&rsquo;s why she&rsquo;ll support Mike. She&rsquo;ll recognize that it&rsquo;s just who Mike is, and she&rsquo;ll be damned if she plays any role in telling him he can&rsquo;t do something that it important to him. To her, it would be like how men tried to keep her down. Screw the rules. Be happy.</p>
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Question: <p>Another seven isn't the days until Vecna's curse kills you? </p><p>That's why i do believe it will be relevant to Will and Mike.</p>
Answer: <p>Yes! </p><p>Apparently, Vecna kills his victims within the next 24 hours after their first vision?</p><p>But Max, when talking about the symptoms before the killing actually takes place, says: </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="611" data-orig-width="1238"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b4d021dc28389b1d8db697d511d54820/edf30020c4fe3a21-d2/s640x960/d39b79b3882bc8fa7d1b02e45b348b1ae24c0ae2.jpg" data-orig-height="611" data-orig-width="1238"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="608" data-orig-width="1237"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d6ed4455fb02e2afe8cb644e0d5ea060/edf30020c4fe3a21-87/s640x960/50f7686667df9248e819cea0018182584cf3670e.jpg" data-orig-height="608" data-orig-width="1237"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="619" data-orig-width="1245"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fb32cd750ec5c7b74d8489c9f554e331/edf30020c4fe3a21-9d/s640x960/6041d39b0a63e004168f39b3e99ba1a2d621401d.jpg" data-orig-height="619" data-orig-width="1245"/></figure></div><p>It looks like a <b><span style="color: #ff4930">countdown</span></b>??</p><ul><li>Chrissy - 7 days </li><li>Fred - 6 days </li><li>Max - 5 days  </li><li>Patrick - was the next victim iirc? make it 4 days. We see him having headaches in S4E4</li><li>Nancy ? - her case is different, though, she was already in the UD when Vecna sent her into superhell. </li></ul><p>Vecna looks like he&rsquo;s gaining powers. The more people he kills, the less he has to wait between the symptoms he provokes and the curse to take action.  </p><p>By the way, at Suzie&rsquo;s: </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="610" data-orig-width="1244"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/300ce58ac4768c9528dc46e37524d2ed/edf30020c4fe3a21-dd/s640x960/be5cf73c3cbd23b3c750d096e50f2d68e4a84147.jpg" data-orig-height="610" data-orig-width="1244"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="611" data-orig-width="1241"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/31f435d770960399a7efea6185d2a3af/edf30020c4fe3a21-79/s640x960/aad8d0765123a32e1db975129ffb2ebeaa7683fb.jpg" data-orig-height="611" data-orig-width="1241"/></figure></div><p>and we see a grandfather clock just before :</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="620" data-orig-width="1247"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c0815f1b14225389876154d0019228f9/edf30020c4fe3a21-fd/s640x960/ee0078337f1d033aa957b2d654d2ac22eabd21d1.jpg" data-orig-height="620" data-orig-width="1247"/></figure></div><p>Though I don&rsquo;t know if it&rsquo;s relevant.</p><p><br/></p><p>If Cali gang + El come to Hawkins on the seventh day, I&rsquo;m sure something will happen to Will. &ldquo;It was a <b>seven</b>, the demogorgon, it got me&rdquo;. </p><p>Also, I don&rsquo;t know why but that makes me think of S3: “<b>The week is long</b>. The silver cat feeds when blue meets yellow in the west. A trip to China sounds nice, if you tread lightly<b>.</b>”</p><p>What are your thoughts? My mind is clouded rn, I&rsquo;m sorry I&rsquo;m jut rambling like a mad woman, aha XD If someone can make sense of this mess, let me know!</p>
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Question: <p>Do you have any theory on where the satanic panic is going? </p>
Answer: <p>I think that we&rsquo;ve already seen where it&rsquo;s going. The town is rallying against the Hellfire Club. They&rsquo;re in a hysteria around the murders, leading them to believe the club is a cult. When Mike gets back to Hawkins, he may well have to immediately go into hiding since he&rsquo;s implicated, too.</p><p>What I&rsquo;m not sure about is how the Hellfire Club is cleared of suspicion.</p>
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Question: <p>I don&rsquo;t think the spinoff would be about Nancy and Robin investigating. The Duffers said that its something nobody guessed (except Finn apparently !), and the Nancy one would be so obvious. I really wonder what&rsquo;s their idea.</p>
Answer: <p>Aw, but I love that idea.</p><p>I feel anything involving El would be too obvious, so it&rsquo;s probably not that.</p><p>I wouldn&rsquo;t mind a show about Hopper, though. Maybe his time in NY.</p>
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Question: <p>Can you do a character study on Dustin? And like his home life/relationship with his mother (which we only get glimpses of, but I find it interesting that while the Wheelers are Reaganites, she voted for Mondale and Ferraro)? His bonding with Steve, his relationship with the Mormon Suzie despite his agnosticism, his medical condition, etc. I feel like he has a lot of hidden depth but can sometimes be seen as just the comic relief, zany sidekick character. I don&rsquo;t think he&rsquo;ll get Vecnaed, but what do you think his exploitable traumas/secrets/fears likely are? And who&rsquo;d be most likely able to save him?</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t plan to do any in-depth character analyses until after volume 2. I feel it would be premature to do so until I see where this season&rsquo;s character arcs end up.</p><p>By all means, send another Ask in July.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you happen to have a compilation of all the times Mike asked Will if he was okay throughout the seasons? :3</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t, but I&rsquo;m sure someone does.</p>
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Question: <p>It&rsquo;s funny it seems like out of all the teens Jonathan is the only one who enjoys being the babysitter</p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s because he&rsquo;s the only one to realize what he really is and embrace it. Because he embraced it years ago.</p><p>Jonathan&rsquo;s role isn&rsquo;t that of a babysitter, and neither is that the case with Steve or any of the others. Jonathan is a big brother. He loves it because he sees it as a part of his life instead of a burden.</p><p>Steve, and the others, just needs to do a little cognitive reframing.</p>
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Question: <p>Not sure if you saw but the Stranger Writers account posted a line from the s4 finale, &ldquo;No one deviates from the plan. No matter what. Got it?&rdquo; on Twitter. I just had the thought that maybe Steve&rsquo;s comments about Dustin&rsquo;s ego this season were foreshadowing. If we go off your theory about The Plan having something to do with El invading the characters&rsquo; Vecna visions/minds I can see Dustin &lsquo;deviating&rsquo; from El&rsquo;s plan bc he believes he&rsquo;s seen a better path only to get tricked by Vecna. </p>
Answer: <p>A line like that almost guarantees that someone deviates from the plan. My guess would be either the person who said it or the main person who it was said to.</p><p>While Dustin is certainly a possibility, I think every member of the extended Party has a flaw that could lead to them deviating from the plan. Whether it&rsquo;s Dustin&rsquo;s overconfidence, Will&rsquo;s tendency to hide things, Nancy&rsquo;s stubbornness, etc, anyone could possibly go rogue here. Honestly, it could be multiple people, too.</p>
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Question: <p>So are you implying that Vecna's return has something to do with Will not being in Hawkins?</p>
Answer: <p>I actually wasn&rsquo;t, but that&rsquo;s an interesting way to look at it. I wonder if there is a relationship there. Thanks for sharing this.</p><p>And I don&rsquo;t think it&rsquo;s a coincidence that they arranged it so that both El and Will would leave together. It&rsquo;s the perfect setup for people to think it&rsquo;s all because of El when it&rsquo;s not. She&rsquo;ll still be important, of course, but it&rsquo;ll be a better story if Will has an importance that nobody ever paid attention to.</p>
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Question: <p>My new theory. Vecna attacked Will in s1. Vecna manipulated everything that happened in seasons 2, 3 and 4 and made Will believe he was rescued. The real Will is still stuck in the upside down. The party will discover his body still there at the end of volume 2.</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s an interesting theory, for sure, but I feel like that would make the last three seasons feel like a cheat. If they wanted to do something like that, I think they should have acted sooner. </p><p>We&rsquo;re sure to get some kind of reveal regarding Will and the Upside Down, though. I&rsquo;m totally down with finding out he was targeted, and possibly Vecna even being involved. </p><p>Personally, though, I&rsquo;m wondering if Vecna and the Mindflayer are even on the same side. I&rsquo;m thinking the two of them were both after Will because of some special role he plays in all of this. There has to be a reason why Vecna is only now showing up, and I&rsquo;m not sure I buy that he just wasn&rsquo;t strong until conveniently after the Mindflayer was defeated.</p>
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Question: <p>do u think if byler is established in s5 theyll be secretly dating or itll be treated like a normal relationship (normal compared to not having to come out as gay and whatnot)</p>
Answer: <p>i definitely think theyll have to come out since its the 80s. i think at first theyll keep it a secret to all their friends and will may want to come out but mikes not ready. jonathan and joyce would probably know tho. eventually they will come out to at least lucas, dustin, and max.</p><p>thats one of the reasons why i think theyll establish their feelings for each other this season and not drag it on because if they didnt get together until s5 theyd have to come out in the same season and i dont think mike would be ready at all to come out as soon as hes in a relationship with him. he seems to have way more internalized homophobia than will.</p>
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Question: <p>You know what made me sad? El being so selfish and kinda standoffish the day Mike arrived. Lying to her "boyfriend" is one thing and it's not even a new one. They (M. and E.) tell each other lies all the time.</p><p>It felt like she blamed all her misery on Will somehow. I just didn't get why she would do that to her wonder twin. It felt so out of character.</p>
Answer: <p>It was out of character. Just like Mike&rsquo;s behavior was. They bring out the worst in each other because they&rsquo;re both trying so hard to force it. They&rsquo;re not being themselves.</p><p>It was sad to see El lie and try to make everything about her (and Mike). I can understand her, to an extent, because of all of the bullying she&rsquo;s gone through. She&rsquo;s had a hell of a time since moving, so I imagine she just wanted one good week where she could be happy. She wanted to have the picture perfect boyfriend that she could show off. She&rsquo;s not really in that relationship for any better reason than Mike does, but she&rsquo;s not anymore aware of that than Mike is.</p><p>I wonder what might have been different had she not lied to Mike about how things were going. He might have arrived with a different attitude, wanting to help her instead of put on is own performance in the relationship, which maybe could have helped El be more herself.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t know that she blamed Will as much as she worried he&rsquo;d ruin the illusion she was trying to create. I had more of a problem with how she didn&rsquo;t even seem to realize that Will was having a bad time. Again, I understand why she felt the need to create that illusion, but she kept it all from Will, and then got mad at him when he called her out on it.</p><p>Anyway, we know that&rsquo;s not who El really is. I think we&rsquo;ll see more of her real self after she accepts that Mike isn&rsquo;t what she needs.</p>
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Question: <p>Honestly, I wholeheartedly believe that Will has powers. This hasn&rsquo;t been able to leave my mind this whole week. There&rsquo;s just no way this is just a coincidence. </p><p>I mean think about it: characters like El and Vecna have been called a &lsquo;mage&rsquo; and a &lsquo;dark wizard&rsquo;, and the characters refer to Vecna putting people in a trance as him &lsquo;casting spells&rsquo;.</p><p>So far every character that has powers has been associated with magic, even Kali. She describes her powers to El as &lsquo;a sort of magic&rsquo;, and since dnd plays a big part in the show, illusion is one of the eight schools of magic in dnd. </p><p>Will is the cleric of the party, and clerics often get their magic from divine beings. Not to mention the fact that he dressed like a wizard in S3 and in the ST/DnD graphic novel covers, Wills dnd character looks eerily similar to Gandalf, a very powerful wizard. </p><p>Both El and Kali got their powers from experimentation, whilst Henry and (possibly) Will were born with theirs. And the fact that El, Henry, and Will have connections to the Upside Down and have problems with their fathers (El with Brenner, Will with Lonnie, and Henry with Victor) </p><p>Idk this could just be me reaching, but what you think? </p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s an interesting angle, how they keep assigning D&amp;D terminology to people with powers. Will being a Cleric would fit with that. I&rsquo;m certainly down with this idea, but it&rsquo;s not exactly hard to convince me to support a theory involving Will having powers.</p><p>I really want there to be an Empire Strikes Back moment with Owens and Brenner where Owens is all &ldquo;El is our only hope&rdquo; and Brenner goes &ldquo;Well, there was another kid I had my eye on, but then when&hellip;<i>that </i>happened, I never brought him in.&rdquo; </p><p>And, while I can&rsquo;t believe I have to say this, I don&rsquo;t want Will to replace El as the hero of the story. I want him and El to work together. I think Will has a connection to the Upside Down, and I think he deserves to be the hero for once.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, will byers

Post id: 686621333475524608
Date: 2022-06-09 22:18:50 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/686621333475524608
Slug: what-negative-reaction-to-byler-becoming-canon
Reblog key: YEU1znMN
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>What negative reaction to byler becoming canon (that is, assuming for a second that it's 100% promised) are you looking forward to the least? The conservative pearl clutching about having teenagers be gay is probably mine </p>
Answer: <p>The conservatives can shove it. They can cry their crocodile tears all they want. I won&rsquo;t pay them any mind.</p><p>The reaction that will bother me is the &ldquo;it came out of nowhere&rdquo; crowd. The heteronormativity is just so disheartening. The burden of proof for gay characters is just insane compared to the &ldquo;put a boy and a girl in the same room and have them talk&rdquo; that is enough for straight ships.</p>
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Question: <p>I absolutely love how you can be pretty optimistic one day for Byler and the next pessimistic. Cause honestly? Same. Mike and Will ending up together makes so much sense, but at the same time other shows have ignored what makes sense for what&rsquo;s popular </p>
Answer: <p>I always have a healthy skepticism. When my pessimism comes in, it&rsquo;s usually because I&rsquo;ve reached my stress threshold and can&rsquo;t properly manage my emotions. </p><p>I&rsquo;m actually as optimistic about this as I&rsquo;ve been about anything. There&rsquo;s certainly a better chance of Byler happening then of me getting that job I applied for. </p><p>Now, whether it happens in season 4 or not, well, that&rsquo;s another story.</p>
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Question: <p>They did it again they sidelined Cali group even in stupid geeked show I'm losing hope (but also they mentioned Lonnie so maybe Will will have a more screentime idk&#128557;)</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, either nothing of note is going to happen with the California group (not counting El), or there&rsquo;s something they just don&rsquo;t want us to expect.</p><p>One is bad writing, the other isn&rsquo;t. Take your pick.</p>
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Question: <p>https://mobile.twitter.com/NetflixGeeked/status/1534694266580086784</p><p>Isn't it strange that everyone is here but Noah like even Erica and Robin's actress are here </p>
Answer: <p>He&rsquo;s bound and gagged in the back because he can&rsquo;t be trusted.</p><p>I kid. Maybe.</p><p>If he really is the only one missing, then it is a bit weird. The only explanations would be that he had a scheduling conflict, or they were afraid he might spoil something. Or it&rsquo;s some overly meta marketing trick to make us forget about Will.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 686528835323330560
Date: 2022-06-08 21:48:37 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/686528835323330560
Slug: isnt-7up-part-of-pepsico-tho
Reblog key: TGsgimQu
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Isn't 7up part of Pepsico, tho?</p>
Answer: <p>Dr. Pepper in the US, Pepsico in the International market. </p><p>Seems odd that they&rsquo;d get it when they already do product placement with Coke, no? I don&rsquo;t know if it means anything, but, usually, Coke wouldn&rsquo;t want to share screen time with a rival.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 686528761912508416
Date: 2022-06-08 21:47:27 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/686528761912508416
Slug: do-you-have-any-theory-about-that-eggplant
Reblog key: eWkNE4Zf
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>&#128561; &#127829; &#127814;</p><p>Do you have any theory about that Eggplant emoji? </p>
Answer: <p>Noah is a dirty, dirty boy who knew full well that saying that would get people talking.</p>
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Question: <p>What are your thoughts on the 7UP Mike is holding as he and Will talk in the desert? I can&rsquo;t tell if it&rsquo;s simply product placement or a subtle reference to &ldquo;It was a seven. The demogorgon, it got me&rdquo; admission Will makes in 1.01.</p><p>Part of me hopes it&rsquo;s a bit of both, given the 4.05 conversation is about telling the truth to people you care about + and they could&rsquo;ve used that moment to advertise any other sponsored soda, like Coke. Sevens always feel important to the story.</p>
Answer: <p>This isn&rsquo;t really my area of strength. I never really got too deep into the meanings of numbers, though I do recall 7 coming up a number of times. 7UP wouldn&rsquo;t be the most obvious choice of product placement, though, especially since Coca Cola is also present. I can&rsquo;t imagine that Coke would like the show using 7UP instead of Sprite. </p>
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Question: <p>I have noticed a mistake in the Stranger Things Wiki page, are we 100% sure that it comes from the duffers? In Will&rsquo;s part for Mike it says that he smiles when Mike 'confesses' his love for El, which doesn't go with the script that says "Will looks down embarrassedly" It seems odd to me because it states that Mike has an "undying love" for her and that he's in love with her multiple times which goes against my Byler headcanon, so I was just wondering </p>
Answer: <p>The Stranger Things Wiki, like all wikis, is crowdsourced. It is not an official source of information. </p>
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Question: <p>Why do you think Stranger Things is so popular in the LGBT community?</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t know. For me, it&rsquo;s just because I identify strongly with Will, and, to a lesser extent, Mike. I also just <i>really </i>like the show. Between the 80s references and the D&amp;D stuff, it was always going to be something I liked. The Byler is just the icing on the cake.</p>
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Question: <p>I could see Vecna trying to recruit Will just as he did El in the flashback. Vecna would prey on the fact that just like him, Will is different, doesn't "fit in", perhaps even broken. Giving into the theory of Will purposely being forgotten, I'd imagine he'd also use that to try and turn Will to the "dark side". At least, I'd like to see that. For Will to mirror El and tell him no, and proceeds to finish him off. I don't know how he would, but if Eleven really isn't the one to take Vecna down, it would be something else to see. </p><p>Am I going too tinfoil to see a possible connection in Erica beating the big bad in D&amp;D and Will possibly doing the same with the real one- and the placement of their characters on the ST4 poster? I mean they're right next to each other. Could be crack, could be real. Only time will tell &#128520;</p>
Answer: <p>If Will does have powers, and Vecna knows this, then, yeah, I could see him trying to recruit Will. He would probably think Will could be easily manipulated by taking advantage of his insecurities and the feeling that he&rsquo;s been replaced. This is where the Party working together to save Will by entering his mindscape and proving how much they care about him could come in. </p><p>It&rsquo;s my own pet theory, but I think it could make for a good ending, and it could set up season 5 by revealing the importance of Will and the fact that the Mindflayer is still out there.</p>
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Question: <p>We know how much Jonathan loves Will ever since season 1 and all those scenes of him telling him that it&rsquo;s good to be different, but now it&rsquo;s with all those little concerned looks it&rsquo;s clear that he knows will is gay and in love with mike and is trying to do his best to be there for him. It&rsquo;s very in-character because he&rsquo;s always been super anti conformity, and is also just so heartwarming, he&rsquo;s the big brother every queer kid wants</p>
Answer: <p>I love the idea that Jonathan has kind of known all along, but he&rsquo;s just never directly brought it up with Will because he&rsquo;s letting Will go at his own pace with it. Jonathan has always been the model of a big brother. I hope that they get a good scene together after Will&rsquo;s feelings are revealed where Jonathan makes sure that he&rsquo;s not only ok with it, but he thinks it&rsquo;s awesome because Will isn&rsquo;t letting people force him to be &ldquo;normal.&rdquo;</p>
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Question: <p>I don't usually watch interviews, because knowing the actors ruin the experience for me because then i can't tell them apart from their characters. But i just watched the Finn video and he seems like a really good kid. I'm glad we have him.</p>
Answer: <p>yeah, I get the sense he&rsquo;s a pretty chill guy. He&rsquo;d probably be fun to be friends with if I wasn&rsquo;t old enough to be his dad.</p>
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Question: <p>https://mobile.twitter.com/ellieebeaar_/status/1187654559231086592/photo/1</p><p>Wait he had B+ in computers but still hadn't idea what IP was &#129300;</p>
Answer: <p>Eh, even for someone with an interest in computers, IP and networks wouldn&rsquo;t be common knowledge back in the 80s. As a hacker, Suzie would be much more familiar with such things. Will doesn&rsquo;t even have a computer.</p>
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Question: <p>Maybe the Snow Ball scene has more significance. I&rsquo;ve always thought that&rsquo;s where it all went wrong for W/M. If Mike hadn&rsquo;t pushed Will to dance with a girl even after he said &ldquo;I don&rsquo;t&rdquo;, then he wouldn&rsquo;t have needed to dance with El to escape loneliness. He wastes over a year thinking Will likes girls over one dance (which he strain-smiled through). So he settled on El since he thought he lost Will, on that night. From this point on he pretends to be uninterested in Will, trying to avoid pain.&#9785;&#65039;</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, I also think the Snow Ball was a big turning point for Mike and Will. When I heard there was a scene there, I figured it only made sense to have Will relive that. Or maybe it&rsquo;s Will&rsquo;s mindscape and Max ends up there? That article only said that Max was in the Snow Ball set and a balloon popped. That&rsquo;s literally all we know. Maybe each Party member ends up in a different part of Will&rsquo;s memory in their attempt to save him. Go go Dream Warriors?</p>
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Question: <p>what I found kind of confusing with that video is that he talks about mike trying to be normal, then being into &lsquo;new things&rsquo;, and then saying that he might be a bit more rebellious this season. Those all feel kind of contradictory to me, I mean it could be about hellfire and conformity vs rebellion stuff like that but that still doesn&rsquo;t make too much sense cause dnd isn&rsquo;t &lsquo;new&rsquo;. Maybe he&rsquo;s just trying to be vague on purpose?</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, I think he&rsquo;s just trying to be vague. Mike does have the rebellious aspect with the Hellfire Club, but that&rsquo;s really just him being proud of being a nerd. That does clash with him saying Mike is trying to be normal. </p><p>If you think about how differently Mike acts when he gets to California, though, Mike does try to be normal. He wears exactly what he feels is expected of him. He tries to act like the doting boyfriend. He&rsquo;s basically being the same conformist that Eddie would rant about. I wonder what Eddie would think if he saw Mike on March 22.</p><p>Maybe Finn is trying to convey how Mike is torn between who he really is and who he thinks other people want him to be. </p><p>I think it&rsquo;s clear Mike is happier when he&rsquo;s himself. Hopefully he figures that out.</p>
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Question: <p>There's a trance in the snow ball from season two in volume 2. Eleven was in it in the trailer but it seems like it's going to be Max's trance. I was wondering if you had any thoughts about that</p>
Answer: <p>I think that the characters are going to purposefully going to go into trances so Eleven can infiltrate their minds and attack Vecna from within. <b>A lot of characters and Byler have been tagged and that&rsquo;s going to become relevant in a minute; this post is gonna be a long one!</b> Let me explain&hellip;</p><p><span class="npf_color_joey">Spoiler warning! </span></p><p>I&rsquo;m a fan of the Nightmare on Elm Street series and spoke about how I believed that season 4 would be heavily nightmare inspired before I watched the series. But I was looking back at the film inspiration list, and it doesn&rsquo;t have the first Nightmare movie; it has the third, Nightmare on Elm Street 3: Dream Warriors. I didn&rsquo;t really think too much about why that is the case until this ask. </p><p>There are a few things of note about this movie. Firstly, the kids put themselves into trances to find powers and fight back against Freddie Krueger. But most importantly, the female lead (Kristen) has the ability to pull people into trances. As well as this, the kids have a shared trance in the movie and this is where my theory comes in.</p><p>I think you&rsquo;re right; Eleven is in Max&rsquo;s trance. And I think this is how they&rsquo;re going to take down Vecna. Before I continue, I&rsquo;ll quickly give some proof about what the anon said.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="359" data-orig-width="736"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7ccf425f1b5126e5aab0d3ffc2357e21/cbfce0bb8feeee86-87/s640x960/bf740b35df8b8186dc23a1b500ed07257439b991.png" data-orig-height="359" data-orig-width="736"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1920" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/496215735235da49abf95354dda733c0/cbfce0bb8feeee86-2b/s640x960/b2915cc6a0997423f89ccd29149fe0a197c8696e.jpg" data-orig-height="1920" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><p>As you can see, Eleven is in the Snow Ball but we know that Max&rsquo;s trance takes place there. This made me start thinking about the character&rsquo;s risky plan. Eleven, like Kristen in Nightmare 3, has similar powers to the villain. This is because Vecna was 001. I believe that the characters will purposefully go into trances so Eleven can infiltrate their minds and try to take down Vecna with her powers from within. The loud bang described in this clip could be Vecna trying to scare her (Vecna is Pennywise inspired and the popping balloon could be an homage to that) but it could also be Eleven trying to confuse Vecna. They clearly fight in some capacity here as shown by Eleven flying backwards although if Eleven fights back by that point is yet to be seen.</p><p>This could be linked to Will as well. Noah Schnapp posted him in a harness despite the fact we&rsquo;ve not seen any stunts that he&rsquo;d need it for yet. Millie Bobby Brown posted a video of her and Noah skating together, however Will was wearing a different outfit to what he was originally wearing at the roller rink and instead was wearing the one with the harness. Perhaps their trances bleed together and Will starts experiencing some of Eleven&rsquo;s trance too? I&rsquo;m not too sure on that but I thought it was worth putting out there. This could be something interesting to think about for the people who talk about Will Byers having powers. If he somehow managed to infiltrate Eleven&rsquo;s mind it could mean he had similar powers to them.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1850" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9a741410275c5470176a1bd8257c00d5/cbfce0bb8feeee86-40/s640x960/343e3112e9f2c8c9eb872fedbc3f9c019e07f3e4.png" data-orig-height="1850" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1023" data-orig-width="828"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/605093fd78ba470f229e65494fdb2fd5/cbfce0bb8feeee86-d8/s640x960/353495acabe69bd502c1e6eb07f58f755c58e20c.jpg" data-orig-height="1023" data-orig-width="828"/></figure></div><p>I was theorising earlier with <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> about Lucas going into a trance. This is because Caleb had censored eyes with contacts in for spoilers and the people who are Vecna&rsquo;d wear contacts. Whilst this might not be the case, I&rsquo;m now inclined to believe that a lot of the Hawkins Gang will be going into trances like in Nightmare 3. I doubt they&rsquo;ll develop dream superpowers (who knows though) but I do think they&rsquo;ll have shared trances. </p><p>If this is the case, I can only imagine how scary that is for the characters as it exposes all their secrets, trauma and guilt. I hope this isn&rsquo;t used for an outing of Will or Robin. I suppose it could maybe be handled alright but I much prefer more heartfelt coming out stories like Robin to Steve. Although if Robin did go in a trance, this would probably be what it&rsquo;s about considering that seems to be her major secret.</p><p>This could maybe even be the route they go down for Byler, with Eleven or Mike looking into Will&rsquo;s brain and seeing his queer thoughts. This could also happen to Mike. As I said, I hope they don&rsquo;t use this approach and I don&rsquo;t think they will because of the painting which in my opinion is almost certainly going to be used for a confession.</p><p>I also wonder if Steve, Robin and Nancy are using this distraction to try hunt down and physically kill Vecna. We see them with all of their kit walking somewhere in the Upside Down and shots of Robin attached to a wall with vines. I think the reason Eddie isn&rsquo;t with them is because he&rsquo;s using guitar to lure away the demobats. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="932" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/25a24bb8d0a100378abb07ff94ec0b4a/cbfce0bb8feeee86-d7/s640x960/3dc99cd7cbdf249683e11adc5e95526c3e53d5ae.png" data-orig-height="932" data-orig-width="2048"/></figure></div><p>Anyways, whilst Eleven and the kids use their minds to weaken and attack Vecna, it would make total sense for these characters to try and sneak attack Vecna with physical weapons. This makes me worried for the older group trying to hurt him as I feel like this would definitely go wrong. Eddie is also at risk because of the fact that he&rsquo;s all alone with his only defense being killer guitar skills and the show has a pattern of killing off loveable new characters as well. We shall have to wait and see.</p><p>According to interviews, there&rsquo;s going to be a 1 hour sequence in the final episode that just doesn&rsquo;t stop. Could this sequence be a one hour long trance with Eleven and possibly Will and the gang fighting back against Vecna in their minds?</p><p>I hope this answered your question and that this post made sense. Thanks for the ask (:</p>
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Question: <p>So a video just came out of Finn in the hair chair talking and he says mike &ldquo;is trying to be as normal as possible, but he might be into some new things&rdquo; hmmmm I wonder what that could be</p>
Answer: <p>If you&rsquo;re suggesting that Finn said that to refer to Mike being gay or liking Will, then I&rsquo;d find it an odd turn of phrase to use.</p><p>That said, I haven&rsquo;t seen much in regards to Mike being into new things. Being part of the Hellfire Club is more like him reverting to his old self, and it actually goes against Mike acting normal.</p><p>He doesn&rsquo;t start to try to be &ldquo;normal&rdquo; until he gets to California. Maybe Finn was just trying to be vague about things, but this isn&rsquo;t something I&rsquo;d latch on to. It does tell us that Mike definitely is being phony, though.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, byler, mike wheeler

Post id: 686499412043759616
Date: 2022-06-08 14:00:57 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/686499412043759616
Slug: well-fix-it-together-dont-forget-that-lucas
Reblog key: lgGg0ipe
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>"We'll fix it together" don't forget that Lucas was also on the bench all year. Metaphorically speaking, so were Will and El. They've been out of the game in California. Will especially - his whole thing is being overlooked. (When someone is "on the bench" they're overlooked and not given their chance to shine.) Seeing as Lucas goes on to win the whole game, I'm taking this as a good sign for Will</p>
Answer: <p>Yup yup. I think there&rsquo;s a reason a brother sister duo were the unlikely heroes at the end of the first episode.</p><p>The 11 missing is still a big thing for me, though. They could have had Dustin roll any number, but they didn&rsquo;t. They even showed the die dramatically rolling over to see the result. They wanted us to see what he got. </p><p>While El will surely be a crucial part of what happens, she won&rsquo;t be able to single handedly save the day this time. Honestly, I think that&rsquo;s for the best. Stuff like that is part of why she thinks she has to always be a superhero, so it will be good for her, too, to know she doesn&rsquo;t always have to be the one to do everything.</p>
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Question: <p>I guess for those reasons I can understand why the town feels sad that Patrick dying but I don&rsquo;t get why Eddie feels guilty about &ldquo;doing nothing and then running away&rdquo;. Patrick was horrible to him long before he thought he was a murderer and if the roles were reversed he sure as hell wouldn&rsquo;t have done anything to help him, he owes Patrick nothing </p>
Answer: <p>His guilt is mostly from running away when Chrissy died. Watching Patrick die would really just be reminding him of what a coward he is. He doesn&rsquo;t have to like Patrick to feel bad for not doing anything to help, even if there wasn&rsquo;t anything he really could do. That&rsquo;s why I think that his death, if he does die, will come while protecting someone.</p>
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Question: <p>I wish we got to see how El feels about Will. We got to see how much Will cares about El and see him refer to her as his sister, but we got nothing from El&rsquo;s side</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, that was a disappointment. We got to see her concern for him in the first two seasons, but that seems to be something curiously absent lately. We get hints that she has an interest in his life, as she was curious about his painting, but that&rsquo;s it. Aside from that, she acts low-key hostile to him when he reacts to her lies, and she doesn&rsquo;t seem to pick up on his disappointment before the bullying scene. I can understand her not saying anything after that, but beforehand she was almost dismissive of him. It&rsquo;s uncharacteristic of her, and, honestly, it&rsquo;s another sign that her relationship with Mike is bad for her.</p>
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Question: <p>Did you notice that ominous "12 hours earlier" thing in that one scene where Owens and 11 arrive at the underground lab in Nevada? What the hell was that about? Do you know?</p>
Answer: <p>I definitely remember that, and I remember that I thought it was important, but I&rsquo;m not sure why. I can only guess it&rsquo;s to establish a timeline since things were being shown out of sequence.</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;m pretty sure Owens made that criminal record go away like he said </p>
Answer: <p>The official record, perhaps, but people there still know what happened. I can&rsquo;t see El ever seeing that place as home.</p>
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Question: <p>I'm a little worried that El's reappearance will hinder the progress that Byler have made since she left. Only because it seems like byler open up more and have the best moments when El isn't there. I just saw that Noah and millie were in hoppers cabin and she had the wig on so I'm wondering if El stays in the cabin as well. Which makes sense but idk byler having their heart to heart when El is still around feels strange to me </p>
Answer: <p>Let&rsquo;s be honest, Mike needs to clear the air with El first, anyway. I hope they don&rsquo;t both just regress into suddenly being a couple again, but they definitely need to talk and work things out. Mike might be hesitant to say anything that might hurt her during such a stressful time, so it&rsquo;s possible he doesn&rsquo;t say anything risky until much later.</p><p>We know El is in the cabin. It may well be where the Byers stay when they&rsquo;re in Hawkins. It&rsquo;s not like they can go home after this. El has a criminal record in Lenora, and their house is the scene of a deadly shootout.</p><p>El needs to be a part of this because she is already a part of this. We can&rsquo;t have Mike and Will progressing their relationship if Mike and El are still together. We shouldn&rsquo;t be seeing El as a negative for being present. She&rsquo;s Will&rsquo;s sister, after all. I think things will change if she is able to see Will&rsquo;s torment when he&rsquo;s Tranced.</p>
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Question: <p>Hot take: I don&rsquo;t get why everyone was so sad that Patrick died. He was a bully who spent the last days of his life quite literally trying to murder Eddie </p>
Answer: <p>You have to remember that the entire basketball team legitimately thinks that Eddie murdered Chrissy. Their vigilante justice thing isn&rsquo;t good, but you can understand their motives. They think they&rsquo;re hunting a murderer.</p><p>Patrick was also being abused at home, which automatically earns some sympathy points when we learn that he&rsquo;s been hiding and it, and his friends were ignoring obvious signs.</p><p>If it were Angela, on the other hand&hellip;</p>
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Question: <p>thoughts on ronance? and do you see a chance of them happening??</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s a cute idea, and I dig it, but I don&rsquo;t see it as romantic. Not yet, anyway. They barely know each other, and I think <i>that</i> is the main point of their story together. </p><p>Robin and Nancy have both gone into this working relationship with predetermined ideas of each other, and they&rsquo;re learning that there&rsquo;s more to each other than they originally thought. Nancy is seeing Robin as smart and capable, and Robin is seeing Nancy as tough and principled. Their original perceptions aren&rsquo;t wrong, exactly. Nancy is still relatively uptight, and Robin is definitely offbeat, but they&rsquo;re seeing there&rsquo;s so much more than they originally gave the other credit for.</p><p>I see the real possibility for a strong friendship arc here. Nancy hasn&rsquo;t been seen with any friends since Barb died. There was a reference to &ldquo;Ally&rdquo; in season 2, but that&rsquo;s it. Robin is also never seen associating with anyone but Steve and the kids. If the novel is true, then Robin was also friends with Barb, which could also be something for them to bond over. </p><p>I&rsquo;m not saying it couldn&rsquo;t eventually become romantic. I&rsquo;m just saying there&rsquo;s not enough there at the present. Let them be friends first. That makes for stronger relationships, anyway.</p>
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Question: <p>Some older questions (from a few days ago) came back to my dashboard and i was wondering if you really don't think Will is important for the plot anymore? If so, do you believe he might get killed off and that's why Noah is just talking as he pleases?</p>
Answer: <p>No, and I consider that to be such a ridiculous concept. </p><p>I get nervous about their plans for Will because they&rsquo;ve let it drag on for long enough if it&rsquo;s supposed to be building to something. I still think something is coming for him, especially now that Noah mentioned that we&rsquo;ll find out more about why Will was the first one to be taken.</p>
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Question: <p>I really wonder about the color green in the Eleven's posters. </p>
Answer: <p>Sort of adds another layer to &ldquo;blue meets yellow&rdquo; eh?</p>
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Question: <p>So Millie filmed some scenes with her shaved hair in New Mexico in the desert, do you think that Finn and Noah will be in those scenes as well? I'm kinda wondering if the cali crew will even make it to Hawkins, tbh</p>
Answer: <p>They make it to Hawkins. We know they do. We just don&rsquo;t know when. There&rsquo;s set photos of them in Hawkins, not to mention the promotional photos of everyone together. Who might not make it back is the Russia crew. That might be part of the bridge into season 5.</p><p>El having scenes in the desert is something we&rsquo;ve known, too. We&rsquo;ve seen her standing in front of an explosion, presumably outside the Lab base. There&rsquo;s also BTS photos of her on the road with the Pizza Party.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you own any stranger things merch?</p>
Answer: <p>I do. I have many of the comics and novels, as well as several Funko Pop figures. Once the Hopper one comes, I&rsquo;ll have the Byers House Build-a-Scene complete.</p>
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Question: <p>congrats on your 2k! as for a question&hellip;this is out of left field but&hellip;do you like kpop &#128517;</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you.</p><p>I can&rsquo;t say I&rsquo;m into Kpop. I don&rsquo;t really like modern music, in general, though. For me, music peaked in the mid 90s. I listen mostly to 80s music now.</p>
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Question: <p>I can&rsquo;t believe &ldquo;Last Night a DJ Saved My Life&rdquo; by Indeep hasn&rsquo;t been used. Like it&rsquo;s literally about being saved by a song being played. C&rsquo;mon, opportunity right there!</p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s a fair point. Perhaps they thought it was a bit too on the nose?</p>
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Question: <p>congrats!! Is there any stranger things character you think is overrated, even if you still like them?</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, boy, I&rsquo;m gonna get it for this.</p><p>El. </p><p>I do like El as a character, but they&rsquo;ve really gone too far in making the show center around her. There&rsquo;s an ensemble cast here, and I think that was a large part of the charm of Stranger Things to begin with. Now, though, characters are losing screen time and development to give El more and more. I don&rsquo;t really see what&rsquo;s wrong with having a more balanced approach.</p><p>They don&rsquo;t even have to change that much. Just dial it back a bit. There&rsquo;s lots of interesting stuff with her character, but it just doesn&rsquo;t have to come at the expense of development for other characters. </p>
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Question: <p>congrats!! Is there any stranger things character you think is overrated, even if you still like them?</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, boy, I&rsquo;m gonna get it for this.</p><p>El. </p><p>I do like El as a character, but they&rsquo;ve really gone too far in making the show center around her. There&rsquo;s an ensemble cast here, and I think that was a large part of the charm of Stranger Things to begin with. Now, though, characters are losing screen time and development to give El more and more. I don&rsquo;t really see what&rsquo;s wrong with having a more balanced approach.</p><p>They don&rsquo;t even have to change that much. Just dial it back a bit. There&rsquo;s lots of interesting stuff with her character, but it just doesn&rsquo;t have to come at the expense of development for other characters. </p>
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Question: <p>What do you think the funniest ST scene is</p>
Answer: <p>Tough call. I think I&rsquo;ll go with this:</p><figure class="tmblr-full tmblr-embed" data-provider="youtube" data-url="https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zq-fwqWEzQw&amp;ab_channel=CinemaClips" data-orig-width="356" data-orig-height="200"><iframe width="356" height="200" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/Zq-fwqWEzQw?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe></figure>
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Question: <p>where do you see a middle aged byler in 2022?</p>
Answer: <p>The have a small house in a nice town. Mike has a study to write in, while Will has an art studio. They collaborate on comics, but it&rsquo;s sort of a side project rather than a job. They have a dog, and maybe they decided to adopt a couple of kids. I like to imagine the Party managed to stay close together, as unrealistic as that may be. They have weekly D&amp;D nights still, which is probably even more unrealistic, to be honest. </p>
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Question: <p>if the byers hadn't of moved, what state do you think will and mike's relationship would be in? </p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s hard to say, but I think it would&rsquo;ve been a lot better than it was on that first day Mike arrived. </p><p>The majority of that tension was because they both thought the other didn&rsquo;t care anymore. Their relationship returned to something akin to normal (for them) after they finally talked things out. I don&rsquo;t think they&rsquo;d have gotten together, though. I think Mike needs to be thoroughly scared before that happens.</p><p>In fact, it might be best that they moved. Will may never have gotten the idea to paint his feelings for Mike if they still lived in Hawkins together. Mike also wouldn&rsquo;t have had his &ldquo;I guess I thought I lost you&rdquo; realization. Things got worse before they got better, but maybe they needed this.</p>
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Question: <p>congrats &#127881;</p><p>how much sense does a superpowered will byers make to you?</p>
Answer: <p>It makes a lot of sense.</p><p>Will is special somehow. Whether it&rsquo;s because he has latent powers or something else, I suppose it&rsquo;s impossible to say. However, I don&rsquo;t buy that he was just in the wrong place at the wrong time.</p>
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Question: <p>Congrats! Have you ever been to Europe?</p>
Answer: <p>Alas, my family never took vacations when I was growing up, so it&rsquo;s never been something I&rsquo;ve known how to approach. I&rsquo;d like to visit Italy and Ireland someday, since most of my family originates from those countries. Perhaps after I pay off my student loans in 500 years.</p>
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Question: <p>Congrats on 2000! What are some other things you enjoy like books or movies etc</p>
Answer: <p>I was a big Harry Potter fan. Rowling&rsquo;s stance on transgender people has sort of soured me on that, though, not to mention the abomination that was Cursed Child.</p><p>I have a group of friends that gets together to play board games on the weekends. It&rsquo;s a lot of fun, as there&rsquo;s been something of a board game renaissance in recent years. </p><p>I&rsquo;m a big fan of 80s movies, which probably isn&rsquo;t too surprising. I also enjoy watching MST3k and RiffTrax, and I tend to make comments like those when watching movies with certain friends. We can also have fun just watching old commercial or TV intro compilations and make our own commentary. </p><p>It&rsquo;s the little things in life when you get older, it would seem.</p>
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Question: <p>Congrats!!</p><p>Do you wish we got more Will and El scenes in Lenora high (I don&rsquo;t remember the name) and more sibling scenes at the start of Vol 1?</p>
Answer: <p>God yes. They&rsquo;ve been hinted to have this connection from the start, but we&rsquo;ve barely seen them interact. I felt robbed by this. Even a breakfast scene before they went to school that day would have been something.</p><p>Volume 2 better deliver something for the two of them.</p>
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Question: <p>Just read you like The Legend of Zelda, so i need to ask you what are your favorite games from the franchise?</p>
Answer: <p>Well, if I had to make a top 5 list:</p><ol><li>The Legend of Zelda (NES)</li><li>Breath of the Wild (Switch)</li><li>A Link to the Past (SNES)</li><li>Ocarina of Time (N64)</li><li>Link&rsquo;s Awakening (Game Boy)</li></ol>
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Question: <p>When and how did you realize you were bi?</p><p>(If this is too personal, just don't answer it. I'm not sure if your AMA is only ST-related.)</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, I said the sky is the limit, and I meant it. </p><p>It was a difficult journey for me. I went to Catholic school through the 8th grade, and I was something of a naïve kid. I came out of there at 14 with little understanding of the world outside of the narrow view the school introduced me to. Bear in mind that this was in 1996, so I had little in the ways of positive gay teen representation, and the internet was only just starting to become commonplace in American homes.</p><p>I had confusing feelings by that time, but I didn&rsquo;t really get what it meant. It wasn&rsquo;t until I went to a public high school that I started to expand my worldview. I was introduced to such a wide world of cultures, religions, and, yes, sexual orientations. Once my family had the internet, it really changed things for me. I was able to actually connect with other LGBT people in a safe way since I was too scared to do so at school. It took some time, some educational web surfing, and some, ahem, &ldquo;educational&rdquo; web surfing for me to figure it out. </p><p>Of course, then I fell for one of my friends, and that sealed the deal. My friends were really good about it when I came out to them. One friend, the one I fell for, reacted badly to it, but he came around after he saw how it affected me. We actually ended up even closer after that, even if it wasn&rsquo;t as close as I wanted. I always wondered if he was trying to make up for his initial reaction.</p><p>I often wonder what it&rsquo;s like to grow up as LGBT now when its easier to make those healthy connections I lacked. I hope its a better, safer journey these days.</p>
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Question: <p>As someone who's still young and found fandom in my tweens it makes me glad to see adults around still enjoy fandom and fangirling/fanboying because it's something I've done literally since early childhood, before I found the internet communities, and I can't see myself ever letting this hobby go. Which makes me wonder, when did You find fandom? How long have you been a part of it? Doesn't matter if it's ST or another fixation :)</p>
Answer: <p>You&rsquo;re <i>never </i>too old to fanboy/girl something. Never. Don&rsquo;t ever let anyone tell you otherwise. Those people just forgot what it&rsquo;s like to enjoy things.</p><p>Like I said in a previous Ask, this is my first real fandom. I&rsquo;ve been really into stuff before, but I&rsquo;ve never really engaged in the fandom.  My biggest interests aside from Stranger Things are the MCU, Warcraft, and Legend of Zelda, though.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t know if I&rsquo;ll ever get into another fandom like this one again. It just felt right this time. Only time will tell.</p>
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Question: <p>Congrats on 2000!</p><p>What are your favourite outfits from s4?</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, who doesn&rsquo;t want a Hellfire Club shirt?</p><p>Aside from that, I like Lucas&rsquo; sporty look and Robin&rsquo;s ever unique look.</p>
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Question: <p>is this your first time in fandom or have you been involved in another before? which?</p>
Answer: <p>This is the first fandom I&rsquo;ve actively engaged in. I&rsquo;ve never really been this into a show before.</p>
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Question: <p>AMA any byler headcanons?</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m not one for headcanons that don&rsquo;t connect to the established plot somehow. However, I do like the idea that Mike sings to Will, and he knows it&rsquo;s bad, but he still loves it because it&rsquo;s Mike. </p>
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Question: <p>(for the AMA) who are your LEAST favorite stranger things characters? (and why?)</p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s a tough one since I like most of them. Even the vile ones I like because of how well they&rsquo;re written to be hated.</p><p>I guess Lonnie, though. How could anyone mistreat that family? Or maybe Angela. Her bullying went <i>well </i>beyond the pale.</p>
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Question: <p>At no point did that Duffers interview read 'huge time jump'. They said maybe. Folks need to stop hitting the panic button so fast. They're not going to give anything about S5 away when we haven't even seen how S4 ends yet. There have been several interviews this press release where actors/Duffers have constantly contradicted each other to varying degrees so at this point paying any attention at all to interviews is completely moot. </p>
Answer: <p>I think the Duffers just opt for confusion and obfuscation when they don&rsquo;t have an answer, or, at least, an answer they can give. I&rsquo;m not convinced by this recent interview. I just wanted to address the possibility.</p>
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Question: <p>I saw a post (not in here) that said Will needs less screen time and I&rsquo;m like bestie are we even watching the same show from season 3 onwards? Like he&rsquo;s only one vol 1 for like 6 mins???</p>
Answer: <p>Some people just hate Will. I wouldn&rsquo;t worry about it.</p>
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Question: <p>I really appreciate how you keep a somewhat balanced look on speculation. Of course I want byler to be canon, of course I think it would be a good writing choice, of course I want to believe in all these theories and speculation, but ultimately we have to be cautious given the circumstances. "It would be bad writing" hasn't saved us from heteronormative narratives and outcomes before, so I appreciate how you balance optimism with skepticism. </p><p>I wish we didn't have to be cautious or scared that we might just be seeing things or "reading too much into it", but that'll have to be unlearned with time, if time is kind.</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you, I do try to be rational about things. I&rsquo;m trying to keep my optimism level up simply because of the evidence. All you have to do is compare Mike and Will&rsquo;s &ldquo;heart to hearts&rdquo; with Mike and El&rsquo;s scenes. Even their fights ring different. Mike comes off a lot more hurt than defensive with Will, and he even tends to rein himself in when he sees Will is upset.</p><p>Mike and Will are just in sync with each other, and it&rsquo;s something that increasingly seems to be heading towards happiness for them. Even when they&rsquo;re both holding back, they still get each other. They have full conversations with their eyes and just a few words.</p><p>We can be cautious, but I wouldn&rsquo;t say we should be scared. We&rsquo;re not reading too much into things. They&rsquo;ve already shown us that we were meant to see this all along. The only final reveal is whether it is requited, which signs point to being true. We just don&rsquo;t know <i>when </i>it&rsquo;ll happen.</p>
Tags: byler, stranger things 4

Post id: 686436067973496832
Date: 2022-06-07 21:14:07 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/686436067973496832
Slug: guess-we-can-all-cross-jopper-off-our-bingo-cards
Reblog key: 7L3rSRpu
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Guess we can all cross Jopper off our Bingo cards!</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, promos can sometimes be misleading, but was this really ever in doubt?</p>
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Question: <p>Did you hear about the potential huge time jump for season 5? That kinda scares me for many reasons, not just for byler, but really for all of the characters and their friendships/relationships with each other? I don&rsquo;t want ST to pull a Riverdale&hellip;</p>
Answer: <p>I think a time jump is risky, especially since the Duffers don&rsquo;t even sound so sure about it. I get the potential issues with people growing up, but this is something they should have planned for. Production times have only increased each season, and it doesn&rsquo;t help that they don&rsquo;t seem to even start the process until the previous season launches.</p><p>I mean, if they don&rsquo;t know if there&rsquo;s going to be a time skip, then it would mean that they haven&rsquo;t started writing. I would take this report with a grain of salt, as I swear I saw them previously state that next season won&rsquo;t have the buildup time that previous seasons have had. We&rsquo;d just be right in the thick of things. I can&rsquo;t see how that&rsquo;s possible if there&rsquo;s a sizeable time skip. You&rsquo;d need to set up the new threat, show what&rsquo;s changed since last season, how are all the characters doing, etc.</p><p>As for Byler, well, there are potential concerns. One of the first that comes to mind is the belief that you can be &ldquo;too young&rdquo; to know you&rsquo;re gay. Assuming they don&rsquo;t get together in Volume 2, it sends a message that they both need to figure themselves out because they&rsquo;re &ldquo;too young.&rdquo; </p><p>If this is a concern for the Duffers, then they better get a move on with producing the final season. After the big jump in quality this season, it&rsquo;s not like they can take a step back. They&rsquo;ll need to give us something similar. </p>
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Question: <p>I completely agree with the non-verbal acting this season. Mike&rsquo;s smile at will and both of their teary eyes, the scene in the desert before they even start talking made my heart clench, so much said with so little. They&rsquo;re killing it imo</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s almost like the boys aren&rsquo;t saying how they really feel, no? Like they&rsquo;re <i>both</i> holding things in?</p><p>Nah, must just be &ldquo;bad acting.&rdquo;</p>
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Question: <p>I have severe trust issues when it comes to queer rep in mainstream stuff, and I get that you can platonically love someone very much, I&rsquo;m a lesbian and my best friend is a straight girl. But I just cannot get past mike saying stuff like &ldquo;crazy together&rdquo; and especially telling will becoming his friend was the best thing he&rsquo;d ever done, telling him he felt like he lost him and that Hawkins isn&rsquo;t the same without him. All I&rsquo;m saying is if will was a girl this would be seen very differently</p>
Answer: <p>Everything you&rsquo;ve said here is accurate. I don&rsquo;t even need to expand on it.</p><p>The &ldquo;why can&rsquo;t they just be friends&rdquo; argument is just heteronormativity at best and outright homophobia at worst.</p><p>I get your mistrust, though. I&rsquo;m 40. I&rsquo;ve seen a lot of bad representation and teasing in the past. This feels far too meticulous over the entire course of the series to not be going somewhere, though. </p>
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Question: <p>I completely agree with the non-verbal acting this season. Mike&rsquo;s smile at will and both of their teary eyes, the scene in the desert before they even start talking made my heart clench, so much said with so little. They&rsquo;re killing it imo</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s almost like the boys aren&rsquo;t saying how they really feel, no? Like they&rsquo;re <i>both</i> holding things in?</p><p>Nah, must just be &ldquo;bad acting.&rdquo;</p>
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Question: <p>I don't think Mike would have understood his feelings back then, but it's probable the tape would have made him feel something. That he'd want to say something, but not know what. When Will confesses the roll was a seven, Mike seems distracted. Knowing Mike, it wouldn't surprise me if he was weighing up saying something like "Cool mix tape. That song about Heroes, that was super, uh, cool" (I'm imagining Heroes was definitely on this tape.)</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t want to get caught up in this mixtape stuff since it&rsquo;s clearly so ambiguous, but it would be very interesting to a sign of how strong their relationship was before Will disappeared. Knowing that a mixtape was shared between them before everything went to hell would suggest that Mike didn&rsquo;t just start caring about Will because he almost died.</p><p>We&rsquo;ll see how this all plays out, though.</p>
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Question: <p>This is probably grasping at straws but I saw someone on twitter point out that in the little cabin clip the camera is zooming in (on their faces I&rsquo;d assume), full disclosure i know next to nothing about cinematography and of course they want to focus on the two of them in a scene where it&rsquo;s just talking. But it&rsquo;s interesting to me at least! it&rsquo;s an important enough scene that the account that posted it got flagged by ST and took it down</p>
Answer: <p>Well, it was flagged and taken down simply because it was not cleared for release. It wouldn&rsquo;t really matter much what it was. </p><p>That said, it does appear to be framed as a serious, closeup conversation. It seems similar in nature to both &ldquo;crazy together&rdquo; and &ldquo;what if he spies back&rdquo; in their positioning and body language, as well as the placement of cameras and microphones.</p><p>Whatever it ends up being, it should be an emotional scene. I just don&rsquo;t want some vague scene that drags the story into season 5. Will should already have enough to do then if they really plan to touch on why he was taken in the first place.</p>
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Question: <p>I was born in the 2000s so I&rsquo;m not very familiar with mixtapes as gift especially in the context of the 80s/90s, let&rsquo;s just say for a moment that it is between mike and will. Obviously we know Jonathan gave will one, and it&rsquo;s not like purely platonic friends can&rsquo;t give each them to each other, but don&rsquo;t mixtapes tend to have a romantic connotation, at least in pop culture? Even if it isn&rsquo;t consciously romantic, I&rsquo;m really curious about what the deal with this is</p>
Answer: <p>Mixtapes would usually be given to someone close to you. It&rsquo;s a sign of intimacy, whether that is romantic or not, because it requires that you put a lot of thought and effort into making it. It&rsquo;s not only about the effort to find and record the songs you want, but also knowing which songs to put on it. It took real effort, too. You&rsquo;d either need to have the songs on individual cassettes to copy from or wait until the song came on the radio. Jonathan making one for Will was a sign of their close sibling bond. </p><p>At the very least, a mixtape from Mike to Will, or vice versa, would suggest that they&rsquo;re certainly not typical friends.</p><p>We have no clear evidence that it involves the two of them, though. Not yet, anyway.</p>
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Question: <p>Maybe Will made the mix tape for Mike in 83. If the kids are going into the Upside Down, and the Upside Down is still frozen in 83, the mix tape could be found by them and put in Max's Walkman, to break someone out of a trance. Especially romantic if Mike remembers Will giving him the mix tape in 1983, even after all these years. And knows where to look for it, what the note on it said, what the tracks on it were . . . everything.</p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s a neat idea. I hadn&rsquo;t considered it could be something retrieved from the Upside Down since it&rsquo;s stuck in the past.</p><p>It would mean it&rsquo;s something that already existed on that day in November, though. That means someone was already working on it or had already given it by then.</p><p>There&rsquo;s not really enough for us to go on with this tape, but you&rsquo;ve pointed out an entirely different angle we might need to look at it from.</p>
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Question: <p>I know people get freaked out by leaks from people who have been right before, myself included, so let&rsquo;s pretend they&rsquo;re true for a second and that mike confesses to el (apparently while she fights vecna). The same person said the cabin stuff is the final setting for the cali group + el. So after seeing the confession, most likely in the presence of will where we get his reaction, and another scene where they connect in the pizza van? It looks like will confesses to mike at the end. S5 setup?</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t really want to get into the leaks, but my understanding is that this person previously claimed that the cabin wouldn&rsquo;t be a part of the season until we suddenly knew it was. It seems like they just keep changing what they say as other people find information in order to look right.</p><p>Anyway, as for season 5 and the potential for Byler. If they do indeed have Mike give some monologue proclaiming his love for El, and then have Will confess with Mike gently letting him down, then I honestly wouldn&rsquo;t accept season 5 Byler. I&rsquo;d be right there with the Mileven fans who would, rightfully in my opinion, be accusing the Duffers of forcing it.</p><p>Up through the end of volume 2, Mike and El&rsquo;s relationship had been portrayed as bad. Right before El leaves, we&rsquo;re able to see how bad it is. El is lying left and right, and Mike can&rsquo;t even tell her he loved her. They&rsquo;re both being phony in different ways. It makes sense for them to break up.</p><p>The supposed journeys for them are that El will learn to see herself as a person, rather than some idealized superhero, and that Mike figures out who he is and who he loves, gaining the courage to say how he really feels. Both of these things seem incompatible with their relationship.</p><p>So, if the big resolution is that El figures out who she is, but still wants Mike&rsquo;s love, while Mike comes to learn he loves El and isn&rsquo;t afraid to say it (for some reason), then the matter of their relationship should be settled. Done. Case closed. Changing it next season would make their arcs this season a waste as they would actually not have grown at all.</p><p>A season 5 Byler setup is something that can happen, but not if Mike tells El he loves her, and she accepts it as genuine. Fortunately, such an outcome would be very bad writing, as they&rsquo;d give characters arcs that end up exactly where they started.</p>
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Question: <p>My biggest concern about Will getting Vecna'd is I want it to be about him. I want it to make Mike (and the others) realize how much Will means to him and how he's taken him for granted. I don't want it to be a means to an end for another relationship. My nightmare scenario is Will's near death experience leading to Mike realizing he must tell El how much she means to him. With how El-centric everything is I don't trust them to not do this to us.</p>
Answer: <p>Why would you think they&rsquo;d do that? Will nearly dying causing Mike to realize how much he loves El wouldn&rsquo;t make any sense.</p><p>We were told that Mike &ldquo;gets kicked into gear when someone that he loves is in danger.&rdquo;</p><p>Now we don&rsquo;t know if they quote refers to Will, but it would be an awfully vague way to refer to El when she&rsquo;d be the expected person anyway. We&rsquo;ve seen Mike freak out over Will being in danger before. It just, conveniently, hasn&rsquo;t really happened since El came back. If Will ends up back in a Trance, the danger, not to mention the similarity to Will&rsquo;s possession, is going to bring up feelings he hasn&rsquo;t acknowledged since 1984.</p><p>I think your fears, reasonable as they may be, are causing you to find any and all reason to doubt any good outcomes. </p>
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Question: <p>Destroying whole Hawkins in last epilogue seems plausible. The gate between worlds in that town were open and closed so many times that crossing it is really easy, because gate is weak</p>
Answer: <p>Honestly? If Hawkins is threatened with destruction, then I expect that to come at the hands of Col. Sullivan. He may just decide that the best plan is to just wipe Hawkins off the face of the Earth. It&rsquo;s not like he&rsquo;s terribly concerned about innocent casualties.</p>
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Question: <p>What interests me is why the Demogorgon repeatedly refused to eat Will. It dragged him into the Upside Down in the shed, and then somehow, he got away. It found him at Castle Byers and dragged him all the way downtown to the library, where it essentially put him on life support. He was half dead at that point, after days without food or water. Why go to all that bother? To kill him later? Will is one skinny boy, and the Demogorgon had all Mirkwood to hunt in. Will was clearly special somehow</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, it makes no sense. Even if it just wanted to use him to reproduce, why drag him somewhere else to do it? I don&rsquo;t even see how Will would be a good vessel for larvae. He was small, not to mention weak and malnourished, as you said.</p><p>This isn&rsquo;t even getting into why it continually searched for him despite getting distracted by other potential prey. There was no shortage of potential candidates who would have served as far better incubators than Will.</p>
Tags: stranger things, will byers

Post id: 686404053315600384
Date: 2022-06-07 12:45:16 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/686404053315600384
Slug: ive-read-some-people-say-that-when-mike-and-will
Reblog key: inDysMNF
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I&rsquo;ve read some people say that when Mike and Will fight at the roller rink, Will is totally focused on his relationship with Mike (using this as an excuse to hate on him) while Mike is only focused on looking for El, so Will is kind of taking time away from that. Now, if I remember correctly, isn&rsquo;t it Mike that starts the fight? It&rsquo;s him that says &ldquo;is that why you&rsquo;ve been a douche all day&rdquo; and then keeps on saying how he has sobotaged the whole day etc. to which Will obviously responds, and then Mike tries to avoid the conversation. To me it is Mike that shifts the focus from looking for El to their relationship, complaining to Will how he&rsquo;s been acting since he arrived. What do you think?</p>
Answer: <p>Mike does start it. It happens after Mike looks for El in the bathroom.</p><p>Will: Not there?</p><p>Mike: No. Should&rsquo;ve told me she was having trouble.</p><p>Will: I didn&rsquo;t know they were gonna be here.</p><p>Mike: You knew she was having trouble for a year and didn&rsquo;t tell me.</p><p>Will: I didn&rsquo;t know she was lying to you</p><p>Mike: Which is why you were a douche all day?</p><p>And that leads into the bigger argument about their relationship.</p><p>It&rsquo;s funny that Mike would get mad about Will not telling Mike about El&rsquo;s problems when it&rsquo;s clear very shortly that they&rsquo;ve barely spoken since the move. And, like you said, Mike does suddenly focus more on being mad at Will.</p><p>I think this is indicative of Mike already being upset with Will. Will hadn&rsquo;t been reaching out, either. His dig at Will over not telling him about El&rsquo;s problems seems like it&rsquo;s been an anger he&rsquo;s been holding onto. Him not knowing the truth about El is another sign to him that Will doesn&rsquo;t value their relationship. He also seems to have trouble accepting that El would lie, further building his mythical superhero idea of her.</p><p>I feel like the only explanation, other than them forcing in an argument for drama, is that Mike has been tense about Will since he got there. Seeing him apparently try to ruin the day after barely reaching out over a year finally got him to lash out. It&rsquo;s also a callback to their season 3 fight in that it&rsquo;s another fight about their relationship while Mike is focused on El. They both have feelings they&rsquo;re holding back, and they don&rsquo;t come out until they&rsquo;re already fighting about El.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you know what was the Carrie reference that Stephen King commented on season 4?</p>
Answer: <p>My best guess is that it&rsquo;s the scene where the bullies humiliate El. </p><p>Carrie got humiliated after being made the center of attention, which is what caused her to finally snap after continuous bullying. The same thing happens to El at the rink. The milkshake is also a (much less despicable) stand in for the pigs blood dumped on Carrie at the prom.</p>
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Question: <p>You know what's bugging me a lot? The way most reactors on YouTube seem to simply ignore or even cut out the (important) Byler stuff.</p><p>How do you think will their reactions look like once Byler is canon (and possibly vital to the main plot itself)? Do you think they will be like: Oh man, what did we do? We should have kept those scenes. </p><p>They're probably not gonna do that but I would love for them to admit that their opinions on what's relevant and what's not weren't the best ones at that time or something like that.</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, I can get them cutting those scenes, as annoying as it is, because they tend to stick to plot relevant stuff. These people aren&rsquo;t Stranger Things fans. They&rsquo;re just fans watching whatever is popular to have content to their channels. It&rsquo;s very likely most of them haven&rsquo;t watched the show more than once, and haven&rsquo;t really thought about it since 2019. They&rsquo;re not going to pick up on the signs of Mike and Will&rsquo;s feelings, not even accounting for heteronormativity. It&rsquo;s still annoying, though.</p><p>What really bugs me, though, is when they ask &ldquo;I wonder what&rsquo;s up with that painting?&rdquo; I see speculation that it will have a clue about defeating Vecna, but that&rsquo;s it.</p><p>Really? You really don&rsquo;t know what the painting is about? These people don&rsquo;t pay attention to little things, but, come on, he brought it to the goddamn airport and had a grin a mile wide! </p>
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Question: <p>Back in the day, we used to make mix tapes with songs that reminded you of your crush, or that you thought they might like. It was a way of sharing new music with them but also of hinting at your feelings. You were basically saying "this is how I feel about you". For specifically romantic mix tapes I mean. I would have done it later than the 80s, but yeah, it's possible Mike isn't putting Will's favourite songs on the tape, but that the tape itself is a kind of a love letter</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, I agree, but we still don&rsquo;t <i>know </i>that the mixtape is even a thing that will happen on the show. </p><p>It&rsquo;s the absolute best gift that Mike could give him, and I hope they do it. I even have an idea on how they could work it in, which I&rsquo;ll write in a separate post.</p><p>By the way, you&rsquo;re saying &ldquo;back in the day&rdquo; to a 40 year old. </p>
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Question: <p>Maybe the episode title PAPA is a misdirect and it actually isn't about Brenner but they obviously want us to think that is is. Maybe it's actually about Lonnie or Hopper or both? Or all of them? Or none of them? Hm.&#129300;</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s definitely about Brenner, but that doesn&rsquo;t mean it has to only be about him. Paternal relationships have been a repeating theme on the show. </p>
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Question: <p>I side-eye the flowers too. 1) When did Mike pick them? It's a 6am flight and we followed him the whole day before. 2) They come with a matching wrapper and gift card. Does that seem like Mike? Maybe Karen or Nancy helped him. Or maybe he bought the flowers. 3) He had weeks to plan the trip but his present just so happens to be the thing El mentioned liking in her last letter? Almost as if he needed inspiration last minute. How long did Will work on his painting? How long did El plan their day?</p>
Answer: <p>Mike is going through the motions. Just like Ted, only with somewhat more effort.</p><p>Everything about Mike, from his clothes, to his gift, to his behavior, is phony on the day he arrived.</p>
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Question: <p>i appreciate your account. you genuinely love and are hopeful for byler but at the same time are level headed when analyzing the evidence. plus you really are like if my high school counselor was cool and interested in discussing fictional gay boys. </p>
Answer: <p>Ha! Well, that might be the best compliment I&rsquo;ve ever gotten. It makes me feel like I&rsquo;m actually a part of the community, instead of some old man preaching from his soapbox (which is what I sometimes feel like I&rsquo;m seen). I&rsquo;m glad you had such an approachable school counselor, too. </p><p>It sometimes seems weird that I&rsquo;m this involved in the relationship of two fictional teen boys, but, eh, I identify with them. I think it&rsquo;s also important for young people to see adults as people, complete with interests, ideals, and a past that can be relatable. </p>
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Question: <p>Those Twitter leaks from earlier are fake. People are making stuff up to mess with Bylers because they think you guys are gullible.</p>
Answer: <p>No kidding.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not sure what&rsquo;s worse: that they&rsquo;re trolls who just have nothing better to do, or that they&rsquo;re just so threatened by Byler actually happening that they&rsquo;re attacking the community here.</p><p>Little from column A, little from column B?</p>
Tags: byler

Post id: 686355356611477505
Date: 2022-06-06 23:51:15 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/686355356611477505
Slug: could-it-be-netflix-noticed-people-not-picking-up
Reblog key: yWXUzlt2
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Could it be Netflix noticed people not picking up on all the Mike x Will context within the show, from reactions, reviews and comments and they are having to be blunt about it, even getting Noah vocal about it so people won't come out crying it came from nowhere? </p>
Answer: <p>Netflix only cares if people watch it. I highly doubt if the execs care about people being able to draw conclusions.</p><p>The Duffers, though? I don&rsquo;t know. I can see them being worried that people will accuse them of forcing it. If that&rsquo;s the case, though, they just need to do some narrative work to tie everything together. Vecna actually provides just what they need for that with his Trances.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you have a favorite season? I think mine would have to be season two since I feel like they addressed things well regarding trauma/feelings also I&rsquo;m a Will Stan &#128158;&#128158;</p>
Answer: <p>Season 2 is probably my favorite, also. It really covered a lot, while also introducing some good characters. The Mindflayer is still my favorite villain, too. It developed a lot of characters and relationships that the first season just didn&rsquo;t have time to do. I mean, come on, it gave us not only the Mike and Will dynamic, but also Steve and Dustin.</p><p>Season 4 may give it a run for its money, regardless of the Byler situation, though. The sheer jump in production quality, not to mention some <i>very</i> good acting across the board, has me hooked.</p>
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Question: <p>i'm a recent follower to your blog so sorry if this has been brought up before. but i just can't get over the scene where mike and el are having their fight and el shows him all the letters he wrote... and a lot of the letters seemed to be on ripped notebook paper?? it just contrasts so much with his thoughtfully picked flowers he gifted to el at the airport. tbh this instance was enough to really convince me that mike is putting on a show of being straight and in love (sidenote: the letter el narrates in the beginning of the season was on nice stationery with rainbows at the bottom)</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, did you actually buy his story that he hand picked those flowers in Hawkins? That doesn&rsquo;t sound like Mike to me. The way he said he picked them because yellow is her favorite color, but then said &ldquo;I&rsquo;m <b><i>now </i></b>realizing there&rsquo;s too much yellow&rdquo; so he added some blue ones. No, Mike, you supposedly picked them hours ago. It seemed to me that he was trying to justify the bouquet not being exactly what El would like. For all we know, he literally just bought them at an airport gift shop.</p><p>I did notice the rainbow stationery. They love their rainbows on this show. Rainbows everywhere. Now, is the rainbow room why they do that, or is the rainbow room just another example?</p>
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Question: <p>Regarding the grandfather clock chime throughout the series,,, while it may actually be a planned out thing, which is a total possibility and really cool if true, but I always just thought of it more as like a stinger note? Like when the tension builds and they add a sudden noise </p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, it does sound something like that.</p><p>Though, a stinger also sounds something like a grandfather clock when you think about it. The fact that they essentially are using a grandfather clock in season 4 as a stinger makes it all the more delicious.</p><p>The season 1 stuff is probably just a coincidence, though. Maybe.</p><p>Isn&rsquo;t this a wonderful game to play? There&rsquo;s literally no way to know for sure.</p>
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Question: <p>woah so, the grandfather clock chimes in s3 ep 2 when billy is being approached by the flayed people and his twin. there is also a similar chime kind of sound that plays in s1 ep 1 when will falls off his bike.</p>
Answer: <p>I went back and watched the scene where Will encounters the Demogorgon and falls off his bike. It might be a distorted grandfather clock chime, but it might be something else entirely. I&rsquo;d be thoroughly impressed if the Duffers were able to plan that far ahead, though, especially since they wouldn&rsquo;t have known they&rsquo;d get a multi-season run by then.</p><p>I haven&rsquo;t gone back to watch season 3, so I&rsquo;ll take your word for that scene. That one is recent enough that the Duffers may have known they&rsquo;d be using a clock for season 4.</p>
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Question: <p>Honestly I don't know how to feel about the "Mike's tape" idea. Good storytelling would require showing us the mixtape at least once, even in a short shot of it laying on the desk in episode 1. Chekhov's gun can't go off without us even knowing it existed in the first place. Will's birthday isn't even relevant anymore. I feel like we just made it up. Sure, it would be a big surprise, but in my opinion it makes the "plot twist" worse this way. </p><p>It's true it would be cute though.</p>
Answer: <p>I agree that it would have been better to be able to see the tape beforehand, but I wouldn&rsquo;t say it&rsquo;s required in this case. What they <i>do </i>need to do is acknowledge Will&rsquo;s birthday. If they do that, then Mike can reveal that this was meant to be a birthday gift. They&rsquo;d need a good explanation for how not a single person mentioned his birthday, though. I still don&rsquo;t know that I can buy that a series of unfortunate events just caused everyone else to be preoccupied with something else.</p>
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Question: <p>With each day byler gets more potential to either be have an amazing amount of reception and support from queer nerds for becoming canon or an ENORMOUS backlash for queerbaiting that you probably can&rsquo;t come back from. Before season 4 it was possible to have will have a crush but then move on and get another love interest, but now if they don&rsquo;t go through with byler they&rsquo;re fucked. They&rsquo;ve been putting way too much emphasis on it to get away with it being unrequited if will confesses</p>
Answer: <p>They&rsquo;ve painted themselves into a corner if the plan isn&rsquo;t to have Mike and Will get together eventually. This is far too much buildup for a heartbreak for Will, especially when they keep showing Mike and El having problems in their relationship. </p><p>It would be an exceptionally cruel &ldquo;fooled you!&rdquo; to the audience at the expense of a constantly tormented gay character.</p>
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Question: <p>I agree we don&rsquo;t know if it&rsquo;ll actually be a thing, but in one of the official pop-ups right before season 4 aired there was also a physical version of the mixtape being displayed. And since music is so important this season I will like there&rsquo;s a chance. It could just be Jonathan&rsquo;s mixtape but they look completely different, could just be a continuity error though. Someone pointed out the handwriting on mike&rsquo;s flowers to el and the mixtape are the same</p>
Answer: <p>Is that so? I don&rsquo;t think I remember seeing that one. It would definitely be interesting. I probably shouldn&rsquo;t be surprised that someone did a handwriting comparison. God knows we&rsquo;re obsessed enough around here to do something like that.</p><p>I&rsquo;d love it if Mike had made a mixtape for Will, but just never had the time/guts to give it to him. It would make me wonder how he knew what songs to put on it. It seems they&rsquo;ve barely been in contact since Will moved.</p><p>Could Mike have gotten sneaky in finding out, like asking El what he was listening to or reaching out to Jonathan?</p>
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Question: <p>Just had the saddest thought and what if Noah is so open about Byler because Will dies this season? &#129394; So he&rsquo;s so free to talk about it because he knows it&rsquo;s his last season. And the Byler hype might be to distract from theorizing about Will&rsquo;s death? &#129394;&#129394;&#129394; What are your thoughts? I hate that I thought of this</p>
Answer: <p>You really think they&rsquo;d slowly build up Will being gay and in love with Mike, only to kill him off right after the reveal? What a waste of time that would have been.</p><p>It&rsquo;s natural to feel apprehensive, but I think you need to stop and look at how the evidence suggests otherwise. You&rsquo;re basically letting your fears come up with scenarios to lower your expectations. It&rsquo;s probably a defense mechanism to mitigate any eventual disappointment, but I think there&rsquo;s something I have to say here, since I, and several others here, have also had such moments.</p><p>We&rsquo;re allowed to be excited. We&rsquo;re allowed to have expectations.</p><p>We&rsquo;re allowed to get good representation in media. </p><p>No matter what some other people would have us believe.</p>
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Question: <p>I saw someone point out that el was originally supposed to be dead for real at the end of s1 and not come back, which makes the implications for the original endgames interesting. Obviously the show is very different now and they&rsquo;ve changed lots of things like that overtime, but it&rsquo;s even more interesting when you factor in the mike/will chemistry read which the other friendships didn&rsquo;t have. Just mileven and byler</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, the Duffers did say that was the original plan, though I don&rsquo;t remember when they said that. It was probably before they knew they had a full-fledged franchise on their hands. I also don&rsquo;t know when exactly they decided to change that. The scene of Hopper leaving food in the woods did make it look like they had planned to bring her back by that point. Maybe they decided they loved the character during filming, like with how they changed Steve to have a hero moment and become a regular cast member.</p>
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Question: <p>If Byler doesn't tell Lucas and Dustin about them and Dustin just nods as if he knew all along, what was even the point if watching  Stranger Things???</p>
Answer: <p>okay listen&hellip; while your idea is great, may i present this to you instead:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="964" data-orig-width="1473"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1cc323bcac0573f67c340033eac3cb79/a6da556e34d896f7-13/s640x960/208f39174cedfb13c16365e7ff2dbdf881dd0c08.png" data-orig-height="964" data-orig-width="1473" alt="image"/></figure></div>
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Question: <p>Anyone else think it's interesting that Owens put two bodyguards on the Cali gang, but just sent one woman to Hawkins to "contain the situation", who hasn't done anything to guard El's friends there so far? I wonder if El isn't the only asset he thought would be important in the war against the Upside Down. Maybe the bodyguards weren't just there to keep the gang from contacting Hawkins - but to protect Will, specifically. Will has been a target of the UD down twice now. Owens must wonder why</p>
Answer: <p>To be fair, they were sent to contain the situation, not protect El&rsquo;s friends. I&rsquo;m more interested in why we didn&rsquo;t see much of them besides checking out Eddie&rsquo;s trailer. What have they found since then, and what are they doing about it? What happens to them when Sullivan eventually arrives?</p><p>I do wonder about the bodyguard thing. Two agents, as well trained as they are, would only last so long against a military attack. Having it be a house arrest situation does make the most sense to me. If Owens thought Sullivan would attack the house looking for El, the best thing would have been to relocate everyone. </p><p>I don&rsquo;t think Owens would have had Will tagged as a valuable asset. While he has experience with the Upside Down, we have no reason to think Sullivan is aware of him. </p><p>Now, Brenner, on the other hand. He might have had some interest in Will, but he might not have been in the know with who El was living with. I sort of wonder if we&rsquo;ll find out Will was a potential subject recruit until the incident in 1979. However, Brenner would probably have been too afraid to introduce any new kids to the experiment after the massacre.</p>
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Question: <p>I agree we don&rsquo;t know if it&rsquo;ll actually be a thing, but in one of the official pop-ups right before season 4 aired there was also a physical version of the mixtape being displayed. And since music is so important this season I will like there&rsquo;s a chance. It could just be Jonathan&rsquo;s mixtape but they look completely different, could just be a continuity error though. Someone pointed out the handwriting on mike&rsquo;s flowers to el and the mixtape are the same</p>
Answer: <p>Is that so? I don&rsquo;t think I remember seeing that one. It would definitely be interesting. I probably shouldn&rsquo;t be surprised that someone did a handwriting comparison. God knows we&rsquo;re obsessed enough around here to do something like that.</p><p>I&rsquo;d love it if Mike had made a mixtape for Will, but just never had the time/guts to give it to him. It would make me wonder how he knew what songs to put on it. It seems they&rsquo;ve barely been in contact since Will moved.</p><p>Could Mike have gotten sneaky in finding out, like asking El what he was listening to or reaching out to Jonathan?</p>
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Question: <p>I think Lucas will probably appear in Will's vision, with the white eyes Chrissy's mom and the cop had. Will will probably see all his friends expressing disgust at his homosexuality in his trance, because that's one of his greatest fears. We'll probably see the Party, at a reimagined Snow Ball. Maybe Will will imagine getting the courage to dance with Mike, but evil versions of his friends will turn on him and tell him he's ruining everything, he's a freak, he's breaking El's heart . . . &#128543;</p>
Answer: <p>I can see all of that. I imagine Will&rsquo;s nightmare to have three main parts: proving Lonnie and the bullies right, feeling like his friends don&rsquo;t really want him around, and wanting Mike more than he is allowed. So it&rsquo;s very possible to have twisted versions of the Party in there.</p><p>It&rsquo;s like Vecna told Max, &ldquo;There&rsquo;s a reason you hide from them.&rdquo;</p>
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Question: <p>did you see the new set video? it&rsquo;s lucas who gets the vecna treament ig?</p>
Answer: <p>I did not. It&rsquo;s Field Day at the school, so I&rsquo;ve been all over, only posting when I get a moment of downtime.</p><p>I wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised if a lot of them get some form of Vecna treatment, even if not a full Trance. It&rsquo;s a neat way to get into a character&rsquo;s head. I don&rsquo;t know why some people are so militant that it&rsquo;s only specific characters, as if they were part of the production team.</p><p>What happens in this video?</p>
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Question: <p>did you see the new set video? it&rsquo;s lucas who gets the vecna treament ig?</p>
Answer: <p>I did not. It&rsquo;s Field Day at the school, so I&rsquo;ve been all over, only posting when I get a moment of downtime.</p><p>I wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised if a lot of them get some form of Vecna treatment, even if not a full Trance. It&rsquo;s a neat way to get into a character&rsquo;s head. I don&rsquo;t know why some people are so militant that it&rsquo;s only specific characters, as if they were part of the production team.</p><p>What happens in this video?</p>
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Question: <p>did you see the new set video? it&rsquo;s lucas who gets the vecna treament ig?</p>
Answer: <p>I did not. It&rsquo;s Field Day at the school, so I&rsquo;ve been all over, only posting when I get a moment of downtime.</p><p>I wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised if a lot of them get some form of Vecna treatment, even if not a full Trance. It&rsquo;s a neat way to get into a character&rsquo;s head. I don&rsquo;t know why some people are so militant that it&rsquo;s only specific characters, as if they were part of the production team.</p><p>What happens in this video?</p>
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Question: <p>did you see the new set video? it&rsquo;s lucas who gets the vecna treament ig?</p>
Answer: <p>I did not. It&rsquo;s Field Day at the school, so I&rsquo;ve been all over, only posting when I get a moment of downtime.</p><p>I wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised if a lot of them get some form of Vecna treatment, even if not a full Trance. It&rsquo;s a neat way to get into a character&rsquo;s head. I don&rsquo;t know why some people are so militant that it&rsquo;s only specific characters, as if they were part of the production team.</p><p>What happens in this video?</p>
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Question: <p>did you see the new set video? it&rsquo;s lucas who gets the vecna treament ig?</p>
Answer: <p>I did not. It&rsquo;s Field Day at the school, so I&rsquo;ve been all over, only posting when I get a moment of downtime.</p><p>I wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised if a lot of them get some form of Vecna treatment, even if not a full Trance. It&rsquo;s a neat way to get into a character&rsquo;s head. I don&rsquo;t know why some people are so militant that it&rsquo;s only specific characters, as if they were part of the production team.</p><p>What happens in this video?</p>
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Question: <p>I know the painting is a huge component of the byler arc but what really interests me is that if is mike who gives him the mixtape (which the signs point to) then we have both of them giving each other gifts this season</p>
Answer: <p>To be fair, we don&rsquo;t even know that the mixtape is a real thing. It&rsquo;s all conjecture based off of some stickers or something posted to one of the Netflix channels, I think. For all we know, it&rsquo;s just a weird reference to the mixtape Jonathan gave Will at the hospital. It just really fits as a gift for Will&rsquo;s birthday since it said For Will, so we all ran with it.</p>
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Question: <p>did you see the new set video? it&rsquo;s lucas who gets the vecna treament ig?</p>
Answer: <p>I did not. It&rsquo;s Field Day at the school, so I&rsquo;ve been all over, only posting when I get a moment of downtime.</p><p>I wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised if a lot of them get some form of Vecna treatment, even if not a full Trance. It&rsquo;s a neat way to get into a character&rsquo;s head. I don&rsquo;t know why some people are so militant that it&rsquo;s only specific characters, as if they were part of the production team.</p><p>What happens in this video?</p>
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Question: <p>All this hype around Byler, Noah saying it&rsquo;s building up, it just clashes a lot with the leak we got of Mike saying he loves El in his monologue. I&rsquo;m a little bit lost. They shouldn&rsquo;t hype it up so much if it was only to be unrequited, but on the other hand that leaker hasn&rsquo;t really been wrong before and Finn&rsquo;s interview does confirm Mike will say i love you to someone. So, what do you think we should expect? Do you see Mike&rsquo;s monologue telling El he loves her (romantically) and Will being let down gently? Or maybe Mike telling El he loves her because he feels he has to or something like that, like he doesn&rsquo;t really mean it? I&rsquo;m not sure Mike would tell El he loves her just to clarify &ldquo;not like that&rdquo; but that&rsquo;s just my opinion. At the end of the season I was pretty much sure Mike wouldn&rsquo;t reciprocate Will&rsquo;s feelings, but after all these comments I really don&rsquo;t know what to think.</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, there was never anything to substantiate that leak, as far as I&rsquo;m aware. </p><p>Besides, it&rsquo;s not like Mike wouldn&rsquo;t try to say it if he thought El wanted to hear it. He might even still be figuring it all out himself.</p><p>Seriously, they wouldn&rsquo;t have Mike be unable to say it to her, then have Will talk about it being scary to tell people you care about how you really feel in case they don&rsquo;t like the truth, if he was just going to go &ldquo;lol, sorry, I do love you, I was just nervous.&rdquo; There&rsquo;s something more to it than that.</p>
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Question: <p>Wasn't it spoiled that they have to find El via computer with Suzie's help? It was spoiled they they need a computer genius to find her or something. I was wondering that IF he does tell El he loves her (makes no sense but whatever) he tells her through the computer or something? I guess that can sorta be described as a box. I hope not though loll </p>
Answer: <p>We already saw all of that, though. Suzie tracked El&rsquo;s location by tracing the IP of the computer Unknown Hero Agent Guy led them to. Now it&rsquo;s just a matter of them getting there before the military does, which almost certainly doesn&rsquo;t happen.</p><p>The box thing is weird. The only thing I can think of is something like an intercom, but the interview made it sound like the box was special effects, meaning it would be changed out for something else in post. With so many effects being practical, it&rsquo;s hard to figure out. I would think he might say it to someone in a trance, but those are practical effects with wires and harnesses.</p>
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Question: <p>Yeah I do wonder if it annoys him tho I don't really get that vibe from him, he always seems so excited lol I can never tell. Like when he said byler are being built up, no one asked about Byler, he brought it up all on his own. </p>
Answer: <p>He does seem to enjoy it to some extent. He&rsquo;s certainly been taking advantage of it on social media, lately. That&rsquo;s enough to tell me that he at least thinks it&rsquo;s a satisfying storyline. </p>
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Question: <p>Oh my god, Byler and Will being important again confirmed? &#128104;&zwj;&#10084;&#65039;&zwj;&#128104;&#129497;&#127995;&zwj;&#9794;&#65039;&#129321;</p>
Answer: <p>I know, right? We&rsquo;re either going to be very happy or absolutely devastated.</p>
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Question: <p>Wasn't it spoiled that they have to find El via computer with Suzie's help? It was spoiled they they need a computer genius to find her or something. I was wondering that IF he does tell El he loves her (makes no sense but whatever) he tells her through the computer or something? I guess that can sorta be described as a box. I hope not though loll </p>
Answer: <p>We already saw all of that, though. Suzie tracked El&rsquo;s location by tracing the IP of the computer Unknown Hero Agent Guy led them to. Now it&rsquo;s just a matter of them getting there before the military does, which almost certainly doesn&rsquo;t happen.</p><p>The box thing is weird. The only thing I can think of is something like an intercom, but the interview made it sound like the box was special effects, meaning it would be changed out for something else in post. With so many effects being practical, it&rsquo;s hard to figure out. I would think he might say it to someone in a trance, but those are practical effects with wires and harnesses.</p>
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Question: <p>Re: Noah&rsquo;s comicon interview (see the byler tag for all the info/everyone losing it), how are you feeling? :) Both in regards to his comments on Byler and his apparent comment (I have not seen this yet) that we will find out why Will was the first one taken (which implies that he will stop getting sidelined at some point soon)?</p>
Answer: <p>This is the first I&rsquo;m hearing about learning why Will was taken first. I&rsquo;d really like to get some confirmation on that. Where did you hear about that?</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, byler

Post id: 686300484672323584
Date: 2022-06-06 09:19:05 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/686300484672323584
Slug: wasnt-it-spoiled-that-they-have-to-find-el-via
Reblog key: 6DTBSsNE
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Wasn't it spoiled that they have to find El via computer with Suzie's help? It was spoiled they they need a computer genius to find her or something. I was wondering that IF he does tell El he loves her (makes no sense but whatever) he tells her through the computer or something? I guess that can sorta be described as a box. I hope not though loll </p>
Answer: <p>We already saw all of that, though. Suzie tracked El&rsquo;s location by tracing the IP of the computer Unknown Hero Agent Guy led them to. Now it&rsquo;s just a matter of them getting there before the military does, which almost certainly doesn&rsquo;t happen.</p><p>The box thing is weird. The only thing I can think of is something like an intercom, but the interview made it sound like the box was special effects, meaning it would be changed out for something else in post. With so many effects being practical, it&rsquo;s hard to figure out. I would think he might say it to someone in a trance, but those are practical effects with wires and harnesses.</p>
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Question: <p>It's interesting to me that Mike didn't tell Will exactly what the argument with El was about. </p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, especially since this is Will. Mike never had to worry about Will judging him before. Will was upset with him, yeah, but Mike still felt comfortable enough telling him they had a fight in the first place. He even tells him it&rsquo;s because he couldn&rsquo;t say something, but he&rsquo;s so clearly avoiding saying it even in conversation that it&rsquo;s just odd. He just refers to is as &ldquo;saying&hellip;that thing&rdquo; or something along those lines.</p><p>Mike can&rsquo;t say it.</p><p>Mike can&rsquo;t write it.</p><p>Mike can&rsquo;t refer to it in conversation with a third party.</p><p>Yeah, so I&rsquo;ll be very confused if Mike suddenly concludes that he&rsquo;s genuinely madly in love with her and becomes able to say it.</p>
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Question: <p>Okay but Noah literally saying that byler is at its peak and they're building it up and literally saying 'so definitley ship that'... Idk what to think like </p>
Answer: <p>I mean, he&rsquo;s going to piss a lot of people off if it&rsquo;s unrequited, but he still could technically be just referring to Will&rsquo;s side of it. It could be like &ldquo;yeah, you&rsquo;re not wrong to ship it because it&rsquo;s definitely intentional.&rsquo; I hope he knows what he&rsquo;s doing.</p><p>It sounds like this is all anyone is asking him about. I wonder how that makes him feel? Personally, I&rsquo;d probably get annoyed if my character seemed so unimportant that all anyone asked me about was a ship.</p>
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Question: <p>I'm not worried about the video. I don't sense tension as much as apprehension. Mike is nervous and not sure what Will is saying yet, and Will is making himself small - his posture implies shame or fear, but not in a big way. I think this is probably not a coming out scene, but something like a "I've been sensing the mind flayer" or "why didn't you tell us you were having Vecna headaches" scene. Reminds me of the start of the crazy together scene. More worry than tension</p>
Answer: <p>The new photos with added brightness make it look more like Mike is concerned. Now it reads like he knows something is wrong with Will, and he&rsquo;s going into &ldquo;Will is in trouble&rdquo; mode.</p><p>Regardless of what Will is saying, it looks like we&rsquo;re getting season 2 Mike back.</p>
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Question: <p>I'm not worried about the video. I don't sense tension as much as apprehension. Mike is nervous and not sure what Will is saying yet, and Will is making himself small - his posture implies shame or fear, but not in a big way. I think this is probably not a coming out scene, but something like a "I've been sensing the mind flayer" or "why didn't you tell us you were having Vecna headaches" scene. Reminds me of the start of the crazy together scene. More worry than tension</p>
Answer: <p>The new photos with added brightness make it look more like Mike is concerned. Now it reads like he knows something is wrong with Will, and he&rsquo;s going into &ldquo;Will is in trouble&rdquo; mode.</p><p>Regardless of what Will is saying, it looks like we&rsquo;re getting season 2 Mike back.</p>
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Question: <p>I'm not worried about the video. I don't sense tension as much as apprehension. Mike is nervous and not sure what Will is saying yet, and Will is making himself small - his posture implies shame or fear, but not in a big way. I think this is probably not a coming out scene, but something like a "I've been sensing the mind flayer" or "why didn't you tell us you were having Vecna headaches" scene. Reminds me of the start of the crazy together scene. More worry than tension</p>
Answer: <p>The new photos with added brightness make it look more like Mike is concerned. Now it reads like he knows something is wrong with Will, and he&rsquo;s going into &ldquo;Will is in trouble&rdquo; mode.</p><p>Regardless of what Will is saying, it looks like we&rsquo;re getting season 2 Mike back.</p>
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Question: <p>Which song would save you from Mr Vecna?</p>
Answer: <p>If it&rsquo;s indeed simply one&rsquo;s favorite song, it would be Take On Me by a-ha.</p>
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Question: <p>So around minute 2 of this video https://youtu.be/cRCoia7ps5s they&rsquo;re talking about the special effects and how Finn had to say &ldquo;I love you&rdquo; to a box (?) &hellip; comments? Sounds like a confirmation he is indeed going to say I love you to, well, El I presume</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, it was sort of foreshadowed all season that Mike would eventually say &ldquo;I love you&rdquo; to someone. I don&rsquo;t know why you presume it&rsquo;s El, though. It might be, but, if he means it in a romantic way, then they&rsquo;d just be setting back both him and El. </p><p>I don&rsquo;t know what Mike could be doing with the &ldquo;I love you box,&rdquo; but it would be weird if Mike said something like that in a way that he wouldn&rsquo;t be face to face with who he was saying it to. I&rsquo;d imagine a scene like that to have Mike and whoever it is in the frame together. Maybe it was some weird reshoot to redub a scene that was already filmed? Maybe Mike actually wasn&rsquo;t face to face with who he was talking to, but he had to pretend to be. That would make sense considering they were trying to think of a time they weren&rsquo;t dealing with practical effects.</p><p>This could be something to think back on once we find out.</p>
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Question: <p>making the traumatized gay boy in the 80&rsquo;s have unrequited feelings for his straight best friend is so unnecessarily cruel i&rsquo;d rather byler be queerbait</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m inclined to agree. With how utterly shitty Will&rsquo;s life has been, having him get rejected by Mike is just one more thing. Even if Mike lets him down gently, it would do more to make Mike look good than it would to advance Will&rsquo;s character arc.</p><p>This is just a storyline they shouldn&rsquo;t be doing if they don&rsquo;t plan for Will to be happy. </p>
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Question: <p>Being Byler in June 22 is more of a sub concern these days. </p><p>You wanna know the real struggle? Wanting a hard copy Stranger Things poster in June 22.</p><p>Jesus, this would have been way easier in the 90s and early 2000s.&#128555;</p>
Answer: <p>Can you not buy posters anywhere, anymore? Is this because I would always look through the posters at the mall, but never buy any?</p><p>Sorry, guys, I killed the poster market.</p>
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Question: <p>Ooh that would be a good idea actually&hellip;Will getting tranced in the middle of a confession.. Mike becoming frantic and confused wondering why Will has suddenly stopped talking, seeing his eyes roll back into his head and immediately going into protective Mike mode.. *chefs kiss* </p>
Answer: <p>Thank you. I do really think that could be a possibility, especially since they&rsquo;ve established that Vecna can seamlessly bring someone into a trance.</p><p>It would allow the show to address Will&rsquo;s feelings and also bring him back into the actual plot. It would even fit into Mike&rsquo;s story, too, because he&rsquo;d probably be flashing back to when he found Will in a trance outside of the school in season 2. He&rsquo;d probably think it was happening all over again.</p>
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Question: <p>what are your thoughts on mike's monologue being about eleven? I have seen some twitter accounts claiming that the monologue is confirmed to be about mike telling el he loves her and I don't know what to think anymore </p>
Answer: <p>Him going through a big monologue about how much he loves El would be a major step back for both of them. It will come after El has regained her powers, making it indeed look like that&rsquo;s what Mike is interested in. El being ok with that will also make her look so insecure that she&rsquo;ll take any reason for him saying he loves her. She should be leaving the Lab with newfound resolve and a better sense of who she is.</p><p>If the monologue is El related then either El needs to shut Mike down afterwards and call him out on his BS, or it needs to be a monologue about how he loves her, but not romantically.</p>
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Question: <p>he beams of sunlight shining through definitely give off hopeful/happy vibes but on the other hand, from only a two second video it's clear that you could literally cut through the tension with a knife. So I don't know what to think. I'm trying to stay calm and natural about it all since it's been a very tumultuous few days. Thoughts/predictions on what's happening?</p><p>Side note- this doesn't seem to be set in Hopper's cabin, but it does seem to be a Vol2 scene (rather than a deleted/reworked Vol1 scene). As far as I'm aware, his cabin had tall green and wood-plank walls, brown wood-plank floors, and rather drab furniture. It never had grey floors, orange cushions, nor a cream-painted or stucco half-wall with a stripe of orange on top. However, I don't believe the Lenora house had any of those elements on the interior (as far as we've seen), so I think it's safe to say that it's a Vol2 scene. Probably set in a desert/southwestern motel. Thoughts?</p>
Answer: <p>We can&rsquo;t really get a good enough look at their surroundings to know where they are. The messy state of the room does support it being Hopper&rsquo;s cabin, though. Keep in mind that it was thoroughly wrecked by the monster last season, and it&rsquo;s probably been unoccupied for nearly a year. That couch they&rsquo;re sitting on isn&rsquo;t anything I recognize. It looks like a two-seater, but it doesn&rsquo;t even appear to have any arms.</p><p>As for how they handle this scene, I think it could go any number of ways, really. It very much depends on when and where it takes place, too. If it doesn&rsquo;t go well, then I fully expect it to lead into Will&rsquo;s trance, if the scene isn&rsquo;t already partially the trance itself. If Mike were to brutally reject Will, then I expect them to suddenly cut to another Mike frantically shaking another Will while calling his name. In any other bad outcome, it would probably leave Will vulnerable to a trance later on. </p>
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Question: <p>Hey! So I was the one who found the bts video. My TV provider has an extras tab for the show and that&rsquo;s where the video came from, it&rsquo;s not a leak from set or anything. I assumed it was something already known considering it says it&rsquo;s an official video from Netflix. May just be an exclusive from my provider though. </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;d seriously question how a TV provider got access to that, and why some exclusive footage was only 1 second long.</p>
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Question: <p>i wonder if there&rsquo;s a possibility that will is telling mike the painting is for him in that scene? either he brings it up himself or maybe they&rsquo;re just small talking and mike is like &ldquo;so that painting you brought with you who&rsquo;s it for eleven told me she thought it was for a girl&rdquo; and maybe he&rsquo;s not trying to come out or confess but he&rsquo;s just going to give the painting to mike as a platonic thing? but mike out of nowhere jumps to the romantic conclusion and starts being mean and that leads to realizing vecna got to him and it&rsquo;s not actually mike</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, it&rsquo;s possible, but the painting isn&rsquo;t even visible in the scene. You&rsquo;d think if that&rsquo;s what they were planning then Will would have the painting with him.</p><p>I can see Will not planning for the painting to be a romantic confession, at least not one he expects a response to. However, that seems to clash with Will talking about being scared to tell someone how he really feels. I don&rsquo;t see them having Will say that if he wasn&rsquo;t going to come clean about his feelings.</p>
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Question: <p>having will start to come out and shock the audience by having mike react very bad to then realizing it&rsquo;s vecna and they cut to mike trying to wake will up honestly sadly sounds like something very plausible. on one hand i&rsquo;m glad this means will actually gets screentime and something to do in the story instead of being sidelined or the other end this is probably just going to end in him not wanting to say it even more. but i can see a scenario where we the audience get confirmed he likes like/is gay but the characters don&rsquo;t get informed until probably s5? idk </p>
Answer: <p>With Will having basically admitted that he&rsquo;s afraid to tell Mike how he really feels in episode 5, I can see only two possibilities for a confession:</p><ul><li>Will feels like his relationship with Mike has reached a point where he thinks it <i>might </i>go well. He&rsquo;s just going to throw it out there and hope for the best.</li><li>Will thinks there&rsquo;s a very good chance that he&rsquo;s going to die, and he doesn&rsquo;t want to take this secret to his grave.</li></ul><p>When we consider how Vecna operates, by exploiting his victims&rsquo; greatest fears and traumas, then this would be the perfect time for him to strike. Will would be at his most vulnerable, regardless of the scenario. All he has to do is craft a bad outcome for him, and Will&rsquo;s resolve would collapse. Even if Will figured out what was going on, Vecna would have him ensnared before he could do anything about it.</p><p>Honestly, if this ends up just being an irrelevant scene where Will confesses and Mike freaks out, then the Duffers will have failed. It would be serving no purpose other than to crush Will. A scene like this after Will has already been tranced would be downright depressing, as Will would have overcome a nightmare, only to fall into it for real. Maybe it could be something that weakens him to set him up for a trance later, but that&rsquo;s as far as I&rsquo;m willing to accept.</p><p>To me, the worst thing that could happen, aside from a legit hurtful rejection, would be for Vecna to interrupt Will&rsquo;s confession with a trance, leading to Will losing his nerve and backing down from confessing for real. Vecna would still have done his damage, leaving Will in a bad place anyway.</p>
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Question: <p>With the clip, we're also seeing a different angle than the camera. The camera is close and in front of them and based on that and mic placement we're probably getting a tighter shot than what we currently see. The only thing worrying me is Mike's body language and all the tension in 1 second. I do think this is from an actual scene because of the microphone. The boom op wouldn't be recording unless they were shooting. (sometimes they do, but it's usually on their own and unrelated to the shot.)</p>
Answer: <p>yeah, I noticed all of that, and came to a similar conclusion after a closer look. You&rsquo;re right that we don&rsquo;t know exactly what this would look like from the proper angle.</p><p>As for Mike&rsquo;s tension, well, Will is tense, himself, so that could explain it. Depending on how far into the conversation this is, Mike may have no idea what&rsquo;s coming, but he&rsquo;s expecting it to be bad based on Will&rsquo;s own body language. I just can&rsquo;t see Mike reacting badly unless it&rsquo;s part of a trance. </p><p>Someone has a lot of balls to take what appears to be a phone video of an active take.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, byler

Post id: 686245037673201664
Date: 2022-06-05 18:37:47 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/686245037673201664
Slug: he-beams-of-sunlight-shining-through-definitely
Reblog key: FR3ZtWUR
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>he beams of sunlight shining through definitely give off hopeful/happy vibes but on the other hand, from only a two second video it's clear that you could literally cut through the tension with a knife. So I don't know what to think. I'm trying to stay calm and natural about it all since it's been a very tumultuous few days. Thoughts/predictions on what's happening?</p><p>Side note- this doesn't seem to be set in Hopper's cabin, but it does seem to be a Vol2 scene (rather than a deleted/reworked Vol1 scene). As far as I'm aware, his cabin had tall green and wood-plank walls, brown wood-plank floors, and rather drab furniture. It never had grey floors, orange cushions, nor a cream-painted or stucco half-wall with a stripe of orange on top. However, I don't believe the Lenora house had any of those elements on the interior (as far as we've seen), so I think it's safe to say that it's a Vol2 scene. Probably set in a desert/southwestern motel. Thoughts?</p>
Answer: <p>We can&rsquo;t really get a good enough look at their surroundings to know where they are. The messy state of the room does support it being Hopper&rsquo;s cabin, though. Keep in mind that it was thoroughly wrecked by the monster last season, and it&rsquo;s probably been unoccupied for nearly a year. That couch they&rsquo;re sitting on isn&rsquo;t anything I recognize. It looks like a two-seater, but it doesn&rsquo;t even appear to have any arms.</p><p>As for how they handle this scene, I think it could go any number of ways, really. It very much depends on when and where it takes place, too. If it doesn&rsquo;t go well, then I fully expect it to lead into Will&rsquo;s trance, if the scene isn&rsquo;t already partially the trance itself. If Mike were to brutally reject Will, then I expect them to suddenly cut to another Mike frantically shaking another Will while calling his name. In any other bad outcome, it would probably leave Will vulnerable to a trance later on. </p>
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Question: <p>Is Mike looking down at Will&rsquo;s lips in that clip? Or his hands/lap/somewhere else. I can&rsquo;t really tell. </p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s impossible to tell. I don&rsquo;t see it as just him looking away considering it doesn&rsquo;t look like Will is looking directly at him in the first place. It&rsquo;s a 1-second clip, though, so there&rsquo;s really nothing to go on. We don&rsquo;t even know what Will is saying that that exact moment.</p>
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Question: <p>It's the fact that it looks like Mike is panicking to me that's super fucking stressful....god I really do not know if I have the stomach to sit through a painfully one sided confession where the recipient freaks out.....even if this is a vecna trance or Mike just panics for a few seconds before responding......</p>
Answer: <p>Mike freaking out would be very difficult for his character to come back from, unless it&rsquo;s part of a trance. At worst, he&rsquo;ll let him down gently, perhaps while looking uncomfortable. Well, unless it&rsquo;s a trance, then, well, it might be very hard to watch.</p><p>I have a feeling this scene is going to be tense as hell, regardless of how it plays out, though.</p>
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Question: <p>To your point about how it would be a "nice touch if it was El who told Mike that he doesn't love her." There was a tweet (?) i can't find right now unfortunately that said that a potential mileven break up scene could consist of mike in ep 8 going on a whole misguided spiel where he tells el everything that he knows she wants to hear ("i love you," "i want to be with you") but then el simply responds sadly with the line "friends don't lie." I think doing it in that way would be a fantastic opportunity for the writers to give el a moment of personal clarity and self-agency that could be the start of an arc for s5 AND also would help knock some sense in mike about how he merely is attracted to the idea of el (and not her as a fully realized human being). This would set the perfect stage for mike's tearful realization in ep 9 about his affection/love for will. </p>
Answer: <p>I could go along with that as long as it&rsquo;s clear that Mike is just saying what he thinks she needs to hear. I think both characters would come away from that better off than before. I think it would be a great usage of &ldquo;friends don&rsquo;t lie.&rdquo; I&rsquo;ve been hoping for that for a while, which is why I titled my big gay Mike conceptualization &ldquo;Why do you lie?&rdquo;</p><p>I don&rsquo;t just believe random tweets, but this could be a good means of properly resolving their relationship without anyone looking bad or being devastated. It could even be a bridge into dealing with Will&rsquo;s feelings if he overhears part of it and misunderstands what&rsquo;s going on. That could end up tying into Will&rsquo;s trance.</p>
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Question: <p>Saw your comment on the "friend, best friend, cool" scene and since i agree with a lot of what you just said i wanted to know if you also think he felt like he really did reach/touch Will there hence the big smile in the end?</p>
Answer: <p>He does, but he doesn&rsquo;t <i>fully </i>see what&rsquo;s happening.</p><p>These boys love their coded conversations. They get each other so well, but are still frightened enough to not trust themselves to see the full meaning of each other&rsquo;s words.</p><p>&ldquo;If we&rsquo;re both going crazy, we&rsquo;ll go crazy together.&rdquo; &ldquo;Yeah, crazy together.&rdquo;</p><p>&ldquo;What if you want to find another party?&rdquo; &ldquo;Not possible.&rdquo;</p><p>&ldquo;Cool.&rdquo; &ldquo;Cool.&rdquo; (I swear, this is the most obvious, yet still ambiguous, &ldquo;I love you&rdquo; &ldquo;I love you, too&rdquo; moment ever).</p><p>Mike and Will both know what <i>they </i>mean in these conversations, but they don&rsquo;t think the other means their side of it the same way. Mike knows he reached Will with this, but he thinks it&rsquo;s just that Will now knows Mike still wants him in his life. To be fair, Mike still may be working out his own side of things, but I&rsquo;m pretty sure Mike is aware that he sees Will as something more than a friend at this point, even if he&rsquo;s not entirely sure what it means. </p><p>Either way, he&rsquo;s clueless as to Will liking him back, so he&rsquo;s not picking up on the full meaning of Will&rsquo;s words. The same is true for Will.</p>
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Question: <p>If Mike denies Will and goes rushing back to El because she looks more like her season 1 self then I'm gonna be so done with the show. I mean it is the 80's and all but if he finally manages to tell El he loves her I hope she is smart enough to see through it and realizes Mike only loves Eleven the superhero and not Eleven the girl.</p>
Answer: <p>I think it could be a nice touch if it was El who told Mike that he doesn&rsquo;t love her.</p><p>Still, it would be a big setback in Mike&rsquo;s season arc if he suddenly found himself back in his season 1 mindset. Will gave him that whole speech about being afraid to tell people how you really feel, and it seemed to click with him. If that just ended up being about Mike not being able to tell her he loves her despite his protests that he does, then what was the point?</p><p>It would be doubly bad for El&rsquo;s development if she fell for it, for that matter. El went off to become a superhero again, and she used that terminology because that&rsquo;s how Mike described her. Brenner may not be her favorite person, but I would hope she picked up the wisdom in his words. She&rsquo;s not a superhero (or a monster, for that matter). She&rsquo;s a person, and she needs someone who sees her that way.</p>
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Question: <p>hey, so i&rsquo;ve seen a post bring this up and a friend of mine ask me about this and i was just wondering - do you think there could be any connection between henry/001/vecna loving spiders (which is a seemingly random detail they kept bringing up during the reveal of henry/001 being vecna and honestly the spiders were a recurring theme throughout the season) and the mindflayer being shaped like a spider? </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m sorry, I can&rsquo;t really think too hard about the spider thing without getting too creeped out. I have pretty nasty arachnophobia, so I had to look away from my TV for those scenes.</p><p>At the very least, Vecna does like to entrap his victims before going in for the kill. He literally wraps them up like they were trapped in a web. </p><p>I&rsquo;m also reminded of the poem The Spider and the Fly. The spider used his charm to hide his malicious intent, which is similar to how Peter operated in the Lab. </p><p>I also wonder if there&rsquo;s a connection to Will being cocooned in season 1. There is something of a similarity between that and what Vecna&rsquo;s victims looked like in the mindscape.</p>
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Question: <p>Not to mention that El will be coming back looking more similar to the El that he originally 'fell for' </p>
Answer: <p>I really want to see how they address Mike seeing her looking more like her season 1 version again.</p>
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Question: <p>Something has been bugging me for a few days... it's the fact that the upside down is stuck in time, in the day Will entered it. If time stopped, did Will age those days? Or is he now 7 days younger?</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t think Will was frozen in time. In fact, I don&rsquo;t even know that the Upside Down was frozen in time until now. The question should be why is it now frozen at that particular date.</p><p>I&rsquo;m really thinking there&rsquo;s a reason Back to the Future was prominently featured last season. I just don&rsquo;t fully understand the connection.</p>
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Question: <p>Yeah, "scary to open up" line implies that Will thought about coming out, but is hesitant, like he said that people wouldn't like the truth</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s definitely the closest we&rsquo;ve gotten to an acknowledgement so far this season. Will has something he wants to say, but he&rsquo;s too scared someone he cares the most about (Mike) won&rsquo;t like it.</p><p>Come on, Mike. Take a second and think about why Will was so ready with that specific answer. He was trying to help you, but it&rsquo;s clearly something he&rsquo;s already thought about.</p>
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Question: <p>Why do you think there's such a drastic different in El's style from season 3 to season 4? </p>
Answer: <p>She&rsquo;s been living with the Byers, so her style is now more in line with theirs. I hope she just discovered that she likes it. I&rsquo;d hate if she was just mimicking them like she has others in the past. We don&rsquo;t really have any clear reason to think that she&rsquo;s continued to &ldquo;try things on&rdquo; as Max suggested to her in season 3. I wonder if they&rsquo;ll circle back to that.</p>
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Question: <p>Ok so far we know that Vecna has seen that his victims can be saved with music, Max and then Nancy when she&rsquo;ll be rescued. I&rsquo;m thinking that Vecna will learn from his mistakes and how they went on to live and make it incredibly difficult to save Will if he gets cursed. Will survived twice, in the UD and under the MF control, It would make sense that Vecna is incredibly angry that he has. This is where I&rsquo;m hoping that fill in the blank speech may come in, if it is from Mike to Will, especially if it&rsquo;s the mixtape that we&rsquo;ve theorised could save him they have arguably the strongest connection in the show.</p><p>As an anchor between worlds (from his role in season 2) I think Will be the most difficult to save, not just because of his trauma. He figured oh my that music kept the bad away during season 1 so there may be more of his time in the UD left to explore. I really hope they will go into detail and explore more of him as a person too. I sort of want to see him face Vecna and be a badass while doing so. With everything he&rsquo;s been through it&rsquo;s remarkable that Will has remained as a kind, gentle and most importantly selfless character. </p>
Answer: <p>I do think Vecna will have to adjust his strategy. He never really had to before, but I don&rsquo;t think he&rsquo;s so arrogant as to not acknowledge that these kids aren&rsquo;t his typical victims. I have no idea as to how he&rsquo;ll make things harder to escape, but I think he will.</p><p>In Will&rsquo;s case, he&rsquo;s been hiding his pain for so long that I think it will already be harder to save him. Vecna has so much to exploit there. And, yeah, you&rsquo;re right, Will has escaped both the Upside Down and the Mindflayer. If Vecna was aware of things back then, he may take extra care with Will. At the same time, though, he might feel a bit arrogant at succeeding where his predecessors failed, which may leave an opening. He might toy with Will, which is in accordance with his Freddy Krueger inspiration, a bit too much.</p><p>I&rsquo;m all over the place in regards to how they will save Will. I feel like Mike has to be the key component, as he is the one Will has the greatest emotional attachment to. I just don&rsquo;t know how they&rsquo;d go about it. I feel like they have to make it more complicated than &ldquo;put favorite song in Walkman,&rdquo; otherwise these trances will get a bit predictable. That&rsquo;s probably the only thing that makes me slightly doubt Will gets tranced. It just feels like too perfect a moment to not take advantage of, though. Will would be the perfect target for multiple reasons.</p><p>I also want to see Will face off with Vecna. I think a key part of defeating his trances is the potential victim fighting. The music gave Max a way out, but she still had to fight to get there. It&rsquo;s a better mental health message when Vecna&rsquo;s victims take strength from their loved ones and fight and claw their way back out from the nightmare. This is why I also don&rsquo;t want El to just go into Max&rsquo;s mind and rescue her. Let her give Max the means to fight back, but let Max do it.</p>
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Question: <p>If it's pretty much confirmed that Will has crush on Mike, how do you imagine reveal of it could go?</p>
Answer: <p>From a storytelling perspective, I think the actual reveal will occur in Will&rsquo;s trance. Vecna will torment him with it. He&rsquo;ll get on him for hiding it, for wishing Mike and El would break up, for being everything his dad and the bullies always said he was. There&rsquo;s so many angles for Vecna to take here that they honestly wouldn&rsquo;t even need to use any labels, and maybe that&rsquo;s what they meant in that interview.</p><p>As for in-universe, I&rsquo;m less sure. I mean, there has to be a very emotional scene where Mike sees the painting. Even Mike couldn&rsquo;t be so oblivious as to not realize what it means. I think they&rsquo;ll have another one of their coded conversations, only, this time, there won&rsquo;t be any doubt as to what each other means. </p><p>&ldquo;Let&rsquo;s start a new party: you and me.&rdquo;</p>
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Question: <p>My theory is that as soon as Will gets to Hawkins he'll have a bigger story related role. In each season, even s3, he's been connected to something that's happened and I think this all stems from him disappearing in season 1, and also bc he lived in Hawkins and that's where all the shit went down. </p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s what I&rsquo;m hoping. If we don&rsquo;t get a shot of Vecna&rsquo;s head suddenly shooting up to attention as the Pizza Party passes the Welcome to Hawkins sign, I&rsquo;ll consider it a missed opportunity.</p><p>It wouldn&rsquo;t even be obvious why, either. Most fans would just assume he senses El.</p>
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Question: <p>If Stranger Things was set in present time and the core four were youtubers what do you think each of them would make videos about?</p>
Answer: <p>Mike: Video game livestreams </p><p>Will: Bob Ross style art shows</p><p>Lucas: Reaction videos</p><p>Dustin: Mythbusters clone</p><p>Bonus: the Party livestreams their D&amp;D campaigns</p>
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Question: <p>Honestly at this point if Will becomes a vessel for Vecna and turns evil on everyone I won't even be upset. Like if he becomes s5's villain I'll be cheering him on saying "you go boo! Show em what you're made of!" At least maybe then he could become a badass.</p>
Answer: <p>Honestly, that would seem too much like a repeat of season 2 to me. They do like to repeat story elements on this show, though.</p><p>At least let Will have a taste of happiness before doing that. Still, I&rsquo;d rather he be the hero for once.</p>
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Question: <p>Eleven already thinks that Mike doesn&rsquo;t love her without her powers so if he actually does tell her he loves her (while her powers are back and her head is shaven like when they first met) I don&rsquo;t really see how that&rsquo;s a good thing for them, it&rsquo;d almost be proving Eleven right&hellip;unless he classifies that he loves her regardless etc.</p>
Answer: <p>That is a good point. They already did set up Mike seeing her as a superhero, and that is what El said she was setting out to do in her note to Mike. I hadn&rsquo;t thought about it that way, but if she came back with powers, and that was when he said he loved her, then it would seem like it was just the powers he loved (even if that wasn&rsquo;t actually the case). </p><p>Clearly it&rsquo;s more complex than that, but something like this wouldn&rsquo;t actually address any of their issues. I already saw their relationship as analogous to Karen and Ted&rsquo;s, and this season has only made it more obvious. </p><p>Honestly, the best outcome is that they do what they should have done from the start and learn to be friends. I still feel like they never really learned about each other.</p>
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Question: <p>I thought Will was sidelined in s3, but watching that back, I realize that he had much more of a role than he has done in s4 vol 1, even tho it was smaller than his role in s2. Like him realizing the mind flayer was back was a huge reason why the kids were able to fight back against everything, he kickstarted the plot for them. And also, I felt like they gave Noah better material for his acting  - he did quite an awesome job in the castle byers scene, I felt. Do you think the mind flayer will ever come back?</p>
Answer: <p>You&rsquo;re right.</p><p>Will as a character was thrust into the background in season 3. That was basically his arc, slowly getting angry that his friends didn&rsquo;t give him the time of day. He still did have a story related role, even if it was greatly reduced since season 2. The Castle Byers scene was indeed great acting.</p><p>We haven&rsquo;t yet seen anything close to that this season. Granted there&rsquo;s two episodes left, but they&rsquo;d need to give him a hell of a late season arc to make up for Volume 1. I&rsquo;d say he had more in one episode of season 3 than he&rsquo;s had in all of volume 1.</p><p>I&rsquo;m sure he&rsquo;ll get more in volume 2. I&rsquo;m just not sure it will be enough.</p>
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Question: <p>I know you don't wanna get your hopes up but are there times where you actually feel positive about Will being important and having powers? And what is your opinion on the people and theorists that seem to always be positive and convinced? Do you think they're delusional? </p><p>Have a nice Saturday.</p>
Answer: <p>The &ldquo;not getting my hopes up&rdquo; part is really only because I try to look at things realistically. The more time goes on without Will doing anything significant, the more I have to accept that it may not happen. </p><p>If you had talked to me a year ago, I would have been as positive and optimistic about it as those other bloggers you referred to. There really is a lot about Will that ties him to the plot, from his experiences with the Upside Down or the parallels between him and El. He&rsquo;s not just my favorite character because he&rsquo;s gay or because I identify with him. So, I don&rsquo;t think those other bloggers are delusional. They just don&rsquo;t have the level of cynicism I have. I think it&rsquo;s important that we&rsquo;re all here to balance each other out. Who&rsquo;s to say my cynicism is right and their optimism is wrong?</p>
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Question: <p>I just remembered a fun fact of life. You know how the guy who talked with Nancy and Robin told them that music was the cure but some where beyond cure? Well, i bug to differ, music is a Placebo. You know how i know that? Because of their cover of Running Up That Hill. </p><p>https://youtu.be/x5GuBa4Bbnw</p>
Answer: <p>Well, that would be a rather meta hint.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t think music is a placebo, per se. I do think it&rsquo;s not exactly the music doing the work, though. The music evokes memories and/or emotions in the listener, and I think <i>that&rsquo;s </i>what actually serves as the protective factor here.</p><p>We do have Max asking if listening to Kate Bush too much causes her to stop liking it, resulting in it no longer protecting her. It&rsquo;s possible that this is foreshadowing. People seem pretty sure that Max succumbs again in volume 2, so what happens to cause the music to stop working? Is it that she gets sick of the music? Does it stop making her feel the emotions she needs to feel? I&rsquo;d like to believe the latter.</p><p>However, this does fly in the face of the music appearing to be what caused the portal to open in the first place. What I wonder, though, is whether it needs to be specifically music. Victor described it as hearing &ldquo;the voice of an angel.&rdquo; While music certainly has the power to evoke emotions in people, could an actual voice be sufficient in this regard? What if the right person was speaking, not to mention saying the right words?</p><p>This is why I wonder how Will&rsquo;s own trance could be handled. While it&rsquo;s easy to say that they just play his favorite song, would anyone there even have it? What if it&rsquo;s been so long that nobody even knows what his favorite is anymore? Do they even have extra Walkmans? I doubt they&rsquo;d want to risk taking it from Max.</p><p>So, what could be that &ldquo;voice of an angel? for Will?</p><p>Well, the most obvious answer is Mike. </p><p>Could hearing Mike&rsquo;s voice cause a portal to open? Would Mike need to sing? I mean, the reason I headcanoned Mike singing to Will to save him isn&rsquo;t because of the song, but, rather, that it was Mike doing the singing. Of course, it will depend on how Will feels about Mike at the time. I&rsquo;m curious as to whether Mike starts ignoring him again when they find El. That&rsquo;s why I feel like Mike&rsquo;s big monologue could work for saving Will.</p><p>I&rsquo;m really looking forward to seeing how they handle this in volume 2, and I hope it&rsquo;s something more intricate than just &quot;music is magic.&rdquo;</p>
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Question: <p>Yeah, but if and when Byler becomes canon i'll really need Finn to explain if he knew what he was playing from the beginning or if one day before they started filming season 4 they went to him and told him, 'so, you know how you've played some gay coded characters in the past...well,  you are playing another one, SURPRISE!' Or how it went down because the implications of casting 11 y/o for this kind of characters feels extremely weird to me. Like, asking a 11 y/o to play a gay character? I mean, we've seen how people are talking about Kit Connor (from Heartstopper) and he is 18 but he hasn't talked about his sexuality, still people are all over him because of that. I can only imagine that playing an even younger gay character could mess with their lives a lot. </p>
Answer: <p>I think it&rsquo;s lowkey homophobic to say that having a kid play a gay character could mess them up. It&rsquo;s amusing that this sort of thing is brought up when young actors play gay characters, but not when young actors have to be, say, murderers.</p>
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Question: <p>I was more annoyed by the amount of times they said they loved Will in that interview then by them forgetting his birthday, because nothing they shown on screen since mid season 2 backs that up</p>
Answer: <p>Truth.</p><p>If they care at all about Will, then they are running out of time to show it. Having Will have a small role last season could be seen as meta considering that&rsquo;s how he felt. Doing it two years in a row just suggests they don&rsquo;t care about the character anymore.</p><p>Your move, Duffers.</p>
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Question: <p>Yeah, i'm still having a hard time believing the forgot about Will's birthday thing, like, in three years since season 3 it never ocurred to anyone involved in the writing of the show???? In three fucking years??????????????? Not even when they got called out for forgetting about it in 2020???? Do they think we are that stupid???? Because if they did forget, i don't give a fuck, i'll buy the rights for Will Byers from netflix and i'm giving the boy the happiness he deserves. I might have to buy Mike's rights too, because they deserve to stay together.</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m really struggling not to go full fledged tinfoil hat on this one. Not only would it make me look crazy, but I could be setting myself up to look like a huge idiot later on.</p><p>However, I mean, everything you said here is how I feel.</p><p>They did forget to acknowledge Will&rsquo;s birthday on social media in 2020, which would have been right when they were originally starting production. It was quite literally a month prior in February that they announced they were starting. So, even if they legit forgot at that point, they would have been able to fix it after fans called out the social media team. I know the Duffers don&rsquo;t have direct oversight of that stuff, but someone surely would have said something. &ldquo;Hey, the fans were really pissed we didn&rsquo;t do anything for Will&rsquo;s birthday on Twitter.&rdquo; Even if his birthday wasn&rsquo;t plot relevant, it still would have been easy enough to throw in a line or two acknowledging it on the show.</p><p>So, yeah, while I&rsquo;m not going to get my hopes up here, I do think the possibility exists that they simply were hoping not to get asked about it. It does strike me as a bit odd that they didn&rsquo;t just try to dodge the question. They went all in with &ldquo;how do you want to answer this?&rdquo; Saying they love Will despite forgetting his birthday and giving him barely any lines doesn&rsquo;t really hold up to me.</p>
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Question: <p>Scene that confuses me is when cali gang find a number in pen and they conclude they are calling a computer. As gen z person i don't understand how can you call the computer and why Will mentioned war games. Does anybody has more info about that?</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, you are making me feel so old.</p><p>Wargames was a 1983 movie about a teenager who hacks a computer and accidentally gets a military AI program to start counting down to nuclear war.</p><p>Back then, there was no ubiquitous internet that was just always on. Network connections were made by literally dialing other networks using devices called modems. These modems used the telephone system. Homes might use the same line for calls and modems, which would result in losing the connection if someone picked up the landline while a connection was made. Businesses and organizations, though, would have dedicated lines for their networks. The phone they called from made those noises because the network on the other end was attempting to make a connection with the incoming signal.</p><p>I remember how blown away I was when my family got its first cable modem in the late 90s. It was so much faster, <b>and</b> you didn&rsquo;t need a phone line for it anymore.</p>
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Question: <p>Why do you headcanon Will being not viable? Its something I'm truly interested in because I've considered the possibility of Brenner rejecting Will as well. </p><p>Not because he can't find any signs of potential but because he either doesn't understand the kind of potential Will has and doesn't know how to work with it...</p><p>...or there's something about Will that reminded him of Henry Creel and he didn't want to do the 'same mistake' again, does that make sense?</p><p>I'd be very interested in why you think he didn't let Will be part of his program</p>
Answer: <p>Well, honestly, I only say that because he wasn&rsquo;t part of the program, well, unless they&rsquo;re hiding something pretty major from us.</p><p>I definitely see some similarities between him and Henry, though. I suppose he could have been in the process of being brought in when Peter killed the others. That could have changed Brenner&rsquo;s thoughts on his experiments. </p>
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Question: <p>I would be more ok with Eddie dying if it wasn&rsquo;t to protect two people(Nancy and Steve) who aren&rsquo;t even nice to him. Also I&rsquo;m glad to hear you think he&rsquo;ll get a hero&rsquo;s death because I was scared they going to give him either an off screen death like Barb or have the jocks murder him, and then have him never be mentioned again like Alexei </p>
Answer: <p>I mean, a cheap death for him would really be a waste. His whole character seems to be about being misjudged by society. He&rsquo;s really a nice guy if you take the time to get to know him. If he&rsquo;s going to die, then let him die showing the world how wrong it was about him.</p><p>Nancy and Steve are as guilty as most people of misjudging him. I expect them both to come around and respect him even if he&rsquo;s very different. He just hasn&rsquo;t had a moment that gets them to rethink their beliefs about him, yet, but I think he will. I just hope it happens before he dies.</p>
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Question: <p>Man, going through your blog is like going on a rollercoaster ride &#128514; </p><p>I guess that is what makes you so authentic and likable tho so good for you &#128515;</p>
Answer: <p>Well, thank you. Usually when people tell me that it comes off as judgmental. I&rsquo;ll never present myself as anything more than I am. I&rsquo;m not here to play a persona.</p><p>This has been a rather turbulent time to be a Will and/or Byler fan, though. I can understand why some people are put off by my recent roller coaster of emotion.</p><p>Current Status: Chill</p>
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Question: <p>What song would you give Eddie</p>
Answer: <p>Die With Your Boots On by Iron Maiden</p><p>Sorry to Eddie fans, but I got a bad feeling. I think he&rsquo;ll go down fighting, though, to make up for (in his mind) not being able to help Chrissy.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, eddie munson

Post id: 686141283635511296
Date: 2022-06-04 15:08:39 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/686141283635511296
Slug: oh-thats-my-fault-i-forgot-the-titles-for-ep-89
Reblog key: kdCc16nO
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Oh that&rsquo;s my fault! I forgot the titles for ep 8/9 and was going on a guess on my part. Taht makes more sense, if her story takes charge on ep 8. Thank you for answering.</p>
Answer: <p>No worries.</p><p>It&rsquo;s a bit annoying that it will probably be another episode with a huge chunk of El-only development, though. She already got a LOT this season, the most recent episode in particular. She deserves it, of course, but the entire Pizza Party is getting almost nothing in the meantime, and, once she reunites with them, it will probably be mostly about her still.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t know why that one storyline gets so little attention compared to the others.</p>
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Question: <p>If you could give a song to each of the California Gang characters, what would they be?</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, I&rsquo;m considering the California Gang to only be Argyle, Jonathan, Mike, and Will since Joyce, Murray, and El have their own separate storylines.</p><p>Argyle: Pass the Dutchie by Musical Youth (used in the show, but it&rsquo;s perfect)</p><p>Jonathan: Love Will Tear Us Apart by Joy Division</p><p>Mike: I Want To Know What Love Is by Foreigner</p><p>Will: Why Can&rsquo;t This Be Love by Van Halen</p><p>I realize these were almost all love songs, but issues with love does seem to be the unifying theme of this storyline.</p>
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Question: <p>do you think it&rsquo;s possible that the picture noah posted wearing the harness is a misdirect? idk, i just find it odd that noah would be allowed to leak such an image if will is indeed going to get vecna&rsquo;d. maybe it&rsquo;s not will but instead it&rsquo;s mike who does? but maybe the harness is for something else that&rsquo;s still important for will?  </p>
Answer: <p>I get the doubt. God knows any of us that support Will playing a role in things are used to disappointment by now.</p><p>Keep in mind, though, that it was also revealed in an interview recently that harnesses are used for those scenes. This was revealed by Joseph Quinn, whose answers suggest that Eddie will be tranced, as well. They&rsquo;re showing a lot of their cards this season for some reason. </p><p>There&rsquo;s also the photo of Noah and Millie at the skating rink. While Millie is wearing her skating rink outfit, Noah is wearing the outfit he&rsquo;s had on since the shootout at the Byers house. One could argue that he just took advantage of the skating rink to goof around while they had access to it. In theory, Millie could have been filming scenes that Noah wasn&rsquo;t needed for, but why would Noah be on location in a costume used for other scenes? That&rsquo;s a location shoot, so he shouldn&rsquo;t really be nearby.</p><p>Honestly, I wouldn&rsquo;t really understand why Noah himself would tease Will having a more plot-relevant role if he doesn&rsquo;t. I would expect an actor to be upset if his role repeatedly got made less important. Noah being harnessed tells us that Will has to deal with someone with powers, at least. I&rsquo;m not sure who it could be other than Vecna. </p><p>And, come on, Will should be an absolute feast for Vecna, and it would be a fantastic way to show what he&rsquo;s been going through since he always holds in his own feelings. God knows that a depressing number of fans need to be spoon fed proof that Will is gay&hellip;</p><p>My main concern is whether or not Mike would actually be involved with saving him. It also seems too good to be true.</p>
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Question: <p>I find it interesting that Will specifies who saved him when the MF had him: &lsquo;That was you guys who saved me. That was you guys.&rsquo; Especially because he emphasises on the &lsquo;you&rsquo;</p><p>Going be what we all theorised about Will being Vecna-ed, it&rsquo;s certainly a hint as to Mike being the one to save him from it. Although I have no clue how they are going to go about it, I just really hope we see the Cali gang having more screen time. By the looks of it, El&rsquo;s story with Brenner may finish pretty early on in the first ep of vol 2, in turn merging it with the Cali story arc. </p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, it does seem like a rather insistent turn of phrase. It&rsquo;s hard not to see it as a sort of foreshadowing. I suppose it could just be a clue that, while music makes it possible to leave Vecna&rsquo;s dreamscapes, it takes those happy connections to give someone the strength to escape from his grasp.</p><p>I really want Mike to be the key to pulling Will out of a trance. The only other person with a link strong enough to really do that would be Jonathan, and he&rsquo;s probably going to be focused on Nancy once he finds out what happened to her.</p><p>What makes you think that El&rsquo;s story with Brenner finishes early in the episode? It&rsquo;s title Papa, so I was expecting that whole thing to dominate the episode. I honestly don&rsquo;t expect much with the Pizza Party until they meet back up with her at the end. Mike will probably latch back onto El like he always does, and, honestly, if Will gets tranced, this will probably factor into it. </p><p>I would expect Vecna to target the fact that Will feels like El has replaced him in Mike&rsquo;s life. He&rsquo;d need to be feeling like that when it happened in order for Vecna to have a chance at success. With their last couple moments being more hopeful regarding their relationship, I feel like a setback is needed. Will taking a backseat again when they find El would appear to be just what they need to set up Will&rsquo;s trance.</p>
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Question: <p>I personally think that eleven will kill brenner in volume 2 because after the fight with 001/Peter she now rememberd she never actually killed any of them , and that's why i think el will be furious at Brenner for not telling her sooner </p>
Answer: <p>Brenner was reluctant to bring her to the truth right away. He seemed to think it would be too much for her, and I think he&rsquo;s going to be right.</p><p>El didn&rsquo;t kill those kids, but she freed the man who did. She may not be guilty of what she thought she was, but I think she&rsquo;s still going to carry a lot of guilt for falling for Peter&rsquo;s manipulations. I mean, she was only 8, so it&rsquo;s really hard to blame her, but that doesn&rsquo;t mean she won&rsquo;t blame herself. I&rsquo;m sure there will be a &ldquo;why didn&rsquo;t you tell me&rdquo; moment, though.</p><p>I think Brenner was hoping that by building up to it slowly, it would be easier for her to cope with it. Throwing something like that at someone all at once can be very traumatic. It could have caused her to dissociate further. I don&rsquo;t think Brenner paused while grabbing the security footage because he was worried about what El would do to him. I think he was worried about what the revelation would do to her. </p><p>I honestly feel like season 4 is showing us a side of Brenner that clashes with the version of him we&rsquo;ve seen before. Somewhere in there, he does care about El, but in a way that probably requires a lot of rationalization on his part. </p><p>Brenner&rsquo;s almost certainly going to die, but perhaps not at her hands. I feel like vengeance is something she should move on from. It would come across as too similar to how Peter justified killing people.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think Stranger Things does a good job of portraying queer youth in the 80s? </p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s a hard one for me to answer. I was too young in the 80s to really experience it for myself.</p><p>I will say, though, that I had very little exposure to LGBT people or issues growing up. Aside from guest characters on more progressive sitcoms, gay characters in media were often treated as throwaway jokes or depraved villains. That was honestly always the biggest problem. It&rsquo;s hard to create a health gay identity when you had no good role models for it.</p><p>Robin&rsquo;s fear of telling Steve that she likes girl is very legit. It would be terrifying to reveal that to someone back then because you had no idea how they might react. It wasn&rsquo;t even something that was really talked about. It was a &ldquo;problem&rdquo; that &ldquo;other people&rdquo; had to deal with. Nobody ever really thought about it because they didn&rsquo;t even expect to have to deal with it. The fact that she&rsquo;s so reluctant to make a move on Vickie, despite Steve being so confident that she&rsquo;d be interested, is very legit. The reaction could range from a gentle letdown to, as Robin said, becoming the town pariah.</p><p>I&rsquo;ve also <a href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/628066829205716992?source=share">written before</a> about how Will would have a difficult time reaching a realization of gay identity due to these sorts of issues. Without the internet to give him access to real people going through similar journeys, Will would struggle to not only realize that he is indeed gay, but also to even develop a healthy, positive concept of what being gay is. In this sense, I suppose I could accept the show taking a &ldquo;don&rsquo;t say gay&rdquo; approach, as Will might be reluctant to identify himself with terms that his dad and bullies have previously used.</p><p>Mike also shows yet another sort of journey that a gay teen could take back then. <a href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/625900653239255040?source=share">I wrote about that</a> after thinking hard about Mike&rsquo;s story featuring Will and El coming in and out of his life at pivotal moments. Mike&rsquo;s problems stem from the fact that he never really had any reason to think he might be gay. He wasn&rsquo;t targeted with bullying for that. He has a journey similar to what Robin experienced in <i>Rebel Robin</i>. Mike has a deep affection for another boy, but mistakes it for friendship because he never had any understanding that it <i>could </i>mean anything else. Meanwhile, a girl comes into his life when he&rsquo;s intensely worried for this boy, then she shows up again when he&rsquo;s intensely worried for this boy. Then he has massive difficulties having both of them in his life at the same time. He ignores the boy and has a bad relationship with the girl. </p><p>To be fair, a lot of this requires a deeper read of the material than the average viewer is probably willing to do. It also requires, as Robin discovered in her novel, the ability to properly translate what you&rsquo;re seeing. For anyone who hasn&rsquo;t read it, Robin needed someone to point out to her that something she anonymously wrote regarding Tammy came across as very romantic. Like Robin (and probably Mike), the average viewer just assumes they, and other people, are straight until told otherwise. It&rsquo;s a heteronormative viewpoint that has only recently begun to change. </p>
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Question: <p>byler won't happen, y'all are being queerbaited, mike loves eleven and mileven is clearly endgame, in conclusion, y'all are gonna end up looking like clowns once vol 2 comes out,,lol.</p>
Answer: <p>so we <b><i>are</i></b> being queerbaited&hellip; meaning that there&rsquo;s stuff there&hellip; hmmm!!</p>
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Question: <p>Apologies if you already answered this but do you think 001 truly cared for Eleven? or did purely what he did out of manipulation?</p>
Answer: <p>It was complete manipulation. He was established as a sociopath as a child, so he did not have the capacity for empathy.  He targeted El because she was an outcast in the Lab. It would make her the easiest person to convince to help him. Remember that he needed help to remove the inhibitor from his neck. </p><p>In fact, I don&rsquo;t think it was revealed, but I&rsquo;m pretty sure he was the one to disable the camera in the Rainbow Room when El got attacked. He needed to further isolate and anger her so that she could do what he needed her to do.</p><p>He was probably willing to take her on as a sort of apprentice after the fact, but he didn&rsquo;t hesitate to try to kill her when she refused.</p>
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Question: <p>I don't mind Brenner being depicted as a more nuanced figure (I appreciate it, actually) but I do feel we need more of a confrontation between him and El. Since they parted she discovered that he lied to her about her mother and left that mother basically comatose. That hasn't really been addressed. Yes, she hit him and ran away at first, but now they're almost back in their old "Papa" dynamic. Brenner has marginally more respect for El's autonomy, but they still haven't even talked about Terry</p>
Answer: <p>I think that will probably be the main story in episode 8 since it&rsquo;s titled Papa.</p>
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Question: <p>Yeah, that's why I hate leaks. It takes away the fun of speculating. I love coming up with wild theories for where the plot could go, and it just ruins it when someone slaps a bare bones summary on reddit. "El hits a girl with a roller skate" - for example - sounds like such nothing, compared to the emotion of the actual moment as it plays out onscreen. Same with "Jopper hug and Hopper smiles". Like, why ruin it when your spoilers can't compare to the real deal anyway? It's so petty and selfish.</p>
Answer: <p>I suppose they see it as a game where they&rsquo;re like detectives. The appeal for them is being able to find things out and then see if they&rsquo;re right. I wouldn&rsquo;t begrudge them doing this had they kept this information to themselves.</p>
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Question: <p>I think Dmitri's surviving and coming to America with Hop. He has a son El's age, top of his class, named Mikhail. Aka Michael. Why introduce the character for no reason? He's going to be El's future boyfriend. The girl who grew up a prisoner, groomed to spy on the Soviets, and the boy whose father was a prison guard, and fled to America? I'd watch that over Melvin's sad puppy love any day</p>
Answer: <p>El getting together with Mikhail would be hilarious, but I wouldn&rsquo;t want her to end up with some undeveloped love interest anymore than I want Will (or Robin, or anyone) to. There is a certain ironic appeal to her getting together with the son of a Russian soldier who is named the Russian equivalent of Michael, though. She was shown using her powers to spy on Russian agents for Brenner at one point, after all.</p>
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Question: <p>You're by far the best character analyst I know so here's something I'd like to share:</p><p>I had finally convinced my cousin to watch stranger things with me and we ended up watching the entire show. My cousin, bless his soul, values gratefulness and is one of those people who would hold the door and scream "you're welcome" if he's being ignored.</p><p>Anyways he really loved the show but kept complaining about El's "lack of gratefulness" to a point where it got a little annoying. When he pointed out the way she treats Hopper in s2 I told him that I think it's because she's just lonely and a teen with mood swings and has probably thanked him before but he then stated that in the entire show, there's not a single scene where she shows any form of  appreciation.</p><p>I never realized that before but after rewatching the show once more, because that's what I do, I found that he was right.</p><p>He also pointed out that he doesn't think El expects people like Hopper and Joyce to give  her a home, food, a life and all that jazz but he doubts that El realizes that these things cost extra money, extra time and extra  energy, considering Joyce already went through so much with Will and could have easily said no. Quote: "Then what? What would have happened to El? Orphanage?"</p><p>We both think that Joyce has done it because that's just the way she is. </p><p>Now, I do love El as a character, my cousin, well I'm not sure&#128517; I think she's probably grateful in her own unique way but now, I kinda think it's a shame she doesn't express it openly.</p><p>What do you think? </p>
Answer: <p>Hello, thank you so much for the compliment. After volume 2 comes out, I hope to do more of my more formal character analyses. No point doing it when there&rsquo;s still more story to be told, right?</p><p>I don&rsquo;t judge El for her lack of gratefulness, but it&rsquo;s certainly something she seems to have a problem with. It&rsquo;s hard to fault her, though. I don&rsquo;t think she was ever taught gratefulness, and it certainly doesn&rsquo;t look like anyone at the Lab was modeling that sort of behavior for her. That&rsquo;s how this sort of behavior is learned by young children. </p><p>I think El&rsquo;s biggest problem is not being able to see the bigger picture on things. In season 2, yeah, of course she wanted to be able to leave the cabin. However, Hopper had very good reason to keep her in there. We all figured the &ldquo;bad men&rdquo; looking for her were related to the Lab. Now, however, it may well have been Sullivan, or people like him, that he was really worried about. El never really seemed to fully appreciate the danger she was in. I&rsquo;m more worried about that than her being ungrateful.</p><p>Her behavior at the airport and roller rink is what really upset me, but I guess that&rsquo;s more selfishness than ungratefuless. </p><p>At the end of the day, El&rsquo;s social development is still deeply impacted by her being born and raised in an institutional setting. She can&rsquo;t be faulted for her flaws, but neither should these flaws be ignored. She&rsquo;d never improve if everyone around her just decided that it&rsquo;s ok because she&rsquo;s been through so much already. She&rsquo;s not a bad person, though. It&rsquo;s more a matter of not being able to take the perspectives of others that she&rsquo;s lacking.</p><p>As for Joyce taking her in, come on, nobody was about to let El be sent off to some orphanage. I know that&rsquo;s not what you were suggesting, but it was never a possibility.</p>
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Question: <p>I just had a strange idea. What if Will has a chip in his neck that is holding him back from using powers, and Vecna removes it to absorb them (but Will gets away). It could have been inserted in &lsquo;83 or whenever. There still are a lot of things we don&rsquo;t know about what happened to him, so&hellip;.</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s something I&rsquo;ve considered, but when would it have been installed without being noticed? Peter&rsquo;s seemed fairly visible when he pointed it out. Will&rsquo;s shouldn&rsquo;t have been able to go unnoticed for so long, especially with the medical work he probably had done after season 1. As far as I know, he was in a regular, run of the mill hospital. Though, I suppose the Lab could have infiltrated it just like it did the morgue.</p><p>Though, wouldn&rsquo;t Owens probably know about that, if it were true?</p><p>Still, it would certainly be quite the reveal, wouldn&rsquo;t it?</p>
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Question: <p>I really hope they don't kill off Enzo aka Dmitri Antonov. He is such an interesting character and I definitely do not want him to have the same fate as Alexei. &#128542;</p><p>What do you think?</p><p>Btw: Did you notice that he's the actor that also plays Jaqen H' Ghar aka the faceless guy in Game of Thrones? I think that guy has a thing for playing mysterious characters.&#128515;</p>
Answer: <p>I like Dmitri. He seems to have a &ldquo;friendly enemy&rdquo; relationship with Hopper. Like, they&rsquo;re technically on different sides, but they&rsquo;ve developed a mutual respect and camaraderie. I&rsquo;d like to see more of him, especially after they made sure to establish that he has a son he cares about.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not sure how they can have him survive, though. He&rsquo;s already a traitor to his own people. Maybe they could have him defect? I&rsquo;m thinking he dies in volume 2, myself. </p><p>I never got into Game of Thrones, but that&rsquo;s a nice little piece of trivia.</p>
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Question: <p>Either Noah was hacked or this is the reason we have to wait a month for the second part. They are playing with the popularity of the show and our feelings.</p>
Answer: <p>If he was hacked, I imagine we would have heard about it by now. I sort of wonder if it is an overcorrection on his part. That said, he has said supportive things about Byler in the past, which were often said in a such a casual way that he may not even realize what he&rsquo;s doing.</p><p>What that kid needs more than anything is someone who can poke him with a cattle prod anytime he starts to say anything foolish.</p>
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Question: <p>so you&rsquo;re a brenner apologist now?</p>
Answer: <p>I find the way you phrased your question loaded and accusatory, but I&rsquo;ll respond to it anyway.</p><p>I think what he said to El applies to his own character. Monsters and superheroes are not real life. Brenner is a person, so he has both good and bad in him. He did terrible things, but he also seemed to have some positive qualities, too. We just never saw those better sides before now. I do think his concern for 010, and his distraught reaction to seeing he was dead, was genuine, for example. Still, he put 010 in this position in the first place with his experiments.</p><p>I&rsquo;m thinking episode 8, Papa, will have a lot to do with El finding closure with her past with him. He doesn&rsquo;t deserve forgiveness, so I doubt that will be part of it. I think she needs to make peace with him, though, for her own benefit. I think we at least deserve to find out more about Brenner&rsquo;s motivations before we cast final judgment as viewers. Was this just a big &ldquo;for science!&rdquo; experiment to show his own superiority, or did he feel like he was working towards some greater good? We may never know.</p>
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Question: <p>I noticed in season 2 episode four, when Will is home sick after being possessed by the mindflayer, Joyce greets him and calls him a sleepyhead. Do you think that&rsquo;s a parallel to 001 calling El sleepyhead? </p>
Answer: <p>Hm, maybe, but today might not be the best day to ask me about repeating details.</p><p>It could just be the writers trying to make Peter come across as a caring person, like Joyce. If they were trying to make him seem genuinely caring, though, they did a pretty bad job of it. Personally, I picked up on his sinister nature from the very beginning. That&rsquo;s another reason I have problems with his character bio.</p>
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Question: <p>I think you misinterpreted my ask. I think we have the same take. I was saying I don&rsquo;t understand how Mike ending the season telling El he loves her romantically means he discovered anything about himself when that&rsquo;s what the characters supposedly already believes. Sorry if it was a bit hard to read lol</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, I agree with you here. Sorry if I misunderstood.</p><p>With Finn telling us that Mike has a lot to learn about himself, or however he put it, the implication is that he actually figures out something he didn&rsquo;t already know. Mike &ldquo;discovering&rdquo; he loves El, when he supposedly already knew that, is pointless. What are they going to do, have him turn out to have been only pretending up to this point, but suddenly realizing he loves her for real?</p>
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Question: <p>hi. just slipped in to say i hope you have a nice day!</p>
Answer: <p>Sigh, I appreciate it, but today was very rough at work.</p><p>Good news: Weekend!</p><p>Next week is the last week of school, too. </p>
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Question: <p>So the only thing the general audience is being given to ponder about Will is what his sexuality is. Wow there definitely are too many characters if they&rsquo;re being developed so thinly. Can you imagine if in season three we didn&rsquo;t get to know Robin, and were only wondering who she liked?</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s not even just his sexuality, at this point. Literally his entire story revolves around Mike, regardless of how anyone &ldquo;interprets&rdquo; his feelings. Even his main character trait, his skill with art, is now focused on Mike. I can&rsquo;t think of any other main cast character who gets this sort of treatment.</p>
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Question: <p>Didn&rsquo;t they say this was the season of Schnapp or something like that regarding season 4 ? Or am I imaging it, I swear it was mentioned in an interview . But Yh they seemed pretty strong on Will being a big part of the season guess we&rsquo;ll wait and find out but I&rsquo;m not holding any hope</p>
Answer: <p>I think I vaguely recall something along those lines. I don&rsquo;t think they ever specified what it meant, and I never really saw anything that definitively pointed to Will having an expanded role after what happened last season.</p><p>This season has given us even less Will than last season, I think. He might get a bit more in volume 2, but he&rsquo;d have to dominate the narrative to even break even with most other characters.</p>
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Question: <p>Well, I was right.&#128533; they are (now) retconning Will&rsquo;s birthday to May, because they got caught forgetting. And many people were wrongly assuming they had at least one person to check things like that. Good gawd! There are only 25 episodes to keep track of! Well &#129702; march 22, formerly August. They better do a great job with Winona&lsquo;a dubbing to change that s2 moment to May. Even though that&rsquo;s not going to change how I feel about their incompetence. Uuuuggghhhhhh</p>
Answer: <p>Maybe I missed something, but when was his birthday August? It wasn&rsquo;t officially mentioned until that scene in the shed as far as I know. </p>
Tags: stranger things 4, will byers

Post id: 686075048353824768
Date: 2022-06-03 21:35:52 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/686075048353824768
Slug: i-dont-know-if-im-going-insane-or-what-but-i
Reblog key: psa9uJhp
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>i don&rsquo;t know if i&rsquo;m going insane or what but i distinctly remember noah schnapp posting something once (i think it was a tiktok?) where he had said something alone the lines of &ldquo;when you have paragraphs/scripts to memorize and you haven&rsquo;t even started&rdquo; or something like that. this was a long time ago like i think maybe late 2019 or early 2020 and i remember getting very excited at the thought of will having a lot of lines this season. however, i can&rsquo;t really find this post anywhere. i think maybe he deleted it? now, my memory may be wrong and i&rsquo;m just mistaken but if i&rsquo;m right then it&rsquo;s weird he&rsquo;s had barely any lines this volume, i think. it must mean most of his big scenes for which he had to memorize a lot of lines are in vol 2, right? </p>
Answer: <p>I seem to recall something along those lines. I can&rsquo;t say anything he&rsquo;s had so far qualifies as &ldquo;paragraphs,&rdquo; but he could be referring to more than just his own lines. He&rsquo;d need to know, say, Finn&rsquo;s lines for all of Will&rsquo;s scenes with Mike. He certainly doesn&rsquo;t seem to have a lot of lines through volume 1. I&rsquo;d say he had more lines in season 3, but I&rsquo;m not about to count.</p><p>He also mentioned something like Will&rsquo;s saddest scene, one that compares to him telling Joyce about the Mindflayer, is in this season, I think. While the airport scene was hard to watch, and he was definitely sad at the roller rink, neither of those moments compare to seeing Will cry while telling Joyce what he&rsquo;s been going through. We should be getting something more emotional in volume 2.</p>
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Question: <p>What if that person really did mean Melvins, and just thinks you have it out for anyone with that name? To be fair, it sounds like a name an obnoxious person would have. Melvin is the Karen of annoying people. </p>
Answer: <p>My apologies to people with that name, then.</p><p>No, seriously, I&rsquo;ve seen that term thrown around to refer to Mileven fans. I can only guess it&rsquo;s done to avoid the posts showing up in a search. I refuse to use it, though, because I pick up a noticeable mocking connotation. We should be able to disagree without being rude. </p><p>The only fans of that ship who I have a problem with are the ones who go out of their way to mock others. Even then, I&rsquo;ll just delete the messages or ignore the posts and move on. The rest are just people going about their business, not trying to bother anyone.</p>
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Question: <p>why do you act like only melvins are obnoxious ?</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t, and I&rsquo;ve also made it clear that I don&rsquo;t think the ones who are obnoxious should be considered to be representative of Mileven fans in general.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t have other shippers who go out of their way to give me grief, though.</p>
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Question: <p>I think a huge part of Will story in the show is how much he gets forgotten because *someone* keeps stealing his spotlight. How he disappears in the background of things. I don't trust the shit we forgot thing at all. Someone else in the show is living his life so please "I want this day to be about me and you" PLEASE</p>
Answer: <p>I agree that it seemed perfectly set up to be another thing to make Will feel replaced, not only among his friends, but within his own family. They go to pick up Mike on his birthday, Will is incredibly excited, but gets his hopes crushed with a casual greeting. Then, yeah, El does say she wants to make the day entirely about her and Mike. Will gets almost entirely ignored and then shot down when he tries to call Mike out on it.</p><p>It seems all too perfect, so finding out it was an error on the writers&rsquo; part is very discouraging and confusing.</p><p>I should note why this bothers me so much. Will is my favorite character. He always has been. I strongly identify with him. I see my younger self in him. I&rsquo;ve felt like the expendable one all my life, and it&rsquo;s a constant struggle to not think that way, even at my age. I&rsquo;ve been in love with my friends. I&rsquo;ve been the quiet one who doesn&rsquo;t say anything when something is wrong.</p><p>The Duffers forgetting his birthday hits in a different way than the characters doing so. With the characters, it could at least be dealt with on the show as part of his character arc. Instead, I see a character I identify with being seen as so unimportant by the writers that I&rsquo;m left feeling like he&rsquo;s just as unimportant as he feels in-universe. </p><p>It&rsquo;s such a horrible message, and it hits me deeply, even if it shouldn&rsquo;t.</p>
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Question: <p>Wait, did the Duffers officially say that they forgot about Will's birthday? </p><p>With so many hints such as Murray's lines, the tweet 'some people forget to play DnD and some forget birthdays' as well as the recurring forgetfulness theme (other characters seem to keep forgetting things too) I was fully convinced it was on purpose</p>
Answer: <p>Yes, yes they did.</p><p class="npf_link" data-npf='{"type":"link","url":"https://href.li/?https://variety.com/2022/tv/features/stranger-things-duffer-brothers-is-will-gay-season-4-1235284214/","display_url":"https://href.li/?https://variety.com/2022/tv/features/stranger-things-duffer-brothers-is-will-gay-season-4-1235284214/","title":"‘Stranger Things’ Creators Answer Burning Questions About Eleven’s Origins, Will’s Sexuality (and Birthday!) and More Ahead of Volume 2","description":"SPOILER ALERT: Do not read if you have not yet watched “The Massacre at Hawkins Lab,” they Volume 1 finale episode of “Stranger Things” Seas","author":"Jennifer Maas","site_name":"Variety","poster":[{"media_key":"67d51f67a9d5f0c85f06b02b637abf02:7734d4e742346feb-03","type":"image/jpeg","width":1000,"height":563}]}'><a href="https://href.li/?https://variety.com/2022/tv/features/stranger-things-duffer-brothers-is-will-gay-season-4-1235284214/" target="_blank">‘Stranger Things’ Creators Answer Burning Questions About Eleven’s Origins, Will’s Sexuality (and Birthday!) and More Ahead of Volume 2</a></p>
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Question: <p>So the Duffers basically admitted Noah's "no labels" interview was his rambling answer way of not spoiling the plot. At least, that's the only way I can interpret "the actors will be a lot less limited in what they can say after Volume 2" when asked about Will's sexuality</p>
Answer: <p>Look, I don&rsquo;t want to come across as hostile to Noah or Millie. They&rsquo;re still young, after all, and we all did and said stupid things without realizing they were stupid when we were young. Hell, most of you probably are still young. You&rsquo;ll do and say stuff that you will cringe about later on.</p><p>Still, someone has to talk to them about the hurtful implications of what they said in that interview. I can understand that maybe they just don&rsquo;t understand, but the correct response to that is to educate. </p><p>My anger at that interview was with the message, not the messengers. They should have been better prepared to answer those questions so they didn&rsquo;t come off looking ignorant.</p>
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Question: <p>Part of me thinks they&rsquo;re lying about forgetting. They sure seem to remember alot of other details. I&rsquo;m wondering if maybe it&rsquo;s to conceal some sort of twist? Maybe they didn&rsquo;t expect everyone to pick up on it so fast and they&rsquo;re covering their tracks? Honestly I&rsquo;m inclined to be skeptical of anything the duffers or the cast say at this point, everything is so contradicting. Giving me grey hairs. </p>
Answer: <p>I mean, like I said, it doesn&rsquo;t add up. You can&rsquo;t be so detail oriented and then miss such a significant detail. You should have people for that, and them admitting that they don&rsquo;t is mind boggling. The claim that fans are meant to be spotting details falls flat when the writers don&rsquo;t do the same. Something like this keeps us from being confident about whether something means anything.</p><p>They&rsquo;re either lying, or they&rsquo;re bad writers.</p>
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Question: <p>How would a whole team miss such a significant date? They pride themselves on details but forget this &#129764; Are they really expecting me to believe that Noah, who loves playing Will, would forget too? To me Something isn&rsquo;t adding up.</p>
Answer: <p>See, that&rsquo;s why I&rsquo;m at the point where I think Will isn&rsquo;t an important character anymore. We may, in fact, be the fools for thinking he ever was. His birthday was mentioned in one of his most important character moments. We learned so much about him from that scene, including the supposed topic of his painting, but nobody on the staff realized that his birthday was also mentioned in that scene.</p><p>I get that details can be hard to keep track of, but this one seemed deliberate when we saw when season 4 took place. It does make them look like bad writers.</p>
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Question: <p>"but we love Will, and I don&rsquo;t want people to think we don&rsquo;t love Will because we forgot &mdash; we do!" They act like Will wasn't sidelined for straight 2 seasons &#128128;</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, this falls flat when you think about that. Unless they&rsquo;re lying through their teeth about Will, this is just them trying to not look as bad as it makes them look.</p>
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Question: <p>I saw a lot of people on twitter and other social media complaining about the amount of screen time and story arc Will gets and how the people he loves could possibly forget about his birthday. And when I say a lot I'm talking a very high number. And it's not just people who stan him or byler but also a lot of casual viewers.</p><p>Anyways what I'm trying to say here is that people took notice. They're aware of it and they aren't pleased and the writers know that they're not pleased. A lot of them even mentioned they think he might end up turning (temporarily) evil because of how he's treated.</p><p>I think Will will be important to the main plot again eventually but if he's not the writers would definitely be forced to explain themselves.</p>
Answer: <p>See, this is complicated by the fact that the Duffers have apparently admitted that <i>they</i> forgot Will&rsquo;s birthday. They talked about it like it was such a tiny, insignificant detail despite being part of what seemed to be a critically important scene.</p><p>I honestly feel like this annoys me more than anything else, more than the possibility of Will being rejected by Mike. It makes me lose faith in them as writers. You had Will being ignored by Mike on his birthday, only it was a total accident on your part, and nobody on the show realized it. </p><p>It actually has me convinced that Will won&rsquo;t be important to the plot anymore. So he better at least get a goddamn happy ending.</p>
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Question: <p>OMG noah just tweeted, &ldquo;S4 has me shipping byler over anything&hellip; vol. 2 now&#8252;&#65039;&rdquo; WTF?!?!?!?</p>
Answer: <p>I can&rsquo;t with this constant whiplash.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="281" data-orig-width="500"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8858044f8b3b30a077cb2494f3b6fcb4/81cd14518d36d8bc-c4/s640x960/8fb2bc8e2710dbc2d622750247528060ea285bc7.gif" data-orig-height="281" data-orig-width="500"/></figure></div><p>Also, don&rsquo;t ask why I&rsquo;m up in the middle of the night. Sleep and I seem to be going through a rough patch at the moment.</p>
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Question: <p>I cracked up when you mentioned &ldquo;Mike&rsquo;s big figuring himself arc&rdquo; because there legit hasn&rsquo;t been anything that could be viewed as this so far. And if what he figures out is that he loves El, well that doesn&rsquo;t make any sense because we are supposed to believe he does right? He just doesn&rsquo;t know how to say it. So that descriptor doesn&rsquo;t make sense if they were to go for that choice tbh. &#129335;&zwj;&#9792;&#65039;</p>
Answer: <p>I disagree. Mike has been shown struggling to express his love for El, while also struggling to show his affection for Will. There&rsquo;s clearly something going on there even without him telling Will that he doesn&rsquo;t know what to say to El. It&rsquo;s not as obvious as what Will is dealing with, but it&rsquo;s there. I just think it would be ridiculous to have him go through this if things ended with him dating El and friends with Will. That is exactly how things started, so there wouldn&rsquo;t be any journey there. He&rsquo;d basically just be walking in a circle before saying &ldquo;oh, yeah, here I am.&rdquo;</p><p>Can we take a moment to appreciate the tragedy that would be Mike being able to tell El he loves her because of what Will said? I mean, that was a tissue thin reference to Will being gay and in love with Mike, so Mike taking that and using it to tell El he loves her would be devastating.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think if Mike breaks up with El she will use that anger to fight and win against Vecna?</p>
Answer: <p>See, here&rsquo;s the thing about that. Why does El use sad, angry memories to fuel her powers? Because Peter told her to do so. This is what fuels him, presumably, because he seems to be collecting the memories of others. Kali told her this, too, but she may also have been taught this by Peter.</p><p>I&rsquo;m actually wondering if the key to defeating Vecna lies in happy, hopeful memories, like the ones that allowed Max to break free. El may well try her usual &ldquo;sad and mad&rdquo; strategy and fail, because Vecna has been collecting a lot of traumatic memories from his victims. Whether this factors in to El failing to defeat him, possibly because Mike breaks up with her, I don&rsquo;t know. Honestly, I would like her experience at the Lab to get her to rethink things, including her relationship with Mike. I don&rsquo;t want her reacting that way.</p><p>Still, as far as she knows, those types of memories are how to fuel her powers. Dustin rolled an 11 and failed in his attack on Vecna. Maybe that&rsquo;s foreshadowing that El can&rsquo;t overpower him anymore. He has more pain than she could ever have, literally multiple lives&rsquo; worth.</p><p>Whether it&rsquo;s El, or Will, or whomever, I think it&rsquo;s best appropriate if Vecna is defeated by someone using hopeful memories.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, byler

Post id: 686000856412422144
Date: 2022-06-03 01:56:37 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/686000856412422144
Slug: i-could-be-wrong-but-from-that-little-interview
Reblog key: 7ipwOEkU
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I could be wrong but from that little interview about Will, they kinda make it sound like this whole storyline thing could be dragged into S5. Perhaps not his sexuality per se but rather his relationship with Mike and where they stand. Again, I find it interesting they&rsquo;ve so openly talked about where this part of Will&rsquo;s story is going, makes me think there&rsquo;s more to it tbh. </p>
Answer: <p>As annoying as it would be to wait another 2-3 years, considering we&rsquo;re already mocked rather cruelly, I could potentially accept that.</p><p>Except, that, if they really triple down on Mike and El this season, if they have Mike&rsquo;s monologue be a big love confession, then I won&rsquo;t really be able to accept Byler later on. If they have Mike go through his big, emotional &ldquo;figure myself out&rdquo; arc and come out of it telling El he loves her, then they will have gone past the point of no return. I&rsquo;d be right there with Mileven shippers calling BS if they then had Mike do anything else but love El.</p><p>There&rsquo;s no point whatsoever in dragging out how Will feels. It&rsquo;s becoming increasingly obvious, and they&rsquo;re actively promoting it. What remains to be seen is how <i>Mike</i> feels. If they don&rsquo;t have Mike choose one this season, then it tells me they want a full fledged ship war during the next hiatus. Which, honestly, I think is quite despicable and  reductive for all characters involved. If they choose one or the other this season, then that has to be it. The last season should be focused on strengthening relationships for the final battle (since love is so important), not creating new ones.</p><p>Don&rsquo;t play goddamn games with us, Duffers. Make your goddamn move.</p>
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Question: <p>Can I ask what new discouraging things have happened that have made you doubt more? I&rsquo;m genuinely curious not trying to taunt or anything. Has there been new leaks or something? This is in </p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s nothing new, just new iterations of things we&rsquo;ve already been told were leaks.</p><p>Despite being a counselor, I am still a human (not a superhero). My feelings get frayed and worn down just like anyone else&rsquo;s. It&rsquo;s not nearly as bad as it was earlier this week, though. Not by a long shot. It just wasn&rsquo;t what I needed to be told tonight.</p>
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Question: <p>hi! i&rsquo;m not sure if you&rsquo;ve already given your thoughts on this, so i apologize if you&rsquo;ve been asked this before. i was just wondering what your take is on the power dynamic between vecna and the mind flayer. who do you think is in charge, so to speak? thanks!! &#129293;</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s a very interesting question. We don&rsquo;t even know the origins of the Mindflayer, so it&rsquo;s hard to tell. Was the Mindflayer already there when Peter became Vecna? If not, how did it get there? I always find it amusing that people scoff at it being Will&rsquo;s dark side when we don&rsquo;t know anything at all about it. </p><p>Dustin says that Vecna is the Mindflayer&rsquo;s general. He&rsquo;s often right about these sorts of things. That would seem to suggest that the Mindflayer is what made Peter into Vecna in the first place. But it begs the question of where Vecna has been all this time. Is he just now doing things himself because the Mindflayer is gone? </p><p>If this Vecna is inspired by the real D&amp;D Vecna, then he may also have taken over the Upside Down. One of Vecna&rsquo;s goals was to take over the Shadowfell, ruled by the Raven Queen. It&rsquo;s possible Vecna started off doing the Mindflayer&rsquo;s bidding, only to betray it when the opportunity arose. Vecna is a sociopath. He wouldn&rsquo;t work with anyone else unless it served his own goals. Vecna&rsquo;s goal is power. He wouldn&rsquo;t want to be subservient. </p><p>I almost wonder if there will need to be an Enemy Mine situation with the Mindflayer. Like, Will goes &ldquo;if I let you back in, will you save my friends?&rdquo;</p><p>It&rsquo;s a thought, anyway. I&rsquo;m sure people will be laughing at me and telling me what the leaks say will happen soon enough.</p>
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Question: <p>To be honest, I don't think the nagging voice in your head is entirely wrong or unwarranted. We still live in an extremely homophobic world. The signs, parallels, and creative choices are all right <i>there</i>, but it's also subtle enough (to the casual viewer, which is most) that they could always claim they "did their best", or worst case scenario "didn't mean it like that", as in S3, etc. M*lev*n is also an extremely popular ship. I love Byler, and as a gay person myself I do see myself and previous experiences in those two characters. Still&hellip; there's an overwhelming majority of people that think even one gay character is too much. I'm having fun here and I hope they do something with Will before the show ends, but I'm fully bracing myself for the Byler story in canon to be... lackluster and bait-y, to put it nicely, and for Will to continue to be the sad puppy. :/</p>
Answer: <p>I appreciate that you understand where I&rsquo;m coming from. </p><p>I simply don&rsquo;t understand what the point of Will&rsquo;s character is if this is the direction they&rsquo;re going. Are they simply trying to make straight people feel pity for the poor, sad gay boy? It&rsquo;s not like they can use this to build up to something else. This is literally all his character has been for 15 straight episodes, with a little bit of &ldquo;Mindflayer Detector&rdquo; thrown in. </p>
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Question: <p>Did something happen to make you super negative again or are you just going through the motions of every Byler shipper over the past week, where we swing from one side to other every 2 seconds? It&rsquo;s rough lol</p>
Answer: <p>A little of column A and a little of column B.</p><p>There&rsquo;s only so much discouraging stuff you can hear before it starts to affect you, even if you don&rsquo;t have a reason to believe it.</p><p>It&rsquo;s also a little bit of a &ldquo;too good to be true&rdquo; situation.</p><p>I suppose it&rsquo;s an appropriate, if cliche, metaphor, but it&rsquo;s like the swinging of a clock pendulum.</p>
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Question: <p>Yup. If Byler isn't happening, then the writers are assholes for going so all in on "Will likes Mike". Especially as they didn't treat Dustin the same way. He had his crush on Max, but he was allowed to move on and get his own perfect for him girlfriend. And Max always treated him normally! Why is Will different?</p>
Answer: <p>The simplest answer is probably that straight people don&rsquo;t know how to write gay characters. I shouldn&rsquo;t assume the writers are straight, but when your best representation is a lesbian (who supposedly wasn&rsquo;t originally planned to be a lesbian) with an undeveloped crush that goes nowhere and a maybe-gay boy who maybe-loves his best friend, then it doesn&rsquo;t exactly scream awareness.</p><p>The hard answer is probably that they painted themselves into a corner they couldn&rsquo;t get out of.</p>
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Question: <p>Oooh what were your cobra Kai ships? I&rsquo;m personally a Demetri/Eli truther </p>
Answer: <p>Binary Boyfriends for life.</p><p>It won&rsquo;t happen, but there&rsquo;s so much potential chemistry there.</p>
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Question: <p>ooo got any byler fanfic recs &#128064;</p>
Answer: <p>I can&rsquo;t think of any off the top of my head because I don&rsquo;t really follow authors. I just go scrolling through every now and then.</p><p>There was one I was reading a couple months ago or so with Paladin Mike and Cleric Will in a D&amp;D Ravenloft (I think) setting. It was pretty graphic, but very interesting. I guess an AU isn&rsquo;t exactly a Stranger Things fanfic, but I like the characters. I think the story was discontinued, though, because I stopped seeing updates. Naturally, I&rsquo;ve read A Dream Always the Same, which is always a good recommendation.</p>
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Question: <p>Isn't the conversation in Will's bedroom fascinating? To me Mike feels readable as *both* clueless about Will's feelings or as reciprocating. Will is so much easier (for me) to read that I find myself feeling that special, crushy hope on his behalf! It SO reminds me of being Will's age with a crush on a friend, and always trying to pick up "clues" about their feelings, etc. (Do I project much?) Do you think the scene can be viewed as more from either one's POV? I think its meaning changes if so.</p>
Answer: <p>I want to feel like Mike being readable that way is intentional. However, they&rsquo;re also being very careful to avoid going too far with &ldquo;the gay,&rdquo; even on Will&rsquo;s part. Between that and the &ldquo;its open to interpretation&rdquo; interviews, that nagging voice in the back of my mind is getting bolder.</p><p>It does remind me of my own experiences when I was around their age, though. I had a close friend I was crazy about, but he was very straight. However, as we got closer, he started to treat me in a way that I was confused as to how to interpret. He&rsquo;d pick me up, take me places, bring me coffee at school in the morning, etc. He was never trying to be anything more than a friend, though. The only difference between us and Mike and Will was my friend knew I was bi. We grew up, he got married (I was his best man&hellip;), eventually went our separate ways but stayed in touch&hellip;</p><p>I sort of wonder if they&rsquo;re trying to portray that sort of thing here with Will. You have the gay teen with his very close straight friend. Said straight friend treats the gay teen very differently from other people and does things that are easily misinterpreted as romantic. Meanwhile, the straight boy is just clumsy with feelings because of masculine gender norms and a struggling relationship with a girl.</p><p>That&rsquo;s going to be a punch in the balls if that happens, but your Ask made me think about that, and I can see it happening here.</p>
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Question: <p>are you interested in fanfic at all? byler fanfic?</p>
Answer: <p>I can&rsquo;t say I don&rsquo;t read fanfic anymore. Three years was a long time. There&rsquo;s some surprisingly well-written stuff out there. Not surprising in the sense that these people are so talented, but surprising in that people that talented are making fanfic instead of real books.</p><p>I also read Cobra Kai stuff, too.</p>
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Question: <p>How did you like the reveal that 001/Henry Creel was the demon that haunted his family? I was really disappointed by it, since it once again paints the "weird and quiet" kid as inherently evil and untrustworthy. Especially since we had so many things with El and the other kids/Eddie this season, about how they were targeted and bullied for being different. Like he just went "Society!! Clocks!! Marriage!!" as a twelve year old and murdered his family? It was such a weird scene. Do you think it is possible there will be more to it, e.g. his mother participating in some weird Brenner experiment, which is why they got the money and moved to Hawkins, or is this just wishful thinking</p>
Answer: <p>I was mostly fine with the reveal, except for the Peter bio being a total lie. There was nothing kind about him, especially when they reveal he was an absolute sociopath since he was a kid. I think it&rsquo;s a bit clumsy doing this &ldquo;these four characters are actually the same person&rdquo; thing, but, whatever. His sociopathy is a decent, if boring, explanation for his behavior, though. He lacks empathy. Anytime he is nice, it is because he is trying to manipulate someone for his own benefit. At no point did he really care about El. He just needed someone to help him get his revenge and escape. Perhaps he would have taken her on as an &ldquo;apprentice&rdquo; of sorts, but only because he thought he could influence her. He was more than happy to kill her when she refused.</p><p>It actually works as a nice contrast to how people have managed to defeat him, not to mention other Upside Down threats. It ultimately comes down to love, familial, romantic, or platonic. Vecna representing depression, despair, and trauma being defeated by love is a powerful message. In the end, I suppose it&rsquo;s not really the love that makes the difference, I guess. It&rsquo;s the hope that comes from accepting love from others. Vecna can&rsquo;t understand this. The only problem with this is that it conveniently negates the need for an explanation of why Henry was like that as a kid. It&rsquo;s probably going to come down to him just not being born with empathy.</p><p>The house was left to them by a relative, I think. Victor mentioned it when talking to Robin and Nancy.</p>
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Question: <p>What do you think the chances are of Eddie making it out of this season alive?</p>
Answer: <p>Good question. I&rsquo;d say chances of his death are probably high.</p><p>Eddie&rsquo;s big shame this season has been his cowardice. He already feels horrible about running away after Chrissy was killed. There&rsquo;s no way he could have been do anything to help her, but it still deeply affected him. I think this will motivate him to protect someone in volume 2, possibly with his life. It would represent a personal redemption for him, but it also might represent a redemption for the Hellfire Club, in general. </p><p>I&rsquo;d hate to see Eddie go. He&rsquo;s a real sheep in wolf&rsquo;s clothing, a gentle soul with a rough exterior designed to protect him from a hostile world. However, narratively speaking, I think it has a very good chance of happening.</p>
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Question: <p>I was rewatching ep 5 and what I noticed is that after Dustin goes &lsquo;we need Will&rsquo; Max then says &lsquo;I&rsquo;ve been trying to reach them all morning and it&rsquo;s the same busy signal&rsquo; </p><p>They have been trying to contact the Cali gang and let them know what&rsquo;s happening!! Unfortunately because they can&rsquo;t I fear as soon as they get into Hawkins Will or El are gonna get cursed and they&rsquo;ll have no idea what&rsquo;s going on!</p>
Answer: <p>We know that Vecna knows who El is. He may also know who Will is since he was in the Upside Down and a host for the Mindflayer. He probably doesn&rsquo;t know where they are, though.</p><p>I wonder if, by going into Max and Nancy&rsquo;s minds, he is able to learn where they are. Do you think his powers would reach all the way out there? If he finds out they&rsquo;re coming, he may decide to set a trap for one or both of them.</p><p>Also, let&rsquo;s appreciate this piece of information. Max has probably been keeping in touch with El. </p>
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Question: <p>I agree the fight had homophobe vibes. So did "it's not my fault you don't like girls!". We make excuses for him but most of the casual fans I talk to are interpreting it as Mike knows Will is gay and is uncomfortable with the crush. Some of them even think he was lying about Hawkins not being the same, because he felt guilty for being an ass and wanted to show their friendship still mattered. That he needed to friendzone Will for his own good but felt sorry for him when he got so upset.</p>
Answer: <p>Internalized homophobia is still homophobia.</p><p>Both of these moments come off of Will getting into arguments with Mike about how his intense focus on El leaves him alone and miserable. At no time does Will act like Mike should be spending all his time with him. He just hates how he gets nothing when El is around. </p><p>I reject that Mike is being homophobic here, though. When El isn&rsquo;t in the picture, he still has very tender, emotionally intimate moments with Will. The problem arises when Mike gets defensive and feels the need to overemphasize his relationship with El. </p><p>Saying it looks like Mike is just trying to make Will feel better later is ridiculous. It comes off like an immature, teenage read of the situation. There&rsquo;s nothing in Mike&rsquo;s tone or body language that suggests he&rsquo;s doing it out of guilt or obligation. We see him beating himself up for his behavior as early as the argument in the roller rink. At one point he deflates and looks like he wants to say something else. What he&rsquo;s doing to Will is hurting him almost as much as it&rsquo;s hurting Will.</p>
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Question: <p>You&rsquo;re totally right in saying Will was asking Mike in terms of friendship why he wasn&rsquo;t close to him anymore. Mike is the one who hears that and adds a romantic connotation to it by implying that him and Will are just friends, which is totally unnecessary because EVERYONE knows that. Also he says that he didn&rsquo;t write to him cause Will&rsquo;s not his girlfriend basically&hellip;like what??? So you don&rsquo;t write to your friends? Major projecting there from him tbh. </p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s absolutely projecting. Mike may or may not be understand these feelings, but he has them. Will gave him a reasonable question, but in a very ambiguous way. Mike reacting the way he did tells us more about him than it does Will.</p><p>It makes me wonder, now that I think about it, if the problem isn&rsquo;t so much Mike being stung by Will not reaching out as it is Mike deliberately distancing himself from Will because he realized just how deeply his feelings for Will went when he moved. He may have had that stupid teenage idea of &ldquo;if I don&rsquo;t talk to him, I&rsquo;ll get over it.&rdquo; Then he shows up in California, sees Will, and, well&hellip;</p><p>That sort of clashes with the evidence that Mike himself was worried about losing Will, though.</p>
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Question: <p>am I the only one who would&rsquo;ve preferred if Mike stayed with the Hawkins group for s4? I liked him best in ep 1 where he was with Dustin and Eddie. I feel that dynamic was the funniest but him in California instead was kind of boring and didn&rsquo;t do much for his character. And I feel like him not going would&rsquo;ve allowed more sibling bond time for Will, El, and Jonathan which I feel like they desperately needed and it would&rsquo;ve been cute to see.</p>
Answer: <p>He&rsquo;s not as funny in California because his emotions are all over the place. I would have liked more Byers sibling content, too, so hopefully we see more in volume 2.</p><p>This is important for Mike as a character. He&rsquo;s gotta get his shit together. He can&rsquo;t do that from Hawkins. </p>
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Question: <p>Don't you feel that fight in 4x02 has homophobic vibes? "She's my girlfriend Will" "we are friends" sounds like he knows Will is gay or has crush on him. But maybe i interpreted it wrong.</p>
Answer: <p>This is why Mike comes off as being overly defensive. Will asking &ldquo;And us?&rdquo; doesn&rsquo;t suggest that Will thinks of himself as Mike&rsquo;s boyfriend, even if he&rsquo;d like that. Will would probably never believe himself good enough.</p><p>No, Will is asking why, if Mike is willing to write so many letters to his girlfriend, he can&rsquo;t also write to his best friend. Will may not have thought Mike would ever love him, but he did think Mike cared deeply for him.</p><p>Mike insisting &ldquo;We&rsquo;re friends. We&rsquo;re friends.&rdquo; doesn&rsquo;t really come across as a dig at Will to me. It&rsquo;s more of Mike being deliberate at keeping Will at arm&rsquo;s length (while also keeping him within reach). </p><p>&ldquo;Then maybe you should&rsquo;ve reached out more&rdquo; tells me that Mike is feeling stung by Will not writing him, either. This is protective behavior. Mike is trying to change his dynamic with Will because he thinks Will found another party, and it hurts. It all reeks of &ldquo;I loved you, but you abandoned me&rdquo; on both sides.</p><p>I mean, if Mike really had a problem with Will because he knew or suspected he was gay, then the whole &ldquo;I guess I thought I lost you&rdquo; thing wouldn&rsquo;t make much sense.</p><p>Mike was as hurt as Will was. It&rsquo;s just harder to see because Mike has El, while Will had nobody. </p>
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Question: <p>Mike was definitely jealous of the painting, because why else would he straight away ask what's that after like 5 seconds of seeing him again. Why  else would he be all like cool and awkward WHY!!</p>
Answer: <p>he asked while trying to look like “not to care” about it 😭😭 he’s so down bad</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think we'd get Karen going through Mike's room now that most of the town thinks Hellfire Club is the one responsible for the towns misfortunes? She's clearly concerned and while that doesn't necessarily make it okay, I wonder if she'd try to find something to prove (to herself?) that Hellfire Club isn't what it seems. Or just try to find out exactly what's going on with him since she probably can't reach him and things are getting bad. I'm sure she knows it's not what it seems, but still.</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, I do expect more with Karen, to be honest. She has a damn poster made up for her, after all. </p><p>I don&rsquo;t think it&rsquo;s at all outside the realm of possibility that she goes through Mike&rsquo;s room looking for things. In this case, though, I think she may be looking for signs that he <i>is </i>in a cult. If someone is accusing her son of that sort of thing, then she&rsquo;s going to want some proof. I do think she&rsquo;ll be doing so with the hope that she finds nothing, though.</p><p>I sort of wonder what she might find while she&rsquo;s at it, though. *coughunsentletterscough*</p>
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Question: <p>so...if will got possessed by vecna and it didn't amount to anything like him having powers like el or something, wouldn't that just make him the sad gay kid who now got possessed and traumatized all over again?</p>
Answer: <p>Yes, but, at the very least, this could serve as a vehicle for him to come to terms with everything. He would quite literally be facing all of his trauma and, presumably, accepting and overcoming it. That&rsquo;s been how I&rsquo;ve incorporated powered Will into my theories for a long time, in that the Mindflayer is his dark side and he accepts it as part of who he is (like Brenner said), taking back control of the monsters. This idea can still be used even if Will doesn&rsquo;t have powers.</p><p>It&rsquo;s if even this doesn&rsquo;t happen that Will would be nothing more than the &ldquo;sad gay kid.&rdquo;</p>
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Question: <p>Have you ever wondered why Will or Joyce didn&rsquo;t help Eleven with her clothes a little bit? They had to know those outfits were a bit unconventional. </p>
Answer: <p>I mean, the only really unusual outfit she had was the one she wore to the airport and skating rink. Her wardrobe aside from that actually seemed to fit in quite well with the rest of the Byers family.</p><p>I suppose it could possibly feed into the same idea as Mike&rsquo;s outfit being more like a costume. El might also have been putting on a disguise, thinking it was something Mike would want. </p><p>Honestly, I don&rsquo;t really know where she got the idea to dress like that. I&rsquo;ve never really seen anything quite like it. I just figure it&rsquo;s about as ridiculous and unusual a choice of clothing as Mike&rsquo;s outfit was.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think maybe Finn, Noah and Millie don&rsquo;t know the answers to Will coming out because the Duffers filmed more than one scenario, so they&rsquo;ll find out whether its up to interpretation or not at the same time we do?</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s possible. They claimed a similar thing happened with their fight in season 3, but I was never sure I bought that excuse. Sure, they&rsquo;d do different takes where they try different things, but that whole fight was very charged to the point where nothing else would have seemed like it fit. Sure, film multiple scenarios to try and keep the real scene under wraps, but the actors should really know which one is real by the time it&rsquo;s all said and done. Unless the Duffers are intentionally trying to hide things from the actors themselves, then there&rsquo;s no way Finn doesn&rsquo;t already know how it plays out.</p>
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Question: <p>The black on the floor is probably a crash mat. For stunts. So, a fight or a fall in the pizza kitchen.</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t know how you guys can see it that well in the photo. Maybe my old man eyes are just getting worse. </p><p>I wonder what brings them to a Surfer Boy shop. I would hope they don&rsquo;t drive all the way back home after getting El. It&rsquo;s already kind of unrealistic for them to drive to Hawkins in the amount of time they have. </p><p>I mean, unless there does end up being a Gate in Lenora like the poster would suggest. If that&rsquo;s the case, then I wonder who dies.</p>
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Question: <p>Have you noticed how Will is treated when El is around vs when she's not around them? Idk why it is, do you have any ideas? I saw another byler point out that it's almost like they can't simultaneously exist in the same place and it does sort of feel that way. Any theories as to why? </p>
Answer: <p>I had pointed that out myself a long time ago, too. It always seemed odd to me that one would show up when the other was gone in the first two seasons. We do see them interact, though, as well as both of them interacting with characters in the same scenes. So, if they do somehow go with some explanation involved them not both actually being physically present at the same time, then I do think it will be confusing.</p><p>Right now, I&rsquo;m going with the idea that Will feels replaced by her. As a result, the narrative has him be ignored or treated badly whenever they are both present.</p>
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Question: <p>Any theories based on what Jamie said about the map thing? </p>
Answer: <p>Nothing of any particular detail, but I find it encouraging that he specifically mentioned having Will in the center. There isn&rsquo;t enough information in that interview to really say much more than that.</p>
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Question: <p>I've seen a few theories that the dnd game from earlier in the season is foreshadowing what will happen and now I'm really worried that Mike won't survive &#128557;&#128557;&#128531;</p>
Answer: <p>The D&amp;D sessions have always been hints in the past, but I wouldn&rsquo;t worry about Mike. His character didn&rsquo;t die. Being brought to 0 HP just knocks a character out. He&rsquo;d be more upset than he was if his character had died.</p><p>Also remember that his character was severely maimed juju zombies before lighting the room on fire, killing himself and Lucas&rsquo; character to win last season. </p><p>The parts of the campaign that interest me are that, of course, Vecna is the final boss, and that Dustin rolls an 11 and misses.</p>
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Question: <p>When Will was getting flayed, The Mind Flayer went through his eyes (not just his nose &amp; mouth). Do you think that has something to do with Vecna at all? (Or am I reading too much into this)</p>
Answer: <p>Your guess is as good as mine at this point. </p><p>I think it would be an interesting situation if there is a connection. What would it mean if Vecna triggered Will&rsquo;s neck sense? It was established before to be him sensing the presence of the Mindflayer. If he can get that feeling from Vecna, then it suggests that either Vecna and the Mindflayer are very closely connection (as in not a master and general relationship) or Will senses something other than specifically the Mindflayer.</p>
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Question: <p>hmm the black on the floor could be the void? But El is the only one that we can see use it, so I don't think it could be her on the table, but they normally film the void on a sound stage. It probably isn't anything too spoilerly? That blanket doesn't match any in the pizza van. All I know is, if they mainly focus on El when she rejoins the Cali Group after getting several episodes already dedicated to her I'll be a bit miffed.</p>
Answer: <p>So, this might be a bit ridiculous, but&hellip;</p><p>Could they have gone to Surfer Boy Pizza for some reason? The flour, the mixer&hellip; I dunno, just a thought. Maybe it&rsquo;s a chain, and they go to another location for some reason? It would be very weird for them to go back to Lenora, especially with the military probably still looking for them.</p><p>Yeah, El being rescued and totally taking over the California arc would be annoying. She did just get a metric ton of development all to herself. </p><p>That said, this is exactly what I think will happen. Up until they reach Hawkins, at least.</p>
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Question: <p>Longtime fan, first time commenter... and I say this with complete kindness, but I've seen you say how mad you'll be if Mike doesn't end up being in love with Will. I hate to see someone who enjoys a show end up not liking it if it meant to someone for so long. Maybe, and again, not being rude, but maybe your interpretations of Mike's actions over the years have been mistaken? I understand how you feel, and I completely understand the disappointment if Byler doesn't happen. I just hate to see someone turn on the show they used to love. Maybe the Duffers didn't have the same vision as you? There's nothing wrong with someone's interpretations of someone's actions. All thoughts are valid if a statement about said actions isn't flat out made. Anyways, I hope you still like the show if what you hope to happen doesn't pan out. Not trying to bring you down! </p>
Answer: <p>Wow, my very first &ldquo;first time, long time!&rdquo; This actually has me feeling like I&rsquo;ve &ldquo;made it&rdquo; somehow.</p><p>My feelings for this show are surprisingly complex considering I only started watching it when it came out because my friends told me I&rsquo;d love the 80s nostalgia and D&amp;D references. I didn&rsquo;t even start to think Mike and Will could be a thing until season two, even if I did think it was a cute idea based on their interactions in season 1.</p><p>Really what it boils down to me is what is their vision vs how I&rsquo;ve come to interpret the show. I always thought things were heading to a conclusion that includes a beautiful gay love story that featured all of the pain, confusion, and, ultimately, love and acceptance that come from going through all of this in rural Indiana in the 80s. I figured the supernatural stuff was there to have all the characters go through so much that they accept their friends with the idea of, &ldquo;well, we been through stranger things together.&rdquo;</p><p>What the show may well end up being, though, is a visually impressive, meticulously detailed, and high quality story with a simple, repeating framework. Crazy, scary stuff happens, regular people investigate it because someone they know is connected to it, they fail horribly, El saves the day. Details aside, that does seem to be the general plot each season. </p><p>Oh, and for some reason, there&rsquo;s a maybe gay kid who maybe loves his best friend. That&rsquo;s where my frustrations come in. Why is Will there and why are they doing this if there&rsquo;s no intent for him to be happy with Mike? If Mike doesn&rsquo;t love Will, then why is their friendship framed so that it seems like Mike can&rsquo;t bear to be apart from him? Is it all just to make Will tragically be led to believe he has a chance? Why even bother if the character is meaningless, anyway? It&rsquo;s been going on for three seasons now with no resolution, yet I&rsquo;m supposed to think it&rsquo;ll end badly for Will?</p><p>I would take that personally. It&rsquo;s building up a character to seem gay over several seasons, specifically due to his feelings for one other character, but it just ends with him either being devastated or swallowing his tears in order to be happy for Mike being with El? I&rsquo;d feel just as led on as Will was if they did that. I&rsquo;d also feel like several story moments that seemed big were only put in there for this cheap tearjerker of a side story.</p><p>Everyone is entitled to their own opinion. This just happens to be mine. </p>
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Question: <p>Do you think Dustin's "God, we need Will." was not only referring to his artistic skills but also to Will's supernatural involvement and to him being the one that they need in order to put an end to the supernatural terrors in Hawkins? I would certainly hope so.</p>
Answer: <p>I hope so, too. However, it gives me a headache sometimes to try and rationalize Will&rsquo;s importance after 15 straight episodes where he barely mattered (in regards to the main plot, I mean). There&rsquo;s playing the long game, but then there&rsquo;s whatever the hell this is. What they must have told Noah to get him to not only stay on, but be this excited about the show, is beyond me.</p><p>He <i>should </i>still be important. It makes a hell of a lot of sense. What remains to be seen is whether or not he is.</p>
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Question: <p>What do you think about Will Byers getting powers and becoming a villain? I can see it happening</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t know what to think about Will these days. Every time I see something that makes me think he&rsquo;ll be important to the story, I get people tearing me down, telling me how wrong I am. </p><p>I don&rsquo;t think Will as a villain would work. They&rsquo;ve already sort of done that in season 2. Maybe they could have El be a sort of villain? Like, maybe her powers come back, but they&rsquo;re so strong she loses control? I dunno. I don&rsquo;t want her as a villain, either, but at least it wouldn&rsquo;t be a repeat like with Will.</p><p>Honestly, I don&rsquo;t know what the Duffer Bros pitch for post-season 2 Will was.</p><p>Netflix: Ok, so, Will! He&rsquo;s been pretty connected to everything, so far. What do you have planned for him next?</p><p>Duffers: Well, we&rsquo;re going to take it easy on Will. He&rsquo;s been through a lot. So, this season, we&rsquo;re going to have Will kinda tag along and ask his friends to play D&amp;D all the time even though they all are in relationships now.</p><p>Netflix: Uh&hellip;ok. But Mike! Mike will understand. He and Will were so close last season.</p><p>Duffers: Ok, this is going to be fun. Mike is going to get into a fight with Will and tell him it&rsquo;s not his fault Will doesn&rsquo;t like girls!</p><p>Netflix: &hellip;oh! So you&rsquo;re going to have Will go through a gay coming of age story?</p><p>Duffers: Well, I guess you could interpret it that way, if you want. Really, he&rsquo;s just not ready to grow up.</p><p>Netflix: I&hellip;what? Well, whatever. He&rsquo;s still got some freak Upside Down stuff going on, right?</p><p>Duffers: You bet! Anytime the Mindflayer is near, Will is going to grab his neck and tell everyone.</p><p>Netflix: Cool! And?</p><p>Duffers: And what?</p><p>Netflix: Well, what else?</p><p>Duffers: Nothing, that&rsquo;s it. El takes care of the rest, of course.</p><p>Netflix: &hellip;</p><p>Duffers: Then El moves in with the Byers and they move away.</p><p>Netflix: Ah, ok, I see. Mike has trouble figuring out who he misses more, right?</p><p>Duffers: &hellip;no? He misses El. He calls Will a couple of times, but, eh.</p><p>Netflix: What?</p><p>Duffers: And El lost her powers.</p><p>Netflix: I get it! Will becomes important again in order to take care of whatever is happening.</p><p>Duffers: No? El gets her powers back. Will mopes around for a while, but then he helps out.</p><p>Netflix: Yeah?!</p><p>Duffers: Yup. See, Mike has been having trouble telling El he loves her. She leaves to get her powers back, hoping to become the person Mike would love.</p><p>Netflix: Ah! While they&rsquo;re apart they realize that they weren&rsquo;t good together, right? </p><p>Duffers: No, of course not! Will talks to Mike and helps him realize that he has to get over his fear of telling her he loves her. </p><p>Netflix: And&hellip;Will is just ok with this?</p><p>Duffers: Well, he&rsquo;s a bit sad about it, but that&rsquo;s up to the audience to decide.</p><p>Netflix: And he doesn&rsquo;t have anymore connections to the Upside Down.</p><p>Duffers: We might bring back the neck thing, but, no.</p><p>Netflix: &hellip;</p><p>Duffers: &hellip;</p><p>Netflix: Then&hellip;then why is he even there?</p><p>Duffers: Who knows.</p><p>Netflix: Sigh&hellip;ok, when does the season take place?</p><p>Duffers: Late March.</p><p>Netflix: Aha! I see. It&rsquo;s going to involve Will&rsquo;s birthday!</p><p>Duffers: Huh?</p><p>Netflix: Will&rsquo;s birthday. It&rsquo;s March 22nd, isn&rsquo;t it?</p><p>Duffers: Who knows. Is that a fan theory?</p><p>Netflix: Just&hellip;just get us our money.</p>
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Question: <p>Wait wasn't the reason Will went missing first just because he lived close to the lab? Seems like the demogorgon was only going after people in that area (Will, Barb, those two hunters named Dale and Henry I think.) And I don't think that blood was the main reason it attacked people because I doubt both those hunters were bleeding right? Plus the demodogs went after people who weren't bleeding in season 2. Or am I wrong?</p>
Answer: <p>The demogorgon didn&rsquo;t exclusively go after bleeding people, but it was able to be lured, regardless of where it was, through blood. Barb was attacked very quickly after cutting herself, and Jonathan and Nancy set their trap by cutting themselves. </p><p>What makes Will&rsquo;s situation curious isn&rsquo;t just that he wasn&rsquo;t bleeding. The demogorgon also stalked him, but without any of the immediate brutality it has shown before. Almost all of its victims were very quickly dispatched. Jonathan and Nancy survived only because of their trap, and even that barely worked. </p><p>There&rsquo;s also the matter of the demogorgon calmly sliding open the lock on the Byers front door. Besides that not being a power it&rsquo;s been shown to have elsewhere, it was also not consistent with its behavior. The demogorgon would sooner attempt to break through the door or window. They never did explain how Will got away after he was cornered in the shed, either. </p><p>With Will, the goal seemed to be to capture him, not kill him. Why?</p>
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Question: <p>My guess is that Vecna will go after Will, El and Nancy but that doesn&rsquo;t mean he won&rsquo;t stop trying to get everyone even if they&rsquo;re saved&hellip;so that could explain why he could potentially get Max again. Maybe she stopped listening to music or she slipped up with something (we shall see) and he was able to come for her again. I assume all characters have to be on their guard until he&rsquo;s defeated. However I don&rsquo;t understand why people think that Vecna getting Max again means no other character gets Tranced when it&rsquo;s shown he comes for multiple people. It also doesn&rsquo;t mean that El is the only one who will save the day, imo it will come down to more than her. Like it&rsquo;s funny how people come to these conclusions from 3 words in a magazine article pertaining to Max??? </p>
Answer: <p>That would be fine. It would even up the danger since it would be very difficult for the other Party members to save them if they were all being threatened at once.</p><p>However, look at how at least one person got at the suggestion that Will gets Tranced. It would be &ldquo;redundant.&rdquo; God forbid the character be allowed to do more than be a sad, gay kid with a Mindflayer alarm.</p><p>Seriously, do people really not see why Will would be an ideal target for Vecna?</p>
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Question: <p>Wait wasn't the reason Will went missing first just because he lived close to the lab? Seems like the demogorgon was only going after people in that area (Will, Barb, those two hunters named Dale and Henry I think.) And I don't think that blood was the main reason it attacked people because I doubt both those hunters were bleeding right? Plus the demodogs went after people who weren't bleeding in season 2. Or am I wrong?</p>
Answer: <p>The demogorgon didn&rsquo;t exclusively go after bleeding people, but it was able to be lured, regardless of where it was, through blood. Barb was attacked very quickly after cutting herself, and Jonathan and Nancy set their trap by cutting themselves. </p><p>What makes Will&rsquo;s situation curious isn&rsquo;t just that he wasn&rsquo;t bleeding. The demogorgon also stalked him, but without any of the immediate brutality it has shown before. Almost all of its victims were very quickly dispatched. Jonathan and Nancy survived only because of their trap, and even that barely worked. </p><p>There&rsquo;s also the matter of the demogorgon calmly sliding open the lock on the Byers front door. Besides that not being a power it&rsquo;s been shown to have elsewhere, it was also not consistent with its behavior. The demogorgon would sooner attempt to break through the door or window. They never did explain how Will got away after he was cornered in the shed, either. </p><p>With Will, the goal seemed to be to capture him, not kill him. Why?</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 685900074405019648
Date: 2022-06-01 23:14:44 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685900074405019648
Slug: i-dont-think-nancy-is-in-the-typical-trance
Reblog key: eRKfiw6O
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I don't think Nancy is in the typical "trance" like the other victims. She didn't see the clock or get headaches or nightmares for a week like everyone else. I think Vecna sensed her in the upside down and used that opportunity to show her his past. Seemed like he wanted her to know the truth about him.</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s not a typical trance, no, but he knew enough about Nancy to know where to send her. Nancy&rsquo;s biggest trauma is &ldquo;letting&rdquo; Barb die. </p><p>We have no reason to think Vecna needs to use the clocks. It&rsquo;s really just part of his method for unsettling his victims, along with giving them mini-trances before the real thing. They need to be weak, ready to give up, in order for him to finally strike. I&rsquo;m still convinced that he&rsquo;s using other people&rsquo;s bad memories to empower himself. Peter implied that the other kids are still with him, pointing to his head.</p><p>With Nancy, he seems to have noticed that these teens are a potential threat. He was able to spot them in the Upside Down when they left the Wheeler house. While showing her his past seems foolish, and will almost certainly be his undoing (El will know that Vecna is 001), he may think he can sufficiently scare her into defeat with it. I honestly can&rsquo;t see any benefit to him doing that otherwise. It has too much potential to be a stupid villain moment if it was just braggadocio. </p>
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Question: <p>"I figured it was because there was no real way to know when he&rsquo;d strike again." Do you mean strike someone else? Because the music is definitely just for Max. That's why it's her favorite song over and over. Remember when she said something about how she had trouble sleeping because "People kept putting headphones with music blasting over her ears." He's 100% still trying to get her</p>
Answer: <p>No, I mean there&rsquo;s no way for them to know when he&rsquo;d try for her again. They have to keep the music going because the trances come without warning.</p><p>Vecna attacked both Patrick and Nancy since his attempt on Max, and there&rsquo;s no evidence that he can target multiple people at once.</p><p>The music also isn&rsquo;t &ldquo;just for Max.&rdquo; That particular song is, but it was established by Victor that music is what can pull people from the trance. The &ldquo;voice of an angel&rdquo; as he put it. If they need to use the headphones for Nancy, they could always pop in a different tape. To be fair, how they&rsquo;d have Nancy&rsquo;s favorite song handy, or even know what it is, would be a mystery.</p><p>I&rsquo;ve noticed the people insisting that the Trance plot is just for Max haven&rsquo;t really been bringing up Nancy&rsquo;s predicament at all.</p>
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Question: <p>So apparently they're still writing, filming, and editing Vol. 2. I'm conflicted on how to feel about that but do you think this gives some hope? Because maybe they looked into fan reactions so far and are taking that into account. </p>
Answer: <p>Volume 2 comes out in 30 days. There&rsquo;s no way they&rsquo;re still editing it, let alone writing or filming it. They wouldn&rsquo;t be able to guarantee a release date if it was still in production. </p><p>If this is based on an interview, keep in mind that many of them may have been done quite a while ago.</p>
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Question: <p>What I really want an answer to is why Will was the first one that was targeted, why was he the first one to go missing? There has to be a reason behind it, hopefully in vol 2 he becomes a significant character in defeating Vecna, with all the parallels and references between them he must be a key player but I&rsquo;m scared he&rsquo;ll be sidelined again. I love El don&rsquo;t get me wrong but it would be satisfying to see Will who has been targeted and taken by the upside down, defeat them. I don&rsquo;t think it&rsquo;ll happen though.</p>
Answer: <p>Well, if you listen to a certain segment of the fanbase, Will isn&rsquo;t important at all. He was just a plot device for season 1 that they followed up with in season 2. These people think Will&rsquo;s story has diminished now because the writers have no idea what to do with him now. If that were the case, and I were the actor, I&rsquo;d be rather pissed. It would be really hard for me to get excited to continue with or promote the show. </p><p>Fortunately, I&rsquo;m not one of those people who think that. I&rsquo;m just not sure what sort of game the writers are playing with him. I think this has run its course and needs to come to fruition now. We need to find out why he was taken, how he was able to survive, why he was considered a valuable host, and, then, why all of that suddenly stopped.</p><p>Sometimes I do worry, though, that Millie&rsquo;s breakout star status caused a change of plans. That they originally had big plans for Will, but increasingly shifted things over to El, whom they claimed was originally slated to die at the end of season 1. I&rsquo;m glad she survived to continue the story, but it shouldn&rsquo;t come at the expense of other characters.</p>
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Question: <p>Max is listening to music on repeat to keep Vecna at bay. I&rsquo;m betting at some point she runs out of batteries or something (lol) and then he gets her. I&rsquo;m assuming he can go after multiple people at once. </p>
Answer: <p>I figured it was because there was no real way to know when he&rsquo;d strike again.</p><p>Vecna getting her again because the batteries died would be a rather lame thing to have happen. Maybe it&rsquo;s because they have to give the headphones to Nancy? </p>
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Question: <p>I haven't seen anyone mention this, but when El said "I am still best at Math" in her letter to Mike, she was lying about that too. She gets an F in Math the same episode &#129402;</p>
Answer: <p>It might still be her best work, comparatively speaking. It&rsquo;s possible that it was a particularly bad test for her, but, yeah, I agree that it stands out considering what she put in the letter.</p><p>That teacher&rsquo;s reaction is pretty bad if she&rsquo;s been struggling all year, too. Like, what the hell are you doing to help her?</p>
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Question: <p>I love Max but she gets a huge storyline every single season</p>
Answer: <p>I wouldn&rsquo;t say she had a huge storyline before, but, yeah, she was very much involved in both of her previous seasons. It&rsquo;s never been anything I&rsquo;ve had an issue with, but it does show the inconsistency in character usage. When compared to Will, who used to be very important, but now barely gets anything related to the plot, it&rsquo;s very glaring.</p>
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Question: <p>(In regards to Max and Vecna) I&rsquo;m pretty sure the curse just continues until the victims die. So he&rsquo;s not going to &ldquo;stop&rdquo; just because she&rsquo;s being difficult. I&rsquo;m pretty sure we&rsquo;re supposed to assume the curse can&rsquo;t be stopped. </p>
Answer: <p>He&rsquo;s shown scanning through the town looking for someone at one point (Patrick? I can&rsquo;t remember.). He&rsquo;s actively seeking them out and plaguing them. It&rsquo;s not some sort of automatic process. </p><p>I suppose the connection could be taking a toll on her, but he&rsquo;s not constantly tormenting her. At the end of volume 1, he&rsquo;s seemingly focused on Nancy. That&rsquo;s notable in itself in that he&rsquo;s taking a much more direct approach with her. No clock, no slow build up.</p>
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Question: <p>Also, I know everyone hates the idea of Joyce forgetting Will's birthday, but another piece of evidence is Murray getting annoyed when Joyce says "where the hell were you?" The way he tells her "I have karate from 1-3 on Fridays" sounds like he's told her before, and she forgot. Suggesting Joyce doesn't remember it's Friday. And when Joyce tells the boys she's going on a business trip, Mike says "Tomorrow?" and sounds surprised. Bet Ted has never taken a business trip on a Sunday.</p>
Answer: <p>Hm, that&rsquo;s a possibility. I took it to mean that Joyce just wasn&rsquo;t thinking about Murray&rsquo;s personal life at the time. </p><p>But, come on, to lose track of time so much that you forget your youngest son&rsquo;s birthday? That&rsquo;s a bit much for a woman who has always made sure to do her best for her kids.</p><p>It also doesn&rsquo;t excuse everyone else. Is Jonathan really that stoned that he doesn&rsquo;t know what day it is? </p><p>And if Mike knew it was Saturday, then that doesn&rsquo;t look good for him, either.</p>
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Question: <p>The SFX article mentioned max at the snowball being afraid of a balloon popping behind her. I&rsquo;m sure this relates to the spoilers about her being in a coma. And El has to be the one to save her and stop Vecna right? The whole reason Brenner/Owens used the Nina tank was so she would remember how to defeat vecna since she did it before and she&rsquo;s the only one who can (plus get her powers back.) </p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t have any issue with Max getting this expanded role. I think it has worked very well, and Sadie has done a wonderful job with it. </p><p>However, from a story standpoint, it makes me scratch my head. Vecna tried to get her, but failed. He has other potential victims, so why keep going after one who has proven to be troublesome? It&rsquo;s also a sudden change from anything Vecna has done before. The trances may look like comas, but they only occur while Vecna is actively weakening his victims for the kill. He does that by tormenting them with painful memories. </p><p>Naturally, I&rsquo;d also be upset at Will being ignored. He&rsquo;d be the perfect victim, with all his trauma, plus Vecna may well know who he is. It also would raise questions as to why Noah was at the roller rink wearing Will&rsquo;s final outfit.</p><p>I still take issue with the fact that this magazine had info on such a late-season moment, too.</p>
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Question: <p>More foreshadowing for people forgetting Will's birthday - in episode one Miss Kelly says Max missed her appointment, and Max says she "forgot it was Thursday". She forgot what day of the week it was, the day before Will's birthday. Max's depression made her lose track of time. In the same episode Mike loses track of time and is almost late for school. Paralleling the two characters.</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, that&rsquo;s quite possible. I just don&rsquo;t know how they&rsquo;d justify so many people forgetting Will&rsquo;s birthday without making it hard for Will, or the audience, to forgive them.</p>
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Question: <p>I really don't see Will or anyone else in the party being tranced because at that point it's going to become super repetitive. I think Max is going to be taken by Vecna again (based on the spoilers of her at the snowball from that SFX article) and Eleven is going to have to use her powers to get inside her head to save her. Then I'm sure Vecna will try to trance El while it's happening in order to stop her.</p>
Answer: <p>Peter established that it is memories that make you sad and mad that brings him power, at least in his experience. He tells this to El to get her to become stronger, and he may well have been doing it to the others. Then he later preys on Hawkins residents with painful traumatic memories.</p><p>He&rsquo;s using <i>their</i> memories to become stronger.</p><p>For the Snowball to be one of those memories, it would have to be seen as painful by the person remembering it. Max very much enjoyed the Snowball.</p><p>In fact, pretty much everyone had a good time at the Snowball by the end, even Dustin since he got to dance with Nancy.</p><p>The only one who <i>didn&rsquo;t</i> is Will. That night would not be a fun memory for him.</p><p>The idea that they&rsquo;d introduce a villain who forces people to face their painful memories, amplifies them, then feeds on them is pointless if you ignore the one character whose pain has been hinted at but not addressed.</p><p>Will has been mostly keeping it all to himself for a long time.</p><p>Every smile you fake.</p>
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Question: <p>I really don't see Will or anyone else in the party being tranced because at that point it's going to become super repetitive. I think Max is going to be taken by Vecna again (based on the spoilers of her at the snowball from that SFX article) and Eleven is going to have to use her powers to get inside her head to save her. Then I'm sure Vecna will try to trance El while it's happening in order to stop her.</p>
Answer: <p>Peter established that it is memories that make you sad and mad that brings him power, at least in his experience. He tells this to El to get her to become stronger, and he may well have been doing it to the others. Then he later preys on Hawkins residents with painful traumatic memories.</p><p>He&rsquo;s using <i>their</i> memories to become stronger.</p><p>For the Snowball to be one of those memories, it would have to be seen as painful by the person remembering it. Max very much enjoyed the Snowball.</p><p>In fact, pretty much everyone had a good time at the Snowball by the end, even Dustin since he got to dance with Nancy.</p><p>The only one who <i>didn&rsquo;t</i> is Will. That night would not be a fun memory for him.</p><p>The idea that they&rsquo;d introduce a villain who forces people to face their painful memories, amplifies them, then feeds on them is pointless if you ignore the one character whose pain has been hinted at but not addressed.</p><p>Will has been mostly keeping it all to himself for a long time.</p><p>Every smile you fake.</p>
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Question: <p>Okay, I just want to say isn't the monologue supposed to be ominous?Like isn't that what we've heard about it? How does that fit the theme of it being about how much mike loves El? </p><p>I could be remembering wrong, obviously &#128517; I probably am</p>
Answer: <p>I believe all we know about the monologue is that Finn was stated to have done it near the end of production, and it was mentioned in the same interview where we were told that we were getting a more emotional Mike Wheeler this season.</p><p>Honestly, I don&rsquo;t think we&rsquo;ve seen a more emotional Mike, yet. We&rsquo;ve definitely seen this level of emotion from him before. So, I can only imagine the best is yet to come.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 685808851976601600
Date: 2022-05-31 23:04:48 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685808851976601600
Slug: i-feel-like-everyone-may-be-setting-themselves-up
Reblog key: 6duepl0K
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I feel like everyone may be setting themselves up for disappointment by getting carried away with Jamie&rsquo;s comment.</p>
Answer: <p>What would <i><b>we </b></i>know about setting ourselves up for disappointment?</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 685808438609149952
Date: 2022-05-31 22:58:13 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685808438609149952
Slug: i-have-the-opposite-take-on-steve-and-nancy-i
Reblog key: Q7giIKjn
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I have the opposite take on Steve and Nancy - I think it would show sometimes people need to change and grow before they can be together. This season is all about couples who weren't ready or had bad timing before - Joyce wasn't ready to go on that date, Max wasn't ready to let Lucas in, Stancy weren't being their true selves. Meanwhile, Mike isn't ready to face his feelings for Will, and Byler have bad timing (El returning, the Byers leaving, all that.) I think the pattern is promising.</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, it&rsquo;s true that sometimes need to grow while apart before they can get together again. However, part of that is addressing the issues that made it not work in the first place.</p><p>Steve and Nancy have not done that. They&rsquo;re simply ignoring it. It&rsquo;s sad to think about, but, perhaps, Nancy being reminded of Barb&rsquo;s death in her trance will remind her of why she left Steve in the first place.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, steve harrington, nancy wheeler

Post id: 685808275506266112
Date: 2022-05-31 22:55:38 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685808275506266112
Slug: personally-i-dont-see-a-rainbow-spacecraft
Reblog key: pDi2yNtD
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Personally, I don't see a rainbow spacecraft there. But I'm not as smart as you are, so maybe you can assimilate this information better than me.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1242" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ea7a468926874614e16bbfcd3c2802ef/51dd0911f236d3a1-f2/s640x960/9d5a3af9bf35b40e6f65e4f9458442b2d792f105.jpg" data-orig-height="1242" data-orig-width="720"></figure></div>
Answer: <p>I mean, it&rsquo;s curious. It&rsquo;s not a &ldquo;rainbow ship&rdquo; as Joyce described it, though it is a multicolored spaceship-looking playground structure. I also think the name Henry appearing behind Will in that classroom scene is pretty interesting. The post itself seems to be a jumble of different thoughts that someone tried to tie together. I can&rsquo;t say I trust the method they used to do so, but the individual pieces of information are interesting.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t want to draw any conclusions based off of this, but it&rsquo;s worth a notice just in case more evidence pops up.</p>
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Question: <p>(in a loving way) ur posts give me whiplash</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, me too.</p><p>I&rsquo;m ordinarily pretty mild mannered. However, I&rsquo;m a surprisingly emotional guy once something reaches my threshold.</p><p>Sorry. I&rsquo;ll try to keep things under control.</p><p>Today was a much more positive day, though.</p>
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Question: <p>Did Noah ever confirm he's straight or something? Last I checked he's a teen. He could end up being anything. So not sure why people are moaning about how he's a 'straight guy playing gay who doesn't know anything about being queer'. Where did all that come from?</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t know anything about that. In my opinion, that&rsquo;s a personal matter that he&rsquo;s not under any obligation to share with the public. I also don&rsquo;t follow the actors in their personal lives.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t know if this is coming off of his recent interview. I know I had an issue with him saying Will&rsquo;s sexuality is up to interpretation. If I suggested that I thought it was because he couldn&rsquo;t understand it because he&rsquo;s straight, then I apologize. It is a heteronormative response, but that isn&rsquo;t an issue that exclusively influences straight people.</p><p>I mean, one can&rsquo;t really say he&rsquo;s a straight person who doesn&rsquo;t know anything about being queer. He&rsquo;s doing quite a good job portraying the issues that went along with being LGBT in the 80s.</p>
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Question: <p>What if in season 1 Will wasn&rsquo;t just chased by a demogorgon but also by Peter ? Maybe that&rsquo;s why the door opened like that &#129335;&#127996;&zwj;&#9792;&#65039;( because Peter used his telekinesis??) On the other hand he is stuck in the upside down so idk how that should work but he also killed people while being in the upside down ( btw that was just a random thought I don&rsquo;t think I am right with that ) Sorry for my bad English. I hope you have a great day </p>
Answer: <p>Whoa. There&rsquo;s some possibilities there.</p><p>Like, what if the Demogorgon chased Will, but Peter was manipulating things the entire time. The Demogorgon has been portrayed as a feral beast. We never see it using telekinesis or anything when it attacks. </p><p>So was Peter continuously opening the way to get Will in a position to enter the Upside Down? Was Will somehow a target the entire time instead of being in the wrong place at the wrong time?</p><p>I&rsquo;m still convinced there has to be a reason Will was captured instead of eaten. </p><p>Maybe we&rsquo;ll find out in volume 2.</p>
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Question: <p>This doesn't have anything to do with the current drama, but I just finished Vol 1 and had a question.when Chrissy was introduced as a popular cheerleader with a basketball star as her boyfriend, and her leaving the guidance counselors office crying &amp; holding her stomach and then puking, I thought she was pregnant. But they never brought it up again and said that both her and the other kid had been through traumas. So did she have an eating disorder? or am i just dumb lol</p>
Answer: <p>The implication is that Chrissy had Bulimia. You could hear Vecna tormenting her in the bathroom using her mother&rsquo;s voice. The voice mentioned altering a dress so it fit better and also called her a fat pig or something similar. </p><p>Chrissy either had a weight problem when she was younger, or her mother was so terrible that she made Chrissy think she had a weight problem.</p>
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Question: <p>Could someone link that interview?</p>
Answer: <p class="npf_link" data-npf='{"type":"link","url":"https://variety.com/2022/tv/news/stranger-things-will-byers-sexuality-noah-schnapp-millie-bobby-brown-1235281210/","display_url":"https://variety.com/2022/tv/news/stranger-things-will-byers-sexuality-noah-schnapp-millie-bobby-brown-1235281210/","title":"‘Stranger Things’ Stars Noah Schnapp and Millie Bobby Brown on Will’s Sexuality: ‘It’s Up to the Audience’s Interpretation’","description":"SPOILER ALERT: This story discusses plot points of Season 4 of “Stranger Things,” currently streaming on Netflix. With 16 main characters, a","site_name":"Variety","poster":[{"media_key":"f7d8378944da6e2d3060a499aa639a89:14a33e1781c9671a-e4","type":"image/jpeg","width":1001,"height":563}]}'><a href="https://variety.com/2022/tv/news/stranger-things-will-byers-sexuality-noah-schnapp-millie-bobby-brown-1235281210/" target="_blank">‘Stranger Things’ Stars Noah Schnapp and Millie Bobby Brown on Will’s Sexuality: ‘It’s Up to the Audience’s Interpretation’</a></p>
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Question: <p>so i haven't read the interview in its entirety because honestly, i don't want to upset myself more than this whole thing already has. but is it possible that they meant will's sexuality is only "up for interpretation" in volume 1?? it's still a shit way to word things &amp; very unnecessarily misleading, but it would make a lot more sense to me tbh</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;d be more willing to go with that explanation if they didn&rsquo;t gush about how great it was that they didn&rsquo;t have to put a label on Will&rsquo;s sexuality.</p><p>They&rsquo;re legit making Will sound &ldquo;confused.&rdquo;</p>
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Question: <p>I am so fucking dissapointed.</p><p>I'm thinking of not watching Vol. 2 entirely. I was so excited for Vol 2 originally, because I thought with all the build up we were receiving it would lead to something bigger like a coming out scene, but this is not what I expected at all. It just proves that the Duffers are cowards. Do they know how much this could change the future of their show? How much it could influence other writers to not be scared to say the word "gay"? Shit, they probably think that having Vickie (who probably only has 3 minutes of screentime, overall!) as a love interest for Robin would justify the inclusivity of LGBT rep. And yeah, that's awesome, but that means they don't feel the need to give Will and explicit term. Everything leading up to his sexuality reveal is ambiguous, and can really only be seen through queer people themselves or through people who pick apart the show. People are still calling Will straight. Not having a definite label is downright stupid.  </p>
Answer: <p>Agreed. If they choose to go with &ldquo;no labels&rdquo; then there will be people still saying Will is straight, just not ready for romance yet. It&rsquo;ll be even worse after they&rsquo;ve cranked up the &ldquo;hints&rdquo; to the point that it became obvious that Will is in love with Mike. </p><p>Keep in mind, yeah, we have Robin for representation, too, but her personal story arc is how she found the girl of her dreams but can&rsquo;t ask her out. It&rsquo;s also unlikely we&rsquo;ll see Vickie again for any resolution there since she&rsquo;s just a guest character.</p><p>If I thought I had anything resembling that kind of influence, I&rsquo;d be calling for a boycott of volume 2 until we got some kind of clarification.</p>
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Question: <p>i have so many questions for the writers cause how on earth do you go from 2 solid seasons of sharp writing, only to completely fumble the bag by REPEATING AN ARC YOU ALREADY ATTEMPTED AT THE PREVIOUS SEASON?</p><p>it's reductive of all of their characters if you just attempt at the confession again because it makes no sense and that was established this volume ONLY TO BE FORGOTTEN?</p><p>it's like they used up all that sharp writing for episode 4 this season and completely gave up after. it's so frustrating this time around cause this is the only time they acknowledged these elements of will's character only to say it's up to interpretation??? it's just lazy and i'm tired. </p>
Answer: <p>Honestly, if that interview and that leak are at all accurate, then what we&rsquo;re getting will be horrible. I&rsquo;d be confused as to what the cast was talking about because there&rsquo;s nothing beautiful about this.</p><p>This is the entirety of Will&rsquo;s character at this point. We were all happy that it looked like that he&rsquo;d at least overcome his trauma and be happy with Mike. But, if all this is right, he&rsquo;s just going to be a inconsequential character who you can interpret as gay if you want.</p><p>And all of this after the surprisingly blatant marketing hyping up Will&rsquo;s feelings for Mike? What&rsquo;s the point of Will&rsquo;s painting? This isn&rsquo;t a &ldquo;true friends&rdquo; storyline. The Party is a &ldquo;true friends&rdquo; storyline. This is a &ldquo;true love&rdquo; storyline, and if they pull back on it now, then they&rsquo;re just cowards.</p><p>Don&rsquo;t be cowards, Duffers.</p>
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Question: <p>happy pride month?</p>
Answer: <p>Sarcastic comment because we&rsquo;re getting all of this so close to June.</p>
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Question: <p>Honestly I feel quite heartbroken right now, I&rsquo;m not going to lie. I was semi-prepared for non canon Byler, but I don&rsquo;t know if I can handle more &ldquo;this character is gay but we&rsquo;re not going to actually address it, let&rsquo;s not put a label on it!&rdquo; Bullshit. What the actual fuck? We&rsquo;re actually going to be the laughingstock of the fandom, more so than we already are. </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m legitimately angry about that interview. You have no idea.</p><p>Do they seriously not realize how marginalizing this is?</p><p>&ldquo;Not putting a label on it&rdquo; is what straight people wanted for the longest time. It was something not to be discussed. It was something that was only something &ldquo;other people&rdquo; had to worry about. It was something to be kept in the <b>fucking closet</b> using euphemisms and excuses. &ldquo;That&rsquo;s my brother. He&rsquo;s, well, sensitive. He&rsquo;s got this roommate.&rdquo; &ldquo;No, mom, I don&rsquo;t have a girlfriend. I&rsquo;m not really interesting in dating right now.&rdquo;</p><p>If this is really the direction they&rsquo;re going in, then, fuck it, I&rsquo;m out.</p>
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Question: <p>Hey since that tweet was vague as shit here are some ways it can be true and still not mean m*leven endgame:</p><p>- The confession happens in a vecna dream (I'd imagine it could very easily be worked into the one Will is probably going to have)</p><p>- The love confession isn't romantic and this person's source only saw/heard part of it</p><p>- It's a letter being read out loud by Mike, but the person it's addressed to is ambiguous, and the source just assumed it was about El</p><p><br></p><p>Not to mention this could just be completely bullshit? Iirc isn't this the same account who admitted to guessing the release date of volume one? </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m trying not to give this person any credit. They were right about some things, but also misinterpreted other things.</p><p>The fact that they are saying it now, after volume 1 released, has me a little suspicious. There would have be nothing keeping them from saying this a while ago when we knew there was going to be a monologue in the first place.</p><p>I want to say that this is just them firing back after volume 1 didn&rsquo;t go the way they wanted. However, I&rsquo;m wise enough to know that it&rsquo;s impossible to verify the accuracy of their statement. I can&rsquo;t refute it anymore than they can prove it.</p>
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Question: <p>Would you mind linking the spoilers you saw? </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;d rather not, but others in the tag have. The person is question is not nice or respectful in the least. I have no desire to give them any publicity.</p>
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Question: <p>why are people so suspicious about the Vol 2 release date being the first day of July? I don't really get it? Isn't it just because most of their seasons released that month? S1 and S3 were also released in July. so I think it's a little silly (understandable in a sense because we're used to be baited, but ultimately silly) to think Vol 2 is ONLY being released on July 1st because they baited us and they didn't want to do reveal that during pride month.</p>
Answer: <p>It was suspicious because June was neatly sandwiched in between the two volumes. Even if that wasn&rsquo;t intentional, Netflix would be aware that they&rsquo;d be marketing Volume 2 during Pride month. Companies go crazy in June trying to appeal to the LGBT community.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not suspicious that they&rsquo;re doing it in July to avoid doing it in June.</p><p>I&rsquo;m suspicious because it seems perfectly set up to use Pride to promote it.</p><p>And if it turns out to just be Will getting his heart broken, then it&rsquo;s a goddamn shitty thing for them to do.</p>
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Question: <p>My day is ruined. Apparently someone who works for the show and spoiled most of the season before it premiered has said that Mike's monologue is about how much he loves El. The Duffers aren't the great writers they appear to be if this turns out to be true. </p><p>Stranger Things... queerbait of the Century.</p><p> Fucking hell, the work on byler this season has been built up for nothing. Screw the writers.</p>
Answer: <p>Seems legit.</p><p>Pack it in, everyone. It&rsquo;s all over. It was nice while it lasted.</p><p>Edit: Since my tone may not be clear, let me follow up. If this turns out to be true, then I will agree fully with this Anon. The Duffers will not be good writers.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi I have a question. How do we know that those are Will's drawings on Mike's wall and basement from that twitter post? Did Mike or the cast say so and I just don't remember?</p>
Answer: <p>Where else would they have come from? We know Will is the only established artist in the Party, and we also know Mike has a collection of his drawings. He took them out and was looking through them, sadly, but lovingly, after he thought Will had died.</p><p>The pictures have been on the basement walls since season 1 throughout the show, too, so it&rsquo;s not anything new.</p>
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Question: <p>Does anyone else notice how people are all like "Oh Will, you deserve so much better than Mike!!!" but most of them don't say the same thing about El? Like doesn't she also deserve better if that's the case? Mike has also treated El poorly, and yet they say nothing about that. It really makes me go hmmmm, I wonder why that is &#129300;</p>
Answer: <p>A double standard for gay and straight ships?</p><p>Nah, you must have been getting into Argyle&rsquo;s Purple Palmtree Delight.</p>
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Question: <p>Adding onto what one of the previous anons said, we also never really got to see &ldquo;acting weird&rdquo; before mike showed up. All we saw was him being a protective brother to el, and him having a very brief gay panic moment when a girl touched his leg, which el didn&rsquo;t even see anyways. We know that him acting weird is most likely because of mike coming to cali soon, but they didn&rsquo;t really do a good job showing us that. It&rsquo;s too bad, I wish we could&rsquo;ve gotten more content of will on his own/with el and his family.</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s frustrating. Everything we know about California is from El&rsquo;s point of view. I mean, what that tells me is that Will isn&rsquo;t really acting weird. El just thinks he is. She says Jonathan is acting weird, too, but that&rsquo;s because he&rsquo;s high all the time. We see very little of any of them before Mike gets there with the focus being almost entirely on El. I would have enjoyed more moments with El and Will, too, or any other members of the family. We don&rsquo;t even get any good El and Joyce moments.</p><p>Honestly, sometimes the writing confounds me. They make it clear that Will is excited, even more so than El, for Mike to visit, but then we see that things are not ok between him and Mike. Even if Will was planning on trying to fix things between them, we later find out that he&rsquo;s angry at Mike never sending letters and only calling a couple of times. Why was he so excited? Then they have Mike claim that he feels like he&rsquo;s losing Will and everything is weird in Hawkins because of it, but we don&rsquo;t even get a hint of that being the case when we see him before Spring Break starts.</p><p>They&rsquo;re telling us that all this is true, but it&rsquo;s not really coming across except when they&rsquo;re directly interacting. I mean, it&rsquo;s possible that they just got used to be apart after a while, and that being close again brought back dormant feelings, but they don&rsquo;t do anything to establish that.</p><p>It&rsquo;s a sad thing to think about, but we do have to be fair in our approach of the evidence.</p>
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Question: <p>It's interesting that the Cali characters all forget Will's birthday for the same reason - they're all too preoccupied with a big lie of their own. Joyce is hiding the truth about Hopper and the Alaska trip. Mike is hiding his true feelings. El is hiding the bullying and her massacre flashbacks. Jonathan is hiding the fact that he knows it's over with Nancy, and Emerson was never his dream. The odd one out is Will, trying to get them all to be honest.</p>
Answer: <p>Interesting take. They are all lying about something, and we see the lies increasingly take their toll on the respective characters.</p><p>I think it&rsquo;s still a stretch to assume that this is why Will&rsquo;s birthday isn&rsquo;t mentioned. I still think it&rsquo;s very likely that the writers just forgot.</p>
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Question: <p>Honestly if Will doesn't get much to do in vol. 2 if he doesn't get possessed, get powers, get kidnapped by Brenner, have visions or...something! I'm gonna sue. I did not wait three years for Will to once again be an after thought and underused. I did not wait three years for him to be a sad gay boy without a love interest. All I really want from vol. 2 is some good Will content where he is relevant to the main plot and Noah can give off another memorable performance like season 2.</p>
Answer: <p>I have no comment other than that I agree with all of this.</p>
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Question: <p>You&rsquo;re right, I hope Dimitri and Murray survive, Joyce and Hopper need people they can trust and know what they&rsquo;ve been through. The kids have their camaraderie but J&amp;H have been so alone in all this, except for each other, and even then, it was always complicated between them.</p>
Answer: <p>I wonder what happens next for Dmitri. I mean, the guy is a traitor in his country now.</p><p>I like the idea of Joyce and Hopper having others along to have more casual camaraderie with. I just don&rsquo;t want it to just be a rehash of Murray and Alexei.</p>
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Question: <p>As much as I loved "It's Hawkins. It's not the same without you" it annoyed me too. Because we didn't earn that moment. We weren't shown any of it in episode one, and it would have been so easy to do. Instead we got Mike smiling at El's letter and enjoying himself at the Hellfire Club, and that's it. He doesn't seem like something's missing and he doesn't enjoy the things he used to anymore. His life seems fine, from the little we see of it. Show don't tell, Duffer brothers.</p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s a good point. Mike did seem perfectly fine in Hawkins. None of that seemed fake to me, either.</p><p>There really wasn&rsquo;t anything to suggest that Mike was missing Will, and that does make me sad. They don&rsquo;t even show him reacting to El saying that Will might have a crush on a girl.</p>
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Question: <p><b>The Pizza people are on their way in order to get El out of that Nina thing right? I can't remember if it was Brenner or Owens but one of them told El she somehow forgot she had those powers/had suppressed memories and the first thing that popped into my mind was: Will. He's gonna be there at some point. So what if they use it on him, too? I mean isn't it one of the og theories that Will has powers but somehow forgot about them? After all that'd be such a nice twist.</b></p>
Answer: <p>That base is going to go boom shortly before the Pizza Party gets there, most likely. </p><p>Will having powers is an old theory, but there hasn&rsquo;t been anything concrete to back it up, and supporting evidence is becoming more and more scarce as theories get debunked. I mean, we used to think Will manipulating the lights was proof of powers, but they&rsquo;ve gone out and shown anyone can do it.</p>
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Question: <p>Please someone post the Do you remember what March 22 is meme on twitter, reddit, and all over the place. The Duffer bros need to see it and be publicly shamed.</p>
Answer: <p>You mean this?</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="509" data-orig-width="640"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f8efbb384169e2a315704bc0ecb086cd/390158b10d8253af-ae/s640x960/44607f0e41ac7bea61dafc03ef70d43344fd8c5a.jpg" data-orig-height="509" data-orig-width="640"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="408" data-orig-width="640"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/94ede38161bd2d3c369598f757ce6136/390158b10d8253af-29/s640x960/62c0eeb556f4b96b1175be5e8461962db2925e19.jpg" data-orig-height="408" data-orig-width="640"/></figure></div><p>I&rsquo;m down if people want to take it around. I don&rsquo;t really have much of a presence on other social media, though, so I can&rsquo;t do it.</p>
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Question: <p>Is my math correct? Will is seen for 19 minutes out of 505. I&rsquo;ve removed 6 from each episode length because of the intro and end credits. Which means he&rsquo;s only in 0.037% of the season so far. I&rsquo;m starting to wonder if the actor&rsquo;s work was reduced due to focusing on school. He seems to be the only cast member planning on college. idk that&rsquo;s the only reason I can think of. Unless the Duffers are planning on using him a lot next season. Fingers crossed he&rsquo;s doing a lot come July, cuz I miss Will.</p>
Answer: <p>Your math is wrong. It comes out to .037, but that&rsquo;s equal to 3.7%. That&rsquo;s still an incredibly low number, though.</p><p>Lots of young actors go to school without it significantly impacting their work. I think that claim is overblown.</p><p>I wouldn&rsquo;t get your hopes up for volume 2, at least in terms of a drastic turnaround compared to volume 1. If I had to guess, the Pizza Party probably finds El towards the end of episode 8. It&rsquo;s titled Papa, so I imagine a large chunk of it revolves around El and Brenner, even though we just had one of those.</p><p>We should get some more Will once they all find El, but, honestly, it&rsquo;ll mostly be by virtue of sharing scenes with El. </p><p>I&rsquo;m hoping episode 9 is better balanced, especially given its runtime.</p>
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Question: <p>is it just me, or was the scene with eddie shredding the guitar and steve whacking the demobat not in vol.1? </p><p>i'm not sure if i missed it, because if they were there, they had to be in ep 7 right? from what i watched eddie never takes his guitar, and when they fight the demobats only nancy and eddie use the oars - steve just rips a chunk out of it and whacks it around with his hand </p>
Answer: <p>Steve whacked the demobats after he came out on the other side of the Watergate. He eventually gets overwhelmed and bitten before the others come through the Watergate to help.</p><p>We haven&rsquo;t seen Eddie play the guitar, yet. </p>
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Question: <p>After watching Volume 1 I definitely think Max and Lucas end up back together and I'm pretty happy about it. (Obviously no guarantees, I know, but it seems likely!) They showed a lot of maturity that, age-appropriately, was not present in prior seasons. Also, they're just sweet, and they clearly enjoy spending time together. What do you think? You've talked about their immaturity in the past so I'm curious to see if/how that has changed.</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, they&rsquo;ve definitely changed what I think about this relationship this season.</p><p>Lucas has been shown to be much more mature this season. His emotional intelligence seems to have vastly improved, too. He never once tries to push Max too much, but he does keep reminding her that he&rsquo;s there and wants to be part of her life. He only urges when she continually pushes him away with no explanation. He&rsquo;s able to see something is wrong, but she won&rsquo;t let him in, and he&rsquo;s worried.</p><p>I mean, I&rsquo;m not thrilled that it took a near-death experience for Max to realize it&rsquo;s ok for her to accept his love. She was so convinced that she ruined everything, similarly to Hopper, that she thought it was better that way. Once she let Lucas back in (I won&rsquo;t even call it making up because it doesn&rsquo;t seem accurate), she seemed so happy, and that&rsquo;s a good sign. </p><p>I hope they can continue being happy together.</p>
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Question: <p>It's been kind of established that every character in the show would more than likely be helpless or dead without El's help so the complaints I'm seeing about the show acknowledging her importance don't really make sense to me.</p>
Answer: <p>The show acknowledged her importance from the start.</p><p>Where it becomes problematic for me is that she becomes increasingly important with each season. She gets more development than any other character, at least in regards to the plot, though her character development took a major level up this season, too. As her importance grows, along with the size of the cast, the time spent on other characters is forced to shrink. </p><p>Do I take particular issue with this when one of the biggest casualties of this is my favorite character? Yeah.</p><p>This show was best when it was more clearly an ensemble cast. Now it comes off more like a show with a star and an ensemble supporting cast.</p>
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Question: <p>https://mobile.twitter.com/strangerwriters/status/1242213957789577218</p><p>omg I can't believe</p>
Answer: <p>I just posted about this.</p><p>It&rsquo;s infuriating, isn&rsquo;t it?</p><p>I don&rsquo;t think this was some tongue-in-cheek clue that Will&rsquo;s birthday would be forgotten in-universe in season 4. This was in response to fan comments that Will&rsquo;s birthday wasn&rsquo;t commemorated the day before. The response being that they (the social media team) forgot about it.</p><p>Just like the writers seem to have done.</p>
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Question: <p>I love Byler a lot and I hope it's canon, but what will bother me the most if it doesn't happen is that the other kids get to have mutual romances, while Will, the only canon lgbt+ character in the kid's group (that we know of), is left out. Yes, LGBT+ characters are more than their sexuality and deserve arcs outside of that, but I think it'd be unfair and suspicious if Will is the only one who ends up single and alone.</p>
Answer: <p>It hits even harder after they explicitly have Robin saying she can&rsquo;t just ask out any old girl because of what could happen if she&rsquo;s not careful. Will would be in that same situation. It&rsquo;s not like he can just move on from Mike and find someone else. His options are devastatingly lower than those of his peers. </p><p>The fact that they acknowledge this problem means nothing if it&rsquo;s only there so straight viewers feel sad for Robin and Will when they end up alone.</p><p>As for LGBT characters deserving arcs outside of their sexuality, I fully agree. That&rsquo;s another reason why I&rsquo;m annoyed that it&rsquo;s all they&rsquo;ve apparently given Will for basically two straight (teehee) seasons now. Robin doesn&rsquo;t fare much better, but at least she&rsquo;s in the thick of the plot in Hawkins alongside everyone else.</p>
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Question: <p>Oh, just remembered &mdash; what I meant by how 001 got his powers is that even though it's natural, there's a reason he got them, right? There has to be a reason. Rain is natural, but there's still a whole system about how rain occurs, right? So what's the system in 001's case? What, did the Black Widows give him powers?? (and hey, i might just have a marvel brainrot but the hourglass on the spider was Marvel's Black Widow sign, right? Or is there another meaning to it?) </p><p>That wasn't at all the question i wanted to ask xD. </p><p>My question was: do you think the parents will finally be let in on the loop? Dustin's mom, The Wheelers, The Sinclairs? Because at this point they need answers, their children are being <b>targeted</b> by the townies, and their children just ran off. And said children don't even know the town is after them, do they? They don't know. They think they only have to save Eddie's rep, but nope. And, how the fuck are they going to save Eddie's rep? They can't very well come clean about everything, can they? ....Or will they? </p><p>Ngl, that would be a solid punch to the government. </p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t think the black widows (shudder) had anything to do with his powers. I think his interest in those is just a symptom of his amorality and detachment from humanity. I&rsquo;m not sure we have anything to go on in regards to why he (or anyone else) has powers. Perhaps there will be a parallel to Hopper&rsquo;s story about Agent Orange. Maybe Victor was exposed to something when he was off at war, and it resulted in Henry being born &ldquo;different.&rdquo; </p><p>On a side note, I find it both funny and sad that Victor described Henry as sensitive. He really had no clue who his son really was, did he? Sociopaths are often manipulative, but for Henry to have his family fooled so well at a young age? And him saying his mom was onto him? I honestly wonder if she was or he was just being paranoid.</p><p>I think Karen, at the very least, will probably find out more. She does have a character poster, and she&rsquo;s been considered part of the regular cast all along, I think. It&rsquo;s about time they make her character fit the bill. I do remember seeing a set photo a long while back that looked like it may have been her in the woods, but it may have been someone else. Regardless, I do expect more from her. The other parents? Maybe not so much.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 685706215886667776
Date: 2022-05-30 19:53:26 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685706215886667776
Slug: regarding-this-ask-thank-you-for-answering-so
Reblog key: ejXCa40N
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>(<a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/685693825722826752/this-is-less-of-a-theory-and-more-of-a">regarding this ask</a>) Thank you for answering so quickly!!</p><p>Lol, I'm not great with keeping the dates in order, the minor details simply escape my memory. But 001 being in his mid-30's makes sense... even though he sort of looks younger? To me? Idk if it's the actor or the way they showed him to us, but I'm honestly really thinking that his age matters, somehow. In his revelatory speech he goes on to say (i'm paraphrasing btw) "Humans go about a day just to get to the end. They live <b>a day, a week, months, years, decades</b> just to meet the end." The emphasizing of time moving forward here, in words, and the scene with Nancy looking at his memories where the grandfather clock's hands move backwards, an action, surely isn't a coincidence, is it? I was curious so I did a search and apparently in the books there's a girl who can see visions of future. Showing someone with that same power in the show seems impossible given what happened, but I'm pretty sure that 001 has powers relating to time. It's a hunch with no other support other than what I've written above, but I'm going to stick with it until S4B/Vol. 2 proves me wrong.</p><p>That brings me to my next point: The Upside Down not having any definite answers. Specifically about it being stuck on Nov 6, 1983, the night Will was taken. Now there are two options, A) UD has been stuck like that AFTER Will was taken or B) UD has always been stuck like that. Not exactly always, but maybe since a certain someone entered it maybe... *wink wink, nudge nudge* </p><p>Of course we don't know for sure if UD has always been there or El created it, but either way 001 is smart enough to have figured out in the what... 5+ years he's been there that he's stuck in time? So obviously he knew something was going to go down that night, and if he did have visions about it, he knew exactly where to sic the Demogorgon. </p><p>Now that I'm thinking about it, what if 001 is the reason the Mindflayer wants to come to the real world? This human from another dimension comes in, and MF sends someone to investigate, right? They're a hivemind so once they do have 001, they have access to learn about this other world. And lo and behold, a few years later El (&amp; Party) is thwarting even the MF's plan. </p><p>And about Dr. Brennan: I saw that post asking if he's evil or not, and while I agree about there not being a black/white scale to judge people in real life unlike in fairytales and myths, I do think Dr. Brennan is more on the evil side than the good. His curiosity sparked with the arrival of 001 at his doorstep, and then he told the little kid's father the kid died, and started promptly experimenting on him (probably promptly). Now, years pass by, and he's amoral and does it "for the science". Tortures kid, breaks them, molds them, experiments on them. I even agree that after what happens he feels bad, so very, very bad, because this wasn't supposed to happen, but then he basically asks El to open the gate to another dimension, and that shit just doesn't fly with me. Mostly because I believe he knew about 001 being the true cause of it all, he had recordings, didn't he? So he knew about it. But what really, <i>really</i> fucks me up is this &mdash; before the last episode, anytime we were shown the clip of El in the rainbow room after it was all done, that mirror? <b>It was intact</b>. It seemed like an observational room (like the ones in a police station in an interrogation room) and there were probably no cameras. So Dr. Brennan probably didn't know about 001 being the real culprit.</p><p>Ugh. This show is just &mdash; ugh. Forces you to think, rethink, keep rethinking. But I'm still on the "Dr. Brennan is more evil than good" train for now. </p><p>I have one more question, or basically rant lol, but I'll send it in another ask, just because this one has already gotten too long.</p><p>~ FF</p>
Answer: <p>I think it could just be that he&rsquo;s a young-looking actor. </p><p>The show really diverged from the supplemental materials at this point. Prior to this, the Lab was shown as taking in kids with different sorts of powers. Now, though, they&rsquo;ve undone all of that and made it so that they all were taught the same powers, though how they&rsquo;ve obtained them isn&rsquo;t clear. It&rsquo;s always been assumed that El was born with them, but is that the case for them all?</p><p>Again, I don&rsquo;t really know what to make of the Upside Down being frozen on November 6, 1983. Nancy does name drop Will, referring to it as the day he went missing. However, I&rsquo;ve seen some fans quickly jump in with that being the day El opened the Gate by making contact with the Demogorgon. Given that they&rsquo;ve already established that El sent Peter there, I wouldn&rsquo;t be at all surprised to find out that it&rsquo;s more linked to her than Will. I mean, why not. Will gets less important and El gets more important with every season.</p><p>Brenner was probably changed by the massacre. He only had El left at that point, and he may not have felt comfortable bringing in any new kids after that. He was also shown inspecting the cracked wall where Peter was forced into the Upside Down. I wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised if he was trying to figure out what that all was. There were cameras in the Rainbow Room. Peter made sure El was aware of that so Brenner wouldn&rsquo;t catch on to his planning. I wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised to find out he disabled them, though. But we have to keep in mind that Brenner retrieved the security footage for that day, even though he wanted to go slowly, just to give Owens the progress he asked for. We even see Brenner hesitate somewhat as he does so. He knew it would be hard for El to watch, so I&rsquo;m inclined to think he knows what it shows. That, or he never watched it and just assumes it is what he thinks it is.</p><p>Just like what he said, heroes and monsters are fairy tale concepts. Brenner is neither, but he has both good and bad in him. He does not deny this. In his mind, I think he&rsquo;s aiming at a &ldquo;greater good&rdquo; that justifies the questionable things he does. Whether any of us agree with him, well, that&rsquo;s another story.</p>
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Question: <p>Can someone please explain why the Byers are buttoned up in flannels and undershirts the whole of their time in California, but Mr Shorts and Flip-flops is visibly sweating at the airport &#128517; ( * Under Pressure plays in the background as Mike very much fails to play it cool * )</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, it&rsquo;s fair to say that Mike would be less used to the weather in California, but it&rsquo;s still a fair point. Nobody else seemed to be dressing like that. I do find it easy to believe that his sweating had at least a little bit to do with being nervous. </p>
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Question: <p>Maybe an easter egg would be Mike keeping all of Will's drawings in a nice binder, showing how Will giving his drawings is not only their thing, but how much it means to Mike. Which of course, could be connected to the painting we haven't seen yet.</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, that does lay the groundwork for how much Mike treasures Will&rsquo;s artwork.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="350" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/71e93794d1268aef434da0d7303f3e26/082dadfba777d210-b4/s640x960/ac119ab81d278895de8b5ba3d4e8fb31b2cb522d.gif" data-orig-height="350" data-orig-width="540"/></figure></div><p>I have no trouble at all imagining Mike&rsquo;s hand shakily caressing the painting Will gives him.</p>
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Question: <p>I have this feeling that Mike is the one that gets attacked by Vecna, so his nightmares is that Will is getting hurt.</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, I can see it.</p><p>It would still be a crime for Vecna to ignore Will, though. If anything, he should already know who Will is.</p><p>Then again, perhaps that&rsquo;s <i>why </i>he avoids him. Hurting Mike probably would be the best way to get to Will, so he goes after Mike, instead.</p><p>Sigh, I hope June goes by quickly.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think we'd get Karen going through Mike's room now that most of the town thinks Hellfire Club is the one responsible for the towns misfortunes? She's clearly concerned and while that doesn't necessarily make it okay, I wonder if she'd try to find something to prove (to herself?) that Hellfire Club isn't what it seems. Or just try to find out exactly what's going on with him since she probably can't reach him and things are getting bad. I'm sure she knows it's not what it seems, but still.</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, I do expect more with Karen, to be honest. She has a damn poster made up for her, after all. </p><p>I don&rsquo;t think it&rsquo;s at all outside the realm of possibility that she goes through Mike&rsquo;s room looking for things. In this case, though, I think she may be looking for signs that he <i>is </i>in a cult. If someone is accusing her son of that sort of thing, then she&rsquo;s going to want some proof. I do think she&rsquo;ll be doing so with the hope that she finds nothing, though.</p><p>I sort of wonder what she might find while she&rsquo;s at it, though. *coughunsentletterscough*</p>
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Question: <p>and talking about noah saying will don't interact with vecna i think he said that in st preimire. but i can see will being caught by him i can totally see that i was just wondering and sorry i really don't want will to be reduced to sad gay kid. i can't even think about they doing that to will. and yeah will and el have way more trauma than anyone.  </p>
Answer: <p>Noah has been insistent that Will&rsquo;s entire season arc is based around his identity. That&rsquo;s very strange, though, because that&rsquo;s true for a lot of characters, in one way or another, but they still get to interact with the plot. </p><p>I&rsquo;m hoping this is all just a heavy-handed smokescreen.</p><p>Does having Will be gay even matter as much if he&rsquo;s being reduced to an unimportant side character as a result? It just reinforces the idea that gay characters can&rsquo;t be main characters unless it&rsquo;s a &ldquo;gay show.&rdquo;</p>
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Question: <p>What do you think those "easter eggs" from s1 are that could be related to s4?</p>
Answer: <p>I need a research grant and four graduate students to figure that out with any certainty.</p><p>Or may kaypeace21.</p><p>I mean, they did lay the groundwork for Will being gay back in season 1, though, and it does look like it will be officially canon very soon. </p><p>I doubt it&rsquo;s solely related to byler, but that does seem to be a part of it. The whole scenario has been described as &ldquo;beautiful&rdquo; by more than one cast member, too.</p>
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Question: <p>I don&rsquo;t get why people are saying that Mike has trouble saying &ldquo;I love you&rdquo; to El because he&rsquo;s afraid of losing her. I mean, in my experience if I&rsquo;m scared to lose someone when saying &ldquo;I love you&rdquo; is because I think it won&rsquo;t be reciprocated and that it could bring the other person to take distances from me. But that&rsquo;s not the case, because Mike knows El wants him to say it and that it would be reciprocated. I don&rsquo;t really get where it&rsquo;s coming from? Am I missing something?</p>
Answer: <p>The only reason to fear saying &ldquo;I love you&rdquo; is if you think the other person will react badly to it, often because you don&rsquo;t think they feel the same.</p><p>Mike doesn&rsquo;t have that problem. El explicitly told him that this is the reason she is upset.</p><p>And he still couldn&rsquo;t do it. Instead, he got defensive, asking who told her he doesn&rsquo;t, as if he was afraid someone <i>knew</i>.</p><p>The most honest thing Mike did was tell El he cared so much about her. That&rsquo;s true. He does. However, he doesn&rsquo;t love her, at least not the way she wants him to. He&rsquo;s having trouble telling the difference, but, at least subconsciously, he knows it&rsquo;s true, and that&rsquo;s why he can&rsquo;t say it.</p><p>The people saying that his problem is that he&rsquo;s just afraid to say it are doing so because that&rsquo;s the outcome they want. There&rsquo;s no evidence to back that up. The entire relationship is phony, called out by Argyle as such. They both were very different people that first day, and not in a good way. Mike became cold, aloof, and attempted to be cool. El became selfish, dishonest, and demanding. They both ignore Will, treating him like he&rsquo;s not even there.</p><p>This relationship brings out the worst in both of them, because they&rsquo;re both forcing themselves to be people they&rsquo;re not. The entire reason El leaves is to become the superhero that Mike admires so much. She does learn that it&rsquo;s a fantasy, though. She&rsquo;s not going to be that person. </p>
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Question: <p>I think a large portion of the people shipping Eddie and Steve are just anti-Harringrove shippers who like m/m ships but don&rsquo;t want Steve to be in a relationship with someone who beat the hell out of him and terrorized the kids. Eddie at least represents a more positive role model and potential partner. Not that I&rsquo;m shipping them, but it&rsquo;s way better than putting Steve with Billy imho. Those who do ship them but hate Byler are definitely being hypocritical though. </p><p>(Although, I hesitate to say Will is &lsquo;canonically&rsquo; gay yet. I mean, I 100% believe all his characterization shows this, and I do think the show <i>is</i> going to make it explicit, but&hellip; so far they&rsquo;ve neglected to confirm anything so far as I know. And it galls. Stop dancing around the issue.)</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, Eddie would certainly be a much better choice of partner is just about any situation compared to Billy. I really wish we got to see more of him and Chrissy, but, alas&hellip;</p><p>He&rsquo;s a better person, overall, too. I&rsquo;ve found myself liking him a lot more than I expected to.</p><p>He has no romantic chemistry with Steve, though.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not sure why they&rsquo;re hesitating and hinting so much with Will. It&rsquo;s so obvious to anyone who isn&rsquo;t blindingly heteronormative at this point. If Will is such a plot-irrelevant character, then I don&rsquo;t know what the purpose of dragging this out is. </p>
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Question: <p>Lol, i just had the craziest idea ever while reading a post on Mike being the main character in Stranger Things (which actually, i support, i do think he is the main main character) so, you know how it was stated that he plays d&amp;d to escape a reality he isn't/wasn't comfortable with? Wouldn't it be extremely mind-blowing if in fact Mike is actually telling all this story to himself to show that actually you know what? So many stranger things could've happened, stranger than falling for a guy? Like, after all the things happening in Hawkins falling in love should be the most normal one.  </p>
Answer: <p>I mean, the show being a book written by Mike has been a theory that&rsquo;s been kicked around for a few years now.</p><p>I do want to believe there&rsquo;s a deeper meaning to the title than it just referring to the strange stuff that happens.</p>
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Question: <p>Okay am I the only one that's bothered by the fact that when we finally got a male canon gay main character who's in love with his best friend, people make fun of ones who like Byler and call it fanservice, but then those very same people are quick to ship Steve and Eddie, two characters who are canonically straight (that we know of) and who just met this season? Idk, it seems a little fishy to me &#129300;</p>
Answer: <p>Sigh, don&rsquo;t get me started.</p>
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Question: <p>It's rumored that the actor who played Lonnie was in a table read, so I guess this sort of confirms that Will is going to be possessed by Vecna and maybe even get to the point where he's levitating. I hope we get another scene like Max's where Will is running towards his loved ones and happy memories come and go. </p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, that rumor is based on this:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="475" data-orig-width="320"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c80eea15919afcd2468e573ffb18ff15/35bb6aca3054389c-82/s640x960/4e661aeb82e2af8211e7dfb17da2c3415630eb40.jpg" data-orig-height="475" data-orig-width="320"/></figure></div><p>Its not a guaranteed match, but it was suspicious enough at the time, and it still is now.</p><p>My question is, would they bring this guy in for a table read if he&rsquo;s only in one small scene late in the season?</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, will byers, lonnie byers

Post id: 685694164825980928
Date: 2022-05-30 16:41:53 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685694164825980928
Slug: hi-hopefully-this-doesnt-come-across
Reblog key: BU4nVHof
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Hi, hopefully this doesn&rsquo;t come across disrespectful and apologies if it does but The only argument I have with the explanation of the family wishing Will a happy birthday earlier on in the day is the line that El said: &lsquo;I just want this day to be about Me and you (Mike)&rsquo; </p><p>I don&rsquo;t think El would be ignorant of the fact it is Wills birthday and say that line, it doesn&rsquo;t seem to fit in to what she&rsquo;s like and even with the excitement of seeing Mike I think she would have at least mentioned it. She would have wanted the day to be enjoyable for both her and Will if that was the case. In addition I do think Jonathan would have said something if that was said and everyone had remembered.</p><p>Personally I think, like many others, that everyone forgetting is going to have some impact in vol 2 and with so many people realising, it seems to come across as an important factor. The Duffers are smart when it comes to ST and wouldn&rsquo;t intentionally mention his birthday in season 2 and then explicitly highlight the date unless there was a bigger explanation for it. They&rsquo;ve paid a lot of attention to how they&rsquo;ve planned the show and what the characters dialogue is, every detail matters. </p>
Answer: <p>El was more than happy to sideline Will, so she was definitely not acting like herself. She was returning to her early season 3 behavior where all she cared about was spending time with Mike. That relationship has a terrible effect on both of them. It did in season 3, and it continued into season 4. They were both much more normal (relative to themselves) before Mike arrived in California.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t think El would have intentionally decided to screw over Will on his birthday. I just think she would have been so preoccupied with Mike that she wouldn&rsquo;t think about anything or anyone else. What gets me is that Joyce or Jonathan didn&rsquo;t say anything, at least on screen. That&rsquo;s why I suggested that they may have done so earlier. Nothing about this makes sense, mostly because there were absolutely no hints about it being Will&rsquo;s birthday unless you remembered it from Joyce mentioning it in season 2.</p><p>I&rsquo;d really like there to be a Will and El scene where they talk about this. </p>
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Question: <p>This is less of a theory and more of a clarification question but... how old is 001 supposed to be now? In the show's present time I mean. Robin said the Victor Kreel massacre happened about 30 years before El, so that means 001 has to be around 40 when he's acting as an orderly, right? But he doesn't look like it. So, what, does 001 actually have powers to control time??? I'm guessing 001 is like in his late 40's in current St4 timeline, but is that correct? </p><p>Also, does this mean we finally know how the Upside Down was created? It was because of El? It's basically a Bonnie Benett thing &mdash; Bonnie's powers helped her make a whole new dimension just for her ghost boyfriend (funnily enough, boyfriend's name happens to be Enzo), and here El basically banished 001 to this new dimension she created. Is that why Dr. Brenner was so sure that El could reach that other side, because she created it and already had a link with it? Of course, I'm not sure if he knew about 001, but I'll not be surprised if he did. </p><p>Oof. This season was amazing in terms of lore, but now I also want to know WHERE DID 001 GET HIS POWERS FROM lmao. Hopefully st4b answers that.</p><p>~ FF</p>
Answer: <p>Peter seemed to be about 10 or so in 1959, so he would have been around 30 in 1979. I doubt age is anything of importance to him anymore, but he&rsquo;d be in his mid to late 30s in current day.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t know that we have the answers on the Upside Down, yet. It&rsquo;s possible that this was the first time someone was sent there, but that&rsquo;s all we know. There&rsquo;s still the matter of the Upside Down being frozen in time on November 6, 1983 despite the fact that it&rsquo;s not the first time a Gate was opened. What form did the Upside Down have prior to that? Was it all really just that chaotic void of red energy? Where did the demogorgon come from? What was it eating when El saw it? There&rsquo;s still too many unanswered questions. I&rsquo;d still like it to be Will&rsquo;s mindscape, but I won&rsquo;t hold my breath on that.</p><p>As for where 001 got his powers, well, he seemed to have them naturally. That whole idea is what seemed to start Brenner on his experiments with kids. </p>
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Question: <p>I wonder how much Reebok payed for all the product placement this season? Must be more than even Coke did. Even El's diorama has the brand name front and centre. Once you start noticing it you can't stop &#128514;</p>
Answer: <p>Hey, Netflix sunk a ton of money into this season, and, honestly, it shows. I can&rsquo;t exactly fault them for trying to capitalize on that investment as much as possible.</p>
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Question: <p>i&rsquo;ve seen some people say that they&rsquo;re building up to a big m*leven love reveal when the cali crew rescues her in nevada. i feel like i would believe this more if mike had had significant growth in his understanding of his feelings for el, an explanation for why he&rsquo;s acting this way. as it stands he&rsquo;s had, what, one scene or two processing his feelings? which are both heavy in subtext? idk maybe i see what i want to see but this idea seems to be consensus among GA.</p>
Answer: <p>I see nothing that says Mike is going to have a loving reunion with El, or vice versa.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not sure I remember El even thinking about Mike while she&rsquo;s been gone. Everything has been about her relationship with Brenner and her past at the Lab. It&rsquo;s been about her learning that she&rsquo;s not a monster or a superhero, but a person.</p><p>As for Mike, the most we have is him starting to realize that there&rsquo;s a reason he couldn&rsquo;t tell El what she wanted to hear. I think the revelation that we&rsquo;ll have is that Mike cares about her, like he said, but he&rsquo;s not in love with her. </p><p>The only thing I&rsquo;m not sure of is how El will react. I want to say she&rsquo;ll have had a revelation of her own now that she won&rsquo;t see herself as a superhero or a monster. She went to the Lab to become a superhero again (aka be the person Mike saw her as), but she now knows that&rsquo;s fairy tale stuff. I want to believe she will see herself as a strong, complete person who wouldn&rsquo;t be dependent on Mike anymore.</p>
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Question: <p>the first lines of the show are literally Mike DMing a campaign- "Something is coming. Something hungry for blood. A shadow grows on the wall behind you, swallowing you in darkness. It is almost here.", to which WIll asks: "What is it?" and of course we all know how important both of them have been to the plot so far- except season 4 so far, now that they're finally making subtext become text.</p><p>do you think sidelining mike &amp; will this season is partly due to homophobia? because that's how it feels to me :(</p>
Answer: <p>If it was homophobia then I highly doubt they&rsquo;d even be going with Will&rsquo;s current story arc.</p>
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Question: <p>The last supper thing also makes me uncomfortable because of the only other supper we see this season - the Byers family in California.    Which was a literal last supper for them all together</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s a good observation. It comes before the Last Supper painting is seen, though, so I&rsquo;m not sure if it would be the correct connection.</p><p>Still, it&rsquo;s anyone&rsquo;s guess if any of this actually means anything. I&rsquo;m inclined to think so mainly because the season is lining up to conclude on Good Friday.</p>
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Question: <p>What do you think of the revelation that all the staff at the lab were prisoners? It certainly puts Kali's crusade in an uncomfortable new light. Speaking of Kali, she's mentioned this season and appears in Brenner's crossword. And her power to make people see things is very similar to Vecna's. I wonder if she'll come back? Lucas is wearing a number 8 shirt when he wins the game. Maybe Kali gives Vecna a taste of his own medicine. Sends him visions that blind him to the gang working against him?</p>
Answer: <p>Bear in mind that that all comes from Peter. He also told El that Brenner set her up to be attacked.</p><p>I think we&rsquo;re dealing with an unreliable narrator, here.</p><p>There were set photos that looked like they could be Kali and her gang a while back. We may see her yet. </p>
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Question: <p>I wonder if we'll see Will's files at the Project Nina headquarters, and find out Brenner dubbed him subject 020. Erica wins the game by rolling a "natural 20". The basketball captain tells 20 he needs to stay on, and it's his assist that gives Lucas the slam dunk. Natural 20 - natural powers? Like Henry? Also interesting that the suppressor is in 001's neck, and that's where Will feels the Mind Flayer. His neck. Maybe the MF has something in there suppressing his powers, like El's leech in s3?</p>
Answer: <p>Hm, that&rsquo;s an idea. There&rsquo;s something appropriate to have a 001 and a 020 in a show that has so many connections to D&amp;D. For the unaware, a roll of 1 on a d20 is generally a critical failure, while a roll of 20 is a critical success (hence Erica doing bonus damage and defeating Vecna in the campaign). </p><p>I doubt we&rsquo;ll get anything solid on Will be 020 from the Lab, though, even if that is the plan for him. At most, we might get a vague mention that there is a 020. Sort of like Yoda&rsquo;s &ldquo;there is another&hellip;Skywalker&hellip;&rdquo;</p><p>This is a great thought, and it&rsquo;s something that&rsquo;s worth keeping an eye out for when volume 2 launches.</p>
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Question: <p>Opinions on steveddie?</p>
Answer: <p>Platonic. I think they&rsquo;ll have a good respect for each other by the time it&rsquo;s all over.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t understand the shipping here. I think its based more on the actors than the characters. </p><p>Eddie/Chrissie? I think that would have had a shot had she not been doomed. They were so happy and comfortable around each other in that scene in the woods. There was a dynamic that could have been built on.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, eddie munson, steve harrington

Post id: 685679755728748544
Date: 2022-05-30 12:52:52 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685679755728748544
Slug: what-makes-you-think-that-they-might-make-will-the
Reblog key: ZHW4j5WF
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>what makes you think that they might make will the villain in S5? he's never been a bad person so why would they change that in the final season? hope you're well</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s just something I&rsquo;ve seen people toss around. I don&rsquo;t like the idea because I feel like he&rsquo;s suffered enough, AND they&rsquo;ve already done the &ldquo;evil Will&rdquo; thing in season 2. If they&rsquo;re going to make Will important to the plot again in season 5, he should get to be a hero.</p><p>At most, then I think they might revisit him and the Mindflayer. The whole thing with Robin and Steve talking about combining, along with Brenner telling El she needs to accept both her good and bad parts, has me thinking more about the idea that the Mindflayer could be Will&rsquo;s dark side.</p><p>Maybe Will <i>does </i>have powers, but they&rsquo;re all locked away with the Mindflayer, which is now, quite literally, imprisoned in Russia, apparently. If the Mindflayer is Will&rsquo;s dark half, then by fully accepting it, rather than fighting it for control, he should be able to be a complete person like Brenner said. Dustin&rsquo;s roll of 11 failed to defeat Vecna, which has me thinking El can&rsquo;t do it, at least alone. Perhaps Will could make the difference.</p><p>Of course, the question at that point becomes what is the plot of season 5?</p>
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Question: <p>Did anyone already point out that in Viktor's story about what happened to his family Henry is mostly in the background similar to how Will is? &#129300;</p>
Answer: <p>Good point. We weren&rsquo;t really led to pay much attention to Henry. It could have just been to keep the secret hidden, or it could be another parallel between him and Will. </p><p>I wonder if Victor will find out the truth. He seemed to fondly remember Henry as he told Nancy and Robin about him. There was none of the judgment that someone like Lonnie would have had for a &ldquo;sensitive&rdquo; boy. I feel like it would destroy Victor to find out that Henry did it all.</p>
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Question: <p>I don't think Will being in the background or sidelined happens because the writers don't care or have no idea what to do with him. I think</p><p class="npf_chat"> *all of that happens for a reason* </p><p>- Mike Wheeler to Will Byers</p><p>Will even brought his frustration regarding being the third wheel aka in the background up to Mike. That means he realizes or acknowledges it. I think they want him to feel miserable.</p><p> And that makes me think it's just a matter of time until he explodes.</p>
Answer: <p>Perhaps it is all happening for a reason.</p><p>I mean, we have reason to believe Will gets Tranced in volume 2. Him feeling unimportant and expendable would be easy fodder for Vecna to work with. He could tell Will how nobody cares about him, they didn&rsquo;t even remember his birthday, etc.</p><p>We&rsquo;ll see, I guess. I just don&rsquo;t want them to go all &ldquo;angry Will&rdquo; in order to make him a villain for season 5. They&rsquo;re really dragging this all out, too. Will has felt like this since the Snow Ball, most likely.</p>
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Question: <p>"Jonathan would know it was Will's birthday even if he was stoned out of his mind" I disagree, he's totally out of it. I actually think this is deliberate, to be a wake up call for Jonathan. Getting high all the time is no different to his dad getting drunk, and we know Lonnie forgets about Will. Jonathan would be horrified to think he was turning into his dad. But Will would excuse it, especially if he thinks Jonathan is staying in Lenora to look after him, when he really belongs at NYU</p>
Answer: <p>Fair point, but Jonathan was still perceptive enough to notice Mike&rsquo;s strange behavior towards Will at the airport. He was also aware enough to stop Will to tell him to have fun because he <i>knew </i>Will was not ok at the time. </p><p>The only explanation I can come up with is that Jonathan and the rest of the family told him happy birthday earlier in the day, but we didn&rsquo;t see it. It&rsquo;s true that, by the time we get to the dinner scene, everything is all kinds of messed up. Jonathan is barely able to pay attention to anything, the kids are tense from what happened at the rink, and Joyce and Murray are knee deep in their plan to sneak away to Alaska without the kids knowing why. I can accept that, at this point, Will&rsquo;s birthday isn&rsquo;t exactly on anyone&rsquo;s mind. It&rsquo;s beforehand that I can&rsquo;t accept.</p><p>Maybe they&rsquo;ll surprise us, who knows. Maybe the whole idea is to get the audience to forget it&rsquo;s Will&rsquo;s birthday, then have us be hit with it at the same time as the characters.</p>
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Question: <p>(St4 spoilers) hey sorry if s.o. has already figured this out but after st4 ("from mike", wills painting etc) what if this is a note on wills painting mike finds after will has been taken by vecna or sth?! Like, "anyway i think you'll like [the painting] sorry i couldn't get it done [before u arrived] but u mean so much [to me] and its been [a year, like he says at the arcade scene] hope this lasts until [summer break] until then, love [will] (also note the date,, isnt that when the upside down got stuck as it is now?)</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="691" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d9e3fbddda327d49954236426f4dec70/5f628e1972e15a84-e8/s640x960/b2daab85e97c039d6aff05b737a5f3073e9daae6.jpg" data-orig-height="691" data-orig-width="1080"></figure></div>
Answer: <p>Ah, this again.</p><p>This was originally posted in October of 2019, I believe. </p><p>Look, it was for a blooper reel or something that was supposed to come out on Stranger Things Day. They even led into it with a previous tweet saying &ldquo;so I heard about something that&rsquo;s coming and&rdquo;</p><p>I&rsquo;m not going to say that it&rsquo;s impossible they didn&rsquo;t use something from the script to tease this, but I doubt it. Things still would have been pretty early on at this point. Filming hadn&rsquo;t even started yet, and we&rsquo;re months before they released that table read video.</p><p>It would work on so many levels, but I&rsquo;m fairly sure Stranger Writers even explicitly stated it wasn&rsquo;t for a couple when people started going nuts over what it meant.</p><p>So, sorry, guys. As sweet as something like this would be for Mike or Will to write to the other, it&rsquo;s almost certainly not the case here.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, byler

Post id: 685673876557086720
Date: 2022-05-30 11:19:25 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685673876557086720
Slug: im-very-confused-whether-dr-brenner-is-evil-or
Reblog key: DY8VpGcW
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I'm very confused whether Dr. Brenner is evil or not. It looked like he did or does care and I know him treating El nicely and even telling her she's free to leave could be some wicked manipulation game, but we also saw him being vulnerable and genuinely distraught when he saw ten and the other de*d bodies on the floor so yeah, I really don't know what to think.</p><p>On another note, how do you think his reaction to meeting Will is going to be? He seemed pretty interested in him back in S1 and it felt like the lab didn't want Will to be found (What if they find the boy? They won't.) I wonder what will happen to 'the boy who lived' and if Dr. Owens ever told his colleague about the happenings in S2.</p>
Answer: <p>This is something I want to address in more depth, but I want to see volume 2 first.</p><p>Brenner is a bit more complex this season, at least so far. In season 1, we saw what looked like a pretty clear amoral &ldquo;for science!&rdquo; sort of guy. He didn&rsquo;t care what lengths he had to go to, nor did he care about any collateral damage, in order to achieve his ends.</p><p>I&rsquo;m wondering if the massacre changed how he approached things.</p><p>He seemed to genuinely care about the kids. It&rsquo;s possible that it&rsquo;s all part of the ruse to get the kids to obey him, yes, but we see it even when there&rsquo;s no witnesses except us. He seems disturbed when 010 is relating the violent images he&rsquo;s seeing. When he wakes up after being hit with the door, one of the first things he does is check on 010, and seems distraught when he notices the kid is dead.</p><p>What I&rsquo;m working with at the moment is the idea that Brenner is a man who believes himself to be a good guy. However, he&rsquo;s still a mostly &ldquo;rationality over emotion&rdquo; sort of person, so he&rsquo;s able to justify any questionable things he does. For example, I&rsquo;m sure it&rsquo;s quite easy for him to justify holding those kids in a secret Lab in the first place. It&rsquo;s simply safer for everyone involved to keep them isolated. The extreme measures he uses for discipline? These are kids with immensely dangerous powers, so he needs a way to keep them in check.</p><p>His punishment of 002 is quite harsh, but he does continually give the kid chances to come clean, only increasing the punishment as 002 continues to lie. Keep in mind, the entire reason for this is that he, and the others, gave El a concussion simply for beating 002 at the training game. That is a very dangerous mindset for someone as powerful as them to hold. Knowing what we know about 001, it&rsquo;s possible that Brenner fears these kids using their powers to nefarious ends. He likely knows exactly what really happened to Henry&rsquo;s family. As extreme as it looks to us, Brenner needs these kids to know not to use their powers to harm, at least without cause.</p><p>Then we have Brenner&rsquo;s comments to El about superheroes and monsters. He is right. Monsters and superheroes are the things of fairy tales, and the real world isn&rsquo;t like that. He&rsquo;s right that we all have good and bad within us, and we won&rsquo;t be complete as long as we don&rsquo;t accept that. We can see Brenner as someone who has accepted the bad within him as a necessary part of who he is. He&rsquo;s not like Owens, who frets over compromising his principles, though. Brenner will do what he feels is necessary, seeing that the ends justify the means. He&rsquo;s not good or bad, as those are fairy tale concepts. </p><p>I&rsquo;m not convinced that Brenner gets a chance to meet Will. I think that by the time the gang finds El, the military will have already attacked, leaving Brenner, Owens, and everyone else inside dead. El will manage to get away, and I&rsquo;m guessing they find her in the desert afterwards. The explosion may be a self-destruct mechanism that Owens had set up in the event they were compromised. </p><p>Honestly, even if he did see him, I&rsquo;m not sure Brenner would react. The show has really been downplaying Will&rsquo;s importance for almost two full seasons by now. Whether it&rsquo;s for a reason or the writers just not caring about his character anymore, I don&rsquo;t know, but I wouldn&rsquo;t expect Brenner to be the first person to change that.</p>
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Question: <p>&#128000;&#128001;&#128000;&#128001; &lt;&mdash;&mdash; here&rsquo;s a variety of anti homophobe rats for you I&rsquo;m sure you can start a zoo now lol</p>
Answer: <p>Ratboy was something of a nickname of mine when I was in high school.</p><p><br/></p><p><br/></p><p>Don&rsquo;t ask.</p>
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Question: <p>What do you make of Finn sharing all the mileven content on his IG story?</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, he&rsquo;s promoting the show. The only social media stuff that I&rsquo;d stop and think about a bit would be the stuff posted by the actual Stranger Things channels.</p>
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Question: <p>WAIT I just noticed this, but the Byers-Hopper family goes: Jim, Joyce, Jonathan, Jane and Will. Their entire family begins with J except for Will, he&rsquo;s the odd one out. It probably doesn&rsquo;t mean anything but it&rsquo;s an interesting detail I noticed. </p>
Answer: <p>Good observation. Yeah, it&rsquo;s difficult to tell if it means anything, but it&rsquo;s quite the coincidence if not.</p>
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Question: <p>What do you think about the theory that Vecna symbolizes/represents suic*dal thoughts/depression?</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, it fits, especially with Max writing letters to her loved ones. That would be MAJOR red flag behavior if I found out one of my students were doing that.</p>
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Question: <p>Idk what happened but your doubtful posts on byler is making it hard to follow you now. I&rsquo;m trying to stay positive and hopeful here&hellip; what is wrong? </p>
Answer: <p>Don&rsquo;t mind me. I just have trouble believing I can have what I want sometimes. Like a certain kid with a bowl cut.</p>
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Question: <p>heres your rat and reporter!! i hope the turtles are happy :)</p><p>&#129485;&#129509; and &#128000; </p>
Answer: <figure class="tmblr-full tmblr-embed" data-provider="youtube" data-url="https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AxuvUAjHYWQ&amp;ab_channel=JopzValentineFrani" data-orig-width="267" data-orig-height="200"><iframe width="267" height="200" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/AxuvUAjHYWQ?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe></figure><p>This was one of my favorite cartoons as a kid.</p>
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Question: <p>more turtles so your other ones have friends -&gt; &#128034; &#128034; &#128034; </p><p>im sorry homophobes are going for you :(</p><p>you are my favorite theorist and i'm so grateful to read your theories and whatnot, it gives me so much hope for byler. drink lots of water and have a great day or night! &lt;3</p>
Answer: <p>I have to have the entire team at this point. Now I need a rat to train them. And a news reporter who is wearing a yellow jumpsuit for some reason.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t sweat the homophobes. They&rsquo;re the ones spending their free time messaging me.</p><p>Thank you for your compliments. I hope to do more of my bigger psych analysis posts after the school year is over. I might wait until season 4 is out in its entirety for that, though.</p>
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Question: <p>i&rsquo;m not sure if you&rsquo;ve ever seen the new she-ra but the scene where catra confesses to adora is exactly how i imagine mike pleading to will while under vecna&rsquo;s curse. the reaching hands in particular is imagery i want recreated with byler.</p><p>if you need it: https://youtu.be/sHJBF3fPCOI</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, that&rsquo;s one that you guys didn&rsquo;t need to link.</p><p>I loved that. It was amazing.</p><p>Well, amazing in every way except the fact that it didn&rsquo;t happen until the very end of the entire show.</p><p>I can totally see Will being the sort of person who is ready to sacrifice himself, thinking he&rsquo;s worth more to everyone dead than alive. Meanwhile, Mike is an absolute sobbing wreck begging him not to do it.</p>
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Question: <p>alright bestie: here's my challenge for you </p><p>what do you think max's letter to lucas says? write it &gt;:)</p>
Answer: <p>oh god ok</p><p><i>&ldquo;Dear Stalker. </i></p><p><i>Shit, I just have so many things I want to say. That I need to say. I know I&rsquo;ve been distant, and I know that you&rsquo;ve been worrying about me. You shouldn&rsquo;t have. I&rsquo;m not worth the trouble. You look so much happier, anyways. I know I seem sort of&hellip; dramatic, writing this. God knows I feel like it is. I don&rsquo;t even know where I&rsquo;m going with this letter. With everyone else, it was easy, or, easier, but with you&hellip; you&rsquo;re special, Stalker. And I care about you. A lot, actually. Which is why I didn&rsquo;t - couldn&rsquo;t - be with you. I know it sounds like an excuse. I&rsquo;m sorry. </i></p><p><i>You&rsquo;re just so good, and then there&rsquo;s me, being sad over someone who hurt me. Who hurt you. I know you don&rsquo;t understand it. I can see it in your eyes. And I feel like we&rsquo;ve&hellip; I don&rsquo;t know, grown apart. But you still try to talk to me. You still care. I don&rsquo;t understand why you do. I&rsquo;m so mean to you, all the time. </i></p><p><i>And when I said that people change&hellip; it wasn&rsquo;t me who changed. I&rsquo;m still the new girl, the outsider. I&rsquo;m still the one that avoids talking to people I care about. But you, you&rsquo;ve grown more than I ever could&rsquo;ve known. You&rsquo;ve become so much kinder, and better, hell, you&rsquo;re even stronger and taller than before, as if you needed it. You shine brighter with every passing day, lighting me up from the inside. Meanwhile, I&rsquo;ve darkened. Every day I feel more and more like giving up. I even think of dying. </i></p><p><i>It&rsquo;s funny, right? How I&rsquo;m writing to you about thinking of dying while writing this because I might die. Dramatic irony, huh? But this letter isn&rsquo;t about me. It&rsquo;s about <b>you</b>. It&rsquo;s about how great you are, how much better as a man you&rsquo;ve become. You&rsquo;re cool, and different, and like, totally tubular. If you&rsquo;re reading this, it means I&rsquo;m dead. But I can&rsquo;t die without letting you know that I love you. </i></p><p><i>I love you so much it scares me, because I don&rsquo;t think I&rsquo;ve ever loved or been loved as much as we have. I wouldn&rsquo;t trade our time for anything. And I&rsquo;m sorry it&rsquo;s taken me this long to admit it. </i></p><p><i>Stay tubular. </i></p><p><i><strike>From</strike>, </i></p><p><i>Love, MadMax.</i></p>
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Question: <p>Sorry i don&rsquo;t get why you doubt Byler because of the line &ldquo;i should have explained myself&rdquo;</p><p>To me it looks like he should have explained that he doesnt see her anymore in a romantic why. Why do you doubt?</p>
Answer: <p>Because is he really so stupid that he thinks she&rsquo;d react well to him telling her that?</p><p>I can only imagine this is the writers trying to be vague about what it is he needs to say to her. I mean, he&rsquo;s not about to say he doesn&rsquo;t love her until the time comes in the show to actually tell her. I suppose he needs to continue leaving Will thinking it&rsquo;s hopeless, too.</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 685628421925109760
Date: 2022-05-29 23:16:56 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685628421925109760
Slug: you-ever-think-people-are-just-interpreting-things
Reblog key: Y1uZHIQZ
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>You ever think people are just interpreting things a certain way because they want them happen SO badly? Do you think our glasses are fogged up? It worries me. </p>
Answer: <p>I mean, we all have biases.</p><p>But if that were the case, it should be getting <i>harder </i>to interpret it the way we want as more evidence to the contrary comes out.</p><p>It&rsquo;s getting <i>easier</i>.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, byler

Post id: 685627628399575040
Date: 2022-05-29 23:04:19 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685627628399575040
Slug: sorry-i-dont-get-why-you-doubt-byler-because-of
Reblog key: KB6Q8k3O
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Sorry i don&rsquo;t get why you doubt Byler because of the line &ldquo;i should have explained myself&rdquo;</p><p>To me it looks like he should have explained that he doesnt see her anymore in a romantic why. Why do you doubt?</p>
Answer: <p>Because is he really so stupid that he thinks she&rsquo;d react well to him telling her that?</p><p>I can only imagine this is the writers trying to be vague about what it is he needs to say to her. I mean, he&rsquo;s not about to say he doesn&rsquo;t love her until the time comes in the show to actually tell her. I suppose he needs to continue leaving Will thinking it&rsquo;s hopeless, too.</p>
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Question: <p>Nancy's revelation about the upside down being stuck in 1983 when Will disappeared tho..... where's all the hype about that lmao. And at the very beginning of the season, during El's voiceover letter to Mike, she mentions time travel. Right away when she said that, even tho it was just related to her feeling like time moved differently now that she was away from Mike, it reminded me of the foreshadowing when Will said "the demogorgan, it got me" in s1. Both were at the very beginning of the season, and explicit-statement-yet-cleverly-hidden-foreshadowing about what turns out to be the season's big thing potentially? Anyways, time-related shenanigans seem to be inevitable and i'm excited for it. Your thoughts?</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;ve been feeling like the whole time thing has been inevitable since the Back to the Future stuff in season 3.</p><p>I feel like it&rsquo;s pointing to something being &ldquo;stuck&rdquo; since the day Will went missing. Like how Dmitri referred to Hopper&rsquo;s situation as being stuck.</p><p>I can&rsquo;t say with any certainty what it all means, but it seems to mean <i>something</i>.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 685625466625966080
Date: 2022-05-29 22:29:58 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685625466625966080
Slug: mike-criticizing-the-flowers-hes-brought-sounds
Reblog key: wQRgJQHl
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Mike criticizing the flowers he&rsquo;s brought sounds like a florist explaining a mix up with shipping. &ldquo;Yeah sorry about everything, but fortunately I was able to scrounge up something very similar to your original order. Hope it&rsquo;s to your liking. Regards&rdquo;</p>
Answer: <p>What gets me about the flowers isn&rsquo;t just that he felt the need to explain it all. What gets me is how he explained it. He said he got yellow flowers because she likes yellow, but then thought it was too much yellow. </p><p>He thought it was too much of something she would have liked. </p><p>So he added purple flowers? Mike Wheeler is really out here judging flower bouquets? </p><p>Nothing about that was natural, at all, and it makes it seem more like Mike bought the flowers and made the whole story up.</p>
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Question: <p>They revealed that Max was possessed by vecna in the trailer so they might let it slip if Will was too</p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s a fair point, and you&rsquo;re right.</p><p>I counter with Max getting targeting being something that happens early on. If it happens to Will, it probably wouldn&rsquo;t be until the final episode. Would they want to spoil something that happens in the finale?</p><p>I guess we&rsquo;ll see where the marketing takes us this month. If we see more hints, then you&rsquo;re right.</p>
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Question: <p>Have you noticed every time there&rsquo;s a byler fight it always cuts back to Mike who looks like he&rsquo;s regretting what he&rsquo;s just said to Will. It&rsquo;s a very specific moment where you can tell and the fact is we never see that with any other characters he argues with. With others Mike feels guilty after being called out in it but with Will it&rsquo;s instantaneous.</p>
Answer: <p>Will is Mike&rsquo;s weak point. No matter how upset Mike gets, he can&rsquo;t get mad at Will for long before he feels like shit for it.</p><p>All it takes is for Will to give him that look with the sad eyes, and Mike is just gone.</p>
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Question: <p>Man Will really had the worst birthday ever. Also Els comment about how she wanted the day to be about her and Mike like I get you&rsquo;re excited but hello?? I really wish Will said something but we all know how freakin selfless he is. I swear if none of this is addressed or brought up in the show or interviews imma need to be held back from the Duffers</p>
Answer: <p>El wanting to make the day entirely about her has me sort of hoping the writers simply forgot about Will&rsquo;s birthday. It makes no sense for everyone, especially his family and Mike, to simply forget Will&rsquo;s birthday.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 685617587432947712
Date: 2022-05-29 20:24:44 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685617587432947712
Slug: im-pretty-sure-stranger-things-is-the-only-tv
Reblog key: PyL0Khwe
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I&rsquo;m pretty sure stranger things is the only tv show I have ever watched where I liked every single character. Which is extremely impressive considering how many characters there are </p>
Answer: <p>I know, right? Even the unlikeable characters are unlikeable in the right way.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, stranger things

Post id: 685617456430170112
Date: 2022-05-29 20:22:39 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685617456430170112
Slug: sorry-for-not-adding-more-detail-i-was-insinuating
Reblog key: pJXCsoNf
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Sorry for not adding more detail I was insinuating you lol.</p>
Answer: <p>Oh&hellip;</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="200" data-orig-width="361"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b2de318fb3c6118dece121996891d4e3/f7969dafca3a0b98-fa/s640x960/7c71d4a3daa46a2bc5e487d6baf28b75041f9c7f.gif" data-orig-height="200" data-orig-width="361"/></figure></div><p>Well, you know what they say. All good things must someday come to an end. </p><p>Besides, who knows what real plans they might have for spinoffs. I might still be around.</p>
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Question: <p>Anyone else gonna rlly miss this guy after season five? </p>
Answer: <p>Who? I&rsquo;m going to miss them all, really.</p>
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Question: <p>Anything in particular you want for volume 2? Like more scenes with certain characters or more interaction?</p>
Answer: <p>No more spiders. Please. I have terrible arachnophobia.</p><p>Aside from that, I want more of the Pizza Party. They had woefully little screen time after El left, and what they did have was still largely about her.</p><p>Character interactions are probably my favorite thing about this show. The plot almost seems like it should exist simply to allow for these dynamics. I sometimes I have to remind myself that these are just actors because it comes across as so natural to me. I guess that&rsquo;s a compliment to their acting abilities.</p><p>Obviously, I want more Mike and Will, but I&rsquo;d also like some Will and El scenes, too. Give us some real pseudo-twin bonding. El and Jonathan, too, for that matter.</p><p>I&rsquo;d like to see a Hopper and El reunion, too. I wonder if that will happen, though. It might get pushed into season 5.</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;m surprised Jonathan wants to break up with Nancy </p>
Answer: <p>I rewatched the golf scene to respond to this. Can we take a moment to appreciate Jonathan and Argyle&rsquo;s friendship?</p><p>&ldquo;Who would I tell? You&rsquo;re my only friend Jonathan.&rdquo;</p><p>But he still supports Jonathan going to college with Nancy instead of him. Sigh. I want Argyle to be ok. </p><p>Anyway, back to the Ask.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not surprised. It&rsquo;s that Byers insecurity. We see it in Will, too.</p><p>He thinks that he&rsquo;d be dragging Nancy down. He thinks that she&rsquo;d throw her dreams away for him and grow to resent him for it. He also says that Emerson isn&rsquo;t his dream, so he probably wouldn&rsquo;t be happy following her, either. He&rsquo;s not allowing himself to see a positive outcome because &ldquo;the cycle never ends.&rdquo;</p><p>I love how Argyle sympathizes, but still calls him out for how badly he&rsquo;s handling this. That&rsquo;s honestly what a true best friend should do.</p><p>I&rsquo;m hoping that things get better for them when they meet back up in Hawkins. Their only real problem is the lack of honest, judgment-free communication. They do really love each other, so I think it&rsquo;s salvageable. I just hope Jonathan doesn&rsquo;t get there and see her and Steve suspiciously close.</p>
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Question: <p>It just weirds me out that Nancy in Season 2 went off to investigate with Jonathan after having tense moment in her relationship with Steve and then slept with Jonathan, and that&rsquo;s basically what&rsquo;s happening right now but inverse! She&rsquo;s along with Steve and the others investigating and in a rocky path with Jonathan and now all of a sudden she likes Steve again?&#65532; I could see maybe Steve&rsquo;s lingering feelings being there as reasonable because they have just been thrown into the thick of it and the situation makes him protective, and even then you can see Steve is not &ldquo;throwing himself&rdquo; (Dustin says this I think) at Nancy he&rsquo;s just protecting her, but Nancy is eyeing him up and down and looking very attracted, as if she didn&rsquo;t break his heart and tell him their relationship was bullshit and blame him (with herself) for Barb&rsquo;s death? </p><p>Also &#65532; Steve&rsquo;s way of coping with his trauma is to try to go along and forget about it and have a normal life! While Nancy&rsquo;s isn&rsquo;t and that&rsquo;s what hurt their  relationship in Season 2! </p><p>I just want them to leave this plot point alone. But thinking about it, it would only be good if it is a whole Steve finding out that True Love is the love he has for his friends and that they are his true family and he does not find to the One &trade;&#65039; right now&#65532;&#65532;&#65532;&#65532;&#65532;&#65532;&#65532;. </p>
Answer: <p>As much as I always thought Nancy would like the new Steve, I think this is bad for both of them. I really hope it&rsquo;s a tease.</p><p>Nancy spent time with Fred insisting, despite everything going on, that she still loves Jonathan. Yet, she&rsquo;s giving serious attention to Steve, whose heart she broke in season 2 by saying their love was bullshit and reappearing later on with Jonathan. Steve seemingly got past that, but still wanted to be friends with both her and Jonathan.</p><p>Now we have both of them teasing at getting back together? It makes Nancy look like a player and Steve look like a fool. It kills me that we have Robin, of all people, cheerleading this.</p><p>Let it be a tease. Let it be a vehicle for both of them to realize what really matters.</p>
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Question: <p>I feel like the duffers have written themselves into a corner: if Will's feelings aren't reciprocated its the overused gay-person-likes-their-straight-friend trope which would suck but if El's feelings arent reciprocated the timing is sorta terrible - this season focuses so much on her feeling worthless without her powers &amp; worrying she is unlovable, Mike not loving her like she wants feels like something that would push her over the edge rather than prompt growth, shouldve been done last season</p>
Answer: <p>They really have, to be honest. This has been building ever since season 2, which is when I started to see Byler as a real thing. This is now two consecutive seasons where they could have squashed it, but chose to keep building it up, instead. We were meant to notice all of this, despite people saying we were delusional. It was the plan all along.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not sure how they can resolve this happily in the last two episodes, even as long as they are. Will is too far gone for Mike to simply &ldquo;get over it&rdquo; if Mike tells El he loves her. El could get some character development where she&rsquo;s able to handle Mike coming clean to her, but maybe not. It&rsquo;s very possible one of them is devastated because of Mike, which is exactly the thing I think he&rsquo;s most afraid of. My worry is that it causes either El or Will to take a dark turn, which is something I don&rsquo;t want to see.</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;m the anon that asked about the &ldquo;obvious&rdquo; thing. I wouldn&rsquo;t worry because as of rn the majority of people think Will likes Mike but it won&rsquo;t be reciprocated. I know some of us feel like it will but the general public is holding tight onto heteronormativity, so for them the subversion will be Mike liking him back so lol</p>
Answer: <p>Hm, good point. With different segments of the audience building different expectations, one person&rsquo;s subversion could be another&rsquo;s confirmation. I&rsquo;d wager more people are expecting Will to get rejected, too.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, byler

Post id: 685612113704747008
Date: 2022-05-29 18:57:43 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685612113704747008
Slug: the-combine-thing-robin-says-wait-so-if-we
Reblog key: rP5545dz
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>THE COMBINE THING ROBIN SAYS. wait. So if we notice right all the numbers have 11s powers but number one can also make people see things just like Kali, and we know the numbers two through 17 are an attempt from Brenner to replicate his powers, it could mean that If El accepted the truth somehow will make her power up? a combination? Something like that? Remember one of the first things we see Kali do is create an illusion of spiders to scare her friend Axel&#65532;! </p>
Answer: <p>I suppose that&rsquo;s something that could happen, but, come on. I&rsquo;m so over El always managing to get exactly as powerful as she needs to be in order to save the day all the time. It gets to the point where there&rsquo;s no real reason to have other characters, really. </p><p>I had hoped that when Dustin&rsquo;s roll of 11 was a fail against the campaign version of Vecna that it was a clue that 11 wouldn&rsquo;t be able to do this, not alone anyway. I&rsquo;d rather El bring together Kali, and perhaps some other superpowered people (somehow) and use teamwork to beat Vecna. It would allow her to still be one of the main protagonists while also helping to move her past the whole &ldquo;superhero&rdquo; thing. </p><p>Sigh, you do bring up a good point, though. </p>
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Question: <p>Okay, so maybe it's just me but I feel like in the next volume Mike will definitely find out about Will liking him and being gay.  HOWEVER, I don't there there will be an response to those feelings until the final season. I feel like Byler does happen, it won't be until the last season, in a scenario where Mike and El finally break up for good and Mike has time to process his own feelings before responding the Will's confession. Idk why, but I just feel like they wouldn't get together until S5.</p>
Answer: <p>I can see why you&rsquo;d think that. It&rsquo;d be less risky since it&rsquo;s the last season, and all that noise. </p><p>I do think that we&rsquo;re running out of time for anything major, so I suppose I sort of agree. However, there&rsquo;s no reason, other than being cowards, they can&rsquo;t establish it before season 4 ends. I think it&rsquo;d be a better story to reveal it now, then use season 5 to show them actually being a couple instead of doing a late reveal that never gets any real development.</p>
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Question: <p>Why does it make you worried that it&rsquo;s &ldquo;so obvious now&rdquo; if you don&rsquo;t mind me asking.</p>
Answer: <p>I suppose it&rsquo;s because I expect that any expectations built by the Duffers are there to be subverted. For example, I didn&rsquo;t believe for a second that El killed those kids once I saw that opening scene, but we were meant to think she did, at least on a surface level. </p><p>I try to take solace in the fact that the Duffers probably have little to do with the marketing, which is part of the reason it seems so obvious.</p>
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Question: <p>Okay, so maybe it's just me but I feel like in the next volume Mike will definitely find out about Will liking him and being gay.  HOWEVER, I don't there there will be an response to those feelings until the final season. I feel like Byler does happen, it won't be until the last season, in a scenario where Mike and El finally break up for good and Mike has time to process his own feelings before responding the Will's confession. Idk why, but I just feel like they wouldn't get together until S5.</p>
Answer: <p>I can see why you&rsquo;d think that. It&rsquo;d be less risky since it&rsquo;s the last season, and all that noise. </p><p>I do think that we&rsquo;re running out of time for anything major, so I suppose I sort of agree. However, there&rsquo;s no reason, other than being cowards, they can&rsquo;t establish it before season 4 ends. I think it&rsquo;d be a better story to reveal it now, then use season 5 to show them actually being a couple instead of doing a late reveal that never gets any real development.</p>
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Question: <p>I feel like you have probably talked about this before but in volume 2 when Will gets put under the trance by Vecna (because we all know it will happen) how do you think they will save him? As a Byler shipper i definitely think it will involve Mike, but how do you think it would go? </p>
Answer: <p>Dude, I came up with the whole &ldquo;Mike sings Boys Don&rsquo;t Cry to Will&rdquo; idea.</p><p><a href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685507800744460288?source=share">Check it out.</a></p>
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Question: <p>None of the people in my personal life who also watch the show picked up on Will being gay, they just thought he was upset that his only friend was ignoring him</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s depressing, isn&rsquo;t it?</p><p>I can&rsquo;t say I ever got <i>that </i>excited to see any of my friends. Well, except for the ones I had a thing for.</p>
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Question: <p>A person on insta named keykey has pointed out that Mike has a poster referencing to a parents death . What if his emotional monologue is about  Karens/Teds death? :( ( sorry for my bad English btw ) Have a nice day </p>
Answer: <p>What poster is that? Conan the Barbarian?</p><p>We do have that scene of Karen leaning over Holly. I&rsquo;d imagine it&rsquo;s when the military shows up looking for Mike (to find El).</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1006" data-orig-width="1865"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6fe02c9b3871e20b094fcf0934ddae65/2ccf744d6c712e5f-b6/s640x960/7d05a1827cf37dea17cf602bd06d4bc7109c5617.jpg" data-orig-height="1006" data-orig-width="1865"/></figure></div><p>These people shot up a house with kids looking for El. I don&rsquo;t think they care about hurting innocent people if they think it gets them closer to their goal.</p><p>I honestly wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised if Ted takes a stand. He may be the most boring man alive, but he does care about his family in his own way. The man might die trying to protect his family.</p>
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Question: <p>I do still have a fear that Will will die protecting Mike and El</p>
Answer: <p>I won&rsquo;t judge you for your fears. You probably have years of Bury Your Gays leading you to feel that way.</p><p>That said, like I said with my previous Ask, we&rsquo;ll be fresh off of Pride month when volume 2 launches. It would be terrible PR to have a gay character die, especially after spending all of volume 1 &ldquo;hinting&rdquo; that he&rsquo;s in love with his best friend.</p>
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Question: <p>I honestly am there with you in that how obvious Byler is makes me nervous. I think how much the cast and show has hinted towards it could be considered queerbaiting if it doesn&rsquo;t come to fruition however. I feel like the Duffers would want to steer clear of those allegations, what do you think?</p>
Answer: <p>Volume 2 launches literally the day after Pride. I realize that&rsquo;s probably more Netflix than them, but it would be <i>terrible </i>PR if they built towards this during Pride only to go &ldquo;lol, nope, Mike loves El.&rdquo;</p>
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Question: <p>my prediction for Mike liking will back, is following the Hollywood thread and my friends from reddie fandom... I think I'll end with a letter from Mike to Will signed "Love, Mike." As subtle and obvious as it can be to both audiences (clueless and us). I'll be the equivalent of the "r+e" and it's such a hetero culture thing for the Duffer Brothers to come up with. it's perfect</p>
Answer: <p>Fuck.</p><p>That.</p><p>Noise.</p><p>We shouldn&rsquo;t be catering to the heteronormative sensibilities so that people can pretend they live in a world without gay people.</p><p>If they treat Byler in a way that is inferior to how they&rsquo;ve treated straight couples, then the Duffers will have shown they have no integrity.</p>
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Question: <p>None of the people in my personal life who also watch the show picked up on Will being gay, they just thought he was upset that his only friend was ignoring him</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s depressing, isn&rsquo;t it?</p><p>I can&rsquo;t say I ever got <i>that </i>excited to see any of my friends. Well, except for the ones I had a thing for.</p>
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Question: <p>As of right now, do you think they&rsquo;ll end up making Byler or Mileven endgame and if you&rsquo;re up to, why?</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, all one has to do is read through my posts to see I&rsquo;m more confident than even that they&rsquo;re going with Byler. </p><p>Honestly, the only thing that worries me is how obvious it&rsquo;s starting to look.</p>
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Question: <p>I think it&rsquo;s possible that it takes more than one person to bring Will back&hellip;but Mike will definitely be involved because they&rsquo;ve been building their connection/relationship during Vol1. Even if it&rsquo;s not through a mixtape, he&rsquo;ll talk or monologue or smth. </p>
Answer: <p>They&rsquo;ve already established that it&rsquo;s specifically music that breaks through Vecna&rsquo;s trances, though. And they&rsquo;ve been building up the importance of Mike, specifically, to Will in what little we get with him this season. </p><p>It&rsquo;s not that Will wouldn&rsquo;t care about the others, but Mike is the most important person in Will&rsquo;s life. That&rsquo;s been established and reinforced several times in this season alone.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, byler

Post id: 685608886238085120
Date: 2022-05-29 18:06:25 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685608886238085120
Slug: i-think-mike-calls-her-eleven-because-he-still
Reblog key: xJF0qC6N
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I think Mike calls her "Eleven" because he still thinks of her as a little kid. Like Brenner. Some part of him will always think of her as that scared little kid who needs him.</p>
Answer: <p>This is an interesting take. I&rsquo;m not sure I&rsquo;m 100% on board, but it&rsquo;s intriguing. I certainly think that at least part of her appeal to him is that she&rsquo;s someone who needs him.</p>
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Question: <p>As of right now, do you think they&rsquo;ll end up making Byler or Mileven endgame and if you&rsquo;re up to, why?</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, all one has to do is read through my posts to see I&rsquo;m more confident than even that they&rsquo;re going with Byler. </p><p>Honestly, the only thing that worries me is how obvious it&rsquo;s starting to look.</p>
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Question: <p>The Will touching his watch scene is from when the cops showed up to arrest El. You can see him doing it in the background when Jonathan answers the door. Looks like it's a nervous habit he has</p>
Answer: <p>I didn&rsquo;t notice that. That&rsquo;s rather lame if they really took that for the pose for his Funko. </p><p>I suppose it&rsquo;s somewhat fitting, though. He&rsquo;s been shoved into the background, so why not take a scene where he&rsquo;s literally in the background?</p>
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Question: <p>It's a cute idea but based on this season, I wouldn't believe Mike knows Will's favorite song anymore. They've barely talked for a year, and Mike hasn't actually asked Will one thing about himself or his new life in the whole of volume one. If Will's favorite song was still Should I Stay or Should I Go though, like it was in season one and two, I could see Mike singing that. Unless they show us Byler actually talking about Boys Don't Cry in volume two, obviously. That'd be a different story.</p>
Answer: <p>Mike might not, but Jonathan would. Mike would just need to know the song.</p><p>At any rate, I doubt it&rsquo;s what they have planned, even if it would be perfect.</p>
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Question: <p>The conversation between Mike and Will after they were burying that guy&rsquo;s body is the one Finn referenced in an interview, when he said that Will had a line about how hard it is to be vulnerable with someone and tell them what you really think (Finn&rsquo;s words). Finn says that it psychs Mike out, so we are indeed supposed to think that it hit Mike. But why would it? Like, yes, opening up is hard, that&rsquo;s nothing new. What do you think is so scary about that conversation for Mike?</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, it clearly gets into Mike&rsquo;s head. Mike has nothing to be afraid of in telling El he loves her. Not if it&rsquo;s what he really feels. </p><p>If the entire story is just some vehicle to get Mike to gain the confidence to open up his heart to El, then it&rsquo;s just a bad story. You&rsquo;d have Mike and El being the happy, cliché teen movie relationship, while Will has to swallow his tears and just be happy for Mike. It makes Will&rsquo;s entire character exist just to suffer for the benefit of those around him.</p><p>It makes more sense if what Mike is afraid to say is that he <i>doesn&rsquo;t </i>love El, not romantically, anyway. It makes more sense if he reveals that Will means more to him than anything, even if he doesn&rsquo;t have it all figured out, yet. So far, all those charged moments they have include coded conversations between the two. The most clear one is &ldquo;the best thing I&rsquo;ve ever done&rdquo; and that happened because Mike felt he was going to lose Will.</p><p>Remember that Finn said that Mike would be moved to action by someone he cares about being in danger. That sounds a lot like how he acted throughout season 2, particularly the scene in the shed.</p><p>The only thing I&rsquo;m not sure about is why Mike is afraid. It all hinges on whether or not he&rsquo;s onto how Will feels about him. The airport scene makes it sort of ambiguous, but he gets visibly nervous when he asks about the painting.</p>
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Question: <p>I don't know if anyone has already talked about this shot but it's strange that they put the name "Henry" right behind Will ... If this is worth anything </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1389" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3e2cba681bab644ab22753fd2d45e55d/de000c3147226694-b3/s640x960/4b689adb0ea936878739b74742f92c7669090a2b.jpg" data-orig-height="1389" data-orig-width="720"></figure></div>
Answer: <p>Good catch.</p><p>I have no idea. I know they carefully set up their sets and camera angles, but I have no idea. Everytime I let myself think Will is important to the story, I end up disappointed.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think the reason why El wants Mike to tell her he loves her so bad is because she actually needs someone to say it to her? And that she might realize this? That it&rsquo;s not Mike&rsquo;s love specifically she wants, she just feels the need to be loved and to be told so without misunderstanding. I feel like that might be something that could help her move on from Mike (which I sincerely hope, ships aside). Also, the last conversation between Mike and Will, when Will says &ldquo;especially if they don&rsquo;t like the truth&rdquo; sounds as if it could apply to both Mike and Will, not only to Will. Do you think that&rsquo;s what we&rsquo;re supposed to get from it?</p>
Answer: <p>El spent a year in a cabin watching soap operas while spying on Mike from time to time.</p><p>In that time, she built up an idea of Mike that she fell in love with because of the soap operas. This became the thought she held onto that kept her feeling like everything would be ok. He was her secure base. This is also why she clung to him again after Hopper &ldquo;died.&rdquo;</p><p>She needs him to love her, otherwise she feels like she has nothing. Her life has been terrible, Byers family aside, ever since she lost Hopper and moved from Hawkins. She has no friends, she&rsquo;s bullied, she had to leave behind the Party, and the closest thing she ever had to a father died. </p><p>I&rsquo;ve been saying for years that the difference between Mike/El and Mike/Will is that the former is &ldquo;I love you because I need you&rdquo; while the latter is &ldquo;I need you because I love you.&rdquo; El thinks she loves Mike because she&rsquo;s dependent on him. Look how she reacts when the bullies get on her at the roller rink. She&rsquo;s so afraid of what Mike would think that she pleads with Angela to tell him it was a joke and they&rsquo;re really friends. She hasn&rsquo;t been telling Mike the truth, either.</p><p>I do think that El sticking with Mike would be horrible for both of them. I just don&rsquo;t know how they&rsquo;ll advance El&rsquo;s development in that regard in the span of two episodes, even if they are long episodes. She hasn&rsquo;t really had any development involving relationships since she left, aside from Brenner telling her that the whole superhero and monster dichotomy is fairy tale stuff not applicable to actual people. </p><p>Maybe she notices Mike and Will and sees what it&rsquo;s really supposed to look like, but she also has a history of being very possessive of Mike. She tripped up Max just because he was mildly amused by her skateboarding. Her growing out of that would be a good thing, but, in my opinion, they haven&rsquo;t done anything to allow for that, yet.</p><p>I suppose we can get more development on this in volume 2. The California storyline suffered for screentime while El was at the base, but, once they&rsquo;re reunited, we should get to see more of them. I imagine we&rsquo;ll get a Mike/El conversation where, hopefully, they&rsquo;re both finally honest with each other. If this results in them making up and telling each other they love them, then I&rsquo;ll lose all respect for these writers.</p>
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Question: <p>did you notice mike holding a "7"-up can during his and will's "what if they dont like the truth" convo?</p>
Answer: <p>I did. It&rsquo;s another occurrence of the number 7.</p><p>No idea what it means, though.</p>
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Question: <p>Wow. The fact that Mike was eating with his no dominant hand, just so his hand wouldn&rsquo;t bump into El&rsquo;s. They&rsquo;re really showing how much he doesn&rsquo;t want to touch her or let her touch him. Very much the opposite of all the finger boops with Will back in the day.</p>
Answer: <p>I actually re-watched the dinner scene just to take a look at this. Sidebar: that entire scene is gold. (&ldquo;Jonathan, what is wrong with you.&rdquo; &ldquo;I think I know what&rsquo;s wrong with him.&rdquo;)</p><p>I&rsquo;ve long tried to figure out if Mike is right or left handed. He wears his watch on his right hand, suggesting he left-handed. However, I see him generally using his right hand for things. He eats with his right hand in earlier seasons, too.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t think there&rsquo;s anything unusual about the hand he uses in this scene. </p>
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Question: <p>If you search Schitt's Creek and Stranger Things, the interview where they mention it should pop up! But to paraphrase, they talk about how ST should (will?) end up on a high note, similar to how Schitt's Creek ended. Schitt's Creek ends with one of the main character's, David, marrying Patrick. It's highly regarded for it's happy ending, with the finale literally being titled, 'Happy Ending'.</p>
Answer: <p>Hm, I just checked it out. It sounds more like what the cast wants. They&rsquo;re talking about how the show keeps getting extended and how the Duffers want to end it right. Then Brett Gelman says he things it&rsquo;s important that it goes out on a high note. I think they&rsquo;re just talking about making sure that it ends right, like Schitt&rsquo;s Creek, not that it ends in the same way. </p>
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Question: <p>if jancy gonna be canon does it mean byler is like will dating his brother-in-law?&#128557; is that allowed or what</p>
Answer: <p>Why wouldn&rsquo;t it be allowed? Hell, I&rsquo;ve seen stories about twins marrying twins in double ceremonies before.</p>
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Question: <p>Have you noticed the 'sensitive kid' parallel between Henry Creel and Will Byers? Do you think Will has powers and only has to be reminded like El? </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;ve noticed that, yeah. I feel like it&rsquo;s a bit too on the nose to be a coincidence, but we&rsquo;ll see.</p><p>I&rsquo;ve long thought that Will had powers, but they&rsquo;ve slowly been giving explanations for things that counter my theories. For example, Will interacting with the lights was nothing special, as anyone can actually do it.</p><p>It&rsquo;s still possible, however. We&rsquo;ll see in about a month. I want to believe that Will is connected to the Upside Down, after all. They did make sure to name drop him when realizing the Upside Down was frozen in time (&ldquo;the day Will went missing&rdquo;). However, all we have is correlation, not causation. It could just as easily be that it was from him making contact with the Upside Down, not that there&rsquo;s anything special about him.</p>
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Question: <p>Will&rsquo;s funko pop touching his clock could mean that for Will it&rsquo;s time to die :(</p><p>I&rsquo;m kinda worried </p>
Answer: <p>Isn&rsquo;t that a bit of a stretch? I think your own personal fears are influencing your interpretation there. Unless the Duffers want to come out of Pride month with Bury Your Gays, I think Will is going to be fine. At most, they&rsquo;ll fake his death, even if that would be a repeat of what they did with Hopper.</p><p>I think all we can say is that he probably does <i>something </i>with his watch at one point. All the figures do seem to be loosely based on a scene. For example, Mike&rsquo;s seems like it&rsquo;s from where he&rsquo;s trying to recruit an alternate for the campaign, Max has her headphones, and Dustin has his walkie used to communicate with Robin and Eddie.</p>
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Question: <p>Why isn't anyone talking about the cast boasting ST is going to have a Schitt's Creek ending? I think it was Winona that brought it up, but all of the cast chimed in in agreement, specifically Finn who doubled down on it. Are you familiar with how Schitt's Creek ends?...</p>
Answer: <p>I haven&rsquo;t heard that, myself. I also haven&rsquo;t seen Schitt&rsquo;s Creek, but I&rsquo;ve heard some very good things about it. I have no idea how it ends.</p><p>Question: how do they know how the show ends? Are they just referring to this season?</p>
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Question: <p>But they didn&rsquo;t kill the mindflayer in S3, just the "meat flayer" by closing the gate, so where is it? And the demogorgons? Maybe that&rsquo;s what the Russian plot is about, the Russians have found a way to control them&hellip;</p>
Answer: <p>The piece, or essence, or whatever it is, from Will is probably what the Russians have. It&rsquo;s possible that, with its avatar imprisoned, the Mindflayer is helpless to do anything. If the Russians know about its weakness to fire, then they could be compelling the Mindflayer to comply by putting it in a heat-controlled enclosure.</p><p>The volume 2 teaser does seem to suggest that the Russians have been doing more with the Upside Down and the monsters than just keeping a demogorgon captive and entertained. </p>
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Question: <p>Has anyone talked about Mike calling her Eleven instead of El during the &ldquo;from Mike&rdquo; scene?</p>
Answer: <p>I honestly don&rsquo;t think I noticed, so thanks for telling me.</p><p>It&rsquo;s the whole &ldquo;Superhero&rdquo; thing. This has always been how Mike has seen her. It goes all the way back to season 1 where he saw her as a means to find and rescue Will. He even described her as &ldquo;a Yoda&rdquo; to Will, rather than give a more humanizing description (even if it was somewhat accurate, given her powers). He does this again when comparing girlfriends with Dustin, touting her having saved the world twice in response to Dustin bragging about Suzie&rsquo;s intelligence.</p><p>This is what Mike values about El. He can&rsquo;t really say anything else because he doesn&rsquo;t really know anything else about her. To him, he&rsquo;s his superpowered girlfriend, even if she doesn&rsquo;t have her powers anymore (at the time). Him calling her &ldquo;Eleven&rdquo; is like he&rsquo;s calling her by her superhero name. Everyone else (including him, most of the time) calls her El, which seems to be accepted as an affectionate nickname at this point, with Jane being her official name.</p><p>Oddly enough, the only other person who calls her Eleven is Brenner. I find this odd not because he&rsquo;s a bad guy, but because he pushed back at the whole hero and villain fairy tale that Mike has been pushing. I want to sort of do a whole post on this at some point, but Brenner is very right to tell her that ideas like good and evil don&rsquo;t really apply to the real world, and that we all have good and bad in us. He&rsquo;s right to tell her that she won&rsquo;t be complete until she accepts all of herself.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not sure where that&rsquo;s meant to go, of course, since it turns out that El didn&rsquo;t commit the massacre (duh). (Sidebar: it fits with Robin saying that she and Steve combining would solve their problems. I&rsquo;ve previously speculated that the Mindflayer is Will&rsquo;s &ldquo;dark side&rdquo; and that he&rsquo;d have to accept it as part of himself. I&rsquo;ll be pissed if this is yet another El storyline.)</p><p>Anyway, Mike calling her Eleven isn&rsquo;t very romantic, even if one takes it as him using her full name. That&rsquo;s still the sort of thing that is said when chastising someone (&ldquo;Is it early, Michael?&rdquo;). </p><p>No, Mike is still pushing this superhero fantasy. If these writers are at all good at what they&rsquo;re doing, they&rsquo;ll have El accept that she&rsquo;s not a superhero, but a person, and decide that Mike doesn&rsquo;t like El the person, but Eleven the Superhero. The fact that he pushes back on her honest, and accurate, perception that people don&rsquo;t like her by saying that they just don&rsquo;t know her like he does is ridiculous. What he means is they don&rsquo;t know she has powers (or had powers). Mike doesn&rsquo;t know El, either.</p><p>I think the next step for Mike and El is him actually getting to know her, and realizing that he&rsquo;s been projecting a fantasy onto her the entire time. El, for her part, needs to realize that she also has been doing so. I think she&rsquo;s already started to do so, though. </p>
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Question: <p>People are going on and on about how Mike and Will don&rsquo;t make sense because they&rsquo;ve been friends for so long. These are the same people who love Monica and Chandler  from Friends, because they had such a close friendship first. Oh well, hypocrisy.</p>
Answer: <p>Progressive heteronormativity leads people to think that gay people and relationships are ok, so long as they are not depicted as being equal to heterosexual people and relationships. It lets progressive straight people feel good about themselves, while also feeling like they are superior and &ldquo;normal.&rdquo; </p><p>It&rsquo;s similar in concept to wanting to help the &ldquo;uncivilized&rdquo; people of the world. It&rsquo;s not done out of a genuine desire to help, but, rather, a mindset that one is superior to another and that the &ldquo;other&rdquo; can&rsquo;t do better without help. In this case, they support having LGBT characters in fiction because they can pat themselves on the back for being so open-minded and progressive. It&rsquo;s never about the marginalized population, at all, but their own egos. </p>
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Question: <p>What if Will&rsquo;s painting is of a &#128056;? I saw green paint and my mind immediately went there.</p>
Answer: <p>I won&rsquo;t lie, when I saw this I immediately thought of Will the Wise turning a frog into a paladin. </p><p>It won&rsquo;t happen, but it made me laugh.</p>
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Question: <p>Everytime I learn a new things about UD I'm becoming more and more amazed that Will survived for 7 days </p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s curious, isn&rsquo;t it?</p><p>I hope they don&rsquo;t go with some BS excuse like it only seeming like one day to Will because of how time works in there.</p><p>It&rsquo;s like they keep going out of their way to make Will&rsquo;s significance be a total accident.</p>
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Question: <p>I was thinking what if the reason why Will was singing "Should I stay or should I go" in UD was because he was Vecna's target and figured out how to survive his curse...</p>
Answer: <p>Well, I don&rsquo;t think he figured it out. I think it was just a sanity mantra. It may have coincidentally protected him, but only because it gave him enough happy thoughts to ward off danger. I doubt he had figured it out.</p><p>The music playing in the shed, combined with Joyce, Jonathan, and Mike reminding him of happy memories, too. That was basically everything that Max went through when she broke free from Vecna.</p>
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Question: <p>It&rsquo;s probably a stupid question, but Vecna never entered our dimension, right? He attracts his victims in his mindscape and that&rsquo;s "where" they die? But it leaves the question as to why he didn&rsquo;t do it before since he doesn&rsquo;t need a gate to be open to do it&hellip;</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m thinking it could be because the Mindflayer is gone. If Dustin is right then the Mindflayer is the real one in charge in the Upside Down.</p><p>One of Vecna&rsquo;s biggest ambitions was to overthrow the Raven Queen and rule the Shadowfell. They could work that into the story by having him make a play for control with the Mindflayer gone. </p><p>Oh, the Raven Queen&rsquo;s home? The Fortress of Memories.</p><p>From the Forgotten Realms Wiki:</p><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>It was a place of overwhelming sorrow, overflowing with memories taken from mortals and fragments of dead deities, material objects collected by the shadar-kai and brought to her as gifts, and apparitions of creatures and places associated with strongly emotional stories. Swarms of <a href="https://forgottenrealms.fandom.com/wiki/Raven">ravens</a> occasionally flew out of the fortress, taking her cryptic messages to the far reaches of the <a href="https://forgottenrealms.fandom.com/wiki/Multiverse">multiverse</a> and acting as the Queen&rsquo;s eyes and ears while away.</p></blockquote><p>Creel House = Fortress of Sorrow<br/>Demobats = Ravens<br/>Upside Down = Shadowfell<br/>Mindflayer = Raven Queen<br/>Vecna = &hellip;.Vecna</p><p>Vecna is using the sorrowful memories he has access to in order to find and entrap his victims. </p><p>Dustin might be wrong. Vecna and the Mindflayer might be enemies.</p>
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Question: <p>Noah posted on his IG story a BTS vid of him Charlie and Finn in costume at the Russian prison. Any idea why their characters would be there??</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m not aware of this. I&rsquo;m going to need to see the video in question.</p><p>I mean, I&rsquo;ve wondered about the Mindflayer being in the Russian base, and how that might come into play, but how would they even get there?</p><p>I have been dabbling with a little headcanon that Will pulls a desperation move and re-exposes himself to the Mindflayer in a last-ditch effort to rein in Vecna. Sort of a &ldquo;Dormammu, I&rsquo;ve come to bargain&rdquo; moment where he offers himself up in exchange for Vecna&rsquo;s defeat, setting up season 5.</p><p>Still, it seems far too outlandish to be something that would actually happen. Maybe they were just visiting the set. Where were the prison interior scenes filmed?</p><p>Show me that video, please.</p>
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Question: <p>I saw a twt comment that basically said that they've been growing tension between melvin and to throw that away and have Mike /suddenly/ confess his feelings for Will out of nowhere would be bad writing. Wow, okay... This is a very common view among the audience and that alone doesn't reassure me. My faith in byler is shaky atm, I'm beginning to lose trust in the Duffers with the direction things are going and for belief among the general public. I fear the Duffers will remain beside what makes them more money.</p><p>(sorry this is long)</p>
Answer: <p>For a certain segment of the audience, it&rsquo;s going to seem like it comes out of nowhere no matter what happens. There are still people who see Will and Mike as just friends. </p><p>Heteronormativity is more powerful than people realize. Even the most progressive among us, not to mention actual LGBT people, can fall under its influence.</p><p>Netflix has invested a ton of money in Stranger Things. They&rsquo;re clearly ok with what the Duffers have been putting out over the past 3 seasons. I think people overestimate the damage a gay pairing could do to this show. I could agree if it was still a relatively new and low-tier show, but it&rsquo;s a cultural phenomenon at this point. While, to many of us, Byler would represent a huge moment, to most viewers it&rsquo;s probably not even something they put much importance on one way or another. </p>
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Question: <p>do you think will has come out to jonathan or that he merely suspects it?</p>
Answer: <p>I wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised in the least if Jonathan actually knows, but I suppose it&rsquo;s impossible to know for sure with what we&rsquo;ve seen. At the very least, he has an extremely accurate suspicion. </p><p>I mean, the whole &ldquo;have fun&rdquo; thing as Will was heading into the roller rink had heavy overtones of Jonathan knowing how upset Will was and why. Jonathan watched that cold greeting at the airport and <i>his </i>face dropped. </p><p>He knows. </p><p>Perhaps they will give us a brother to brother moment where Jonathan brings up the painting and tries to hint to Will that he knows and it&rsquo;s ok. It would be a nice scene to do at the same time Mike talks to El, should they decide to do that during the road trip.</p>
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Question: <p class="npf_chat">who do u think will be endgame this season is it jancy or stancy ?, also is it possible if byler will be canon &amp; so is jancy ?? (im sorry for bad english i hope u understand &#129394;)</p>
Answer: <p>I was personally pulling for Eddie/Chrissy, even though I pretty much knew Chrissy wasn&rsquo;t going to survive. They were adorable together.</p><p>I&rsquo;m 90% confident in Byler at this point. They&rsquo;ve come too far to wuss out on it now.</p><p>Honestly, I&rsquo;m not sure I want Nancy anywhere near either of those boys. While I don&rsquo;t doubt she cares for them both, she seems to be very quick to go to whoever is convenient at the time, provided she does have an interest in them to begin with. I think she has some stuff to sort out. Besides, I&rsquo;ve said before that I think Steve needs to learn to be happy single before getting back into a relationship.</p><p>I think Jancy is still possible <i><b>if </b></i>she and Jonathan come clean to each other and have a honest, judgment-free conversation about their relationships.</p>
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Question: <p>Noah posted on his IG story a BTS vid of him Charlie and Finn in costume at the Russian prison. Any idea why their characters would be there??</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m not aware of this. I&rsquo;m going to need to see the video in question.</p><p>I mean, I&rsquo;ve wondered about the Mindflayer being in the Russian base, and how that might come into play, but how would they even get there?</p><p>I have been dabbling with a little headcanon that Will pulls a desperation move and re-exposes himself to the Mindflayer in a last-ditch effort to rein in Vecna. Sort of a &ldquo;Dormammu, I&rsquo;ve come to bargain&rdquo; moment where he offers himself up in exchange for Vecna&rsquo;s defeat, setting up season 5.</p><p>Still, it seems far too outlandish to be something that would actually happen. Maybe they were just visiting the set. Where were the prison interior scenes filmed?</p><p>Show me that video, please.</p>
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Question: <p>right after will says to mike &ldquo;what if they don&rsquo;t like the truth?&rdquo; mike opens his mouth but then closes it as if he was about to say something but held back. that&rsquo;s his subconscious about to spill his truth out as well!! it&rsquo;s truly happening oh my god </p>
Answer: <figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="280" data-orig-width="480" data-npf='{"type":"video","provider":"tumblr","url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rcmu5vaenD1yrk3s2.mp4","media":{"url":"https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rcmu5vaenD1yrk3s2.mp4","type":"video/mp4","width":480,"height":280},"poster":[{"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rcmu5vaenD1yrk3s2_frame1.jpg","type":"image/jpeg","width":480,"height":280}],"filmstrip":{"url":"https://64.media.tumblr.com/previews/tumblr_rcmu5vaenD1yrk3s2_filmstrip.jpg","type":"image/jpeg","width":2000,"height":116}}'><video controls="controls" autoplay="autoplay" muted="muted" poster="https://64.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rcmu5vaenD1yrk3s2_frame1.jpg"><source src="https://va.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_rcmu5vaenD1yrk3s2.mp4" type="video/mp4"></source></video></figure><p>Yeah, you&rsquo;re right. </p><p>The little nod, the mouth opening slightly&hellip;</p><p>It looks like he wanted to say something, but couldn&rsquo;t.</p><p>Will&rsquo;s little speech did hit home with Mike. We can, unfortunately, only speculate as to what he&rsquo;s thinking here, though. At least for another month.</p>
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Question: <p>The first lines of El&rsquo;s letter are about time, Joyce saying time is funny like that, emotions can make it speed up or slow down. Do you think it has a double meaning, and it&rsquo;s about the mindscape or Nina? And any significance to the fact that it&rsquo;s Joyce&rsquo;s impression?</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s hard to even guess where they&rsquo;re going anymore, but everything does seem to come around to El one way or another. I get that she&rsquo;s the fan favorite character, but there&rsquo;s a huge cast here. I find it frustrating that they&rsquo;re all just basically living in El&rsquo;s world.</p><p>As to your specific question, I&rsquo;m reminding of Peter&rsquo;s flashbacks to when he was Henry Creel. He was able to manipulate the grandfather clock with his powers, making it seemingly go backwards. I think a similar thing happened in the Byers house way back in season 1, too. Time was also brought up in season 3 with Robin and Steve discussing Back to the Future. Then there&rsquo;s the matter of the Upside Down being frozen in time on November 6, 1983.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t know how it all fits together, but they do seem to be leaning into time being important.</p>
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Question: <p>But it's sad that they show Max's good memories with every friend except Will. I'm sure they had some  nice interactions. At least she wrote letter to him too.</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, but it&rsquo;s a sad truth that they haven&rsquo;t really interacted much. They probably did have a friendship, but we just didn&rsquo;t get to see any of it. </p><p>It&rsquo;s no wonder that Noah says &ldquo;it&rsquo;s just him and Mike&rdquo; because that&rsquo;s all his character is this season. As much as I like Byler, I&rsquo;m not happy about him becoming so one-dimensional. Aside from a couple of mentions from Dustin and Nancy, he&rsquo;s basically forgotten by everyone outside of his family, too, so it&rsquo;s not just on his part.</p>
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Question: <p>Loved how during the golf scene Jonathan sounds like Michael J Fox as Marty McFly! His scenes with Argyle made him so fun to watch finally!</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, I like the Jonathan and Argyle dynamic. It&rsquo;s nice to see Jonathan have a friend like that. And Argyle gets to be the outsider who comments on everything going on like any of us would since he&rsquo;s not from Hawkins. I did get that right, even if he hasn&rsquo;t commented on Mike and Will&rsquo;s dynamic at all.</p><p>The only problem I have with it is that they&rsquo;re mostly used for comedy. Like, yeah, they&rsquo;re very funny together, but there should be more to them than just that. </p>
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Question: <p>IK Joyce was busy with the whole Hopper thing although I believe she would Remember her own son&rsquo;s birthday no matter the situation, or at least El remembering although she sort of struggles academically apart from Math and remembers how long ago she saw her friends in person was. And would have remembered Will&rsquo;s. Johnathan would have definitely remembered even if stoned out his mind. Even hearing Joyce talk about it. It&rsquo;s weird.</p>
Answer: <p>Not that I expect an answer, but I did reply to a Stranger Writers tweet asking why there was no mention of Will&rsquo;s birthday.</p>
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Question: <p>So this isn&rsquo;t anything major but remember how someone pointed out them at when Will was reading the number out to Mike so he could make that call in the phone book and it was different to what was written on paper!m? I just rewatches the episode and Will now says the right numbers! I think the wrong version of that scene was put in and they realised so they changed it!!</p>
Answer: <p>I honestly didn&rsquo;t notice in the first place, but I did see someone say that he read the wrong numbers. </p><p>It&rsquo;s possible the number was changed at some point since people would inevitably call it. A similar thing happened during production with the pizza vans.</p><p>Question: has anyone tried calling that number?</p>
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Question: <p>i dont understand what robin was foreshadowing?</p><p>i mean <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/685531383185260544/id-be-lying-if-i-said-i-didnt-take-hard-notice">this post </a></p>
Answer: <p>&ldquo;If we combined, all our problems would be solved.&rdquo;</p><p>It&rsquo;s such a strange piece of dialogue. It has me thinking that someone will somehow combine with someone else. Maybe it&rsquo;s just El doing what Brenner said, accepting both the good and bad in her. Maybe it&rsquo;s something else (the DID theory, for example).</p><p>Either way, it felt like it meant something when I heard it.</p>
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Question: <p>sorry, what edit is <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/685528981902114816/what-are-your-thoughts-on-that-mileven-edit">this</a> talking about? </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m not really on Twitter much, but I&rsquo;m sure I can find one of the Tumblr posts that had it.</p><p>Ah, <a href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/mewnamoon/685520279217307648?source=share">here you go</a>.</p>
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Question: <p>What are your thoughts on that Mileven edit Netflix posted? It&rsquo;s something lmao</p>
Answer: <p>I saw it. It seems like they&rsquo;re having fun with what happened in volume 1.</p><p>I wouldn&rsquo;t read into it in regards to what it might mean for volume 2, but I&rsquo;d say it means that we all saw what we thought we saw in volume 1.</p>
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Question: <p>I like the idea of mike singing to save will from vecna, recently I saw a post from a stranger things account (can't really remember which one) saying something about finn's ability to sing and it was weird because they don't really post stuff like that. I don't know it's probably  just a coincidence. </p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t recall seeing that before. It would be an odd thing to mention for no reason. Do you (or anyone) happen to have a link to this?</p><p>I&rsquo;m not expecting for my scenario to be what actually happens, but I do think it would be an unexpected way to approach the situation. It would also be a very emotional way to tie the entire Mike/Will storyline into the main plot. This way, they don&rsquo;t have to keep creating artificial downtime for them to have conversations.</p>
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Question: <p>Bylers lost&#128579;</p><p>It doesn&rsquo;t make sense that he loves Will if he loved him he would&rsquo;ve tell him that he wasn&rsquo;t just a friend&#128539;</p>
Answer: <p>ever heard of &ldquo;internalised homophobia&rdquo;? </p><p>besides, taking into consideration everything that&rsquo;s happened in vol1, I&rsquo;d say we already won, though the big win is yet about to come </p>
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Question: <p>Can I just ask, what&rsquo;s wrong with Peter/Vecna/Henry/001&rsquo;s character bio being misleading/a downright lie? </p>
Answer: <p>A lie is not a twist. </p><figure data-orig-height="138" data-orig-width="245"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b1535949871e93820dc7329e136b4538/c1859732440babee-88/s640x960/9c4671bdd4bd517538a025d60c9a5a7d0d534577.png" data-orig-height="138" data-orig-width="245"/></figure><figure data-orig-height="138" data-orig-width="245"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/21f757518e526bbb122219052e4a300f/c1859732440babee-9a/s640x960/618a581b02c861f0115c21974739638a81029914.png" data-orig-height="138" data-orig-width="245"/></figure><figure data-orig-height="138" data-orig-width="245"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/40e31f67892736364cb1e44d243520a0/c1859732440babee-24/s640x960/45d1fa15461567b46d4f989b6d469a63bfc87879.png" data-orig-height="138" data-orig-width="245"/></figure><p>It wouldn&rsquo;t even have been too hard to tweak it to be misleading, yet still fit his true character. I feel like they just really wanted to catch people off guard by the reveal, which is odd considering he came off as <i>very </i>sinister to me from the start.</p>
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Question: <p>Shower thoughts: what if Vickie isn't a love interest, because she isn't gay? Robin explained to Steve how dangerous asking out the wrong person could be in Hawkins - what if the point of Vickie is to show that unsafeness? She really was just being friendly, her brother watched Fast Times before she returned it . . . or maybe she's repressed and freaks out when Robin brings it to the surface. Either way, it goes badly and the audience sees why Byler have both been so afraid to be open.</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, sure, but I don&rsquo;t think that&rsquo;s necessary. I feel like they&rsquo;ve already covered that by having Robin bring it up and not try to ask her out. I feel like it&rsquo;d be redundant to have her follow through and get rejected.</p><p>Perhaps the point is to show that being too afraid to ask can lead to missed opportunities? </p><p>It&rsquo;s not exactly the same as Mike and Will, though. In their case, they&rsquo;re too afraid to come clean because, like Will said, it can be scary to be that honest with someone who means the most to you. In Robin&rsquo;s case, a closer example would be Steve. She was terrified to tell Steve the truth because she found herself really (platonically) liking him, and she thought he&rsquo;d ditch her once he knew. Unless there&rsquo;s more of a backstory that we just didn&rsquo;t get to see, Robin doesn&rsquo;t know Vickie nearly as well, and it&rsquo;s closer to being another Tammy situation.</p>
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Question: <p>What do you think is El&rsquo;s future? The school/normal life in Cali experience was pretty much a disaster, Hawkins is ground zero, and who knows the person she will be after leaving the lab and fighting Vecna. I know she has people who love and care for her (Mike, Hopper, the Byers) but I don&rsquo;t see what is her place in this world. She&rsquo;s right, she&rsquo;ll always be different so what&rsquo;s the ending for her (please, I don&rsquo;t want her to die!)?</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s a good question. I don&rsquo;t want her to die, either.</p><p>I knew she&rsquo;d have a hard time in school, and, as bad as it sounds, I&rsquo;m glad they didn&rsquo;t have her magically thrive in that environment, academically or socially. It just wouldn&rsquo;t fit her background.</p><p>My previous posts about El and her mental age may need to be revisited with the knowledge that she did have access to socialization. It probably doesn&rsquo;t make a huge difference, though, considering she was apparently an outcast in the Lab, too. She may also have had more of an education that I formerly thought, given there were several kids there who would also need the same.</p><p>What probably really sets El apart is that she was born in the Lab, whereas the other kids presumably all had lives outside of it before being found.</p><p>She doesn&rsquo;t fit into the world, but part of the problem is that she&rsquo;s trying to force herself to. She&rsquo;s not being herself (understandably), and she struggles as a result. I think the challenge is going to be her (and the writers) struggling to find a way to truly adapt into the world instead of just pretending. Another problem is that the world isn&rsquo;t very welcoming of her when her differences become more apparent. Angela had everything coming to her that she got, and this is coming from a school counselor.</p><p>With El, the Party, Sullivan, and the agents due to eventually all meet in Hawkins, it&rsquo;s probably only a matter of time before the truth about El is exposed. This might be her saving grace. Sullivan thinks she&rsquo;s responsible for everything, but I think she might have the opportunity to show the people of Hawkins that she&rsquo;s there to help. Once it&rsquo;s all over, it&rsquo;s possible that the people of Hawkins will see her as a celebrity in the same sort of way the people at the Nevada base do. It wouldn&rsquo;t necessarily be a great life, but she&rsquo;d be accepted, which is what she really wants. Otherwise, she&rsquo;s basically doomed to live in obscurity for life (or die).</p>
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Question: <p>I just refuse to believe that they coincidentally forgot Wills birthday. It&rsquo;d be one thing if they just decided to center the season around spring break, but to have spring break start right before his birthday, to literally show the date on the camcorder, they have to know it was his birthday? It just really confuses me though. I&rsquo;ve seen them callback to the smallest details in this show. I don&rsquo;t think they actually forgot, but I really want to know what happened there. Maybe it&rsquo;ll be important later. Or maybe it really is just bad writing&hellip;but I&rsquo;d like to give them the benefit of the doubt </p>
Answer: <p>I want to give them the benefit of the doubt. I really, really do. I&rsquo;ve defending the writers of this show countless times when people would claim &ldquo;it&rsquo;s really not that deep.&rdquo; This is hard, though.</p><p>I can understand things getting hectic and there not being time for a proper birthday celebration. I can understand Mike &ldquo;forgetting&rdquo; Will&rsquo;s birthday because he&rsquo;s trying to hide his feelings. I can understand El forgetting since she&rsquo;s preoccupied with Mike and she hasn&rsquo;t experienced a Byers family birthday for Will yet. However, Joyce and Jonathan didn&rsquo;t say anything, either. They had a family dinner, on Will&rsquo;s birthday, and nobody said a thing, not even Will. Even with the excuse of everything going on distracting them, they would have been planning Will&rsquo;s birthday, particularly with Mike visiting, for at least a few days beforehand.</p><p>The only thing I can think is that maybe Will doesn&rsquo;t like his birthday, so the family doesn&rsquo;t celebrate it, at least not on the actual date. </p>
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Question: <p>I demand Jopper kiss!! Do you think it will happen in the 8th episode?</p>
Answer: <p>I feel like it&rsquo;s inevitable. As for when, who&rsquo;s to say?</p><p>I imagine the first priority will be getting safely out of that prison camp. I honestly don&rsquo;t know that they&rsquo;ll get home within season 4. That might be part of the cliffhanger for season 5.</p><p>I wonder if we&rsquo;ll have Murray and Dmitri talking in Russian about Joyce and Hopper&rsquo;s dynamic.</p>
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Question: <p>Damn, I just realized we&rsquo;ve almost never seen Hopper genuinely smiling, I hope it&rsquo;s really the beginning of a new life for him (and Joyce ofc, I love the way she hugged him so tightly, she must have felt so alone all this time).</p>
Answer: <p>It was a heartwarming reunion. Joyce runs to him in tears while Hopper can barely believe she&rsquo;s there. He had been so worried he put her in horrible danger to the point that he believed himself to just be a curse for those close to him. </p><p>Keep in mind that Hopper has been pushing people away from him for years because of this mindset. Joyce and El basically forced (not in a bad way) their ways in to the point he had no choice. He found himself enjoying it, but still kept his guard up, waiting for the other shoe to drop. His heart to heart talk with Dmitri seemed to allow him to get all of this aired and off his chest. It&rsquo;s not so simple in real life, but I think this allowed him to truly accept Joyce into his life and just enjoy having her there in that moment.</p><p>We don&rsquo;t know where it goes next, but we do know they now have to figure out a way to get safely home. I&rsquo;m honestly wondering if they even get home this season. In the meantime, though, they now have each other.</p><p>Do you think, while Joyce and Hopper are just enjoying having each other close again, Murray and Dmitri can bring some comic relief? I&rsquo;ve come to like Dmitri. I don&rsquo;t want to see him die now.</p>
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Question: <p>Ooop. Wide open closet in Will&rsquo;s bedroom. Again.</p>
Answer: <p>Please, that kid might as well not even have a closet door.</p>
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Question: <p>This forgotten birthday plot may have been inspired by the movie Sixteen Candles. &#129300;</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, but at least there the character who had the birthday brought up the fact that everyone forgot. I fear we may be beyond the point where it&rsquo;s worth mentioning it. Why wouldn&rsquo;t have Will mentioned it during his fight with Mike at the roller rink?</p><p>I dunno. I hope you&rsquo;re right, otherwise it honestly makes the Duffers and writers look bad.</p>
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Question: <p>I rewatched the opening California scene a few times and it looks like it could be Will the Wise in the painting in some outdoor scenery. Not much to go off of besides some possible bushes, clouds and cone shape that could be a hat or castle. Pure speculation, but maybe it's their dnd characters?</p>
Answer: <p>Huh, how did I miss that? </p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;m sure Will will be a victim of Vecna, but I think it&rsquo;d be interesting if Mike was put under Vecnas curse and we had a little parallel to Mike&rsquo;s monologue to Will when he was possessed by the mindflayer, but from Will this time. </p>
Answer: <p>Hey, that&rsquo;s a good angle. I could get down with that.</p>
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Question: <p>remember that letter the st account tweeted out that ended with like &ldquo;love &mdash;&mdash;&ldquo;? that&rsquo;s either gonna end up being a letter from mike to el where he&rsquo;s saying sorry it took so long for him to end it with love, mike or it&rsquo;s gonna be from mike to will and he&rsquo;s apologizing for the letter (or even the mixtape we saw) for taking so long. i&rsquo;m calling it now just depends where they wanna go w it honestly  </p>
Answer: <p>Pretty sure they said that was just something for a blooper reel released a couple years ago or something.</p><p>That said, sometimes I wonder. </p>
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Question: <p>Can someone tell the Duffers to stop protecting the twist and let the audience into Mike's head already? It's fine if HE doesn't understand what his feelings mean, but by now, WE should. I don't want  his character to flip from borderline homophobic discomfort to "wait, I love Will!" within the span of an episode. I want a satisfying journey, and this isn't it.</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m hoping we finally get a better insight into this in volume 2.</p><p>If it&rsquo;s true that Will gets Tranced by Vecna, then Mike will probably go into full protective mode again. It sucks that we&rsquo;d have to wait that long, and it sucks even more that we&rsquo;re still only given the vaguest of hints about Mike, but we have no choice but to be patient.</p><p>Hey, we were right about Will. People said we were delusional, but we were right.</p><p>We might just have to wait for season 5 for a full reveal. We don&rsquo;t know what this season&rsquo;s cliffhanger will be, but there might be a reason they&rsquo;re leaving this hanging. This &ldquo;mutual understanding&rdquo; Finn talks about could be something that leads into something more later on.</p>
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Question: <p>It feels like up until now s4 has given more importance to Mike and Will&rsquo;s relationship rather than to Mike and El&rsquo;s. Like even the airport scene: it was supposed to be Mike and El&rsquo;s great reunion, right? Instead El gets brushed off in a second and they show just so much tension between Mike and Will. It this doesn&rsquo;t lead up to anything I&rsquo;ll be so disappointed (I&rsquo;m expecting to be tbh).</p>
Answer: <p>I wouldn&rsquo;t say she gets brushed off, but, yeah, the tension between Mike and Will, and Will&rsquo;s utter deflation, seemed to be the main takeaways of that scene. Everything else was Mike pretending to be something he&rsquo;s not, made all the more obvious by Mike&rsquo;s completely ridiculous outfit. </p><p>He was trying to be the person he thought he was supposed to be instead of the person he is.</p>
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Question: <p>https://youtu.be/PqzVNKurum4</p><p>This is a new interview with Finn, Charlie and Eduardo. It seems they&rsquo;re already talking about Vol2. I assume Finn can&rsquo;t really spoil the whole thing or be too specific but he does talk about the Will thing. He says Mike is oblivious and then he says a bit more. I gotta say it doesn&rsquo;t sound very promising to me tbh. It sounds like unrequited. I hate this so much. However, maybe that&rsquo;s just my perspective of what he said since I&rsquo;m already feeling negative idk. I&rsquo;d like some other opinions. </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m only seeing this for the first time today, though I&rsquo;ve seen other people&rsquo;s takes on it.</p><p>You can see Finn struggling to answer without giving anything away, but he does describe Will&rsquo;s feelings as &ldquo;beautiful.&rdquo; He&rsquo;s also speaking in uncertainties, despite knowing how things turn out. </p><p><b>&ldquo;I don&rsquo;t think he knows&rdquo;</b> is probably valid at this point in the season. Mike probably has no clue by episode 7. </p><p><b>&ldquo;There&rsquo;s a mu&hellip;probably a mutual understanding.&rdquo;</b> He was about to say something, then corrected himself. Now he may just have been correcting his phrasing, turning it from a statement to a conjecture by using &ldquo;probably&rdquo; or he may have been about to say something else. Will getting rejected isn&rsquo;t a mutual understanding, even if he swallows that bitter pill and forces a smile on his face. At worst, I&rsquo;d expect it to be an agreement for them to see where it goes for them. No promises except to explore it together.</p><p><b>&ldquo;There&rsquo;s an acceptance.&rdquo;</b> Keep in mind this is all from the interviewer asking for Mike&rsquo;s reaction to it. If he&rsquo;s answering the question as asked, then he&rsquo;s saying Mike accepts Will&rsquo;s feelings. Not necessarily returns, but accepts. No denials or refusals. No pushback.</p><p>I almost feel like Charlie stepped in to pivot the question a bit.</p><p>&ldquo;There&rsquo;s an amazing scene this season with you and Will.&rdquo; I can&rsquo;t imagine Charlie is talking about anything we&rsquo;ve seen so far. The scene in the bedroom was sweet, but short, and I wouldn&rsquo;t call it amazing. It could be that scene, though, because Charlie may have been on hand to see it as he said he did. I&rsquo;d hope that&rsquo;s not the high point of their dynamic this season, though.</p><p>In the end, I don&rsquo;t see any reason to be dismayed by this interview. Like I&rsquo;ve said a million times, they&rsquo;re not going to give anything away in an interview. Still, it&rsquo;s nice that at least we&rsquo;re not playing coy about Will&rsquo;s feelings anymore. </p>
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Question: <p>1. Why does the Will funko pop and other merch show him touching his wristwatch? </p><p>2. I think i remember there being a time where you called the pizza van number and it played happy birthday ? why? </p><p>3. What is the significance of number 7 and number 12. these questions have been on my mind </p>
Answer: <ol><li>We have no idea. Not yet, anyway. Maybe playing Q*Bert ends up being important.</li><li>Again, no idea. If it&rsquo;s Will-related, then it&rsquo;s odd that they managed to completely ignore it up to this point.</li><li>7 is just because that was the roll Will made against the demogorgon back in the first episode of the series. It&rsquo;s popped up a few times since then, so it&rsquo;s seen as important, even if we don&rsquo;t know why. 12 is mostly because it was thought 11 was the last kid, so any new number would be 12. That&rsquo;s out now since we know numbers went into the teens at one point.</li></ol>
Tags: stranger things 4, stranger things 4 spoilers

Post id: 685458695358988288
Date: 2022-05-28 02:19:12 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685458695358988288
Slug: i-hope-missing-wills-birthday-isnt-an-oversight
Reblog key: pDWyWgBl
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I hope missing Will&rsquo;s birthday isn&rsquo;t an oversight and that all along there were plans for a surprise party or something and just&hellip; Joyce had the Hopper thing happening, and El had the rink-a-rama stuff, and Jonathan&hellip; is just really <i>really</i> high&hellip; and so it got forgotten. I mean, it still would totally suck, but &lsquo;life suddenly got super crazy all at once&rsquo; is slightly better than &lsquo;oops forgot&rsquo;. If they don&rsquo;t have a flashback scene of this already they better freakin&rsquo; manifest one in the next month and shoehorn that sucker in there somewhere. </p>
Answer: <p>I wouldn&rsquo;t get your hopes up. I mean, do what you&rsquo;re gonna do, but I think the writers just forgot. They set the season when they did for some other reason, not even thinking that it would line up with Will&rsquo;s birthday, then couldn&rsquo;t find a way to work it in (assuming they realized at all).</p><p>There was plenty of time for them to mention it considering Mike came into town on Will&rsquo;s birthday. Nothing went down until sometime that afternoon. Yeah, Joyce was distracted by the secret message, but that was it.</p><p>It sucks, but I really think the writers forgot. If they didn&rsquo;t, then it&rsquo;s arguably worse because it means the characters forgot, including Mike and Will&rsquo;s family.</p>
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Question: <p>Oh man. I just watched the airport scene. Mike literally gets one look at Will (post growth spurt), and realizes he can&rsquo;t hug him without getting too &ldquo;excited&rdquo; in public. Just give his shoulder a quick pat to keep your feelings from being revealed buddy. You got this. Nobody noticed a thing.&#128518;</p>
Answer: <p>Heh, that&rsquo;s as good an explanation as any. I think it&rsquo;s more that he was afraid of feeling close to Will again because that made it hurt to be apart from him. </p><p>Still, I can relate to this. I had moments when I&rsquo;d see a guy I liked for the first time in a while, and I totally wasn&rsquo;t prepared to handle it.</p>
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Question: <p>Why does it matter that the character bio lied? Why would they give away the twist?</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t mind misdirects, but I don&rsquo;t like outright lies. I don&rsquo;t see the bio as being spinnable to fit what he actually ended up being. Not in any believable way, at least.</p>
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Question: <p>honestly don't listen to the doubters there is not heterosexual or even bisexual explanation for mike's inability to love el romantically like he cares for her so much but his heart isn't in a romantic relationship he's just clinging to it for safety apologies for rambling there's just. so many thoughts. especially about that fucking painting. </p>
Answer: <p>YES!!! couldn’t have said it better myself tbh. i truly believe mike loves el with all his heart, it’s just that he’s gay and so he just can’t love her in that way. and THE PAINTING god will is gonna have his moment i cannot WAIT</p>
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Question: <p>You&rsquo;re gonna hate me, but I loved the Vecna plot way more than I expected. I think it works.</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t hate anyone except the writers.</p><p>My problem with the Vecna story is that the reveal made him out to just be a petty sociopath, but they went in such a roundabout way that he&rsquo;s also four different characters in one (Henry Creel, Peter Ballard, 001, and Vecna). It becomes convoluted, and it does make his character bio an outright lie. There was nothing kind about him, and he wasn&rsquo;t tired of the brutality he saw. He just wanted to turn it to his advantage.</p><p>You&rsquo;re entitled to your opinion, of course. They can still save this as long as it doesn&rsquo;t turn out that he&rsquo;s the ultimate big bad for the entire series.</p>
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Question: <p>Wow, Mike is so unlikeable this season. I'm on episode five and I haven't felt connected to his character once. Not really. He used to be a fave but now he's being so shitty to Will and El it would serve him right if they got Vecna'd right in front of him.</p>
Answer: <p>Mike was only really unlikeable on his first day in California. Ironically, it&rsquo;s on Will&rsquo;s birthday, even in the writers forgot about it.  After El is gone, he, oddly, starts to behave better. He&rsquo;s clearly worried about her, but it seems he&rsquo;s more at ease aside from that.</p><p>Honestly, him repressing his feelings for Will would be the best explanation for his behavior. Otherwise, yeah, he was just a huge jackass in that episode. </p><p>I expect Will and El to get the Vecna treatment, with Mike being an absolute wreck.</p>
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Question: <p>Just how beautiful was the scene where Will looks at Mike while they&rsquo;re in the desert and Mike&rsquo;s got that white t-shirt on? Before the conversation when they&rsquo;re sitting on the car. The way Will looks at him made me legitly emotional. He says so much with his eyes in that shot. I was hurt seeing Mike completely in another world, thinking about someone else - I can&rsquo;t imagine how that must have felt for Will. </p>
Answer: <p>I think I saw somewhere that a lot of Will&rsquo;s content was visual, not verbal. I think I see what they may have been talking about. </p><p>Noah is acting more with his expressions than some others do with their words. And this isn&rsquo;t a knock on them.</p>
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Question: <p>In the latests interview Finn said, about Will, feelings for Mike, that there&rsquo;s &ldquo;mutual understanding and acceptance&rdquo;. To me it sounds like Mike&rsquo;s going to let him down gently and still be friends (which I don&rsquo;t like of course) what do you think?</p>
Answer: <p>I think that would be a horrible story. It&rsquo;s been done so many time before. It&rsquo;s so cliche that the gay kid is expected to step aside and let his crush be happy.</p><p>There&rsquo;s no reason to build this up, especially over several seasons, if it ends up Will not only being rejected, but it somehow being seen as fulfilling because he accepts it. He already puts everyone else first as it is.</p>
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Question: <p>I'm genuinely not over the shot composition of the whole "it's hard to be vulnerable with other people, because what if they don't like the truth"  scene. The shot stays pretty much focused on Will's face until it cuts to a close-up of Mike during the "what if they don't like the truth" bit and Mike instinctively ducks his head down. He seems ashamed?? Which is weird because Mike, the kid who literally jumped off a cliff as a twelve year old, the kid who literally flat out refused to not trust Will when he was possessed by a parasite from another dimension......but he's so scared he literally can't say, write, or even say I love you in relation to his girlfriend.....who has already said she loves him back and very clearly needs to hear it?? Like I can buy him being afraid to say it to anybody else....but Mike trusts Will more than literally anybody else, it just seems weird.....</p><p>At this point I really think the most logical explanation is if Mike says he loves El it will force him to realize he doesn't mean it romantically, and him loving El is the last thing keeping him from realizing/"accepting" that he's gay. Anyways this is my proposal for why Vecna should put Mike in a trance about this..... because at least the writing makes sense this way</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s possible Mike gets a Trance moment, but they do have to be careful not to play that card too much. I like the idea of show, don&rsquo;t tell, but they might overdo it if too many characters get a trance. I think it&rsquo;s more likely Will gets put into a Trance, and Mike freaks out about almost losing him again.</p><p>Yeah, Mike trusts Will more than anyone, and vice versa, but Will is right. It can be really hard to open up to someone if you&rsquo;re worried about what they might think, especially if they&rsquo;re someone important to you. This is why they aren&rsquo;t being fully honest with each other about their feelings.</p><p>Mike and El are a different story, though. Neither one has any reason to fear the other not returning their feelings. Well, I suppose El does now, but she didn&rsquo;t know that before. Mike certainly has no reason to fear El not reacting well to him if he did say he loved her. It&rsquo;s possible that he makes this connection at some point. Still, I want their breakup to be because <b>El </b>realizes it&rsquo;s not for the best. I want Mike to not be as bothered by it as he knows he should.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think they retconned Will&rsquo;s birthday, just like they&rsquo;ve done with Jonathan&rsquo;s age. Cuz he was driving already in first season, so he was at least 16. Now 2 1/3 years later he&rsquo;s 18? Um&hellip; Maybe they want his exact age to be ambiguous, because of what he looks like and/or how big or small of a time jump is coming in season 5. Or they just forgot and it&rsquo;s a stupid mistake. You know with the money and time spent you&rsquo;d think&hellip;.  Well I don&rsquo;t want to be negative since I don&rsquo;t know for sure.</p>
Answer: <p>A retcon on a specific detail like that on a show this big would be stupid. They&rsquo;d be better off just admitting they forgot. I just can&rsquo;t believe nobody on that staff is a fan of Will. I realize we&rsquo;re sort of obsessed fans, but it was the only established birthday at that point. If they didn&rsquo;t want to invoke it, they could have set the show over winter break or something.</p><p>Jonathan driving in season 1 is fine. We&rsquo;re barely over two years later, so him being 18 still lines up. It depends on when his birthday is.</p>
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Question: <p>peter resembling Johnny depp is so funny because the guy played a younger Grindelwald in fantastic beasts in the second movie, with depp playing the older role</p>
Answer: <p>Well, I&rsquo;m glad you liked that bit. Everything about his mannerisms, at least early on, was very Wonka-esque to me. I suppose that&rsquo;s appropriate. That version of Wonka did have something of a benign, yet sinister, quality to him.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think Mike&rsquo;s behavior was normal? Because I was truly wondering what the heck was up with him in regards to El and Will? Also Noah posted a bts pic of him wearing a harness, which doesn&rsquo;t correspond to any scenes he had in Vol1. My guess that he&rsquo;ll have to deal with Vecna at some point, hence the harness and levitating like the other characters. I also recall Finn saying in an interview that Mike seeing someone he loves in danger kicks him into gear&hellip;I wonder if these things could be related&hellip;</p>
Answer: <p>Mike&rsquo;s behavior is normal in the sense that I would expect it from any teen struggling with his feelings (particularly in the 80s). It&rsquo;s not normal in the sense that this isn&rsquo;t how he&rsquo;s treated Will in the past, even at his worst in season 3. It&rsquo;s extremely conspicuous. Will just doesn&rsquo;t pick up on that because he always assumes there&rsquo;s something wrong with him. I guess you could say it&rsquo;s normal in how abnormal it is.</p><p>I expect Will to get into a Vecna trance, probably involving Lonnie, Mike, the Mindflayer, the demogorgon, the Snowball, or any combination of those. If Mike saw Will being lifted up, he&rsquo;d probably lose his goddamn mind. After nearly losing Will multiple times, that could be what finally breaks through to him.</p><p>What I&rsquo;m less sure about is whether Mike will survive. The fact that we know Finn gets a monologue is ominous, as that suggests Mike isn&rsquo;t there to say it himself. It could either be because Mike is just somewhere else, or something worse. I&rsquo;d hope for the former for obvious reasons, but also because of both Bury Your Gays and the fact that they&rsquo;ve already done this with Hopper.</p>
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Question: <p>Mike&rsquo;s behaviour towards Will has been weird. Like, at first he doesn&rsquo;t hug him and we don&rsquo;t get to know why (at least in 1st volume). Then he&rsquo;s angry at him for being mopey. Like, we don&rsquo;t really have an explanation to what&rsquo;s been going on yet. Why didn&rsquo;t Mike hug him back? </p>
Answer: <p>See my other posts. Mike is deliberately building distance between him and Will. Him not hugging Will is part of that strategy. He isn&rsquo;t coping well with not having Will around. He&rsquo;s (very badly) trying to cope with the loss of Will. It&rsquo;s the one thing he&rsquo;s never been able to manage, and he might be starting to figure out why. </p><p>Do we really think Mike just ignored Will because he didn&rsquo;t care about him? </p><p>The problem is that he does care. A lot. Too much.</p>
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Question: <p>I hope Vecna becomes not the big bad, but a parallel of El&rsquo;s theme with Brenner and Control. Vecna thinks he&rsquo;s free, that he&rsquo;s the one pulling the strings, but he&rsquo;s unawares of just how much a puppet he is of the Mind Flayer and the Upside Down itself. I would rather see everything play out as some kind of unknowable cosmic horror rather than the banal evil of mankind. I&rsquo;m fine with mankind thinks it can control cosmic horror and gets owned, though. </p>
Answer: <p>Peter becoming a puppet after crowing about how he discovered true freedom would be an ironic fate for him. </p><p>We didn&rsquo;t even get a hint as to the Mindflayer outside of Dustin bringing it up, though. I hope we get to see it again, not to mention find out what it really is.</p>
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Question: <p>We learned about random Chrissy&rsquo;s trauma from being mistreated by her mom because of weight, and how it has effected her. However we&rsquo;ve never addressed how Will felt/feels about his dad being homophobic. Did Lonnie say slurs to his face, or did Will pick up on how his dad gave no shits about him? Been waiting. Now Will is just protective bro to El, and gay-in-waiting for Mike.&#129320; But who knows what&rsquo;s in the next like 4 hours of the season.</p>
Answer: <p>I think we may find out in volume 2 just how much Will knew about what Lonnie thought of him.</p><p>If Will doesn&rsquo;t at least get a trance moment, then, seriously, they might as well just kill him off. </p>
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Question: <p>HOW DID THIS SEASON HAVE SO MANY LEAKS?</p>
Answer: <p>I dunno. Noah got pissed at his reduced role maybe?</p>
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Question: <p>I feel lost about how time supposedly works now in Hawkins. Like, the Upside Down is two years behind but when we see characters interacting between the dimensions it&rsquo;s always been at a 1:1 ratio?? Is it just stuck that way because that&rsquo;s when El made the first portal (from our side??) If Dustin&rsquo;s right and the Mind Flayer is still the big bad over all, that makes no sense. Why would it care about such an arbitrary thing as the human concept of time?? Also, like&hellip; can you change something in the Upside Down and make it have a difference in the real world, but like&hellip; something that would be accumulative and incremental, like making a tiny chip in a dam, and then you go back to the real world and BAM! You flooded Hawkins some how??</p>
Answer: <p>It hurts my head to think about. It seems like everything is the way it was when El opened the Gate in season 1. </p><p>Except shouldn&rsquo;t it actually all be the way it was when El sent Peter into the Upside Down in 1979?</p><p>The only impact the Upside Down seems to have on the real world is in energy fields, as far as we can tell. I dunno, I still kinda don&rsquo;t like how they explained the whole lights thing. And LiteBrites really don&rsquo;t work that way. All they should have been able to do is turn the backlight bulb on and off. I suppose it&rsquo;s just an artistic license choice they made to be able to tell the story they want to tell.</p><p>I guess the only thing that does make sense is the timeline in that Peter didn&rsquo;t go into the Upside Down until then, so the interim 20 years of nothing makes more sense now. It&rsquo;s stupid and contrived, in my opinion, but it still makes sense.</p>
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Question: <p>The highlight for this season for me was the us of running up that hill(a deal with god)</p>
Answer: <p>I won&rsquo;t argue with that. </p>
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Question: <p>You think Will is vecnas next victim?</p>
Answer: <p>Not necessarily next, but I do think he will be one. The kid has past trauma a mile long, and it&rsquo;s extremely easy to make him feel guilty for things he shouldn&rsquo;t feel guilty about. Just look at how easily he was ready to blame himself for he and Mike having an argument.</p><p>Vecna will probably hit him with the &ldquo;It&rsquo;s your fault&rdquo; regarding everyone who died, especially in season 2.</p>
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Question: <p>i&rsquo;m not sure if this would happen but do you think it&rsquo;s possible that in vol 2 we see will talk more about his sexuality with someone (maybe jonathan? or mike but i&rsquo;m not sure how that would be set up) and his alan turing presentation is seen in a flashback? idk&hellip;i just think it&rsquo;s odd that they don&rsquo;t show the presentation since will&rsquo;s sexuality is evidently more obvious this season and i think the presentation could be really central to this since alan turing was gay as well. </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m honestly expecting it to be addressed through a Vecna trance. They&rsquo;ve been hinting that this is something Will has been dealing with for years, down to his own father calling him slurs. This seems like easy fodder for Vecna to take advantage of.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t expect the Alan Turing presentation to matter, otherwise we probably would have seen it. It seems like it was just a background detail for people to pick up on if they were familiar with who he was.</p><p>Volume 1 set up the pins. Volume 2 needs to knock them down. At this point, if they don&rsquo;t make it clear, then we&rsquo;re dealing with hack writers who are trying to do as little as they can to get brownie points.</p>
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Question: <p>I know the Russian plot isn&rsquo;t very popular but after thinking a bit about vol 1, I feel like Joyce and Hopper are the only characters who are on a good trajectory, I can see them being happy together now. I did like Lumax too but not sure it&rsquo;s really going somewhere. Outside of Will, is there any character development you liked?</p>
Answer: <p>I enjoyed the Russian plotline. I don&rsquo;t know why other people may not have. Honestly, it&rsquo;s the California plotline that&rsquo;s falling flat. It&rsquo;s just a matter of &ldquo;few and far between.&rdquo;</p><p>I don&rsquo;t really have anything good to say about Will&rsquo;s character development, sadly. All he has is &ldquo;sad gay kid&rdquo; who is &ldquo;third wheeled.&rdquo; I&rsquo;m holding out hope for volume 2, but, eh, it&rsquo;s hard to get too excited at this point. </p><p>I did enjoy Max&rsquo;s character development, though. We were able to get a look into her feelings for everyone. Despite that harsh exterior, she really does care about her friends and family. Her feelings for Billy are complicated, but appropriately so, and genuine. The fact that it was her memories of her friends since coming to Hawkins that saved her when Vecna had her was a perfect touch. It lines up perfectly with Will being reached by Jonathan, Joyce, and Mike telling stories to him in the shed.</p><p>I think Lucas and Max will be ok, actually. It turning out that they broke up because Max shut herself off from him is understandable, given the situation. They make it better by having Lucas not be mad, but worried for her. He prods here and there, but respects the boundaries she&rsquo;s put up. She seems on her way to letting him back in again, and I think they can come out of this ok on the other end.</p><p>We really have no sense as to how Joyce and Hopper will fare given that we haven&rsquo;t seen them beyond their reunion. Hopper realizing that he put her in danger was an important moment, but it also came in his despair, so it might be something for him to overcome. We&rsquo;ll see where they go.</p>
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Question: <p>How would you rate this season from 1-10? </p>
Answer: <p>I would have given it a solid 8 or 9 up until episode 7. I really feel like Vecna took a bit hit in this episode. If he ends up being the big bad for the entire series, then we&rsquo;ve really just been watching problems caused by a sociopathic boy who grew into a sociopathic man who mutated into a sociopathic monster this whole time.</p><p>That brings it down to a 7 for me. For now.</p><p>There&rsquo;s still the matter of the nature of the Upside Down in the first place, which may save us from this lunacy.</p>
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Question: <p>https://mobile.twitter.com/willeIfilms/status/1530269246097395713</p><p>This sounds promising &#128064;</p>
Answer: <p>This is that thing about Noah needing to be harnessed?</p><p>Who knows what it means, other than Will getting tossed around. It could be as part of a group, but I think, given what we&rsquo;ve seen, that Will fits the bill for being a target for Vecna. I mean, he kinda already was once.</p><p>Now that I think about it, the whole music thing was sort of foreshadowed with Will. He kept himself sane in the Upside Down by singing &ldquo;Should I Stay, or Should I Go?,&rdquo; and they also played it in the shed in season 2 when they were trying to get through to him.</p><p>Vecna might be pretty mad at Will. He just doesn&rsquo;t know where he is. Things could get pretty interesting there. Lonnie, Mike, the Snow Ball&hellip;</p><p>Who knows what Vecna might use against him.</p>
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Question: <p>Unfortunately, I think Mike isn&rsquo;t going to reciprocate those feelings for Will. I think it&rsquo;s going to parallel &ldquo;it was the best thing I&rsquo;ve ever done&rdquo; by him saying he loves El to bring her back somehow. Like she&rsquo;s going to get stuck in Vecna&rsquo;s world like Max almost did. </p>
Answer: <p>That would be some of the worst writing ever. There would have been no reason for them to even have this whole story for Will. There also would be no point in El trying to find herself apart from Mike if she was just going to need him again.</p>
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Question: <p>I wonder if episode 8 will focus almost entirely or mostly on the pizza van story. If so that could make up for episode 7. Then 9 they&rsquo;re all reunited and together. Idk. Still hopeful for a great emotional monologue and such&hellip;&hellip;in July</p>
Answer: <p>Don&rsquo;t count on it. It&rsquo;s bad enough they can&rsquo;t balance their storylines. Having it be unbalanced in the other direction wouldn&rsquo;t be any better.</p><p>My bet for the emotional monologue is a letter written by Mike that was never sent. One that was actually signed &ldquo;Love, Mike.&rdquo; What we don&rsquo;t know is who it was written to.</p>
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Question: <p>That table read was from so long ago, it feels. Maybe between then and when things finally got into full-steam-ahead production things changed and Lonnie&rsquo;s part got axed? Honestly, it feels like a lot of Will and Mike&rsquo;s stuff is just&hellip; MIA. That part of the whole plot feels like it&rsquo;s gutted. </p>
Answer: <p>yeah, Lonnie is something that could have been axed, though I think we would have preferred if he were literally axed, am I right?</p><p>Cough.</p><p>The California story does seem <i>very </i>light compared to the other three. I hope it goes somewhere.</p>
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Question: <p>After finishing the season, my main worry is that we won't see much of the California group again in Vol.2 unless it's revolving around El. They're basically back-tracking to go get her and I don't think we'll see them in Hawkins until season 5. I'm  concerned that once they find her, it'll be another El centric plot where Mike barley acknowledges Will in favor of her. :/ I love,love Will and it's really hard seeing the trajectory of his story become a sad and sidelined one.</p>
Answer: <p>We know they all get back to Hawkins. How they do it in time is beyond me, but they played fast and loose with time so far this season.</p><p>If they go through this journey for El and have her still need Mike, then, well, they can&rsquo;t write TV for shit. If they have Will love Mike, only for him to be rejected, then, well, they can&rsquo;t write TV for shit. </p><p>I don&rsquo;t like everything about this season, so far, but I give them more credit than that. Well, aside from them somehow forgetting March 22 is Will&rsquo;s birthday. That&rsquo;s unforgiveable. </p>
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Question: <p>Based of what you&rsquo;ve seen, what do you think about Mike? Do you think he might actually reciprocate Will&rsquo;s feelings? He seems only interested in finding El. I don&rsquo;t even get the whole &ldquo;finding himself&rdquo; storyline that much to be honest. Do you have thoughts about Mike&rsquo;s &ldquo;We&rsquo;re friends. We&rsquo;re friends&rdquo; in ep2 to Will? </p>
Answer: <p>Mike seemed like he was setting boundaries for himself and Will. Right from the start when he didn&rsquo;t hug Will, actually. When we find out he also hasn&rsquo;t been writing Will and only called him a couple times in a year, it becomes more obvious that Mike is deliberately creating distance. Why, we can&rsquo;t really say for sure. However, Mike did also end up saying that things aren&rsquo;t the same without Will. It sounds like Mike may have been trying to create distance because he can&rsquo;t handle not having Will around. The whole &ldquo;What about us?&rdquo; &ldquo;We&rsquo;re friends.&rdquo; thing strikes me as Mike again trying to create distance to protect himself from Will&rsquo;s absence.</p><p>I do think Mike probably is on that journey to find himself. He&rsquo;s still trying to force himself into his relationship with El, but he can&rsquo;t even write that he loves her. Unless the writers really do flat out hate Will, then Mike probably did write letters for him. It would be consistent with the distance that he&rsquo;s created if he simply decided not to mail them. Bonus points if it&rsquo;s because he noticed that he can write &ldquo;Love, Mike&rdquo; to Will, but not El. </p><p>A lot can happen next month, but there&rsquo;s not a ton of time to address this in it. The last two episodes will total, what, 4 hours? I don&rsquo;t see much of that time being devoted to Mike and Will unless it somehow factors into the plot. This is my fear, actually: Byler happening, but without proper buildup.</p>
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Question: <p>After watching volume one I honestly am nearly 100% byler will be canon. Which is crazy when you actually think about. There&rsquo;s just too many things now, it&rsquo;s crossing &ldquo;plausible deniability&rdquo; territory. Mike not being able to say he loves El directly paralleling Steve and Nancy&rsquo;s break up - Mike reaffirming that him and Will are just friends in a way that seems like he&rsquo;s trying to convince HIMSELF that , Mike and Will looking at each other like that, etcetera </p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, but now they&rsquo;re teasing Steve and Nancy getting back together, so I wouldn&rsquo;t use that as an argument.</p><p>Everything about Mike&rsquo;s behavior screamed &ldquo;overcorrecting straight behavior,&rdquo; but it&rsquo;s still ambiguous enough.</p><p>Meanwhile, Will couldn&rsquo;t have had more obvious puppy dog eyes if he were actually a puppy.</p><p>I&rsquo;m trying to keep the faith, and there certainly is reason to do so, but volume 1 was much more vague than those reviews had me hoping.</p>
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Question: <p>Will must have some powers &#128064;</p>
Answer: <p>Sigh, we&rsquo;ll see. It&rsquo;s not looking good, though. </p>
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Question: <p>Lol! Sadie Sink just admitted on WIRED YouTube video (w/ Noah &amp; Gaten), that the billy/William tombstone was a production accident/blooper. &#128580;</p>
Answer: <p>Ugh, how the hell do you screw that up? I swear they do stuff like that just to screw with us.</p>
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Question: <p>So no Lonnie in vol 1</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah. I mean, if that wasn&rsquo;t him at the table read, then who the hell was it? </p><p>We still have volume 2 to go, but I&rsquo;m not very confident. Will&rsquo;s entire storyline seems to be &ldquo;sad gay&rdquo; this season.</p>
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Question: <p>So if Byler does become canon, how do you think they&rsquo;ll pull it off, based off what you&rsquo;ve seen? I feel like El will have to move on from Mike first, or end the relationship, or else it will just make Mike seem like even more of an ass for not returning her feelings after all of this. I see no other explanation for Mikes behavior other than repressed homosexuality and projection, but I still have zero clue how they&rsquo;ll pull it off. maybe all of this is just building up to one big love confession from Mike to El. I have no idea what to think rn. </p>
Answer: <p>I think things are in motion for Mike and El to break up, but it&rsquo;s still ambiguous enough that it could go either way.</p><p>Mike still can&rsquo;t tell El he loves her, and El has noticed. El seems to be realizing that he isn&rsquo;t the one who can love her the way she wants. However, they could still pull a big &ldquo;character development&rdquo; moment where Mike realizes he loves her and becomes exactly what El needs.</p><p>However, they also made Mike&rsquo;s behavior with Will odd from the start. The aborted hug at the airport was very different from their goodbye in season 3 where they were clinging to each other. Him ignoring Will most of the first day was odd, too. He seemed to be putting deliberate space between them. Then we find out that Mike hadn&rsquo;t written Will at all, simply calling a few times. That really has me thinking that Mike did write, but never mailed the letters.</p><p>With how much Will&rsquo;s character seems to be getting pushed away from the actual plot, there&rsquo;s legit nothing left for him but his sexuality. That&rsquo;s horrible enough as it is, especially going into Pride month. Even his report on Alan Turing, which we didn&rsquo;t even get to see, hasn&rsquo;t come into play at all. So far, it simply seems to be a Genius Bonus for people who know Turing was, essentially, a gay nerd.</p><p>God, Will was so happy he cried anytime Mike actually treated him well. That sounds sweet, but it&rsquo;s actually pretty sad. They&rsquo;ve made Will so one-dimensional that all that there is for him is Mike. They were touching moments, and it was because Mike was being honest, but the kid deserves to have more to him than just Mike.</p><p>It better be leading to something.</p><p>And if it isn&rsquo;t&hellip;</p><p>Well&hellip;</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="240" data-orig-width="400"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f13d8986c3fdfacd83f6eebc1180cf3b/c3604aff28627116-2d/s640x960/d93a56d0d890e2dd7011ac223c757a0214fcba39.gif" data-orig-height="240" data-orig-width="400"/></figure></div><p>Who&rsquo;s with me?</p>
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Question: <p>I am shaking in my boots worrying for Steve. This whole thing with Nancy feels like such a  set up for him to die saving her. The way Eddie told him she dived after him I am so scared but I really think this is it it's what they're going to do. </p>
Answer: <p>yeah, I&rsquo;m a bit nervous myself. </p><p>The reckless courage of these teens may be their undoing. Eddie might be the smartest person in the room, to be honest.</p>
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Question: <p>Compare to season three he was definitely a bigger character and had more lines. Also a lot of hints about his sexuality. There was some Willel though. They sort of were like actual siblings when he comforted her in the beginning and then had a few tension moments like El hitting him (softly) with her flowers to shut him up.</p>
Answer: <p>Yes, there were some little moments, and I liked those. I would have liked to see more interactions, though, considering they are two characters who have rarely said anything to each other through four season now.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think we&rsquo;ll ACTUALLY have Byler? In the second half or in general honestly.</p>
Answer: <p>Sigh, who knows. I was hoping for more than we got here. I mean, it&rsquo;s more obvious than ever, yeah, but still in the *wink wink* *nudge nudge* realm.</p><p>It&rsquo;s still ambiguous enough that I&rsquo;m sure fans will be saying Will just misses his best friend.</p><p>We still haven&rsquo;t seen Will&rsquo;s painting, to be fair, and that was something we got introduced to early on.</p>
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Question: <p>Mike holding/drinking a 7up. I get it. 7</p>
Answer: <p>I can&rsquo;t imagine what that could possibly mean, though. What, are they going to reveal Will has been 007 all along? It&rsquo;s not looking like it.</p><p>I was hoping for something cluing in that Will is still important, but nothing. Sad Gay Kid seems to legit be his only purpose now.</p>
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Question: <p>Well made episodes but&hellip; We only check back in with the Cali Crew for 18 scenes in 6  eps. Ep1: 4 long scenes, Ep2: 4 more long (good), Ep3: 2 long &amp; 1 short, Ep4: 2 long, Ep5: 2 short, Ep6: 3 very short. And nothin Ep7. Yeah the reviews were correct about Cali feeling like an afterthought. Maybe there&rsquo;ll be more in 8&amp;9(&amp;s5) However it kinda feels like we care more about ALL the characters, than creators of said characters. Honestly, I&rsquo;m a little hurt&#128542;. Positive note -Ep1 felt the most balanced.</p>
Answer: <p>I was feeling pretty good for most of volume 1. I felt they did a decent job of balancing multiple storylines.</p><p>Then we get to episode 7, and it leans hard into El again. Literally nothing for the California crew who are trying to find her.</p><p>Unless volume 2 changes things up, this is legit the El show now.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, stranger things 4 spoilers

Post id: 685434600952102912
Date: 2022-05-27 19:56:14 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/685434600952102912
Slug: i-really-wish-el-and-joyce-had-more-of-a
Reblog key: C8aQsk3n
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I really wish El and Joyce had more of a mother-daughter relationship this season ): it was so amazing though maybe in the reunion there is a scene.</p>
Answer: <p>I hope so. There was barely anything with the Byers family together, let alone El and Joyce. </p>
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Question: <p>spoilers:</p><p>There is so much similarity between Henry and Will... I don't if it's just coincidence but it's insane</p>
Answer: <p>There&rsquo;s a bit, yeah. I don&rsquo;t know I&rsquo;d say it&rsquo;s &ldquo;so much,&rdquo; but they both like art and were not really accepted as kids.</p>
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Question: <p>Why was Will the first victim </p>
Answer: <p>Maybe coincidence, maybe Vecna saw something in him that reminded him of himself. I guess we have a month to wait to find out.</p>
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Question: <p>Where was all the willel sibling content? I feel like they hyped that up but we really didn't get that much :/ </p>
Answer: <p>Not in volume 1, at least. There was a little at school in the beginning, but that was really it.</p><p>There wasn&rsquo;t a lot of Will at all, to be honest.</p>
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Question: <p>How mad would you be if they mention another party member's birthday, but not Will's?</p>
Answer: <p>Pretty mad, considering they did.</p><p>I didn&rsquo;t do the math, but we know when Dustin&rsquo;s birthday is now thanks to Suzie.</p>
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Question: <p>Or Suzie is gonna get killed. She even is in similiar position to Jesus. Last Supper painting seems obvious foreshadowing, because i'm sure it's can't be coincidence. Suzie is gonna "give salvation" by helping our heroes and then die?</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t know that Suzie has a big enough role to warrant such an impactful sacrifice. I do think it&rsquo;s possible that the Last Supper was an intentional choice on the part of the set designers. It won&rsquo;t be long before we find out now.</p>
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Question: <p>What makes me think the drawing could be Will's is the way it's made of folded up fragments that somehow line up together. In S2 it seemed like it was WILL drawing the vines this way, not the Mind Flayer. Maybe he was tapping into the now-memories in his subconscious to see the vine network, but the MF obviously didn't want him sharing this information, so why would the drawings be a MF ability? Doesn't make sense. The ability is Will's, it's just hidden in his subconscious</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m with you there, as it does look like a pretty obvious callback to Will drawing in season 2, but how did the drawings get to Hawkins?</p><p>It makes sense for anything drawing related to be attached to Will, so I&rsquo;ll be annoyed if they give this trait to someone else, but I can&rsquo;t see it fitting with what we know.</p>
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Question: <p>Until now I'd always been of the belief that Byler wasn't queerbaiting because it probably wouldn't happen in canon. But this latest round of S4 promotion has changed my mind. They've pushed the ship hard, have dropped obvious hints about it, and have, to my mind, encouraged the excitement of shippers. If it doesn't happen now, we will well and truly, beyond a doubt, be in queerbait territory.</p>
Answer: <p>Indeed. It&rsquo;s become a bit ridiculous, really. </p>
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Question: <p>I have this feeling that mindflayer tries to possess Will but he's doing it in very slowly </p>
Answer: <p>Interesting idea. I guess we&rsquo;ll find out soon enough.</p>
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Question: <p>as a bi person yourself (I'm pretty sure you mentioned it in the gay Mike post, correct me if I'm wrong), what would you say to people who think headcanonning/thinking Mike is gay is bi erasure?</p>
Answer: <p>I do identify as bi, yes.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t consider seeing Mike as gay as bi erasure. I see him as gay. I used to see him as bi, but he hasn&rsquo;t shown even the slightest interest in any girl besides El. That doesn&rsquo;t necessarily mean anything, but the phony, forced quality of the relationship doesn&rsquo;t lend any evidence to me, from a narrative standpoint anyway (real life isn&rsquo;t so simple), that he truly likes girls.</p><p>In the end, I&rsquo;m fine with it either way. I&rsquo;ll certainly welcome any good addition to bi representation in popular media. However, one cannot ignore the fact that young gay teens would often (especially in the 80s) try to force themselves into heterosexual relationships before finally accepting who they really are.</p><p>Honestly, I&rsquo;d be fine if they never even say one way or the other. It&rsquo;s not Mike&rsquo;s responsibility to put a label on himself, anyway.</p>
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Question: <p>I hope they don&rsquo;t make El too unlikeable, if she&rsquo;s the reason Mike thinks Will has a crush on another guy (I think Mike already knows Will&rsquo;s gay). Mike&rsquo;s responsible for his own actions but El needs to learn to mind her own business and not spread gossip. Now Will&rsquo;s gonna be treated like crap&#128542;. Her lying is affecting Mike&rsquo;s relationship with herself and Will. Can she just learn to stop lying already?!</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t think she&rsquo;s lying when she says she thinks Will has a crush. If she thinks she&rsquo;s right, then it&rsquo;s not lying. Yeah, she shouldn&rsquo;t be meddling, but she probably means it out of love for her new brother. She also lacks a lot of the nuance that comes with normal social development. </p><p>El isn&rsquo;t unlikeable because of something like this. She probably just wants to see him happy, but is totally unaware that she&rsquo;s sort of standing in the way of that.</p>
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Question: <p>Why so hostile? Even if mikes eyes were open the whole time, it doesnt mean byler is gonna happen. Im not mad at all though. Its just that this show isnt heartstoppper. Its set in the 80's and there has been no indication that mike is gay or bi. And him being a good friend to will in season 2 is not an indication. Mike would not leave eleven for will. Its just not realistic. Sorry</p>
Answer: <p>omg you know what else is unrealistic? a slimy monster from an another dimension entering our world via a portal that was opened by a superpower-wielding twelve-year-old then furthermore using that portal (and other portals that it clawed open itself) to capture and eat innocent humans or other large animals and then hand the corpses of those organisms over to their godly ringleader so he can use them as puppets to make the rest of the human population his possessed army. but god forbid the creators incorporate g-g-g-gay people into the show, that would just be way too irrational.</p>
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Question: <p>Would you mind sharing how long you think it will take to watch s4? I know for me personally, I have nothing to do on Friday and will be done and ready to discuss by the evening, but I don&rsquo;t want to prematurely send you asks and accidentally spoil the season if you&rsquo;re going to take longer. Thank you!</p>
Answer: <p>The school is closed on Friday, so I will be binging it. This is mostly to avoid spoilers before I&rsquo;m able to finish, but also because I&rsquo;m sure I won&rsquo;t have the willpower to stop.</p><p>I expect a ton of Asks and messages this weekend. It is up to me whether I open the app to check. If I get spoiled, then it&rsquo;s on me.</p>
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Question: <p>It looks like someone wasn&rsquo;t sure what they were drawing and maybe folded them together to form that picture? Maybe someone outlined them after?</p>
Answer: <p>It does remind me a bit of the movie Contact, where the scientists are all trying to fit together the alien documents. Or more recently, perhaps, Moon Knight, where Stephen is folding up and shaping an important clue.</p><p>I have no idea what&rsquo;s going on in this scene, but those drawings look like they were produced by machine, possibly copies of originals. No human being (!) can draw perfectly to set margins like that.</p>
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Question: <p>https://i.pinimg.com/originals/6a/44/4f/6a444fb2d2a07ebcd0f2e45536296e98.jpg "brown eyes" &#129300; was it intentional or just a mistake</p>
Answer: <p>Eh, it&rsquo;s probably a mistake. I basically think of Hazel as Brown+ anyway.</p>
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Question: <p>First of all, hiii! I hope you're feeling good! </p><p>I was watching some S4 interviews and saw this one where the cast is reacting to some fan theories and my jaw literally just DROPPED:</p><p>https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4b2RJelkjIE (between 3.45 - 5.03) </p><p>I don't know if we were over this or if it is new but it is definitely news to me, and it's 2 am I can't even scream or talk to someone about it, I'm reaching out to you to get this wild energy out of my system HAHA </p><p>Anywayy, super excited for what's about to come in S4 and also super excited to see your thoughts about it, love your blog soo much, hope you have a wonderful day! :) </p>
Answer: <p>It came out yesterday, I think. Given the pace at which we&rsquo;re getting information, I suppose it counts as &ldquo;old news,&rdquo; but, hey, it&rsquo;s new to you.</p><p>It was an interesting segment, to be sure. First, while some of those theories are intriguing, others are just&hellip;ugh.</p><p>Second, I adore David for his &ldquo;have you people even been watching the show?&rdquo; attitude regarding Will. He knows what&rsquo;s up, and nobody is about to accuse him of being delusional and/or a pedophile for saying what the rest of us have been saying. </p><p>We&rsquo;re getting Byler in some way, shape, or form. All that&rsquo;s left now is to see how they go about it.</p>
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Question: <p>Hope this is okay to ask, but are you looking forward to the Hawkins plot? From the perspective of a mental health professional, do you think Max is going to be alright in the end? Thank you for your time :)</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m looking forward to pretty much everything. </p><p>Max seems like she&rsquo;s the focal point of the Hawkins plot. It&rsquo;s a sad thing that has happened to her, and, as far as I can tell, she is not dealing with it very well. It&rsquo;s curious that this is where they&rsquo;ve decided to finally go deep into addressing the grief and trauma of everything that has happened. We&rsquo;ve seen bits and pieces with Nancy, Will, and Joyce, but now we&rsquo;re getting full on mental health trauma. </p><p>This is a topic I want to return to once I&rsquo;ve seen (and digested) the new season. Max can certainly come out of this alright. It wouldn&rsquo;t be easy, or quick, but there&rsquo;s no reason she&rsquo;d be doomed. My main concern is that she&rsquo;s essentially receiving therapy from the school counselor. Unless Ms. Kelly has a license to practice mental health therapy, then she&rsquo;s sort of out of her league here. I do a little bit of grief processing with some of my students, but I&rsquo;m not qualified to conduct formal therapy. Some school counselors have mental health licenses, but not all. My guess is that Max lacks access to a fully qualified counselor, so Ms. Kelly is simply using what training she does have to do the best she can. Or, y'know, maybe there&rsquo;s more to Ms. Kelly than we realize.</p><p>Feel free to ask this again after release if I don&rsquo;t bring it up again. It&rsquo;s a very worthwhile topic for discussion.</p>
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Question: <p>Now that it's basically confirmed that the set up for Byler really was a setup for Byler and not just some delusional and wishful thinking how do you feel about the superpowered Will situation? </p>
Answer: <p>If it happens, it probably won&rsquo;t be revealed until volume 2, if not season 5. </p><p>If something like this happened in volume 1, the reviewers would probably be hyping Will up more. Every mention of him is basically in reference to his feelings for Mike. While I think the two situations could feed into each other, perhaps it would be a bit much to jump into all at once.</p>
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Question: <p>it bothers me nobody is talking about peter ballard</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah. They&rsquo;ve kept this hand close to their chest. Considering he&rsquo;s a major character, you&rsquo;d think we&rsquo;d have more than a single set photo.</p><p>As much as I am loathe to admit it, the theory that he is Vecna makes more sense, all things considered. I can&rsquo;t say I&rsquo;ll be happy about that, if it&rsquo;s true, but I can&rsquo;t see any other realistic options for a major character with so little apparent exposure.</p><p>It will clash considerably with his character bio. They better do one hell of a job explaining how this supposedly kind orderly ended up in the Upside Down and turned into an evil creature.</p>
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Question: <p>There&rsquo;s something happening on Thursday by the Flatiron building?? I literally live only a few blocks away, I&rsquo;ll be sure to keep my eyes peeled &#128064; What is it, exactly, that I&rsquo;m looking for?</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t know. I just plugged those map coordinates into Google, and that&rsquo;s what came up.</p>
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Question: <p>I really don&rsquo;t get why people don&rsquo;t want unrequited byler? What&rsquo;s wrong with Will&rsquo;s coming out story having to do with his feelings for mike only to realize along the way that he was just sort of hero worshipping and didn&rsquo;t really have a crush on him. As long as will realizes he&rsquo;s gay I don&rsquo;t really understand why it matters that he gets a little confused about his feelings for mike along the way?</p>
Answer: <p>Ah, yes, &ldquo;You don&rsquo;t love him. You&rsquo;re just confused.&rdquo; No gay kid has ever heard that one before.</p><p>The era of sad gay stories is over. Now is the time for hopeful stories. Collider, of all outlets, recently wrote an article on that. I may have to rethink my opinion of them.</p>
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Question: <p>help that david/finn/winona/caleb interview has me SO befuddled... based on the reviews of eps 1 - 6, and pessimism, and all the rest i think it's likely going to be unrequited on will's side. BUT on the other hand they seem so oddly jolly (for lack of a better word- "giddy," maybe?) for talking about a plot in which will's going to ultimately end up rejected by mike. even if mike's super cool about it, and they end the season in a solid place with their friendship, will would still be- understandably- a little sad/upset about liking someone who doesn't like him back. confusing indeed...</p>
Answer: <p>Screw the reviews. Those people are no different from any of us. They go into the show with certain biases and expectations, and that colors their perception of what they see. It&rsquo;s no different from how many of us reacted to season 3, despite how much a closer look revealed different observations from what we originally noticed.</p><p>The cast, on the other hand, not only have a complete perspective on the season, but also the show as a whole. David, in particular, has claimed to know how the show ends for quite some time. The fact that he&rsquo;s so direct about what he said is encouraging. Now, how they go about showing it, and when, is a different story altogether.</p><p>There was no reason to be discouraged today. Confused, yes, but not discouraged.</p>
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Question: <p>You were right about some negative things ( I won&rsquo;t say which ones ) now I am sad :( </p>
Answer: <p>You guys are killing me. The embargo just barely lifted, and already I can&rsquo;t really safely read anything around here.</p><p>I&rsquo;ll just say that there&rsquo;s only so much you can expect when straight people write gay characters. That said, I&rsquo;ll be reserving judgment for when I see it for myself on Friday. </p><p>Of course, there&rsquo;s still the matter of volume 2, too.</p>
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Question: <p>I'll be so mad if Max gets powers and Will not like what was the whole Will the wise thing for</p>
Answer: <p>Same.</p><p>It&rsquo;s nothing against Max. I just don&rsquo;t like how Will is being made into a non-factor in the story despite how valuable he apparently was to the Upside Down in the first two seasons.</p><p>And if it turns out that someone else is drawing creepy things that are plot-critical, well, then I&rsquo;m going to be pissed off. Will being reduced to &ldquo;sad gay kid&rdquo; is probably my biggest fear for season 4 (aside from it being a total letdown, of course).</p>
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Question: <p>Wasn't the track list for the original score supposed to be out today? We're so close to the season that I feel like we're all losing our minds lol</p>
Answer: <p>wait seriously, i had no idea!! do you know where i can find the list? i’d love to screech over some tunes.</p>
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Question: <p>The S1-S3 cast recap is a little worrisome tbh... First they say that Billy fully redeemed himself by sacrificing himself, then that Mike and El finally confessed that they love each other. Was that what we supposed to get from those scenes? Are the characters not as complex as we thought? Sometimes I wonder if we overestimate the Duffers and maybe things are just more surface-level than we think.</p>
Answer: <p>You need to understand that these sorts of recaps are not meant for us. They&rsquo;re for the more casual fans who may not have even thought about Stranger Things in over two years. It&rsquo;s there to let people who forgot what happened to get caught up without having to rewatch everything again. Billy&rsquo;s sacrifice and Mike and El&rsquo;s relationship, for example, are two things that they want fans to be thinking about going into season 4.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t expect to be right about everything, character-wise, but I do think that we&rsquo;re seeing things we&rsquo;re meant to see.</p>
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Question: <p>Have you tried to analise the crossword puzzle from the new clip released ?</p><p>I found some interesting names in the puzzle,probably it won&rsquo;t mean anything but there are Barbara,Pierre and Anne&#129300;</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m avoiding watching the first 8 minutes until I can see the whole thing. Sorry.</p><p>If it&rsquo;s possible to see it without having anything of significance spoiled, I&rsquo;d be willing to take a look.</p>
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Question: <p>Have you tried to analise the crossword puzzle from the new clip released ?</p><p>I found some interesting names in the puzzle,probably it won&rsquo;t mean anything but there are Barbara,Pierre and Anne&#129300;</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m avoiding watching the first 8 minutes until I can see the whole thing. Sorry.</p><p>If it&rsquo;s possible to see it without having anything of significance spoiled, I&rsquo;d be willing to take a look.</p>
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Question: <p>Have you tried to analise the crossword puzzle from the new clip released ?</p><p>I found some interesting names in the puzzle,probably it won&rsquo;t mean anything but there are Barbara,Pierre and Anne&#129300;</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m avoiding watching the first 8 minutes until I can see the whole thing. Sorry.</p><p>If it&rsquo;s possible to see it without having anything of significance spoiled, I&rsquo;d be willing to take a look.</p>
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Question: <p>Have you tried to analise the crossword puzzle from the new clip released ?</p><p>I found some interesting names in the puzzle,probably it won&rsquo;t mean anything but there are Barbara,Pierre and Anne&#129300;</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m avoiding watching the first 8 minutes until I can see the whole thing. Sorry.</p><p>If it&rsquo;s possible to see it without having anything of significance spoiled, I&rsquo;d be willing to take a look.</p>
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Question: <p>So I know we've all been distracted by more recent interviews but I do think at one point one interview said Mike's arc this season involves him going back to some sort of leadership role? Do you think this is a good thing for his emotional well-being, because Mike has some serious self esteem issues that we never really talk about or deal with, and has been completely willing to sacrifice himself for the sake of others fast enough to be concerning. I just hope that his arc this season isn't just "wow I was being a bad friend and boyfriend, and now I won't be one" because while he needs to acknowledge he was being an asshole to people, I think he's doing very poorly emotionally and I think that should be addressed.</p>
Answer: <p>Mike is always at his best when he&rsquo;s trying to help others. He really is a natural leader, and this only becomes problematic when he&rsquo;s butting heads with other leaders. The boy was very on point when he dubbed himself the paladin of the Party. Yeah, he&rsquo;s always had a bit of &ldquo;little shit&rdquo; in him, but it was only when he tried to be someone he wasn&rsquo;t that he really fell from grace (season 3). Even then, he still got it together when things got bad, showing his courage and leadership ability again.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t think Mike&rsquo;s whole arc will be about him realizing what a bad friend and boyfriend he&rsquo;s been. It will be part of it, though. He has to realize that in trying to be what others wanted him to be, he lost himself in the process. His own feelings about who he is may have played a role in that, especially if he already has a conscious awareness of his feelings for Will. </p><p>Mike&rsquo;s phony home life and rejected social status has likely taken its toll over the years. What we&rsquo;ve seen so far suggests that he may be happy now that he&rsquo;s embracing his nerdiness again. Unfortunately, we also know that the town sees the Hellfire Club as social rejects at best and a Satanic Cult at worst. Mike keeps seeing rejection whenever he&rsquo;s himself. He&rsquo;s struggling to accept himself as a result.</p><p>Fortunately, the fact that we&rsquo;re told we get a more emotional Mike this season is a good sign. It suggests that Mike will be actually dealing with his own issues, both with others and himself. I think both Will and El will be instrumental in him accepting himself, as they are the two whose opinions he probably values more than any others. I look forward to seeing how this all plays out, even if it will probably be a painful ride at times.</p><p>Stay strong, Sir Mike. A willingness to sacrifice yourself for the safety of others doesn&rsquo;t need to mean you don&rsquo;t try to find another way first.</p>
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Question: <p>This is for if you watched the first eight minutes (it's on youtube)</p><p>Do you think El has localized amnesia?</p>
Answer: <p>I did not watch it. I&rsquo;m debating if I even want to.</p><p>I have previously thought that she has repressed memories, though.</p>
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Question: <p>"let's see if this kid is a wizard or shizo"</p><p>Was it foreshadowing?</p>
Answer: <p>I hope so.</p><p>He is Will the Wise, after all. </p>
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Question: <p>hi! i was wondering if you&rsquo;d reconsidered lumax being endgame, especially considering the new sadie/caleb interview?</p>
Answer: <p>I didn&rsquo;t see the interview, but I think I get the gist of it from what I&rsquo;ve seen posted around.</p><p>It&rsquo;s definitely possible that they work things out. It just looked to me like they were foreshadowing that they were just too out of sync with each other to work. Perhaps the events of season 4 show them both what&rsquo;s really important, allowing them to both drop their respective facades and be true to each other.</p><p>Honestly, that might be an overall theme for everyone. Stop with trying to be something you&rsquo;re not and just be yourself. That&rsquo;s the real, and only, path to happiness.</p>
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Question: <p>The biggest plot twist would be if Will draws Vecna &amp; he is acting weird because he sees Vecna in his nightmares every night &amp; won't tell anyone about it because he doesn't want others to be worried</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m sitting here still wanting to know why Will drew a Hopper-looking prisoner, and you come to me with this? </p><p>It&rsquo;s a very interesting possibility, and I look forward to finding out just how much Will has drawn and why. </p>
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Question: <p>https://mobile.twitter.com/elmikewill/status/1527094259072978945/photo/2</p><p>Hi can you tell me what's going on in this picture?</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t know what&rsquo;s at that link, but I suspect it&rsquo;s a spoiler. I&rsquo;m afraid I cannot help you. With only a week to go, I do not want to know anything more than I already do.</p>
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Question: <p>Thinking about the possibility of Joyce and Jonathan seeing the gears turning in Murray's head as he watches Mike,Will and El interact: "Not. A. Word." The three of them are making intense eye contact across the table trying to only communicate with their faces to not draw the attention of the other three. Will looks up long enough to see them making faces at eachother and saying "Uh, are you guys okay?" A quick chorus of "Yeah, sure, of course!" followed by an award silence. The comedy.</p>
Answer: <p>joyce and jon aggressively attempting to protect them from crazy uncle murray PLEASE</p>
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Question: <p>What are your thoughts on Vecna creating nightmares?</p>
Answer: <p>It makes sense with his Freddy Kreuger inspiration. As long as it doesn&rsquo;t come across like a complete ripoff, I&rsquo;m fine with it.</p>
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Question: <p>Noah saying "it's up to interpretation this season to see what he wants" about Will's dating life gave me flashbacks to his "it's up to interpretation" response post-S3 about Will being gay. I really hope we get some Byler confirmation this season but when I think about it it wouldn't even surprise me if they left it for ST5. I would hate it, because I thought we would at least get Will's feelings confirmed... Do you think the Duffers could have been scared of losing the mlvn fan base so they don't want to make things clear for either couple before the last season? That's where I think it's going right now tbh. </p>
Answer: <p>The fact that he&rsquo;s saying the same thing he said three years ago should be very telling. It&rsquo;s right up there with the fact that he keeps using the term &ldquo;third wheel.&rdquo; </p><p>He&rsquo;s being coached on how to talk about specific parts of the show to avoid giving anything away. Do you really think this little chaos demon of a teenager would just say the same things over and over if he wasn&rsquo;t being told to?</p><p>Will is gay, but we&rsquo;re just not supposed to know for sure, yet. He&rsquo;s being <i>very </i>careful to avoid it being too obvious. I give him credit for that. </p><p>It&rsquo;s especially genius if Mike does indeed end up returning Will&rsquo;s feelings, too. Everyone is so distracted by what&rsquo;s going on with Will. They&rsquo;ll barely even notice what&rsquo;s happening with Mike (in terms of being gay) until something big happens.</p>
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Question: <p>i hope your having a good day!! turtles for if you arent and even if you are! -&gt; &#128034;&#128034;</p><p>i love your theories and i hope you've had enough water to drink today. continue being epicly epic :))</p>
Answer: <p>How am I going to feed all these turtles? Pizza is expensive!</p><p>Thank you for reading. I&rsquo;m doing better lately. The school year is winding down, so I&rsquo;m basically just trying to wrap things up. </p><p>I hope to continue with my main content after volume 1 launches next week. I&rsquo;m sure there will be plenty to analyze with the characters.</p>
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Question: <p>I really do have this awful feeling that they might try and sorta "redeem" billy. Like try and minimize the bad shit he did. Idk why it's just this gut feeling I have, here's hoping it isn't true.</p>
Answer: <p>I suppose whether something like that would be redemption comes down to how they do it and one&rsquo;s opinion of what redemption looks like.</p><p>Yeah, Billy was a horrible person, but he was also a victim of years of abuse himself. I don&rsquo;t think there&rsquo;s anything wrong with showing that the nice little boy he once was might still have been in there beneath an angry, aggressive persona designed to protect him from his father.</p><p>If that works its way into season 4, I won&rsquo;t be upset. They just have to take care to also acknowledge the horrible things he did.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi ! I&rsquo;m the anon who talked about the Millie and Finn interview :) I&rsquo;m sorry if I sounded rude I really didn&rsquo;t want to and I have also read the post that you were talking about in your answer , and I think that maybe you are right . It&rsquo;s just hard for me to believe because I&rsquo;ve been let down before you know :( but now I won&rsquo;t bother you again ;) ( also sorry for my bad English) </p>
Answer: <p>Oh, believe me, I feel the same way. I still have that voice in the back of my head telling me not to get my hopes up. I don&rsquo;t blame you, or anyone else, for having doubts.</p><p>My only issue is in getting the same types of Asks over and over after every new piece of information. There&rsquo;s only so much I can say or do to help anyone if it&rsquo;s that easy for them to get shaken.</p><p>I admit I did recently have a period where I was very pessimistic. A lot of that had to do with my resilience being worn down by stress at work. </p><p>I realize you all have similar things going on outside of the fandom that might make it hard to stay positive, as well. Nothing works for everyone, but what I do in these situations is try to stop and think about everything rationally. Sometimes I need someone to guide me through it, which I suppose is essentially what you all are asking for when you send these Asks.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t hold any ill feelings towards anyone for Asks made in good faith. It just gets tiring to get the same ones over and over. </p><p>I do ask that people not mention leaks of any kind. I had one this morning about the first 8 minutes of the season. The anon was nice enough to not state anything explicitly, but even what they did say was more than I would have liked to know. It doesn&rsquo;t make it any better that I will possibly be very happy with it, if what the person said is true. I would have rather gone in fresh without knowing anything.</p>
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Question: <p>Hey ! Im just doubting Byler again because of Finn and Millie&rsquo;s new interview. Finn said that Mike is going to tell El he loves her and Millie said that Mike and El love each other so much . And also there is a leak that said that Will has a crush on a dude named Fernando ( lol ) and the leaks have been true so often :( . I mean why would Millie and Finn say those things if it isn&rsquo;t true ? Ugh I just hope that Mileven will develop into a healthy and sweet couple ( they weren&rsquo;t in my opinion ) and I also hope Will won&rsquo;t have a unrequited crush on Mike . Im sorry for my negativity but I really need some hope right now . </p><p>Btw I love your posts , you are somehow always able to give me some hope :) Have a great day ! </p>
Answer: <p>Sigh.</p><p>I&rsquo;m trying to not get frustrated by this because you don&rsquo;t seem to mean any harm. I did address this all yesterday and last night, though. I suggest you go through my posts to see those.</p><p>Long story short, nothing that was said means anything. They&rsquo;re giving us information that lets us know what we should be paying attention to, but that&rsquo;s it. The fact that we&rsquo;re meant to pay attention to Mike and Will&rsquo;s relationship is significant in and of itself. </p><p>I don&rsquo;t want the next ten days to be a broken record of having to reassure people every time a new interview is released. People just need to remember that they have to say a lot without saying much at all.</p>
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Question: <p>And&hellip;Milevens are back to making fun of us on Twitter over our answers about Finn&rsquo;s comments lmao. At this point I just want the damn season to come out so this bullshit can stop, like yeah we get it you think we&rsquo;re delusional. I mean, we might be and there&rsquo;s a huge possibility Mileven IS endgame but why the fuck are they taking pictures of our posts and posting them on Twitter. If they get Mileven, wouldn&rsquo;t they automatically win?? Why the need for pettiness lol</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t know why you&rsquo;re paying attention to them. I also don&rsquo;t know why they&rsquo;re paying attention to us. It really seems like a huge waste of time to me.</p><p>Fuck em and this whole petty shipping war bullshit. Should anyone be copying my posts to share on Twitter, I guess all I have to say is &ldquo;thanks?&rdquo;</p>
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Question: <p>Mike has never been confused about his feelings for El to me. He&rsquo;s only been absolutely terrible at expressing it&hellip; because he is/was 14. That was made very obvious with the grocery store conversation. </p><p>I just really don&rsquo;t think they are going to go for Mike thinking he might have romantic feelings for Will, being all confused, but then pivoting back to Eleven at the end. I just don&rsquo;t see the Duffers doing that kind of trope. </p><p>That being said, I do think we&rsquo;ll probably get some good strengthening of Will and Mike&rsquo;s friendship. In the one interview, Noah said Will&rsquo;s focus is making sure both El and Mike are ok. It&rsquo;d make sense that Mike goes to pieces after El is kidnapped(?). Would allow Will to try to help his friend, and it would be a nice reversal of the caretaker role Mike has effectively had for the last few seasons. </p><p>I&rsquo;m curious if that&rsquo;s something you could live with? If Mike remains ride or die El but at least the Byler *friendship* is also developed further (e.g. Will finally gets some development period.) This just seems like the most likely scenario to me. </p>
Answer: <p>He has been confused with his feelings. I&rsquo;m not about to go into it here, as I&rsquo;ve written about it before. You should check out my &ldquo;Why Do You Like?&rdquo; post about my conceptualization of a gay Mike. It goes over how his feelings are twisted up and how El has been a convenient outlet for these feelings. He didn&rsquo;t do it intentionally, but it&rsquo;s still something he owes her an apology for.</p><p>There&rsquo;s no reason for them to artificially create tension in his friendship with Will. Their dynamic changed very abruptly between seasons two and three. It&rsquo;s not hard to imagine this happened very shortly after the Snowball. A strengthening of their friendship would be fine if anything like that was even necessary. Even in season 3, Mike freaked out and tried to apologize when it became clear Will was upset. It doesn&rsquo;t strike you as odd that it wasn&rsquo;t until after this fight that Mike tried to make amends with El?</p><p>I like the idea of Will taking care of Mike for a change. What I don&rsquo;t like is the idea that he&rsquo;s being neglected again. It makes it look like he&rsquo;s sacrificing his own happiness for Mike and El. It fits his selfless nature, but he deserves to be very angry if Mike is acting even worse than he did in season 3.</p><p>I also don&rsquo;t like the idea that Will&rsquo;s role is now just to be Mike&rsquo;s friend and wingman. The scenario you described really comes across to me as something that benefits Mike&rsquo;s (and El&rsquo;s) development, rather than his own. It makes it look like Will is just there to make sure Mike and El are happy together. So, no, I wouldn&rsquo;t be ok with it.</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;m the anon who sent you the ask about Finn answering about Mileven and I just had to laugh cause I wrote gay instead of way lmao. Sorry about that. I really hope you&rsquo;re right but wouldn&rsquo;t that just be really cruel to the audience? They&rsquo;re all literally expecting them to be endgame, especially with the way Millie and Finn are talking about what&rsquo;s coming up for them. It would just be too jarring at this point I feel like. </p>
Answer: <p>They&rsquo;ve seriously spent years writing Mike as having his feelings for Will and El all tangled up. Then they had season 3 end with him nervously asking Will if he&rsquo;d replace him followed by him awkwardly standing there when El kissed him after saying she loved him. Then they showed him look back at Will&rsquo;s house before biking home and needing to be hugged by his mom.</p><p>If they seriously go through this whole &ldquo;confused Mike&rdquo; angle only to have him realize he loves El and just wants to be friends with Will, then all they&rsquo;ve done is taken a <i>very </i>scenic route towards a standard heterosexual love story, at the expense of gay representation. Oh, and Will ends up rejected and either alone or with an undeveloped token love interest.</p><p>Ugh, I hope this is both the first and last time I get this invested in a ship. It&rsquo;s exhausting.</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;m back to being pissed off lord. They asked Finn if Mike would ever confess his love for El in a big gay and he said that there&rsquo;s a really cool moment this season that tackles that. That&rsquo;s the emotional monologue isn&rsquo;t it? I&rsquo;m so over it. It was a premiere interview btw</p>
Answer: <p>It really doesn&rsquo;t take much, does it? </p><p>He literally just says that there&rsquo;s a cool episode that tackles whether or not he&rsquo;ll say he loves her. It doesn&rsquo;t actually answer the question.</p><p>I always thought one possibility for the monologue could be a &ldquo;I love you, but I&rsquo;m not in love with you&rdquo; type of moment.</p><p>Relax.</p>
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Question: <p>You&rsquo;re not worried about the leakers saying Byler isn&rsquo;t going to happen? Even though they&rsquo;ve been right about everything else?</p>
Answer: <h2>Look, <i><b><span class="npf_color_joey">I don&rsquo;t care about the leakers. </span></b></i></h2><p>I believe byler is endgame. It makes sense to me. It makes sense plotwise. I&rsquo;m tired of people telling me byler won&rsquo;t happen because &ldquo;the leakers said so&rdquo;. </p><p> I don&rsquo;t give a damn about what random people say on the internet, because they aren&rsquo;t Shawn Levy or the Duffer Brothers, and they haven&rsquo;t watched S4 now so they can say everything and more but it will just be air anyway. And what have they been <i>right</i> about????? &ldquo;Mike brings El flowers at the airport&rdquo; okay and so what about it? &ldquo;Oh it means mlvn is endgame&rdquo; oh <i>really</i>? Please, let me laugh. </p><p>I value my own free will and my own ability to understand a show I like. And if I&rsquo;m wrong and Byler isn&rsquo;t endgame? (Which I sincerely doubt lol) And then what? What about it? I&rsquo;ll still be allowed to ship Byler, I think. I can still write fanfictions or make fanarts. I can still enjoy my ship without being judged by random people on the internet. </p><p>For Merlin&rsquo;s sake. I won&rsquo;t let &ldquo;leakers&rdquo; spoil my excitement for a show. And it doesn&rsquo;t matter if that concerns Byler or Vecna or Karen Wheeler&rsquo;s hair. I don&rsquo;t care about leaks, and I don&rsquo;t care about leakers.</p><p> I&rsquo;m lucky to have two eyes, two ears and a functioning brain, I think I can develop my own opinion by myself. </p><p>And I am very sorry if I sound harsh. I get a lot of messages telling me Byler won&rsquo;t be endgame and I should &ldquo;prepare myself&rdquo; in order not to be hurt (which, let me tell you, is properly hilarious), so I&rsquo;m a little bit warry right now. But I sincerely think some people should buy themselves some common sense and trust their brains before trusting a total stranger on the internet, that probably knows more about knitting than the actual plot of Stranger Things.</p><p>Have a good day/night. </p>
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Question: <p>They all talk about the big reveal being connected to Will. Do you think that's likely? </p>
Answer: <p>Who is &ldquo;they,&rdquo; exactly? </p><p>Personally, I expect the &ldquo;big reveal&rdquo; to be something involving the nature of the Upside Down. Will could certainly have a role in that, but I haven&rsquo;t seen anything where &ldquo;they all&rdquo; talk about the reveal being connected to him.</p>
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Question: <p>Have u heard about Fernando? It may be a false leak though&#129320; He is supposed to be Will&rsquo;s hot classmate(?)</p>
Answer: <p>Didn&rsquo;t someone say they made this up? If someone like this does exist in the season, then we probably only see them for maybe a single scene.</p>
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Question: <p>I'm so happy and glad that you're happy these days. &#9786;&#65039;</p>
Answer: <p>Thanks. It helps that things have calmed down at work. That was really wearing down my resilience for a while.</p>
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Question: <p>I don&rsquo;t know if you have noticed it but at the premiere there wasn&rsquo;t the actor who plays Will&rsquo;s father so i don&rsquo;t think he will come back this season. What do you think about it?</p>
Answer: <p>A guy who looks suspiciously like him was that the table read a long while back. He could just be a flashback/memory/vision, though.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think Brenner will be a key part of Eleven regaining her powers? Maybe Doctor Owens (after the diner scene in the trailer) has a way of finding/contacting Brenner, and would be able to bring both Brenner and Eleven back to the lab, since Brenner would know the most about Elevens powers? I think it would open a door for Brenner to become a real threat again, maybe &ldquo;re-capturing&rdquo; Eleven, or &ldquo;betraying&rdquo; Owens somehow for his own gain. </p>
Answer: <p>I think he&rsquo;ll be involved in some fashion. Whether he becomes a threat again might depend on whether he&rsquo;s at the desert lab or somewhere else. I&rsquo;m not sure anyone but El is going to survive that scene.</p><p>I think a good season finale would be Brenner recapturing El, and possibly Will, to prepare for what he considers a war against the Russians and their own experiments. Man is the real monster, after all.</p>
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Question: <p>Fuck I had so much faith after recent developments until I read Millie&rsquo;s new interview from the premiere. It&rsquo;s all over Twitter. She basically talks about how Mike and El have fought so hard to be with each other and that&rsquo;s what they&rsquo;re holding onto this season. I can&rsquo;t&hellip; I&rsquo;m so confused I feel like that&rsquo;s totally different from what Finn said. </p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, it&rsquo;s different, alright. It sounds like they&rsquo;re trying to force something.</p><p>Honestly, one also has to keep in mind how the actors will often answer from the perspective of their characters. That&rsquo;s what they have insight into, so it will color their answers. It&rsquo;s also very much in line with what she&rsquo;s said in previous interview.</p><p>Honestly, it just highlights that every answer is very carefully worded, to the point that it feels very practiced.</p><p>Relax.</p>
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Question: <p>any theories what is going on with vecna ? j/w what your thoughts are on that plot b/c i don&rsquo;t think i have seen you mention it.</p>
Answer: <p>Basically everything surrounding Vecna would be leak territory, which I don&rsquo;t really like to go into.</p><p>It does seem like they&rsquo;re setting him up to be  behind everything, but, at the same time, making him also out to be a victim of the Upside Down since he&rsquo;s been stuck in there mutating for years. </p><p>What I want to know is how he connects with the Mindflayer. Are they one in the same?</p>
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Question: <p>The reason I don't think Will will have a crush on some random guy is because Noah said that Will doesn't really get along with anyone, "it's just him and Mike I feel like", AND "he's always happier when he's with him". If he does have a crush, Mike would be the only possible option I feel like. So I guess it's that or El is misreading the situation and Will doesn't have a crush at all. (but then it would be cruel to make us think that in the first place lol). (or maybe he's acting weird because he doesn't like girls and is realizing that he's gay)</p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s a good point. It has indeed been stressed, on more than one occasion, that Will just regards Mike differently than he regards anyone else. </p><p>My hunch is that it&rsquo;s just El misunderstanding something. She might just see him talking to some girl. She could ask him about it, but his denial would probably only make him seem more &ldquo;guilty&rdquo; of liking her. I think it&rsquo;s very possible that she tells Mike about this (either via letter or call) before he comes, which could explain Mike acting oddly distant. I&rsquo;m just not sure how they&rsquo;d go about that without making it obvious, since, should Mike indeed like Will, they wouldn&rsquo;t want to reveal that too soon in the season. </p>
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Question: <p>Already seeing homophobic takes about how people don't want Will to be "stereotypically gay". By which they seem to mean, "to have a gay walk" or have other effeminate traits. Can someone please tell these girls that some of the stereotypes they abhor so much arise from real mannerisms many gay men have, and they're not something to be ashamed of or suppress. Will has always been coded as someone others could sense was gay. Where do they think that was coming from? "Gay" traits, obviously &#128580;</p>
Answer: <p>Yes, many people have those mannerisms, regardless of sexual orientation, really. None of those people should be made to feel ashamed of it. I do take issue when a gay character is presented in a stereotypical manner, though, especially when the show or movie is created by straight people. It reeks of having to present a character in a way that would make a straight audience go &ldquo;oh, yeah, they&rsquo;re gay.&rdquo; Mannerisms and sexual orientation should not be expected to go hand-in-hand, just as they shouldn&rsquo;t do so with gender, race, etc.</p><p>There&rsquo;s also the fact that Will has never really shown much in terms of those mannerisms before. Will&rsquo;s never been particularly masculine, no, but I never saw him as effeminate, either. At most, he&rsquo;s been shown to have an interest in &ldquo;non-masculine&rdquo; things like art, and he&rsquo;s more sensitive than other boys. If he suddenly started taking on more stereotypically gay mannerisms now, then it would come across as forced, in my opinion. Will doesn&rsquo;t need to change how he acts for anyone, in-universe or out. If they were to have him be more effeminate now, then at least have some sort of explanation. </p><p>I think this is much ado about nothing, though. A couple seconds of Will walking through a doorway isn&rsquo;t really indicative of anything. It just bugs me that <b><i>this </i></b>is what has some people suddenly asking if he&rsquo;s gay, not any of the subtext.</p>
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Question: <p>i dont mean this to be rude but why have you been such a pessimist lately? i used to go through your account to see your theories and analysis but now every single post of yours recently has just been reblogging and shooting down a bunch of peoples theories or saying &ldquo;dont get your hopes up&rdquo; like ten times.</p><p>i know that its your account and you can do whatever you want with it but i am genuinely curious</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t see myself as a pessimist, but a realist. I have to look at things rationally, considering information and what it may or may not mean. I worry when I see people around here making assumptions and jumping to conclusions every time there&rsquo;s an interview, promotional still, or clip. I&rsquo;m not trying to crush anyone&rsquo;s hope, but perhaps my attempts to keep things grounded have gone too far. I do apologize if I&rsquo;ve gone too far with it.</p><p>My theories and analyses have dried up mostly because it&rsquo;s been so long since we&rsquo;ve had real content. I have nothing significant to work with anymore, and doing speculation has only resulted in trolling that stresses me out. I&rsquo;ll admit that it probably has affected my mood significantly, which may have impacted my tone.</p><p>I look forward to doing more of the content that I created this blog for once the season comes out.</p>
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Question: <p>Am I the only one who doesn't think Will having a crush on another guy would be the worst thing in the world? Obviously it wouldn't compare to what he feels for Mike, but what's wrong with him having a little flirtation with some guy who appreciates everything he is? It would be good for his self esteem and could be a much-needed wake up call for Mike</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s not a bad thing in and of itself. The problem lies in the fact that it could end up being a hollow thing. Will doesn&rsquo;t have a love interest, so let&rsquo;s just make someone up who doesn&rsquo;t actually matter in the long run. If they do this, it should serve a greater purpose than to just pair Will up with someone. I can&rsquo;t see El thinking Will has a crush on a boy, though, unless she experienced something that allowed her to consider same-sex pairings as a thing. She wouldn&rsquo;t have any bigotry against it, but, as far as we know, her only exposure to the idea of gay people was Troy&rsquo;s insults at Will&rsquo;s memorial service at school, and we have no idea if she ever knew what all those words really meant.</p><p>Yes, it could be good for Will&rsquo;s self-esteem (should it go well), and it could play into Mike&rsquo;s story, too. It&rsquo;s a bit cliche, but it could work. There&rsquo;s just so many ways it can go wrong if they aren&rsquo;t careful about it, especially if this is the majority of Will&rsquo;s story this season.</p>
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Question: <p>Hey! Assuming to the new Tuduum character&rsquo;s description only Eleven is bullied at her new school :( Maybe Will got some friends and one of them is his new crush(?) &#129300; what do you think?</p>
Answer: <p>It makes sense that El would get bullied, as sad as that is. She has no real social awareness. She was fortunate enough to stumble upon some nice kids after escaping the Lab, and they became her only friends. She has no real sense in how to handle the less-than-friendly variety of teenagers. She actually has almost no idea how to handle problems at all without her powers, to be honest. She had to have a moment that forced her to grow beyond them, but it&rsquo;s a shame that it&rsquo;s going to be such a painful one. I just hope that it does help develop her character, rather than being something that happens just to make her need Mike more.</p><p>What really bugs me, though, is that it&rsquo;s just El dealing with it, apparently. Will should really be having his own difficulties. Perhaps he&rsquo;s just invisible in his new school. I just don&rsquo;t like the fact that El is going to be getting her own storyline, yet still seems to dominate the California story. I&rsquo;m hoping there&rsquo;s just more we don&rsquo;t know, yet.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not convinced that Will does have a crush. I&rsquo;m expecting it to be a misunderstanding on El&rsquo;s part. If he does have one, then I&rsquo;d think it&rsquo;s just a device to further other events of the season. Will getting a throwaway crush after three seasons of gay coding would be pathetic.</p>
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Question: <p>Haha. What if El doesn't think Will's "crush" is on a girl? What if she thinks it's on Argyle? Will would probably just like him as a friend, but that's not the point - the point would be to introduce the concept of his sexuality and see how the other characters react to it, now that they're getting old enough to really start to wonder. (Also, how hilariously awkward would the road trip be if Mike thinks Argyle is some kind of romantic rival &#128518;)</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;ve considered this. Not that it would be Argyle, but that the &ldquo;crush&rdquo; could be on a boy. El may not realize there&rsquo;s anything &ldquo;wrong&rdquo; with that, and she could treat it the same as she would Will liking a girl.</p><p>I do think it&rsquo;s unlikely, though. She may not have any reason to think it&rsquo;s wrong, but, without exposure, she doesn&rsquo;t really have any frame of reference to consider it a possibility. Every relationship she&rsquo;s ever seen has been heterosexual.</p><p>I really think it&rsquo;s mostly going to be used to set up drama and misunderstandings. I see some potential for it to be a vehicle for sexuality to be discussed, especially if Mike is all confused because he thought Will liked boys. We&rsquo;ll just have to wait and see.</p><p>Honestly, Will genuinely having a crush on some random background character would be the worst possible outcome, so I hope it&rsquo;s part of something bigger.</p>
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Question: <p>It annoys me that so many fans of the show seem a-okay with El taking focus away from the other characters and dominating the plot line . . . but the one time El got a storyline that was all her, just her, away from everyone else, they HATED it. The Lost Sister is probably the most hated episode of ST history. Which makes me wonder if these fans actually care about El as her own person, or just as a love interest for Mike, or some super-powered action girl savior figure.</p>
Answer: <p>The problem wasn&rsquo;t with El having a separate story. I liked that she wanted to learn more about herself, even if she did it in a very reckless way. The problem with The Lost Sister was that it was an episode with a singular purpose, and none of the events of that episode were ever referenced again. It came off more as a pilot for a spinoff than anything else.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not going to pretend that I know what El&rsquo;s fans actually care about, but, if they really care about her, they&rsquo;d want her to grow as a person. This means her learning about the world, her past, and what she really wants in life. So far, Max is really the only one to encourage her to do that. Hopefully, the Byers have tried to pick up where she left off.</p>
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Question: <p>Have u seen the new ST poster? Again it looks like Will might have a small role this season,it&rsquo;s SO FRUSTATING</p>
Answer: <p>Well, yeah. I&rsquo;ve given up on Will being important to the story. Unless they have some huge reveal to lead into season 5, Will&rsquo;s role in the overall plot is probably more or less over. </p>
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Question: <p>It&rsquo;s got nothing to do with ST but I wonder if you&rsquo;ve ever watched Killing Eve?</p>
Answer: <p>I have not, but I&rsquo;ve been made aware that it made use of Bury Your Gays. That&rsquo;s a trope that I (pun intended) wish would die.</p>
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Question: <p>I wish you&rsquo;d be honest with your followers that the likelihood Byler happens in canon is low. I don&rsquo;t love Mike and El together, but they have been paired since S1. Canonically they have verbally stated they love each other. The actors have confirmed it. The producers have confirmed it. </p><p>There hasn&rsquo;t been any queerbaiting on Netflix&rsquo; part based on the marketing, from what I can see, other than the weird Netflixgeeked comment, and that&rsquo;s a stretch, considering the are secondary barelg followed account. (This is coming from a former Supernatural fan.)</p><p>It is fine to ship a crack ship. But I keep seeing you building this hope in this small Tumblr community that it will genuinely happen in canon, and the narrative doesn&rsquo;t support it. All these &ldquo;super clues&rdquo; are just over reads to support the narrative you want to see. ST is has never been that subtle. You are leading so many young people on here to having their hearts crushed eventually. </p><p>The most they might do is confirm Will is gay and maybe we get a heartfelt conversation between Mike and Will about it. </p><p>Be honest. </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;ve been more than honest with people about my own pessimism on these things, having grown up well before happy endings for gay characters were a thing. I wouldn&rsquo;t say what I say if I didn&rsquo;t believe it, and I have as much right to say what I think as anyone else.</p><p>You can take your disrespectful accusations somewhere else.</p>
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Question: <p>do you if the netflix&rsquo;s geeked account is managed by someone who watched the new season from st? or is just someone who works for netflix without knowing important informations?</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s probably lower-level employees like interns or assistants who do the actual postings on social media. However, they are almost certainly overseen by a manager of some sort, and it probably falls under the umbrella of the executive VP of Marketing at Netflix or whatever titles they may use. Those higher-level people are the ones who would coordinate and create the posts, and <i>they </i>may have access to inside info.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi! Did you stop believing Byler is endgame? :(</p>
Answer: <p>No, but I&rsquo;ll always have that cynical/skeptical side of me. I didn&rsquo;t have shows like Heartstopper growing up.</p>
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Question: <p>Am i the only one who thinks that the comment on Netflix Geeked is a negative thing? It looks like Will is going to suffer because Mike might friendzones him. I&rsquo;m not ready:(</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s not a bad thing.</p><p>It&rsquo;s not a good thing.</p><p>It&rsquo;s a thing, though.</p><p>This is an official, yet secondary, Netflix account. Whoever runs it not only acknowledged Byler to a fan, but they also encouraged it, saying that more is coming. That is <b>not </b>good if there isn&rsquo;t any intention to make it official. </p><p>My only real beef with it is that whoever runs the account didn&rsquo;t need to reply to that person asking for my Byler content. There is now an expectation based on an &ldquo;official&rdquo; source. The fact that they replied again saying we&rsquo;d be seeing Mike and Will in season 4 seems like an attempt to walk it back, like that was all they meant by it. </p><p>To be fair, there&rsquo;s quite a lot of fans who would consider Mike and Will in a scene together to be Byler content. How low a bar it often is for gay ships, eh? That&rsquo;s what happens when media often portrays gay pairings as inferior and/or secondary.</p>
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Question: <p>i was wondering what your thoughts are on this question I had in a post earlier. </p><p><a href="https://mayabruhbruh.tumblr.com/post/683861388354060288/i-dont-know-if-anyone-has-already-answered-this">https://mayabruhbruh.tumblr.com/post/683861388354060288/i-dont-know-if-anyone-has-already-answered-this</a></p>
Answer: <p>We can only speculate, really. Everyone looks very serious here, so I can&rsquo;t see it just being the results of some teenage mischief. It&rsquo;s possible that the police were called because Karen isn&rsquo;t able to reach anyone at the Byers&rsquo; place, and the Hawkins PD may have even learned about an &ldquo;accident&rdquo; at the house. Mike (and the others) may well be presumed missing, if not worse. This could explain why it looks so similar to when Hopper was telling the boys about Will in season 1.</p><p>It&rsquo;s also possible, yes, possible, that Mike is a &ldquo;person of interest&rdquo; in Chrissy&rsquo;s death. That only really works, though, if she dies before Mike leaves for California. I suppose it would look <i>very </i>suspicious if he, coincidentally, left shortly after it happened.</p>
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Question: <p>I love that Will is painting in the trailer. I haven't seen anyone talk about it, but that's a new direction for him and I'm pleased he's exploring it. I hope we get to see more of Will's art this season and how it's evolved. He's not a kid anymore and I'd love to see how his art is maturing as he is.</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, I noticed it when I first saw that teaser. It&rsquo;s very nice that they&rsquo;re continuing with art being important to him. Painting is a logical next step for a maturing artist, and it also shows that Joyce has access to a bit more than she used to. </p><p>We&rsquo;ve seen more of Will&rsquo;s art already, albeit in the background. The drawing of a suspiciously familiar-looking prisoner on his board behind him is particularly intriguing. I&rsquo;m also thinking that the project he&rsquo;s working on in the teaser isn&rsquo;t his Alan Turing poster, but maybe the thing he made for Mike. I can&rsquo;t imagine he&rsquo;d still be working on his project the same day it&rsquo;s due.</p>
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Question: <p>How do you feel on the whole "Mike getting framed for murder" and running to California thing?</p>
Answer: <p>I think it&rsquo;s fairly ridiculous, but I guess it makes as much sense as anything else we&rsquo;ve heard so far.</p><p>At best, he is mistakenly connected to the murder, and his disappearance after he is in California is met with suspicion and worry.</p><p>Honestly, it&rsquo;s probably Eddie that is suspected for the murder, if what I&rsquo;ve heard is true. What I want to know is how he manages to stay out of custody. Perhaps Mikes resemblance with Eddie isn&rsquo;t a coincidence, though.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 683426376851800064
Date: 2022-05-05 15:56:22 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/683426376851800064
Slug: best-spring-break-ever-right-crazy-together
Reblog key: UezYGUUN
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Best spring break ever right? Crazy together right? Coincidence? I think not &#128527;</p>
Answer: <p>I hope &ldquo;best Spring Break ever&hellip;right?&rdquo; is an actual line from the season. It&rsquo;s exactly the kind of snark I&rsquo;d expect from Mike or even an annoyed Will. </p>
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Question: <p>I think you probably would benefit from a little break. People have been hounding you with asks about leaks and spoilers and in turn you&rsquo;ve become extremely negative. A little time away to recalibrate might help out. Wishing you a nice day!</p>
Answer: <p>You&rsquo;re right. I&rsquo;ve been increasingly down lately, and it&rsquo;s for reasons more than just the crap I&rsquo;m getting here. You don&rsquo;t even know how many posts I&rsquo;ve started and deleted because I noticed how sarcastic, snide, snippy, sardonic, or any other number of s words they were.</p><p>I apologize for how I&rsquo;ve been conducting myself lately. I know the impact my attitude can have on the community here, and I should have been more careful to step away before it became a problem.</p>
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Question: <p>I don't think they'll pull that 'Will's gonna be the third wheel for the rest of the show and that's it' card. There's just too much suspicious stuff in all the previous seasons. Even friends and relatives who absolutely don't follow the theories and speculation on the internet or elsewhere have those things stuck in their minds and want to know what's going on with that kid, and they're considered casual viewers, so the Duffers couldn't possibly ignore the viewer's interest in, well, these Stranger Things happening to or around Will. Oh, and I heard you're collecting cute pets, here's a doggo because I'm sure you like those. &#129454;</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you for the doggo. I&rsquo;m not allowed to have a real one in my apartment, but this one should be ok.</p><p>I believed Will wasn&rsquo;t important in season 3 because that was how he felt. His role in the season reflected his inner turmoil. It seems very redundant to do that again, but that&rsquo;s what they appear to be setting up. I just hope this time he doesn&rsquo;t sit back and take it until he reaches a breaking point. He deserves better.</p><p>I wish I shared your optimism regarding Will&rsquo;s role in the story. Unless they pull a big surprise at the end of this season, it seems like his role is reduced to being &ldquo;sad gay kid&rdquo; who hopefully becomes &ldquo;happy gay kid.&rdquo; Hell, we don&rsquo;t even know if the writers remembered that his birthday should be occurring during the season, possibly on the day of the skating scene.</p>
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Question: <p>Replying to anon wondering about the leaks: all the leaks are on a separate subreddit and the mods ban anyone who cross posts into the main sub as they don&rsquo;t want the subreddit being sniped. The sub itself is fairly small, and quite a bit is speculation but there are some serious legit leaks. </p>
Answer: <p>That makes sense. I guess they can&rsquo;t keep it locked away from people who aren&rsquo;t part of it, though. </p><p>It&rsquo;s gotten to the point lately that I can&rsquo;t say much of anything without someone going &ldquo;lol, Reddit said (insert plot point here) already&rdquo; if I speculate about what might happen or &ldquo;Reddit knew about (insert known plot point) a while before the trailer&rdquo; if I treat trailer/marketing reveals as new. Forget &ldquo;some serious legit leaks,&rdquo; these people make it seem like Reddit knows everything already and just need to wait and see it all get proven true.</p><p>I dunno. Maybe I&rsquo;m just being trolled. Like I&rsquo;ve said before, I doubt it&rsquo;s the actually people from the subreddit who are saying this stuff to me. Even if they somehow were aware of my existence, they&rsquo;d have nothing to lose from my speculations and nothing to gain from attacking me.</p><p>Regardless, it&rsquo;s all annoying and frustrating for something that&rsquo;s meant to be my hobby. It&rsquo;s not a means to unwind after a rough day anymore.</p>
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Question: <p>How do you think the &ldquo;Twin Thing&rdquo; is involved in season 4? </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m not even going to try to take a real stab at that. That&rsquo;s exactly the sort of thing that will get someone coming to me going &ldquo;Reddit already said&hellip;&rdquo;</p><p>Maybe it&rsquo;s related to illusions, like Vecna creating fake copies of people to lure in victims. But that would just be a wild guess.</p>
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Question: <p>Has it ever been stated before that Will also gets bullied in his new school or are all those assumptions ? cause so far, we only have confirmation that El is bullied, but it seems like many think Will is too, which i don't know why or how ? </p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s an assumption, as most anything on my blog is.</p><p>Why does it happen? For the same reason he&rsquo;s been bullied before: being gay. He does a report on Alan Turing, and I highly doubt he&rsquo;s out there picking up chicks. He seems just as unhappy in the what little we see at the school as El is.</p><p>Though, I suppose it&rsquo;s a fair point that it&rsquo;s probably not going to happen. It&rsquo;s already part of El&rsquo;s story, after all, and Will&rsquo;s story is solely to third wheel to Mike and El at this point. They&rsquo;re so out of things for him to do that they&rsquo;ll just do that for a second season in a row, I guess, right?</p><p>Maybe instead of bullying him, the kids at his new school do what many other characters, not to mention fans, do and just forget he&rsquo;s even there.</p>
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Question: <p>What I don't get about the reddit/leak discussion is HOW are there even leaks on ST reddit to begin with? Last time I was on there (its been awhile) Rule 1 was NO SPOILING and NO LEAKS. Only content allowed must be from the show Itself, the books, comics, and any official media to include trailers, promos, and interviews. Everything else is forbidden and gets deleted with threat of ban. Has that changed or is it just fans speculating on set photos from interviews? That's less likely a spoiler.</p>
Answer: <p>I think the leaks are all on a subreddit? I don&rsquo;t really know.</p>
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Question: <p>i think the red on the bike is just light reflection from the giant glowing portal. it's in the places where light would reflect - not necessarily blood.</p>
Answer: <p>Maybe, but things get less red the farther you get from the portal. That seems like a lot of red to be reflecting off a bike tire. I&rsquo;ll concede that this is probably a simpler explanation, though.</p><p>Also, since it&rsquo;s another response to my bike post:</p><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>When you say “the kids won’t be spared” are you saying they might die? Or just get seriously injured/bloody? I’m a bit nervous now that your anon pointed out the bloody bike, lol. I don’t <i>think</i> any of the kids will die (except maybe, maybe Dustin ☹️) but I want to know what you think since I trust your opinions on this stuff. You may not be more informed than the rest of us, but you always respond very sensibly lol.</p></blockquote><p>I never intended to suggest any particular kids die when I said that. I just meant that I don&rsquo;t think our victims will be restricted to adult characters this time around, which may be part of the reason for the rating change.</p><p>We know there&rsquo;s a massacre at the Lab, at the very least. </p>
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Question: <p>do you think will and mike will call each other? or just write letters?</p><p>if they do call, do you think karen would spy on it? (Like she did with el and mike)</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m combining this with another Ask.</p><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>do you think they&rsquo;ll show mike sitting alone on halloween because its his first halloween without will? (since they met) do you think they&rsquo;d show a flashback to the crazy together scene?</p></blockquote><p>I doubt they&rsquo;re going to do anything heavy handed regarding Mike and Will&rsquo;s relationship before Mike goes to California. I&rsquo;m not convinced they&rsquo;re going to go heavily into the time between seasons at all, either. If anything, I&rsquo;d expect to learn something about the holiday visits that they mentioned at the end of season 3.</p><p>Unless something happened to change Mike&rsquo;s attitude towards Will shortly before he left, then it&rsquo;s probably safe to assume that they haven&rsquo;t been talking much leading up to the trip. Only time will tell why. I sort of headcanon that Mike has written Will a lot of letters, but hasn&rsquo;t sent them. I don&rsquo;t know how they&rsquo;re going to set this up, though, since Will seems like he was looking forward to Mike&rsquo;s visit. He brought <i>something </i>to the airport, whether it was a banner or a drawing or what, we don&rsquo;t know, but he put work into whatever it was. I think it comes to a surprise to him that things are weird between them.</p><p>It doesn&rsquo;t surprise me much that things are going to be weird between Mike and Will, though. Granted, it looks like things are far more strained than I expected, but I still saw awkwardness coming. What I&rsquo;m more interested in is whether they plan to address why it&rsquo;s gotten that way, and, if so, how they plan to address it. They could simply handwave it with &ldquo;friends drift apart when one moves away,&rdquo; but that would feel hollow and forced with Mike and Will. There&rsquo;s plenty of opportunities in a long season, not to mention plenty of ways to do it.</p><p>If we get flashbacks to things like Halloween, then I would expect those later in the season. Showing them beforehand would cue the audience into what Mike is doing too soon. If he&rsquo;s ignoring his best friend of ten years to the point that Will is surprised by it, then they aren&rsquo;t going to want the audience to know why right off the bat.</p><p>I&rsquo;d just say it&rsquo;s probably more likely that we&rsquo;d get subtle clues before he leaves for California, things that might seem insignificant or ambiguous without context. These things could then be directly brought up later in the season. </p><p>I do expect their relationship to be a very painful journey this season, and what we&rsquo;ve seen so far just makes it seem more clear that this is the plan. We may get to the point where Will thinks Mike just doesn&rsquo;t want to be his friend anymore. </p><p>The one thing I won&rsquo;t tolerate is them not resolving things this season.  The audience needs to know where these boys stand, even if they don&rsquo;t know themselves.</p>
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Question: <p>do you think will and mike will call each other? or just write letters?</p><p>if they do call, do you think karen would spy on it? (Like she did with el and mike)</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m combining this with another Ask.</p><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>do you think they&rsquo;ll show mike sitting alone on halloween because its his first halloween without will? (since they met) do you think they&rsquo;d show a flashback to the crazy together scene?</p></blockquote><p>I doubt they&rsquo;re going to do anything heavy handed regarding Mike and Will&rsquo;s relationship before Mike goes to California. I&rsquo;m not convinced they&rsquo;re going to go heavily into the time between seasons at all, either. If anything, I&rsquo;d expect to learn something about the holiday visits that they mentioned at the end of season 3.</p><p>Unless something happened to change Mike&rsquo;s attitude towards Will shortly before he left, then it&rsquo;s probably safe to assume that they haven&rsquo;t been talking much leading up to the trip. Only time will tell why. I sort of headcanon that Mike has written Will a lot of letters, but hasn&rsquo;t sent them. I don&rsquo;t know how they&rsquo;re going to set this up, though, since Will seems like he was looking forward to Mike&rsquo;s visit. He brought <i>something </i>to the airport, whether it was a banner or a drawing or what, we don&rsquo;t know, but he put work into whatever it was. I think it comes to a surprise to him that things are weird between them.</p><p>It doesn&rsquo;t surprise me much that things are going to be weird between Mike and Will, though. Granted, it looks like things are far more strained than I expected, but I still saw awkwardness coming. What I&rsquo;m more interested in is whether they plan to address why it&rsquo;s gotten that way, and, if so, how they plan to address it. They could simply handwave it with &ldquo;friends drift apart when one moves away,&rdquo; but that would feel hollow and forced with Mike and Will. There&rsquo;s plenty of opportunities in a long season, not to mention plenty of ways to do it.</p><p>If we get flashbacks to things like Halloween, then I would expect those later in the season. Showing them beforehand would cue the audience into what Mike is doing too soon. If he&rsquo;s ignoring his best friend of ten years to the point that Will is surprised by it, then they aren&rsquo;t going to want the audience to know why right off the bat.</p><p>I&rsquo;d just say it&rsquo;s probably more likely that we&rsquo;d get subtle clues before he leaves for California, things that might seem insignificant or ambiguous without context. These things could then be directly brought up later in the season. </p><p>I do expect their relationship to be a very painful journey this season, and what we&rsquo;ve seen so far just makes it seem more clear that this is the plan. We may get to the point where Will thinks Mike just doesn&rsquo;t want to be his friend anymore. </p><p>The one thing I won&rsquo;t tolerate is them not resolving things this season.  The audience needs to know where these boys stand, even if they don&rsquo;t know themselves.</p>
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Question: <p>I don&rsquo;t know if you have noticed(i may be wrong) but in the California poster the bike on the street looks covered with blood,it&rsquo;s creepy af</p>
Answer: <div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1350" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/78e1fe2086de3b0bff0bc3f423df4cf5/048244c8d9be0774-48/s640x960/de3fd2127c82c85098f5e485c0cf23b5ab602a28.jpg" data-orig-height="1350" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><p>Good call. I never really looked that closely at the red. I just assumed it was the paint job on the bike, but you can see it all over the tire, too. </p><p>I don&rsquo;t know what it might mean, and I just get grief when I try to speculate, but it&rsquo;s probably safe to say kids aren&rsquo;t spared this season. The rating was changed to TV-MA for a reason.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 683047208573173760
Date: 2022-05-01 11:29:39 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/683047208573173760
Slug: im-sorry-that-some-people-whod-read-the-leaks-on
Reblog key: ukPOtDL4
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I&rsquo;m sorry that some people who&rsquo;d read the leaks on reddit felt as though they had to spoil it for you. I have a feeling that they&rsquo;re the ones who come onto the subreddit, read the leaks, and start posting about them everywhere, even though the mods have said numerous times not to post them anywhere else as it draws unnecessary attention to the subreddit. I&rsquo;m sorry that you don&rsquo;t find enjoyment running this blog as much as you used to and if you feel like you need to take a break away from tumblr, we&rsquo;ll respect that and will miss you </p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, that&rsquo;s what I think, too. I don&rsquo;t think the people giving me grief are actually from Reddit. There wouldn&rsquo;t really be anything in it for them to do so. </p><p>Honestly, they&rsquo;ve probably never even heard of me over there. At most, I&rsquo;d just be &ldquo;some Tumblr guy.&rdquo;</p><p>Maybe I&rsquo;ll enjoy the blog again when I can start doing character analyses again. That&rsquo;s what I really started this blog for in the first place. All the speculation was just for something to do just so I didn&rsquo;t fade into obscurity over the hiatus. </p>
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Question: <p>Did you see that reddit also said that you are our dad (you&rsquo;re our dad!) &#10024;boogie woogie woogie&#10024; and there&rsquo;s a lot of us who really love your blog and appreciate you. It just sucks that all some people will talk about is The Reddit Leaks when the last time I checked the leakers weren&rsquo;t on the writers team. Anyways here&rsquo;s an otter for your services &#129446;</p>
Answer: <p>I wasn&rsquo;t really aware that Reddit even knew I existed. If they do, then I can&rsquo;t imagine they care for me very much with how much I doubted everything I was told about their claims. I wasn&rsquo;t trying to be disrespectful, really. It just seemed hard to believe they could know so much about the show well before release. Shows what I know, I suppose.</p><p>Oh, god, I don&rsquo;t want to be anyone&rsquo;s dad here. I don&rsquo;t even want any kids of my own since I already have 270ish kids at work.</p><p>I do appreciate the little menagerie I&rsquo;m accumulating here, though. I have, what, a turtle, koala, and an otter now? </p>
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Question: <p>there is one thing i have been wondering for a long time but how do people on reddit get leaks? they works for the production of st? are they hackers? or are they simply post theories? could you explain it to me?</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m not going to bother trying to guess how they might know. Though, nothing draws the Reddit worshipers out faster than me saying something they can tell me I&rsquo;m wrong about.</p><p>Does it really matter how they&rsquo;re doing it if nobody can prevent it?</p>
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Question: <p>Greetings, I just wanted to let you know that no matter what you're gonna do I'm grateful for all the time you've invested in your blog. Of course I'm hoping you're gonna stay but this is your blog and your energy and your decision. Oh, and since you already received a turtle, here's a cute little koala.&#128040;</p>
Answer: <p>I appreciate what you&rsquo;re saying here. Unfortunately, some people have sucked the fun from this for me.</p><p>I really only got into the season 4 speculation as something to do to maintain the blog between seasons. However, I can&rsquo;t even say anything at this point without getting messages about how &ldquo;Reddit already said (insert plot point) a long time ago.&rdquo; </p><p>It&rsquo;s not only taking the fun out of the blog. It&rsquo;s also taking the fun out of the upcoming season. </p><p>Maybe I&rsquo;ll get back into my character analyses after season 4 launches. We&rsquo;ll see. If Reddit is as right as people claim, then I&rsquo;m probably not going to like a lot of what happens. </p><p>By the way, this is not intended to be a jab at the Reddit people themselves. I&rsquo;m assuming that they basically keep to themselves over there. I don&rsquo;t like the work they&rsquo;re doing with this leak stuff, but I have to admit it&rsquo;s pretty impressive if it&rsquo;s really this accurate.</p>
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Question: <p>no please don't close the blog I'm a big fan of yours! I'm sorry that spoilers keep coming to you, what I can advise you is that when some message about reddit arrives, don't read it in its entirety, so you avoid spoiling yourself.</p><p>have a nice day :)</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t even know what bothers me more: that the leaks keep coming my way or that a lot of them are apparently right. I don&rsquo;t want to know what&rsquo;s going to happen before it happens. If that&rsquo;s what they like to do on Reddit, then, fine, they can do that and enjoy themselves. </p><p>I was perfectly content over here away from that until people started to bring it to me. My whole thing here is posting speculation that I can find out whether it&rsquo;s right or wrong at release. Not before release. Actually, my whole thing was psychological analyses of the characters, but that ran dry over the long hiatus. </p><p>Anyway, I wouldn&rsquo;t have ever brought up the leaks in the first place if people didn&rsquo;t start trying to use them to attack my thoughts. This turned into a cycle where anytime I challenged a leak, I had more thrown at me. I honestly just should have done a better job ignoring it. But this is a hobby, and I should be able to enjoy myself.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not accusing anyone from the Reddit community of doing it. They probably don&rsquo;t care about what we do over here, honestly. Some people are apparently doing it on their behalf, though. I would certainly hope that nobody is going over there and doing the same.</p><p>I won&rsquo;t hide the fact that the idea of being so terribly wrong about everything bothers me. It does. What bothers me more though is how gleefully it seems like people want to tell me about it. </p><p>How empty your lives must be that this is how you get your jollies. </p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 682824748005195776
Date: 2022-04-29 00:33:44 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/682824748005195776
Slug: its-interesting-to-me-as-well-that-practically
Reblog key: DznHoktx
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>it&rsquo;s interesting to me as well that practically none of the leaks have even given any information about Will at all save for him being a third wheel, which is also what they&rsquo;re trying to really emphasize for him. Nothing really about Mike either minus his interactions with el. what about the hellfire club? what about this being &ldquo;wills darkest season&rdquo; in the words of noah? yeahhh i definitely think the leaks are either orchestrated to throw us off, or they make up an extremely small portion of the season. Max seems to be pretty important this season as well, but there hasn&rsquo;t been much about her in the leaks aside from her grieving billy. </p>
Answer: <p>Good point about us knowing almost nothing about Max despite her being marketed as a major character this season. Yeah, we figured she&rsquo;d be grieving pretty much from the start, but that was mostly it. The Monopoly game seemed to give a little away, but there weren&rsquo;t many leak reports about her that came my way before that. Certainly nothing that suggested she&rsquo;d be a target of the villain.</p><p>As for Will, didn&rsquo;t he say he <i>wasn&rsquo;t</i> going to have as dark a season this time? I don&rsquo;t think he was mentioned in any of the leaks people sent to me except that he was at the airport when Mike arrived. I was stunned at how shockingly little there was about him. </p>
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Question: <p>Do you have any idea of why they'd release the interview only to delete it a few hours later? Do you think it was on purpose or by accident? It's a pretty odd thing to do either way.</p>
Answer: <div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="253" data-orig-width="498"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6350bd4cf8437d66a7c755ee58a7f054/b3792757d9ccaa61-e0/s640x960/b47b73b343ff910e6ed3553e142cfeb96b39dc75.gif" data-orig-height="253" data-orig-width="498"/></figure></div>
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Question: <p>I love how you respond to hate anons lol. Classy af </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m glad you appreciated my reply to that anonymous message.</p><p>I haven&rsquo;t always been, in my opinion, especially classy with my handling of rudeness in the fan community. Sometimes rude strangers online upset me just as they might bother others. Unkind people can really get under my skin and dig deep when I&rsquo;m not doing well. I&rsquo;m grateful that I&rsquo;m in a good place right now and have learned how to manage my emotions and my reactions to animosity a bit better, but I&rsquo;m human.</p>
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Question: <p>Why do you think they're releasing all of this spoiler-y stuff? Do you think they're small things and it's just to throw us off track? Like what Dustin said in the 3rd teaser?</p>
Answer: <p>I think they just like watching us squirm.</p>
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Question: <p>Everything with this season feels weird. On top of a scary amount of leaks (truthful or not, it says a lot about how loose lipped the crew or extras were) not only from those resources, but the toys,games and even promo material? Them out right showing this seasons monster AND confirming it's Vecna? These things you'd think they'd want to be a surprise they're showing. It could just be post-lockdown scheduling weirdness, damage control or this season has something crazier going on. ?? 1/2</p>
Answer: <blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>I mean I guess this was inevitable with how long production and post took unfortunately. Which really isnt their fault pandemic and all. At the same time though I still think it&rsquo;s weird these big reveal things are being shown officially before airing. I wonder how all this is going to effect the making and marketing of the show going forward in season 5, because it really does feel like maybe things have gotten out of hand. Hopefully no Marvel level filming obsurdity though. 2/2</p></blockquote><p>Everything is weird, indeed. I want to believe there&rsquo;s a reason for it, but who knows.</p><p>What I do know is that they need this to be a success. It&rsquo;s been three years, and Netflix has dumped a ton of money into it.</p><p>Maybe it&rsquo;s because I never really go looking for leaks for anything, but I can&rsquo;t say I recall ever personally learning this much about a show, movie, game, etc. before launch. Bits and pieces, maybe, but not this much. I know people have brought up Game of Thrones, but I&rsquo;ve never been a fan.</p><p>I suppose that, yeah, all the different circumstances could just make it impossible to keep things under wraps, but then why do we only have certain specific things that also came out as marketing material?</p>
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Question: <p>do you think it&rsquo;s weird how they release this interview the day before the countdown ends? and they weirdly delete the interview out of nowhere? do you think it could possibly relate to whatever will be released tomorrow? </p>
Answer: <p>I did briefly consider that. We do know that they will have some puzzles for us to figure out, and they did tell us to keep an eye on the official Stranger Things accounts.</p><p>It&rsquo;d be a very odd way to market something, but who knows what to think anymore?</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 682822411180195840
Date: 2022-04-28 23:56:36 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/682822411180195840
Slug: in-the-monopoli-cards-it-says-will-heads-home
Reblog key: NF0QwNhp
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>In the monopoli cards it says &ldquo;Will heads home&rdquo; with HIS friends(?) WHAT FRIENDS HELP</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, does that really count as a leak? We already knew that Will, and the rest of the Pizza Party, headed to Hawkins. I didn&rsquo;t see that particular card, but I&rsquo;d find it odd that it specifically mentions Will.</p><p>The only place that would be considered home to Will and not Jonathan would be Castle Byers.</p><p>Of course, it could just be that they wanted a card for Will.</p>
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Question: <p>So you think Netflix planned to release this stuff anyways? Like maybe they wanted this to seem like leaks?</p>
Answer: <p>Who knows. I just know it&rsquo;s a bit odd that the most prominent leak stuff is also the stuff that ended up in the marketing. It could just as easily be that they decided to market this stuff since people already knew it anyway.</p>
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Question: <p>But the same leakers that leaked all this content are also saying that Byler isn&rsquo;t going to happen. So doesn&rsquo;t that kill byler?</p>
Answer: <p>They&rsquo;re not saying that because of leaks. They&rsquo;re saying that because that&rsquo;s what they already thought.</p><p>If Byler supporters claimed leaks that turned out to be true, that wouldn&rsquo;t be proof of Byler, either.</p><p>There haven&rsquo;t been any leaks (that I&rsquo;m aware of, anyway) for or against Byler except maybe the airport scene, and that probably happens pretty early on.</p>
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Question: <p>This makes me pretty excited, if all they&rsquo;re showing us now are things we already know about or things that were leaked months ago, imagine the twists and surprises they&rsquo;re NOT showing us. They&rsquo;re definitely trying to play with us now. </p>
Answer: <p>I suppose that&rsquo;s a good way to look at it.</p><p>We&rsquo;re spending so much time thinking about what was already figured out that we&rsquo;re not thinking about what we don&rsquo;t know yet.</p>
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Question: <p>people are always so worried about leaks but a lot of them are usually about very contained scenes i feel, or the exact opposite and very broad plotlines. leaks suck and i'm sure are even more annoying for the people actually working on the show but i'm definitely not feeling like anywhere near the whole of the season is ruined or spoiled because of it. but *shrugs* can't know for sure until the season is out.</p>
Answer: <p>Fair point. We&rsquo;ve gotten a lot of leaks that have been proven true, but, yeah, they&rsquo;re pretty contained. A little here, a little there. There&rsquo;s still a ton we don&rsquo;t know. I think that goes to show how good they can keep things under wraps. I suppose nothing can be 100% leak proof, but, all things considered, they probably did a good job. People were dedicated to finding things out, after all.</p><p>I do find leaks very annoying. Why do you want to spoil something? Speculation is great, but I don&rsquo;t want to <i>know</i> what&rsquo;s coming.</p>
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Question: <p>if ONLY that scene had leaked then maybe i would believe it was orchestrated but SO much is out now sadly. i think it&rsquo;s unhappy employees.</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s weird. I can&rsquo;t fathom how angry people would need to be to risk burning bridges in such a high profile production.</p><p>People be people, though, I guess.</p>
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Question: <p>everything leaked. the monopoly board even backed up the spoiler reddit. they posted set photos matching spaces on the board.</p>
Answer: <p>That doesn&rsquo;t seem a bit odd to you?</p><p><i>Everything </i>didn&rsquo;t really leak. We&rsquo;re looking at at least 8 hours of content, but, somehow, everything in this marketing seems to align with the leaks we&rsquo;ve had.</p>
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Question: <p>yes they&rsquo;re in hoppers canon which was also in the leaks &#128557;</p>
Answer: <p>So, either <i>everything </i>leaked, or we&rsquo;re specifically being shown stuff that leaked. </p>
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Question: <p>So coincidentally the EXACT scene that was in the leaks gets shared with the audience? Is it just me that thinks this is bullshit? The whole season is dropping in one go on May 27. Releasing this video now basically "confirms" the spoilers were true, a month before they had to. Maybe Netflix really are that dumb . . . or maybe the "leaks" were always a misdirect, and by adding some true details and appearing to confirm them, the Duffers are trying to throw people off the scent?</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, it&rsquo;s possible. They could toss out a few easy crumbs to make people think they have something when it&rsquo;s already stuff they plan to put into the marketing.</p><p>It&rsquo;s such a ridiculously out of character scene for Mike, though. This kid was sad that he hurt Will <i>by accident</i> last season. If they did let this leak out on purpose, then I don&rsquo;t know why they would unless they really did want to stress the love triangle.</p>
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Question: <p>heres a feel better turtle -&gt; &#128034; </p><p>I&rsquo;m sorry today wasn't the best for you and I'm sorry about the candy but heres to hoping tomorrow is better!</p><p>I love your theories. thank you :)</p>
Answer: <p>heh, turtle. I&rsquo;ll name him Donnie, because he was the best ninja turtle.</p><p>It was a shit day, but I knew what I was signing up for going into this line of work. </p><p>The candy situation didn&rsquo;t end too badly. I just ended up with two bags instead of one. I still stood there staring at the machine for a good minute questioning whether I should beat the hell out of it.</p><p>Thank you for the kind words. I think I needed that today.</p>
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Question: <p>Have you seen the interview? What are your thoughts? Oh and don't you think it's suspicious that hey keep stressing the thing with Will being the third wheel? I think it is. </p>
Answer: <p>Ok, I had a whole big post going that was intended to address each Ask I was individually getting, but Tumblr flaked out and I lost it. I had also unfortunately already deleted several of the Asks. </p><p>I will do my best to address them all in this post.</p><p>Yes, I have seen the interview. Believe me, nothing in this fandom happens without someone sending it to me. It was not a great time for me to see it. I had another rough day at work. I mean, not only was it rough, but this happened:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1280" data-orig-width="960"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ccdbc3b274729ca312243af964bb816d/b3a6dae90195a177-a5/s640x960/ed6caa9367add76cfcc16afe8df15c852039f0f7.jpg" data-orig-height="1280" data-orig-width="960"/></figure></div><p>Sigh. Yeah. And I didn&rsquo;t have an El there to help me.</p><p>As a result, I waited until I got home so I could stress eat and pour myself a drink.</p><p>I do think it&rsquo;s odd that Will&rsquo;s status as a third wheel is continually stressed. At this point, I&rsquo;m seeing this as an official part of the marketing. We&rsquo;ve seen it in, what, three or four separate interviews in the past couple of weeks? A bit sus, as the kids would say.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not thrilled that the leaks are true. It&rsquo;s not just that the leaks go against what I thought would happen. I also really just don&rsquo;t like how easy it was for this information to get out. I know a lot more about what&rsquo;s going to happen than I was supposed to. I can only imagine they bothered showing this scene in this interview because the internet was already aware of it.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not <i>too </i>bothered by the fact that Mike is apparently ignoring Will. I expected things to get worse before they got better. I just didn&rsquo;t expect them to get <i>this </i>much worse. Season 3 Mike could be considered an accident on his part. He wasn&rsquo;t trying to neglect Will, but he was just so focused on El that he did. This time around, it looks like he&rsquo;s intentionally ignoring Will. </p><p>While that is some pretty classic overcompensating behavior for a closeted gay kid, it&rsquo;s still painful. Above all else, Will is supposed to be Mike&rsquo;s best friend. Indeed, the best thing he&rsquo;s ever done. He may be rationalizing that it&rsquo;s for the best, but the amount of pain it&rsquo;s going to cause Will&hellip;ugh. We don&rsquo;t yet know if the writers are even going to acknowledge Will&rsquo;s birthday, but that&rsquo;s another thing to keep in mind. Will has no doubt been excited for Mike to come visit, and he&rsquo;s going to be gutted by this, especially if it&rsquo;s on his birthday.</p><p>None of this &ldquo;kills Byler&rdquo; or anything of the sort, though. That&rsquo;s probably the biggest thing to keep in mind. It would have been foolish to think Mike would just be lovey dovey with Will without some sort of buildup. I, personally, was expecting just a lot of awkwardness, not this, but I&rsquo;m not surprised beyond that. </p><p>There are some things I will be watching for in regards to this:</p><ol><li>We see something happen in Hawkins before Mike leaves that has an impact on him. I can only guess what, but just something that shows that Mike is shaken a bit.</li><li>Will doesn&rsquo;t just sit there and take it. </li><li>Jonathan has a &ldquo;man to man&rdquo; with Mike after coming close to beating the hell out of the kid.</li><li>They resolve this before the end of the season. Either they kill any chances of Byler, or they make it happen now. I&rsquo;m over this tired trope of dragging gay reveals out until the end. Mike and Will would already have to hide their feelings in-universe. Fuck having to also hide their feelings from the audience. </li><li>Mike comes clean about his feelings to <i>both </i>El and Will. </li></ol><p>I&rsquo;ll just also point out that it is <i>very </i>risky for the Duffers to paint Mike like a douche yet again. The more he acts like this, the harder it will be for fans to eventually forgive him. We <i>need </i>to be able to see why he&rsquo;s doing this. Whether it&rsquo;s through normal flashbacks or cutaways or something more Stranger Things-y like a Vecna trance or El memory visit, I don&rsquo;t know, but it has to happen. We need to see what&rsquo;s going on in Mike&rsquo;s head. Failure to do this is what would result in fans claiming it came out of nowhere when Mike finally admits his feelings.</p><p>TL;DR: Mike is exhibiting classic overcompensation while also avoiding the source of his anxiety. This is closeted gay teen behavior to the extreme. </p><p>Buckle up, friends. This is going to be a bumpy ride, but it&rsquo;s still going in the direction we thought it was.</p>
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Question: <p>What are your theories for what Eddie, Argyle and Peter's storylines are and what their personalities are like? They're the new characters who are promoted to mains in S4..</p>
Answer: <p>Your guess is as good as mine. The only things we do know make Eddie and Argyle seem like the stereotypical metalhead and stoner, respectively. I hope there&rsquo;s more to them than that.</p><p>We know next to nothing about Peter, which is suspicious in and of itself. We know he is, or at least was, an orderly at a mental hospital. Is that Pennhurst? Is it in the past, the present? Could they be liberally using mental hospital to refer to the Lab? We really don&rsquo;t know. </p>
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Question: <p>What photo are you talking about? (The one with Will crying)</p>
Answer: <p>Tacking on another Ask here, just because it covers the same thing.</p><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>Ok but what if Will cried in the magazine’s picture because he fought with Mike before that scene?</p></blockquote><p>I won&rsquo;t post the photo out of respect for SFX Magazine. They apparently requested that the photos not be posted online. If it&rsquo;s the photo I think it is, then it&rsquo;s a photo where Jonathan is standing in front of Will and Mike in front of an open door next to a frosted window. </p><p>I&rsquo;d say it could be the front of the Byers&rsquo; house, except the frosted window isn&rsquo;t really a residential type of thing. It has me thinking they&rsquo;re actually at the police station. Given the looks on their faces, this may be when they find out El is being taken away. Alternatively, maybe this is the front of the house (with a questionable window choice), and they’re watching Joyce leave.</p><p>Will looks upset, but I wouldn&rsquo;t necessarily say he looks like he&rsquo;s been crying. Jonathan seems less stoned in this photo, but has a look of stunned disbelief. Mike is behind him, also seeming in shock.</p><p>Also, while I&rsquo;m sure Mike and Will have some dramatic moments, let&rsquo;s not rush to make everything about them.</p>
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Question: <p>Feel free not to answer this because to do so would be equivalent to walking into the lions den.....But do you think the extent that max is mourning Billy in the promos is the show acting like Billy was some sort of Martyr? I think that max mourning him makes complete sense because people mourning their abusers is a documented thing, and often times they morn even harder because they feel guilty for not being sad enough at the death of their abusers. Add in how he literally died (I think Billy is an unrepentant asshole who never tried to make up for his past actions but I still think how he died is awful) actually doing something good for once would mess her up even more about it</p>
Answer: <p>I think this has the possibility of being a great story arc. One of my biggest complaints with season 3 was that Max&rsquo;s sudden concern for Billy didn&rsquo;t make sense. I also thought that Billy was <i>not </i>redeemed, specifically because he died trying to protect El, not Max. This all has the opportunity to finish what season 3 started.</p><p>Max mourning him isn&rsquo;t silly, at all. Regardless of how he treated her, he was still family. Max may be mourning the person he could have been, or maybe the person she liked to pretend he was. Without Billy, she may also be getting the worst of Neil&rsquo;s wrath, so she may also be regarding him as someone who protected her in a way. The human mind is a terribly fragile thing. I can only speculate as to why Billy&rsquo;s death hit Max as hard as it did, but I can also imagine we&rsquo;ll find out more in just a matter of weeks.</p><p>Billy was an asshole, yes, but he was also the product of abuse himself. We shouldn&rsquo;t forget that anymore than we should forget his horrible behavior. We got to see glimpses of the terrified boy Billy must have been before he put on the aggressive mask to protect himself from his father. I do think Billy&rsquo;s breakdown in the sauna was legit, up until the Mindflayer took direct control. Without the ability to intimidate his enemy, he was a trembling child. We only ever saw the Mindflayer and Neil make him act like that. I think, in a way, Billy fighting back against the Mindflayer was like finally standing up to his dad for him. I just wish he did so defending Max.</p><p>It wouldn&rsquo;t have redeemed Billy for what he had done, but it would have shown that the boy he could have been was still in there somewhere. It would have been the hope that, had he survived, <i>that </i>Billy could have eventually developed and earned real redemption.</p><p>With Stranger Things being the sci-fi/horror masterpiece it is, it&rsquo;s not outside the realm of possibility that we&rsquo;ll see more of Billy. Perhaps he can earn some redemption from beyond the grave. As horrible as it may seem to some, I do think that abuse victims who become abusers need the opportunity to atone and grow. Billy may not be able to do so in life anymore, but maybe he can in death. And, perhaps, he can do so by helping Max not only survive season 4, but also help her find peace with him, herself, and everything in between.</p>
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Question: <p>at first i wondered why el looks similar to joyce (haircut + possibly clothes although we havent seen much yet) in this season and then i realized it might be on purpose since shes being taken care of by joyce and probably thought her fashion is pretty and wants to dress similar to her</p>
Answer: <p>I think El wanting to dress and do her hair like Joyce because she liked it, rather than it just being what Joyce decided for her or her just doing whatever Joyce did, would be adorable. It would also be better for El if Joyce <i>didn&rsquo;t </i>make those decisions for her. The biggest issue with her development is that she started, but then stopped, exploring what she liked. I&rsquo;d hate for her to just be copying Joyce, as sweet as it is. If she decided she liked it, though&hellip;</p><p>I guess it could be further evidence that she&rsquo;s still just emulating people, though.</p>
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Question: <p>Compared to the last few weeks you seem way more optimistic these days, which is good because I ship byer too but like I'm hella anxious and every tiny hint of pessimism instantly makes me shaky</p>
Answer: <p>Sometimes one just needs to take a step back and realizing they are just letting their emotions get the better of them. Sometimes when I post it&rsquo;s during breaks at work. Sometimes those breaks come because I just need a breather after dealing with a situation. I do have a stressful job, so, when I post during the day, it can result in my stress level interfering with my mood and ability to think. Case in point, I had to deal with a student who decided to not only bring a pocket knife to school, but to ditch it on the playground and lie about it. If I decided to post after that, I&rsquo;d probably have been emotionally all over the place.</p><p>I credit my mutuals, as well as the rest of the community, for reminding me of the facts when I&rsquo;m feeling pessimistic. There are reasons to have doubt, but we haven&rsquo;t been delusional in what we&rsquo;ve seen to this point. If Byler doesn&rsquo;t come to pass, it won&rsquo;t be because we made it up. It will be because the Duffers made a conscious decision not to after hinting at it for quite some time.</p><p>I apologize if my occasional pessimism negatively impacts others. I&rsquo;m as human as the rest of you, and I&rsquo;m just as susceptible to stress as anyone else.</p>
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Question: <p>You probably had this question asked before, but how do you think they&rsquo;ll develop el and will&rsquo;s relationship? If they will at all, considering that in s3 they barely interacted? I know they&rsquo;re living together now but with Mike coming and El away soon after I feel we won&rsquo;t get to see them together for so long - and their relationship would need time to be explored, I think. I would love them to form a real bond. They&rsquo;d be the more interesting dynamics in stranger things</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;ve written about their relationship before, yes, specifically how they&rsquo;ve never been shown having one. Even in season 3, their interactions were very limited. I find it very conspicuous, and I can only hope it&rsquo;s meant to lead in to fans finally seeing how they interact in season 4. </p><p>I&rsquo;m wondering if we&rsquo;ll find out they they have a pretty good relationship&hellip;until Mike shows up. They&rsquo;ll have been living with each other for months by then. It&rsquo;s a shame that we probably won&rsquo;t get to see them get to know each other, but I hope they give us plenty so that we can picture how it may have happened.</p>
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Question: <p>I'm amazed that nobody has talked about crazy little thing called love in their season 4 music predictions......it would work really well imo</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m sure someone has. I think it&rsquo;s just that there&rsquo;s a lot of music to pick from, regardless of who your favorite characters, moments, or ships are.</p><p>I do agree that it could work very well.</p>
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Question: <p>If that photo from SFX Magazine with Jonathan, Mike and Will is made after Eleven is taken away, i feel it's weird contrast that Will looks like he cried, but Mike seems pretty indifferent, even if it was his girlfriend</p>
Answer: <p>I know what photo you&rsquo;re talking about, I think. I won&rsquo;t post it here, out of respect for the magazine, but they&rsquo;re wearing the same stuff they are here, right?</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="511" data-orig-width="1024"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d22b122739add5aeb403fa7522f7b60b/f1391d1e58aaccda-21/s640x960/fb8c96923c24181c1ad3329f55cb603f67afaa84.jpg" data-orig-height="511" data-orig-width="1024"/></figure></div><p>Maybe that photo is when Joyce leaves? The above photo could be the agent left behind to babysit them laying down some ground rules. &ldquo;Your mom will be ok, the girl is safe with Owens, so we&rsquo;re going to lie low here, etc.&rdquo;</p>
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Question: <p>do you think lonnie will still show up? if so, how do you think this would happen? because i&rsquo;m not really sure how they would set up having him come given the timeline of things and how fast i&rsquo;m assuming will, mike, jonathan and argyle leave cali. maybe he would show up later on?</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m thinking he&rsquo;ll probably be a part of flashbacks. I agree that it is difficult for him to fit into the California story. I don&rsquo;t see him caring enough about his family to drive several days unless there was something in it for him.</p><p>Maybe he can get involved after they get back to Hawkins. If Joyce doesn&rsquo;t make it back from Russia this season, Will could even be forced to go live with him. </p>
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Answer: <p>Yes, I have.</p><p>Relax, guys. It&rsquo;s nice to see a reference, but it doesn&rsquo;t mean anything. The post itself came from higher up, but the comments are just the social media manager doing their job interacting with fans. There would have been no reference if a fan didn&rsquo;t ask if they were crazy first.</p>
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Question: <p>Is it possible Lonnie just gets another car? It's been a few years since we even saw him.</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s possible that any of them get new cars. Let&rsquo;s not try to force it to be Lonnie just to fit our favorite theories.</p>
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Question: <p>if mike was wearing clothes that look like things his parents have worn during season 3 that symbolize he&rsquo;s in a bad relationship, ie; mike and el (like ted and karen),</p><p>do you think that he&rsquo;s wearing clothes that look like things will has worn (same with will, he's wearing things that looks like mikes old clothing) because its symbolizing he's in a healthier relationship?</p>
Answer: <p>I wouldn&rsquo;t go that far, but it could be emblematic of Will not wanting to let go of Mike.</p><p>Correct me if I&rsquo;m wrong, but we&rsquo;ve seen Will wear clothes similar to things we&rsquo;ve seen Mike wear in the past, but not the other way around. I suppose Mike&rsquo;s sudden wearing of a plaid shirt in season 4 somewhat resembles Will&rsquo;s trademark flannels, though.</p>
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Question: <p>Based off of <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/682631611638022144/my-biggest-fear-is-that-if-byler-became-canon">this</a> post:</p><p>Do you think that Mike's "emotional monologue" could be exactly that? After a dangerous battle, he almost loses Will again, something to get Mike to tell Will that he likes him, then Mike says that each "platonic" scene between them wasn't really platonic to him? Explaining to the average viewer that Mike never really lived El, he tried to because it was easier than loving Will?</p>
Answer: <p>I would hope they weren&rsquo;t so blunt and sudden with it. That&rsquo;s the sort of thing that would make fans call it out.</p><p>They need to show us Mike&rsquo;s (and probably Will&rsquo;s, too) journey, for they have him tell us.</p><p>It&rsquo;s hard for me not to think that his monologue has something to do with El and/or Will, though. It&rsquo;s actually almost obvious enough for me to feel that they&rsquo;re going to fool us all.</p>
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Answer: <div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="191" data-orig-width="471"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/633206da86a314a188305e87b5dd0701/7a6ee05c4a3633a3-0d/s640x960/95c00342e599ea48bbb5b6c545598b5c123d936e.png" data-orig-height="191" data-orig-width="471"/></figure></div><p>It&rsquo;s definitely not Jonathan&rsquo;s car. That has a very long body shape that is missing in the car fire scene.</p><p>It&rsquo;s not the Wheeler&rsquo;s car, either. The trunk meets the back of the car at almost a right angle. </p><p>Steve&rsquo;s car&hellip;.hmmm&hellip;maybe. The rear window on the side doesn&rsquo;t seem to fit, though.</p><p>Joyce&rsquo;s car seems to roughly match the size of the car, but the rear looks all wrong.</p><p>There&rsquo;s a very narrow piece of the car&rsquo;s body that seems to border that window. There is also a gentle slope upwards from the trunk to the roof of the car. </p><p>It&rsquo;s an intriguing mystery, and the fire could be playing tricks on us by masking necessary details and making others seem different than they really are. I can&rsquo;t wait to see what this scene is all about. I hope it&rsquo;s not a disappointment.</p>
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Question: <p>Would you stop watching if mike and will didn&rsquo;t get together? Like say if next season was all about Mike and Eleven with no byler&hellip; would you continue watching? </p>
Answer: <p>I wouldn&rsquo;t stop watching unless they really hamfisted it. They had their chance to show that Mike and Will weren&rsquo;t a thing last season, but they developed it further, instead. If it suddenly stopped, then I would be very annoyed, and it would make me lose respect for the Duffers and the writing team.</p>
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Question: <p>Idk anybody pointed it out, but Mike and Will wear similiar grey shirts. Mike in scene in s2 when he thinks about plan to going to UD and Will in trailer in season 4</p>
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Question: <p>has the reveal that s4 will be twice as long as s3 (essentially, two seasons for the price of one) affected any of your theories? i&rsquo;ve read a lot of your older posts about byeler and it seems that they were informed by the (sensible) assumption that s4 would be a normal length, and so was wondering if things have changed since the announcement. thanks!</p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s a great question. I haven&rsquo;t really had the time to go back and revisit any specific theories, per se. But, yeah, knowing that the season will be about twice as long does change how I view things. There&rsquo;s simply more opportunity for development, which opens up a lot of possibilities. I have no idea how they plan to use this time, but I hope it&rsquo;s done right. At the very least, it&rsquo;s been influencing the knowledge of any thoughts I&rsquo;ve come up with since the announcement.</p><p>I felt the pacing in season 3 was too fast. It could be that they&rsquo;ll just be able to avoid this in season 4, while basically telling the same amount of &ldquo;story.&rdquo; What they do to avoid it feeling rushed could make the difference, though. We could get more character moments in between major plot events. With an ensemble cast, I feel like that is an important thing for them to spend time on.</p><p>I&rsquo;d like to revisit some of my theories after release just to see if I managed to get anything right. We&rsquo;ll see if time permits that, as I imagine my inbox will be flooded.</p>
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Question: <p>So, I'm a diff anon, but I saw this anon: "my biggest fear is that if byler became canon people would say that it is random with no logic,that the fact that mike loves will makes no sense since up until the third season he loved eleven" ... And I just want to add that people might also say it "came out of nowhere" etc because a lot of people do not consider bisexuality at all. Like, Mike could absolutely date a girl for a year and then date a guy. Boom, done. Also I wrote about this in my fanfic lol (this is paladin-cleric-mage)</p>
Answer: <p>It absolutely blows my mind that people who write fanfiction know who I am. You&rsquo;re all basically mini celebrities in your own rights. I&rsquo;m just an old dude writing a blog. It&rsquo;s crazy.</p><p>People don&rsquo;t consider bisexuality, no. It doesn&rsquo;t help that it&rsquo;s almost always handled in a very clumsy way in visual media, usually because of the limitations inherent to it. I mean, just look at Moon on Cobra Kai. The only reason she had a girlfriend was to make Hawk jealous (a choice by the writers, not the character). Once he &ldquo;deserved&rdquo; her again, she was suddenly single again. Her relationship with her girlfriend was never even really explored or developed. Ugh.</p><p>Mike could very well be bisexual, not that viewers would see that coming, either. Some might grudgingly concede he might be, if only as a way to explain how he treats Will. In their minds, it still has to be an inferior aspect of his character, and it can definitely not be the part that &ldquo;wins&rdquo; out. Personally, I see Mike as gay, but only because his only heterosexual attraction seems very forced on his part. In fairness, he could be ignoring any other attractions he has towards girls in the same way he&rsquo;s ignoring his attraction to Will because he feels he&rsquo;s supposed to be with El. </p><p>In their minds, though, he&rsquo;s straight until proven otherwise because that&rsquo;s the default. It&rsquo;s stupid. It always has been.</p><p>It wouldn&rsquo;t be hard for the show to develop this idea, but would it really be worth the time? I guess that&rsquo;s where you fanfic writers come in. You all fill in the gaps the show just doesn&rsquo;t have time to address. </p>
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Question: <p>my biggest fear is that if byler became canon people would say that it is random with no logic,that the fact that mike loves will makes no sense since up until the third season he loved eleven: (this is because they don't notice the details like we do here ...</p>
Answer: <p>The Duffers would be tasked with making it more and more clear as the shower approached the reveal. It isn&rsquo;t as important if people see it beforehand, but they do need to see it after the fact. It&rsquo;s like any good murder mystery movie. The audience should be slapping their foreheads going &ldquo;Ah! How did I miss that?&rdquo;</p><p>There&rsquo;s plenty of crumbs already dropped. The show just needs to start referring to them while also being more obvious about it.</p><p>There&rsquo;s a lot of ways they can do this within the scope of the show. Vecna can apparently use people&rsquo;s trauma against them. Have Mike be brought back to the night Will&rsquo;s fake body was pulled from the water. Have someone at the Hellfire Club shout &ldquo;Fireball Him!&rdquo; and show Mike start to have a panic attack. Have Will be plagues with the memories of insults he&rsquo;s received over the years, from Lonnie, to Troy, and even Mike&rsquo;s infamous line from their fight. Have them actually show Will looking sadly at Mike dancing with El at the Snowball because <i>Vecna is making him watch it</i>.</p><p>There is a lot of room for Vecna, or some other supernatural mumbo jumbo, to actually illustrate all of this for the audience. Let&rsquo;s make it all count for more than just giving El another monster to kill.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, byler

Post id: 682631059486228480
Date: 2022-04-26 21:15:09 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/682631059486228480
Slug: hey-do-you-think-there-is-a-chance-that-those
Reblog key: JcpTU8HU
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Hey !! Do you think there is a chance that those collider ( sorry if that&rsquo;s the wrong name ) interviews are fake ? Because they sound so different from the interviews in the magazine. Have a great day!  </p>
Answer: <p>Fake? No. I may not like Collider, but they&rsquo;re not that bad.</p><p>They may sound much different because they were supposedly conducted back in the Summer, and only just now printed. I&rsquo;m not aware of the magazine interviews having been done like that. </p><p>It&rsquo;s also important to keep in mind that interview answers are prepared for questions that are submitted in advance. The actors would be coached on how to answer based on how the questions are asked. They basically have to say a lot without saying much of anything of substance. </p><p>Take any interviews with a grain of salt. They aren&rsquo;t answering off the cuff. Maybe in those Fanmio things, I&rsquo;m not sure how those work, but I do know how the media usually operates.</p>
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Question: <p>Maybe the &ldquo;5 business days&rdquo; thing was a hint at Byler happening in season 5. They specifically chose the number 5 for some reason. Man, the waiting for answers won&rsquo;t be over &lsquo;till July 1. Uuugghh!</p>
Answer: <p>I hate to say it, and I mean it in the nicest possible way, but this is why people think we&rsquo;re crazy.</p><p>Save that extreme detail nitpicking for when watching the new season when it launches. Or even use when this interactive fan thing starts on Friday. It will come in handy then. I really caution people against reading into what social media accounts say unless it involves a coordinated release across all platforms. I even now doubt that fake post thing with Vecna posted by the Indian Netflix Instagram last Friday since nothing like it has been posted on any other social media accounts.</p><p>That comment was just a joke. Nothing more. A social media manager at NetflixGeeked isn&rsquo;t going to have inside information on Stranger Things. Anything they do release will have been pre-planned and sent to them.</p>
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Question: <p>you should definitely write some more dialogue where you guess what might happen in ST4, I loved the one about the roller skate! :)</p>
Answer: <p>heh, thanks, but don&rsquo;t count on it. This was really the first time a scene came into my mind quite so vividly. </p><p>I&rsquo;ve never been one for writing dialogue. I used to hate having to write counseling scenarios when I was in grad school.</p><p>I&rsquo;m glad you enjoyed it, though.</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;m a little worried. I just saw a YouTube video on captainmidnight&rsquo;s channel talking about Netflix. How their network&rsquo;s motto is &ldquo;We want to make what the audience wants to see.&rdquo; They used to want to be the home of everyone&rsquo;s favorite show years ago, but they gave up on that for ratings. I get it - business, but damn. I hope they didn&rsquo;t/don&rsquo;t interfere with what the show runners originally had planned. Maybe Netflix rhymes with &ldquo;Het Dicks&rdquo; for a reason &#128530;. Kidding, but now I can&rsquo;t unhear that.</p>
Answer: <p>There&rsquo;s always a risk of executive meddling. With Netflix&rsquo;s recent woes, there&rsquo;s perhaps an increased risk of interference in order to try and win more subscribers. I&rsquo;m not terribly worried, though.</p><p>Stranger Things is perhaps one of their most important properties at the moment. They can&rsquo;t really risk pissing off the Duffers. They might be able to force the Duffers to do this or that by threatening to not distribute it otherwise. This would really be stupid, though, as Netflix would surely also want to secure rights to any potential spinoffs.</p><p>There&rsquo;s always the chance that they just go with what&rsquo;s popular, but I wouldn&rsquo;t worry. Netflix wouldn&rsquo;t have thrown so much money into Stranger Things if the execs didn&rsquo;t have faith in the Duffers.</p>
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Question: <p>if you could choose any song for mike and will to sing together (goofing off, a quiet moment at a rest stop to pass the time or whatever) what would it be? or even if you had a few. I'm not sure if it's something we'll see, but I think it's fun seeing what songs people would like to hear for different situations.</p>
Answer: <p>Nothing&rsquo;s Gonna Stop Us Now by Starship.</p><p>That would probably need to be a season 5 thing, though, since it came out in 1987.</p><p>As for this season, it&rsquo;s hard to say. I still like the idea of Heat of the Moment for a meaningful song. For something more fun, maybe I Can&rsquo;t Drive 55, bonus points if it annoys Jonathan.</p><p>Another neat idea might be if they&rsquo;re both singing along with individual Walkmans they&rsquo;re using. Will could be singing Should I Stay or Should I Go as a callback to season 1. It&rsquo;d basically be him asking what Mike wants. Meanwhile, Mike could be singing Careless Whisper, essentially lamenting how he&rsquo;s been treating Will. I find this song especially good for this because of the line &ldquo;Please stay!&rdquo;</p><p>They&rsquo;d basically be singing things they aren&rsquo;t able to say to each other, but, perhaps ironically, they aren&rsquo;t able to hear each other. Bonus points again if Jonathan looks over at Argyle and rolls his eyes when Argyle asks if there&rsquo;s something going on between them.</p>
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Question: <p>regarding the netflix geeked&rsquo;s &ldquo;it takes up to 5 business days&rdquo; comment, someone pointed out that when they commented that there was 5 days left on the countdown at iamhellsmaster.com. do you think this means something or is just a coincidence? </p>
Answer: <p>I had noticed that, also. I&rsquo;m sure it&rsquo;s just a joke, but a chaotic side of me did wonder what would happen if I brought it up. People would probably be losing their minds.</p><p>It&rsquo;s just a coincidence. I&rsquo;d be <b>extremely</b> shocked if they actually delivered some Byler content this Friday. I&rsquo;m just hoping that thing ends up being interesting and at least a little meaningful.</p>
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Question: <p>Well perhaps Lonnie and Joyce didn't really know what was going on in that lab. Maybe they were told Will was getting some sort of mental treatment or something so Joyce wouldn't have known about Eleven or her powers anyway.</p>
Answer: <p>I can buy that Lonnie may have tried to make some money by allowing Brenner to use his son for some sort of experiment. However, if Brenner really found Will to be of some value, then he never would have let him leave. </p>
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Question: <p>Ooh! Also all the gay themed movies! C&rsquo;mon, The Birdcage? Where Robin Williams character feels pressured to pretend to be straight? Is there any other reason to reference that movie? Idk, who knows. We&rsquo;ll find out soon enough. I hope we&rsquo;re correct, because the cyber bullies don&rsquo;t deserve to be rewarded for their horrible behavior. I wonder if the Duffers even know how cruel some fans have been, and don&rsquo;t deserve to be rewarded.</p>
Answer: <p>Ah, The Birdcage. To think there was a time when I saw the commercial for that movie and thought it was weird because a man was claiming to be a woman. I was so naïve as a child. This is one of my favorite movies now.</p><p>I was actually talking to <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> not too long ago about how that movie might fit into the season. It&rsquo;s really hard to try and piece the movies together in any real meaningful way due to all the different possibilities in how they might be used. For example, Billy Madison is a crazy movie about a rich manchild who never actually finished school at risk of losing his inheritance. However, it also includes an entire family of bullies who victimize Billy throughout the movie, and that&rsquo;s something I think the Duffers may have tapped into considering we know El (if not Will also) gets bullied.</p><p>For The Birdcage, I had a couple thoughts. First, there&rsquo;s the dinner scene where a conservative man makes bigoted comments, totally unaware that he&rsquo;s having dinner with a gay couple. I thought that could be used with maybe Suzie&rsquo;s parents (Suzie herself seems too sweet for that) if the Pizza Party were to meet them. Hell, Mike himself might even toss around some comments to try and cover himself, unaware of the fact that they hurt Will. </p><p>The other is the scene where Armand tries to teach Albert to be more manly to hide the fact that he&rsquo;s gay. Someone overcompensating in an effort to seem straight is both sad and funny at the same time, so it could be a nice thing to add. </p><p>Let&rsquo;s not forget that Robin is around, too. Just because she came out to Steve, it doesn&rsquo;t mean she wants everyone to know. She might be trying to hide it, also, and either of the above situations could also apply to her.</p><p>At any rate, if we get through season 4 with no more than a couple winks and nods to Mike and/or Will being gay, then I will be quite angry. Even if they planned to do something in season 5, it would just make Robin look even more like a token gay character, considering they weren&rsquo;t originally planning for her to be gay (allegedly). It would also make some of the more despicable fans feel like they were right, and, as you said, they don&rsquo;t deserve to be rewarded.</p>
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Question: <p>i personally haven't ever been super convinced in the mike running away theories, at least the way most people have put them together. a lot of it just doesn't feel plausible to me. but i do have one question regarding it. what do you think would be the likelihood of the wheelers having planned the trip, with plane tickets and all, but ultimately decided against it last minute, resulting in mike stealing his ticket and running off to go anyway? is this something that /could/ be possible? i havent really ever been on airplanes until recent years so i only know the current very digital ticket systems and have no clue what it would've been like back then, but that's the only way i could see the theory making sense with the info we have and i was wondering if it's at least more realistic or not.</p>
Answer: <p>If Mike were to run away then I think this would be the most likely scenario. He would just need to get his ticket from wherever his parents were keeping it. I imagine Hawkins has a travel agent, which is likely where they obtained the tickets. I haven&rsquo;t flown much, and I was very young in the 80s, so I really don&rsquo;t know if tickets could be easily refunded. They may have been able to work out something with the travel agent, at least. Mike could possibly swipe a ticket before his parents had a chance to do anything with it.</p><p>Let&rsquo;s not forget that Mike would still need to get to the airport. He may need to go to Indianapolis for that. Yeah, he could get on a bus for that, but, seriously, the more complicated a plan like this gets, the less likely it is to succeed. I guess it <i>is </i>a TV show, though.</p><p>I still think the most likely scenario, though, is that this is a fully planned trip that is executed according to said plan. I heard talk that Nancy was supposed to go with Mike, but backs out, but that&rsquo;s based on an audition tape (which may not be accurate). </p><p>A Mike Wheeler Smalltown Boy moment could make for really great TV, but it doesn&rsquo;t appear to be set up this way. But we&rsquo;ll find out in just a matter of weeks.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 682456628774289408
Date: 2022-04-24 23:02:38 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/682456628774289408
Slug: rewatching-season-3-i-thought-of-this-what-if
Reblog key: 89pW6Vla
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Rewatching season 3 I thought of this. What if Will was a representation of the Duffers, and Mike/Lucas were Netflix. It kinda felt like Duffers were telling us through the show that they were being pressured by Netflix to forget about D&amp;D, and instead focus on ships. And now that Netflix has Bridgerton, Duffers can stop writing for mass appeal / larger female audience. I think they might do right by Will this time since they identify with him so much. Fingers crossed.</p>
Answer: <p>That might be a stretch. But I can see how it might seem like there&rsquo;s a connection there. Season 3&rsquo;s big theme was all about conformity and pretending like everything is ok when it&rsquo;s not. We got to see all of those dysfunctional relationships up close and personal. It was huge on consumerism, Americana, and doing what is expected of you. If Netflix really was pressuring the Duffers to do this or that, then it wouldn&rsquo;t be hard to fit that into the overall theme.</p>
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Question: <p>OMG I just thought of something! (I apologize for being slow if this has already been theorized) But remember in season 1 when Joyce and Jonathan go to see Will's "body" and Joyce says there's a birthmark on his arm? What if that "birthmark" was the remains of his own lab tattoo and he's number ten or nine or something? Cause that other person with El in the lab really looks like Will. And since we all know Brenner was interested in Will, it would make sense his parents would try to erase the tattoo after getting him out of there.</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s a neat idea, but probably something they didn&rsquo;t intend to follow up on. We&rsquo;ve had looks at Will&rsquo;s right arm on a number of occasions. We&rsquo;ve never seen a birthmark.</p><p>If he had a number tattoo, then I think Joyce would have reacted much differently to meeting El.</p><p>If Brenner had any prior knowledge of Will, then he may have written him off as not being special. You know, kinda like most of the fanbase. Will getting kidnapped by the Demogorgon may have made Brenner rethink things, but I don&rsquo;t think he was previously a number.</p>
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Question: <p>I can't believe I never made the connection between the drink spilled on El and the Stancy Halloween party. Wow. Someone needs to dig into that, definitely. Nancy's whole thing in that scene was her frustration at her and Steve pretending to be normal teenagers doing normal dating stuff - and being majorly in denial about her feelings for a Byers. Like, Nancy's self-loathing in that scene is so on par with Mike's it's scary. (Karen and Ted, divorce already. What are you doing to your kids?)</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, I didn&rsquo;t make that connection, either. </p><p>I&rsquo;m really having trouble coming up with a consistent idea for how it happens, though. I guess that&rsquo;s sort of the point. They don&rsquo;t exactly want me to be able to figure it out.</p><p>Still, the 004 teaser gives us reason to believe El is being bullied before the spilled drink happens.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2000" data-orig-width="3200"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8937d5cf4c4ab48d06a2183380489757/bc772da13d5bc91c-e2/s640x960/1de43a3a29424c3cdfcaa16cd2ddf5097024d5d4.png" data-orig-height="2000" data-orig-width="3200"/></figure></div><p>There&rsquo;s no stain on there at this point. </p><p>Maybe this is just the lead-up to it, but El looks very alone already at this point. I know trailers, and especially teasers, can be very misleading, but Mike doesn&rsquo;t seem to be there. Maybe she tries to skate away, but ends up bumping into someone carrying a soda, getting it all over her. The girls laughing at her for it might be the final straw, so to speak.</p><p>I feel like we have too much missing context to be able to say anything with any certainty whatsoever. It&rsquo;s a bit fun to guess at things based on what little we do know, but any accuracy is probably 90% the result of luck.</p><p>I do think the comparison to Nancy and Steve at the party could be intentional, but, without more info, it could also just be a coincidence. In Steve and Nancy&rsquo;s case, the spill was the beginning of the end of their relationship since Nancy proceeded to call their relationship bullshit when Steve followed her when she went to clean up. We have no reason to believe this incident in the roller rink leads to a conversation between Mike and El since it seems to more likely lead to a confrontation between El and her bullies.</p><p>It&rsquo;ll be an interesting thing to be thinking about when we do finally get to see the scene, though.</p>
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Question: <p>I'm currently rewatching Stranger Things and I noticed that those S1 agents who work with Dr Brenner kept mentioning Will, but like in a suspicious way, " And the boy?" "Still missing.", "But what if they find the boy?" Do you think that means something? And do you think they knew him before November 1983?</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s hard to say. They began apparently monitoring the police and Hopper pretty much immediately. It makes you wonder if they had bugs planted well before the events of the show ever even started.</p><p>The fact that they were interested in Will in season 1 is apparent.  They even wanted the police off the trail, hence planting a fake body in the quarry. It was to get the police to call off the search. Maybe they were just worried that the police would interfere with their own search for El, but, if they were that worried about police involvement, then killing Benny was a dumb move. Also, if the police stopped search and declared Will dead, then it would still be suspicious if and when Will turned up. </p><p>This leads me to think that Brenner wanted to find Will first. I don&rsquo;t know if Brenner already knew about Will, but he was certainly interested in him at that point. Anyone who had contact with the demogorgon or Upside Down would have been of interest to him. Had Brenner &ldquo;survived&rdquo; and stayed in control of the Lab in season 2, then I have no doubts that he would have tried to get Will under his control to see how his experienced affected him</p>
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Question: <p>eleven does not deserve to be left alone, without mike poor her .. for will it would be easier to be friendzoned since he is not with mike. for eleven it would be too difficult so I don't think mileven will end</p>
Answer: <p>No, she doesn&rsquo;t deserve to be left alone, but that&rsquo;s not a reason to be in a particular relationship. This is why Karen and Ted Wheeler have such a horrible marriage.</p><p>Mike is all El has ever known. She&rsquo;s never even explored anything else. She briefly did after dumping him, with Max&rsquo;s encouragement to explore what the world has to offer, but then went back to him when things got hard. He&rsquo;s basically her safety blanket. She doesn&rsquo;t feel secure unless she knows she has him. It might sound romantic, but it&rsquo;s actually unhealthy.</p><p>Saying Will is basically expendable in this situation because he has less to lose is also fallacious. Will has known Mike for years. They have a deep bond that, for Will (and probably Mike, too), is growing into something more. The idea that he has to step aside for El&rsquo;s happiness is basically asking <i>him </i>to make the same sacrifice Mike already is. </p><p>Do you really think El would be happy in the long run? They have nothing in common, and El has already been shown to not care for Mike&rsquo;s interests and little quirks. </p><p>You know how this problem needs to be dealt with? By continuing with the <b>genuine </b>character development El had briefly in season 3. Let her see the world outside of the secure base that Mike provides her. She&rsquo;s done a bit of that in California, but it doesn&rsquo;t seem to be going well. That really sucks, but it doesn&rsquo;t seem to be terribly different from how the Party has always been treated in Hawkins. Don&rsquo;t forget that the boys were all bullied pretty badly in season 1. </p><p>Yeah, it&rsquo;s all new to El, and it&rsquo;s really going to be painful. I won&rsquo;t say it&rsquo;s a &ldquo;fact of life,&rdquo; since bullying should never be endorsed, but learning coping skills is an important part of life, regardless of how it happens. El is behind in this area of development, which makes it harder, but she can do it. Having her just forever cling to Mike only stifles her actual growth.</p><p>We&rsquo;ve already seen that this show is willing to portray the actual outcomes of couples getting together for poor reasons. Eventually things fizzle out and there&rsquo;s major problems. The thing is, most movies don&rsquo;t show the aftermath (and this is basically a series of movies, just broken into episodes). They just show the couples being happy, then the credits roll and everyone tunes out not caring about the aftermath.</p><p>Do you care about El, or do you just want to see a &ldquo;cute&rdquo; TV couple stay together until the credits roll, not worrying about what would happen afterwards?</p>
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Question: <p>do you think that having joyce, jonathan, hopper and mike be the only ones talk to will during the shed scene is byler proof?</p>
Answer: <p>I think it supports it, yeah. At this point, the Party has been reconnected after being split into separate storylines. There&rsquo;s no real reason for Mike to go out to the shed for what is certainly going to be an unpleasant thing to watch. The fact that the adults allowed it is curious in and of itself. Yes, it was his idea to question Will when he didn&rsquo;t know where he was, but that doesn&rsquo;t mean he needs to be there.</p><p>I can only imagine that Mike insisted on staying. None of the adults seem to make any attempt to send him back into the house, as far as I can remember. They also don&rsquo;t attempt to stop him from talking, despite Joyce and Jonathan already failing to get through to him. Will&rsquo;s facial expressions also seem to become more and more &ldquo;normal&rdquo; throughout Mike&rsquo;s story. </p><p>They also had Mike go last in telling his story. This sets up him being the one to &ldquo;break through&rdquo; to Will. Yeah, you could argue that, of course, Will&rsquo;s family would try first. From a storytelling perspective, though, this makes it look like they wouldn&rsquo;t have succeeded if not for Mike.</p><p>This doesn&rsquo;t necessarily &ldquo;prove&rdquo; Byler, but it does set up the immense importance of Mike in Will&rsquo;s life. Hearing that asking Will to be his friend was the best thing Mike&rsquo;s ever done was able to get tears and shaky breathing through the possession. It seemed to pain the Mindflayer enough to allow Will to regain control of his right hand.</p><p>Oh, Hopper didn&rsquo;t talk to Will. He&rsquo;s mainly there in order to ensure Will stays restrained. </p>
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Question: <p>I know we all assume the girls spill the drink on El, but what if Mike does? Not on purpose, of course. But what if Will and Mike are arguing, one of them tries to storm off but they're clumsy in the skates and roll smack into El instead? Spilling the drink all over her. Like Stancy at the Halloween party, but worse. It would be humiliating for El, that it happened in front of the girls, and also that the boys got so intense they forgot she was there</p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s a very good idea. I can easily see them going this route. Mike is certainly clumsy enough to do something like that, and, yeah, it would humiliate El if it happened in front of the girls. I could see Mike skating off to try and find some towels or napkins or something, while the mean girls circle around her laughing.</p>
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Question: <p>I still think that biggest proof of all that Will has feelings for Mike is that damn script from the snowball. I mean, Will&rsquo;s eyes aren&rsquo;t on the cute girl, they&rsquo;re on Mike? What ELSE could it possibly mean? Granted, that doesn&rsquo;t mean that Mike reciprocates. But why would they make Will have feelings for him just to be turned down? Do you think that maybe that line was meaningless or anything? Maybe it doesn&rsquo;t have anything to do with Will liking Mike and it was just random? </p>
Answer: <p>You&rsquo;re saying things we&rsquo;ve all been thinking around here. There really isn&rsquo;t a heterosexual explanation for all of this. Now, we weren&rsquo;t really ever meant to see that script, and it looks like that part of the scene didn&rsquo;t make it to air (though I swear I&rsquo;ve seen a gif of Will&rsquo;s fake smile faltering when he looks past the girl for a moment). Still, if it was in the script, then it means Will wasn&rsquo;t happy about Mike dancing with El.</p><p>Will likes Mike. They&rsquo;ve built on that concept ever since the Snowball after showing that Mike had a positive effect on Will&rsquo;s internal battle with the Mindflayer. Even some of the more &ldquo;mainstream&rdquo; fans have acknowledged this by now. What remains to be seen is how Mike feels. </p><p>All this buildup just for Will to be rejected? Yeah, that seems unnecessarily cruel. So many people talk about how mean it would be to El for her to lose Mike after everything she&rsquo;s been through, but nobody really talks about Will. He&rsquo;s expected to just get over it and grow up and move on. </p>
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Question: <p>As much as I want Mike to verbally apologize to Will, him awkwardly singing because he's a disaster who can't verbalize his feelings is adorable and I would love it</p>
Answer: <p>Right?</p><p>I also like how it can be a callback to Mike singing with El. She didn&rsquo;t like it and wanted him to stop.</p><p>I feel like Will would try to be annoyed because he&rsquo;s mad at him, but slowly break because he finds it so endearing and &ldquo;Mike-like.&rdquo;</p><p>They do need to talk for real, though. Just maybe not in that moment.</p>
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Question: <p>It looks like El is wearing those modern day fluffy Ugg sandals. Google and you'll find a picture. I'd imagine Millie is just wearing her own shoes between takes. Possibly because her feet won't be seen in the shot and / or she has more wardrobe changes than the boys and it was just easier. Also possible this is BTS and Millie isn't actually in the shot with them, just hanging out. Or coordinating their eyelines, if the shot is El out on the rink looking back at Byler in the booth or vice versa.</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, yeah, I&rsquo;m sure it&rsquo;s because feet won&rsquo;t be seen in the shot. We can see one of the cameras lined up directly to the right of Mike and El at roughly head level in the magazine photo (I won&rsquo;t post it because the magazine has asked people not to). With the camera set up like that, it&rsquo;s hard to believe they&rsquo;re just hanging out. This looks more like taking a break between takes. They can easily hand their phones off to assistants when it&rsquo;s time to roll.</p><p>What makes things interesting is that Will (and maybe Mike?) does has skates on. There&rsquo;d be no reason for him to be wearing them unless he needs to skate in the scene. I suppose he might just be more comfortable on them and willing to wear them for a later scene, but another photo does suggest that Will stands by the table looking down at them.</p><p>Will is also the only one without a drink in front of him. Those look like snack bar props. If they were real drinks, one would imagine they&rsquo;d use actual cans or bottles. So maybe it really just is Noah having a seat while getting ready for a scene where Mike and El are seated without Will. Though, as was pointed out to me, Mike may also be wearing skates. It&rsquo;s just weird. </p><p>I still think this is part of a scene where Will either skates to them or skates away from them before the scene cuts away. They&rsquo;ve already made it clear that Will is third-wheeling (again&hellip;). I might be overthinking things, though. But they can&rsquo;t give us this sort of information and not expect me to overanalyze.</p><p>I guess we&rsquo;ll see in&hellip;33 days?</p>
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Question: <p>That&rsquo;s a cool theory but kali looks nothing like el and she&rsquo;s another subject . I guess it works if they only cloned some but there&rsquo;s a leak somewhere of another experiment and he&rsquo;s blonde so idk </p>
Answer: <p>Hey, I never said it was a perfect theory. I&rsquo;m just a guy trying to put together a puzzle with the pieces upside down. Pun sort of intended.</p>
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Question: <p>the duffers once said nothing is a coincidence in stranger things so I think the show is going to focus on will again sooner or later + oh and you said something about some vecna funny business? you mean as in mind control? thanks in advance </p>
Answer: <p>Did they say that?</p><p>As for the Vecna funny business, we have reasons to believe Vecna can make people relive traumatic memories. I&rsquo;m just curious as to whether the memories are exactly as they really happened or manipulated in some way. </p>
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Question: <p>"This would explain Will and El having something of a resemblance (if Will is indeed 012).&nbsp;" What do you mean exactly? Can you elaborate please? </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m suggesting that, if there is some sort of cloning type of situation going on, then Will might actually be one himself. </p><p>Let&rsquo;s be honest, Will and El look like siblings. They could literally be twins. The show doesn&rsquo;t exactly hold back in making them look similar, either. I don&rsquo;t know if they&rsquo;re going to be played off as stepsiblings or twins or what, but they look like they&rsquo;re related.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="421" data-orig-width="620"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fc6e8b5e2cc361a19e3dbd114588acfd/71ae157fb54907d4-19/s640x960/674f76f686e2d353aa83f5833d1c109fec97eea0.png" data-orig-height="421" data-orig-width="620"/></figure></div><p>They&rsquo;ve also been given scenes that are framed very similarly. This also draws attention to how similar they look.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="410"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/36480b8d8a30df9da4078081a36dc128/71ae157fb54907d4-ef/s640x960/5f5f2a9f9a601856144ba27b0a75ccc7ac7bf592.png" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="410"/></figure></div><p>It&rsquo;s like they&rsquo;re two copies of the same person living almost parallel lives. Parallel lines don&rsquo;t intersect, though. It&rsquo;s like one line got shifted to meet up with the other.</p><p>None of this means Will has to be 012, but they&rsquo;ve previously set him up as being important before shoving him into the background.</p>
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Question: <p>Delgado anon again, do you think Saint John is Vecna?</p>
Answer: <p>I stand by what I said about nobody from the novels/comics showing up in the show. I think they serve mostly to help build the world and maybe expand on the themes central to the show itself.</p>
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Question: <p>do you think Vicky will survive?</p><p>andd what power do you think will have? </p>
Answer: <p>Vickie has a small role, I believe. She may die, or she may just only show up as a limited character, like Keith. Either way, I don&rsquo;t know that we&rsquo;ll get to know her as much as we&rsquo;d probably like. She may exist mostly to enhance Robin&rsquo;s character more than anything. While that one photo does suggest that Robin is the one who &ldquo;catches the eye of one of our heroes&rdquo; was referring to, we really don&rsquo;t know that this has a happy ending for Robin.</p><p>I&rsquo;ve long envisioned Will as having reality manipulation powers in terms of essentially creating a pocket dimension. There&rsquo;s no real hard evidence for it, but I saw the entire Upside Down as being his creation. El found it through the Void, and she inadvertently made a connection, essentially bringing it into the real world. This would be why the demogorgon tried to hunt down Will to capture him, rather than kill him. This all flies in the face of the whole Creel thing and Vecna being in the Upside Down for 20 or so years, though.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 682324148117192704
Date: 2022-04-23 11:56:55 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/682324148117192704
Slug: the-flowers-leaker-never-said-that-they-made-it
Reblog key: vhnHIkGU
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>The flowers leaker never said that they made it up. There was another person who "leaked" a picture of Millie at the airport behind an umbrella who admitted they faked the photo, but the flowers leaker was a different person and was probably telling the truth.</p>
Answer: <p>This is honestly why I shouldn&rsquo;t comment on leaks considering I&rsquo;m always going off of second-hand information. It&rsquo;s just hard not to when people keep asking me about it. I should know better, though. It&rsquo;s even possible that I&rsquo;m combining things in my head because I don&rsquo;t have the firsthand information.</p><p>This is more or less how I remember it being presented to me:</p><ul><li>Someone said they were walking through the airport and witnessed a scene.</li><li>Mike came into the airport (from the plane gate, I guess) with flowers for El.</li><li>Will and Jonathan were having their own conversation about a breakfast burrito.</li></ul><p>That was basically it. It was mainly hard for me to believe that someone could get close enough to a scene to not only see it, but hear it. I can maybe buy that they could see it at a distance if the crew wasn&rsquo;t allowed to close off the area, but people would still be kept away since it could risk an interference with filming.</p><p>Also, Will and Jonathan talking about a breakfast burrito? Even if they&rsquo;re setting up a storyline with Mike ignoring Will, that&rsquo;s just a ridiculous way for them to react.</p><p>Clearly, based on the nesting doll, Mike has flowers at some point, so there is likely some truth to this whole thing. Clearly, I didn&rsquo;t get, or didn&rsquo;t properly remember, the real situation. As a result, I should just keep my mouth (fingers?) shut about it.</p><p>The umbrella thing sounds familiar. Didn&rsquo;t she, or someone made to look like her, hide behind an umbrella when filming with a bunch of kids in hospital gowns? That&rsquo;s what I think turned into the 002 teaser (and probably the Massacre at Hawkins Lab episode).</p>
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Question: <p>I don't know if you watched the audition tapes that were leaked (feel free to not read any further and delete this if you haven't) but the Argyle tape confirms that the Wheeler siblings trip to California was planned and Nancy ended up having to cancel.</p>
Answer: <p>I didn&rsquo;t watch those because they drift too far into spoiler for my taste. I love speculation, but the more I <i>know </i>before release, the less exciting the show might become for me. I&rsquo;m not naïve enough to think that these things won&rsquo;t eventually come to my attention, though, since I&rsquo;m an active member of the fandom. People tell me about things all the time, and that&rsquo;s just the price I pay for having this blog. I just ask that people not intentionally bring any blatant leaks to my attention. Anything that the Duffers clearly did not intend for public consumption is something I&rsquo;d like to avoid. I always get myself in trouble reacting to those when people do tell me about them, anyway.</p><p>The trip being planned doesn&rsquo;t shock me in the least. Nancy having to cancel is a bit curious, though. It hints at trouble with her relationship with Jonathan. I don&rsquo;t say that because she cancelled, but, rather, because it tells me that there is something she&rsquo;s seeing as more important than visiting him. Perhaps she gets the scent of a good story, and, once again not understanding each other, prioritizes her career as she did in season 3. It&rsquo;d be consistent with her character. She is, after all, a strong, independent woman. She&rsquo;s trying to set up a career. If she thinks she found something juicy, then I can&rsquo;t say I blame her for wanting to capitalize on it. I just wonder how Jonathan reacts. He already saw her as dismissive of his situation because of how she was so focused on her own. He did much the same, and that&rsquo;s why their relationship struggled.</p><p>I gotta say, though, I really wonder who drives Mike to the airport. That is the perfect opportunity for a conversation that sets up Mike&rsquo;s entire perspective on the visit. We can surmise that Mike focuses on El enough to make Will feel like he&rsquo;s being ignored, which is a blatant repeat of his season 3 behavior. I suppose that fits with how Nancy is also regressing back into what gave her own relationship trouble. I wonder if something happens on this car drive to set Mike up to make some big mistakes.</p><p>Well, only 5 weeks to find out, I suppose!</p>
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Question: <p>The thing about there being a hint about Mike running away in his playlist isn't that the song Smalltown Boy mentions running away, it's that there's like 5 songs about running away in his playlist. Like you said it's quite a coincidence that he has both Smalltown Boy and a song with the version from a Gay Pride Album, so it is quite a coincidence that there's so many songs about running away.</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, yeah, it&rsquo;s hard to ignore a repeated theme like that, I&rsquo;ll give you that.</p><p>I do like to say &ldquo;Once is an accident, twice is a coincidence, three times (or &quot;thrice&rdquo; if I&rsquo;m feeling fancy) is a pattern.&ldquo; </p><p>Where I have some trouble, though, is accepting that the Duffers had things planned out that far in advance AND were willing to leaves clues for things a couple of seasons in advance.</p><p>I suppose we&rsquo;ll see. I will say I&rsquo;d like them to reveal what were intentional clues and what were coincidences. I doubt they will, though.</p>
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Question: <p>Dear billy is either gonna be one of the most intense episodes or the ST official Instagram just want to hype people up cause they have been mentioning that episode and max a lot as of late </p>
Answer: <p>Oh, I&rsquo;m sure it&rsquo;s going to be intense. Max is going to have a very rough go of it in what I&rsquo;m sure is absolutely not intended to be a representation of survivor&rsquo;s guilt. </p><p>Poor Max. I imagine she totally blames herself for Billy&rsquo;s death.</p>
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Question: <p>if this is just genuine curiosity you dont have to answer if you dont want to but does anyone in your life know you have this blog</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t hide the fact I have a blog, but I don&rsquo;t really go out of the way to share it with anyone. Few people in my life are as into Stranger Things as I am. There&rsquo;s a small number who have asked to see it, and I&rsquo;ve obliged because I trust them.</p>
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Question: <p>do you happen to have know when the flower leaker admitted to being fake? i can&rsquo;t find that, just the original youtube comment.</p>
Answer: <p>No, I don&rsquo;t know when it happened. This stuff comes to me from my mutuals because I generally don&rsquo;t bother with other social media platforms for Stranger Things. I just remember someone sending me something where the person admitted to having made it up. I believe it was the person who claimed they saw and overheard the scene while walking through the airport. I didn&rsquo;t believe it from the start since there&rsquo;s no way someone would be able to get that close.</p><p>That said, there still could be a little truth to it, with the rest being fabricated. Someone may have seen Mike with flowers at a distance and just made up the rest.</p>
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Question: <p><a href="https://www.instagram.com/p/Ccpn2WMsxiI/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y=">https://www.instagram.com/p/Ccpn2WMsxiI/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y=</a></p><p>i took another screenshot from the trailer:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="946"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c3068706255c0bf32949f3d8feae4669/4d25fe97aaa4591e-59/s640x960/824c2f88badf8dc4acd78f6682d47521205e17fd.png" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="946"></figure></div><p>what do you think about this? i think it definitely looks like it could be will&hellip;</p>
Answer: <p>Wow, talk about &ldquo;blink and you miss it.&rdquo;</p><p>Yeah, that&rsquo;s Will. He and Mike are both wearing the same clothes as in this photo.</p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="511" data-orig-width="1024"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d22b122739add5aeb403fa7522f7b60b/4d25fe97aaa4591e-02/s640x960/937506bc1d399ab05b1636b954d860cc00021a37.jpg" data-orig-height="511" data-orig-width="1024"/></figure></div><p>So this might be before or after El is arrested. We already knew Mike was there, but now we know Will is, too. It would make sense that all of them would go with El, really. </p><p>Mike was probably standing on the curb with Will before walking into the street.</p><p>Maybe they just thought she&rsquo;d be questioned and released, but the police decided otherwise. She&rsquo;s a minor and she hasn&rsquo;t been tried, so she shouldn&rsquo;t be going to juvenile detention so soon.</p><p>Maybe someone put a fake warrant or something out, and Owens&rsquo; men intervene before she can get there. </p><p>This does make me think that maybe the man shooting at the military could be from the police. If El never got where she was supposed to, it would make sense they&rsquo;d check the Byers house first.</p>
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Question: <p>they also filmed at the albuquerque airport</p>
Answer: <p>As far as we can tell, yes, they did. I don&rsquo;t recall seeing any confirmation that it was definitely for Stranger Things, but it seemed to line up with the production schedule. It would have to either be Mike coming to visit or Joyce leaving to find Hopper. I suppose they could always do both? It&rsquo;d be funny if Joyce said hi to Mike and then went right onto her own flight.</p>
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Question: <p>do you happen to have know when the flower leaker admitted to being fake? i can&rsquo;t find that, just the original youtube comment.</p>
Answer: <p>No, I don&rsquo;t know when it happened. This stuff comes to me from my mutuals because I generally don&rsquo;t bother with other social media platforms for Stranger Things. I just remember someone sending me something where the person admitted to having made it up. I believe it was the person who claimed they saw and overheard the scene while walking through the airport. I didn&rsquo;t believe it from the start since there&rsquo;s no way someone would be able to get that close.</p><p>That said, there still could be a little truth to it, with the rest being fabricated. Someone may have seen Mike with flowers at a distance and just made up the rest.</p>
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Question: <p>Hmm. Maybe Smalltown Boy was just used on the because it&rsquo;s about a gay guy, and is known as a gay song. Along with other gay songs they included. So the run away lyrics shouldn&rsquo;t have been taken literally, but the one person or multiple people who made the playlist wanted to put out clues for hardcore fans who follow the social media account. I think the songs for all the characters are accurate to their storylines. So if one of Mike&rsquo;s songs is about being gay currently in the 80&rsquo;s, well.</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;ve always stated that I&rsquo;m skeptical that there&rsquo;s hidden messages in the playlists. I think there&rsquo;s a good chance that the songs were chosen mainly for their titles. Mike is literally a Smalltown Boy.</p><p>Other people disagree with me, and that&rsquo;s fine. I certainly wouldn&rsquo;t be upset if I was wrong about this. It could set up a good story arc.</p><p>Though, I have to admit, having that song <i>and</i> a song from a Gay Rights album, rather than its original album, is a bit coincidental. Maybe a bit too coincidental.</p>
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Question: <p>Why are we so sure Mike flies to Cali? The Byers family drove, and we know the boys will be driving back. I know there were those "Mike brings El flowers at the airport" spoilers, but they could be fake. Couldn't he just take the bus? If the Party are covering for him, they might get away with it for a couple of days. I don't know long it would take to drive from Indiana to Cali, but maybe about that long? The show could easily just skip over a couple of days. And Joyce has to get to Russia too</p>
Answer: <p>Driving to California would take about three days, factoring in stops. A cursory Google Maps shows the drive clocks in at 31 hours nonstop (estimating using Indianapolis to Santa Monica). You could potentially make it in two days if you drove for 16 hours each day, stopping only to eat, sleep, and use the bathroom. That&rsquo;s an extremely exhausting drive, though.</p><p>Let&rsquo;s not forget that Mike isn&rsquo;t old enough to drive, either. Assuming he took the bus, he&rsquo;d be slowed down as a result of transfers, as there&rsquo;s no way a bus is making that trip all at once. That&rsquo;d be cruel to the drivers.</p><p>Let&rsquo;s also not forget that Mike&rsquo;s nesting doll has him holding flowers. That leak may have been admitted to be fake, but there&rsquo;s still may have been some truth to it. </p><p>I won&rsquo;t say that it&rsquo;s impossible for Mike to sneak away to California, but they&rsquo;d need to have a good set up for it. Smalltown Boy won&rsquo;t happen simply because we want it to. It has to actually work.</p>
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Question: <p>Couldn't Mike just steal money from his parents? It was 80s America, it's not like he needed a passport to fly or anything. He could just pretend his parents were divorced and he's flying out to his dad for Spring Break or something. Or . . . oh. If he couldn't take the money from his parents, there's always Nancy. Didn't he steal from her piggy bank before? Nancy worked all summer, and you just know she's a saver. Oh man. If he did that, California isn't far enough away &#128514;</p>
Answer: <p>If Nancy had that kind of money in her piggy bank, she&rsquo;d deserve to have it stolen. She already knows Mike can&rsquo;t be trusted.</p><p>Mike could potentially steal from his parents, but would they really have that much lying around? Keep in mind that it&rsquo;s more than Mike needing to steal money for airfare. He&rsquo;d also need to get himself to the closest airport, probably in Indianapolis. </p>
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Question: <p>So at this point you think that Mike doesn&rsquo;t love Will?</p>
Answer: <p>No, I didn&rsquo;t say that. But I got a second Ask about this topic that I think introduces how I feel about it.</p><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>I mean I definitely think Mike goes to Cali to see Will and El, but I do think he&rsquo;s probably a bit more affected by Will&rsquo;s absence just by virtue of Will having been a feature of Mike&rsquo;s life for so long&hellip;.Mike definitely keeps his distance from Will while visiting because he doesn&rsquo;t really know how to interact with him now that he&rsquo;s considered his feelings for Will might not be solely platonic&hellip;.He is also genuinely pleased to spend time with El even if he doesn&rsquo;t enjoy the romance</p></blockquote><p>I&rsquo;m not sure Mike has really thought about how he feels about Will in any certain way by the time we left off in season 3. He just knows that Will is someone he needs in his life. Much like Robin, he doesn&rsquo;t really have any frame of reference for his feelings. He doesn&rsquo;t really question it, though he might have had a sense that something was different at the end of season 3. Maybe.</p><p>I think Mike will be excited to visit California, but something might happen shortly before he leaves that changes everthing.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="603" data-orig-width="1200"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e58a19060afa20de49c1b9713a3b8097/94530d42ba6463cf-f5/s640x960/f80cc6dc024f274731f2aad4c2c6535dd610d5a6.png" data-orig-height="603" data-orig-width="1200"/></figure></div><p>I&rsquo;m not going to pretend like I know what is happening in this scene, but let&rsquo;s pretend that it&rsquo;s something he&rsquo;s writing. Maybe it&rsquo;s something he&rsquo;s writing to Will for his birthday, though there&rsquo;s no way for the viewer to know that. He has no names written on it, but he has &ldquo;From Mike&rdquo; somewhere on there. (I couldn&rsquo;t resist a reference to his new Puzzle Tales ability.)</p><p>Someone, perhaps Nancy or Karen, finds and reads it. They comment on how romantic it sounds, assuming that it&rsquo;s meant for El. Mike just stands there slackjawed. He snaps out of it and angrily yells at whoever it is for going through his room. </p><p>I think this would be a good way to set up Mike knowing something is off without making it obvious to the audience. We don&rsquo;t have to know who those papers are for until they&rsquo;re ready for the reveal. It&rsquo;s an ambiguous enough situation that Mike could just come off as angry for someone going through his things. </p><p>It would help fans later understand why Mike may be so dismissive of Will, even though he should be just as eager to see him as he is El. I can&rsquo;t accept that Mike would just third-wheel Will again after what happened before. This time around, there needs to be a more nuanced reason for it. He&rsquo;s afraid because someone described his words for Will as romantic. His whole world was just turned upside down (I&rsquo;ve got jokes for days here).</p><p>At the same time, I think he&rsquo;ll be stuck in a situation where he knows he doesn&rsquo;t love El romantically, but feels like he&rsquo;s supposed to be her boyfriend. Mike is a nice guy, even if he can be moody, and he does care about El. Hurting her is one of the last things he&rsquo;d want to do, especially when she&rsquo;s having such a hard time in her new home. </p><p>I don&rsquo;t know what will prompt Mike to snap out of this, but I suspect Jonathan will be involved. I fully expect him to get very tired of Mike&rsquo;s antics, but also recognize that it&rsquo;s out of character for him.</p><p>As for the reveal, well, we do know there&rsquo;s supposed to be a monologue at some point. Maybe they&rsquo;ll have Mike reading whatever it is as a voiceover later on.</p>
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Question: <p>the murder/disappearance of chrissy could also alert the parents it seems a search party happens as there was bts of everyone in the woods at one point</p>
Answer: <p>It could have something to do with that. Her death is probably the first big event in the season related to the Upside Down. It&rsquo;s sure to freak out the town.</p><p>Just please don&rsquo;t let anything happen to Holly.</p>
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Question: <p>It's also possible the parents are freaking out because someone else is missing / dead in Hawkins, and the kids don't know yet. So what seems like no big deal to them - covering for Mike - is causing the parents to freak out. They don't have that connection to Hopper or El's powers anymore, so this might be the first they hear of anything the authorities are trying to hide. Hell, maybe someone is killed and Mike running away makes the cops think he was involved in it. (Satanic Panic again.)</p>
Answer: <p>This is just how easy it is to come up with interpretations when you have little information. So many scenarios will fit our very limited knowledge of the scene.</p><p>We also have to keep in mind that Hopper probably kept his officers in the dark regarding all of this stuff. Perhaps Chief Powell finds out that these kids know something that he doesn&rsquo;t.</p>
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Question: <p>I think it's possible Mike ran away to see Will, and the Party tried to cover for him. Maybe by pretending he was sleeping over at each of their houses. If the parents all got together like they are, they'd figure out fast it isn't true, and might freak out. Hawkins has an unhappy history with missing kids, and none of these parents know about the Upside Down. A runaway teen crossing the country on his own is a big deal. Especially if the Satanic Panic is  taking off, or if he's hitch-hiking.</p>
Answer: <p>I can see it potentially going down that way, except that it would be very expensive for Mike to fly. It would be several hundred dollars for a round trip ticket. This would raise the question of how Mike managed to do it if it wasn&rsquo;t something his parents were a part of planning for him. The Party covering for him is the part that&rsquo;s easy to believe.</p><p>As for Mike going there to see Will&hellip;well, that doesn&rsquo;t seem to be what&rsquo;s happening. Maybe he&rsquo;d be thinking about Will on the way, but, as far as we can tell, he spends so much time focused on El that Will gets upset from it. I mean, unless the writers totally forgot, this should be taking place on Will&rsquo;s birthday. It&rsquo;d be foolish for Mike to not even consider Will when going there.</p><p>Maybe it is like I envisioned yesterday. Maybe Mike is just so afraid of hurting El, especially with all her struggles at fitting in, that he just goes along with it. Will wouldn&rsquo;t understand, and Mike probably doesn&rsquo;t even realize how Will feels, so it&rsquo;s a situation begging for misunderstandings that are as sad as they are funny.</p><p>Sigh, five weeks until we find out.</p>
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Question: <p>They got in trouble for illegally streaming movies on the lite brite</p>
Answer: <p>Now that&rsquo;s just hilarious.</p>
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Question: <p>The thing is looking at the photo they look like they are being scolded more than anything. Especially Erica in the back she gives me the vibes of the younger sibling watching their older sibling getting in trouble for something they did fhdhdhf I have lots of experience of my younger sister acting all mature and disappointed when I get in trouble just to screw with me. Pretty much everyone on the right side of the photo looks more disappointed than anything, not like they are watching someone get told their friend is dead. And mikes mom certainly doesn&rsquo;t look upset enough. The only person who really looks bothered is dustins mom but we have seen she can be really emotional already so that might just be her reaction. </p><p>I feel like they have been caught getting into all the upside down stuff and are being interrogated/grounded and maybe the parents are there to take them home? Still not sure why the wheelers are there but maybe it&rsquo;s their house I can&rsquo;t really tell. Or it&rsquo;s just because they have ties to the kids cause of mike and Nancy and are also concerned about what&rsquo;s going on </p>
Answer: <p>This seems like a valid interpretation to me. We&rsquo;re still lacking information, though. </p><p>I did notice Erica in the back, but we know she&rsquo;s involved in things, too. Maybe this is where she gets involved, or maybe she gets away with it because she&rsquo;s younger and &ldquo;Look what you dragged your poor sister into!&rdquo;</p><p>I wonder if whatever they&rsquo;re doing with the LiteBrite results in the police being called. </p><p>It still has an apparent parallel to when the Party was being questioned after Will went missing, though. I think that&rsquo;s why some of us are speculating that something similar is happening. </p><p>Erica might only be in the back because she&rsquo;s not friends with Mike. Maybe she came over because Lucas&rsquo; parents brought her to keep her from being home alone. It could be a way to bring her into the story. </p>
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Question: <p>I feel more like if mike being missing is a plot point it will be they lost track of him while he was in Cali. Like they are clearly dealing with some weird government stuff there so I feel like he just didn&rsquo;t come back when he was supposed to so now they can&rsquo;t find him.</p><p>they could be talking about something completely different in that scene though, but it doesn&rsquo;t make sense for mikes parents to be there. Maybe it&rsquo;s something about Nancy? </p><p>I find it odd that everyone&rsquo;s parents are there, if they are just asking about mike. I mean besides max but I feel her parents aren&rsquo;t exactly the most involved,, still weird that they arnt there though.</p><p>honestly it seems more like an intervention than anything, maybe something happened and they know the kids are involved? Or they think mike is dead and they are telling them? Idk.  I also find it strange how the teens arnt there, maybe they are in the upside down</p><p>I think  it could be about several things at once, plus it definitely is paralleling that scene in season one where the kids are interrogated </p>
Answer: <p>Oh, I think it definitely parallels that scene. I wonder how Chief Powell compares to Hopper.</p><p>We don&rsquo;t really know any details, but the Party looks shocked. It&rsquo;s reasonable to say that it could involve Mike considering how worried Karen is. </p><p>With everything that happens at the Byers house, one has to wonder if word of it reaches Hawkins. It could be something unrelated, though. Imagine if it was about Holly&hellip;  I&rsquo;d like to think Ted would be more visibly bothered if it was his little girl, though.</p><p>The safe money is probably on it involving Mike considering who is all present, but we still have very limited information. It definitely seems like a sad situation, which is why it might be that Mike is missing in a parallel to season 1. The look on Dustin&rsquo;s mom&rsquo;s face, in particular, seems to suggest she&rsquo;s sad for her son because he&rsquo;s hearing bad news.</p>
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Question: <p>okay but the look on the kids faces is killing me bc I can imagine the scene going:</p><p>Police: &lsquo;we have every reason to suspect eddie munson may be involved in the disappearance of your friend.&rsquo;</p><p>The kids, who know eddie munson is currently stuck in the ud with the teens, currently on the run after witnessing someone&rsquo;s death and being wrongly accused of it, all the while people (max) are getting possessed and the ud is opening and demogorgans are back and now they&rsquo;re realising they haven&rsquo;t heard from mike - who has a giant target on his back by being a v important person to el and will, the mf no.1 enemies - in days and it&rsquo;s possible he&rsquo;s just being a dickhead but it&rsquo;s also possible he&rsquo;s become demogorgan food and nobody noticed: &lsquo;ummm I&rsquo;m sure he&rsquo;s fine&hellip;&rsquo;</p>
Answer: <p>shakespeare level irony !!! im literally so excited !!!</p><p>but also i&rsquo;m so excited for this to be a moment where they lowkey realize the party is falling apart. like they don&rsquo;t know where mike is. <i>they don&rsquo;t know where he is</i>. it could also really freak out dustin and lucas cuz #trauma</p>
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Question: <p>the biggest sign of byler for me is the fact that going by the shows formula of love interests for og party members (mike-el, lucas-max, dustin-suzie) its will's turn to get a bf this season yet noah blatantly said hes not interested in any other relationship aside with mike ("its just him and mike" when asked about being friendly w some new cali character) like gay alert gay theyre gay homosexuals </p>
Answer: <p>was that what he was answering when he said that? i knew he said that and ive seen the video once but i forgot the context. if someone can send me or reply with the link to it that would be v appreciated.</p><p>he also described this season as unexpected and romantic?? that has to be about byler. i dont think he’d say that if he was referring to another ship like jopper of something bc everyones so separated this season. he barely worked with them so he must be referring to the california story and bylers the only option in that storyline.</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 682103425662631936
Date: 2022-04-21 01:28:38 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/682103425662631936
Slug: i-think-that-one-of-the-nicest-things-from-this
Reblog key: Yc2Zzn5z
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I think that one of the nicest things from this little byler theory corner of Tumblr (aside from the killer analysis and fan content) is having people who can calmly restate what you already know when we all inevitably get anxious about getting baited....</p>
Answer: <p>Indeed. I love it here. It&rsquo;s a much more welcoming community than some other social media platforms.</p>
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Question: <p>From what I understand, it&rsquo;s written like a ransom letter (if you want to see Hopper again, etc) but Joyce realizes that it&rsquo;s the ploy from Hopper  who wrote it himself (because Joyce has no money to begin with so it wouldn&rsquo;t make sense to ask a ransom). But I don&rsquo;t get why Hopper had to hide his true message to her in such a way.</p>
Answer: <p>I wonder where Hopper would even get the means to make a ransom note. Even with help on the inside, Hopper is probably under close guard considering how he showed up there in the first place. He&rsquo;s an even more high-value prisoner if they&rsquo;re aware of his experience dealing with the Upside Down.</p><p>I imagine anything leaving Russia, let alone an area with a high-security military installation, for America would be subject to search. Hiding the message in the guise of something sent as a gift would be a way to keep anyone from noticing it.</p><p>If I had to guess, this package changed hands a number of times before it was sent to Joyce. We know there&rsquo;s probably a sympathetic guard in the prison who helps Hopper. He might get Hopper&rsquo;s message out to that smuggler guy. He&rsquo;d have the best chance of getting it into America.</p>
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Question: <p>I wonder if "help him secure money" means he&rsquo;s literally asking for her own money or if he has a more complicated plan to get this money.</p>
Answer: <p>So, this is in response to earlier today before all the fun interview stuff hit the internet.</p><p>I can&rsquo;t imagine why Hopper thinks Joyce could help him get money. Unless he named her a beneficiary on his life insurance, he should expect her to be just as poor as before. Maybe he was just counting on her finding a way since there&rsquo;s nobody else he&rsquo;d trust as much as he trusts her. Still, it seems like a strange way to try to get out of a Russian prison camp, let alone one so secure that it houses a demogorgon.</p><p>Something to note: the package has Joyce&rsquo;s new address on it. You can just make out the &ldquo;ILLS, C&rdquo; of LENORA HILLS, CA on the left of the screen.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="562" data-orig-width="1211"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6a88c192960a4dd9bfb0b993682bcf66/c8c798dcf3405df5-eb/s640x960/53f3015446f0f2cde98fd30cae3a1273e25a3661.png" data-orig-height="562" data-orig-width="1211"/></figure></div><p>This was not something that was forwarded from her old address. Phone books are a thing in the 80s, but how would Hopper or accomplice inside the prison camp have access to one?</p><p>It could just be an oversight, but nobody in Russia should know where Joyce lives. It looks like something is going on. Just how many people are watching the Byers home?</p>
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Question: <p>What do you feel about the take that will is just maturing slower than his friends or is asexual/aromantic. As someone who is both I can relate to that. It does feel like his arc has themes of missing your childhood or being left behind. He missed those tween years because of his trauma and all and now everyone&rsquo;s moving on</p>
Answer: <p>There&rsquo;s nothing wrong with that idea, but they just haven&rsquo;t really set it up that way, as far as I can see. They&rsquo;ve gone out of their way to show that it&rsquo;s specifically Mike getting a girlfriend, one with a lot of parallels to Will, that bothers him. If they didn&rsquo;t go through the trouble to do that, then I&rsquo;d be much more open to what you&rsquo;re suggesting here.</p><p>Has it occurred to anyone that Will&rsquo;s trauma and losing his childhood may be the reason why he&rsquo;s having so much trouble realizing that he&rsquo;s gay? In the 80s, it would mostly start as a recognition that he doesn&rsquo;t like girls. It&rsquo;s easy enough to think he&rsquo;s just a late bloomer because that&rsquo;s how it seemed sometimes. </p><p>The gay realization was a lot harder back before anyone knew real gay people. In <i>Rebel Robin</i>, out titular heroine simply thought she admired Tammy before someone found something she wrote about her and commented on how romantic it was. There simply wasn&rsquo;t a frame of reference for her to even consider it. Before that, she just assumed that none of the boys in Hawkins interested her.</p><p>Things may not be perfect now, but I&rsquo;m so glad that we&rsquo;re at least in a time now where kids growing up can at least be aware that it&rsquo;s not as simple as boy meets girl, boy loves girl.</p>
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Question: <p>hey! I just wanted to tell you that in the last few months your blog has always given me a lot of hope on the possibility that byler could really happen, I know it's a bit sad moment for us bylers but we mustn't give up! nothing is said yet, nothing is 100% confirmed, even I admit to being doubtful but let's hope until the last, all the proofs, the parallels cannot be thrown at random,I don't believe it!</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you. I&rsquo;m glad I&rsquo;ve been able to be a source of positivity for you. </p><p>I lost my mind a little earlier today, but I&rsquo;m better now. </p><p>Let my freak out be a lesson to everyone. When we are in a state of high emotion, we are prone to not think things through like we normally would. I usually would take the time to take things in and think about them before posting. I did not do that earlier today.</p><p>Sometimes the counselor needs a counselor, unfortunately.</p>
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Question: <p>Am I able to ask, respectfully, how it would be queerbaiting if Mike and Will do not end up together? I don't keep up with the show as much as I used to, but has anyone including the writers or the cast members ever talked about the two of them together while advertising that there may be something more than friendship between them? Does the show do that in their marketing at all?</p>
Answer: <p>It may not be baiting in the traditional sense, but the show has gone out of its way to parallel Mike&rsquo;s relationships with both El and Will. The fact that they are now trying to draw attention to Will being a third wheel makes it obvious to me that we were meant to notice this all along.</p>
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Question: <p>Why is Will thirdwheeling again. Just. Why. There&rsquo;s literally no reason. I&rsquo;m okay with Byler not happening, Mike being super in love with El and all that, just let the boy actually have a meaningful storyline. Why should he go through that again? What&rsquo;s the purpose??? I&rsquo;m hella confused</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, because it never got resolved last season. Not much did get resolved last season, really. A lot of issues were raised, only for circumstances to push everyone back into the status quo.</p><p>I guess that was the point. I wonder if they&rsquo;d have done things differently if they knew it&rsquo;d be three years before we saw these characters again.</p>
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Question: <p>i'm not the same anon but heres a turtle emoji -&gt; &#128034; </p><p>i hope your day gets better &lt;3</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m home now, so it&rsquo;s already better.</p><p>Even counselors need help sometimes.</p><p>Thank you for the turtle! Who doesn&rsquo;t love turtles?</p>
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Question: <p>el created the upside down when she was supposed to die the first season? that would just mean they are terrible writers with no overarching long term plan and are throwing whatever at the big star of the show &hellip;</p>
Answer: <p>El creating the Upside Down makes no logical sense. There was another interview by the production designer. He was talking about how they create the looks of everything. He said a lot of the work going into the design for Vecna was based on the fact that he&rsquo;s been in the Upside Down for 20 years.</p><p>I have no issues with El tapping into it. She has powerful psychic abilities. The fact that she made contact with something in it does require a bit of explanation, but I can go along with it. I&rsquo;ve always been fine with the idea that she inadvertently created a gateway between the Upside Down and the real world by making contact and revealing the way to something on the inside.</p><p>Her creating it, on the other hand? That&rsquo;s ridiculous. She was able to create a shadow version of a world she never actually witnessed? Dark, twisted versions of Hawkins (and beyond, apparently), complete with homes, furniture, and vehicles, were created by El? Even as an accident, there&rsquo;s little that can be done to justify that. </p><p>Maybe it&rsquo;s not a world of Will&rsquo;s dark thoughts like I originally envisioned, but there should be something more to it than El creating it. </p>
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Question: <p>ok seeing you of all people being shook and starting to doubt has seriously thrown me&hellip; I am now super sad. I am debating skipping the season and ditching the show altogether. I am tired of being queerbaited, don&rsquo;t wanna sit through it again. don&rsquo;t wanna watch a gay character be sad and gay and pining over someone only to get rejected and the het teens be propped up. pass. it&rsquo;s 2022. don&rsquo;t wanna support that shit anymore</p>
Answer: <p>Alright, deep breaths. In &amp; Out. In &amp; Out.</p><p>Count to ten. </p><p>Ok, ready.</p><p>I apologize. It was a very rough day at work today. One of the kids was extremely emotional, and, for an empath like me, that can have a profound impact on my mood. I was definitely <i>not </i>in my best, most logical, frame of mind when I was checking this stuff out.</p><p>I do have a big fear of being queerbaited, or simply even just having a gay character, particularly a gay teen, end up sad and alone or with some token, undeveloped love interest. That&rsquo;s a personal issue of mine that has, understandably, influenced my reception to certain things about media, including Stranger Things.</p><p>I want to look at what we&rsquo;ve had lately in a more rationale way, though.</p><p>We&rsquo;ve had a bunch of interviews, at least one of which was actually done a while ago, but only now just printed. </p><p>In these interviews, Mike and El&rsquo;s relationship in season 4 is spoken about using some <i>very </i>interesting language. They are described as being &ldquo;married, with no possibility of divorce,&rdquo; &ldquo;they don&rsquo;t have a normal life and this is the way it is for them,&rdquo; and &ldquo;they haven&rsquo;t had anyone else to like.&rdquo; In another interview, Finn describes El like &ldquo;a piece of you that you can&rsquo;t get off of you&rdquo; and &ldquo;a leech.&rdquo; It was said jokingly, but it&rsquo;s a very odd turn of phrase. None of it sounds romantic, regardless of how often either of them claim Mike and El are in love.</p><p>It sounds like they&rsquo;re just resigned to each other, as if there simply isn&rsquo;t any other option. They could only ever have each other.</p><p>This makes their goodbye scene in season 3 make a lot more sense, actually. El, feeling everything falling apart, reaches back for Mike in a way that surprises him. He clearly wasn&rsquo;t expecting it, and, in fact, didn&rsquo;t appear to want it. His freakout can now be explained in a different way.</p><p>&ldquo;Oh, shit. She says she loves me, too. What the hell do I do now?&rdquo;</p><p>Mike can&rsquo;t break up with her. She&rsquo;d be devastated. He&rsquo;s all she has, and she already lost Hopper. I don&rsquo;t know if Mike had any gay revelation at that point anymore, but I do think he realized how utterly screwed he was. He cares far too much for El to hurt her, and so he now feel like he&rsquo;s, well, stuck. He screwed up by saying he loved her in the first place, something she was never meant to hear.</p><p>Now he comes to visit. El is very excited, possibly the happiest she&rsquo;s been since she left. What&rsquo;s Mike to do? In his mind, he has no choice but to do the expected thing. He&rsquo;s going to be the good boyfriend to her, giving her whatever it is that need needs.</p><p>His and El&rsquo;s relationship is already just like his parents&rsquo; relationship. One can assume that Karen and Ted loved each other, or at least though they did, at one point. The problem was that neither one ever took the step of recognizing the relationship was never meant to be. Nancy noticed it with Steve, so she ended it. Steve was broken up, as he really did like her, but he got over it, even learning to appreciate Nancy in a non-romantic way.</p><p>Mike hasn&rsquo;t learned this. Yet.</p><p>We know that Jonathan and Mike will have some moments together. Finn had mentioned that he shared a lot of scenes with Charlie (obviously) and that people would be checking up on Mike. It&rsquo;s reasonable to think that Jonathan might have a man-to-man with Mike. Jonathan is aware that Karen and Ted are miserable together. Nancy told him all about it. I think Jonathan might pick up on something being wrong, and he might be able to get things out of Mike that he&rsquo;s not willing to say to anyone else.</p><p>Jonathan is also El&rsquo;s big brother now. He doesn&rsquo;t want to see El get hurt. Unfortunately, unbeknownst to Mike, she&rsquo;s more likely to be hurt in the long term by being in an empty relationship than she is by being set free. </p><p>Regardless of what happens with Mike and Will, the situation with Mike and El needs to be resolved. They do not appear to be in love. El feels like she has no other option, and Mike is so afraid of hurting her that he&rsquo;s going to just go along with it. He might be dealing with some other stuff, yes, but that would just be in addition to him feeling obligated to being with El.</p><p>It&rsquo;s a very sad situation, actually, but it can all work out for the best with the one thing that Mike has been bad at.</p><p>Honesty.</p><p>Stop lying, Mike.</p><p>As for the whole situation with Will, well&hellip;</p><p>He was twice described as being a third wheel to Mike and El in Noah&rsquo;s newest interview. That&rsquo;s not terribly unusual in and of itself. In fact, it really does go along with what we saw in the trailer. What makes me think is the fact that Noah brought it up the second time when asked about Will&rsquo;s own chances at romance. This is an unforced reference. He answered by mentioning it&rsquo;s the same old Will, always struggling to find a relationship. When did Will ever seem to do that? He says we see that, referring to him struggling to find a relationship, by him third wheeling. That makes little sense, even from a teenager. He linked the two situations together.</p><p>Yes, if one struggles to find a relationship, they may end up being stuck as a third wheel. However, we&rsquo;ve <i>never </i>seen Will pursue a relationship. Not in any explicit manner, anyway. If we combine this with that fact that he&rsquo;s &ldquo;struggling to find himself,&rdquo; then we see a clearer picture.</p><p>Will is realizing he&rsquo;s gay. He may have had the feelings all along, but this might be the start to him actually be aware of what it is. Being a third wheel is never fun, but for Will it will be particularly rough because he will realize, maybe for the first time, maybe not, that the one he wants is already taken. It&rsquo;s only ever been Mike having a girlfriend that has bothered him. </p><p>So, yeah, a mild freakout earlier caused by a rough day at work. Now that I&rsquo;m home and calm, I&rsquo;m able to look at this information more rationally. What we hear from them still does fit the narrative. I can&rsquo;t say with any certainty anymore that I know where they&rsquo;re going with it, but they haven&rsquo;t broken the narrative, yet. Not yet, anyway.</p>
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Question: <p>vecna is probably the first number</p>
Answer: <p>Doesn&rsquo;t that seem awfully predictable and cliche to anyone else? If they do that then at least let there be some strange nuance to it.</p>
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Question: <p>I gotta say the vibes of these interviews are just weird&hellip;especially relating to Mike/Will/El. Why the fuck are all the Mileven bits strangely depressing and negative while being sold as positive? Why the hell is Noah being asked about romance and saying he&rsquo;s a third wheel to Mike and El?? The fuck? The answers they&rsquo;re giving are so weird. And I have to come back to Mileven because who describes the main (loved by most fans and locals) het ship as a &ldquo;couple who can&rsquo;t divorce&rdquo;, &ldquo;indebted&rdquo;, and &ldquo;a leech you can&rsquo;t shake off&rdquo; like what the actual fuck lmao</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s as intriguing as it is frustrating.</p><p>I suppose the main thing to keep in mind who the intended audience for the interviews probably is. </p><p>It&rsquo;s probably not for fans like us who have been watching things like hawks. It&rsquo;s probably more for fans who haven&rsquo;t even thought about Stranger Things for two years. They essentially need to be brought up to speed with what the expectations are meant to be.</p>
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Question: <p>The more weird interview sound bites I read the more I feel like they&rsquo;re holding a lot back. I&rsquo;m usually not one for the &ldquo;misdirect&rdquo; thing but somehow this feels even more off than what they said before S3 came out. It just feels very contrived and strange (lol).</p>
Answer: <p>I agree. The more they double down on things like they have been, the more forced it feels.</p><p>The thing is, I can&rsquo;t see them outright lying. Misdirection and ambiguity is one thing, but lying is another. The trick is going to be finding what the truth is among the showy language. They&rsquo;re trying to say a lot without saying a lot, it you know what I mean.</p>
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Question: <p>Hey, have you ever heard of the Disney show Andi Mack? It aired a few years ago, and had an out middle schooler named Cyrus. He ended up with TJ in the last ever episode&#9785;&#65039;, and the audience never got to see them as a couple- just the lead up. I mean cute lead up and representation, but a little unsatisfying. I bring this up because it&rsquo;s looking like it&rsquo;s possible Byler&rsquo;s storyline might go this route as well. Would that be good enough for you, or would you want more time with them together?</p>
Answer: <p>I am aware of it, though I&rsquo;ve never seen it. </p><p>That is the sort of thing that some entertainment producers, particularly those aimed at kids, try to do to sort of have it both ways. They want to get brownie points with the LGBT community, but they also don&rsquo;t want to piss off the sorts of people who would be all up in arms about something like that. </p><p>It&rsquo;s honestly insulting. It shows they want gay money, but they&rsquo;re not willing to do anything meaningful to get it. &ldquo;See, they were gay all along. Now give us your appreciation so we can get good PR.&rdquo;</p><p>Let me guess, the most the audience got from them was a hug or something, even though straight couples were shown kissing?</p>
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Question: <p>What do you think about the new article saying Eleven created the Upside Down? This definitely makes me think they&rsquo;re leading up to Will not having powers. I mean at least not powers like kids from the lab. I dunno. I feel like I&rsquo;ve misinterpreted everything. :(</p>
Answer: <p>I didn&rsquo;t see that. Did it really say that? Why would they even reveal that in an interview?</p><p>If they really went they way, then I might be done with the show. That seems extreme, I realize, but I&rsquo;d be at my limit. El can be such a great character when done right, but they just keep upping the ante for her. They&rsquo;re already risking her being so powerful that she becomes boring. We don&rsquo;t also need her to be the cause and solution to absolutely everything we&rsquo;ve seen so far.</p><p>I didn&rsquo;t see what you&rsquo;re referring to, though, so I hope you&rsquo;re misinterpreting. Especially since they&rsquo;ve already suggested that Vecna has been in the Upside Down for 20 years or so.</p>
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Question: <p>Not only am I worried about Byler but Lumax too ... it seems that their relationship unlike Mileven has ended, if I'm not mistaken the actor who plays Lucas described it as if their friendship was more important than their intimacy. ..</p>
Answer: <p>Well, I honestly wouldn&rsquo;t have expected them to last, really. If they break up, and stay as friends, then it&rsquo;s already a more realistic and healthy relationship than Mike and El.</p><p>They would have dated, failed (several times) at being in a romantic relationship, and found a way to transition to a healthy, deep friendship. That&rsquo;s the idea when a relationship just isn&rsquo;t working, to be honest. </p><p>Forcing a relationship, when it isn&rsquo;t working, out of obligation, expectation, or a fear of being alone is how Ted and Karen ended up with the marriage they have. Would we want that for any of the other characters?</p>
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Question: <p>What do you think about the new article saying Eleven created the Upside Down? This definitely makes me think they&rsquo;re leading up to Will not having powers. I mean at least not powers like kids from the lab. I dunno. I feel like I&rsquo;ve misinterpreted everything. :(</p>
Answer: <p>I didn&rsquo;t see that. Did it really say that? Why would they even reveal that in an interview?</p><p>If they really went they way, then I might be done with the show. That seems extreme, I realize, but I&rsquo;d be at my limit. El can be such a great character when done right, but they just keep upping the ante for her. They&rsquo;re already risking her being so powerful that she becomes boring. We don&rsquo;t also need her to be the cause and solution to absolutely everything we&rsquo;ve seen so far.</p><p>I didn&rsquo;t see what you&rsquo;re referring to, though, so I hope you&rsquo;re misinterpreting. Especially since they&rsquo;ve already suggested that Vecna has been in the Upside Down for 20 years or so.</p>
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Question: <p>What if &ldquo;let&rsquo;s start a new party you and me&rdquo; is referred to Eleven and Mike?</p>
Answer: <p>That would be an absolute gut punch. I can only imagine that Will would overhear it, too.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not saying it has to be a Mike and Will line, but the whole &ldquo;what if you want to join another party&rdquo; thing makes this seem like such an obvious callback. </p><p>I know I&rsquo;ve theorized a lot in the past that Mike has his feelings for El and Will mixed up, and has for quite some time. So this could at least make sense as a symptom of that. However, how much can Mike do to Will before it&rsquo;s too much to come back from? Granted, Will is probably going to avoid the issue a lot, as he tends to do, but even Mike shouldn&rsquo;t be this oblivious.</p>
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Question: <p>I can&rsquo;t believe the quote Finn gave in the second question of the BTS article that I just saw&#128514;(Under Finn Wolfhard is MIKE). What&rsquo;s happening with Eleven and Mike&rsquo;s relationship? &ldquo;Well&hellip;I don&rsquo;t know. These characters are growing up and it&rsquo;s like having a piece of you that you can&rsquo;t really get off of you (laughs). It&rsquo;s like a leech that you have to peel off (laughs)&rdquo;. He continues, but that part makes me feel better.</p>
Answer: <p>I did notice that. He seemed to play it off as a joke, but he still said it.</p><p>I dunno. I don&rsquo;t think I even know what to think right now. If they just keep Mike and El together then it flies in the face of everything this show seemed to stand for. Mike will have resigned himself to a relationship that was unfulfilling, like his mother did, and El would have stopped trying to figure herself out by sticking with Mike when things got hard.</p>
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Question: <p>What is your definition of &lsquo;meaningful&rsquo; for Will? Like say  Byler doesn&rsquo;t come to pass but they still explore Will&rsquo;a sexuality? Is that meaningful enough? Or if they give him something else to do plot wise that has nothing to do with relationships? Just curious. </p><p>I&rsquo;m wondering what role, if any, he&rsquo;ll play too. Because I&rsquo;m guessing Mike will drive the search for Eleven with Johnathan as the &lsquo;second&rsquo; and Agyle as the comic relief. So where *Does* that leave Will? :( </p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t think it would be enough, no. They&rsquo;ve already set up that he likes Mike, and that&rsquo;s why being a third wheel is so bad for him. Having him realizing he&rsquo;s gay because of it is all fine and good, but if he ends up having to let go of Mike then it sends a very negative message that gay teens have to watch the people they love with someone else. It&rsquo;s like what Robin had to do with Tammy, only Robin didn&rsquo;t really know Tammy like Will knows Mike.</p><p>It&rsquo;s concerning, though, because they seem to be setting up Will to no longer have any real involvement with the supernatural stuff. This is all he has, and it&rsquo;s such a depressing, hopeless concept. &ldquo;Get used to heartbreak, gay kids, because the person you know and love more then anything will never see you that way.&rdquo; </p><p>What worries me even more is that they pull the whole &ldquo;don&rsquo;t worry, we can still be friends&rdquo; thing with Mike. That only really would serve to make Mike look good in his acceptance and gentle rejection. </p><p>They never should have built up Mike and Will in the first place if it was only meant for Will to realize he was gay and eventually move on from Mike. And they never should have pigeonholed Will into the role of sad gay kid if he was going to be reduced to that role because there wasn&rsquo;t room for him in the main plot anymore.</p><p>I won&rsquo;t lie. I&rsquo;m worried that they&rsquo;ll give Vickie to Robin as a way to show that they have good LGBT representation. I like the idea and all, but it would still be a matter of them creating a small role character just to have representation. </p><p>Christ&hellip;.I&rsquo;m actually worried now. I know that all of this stuff is probably full of misdirection, but I&rsquo;m still worried.</p>
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Question: <p>they still refuse to say who vecna is in the article. what do you think of this ?</p>
Answer: <p>I think it&rsquo;s to be expected that they don&rsquo;t say so. I imagine that&rsquo;s going to be a big reveal.</p>
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Question: <p>Have you seen the new BTS pics from ST4? Will looks so pissed .. </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;ve seen some. I don&rsquo;t know that I&rsquo;ve seen everything. I saw some images from the interviews, too.</p><p>All I&rsquo;ll say is that, if they really do reduce Will to nothing but a third wheel, I might be done with Stranger Things. There&rsquo;s still plenty of room for them to do something meaningful with it (you all know what I mean), but it&rsquo;s enough to get me nervous.</p>
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Question: <p>Perhaps this is far fetched, but if Owens is responsible for moving the Byers I wonder if he went through the trouble to have their names changed and a cover story made. I can't remember if Joyce was thinking about moving anyway or if after Starcourt and on top of everything he approached her off screen and she thought it would be for the best? maybe a mix. Even with the 3 month time skip it felt like it all happened very fast. It may be too complicated a plot point, but still interesting.</p>
Answer: <p>She was already thinking about moving because Hopper tried to talk her out of it. She considered staying, but then he &ldquo;died,&rdquo; and, well&hellip;</p><p>I figured Owens had to have a hand in her moving. The house in Hawkins wouldn&rsquo;t be worth very much, and, I doubt it would have been easy to find a buyer, anyway. Plus, like you said, it happened rather quickly.</p><p>I doubt they have a cover story or false name, though. If they were going to go through that kind of trouble, they&rsquo;d also have to sever any connections they had to Hawkins. This would mean not letting Mike, or anyone else, know where they were going. It&rsquo;d essentially be like the Witness Protection Program.</p>
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Question: <p>Yes, the Brazilian version did translate to the femine form of superhero. I believe spanish speaking countries did this also? Idk which countries but i remember more gendered languages doing it. Since It was more than one place i didnt consider the possibility of being a error but it could as well be. I'm not super updated so didnt see anything else about that.</p><p>I'll say that a trailer has to be more consistent tho, also because is way closer to the release, and its possible the translation teams already have acess to at least some parts of the episodes, because they also have to dub it. But i wouldnt be super shocked if It was a mistake on their part. </p><p>Always good to take promotional things with a grain of salt. Either way, fun to theorize haha</p>
Answer: <p>Fun to theorize, yes, though we&rsquo;re often looked down upon by people who somehow have access to real information.</p><p>Of course, I&rsquo;m also driving myself mad with the theories, too. </p><p>I desperately need new content. Then I can get back to what I do best: character analyses with a psychological perspective. I&rsquo;m not cut out for this prediction stuff.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi, i saw some speculation that Vecna may be adressing more than one person in the trailer. I want to add that the BR portuguese subtitles in the trailer use plural form of you ("voc&ecirc;s"). When i first saw the trailer i imagined that he could be talking at a big confrontation near the end, to everyone. Or maybe who knows, the teens in the UD. But definitly at least two people</p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s an interesting bit of information. I had previously suspected that the lines we hear from him in the trailer aren&rsquo;t all from the same conversation, so they could be directed at different people. I didn&rsquo;t suspect that he might be addressing a group, though. Thanks for the information.</p><p>I&rsquo;d still be wary, though. Wasn&rsquo;t it the Brazilian episode reveal that translated The Monster &amp; The Superhero in a way that suggested the Superhero was female (heroine)? I think I saw somewhere that it was an error, though I&rsquo;m not entirely sure.</p>
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Question: <div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="667" data-orig-width="1284"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/50c13bb5c93f97cf3df9e522bd061029/24d28e54be768cbd-eb/s640x960/d82d1ce93bac085cde5e1c46504ef65c97989dc7.jpg" data-orig-height="667" data-orig-width="1284"></figure></div><p>just noticed this in @netflixgeeked&rsquo;s bio on instagram. &ldquo;welcome to our worlds&rdquo; &ndash; i think that&rsquo;s interesting&hellip;</p><p>what do you think? </p>
Answer: <p>Hm, did it not say that before? I can see &ldquo;welcome to our worlds&rdquo; being used as a fun way of referring to all the different shows and movies on Netflix.</p><p>I mean, there&rsquo;s already the &ldquo;real world&rdquo; and the Upside Down, so it could just be referring to that. It&rsquo;d be weird, in my opinion, if this account dropped a hint that the official Stranger Things channels didn&rsquo;t.</p><p>As tempting as it is to get all excited at the prospects of multiple worlds in season 4, I&rsquo;m going to be very cautious with something like this.</p>
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Question: <p>You know, I do believe Will has powers. And I do believe they're gonna show it. And yes, I also think it's going to be a big thing. People seem to forget that there's two volumes. And all the stuff we saw in that trailer is volume 1 material. Remember, season 4 is twice as long (~16 hours in total). There's still more than enough room for Will to discover and explore his powers, to be important as a character in general and for all these things to work well in volume 2. And beyond. </p>
Answer: <blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>For Will&rsquo;s role in the supernatural side of this seasons conflict, the watch could fit in with the clock vecna has alluding to Will having some sort of semi unique connection with him or it has something to do with alarms and sleep&hellip;.. honestly imo one of Will&rsquo;s biggest strengths against the upside down is how damn pragmatic the kid can be in life or dear situations and I&rsquo;d really like to see that expanded on with whatever the Cali gang is up to</p></blockquote><p>I&rsquo;m going to throw these two Asks together since they cover the same topic.</p><p>I do have to keep reminding myself that we really only know anything about Volume 1. While we don&rsquo;t know exactly where it ends, we can probably assume it&rsquo;s after episode 4 or 5. You&rsquo;re right that they would have time to at least introduce him having powers by the time we reach the end of the season. I would imagine, though, that if they do go with him having powers, the reveal would be near the end of the season. Season 5 would then be about him learning to use his powers, so he can help end things once and for all. It would be a sort of bookend after everything having started with him in season 1, episode 1.</p><p>It&rsquo;s possible there&rsquo;s some connection between Vecna&rsquo;s clock and Will&rsquo;s watch, I suppose. They&rsquo;re both timepieces, one older and mechanical, the other more modern and electronic. Perhaps there is a significance to the clock that Will is able to figure out, though I don&rsquo;t even know when they make it to Hawkins. </p><p>If the clock is signifying a countdown of some sort, then I suppose Will might be able to figure it out. He&rsquo;s worked in code before, and he did a project on Alan Turing. I&rsquo;d like there to be more to Will than that, though. They&rsquo;ve really given us few hints as to what Will could bring to the table next season. All we have to go on is what he&rsquo;s done before.</p><p>Seasons 1 &amp; 2 do tell us how clever, brave, pragmatic, and strong-willed he is, though. He survived in the Upside Down for a week even though he was being hunted. He managed to send messages to his mom very soon after being stuck in there. He found a way to communicate through drawings when words failed him regarding the Mindflayer. He was able to use Morse code to tell the heroes how to stop the Mindflayer, despite probably know it might kill him. Will got the short end of the stick in season 3, where he was just a walking Detect Evil spell who was pining over Mike. As much as I feel that was intentional, and probably still needs to be touched on next season, I fear another season like that will just convince casual fans that he&rsquo;s The Load (see TVTropes for a description).</p><p>I want to circle back to the whole watch thing, actually. For those of you who don&rsquo;t know, the Funko Pop (and whatever the name of the other figures are) for Will in season 4 has him reaching for his watch.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="510" data-orig-width="315"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1e7464788b01d6880bc61c40eda6f4b4/eec066de58ce20eb-0b/s640x960/1bb509ee775d57204f61ae0b967dc0b081e3c931.jpg" data-orig-height="510" data-orig-width="315"/></figure></div><figure data-orig-height="308" data-orig-width="139"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/eb0655460ec3a431389a33868488fd4b/eec066de58ce20eb-50/s640x960/7d67367c4dc3558b9d73d190a764c423568c5441.jpg" data-orig-height="308" data-orig-width="139"/></figure><p>It&rsquo;s probably a stretch, but the left wrist is where El, and presumably the other subjects, have their number tattoos. I no longer believe that Will is the person in front of the burning car (probably part of a Vecna trance, if I had to guess), I still like the idea I had for what could happen if it were Will. I had written a little scenario for it, but all that really matters is that Will&rsquo;s watch would blink 12:00 after using his powers for the first time.</p><p>With something involving his watch seeming to be of some import, maybe they could still do something like this. Even if it isn&rsquo;t directly linked to him manifesting powers, perhaps it could still be used as a type of foreshadowing. It could be something as simple as his watch breaking, so, no matter how often he tries to set the time, it keeps resetting to a blinking 12:00. Bonus points if he&rsquo;s the only one whose watch messes up, or at least is the only one shown.</p><p>Even if nothing like that is going to happen, please, oh please, don&rsquo;t let Will be reduced to something like the official timekeeper of the Pizza Party. </p>
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Question: <p>Maybe Will is gonna be friendzoned by Mike and then he will find another boyfriend for example Fred o Eddie idk</p>
Answer: <p>Ah, yes, let&rsquo;s just give the gay kid someone he&rsquo;s never even met before.</p><p>I can see some realism in Will getting friend zoned, but that story has been done time and time again. At one time, it was really the best outcome we could hope for with a gay character. However, all it ever really does is serve to make the straight guy look good by letting the gay guy down nicely and remaining his friend. </p>
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Question: <p>Does anyone else think this rainbow room scene seems kind of like a retcon? S1 clearly showed that El hurting the security guys in self-defense was the first time she'd been able to harm another. It was a breakthrough for Brenner, after the cat. But it seemed like she broke out soon after that, prompted by what happened in the tank. And she doesn't act like she just killed a bunch of kids. Brenner doesn't seem afraid of her either. He even looks surprised when she flips the van. IDK.</p>
Answer: <p>It does seem to clash with what we know. I can see a couple of possibilities, though.</p><p>1) El&rsquo;s memories were repressed because of what happened that day.</p><p>2) El isn&rsquo;t responsible for the massacre, but she may be manipulated into thinking she was.</p><p>3) A little of both, El stopped the massacre, though too late, and is later manipulated into thinking she did it.</p><p>El feeling immense guilt from what happened could cause her to repress or dissociate from the memory. As a result, she&rsquo;d become averse to violence even if she&rsquo;s still fully capable of it. Brenner trying to get her to harm a cat would be in line with him trying to turn her into a weapon since he&rsquo;d already know she could do it.</p>
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Question: <p>Maybe the comedic part is Will being friendzoned in front of Eleven Jonatan and arglye,it would be so funny &#128514; and everyone would be like &ldquo;WTF is he gay?&rdquo; Eleven wouldn&rsquo;t even know what that means &#128514;</p>
Answer: <p>I would like you to clarify what you&rsquo;re saying here. It sounds like you&rsquo;re saying Will being humiliated in front of his family would be hilarious to you.</p><p>There&rsquo;s nothing funny about a gay kid getting rejected, especially when he thinks the object of his affection just might like him back.</p><p>I can go along with El being confused as to what gay is being funny. There&rsquo;s a lot of potential room for lighthearted misunderstandings, especially if she were to look the word up and see that it means happy. If Will were to be in a bad mood, El could say something like &ldquo;Will isn&rsquo;t feeling very gay right now.&rdquo; It sounds sort of forced, though.</p><p>Anyway, I still don&rsquo;t see how there would be much time for humor considering El seems to get into some trouble rather soon after Mike arrives.</p>
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Question: <p>I'm curious now, knowing her account has been deleted, what Martina's leaks were. Do you have a screenshot of them? Or do you possibly remember them that you could write them down? thanks, hope ur well &lt;3</p>
Answer: <p>I did not take screenshots, no. I didn&rsquo;t really see a point since I assumed they were fake to begin with.</p><p>Still, some of it was interesting, so I&rsquo;ll put what I remember here for entertainment purposes.</p><p>The Russian prison is between the real world and the Upside Down. I&rsquo;m not entirely sure what that means, but it&rsquo;s an interesting concept.</p><p>Mike is depressed, but not talking to anyone about it. He&rsquo;s aloof with El, and it leads to an argument between him and Will, who goes into protective brother mode. </p><p>Karen is going through a story involving divorce. This would seem to be a natural followup to her existing development.</p><p>Will hears a noise in the school bathroom, triggering PTSD and giving him a vision of Vecna. I think this one is based on something from a Monopoly card, which likely is a moment for Chrissy, but it&rsquo;d still be a neat thing for Will.</p><p>Brenner causes El to see a memory of a very young Will being brought to the Lab by Lonnie in exchange for money. This one would be very hard to explain, but, again, would be interesting.</p><p>I think there was also a bit about the Hawkins crew that we really already knew from other sources. She probably put it in there to have some credibility. I won&rsquo;t mention any of it here in case people don&rsquo;t want to be spoiled since that stuff is almost certainly real.</p>
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Question: <p>Maybe Will is gonna be friendzoned by Mike and then he will find another boyfriend for example Fred o Eddie idk</p>
Answer: <p>Ah, yes, let&rsquo;s just give the gay kid someone he&rsquo;s never even met before.</p><p>I can see some realism in Will getting friend zoned, but that story has been done time and time again. At one time, it was really the best outcome we could hope for with a gay character. However, all it ever really does is serve to make the straight guy look good by letting the gay guy down nicely and remaining his friend. </p>
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Question: <p>HEEEY i just saw they removed Martina&rsquo;account from Twitter&hellip; what if the leaks werr true?&#128064; THEY SOUNDED SO GOOD</p>
Answer: <p>Unlikely. What probably happened was she got caught in a lie and deleted the account.</p><p>I agree that some of the stuff there was creative and entertaining. Some of it clashed with what we know, though.</p>
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Question: <p>mike has the same watch as marty mcfly, do you think that means anything?</p>
Answer: <p>Does it mean something? What, like that he travels back in time to the 50s to stop all this Upside Down business before it starts, preventing everything from happening in the first place and coming back to see he suddenly has a much improved family at home?</p><p>No, no, I don&rsquo;t think so. If anything, it just means he&rsquo;s the Marty of this story, just like he&rsquo;s the Eliot: a regular kid in over his head who finds himself in a crazy situation.</p>
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Question: <p>Wait - did you lose hope in Byler endgame too ? I does it just seem like you did ? :( </p>
Answer: <p>I wouldn&rsquo;t say that. I was always around 90ish% sure, so there&rsquo;s always been that small other part that thinks it&rsquo;s not going to happen. There&rsquo;s a tiny fear that they&rsquo;re going to make it one-sided, having Will misinterpreting Mike&rsquo;s actions. I&rsquo;m confident enough that the Duffers are better than that, though.</p><p>What I <i>am</i> starting to lose hope in is Will&rsquo;s role in the story. He&rsquo;s seeming less and less important to what&rsquo;s going on, and more and more like he was just some poor kid in the wrong place at the wrong time.</p>
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Question: <p>HEEEY i just saw they removed Martina&rsquo;account from Twitter&hellip; what if the leaks werr true?&#128064; THEY SOUNDED SO GOOD</p>
Answer: <p>Unlikely. What probably happened was she got caught in a lie and deleted the account.</p><p>I agree that some of the stuff there was creative and entertaining. Some of it clashed with what we know, though.</p>
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Question: <p>Besties, what is your theory on why the Hawkins gang will go to the Upside Down? I'm thinking it's a mission to save Max, kinda like Hopper and Joyce went there to get Will back.</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t have a detailed theory just yet. They could definitely be on a rescue mission. They could also be creating a distraction, or trying to infiltrate Vecna&rsquo;s lair to destroy him. Maybe he&rsquo;s keeping a horcrux in there? 😘😆</p><p>Whatever they&rsquo;re doing, Eddie doesn&rsquo;t seem to mind drawing attention to himself:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1033" data-orig-width="1440"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/bd384555ab49412b3be7666dd36203ca/b2b79b83cd3932c4-d8/s640x960/d85fa0b62098fde91e1e58837fac343af9374bcd.png" data-orig-height="1033" data-orig-width="1440"/></figure></div><p>What a hero! 😉</p>
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Question: <p>could you link the thing to you talking about wills watch?</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m not sure I understand what you mean. You want the link to the post? </p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/681919340450299904/since-ive-talked-about-wills-watch-today-i">https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/681919340450299904/since-ive-talked-about-wills-watch-today-i</a></p><p>If you want a link to the actual watch, then official information is lost to the ages. This watch was made in 1983, I think, so the company is long gone. </p><p>It&rsquo;s a Nelsonic Q*Bert Game Watch, though.</p>
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Question: <p>Not byler related but I saw your poste about Cobra kai and you are correct binary boyfriends would be impeccable</p>
Answer: <p>Indeed. </p><p>It&rsquo;s a pity that Binary Boyfriends is even more unlikely than Byler.</p><p>Demetri and Eli were given trophy girlfriends as rewards for being badasses. Neither girl has any real development, and neither one liked the boys when they were just unpopular nerds.</p><p>I suppose I should be happy that at least El is a developed character who exists as more than just Mike&rsquo;s girlfriend. I may think Mike and El don&rsquo;t make sense, but Demetri and Eli might as well be dating mannequins. They&rsquo;d be far better together with people who love them for them. It doesn&rsquo;t help that the actors keep joking about it, either.</p><p>Maybe I&rsquo;m just a sucker for the childhood friends to lovers trope.</p>
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Question: <p>Oh, that&rsquo;s a good answer, thank you. I never thought he wanted to flay El because of her powers, not kill her. It would indeed have been easy to kill her (just give Billy a gun, lol!). But at the same time , he said : "We&rsquo;re going to end you, we&rsquo;re going to end your friends, and then everyone"? </p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, or maybe it just wanted to finish &ldquo;consuming&rdquo; El. The Mindflayer creates his simulacrum bodies after capturing the real ones. They still seem to have a fragment of their own consciousness, though. Perhaps it&rsquo;s so he can effectively have them blend in with the rest of the town. They can&rsquo;t still be human bodies since they end up collapsing into goop when the Mindflayer decided to combine them all into that horrific amalgamation that attacked the cabin and the mall.</p><p>We don&rsquo;t know if Billy was a special case or not. He wasn&rsquo;t combined into the monster, and his body didn&rsquo;t visibly fall apart when he died.</p><p>The flayed in season 3 are essentially Juju Zombies, as mentioned in Will&rsquo;s campaign. The fact that D&amp;D essentially predicted the events of the season again is more than a little coincidental, but we can ignore that for now. Juju Zombies are stronger than normal zombies, and they retain their consciousness. They partially exist on the Negative Energy Plane (the Upside Down). They have a resistance to fire, but are immune to cold, so their discomfort, but ability to function, in hot environments helped offset the Mindflayer&rsquo;s main weakness. </p><p>Juju Zombies can be created in several ways, including a Create Undead spell by a powerful spellcaster or using Energy Drain to fully drain a living creature. Both are necromantic in nature. </p><p>I think Energy Drain is what was happening here. In addition to bolstering its own life and power, the Mindflayer was able to subjugate its victims, creating Juju Zombies.</p><p>This leaves a matter as to what happens to the life energy of the victims. The tentacle creature writhing around after being removed from El before rejoining the amalgamation suggests it was able to partially perform an Energy Drain. How El will regain her powers is unknown. The effects of an Energy Drain are reversible in D&amp;D, but can become permanent. </p><p>I think that the Mindflayer was able to use the collected life energy from its victims to become stronger. This may be how it is able to create a body (Vecna) to use in season 4. What of the consciousness of the victims, though? One of the season 4 films is <i>Nightmare on Elm Street 3: Dream Warriors</i>. I&rsquo;m not a big fan of the series, but I believe this is the one where Freddy reveals that he&rsquo;s been absorbing the souls of his victims, which made him stronger. If the Mindflayer is doing something like this, then it&rsquo;s reasonable to believe he would also get any powers the victim had. The more he consumes, the stronger he becomes (hence ending everyone).</p><p>As <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MRvvmp-_RCb0sq4asw2qXwg">@strangertheory</a> pointed out, the cosmos in D&amp;D are broken down into different planes. This has been adapted into Stranger Things.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="204" data-orig-width="325"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b1d70dc347823fd243478216922edaab/73838824e1803071-0d/s640x960/a850769047ee2313b910745ef3dc06737b58a8ae.jpg" data-orig-height="204" data-orig-width="325"/></figure></div><p>The Prime Material Plane would be the &ldquo;real&rdquo; world, while the Negative Material Plane (or Negative Energy Plane, Plane of Death)  would be the Upside Down. It stands to reason that we may also see a Positive Material Plane (or Positive Energy Plane/Plane of Life). This is what gets me intrigued, as the life-giving energies of that plane could be a means to restore what the Mindflayer steals. It also may feed into the apparent duality that&rsquo;s been hinted at with the references David Harbour previous to twins or the number 2. As a necromancer draws power from the Negative Plane, a Good-aligned Cleric draws from the Positive Plane.</p><p>Now, I&rsquo;m not saying that Will is going to be key to helping bring down the Mindflayer, but&hellip;</p><p>Well, who am I kidding. That&rsquo;s more or less what I&rsquo;m saying here.</p>
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Question: <p>So, you think Byler were trying to be alone together at the movies, or they weren't? Not the show. The characters. What's going on in their heads? Because Lumax are a row away but they're still there, and they don't need to be. Two friends could go to the movies alone. Byler never had a problem hanging out alone in s2. Seems like they both feel they can't do that anymore</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t think they were trying to be alone, but they still ended up like that. It was a friends&rsquo; outing, and Dustin probably would have been there too if he was home. I suppose El would have been there if she were allowed. I think it was just that they couldn&rsquo;t get four seats together since they were late. Max and Lucas would naturally take one pair of seats, conveniently leaving Mike and Will (and <b>only </b>Mike and Will) to take another pair of seats. </p><p>It might have been different if El or Dustin were there. The thing is, though, that they weren&rsquo;t there. The writers needed reasons for them to not be there, but the writers still made sure that it was a group of four who had to sit in two separate groups. It ended up feeling like a &ldquo;double date, but not really,&rdquo; and that feels intentional on the writers&rsquo; part. If it was just a friend thing, the writers could have given them four seats together, and if it was just so Max and Lucas could be alone, they would have spent some time on them. This scene ended up being mostly about Mike and Will, sitting together, away from their friends, at a movie. It&rsquo;s very contrived, but that only reinforces the idea that the writers wanted it to end up like this.</p><p>It feels like it was done to show that Mike was still paying attention to Will when they were alone. The question is whether Will said he was ok just because he tends to hide things or because he was flustered from Mike being all concerned for him. </p><p>It&rsquo;s all very different when they&rsquo;re in a group, as Mike seems to put on a performance with his relationship with El, but this scene seemed to show that alone they are still as close as ever. Their fight seems to change all this, as they become very awkward when alone together. The secure foundation that allowed them to be open with each other had been damaged. We see their honest feelings (as best as they understand them) come out in the fight, and they both end up hurt from it, so, after that, they hide their real feelings behind code, using things like D&amp;D and another Party as cover. </p><p>Then there&rsquo;s the physical distance, as someone had pointed out to me. In their fight, they&rsquo;re pretty close to each other, but in the donation box scene they are a considerable distance away, and neither one moves to get closer.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, byler

Post id: 681782931290783745
Date: 2022-04-17 12:34:30 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/681782931290783745
Slug: the-mf-angers-at-el-thru-billy-wasnt-indeed
Reblog key: nJCUTRkW
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>The MF anger&rsquo;s at El thru Billy wasn&rsquo;t indeed explained clearly. Like someone said, if it was about closing the gate in S2, we would see him trying to go after Joyce and Hopper in S4 but instead, he&rsquo;s going after random ppl (Vickie) and then Max, in Hawkins. After all, Billy couldn&rsquo;t do anything anyway the moment the Russian gate is closed, since it kills instantly any flayed creatures (that&rsquo;s why the Billy&rsquo;s storyline always looked like a subplot to me). I hope they&rsquo;ll explain better the Demorgogon/MF/Vecna&rsquo;s motivations this time.</p>
Answer: <p>My best guess is that El closing the Gate revealed the strength of her powers to the Mindflayer. It probably wanted those powers for itself at that point. It had ample opportunity to kill her at the Mall, but it appeared to want to flay her, instead. It ends up being a foolish decision, really. Maybe the plan was for it to flay El, then return her powers to her? This raises the question of whether Vecna will have powers similar to El now.</p><p>Small correction, I believe Vecna is going after Chrissy, not Vickie. I still don&rsquo;t think we&rsquo;ve even seen a glimpse of Vickie, yet. Him going after Max seems a bit too convenient for her to be a random victim. I think it will have something to do with her connection to Billy, which perhaps might end up being key to Vecna&rsquo;s downfall.</p>
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Question: <p>this might sound a little weird buuuut.. if byler does happen in ST4, what was the point of having any sort of relationship that was &ldquo;seemed&rdquo; as romantic with mike and el? i do ship byler but sometimes i lose hope:(</p>
Answer: <p>Part of it could just be a result of bringing El back after originally planning for her to have died. It would be normal for her to want to be back with Mike, especially after being in hiding, watching him from afar through the Void. </p><p>Mainly, though, it would be a rather believable turn of events. It was extremely common for young gay boys back then to date girls. Sometimes it was a matter of just doing what they were expected to do, and that was how they figured out they were different. Other times it was a more conscious decision in order to appear normal. In Mike&rsquo;s case, it might end up being a bit of both.</p><p>I still don&rsquo;t see Mike and El&rsquo;s relationship as healthy or romantic, though. Even by kid/teen standards, it&rsquo;s been defined by obsession, jealousy, and possessiveness. It has some signs of a codependent relationship, which is not healthy. It stems from El&rsquo;s upbringing and Mike&rsquo;s guilt. It&rsquo;s similar to the parent/child relationship she has with Hopper. Hopper/Mike feels the need to take care of her, and El essentially needs them to take care of her since she grew up in a Lab. With Mike and El, though, the empathy is being confused for romantic love. Notice how their relationship falls apart once Max encourages El to stop depending on Mike and do her own thing.</p>
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Question: <p> "Will&rsquo;s project seems to be focused on him being the&nbsp;&ldquo;Father of Computer Science,&rdquo; in what I hope is a hint as to the role Will might play this season."  What do you have in mind?</p>
Answer: <p>Well, it&rsquo;s more about what the Duffers have in mind, really.</p><p>What I meant by that, though, is that Will&rsquo;s role might be foreshadowed by his project.</p><p>Turing is perhaps most well-known for his role as a codebreaker during World War II. He managed to create devices that could accurately decipher the German Enigma code, which had stymied the Allies up until then.</p><p>He also devised the Turing Test, which was designed as a procedure to determine if a machine could be considered &ldquo;intelligent.&rdquo; It involved asking a machine questions, with the determination depending on if the person asking couldn&rsquo;t tell it apart from an actual human being.</p><p>I do not have the technical knowledge needed to properly convey this, but Turing is also highly responsible for computers becoming what they are today. He essentially created the first modern computers.</p><p>To me, it seems like Will may be getting set up to play a role involving any of the above skills. Him cracking a code would be amusing, considering the last code was broken by the only current officially known gay character. He might also talk to a computer, determining that it&rsquo;s not a human being, or perhaps just some other feat of computer prowess. </p><p>The only odd thing to me, though, is that Will never seemed to express any particular interest in computers before. Perhaps it was only because his family was too poor to afford one before. Still, though, he&rsquo;s only been gone for about 7 months or so. That&rsquo;s not much time to develop such skills. </p><p>What else did the Hawkins AV Club get into that we just never saw?</p>
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Question: <p>At the movies Lucas and Max are there too though, and that DEFINITELY feels like a buffer situation. If Will and Mike were doing this alone it would read so different. Basically it would be a date. But they turn it into a group hang instead. Yeah, it really is like they're trying to be together but not be ALONE together. Can't believe I never noticed that</p>
Answer: <p>Except Max and Lucas were not sitting with Mike and Will. They got there late, so I don&rsquo;t think they were all able to sit together, which I saw as a convenient way to get Mike and Will alone.</p>
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Question: <p>Was Nancy in season one the same age that Mike is now (15)? If that&rsquo;s true then I don&rsquo;t think Bylers have anything to worry about. He doesn&rsquo;t seem to have any interest in taking things that far (losing virginity). Also I can&rsquo;t really see, but it kind of looks like Mike is only grabbing onto the top of the back of El&rsquo;s hand. Maybe he just lost balance and tried not to fall, and they&rsquo;re going to have Will misinterpret.</p>
Answer: <p>Are people really worried about that? I see no need for a sexual situation to occur. With Nancy and Steve, I&rsquo;m not sure it wasn&rsquo;t even presented as being a good or romantic thing. I dunno, it&rsquo;s been a while since I watched season 1.</p><p>As to your question, no, Mike isn&rsquo;t the same age as Nancy in season 1. Assuming Nancy is a senior this year, that would mean that she was a sophomore in season 1. That would have had her at 15/16, depending on her birthday. By comparison, Mike is a freshman this year. He&rsquo;s 14, assuming that April 7 is his canon birthday. Will himself would only just be turning 15 when the season kicks off.</p><p>Yes, I&rsquo;m not terribly concerned about Mike and El holding hands. With the way he&rsquo;s holding her hand up, it really does look to be a balance thing. You&rsquo;re also right that it looks like his hand is just holding onto hers as opposed to their fingers being laced or cupped together.</p><p>Couples would normally be holding hands lower than that. Their hands would be interlocked, possibly swaying together a bit. I do agree with you that Will is probably going to misinterpret the situation, though, especially if Mike had told him that he and El weren&rsquo;t going out anymore.</p><p>It really does come off like a totally innocent thing, at least on Mike&rsquo;s part. It&rsquo;s like one of them doesn&rsquo;t know how to skate, so they&rsquo;re holding on to the other to be safely guided. That or Mike reached forward to grab her hand to keep her steady. Honestly, I can&rsquo;t tell who might be having the harder time. Mike seems to be gliding well enough, but he&rsquo;s also slightly behind her with a somewhat surprised and pleased look on his face. El seems a bit unsteady, but much more confident, though she might just be happy to be with Mike, especially if she&rsquo;s trying to show him off.</p><p>I doubt Will is going to take the time to consider all this, though. It probably seems to him like history is repeating itself. You can literally watch his eyes go from Mike, down his arm, to their hands. It&rsquo;s enough to make me hope that the writers did forget that March 22 is his birthday, just so he doesn&rsquo;t have to have his special day ruined like that.</p>
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Question: <p>I can&rsquo;t figure out how Peter Ballard fits into any of this.</p>
Answer: <p>Same.</p><p>If we&rsquo;re to believe the leaks, then Peter is also 001 and/or Vecna or something like that. None of that makes sense to me, though, especially considering this seems to have started as far back as the 50s. </p><p>I could see him being manipulated/controlled by Vecna, but not a villain in his own right. Vecna may not be strong enough to leave the Upside Down, yet, so he may need someone to get him victims to&hellip;feed on? Peter could fit into that role, especially if Vecna can reach him through Victor Creel or something.</p><p>Oh well, we&rsquo;ll find out in six weeks, I guess.</p>
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Question: <p>Oh, man. LOL. I was the anon with the Byler hug. I didn't mean they didn't hug at all! I should have clarified. I meant they didn't get a scene of their own. The hug was just kind of buried in with everyone hugging goodbye. I know we freeze-frame it and love it as Bylers, but for most of the audience it wasn't "a moment", you know? Less intimate. Not like "crazy together". That's what I meant by a distance still being there between them. They're using other people as a buffer zone.</p>
Answer: <blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>Hug anon again. When you think about it, Mike and Will kept that distance between them all through s3. Which is weird coming off how close they were in s2. They&rsquo;re literally never alone together in s3 without Lucas or El or someone there as a buffer. The D&amp;D conversation is the only time, and then they enforce the distance by standing so far apart. Like they&rsquo;re afraid to get close. That intimacy and naturalness they had alone together is just gone overnight in s3. (Gay panic or &hellip; what even?)</p></blockquote><p>Thank you for clarifying. I see what you mean. I don&rsquo;t think I fully agree, though you make some good points.</p><p>For comparison, Mike and El&rsquo;s private goodbye was awkward in its own way. That weird one-sided kiss. Jonathan and Nancy were the only ones to get a real private moment involving a hug. This doesn&rsquo;t mean that Mike and Will didn&rsquo;t have some emotional distance, but I guess what I&rsquo;m saying is that their situation isn&rsquo;t wholly unique.</p><p>You&rsquo;re right that they have no moments alone throughout the entire season from their fight right up to their goodbye. I&rsquo;ve always found that odd, to a deliberate extent really. I hadn&rsquo;t thought about the fact that they&rsquo;re just afraid to be alone together, but you might be on to something there. Their relationship had been shown to be one where they are open emotionally with each other, and their fight seemed to have changed that. They were both being very careful and calculating with their interactions after they fought since that was the last time they were emotionally open (well, at least on Will&rsquo;s part) with each other.</p><p>They did find time to be close to each other, physically, but, as you said, it was only in group situations. It&rsquo;s like they still sought comfort from each other, but were afraid. Will was probably afraid to put himself out there again, and Mike may have been afraid of screwing up again or discovering that Will didn&rsquo;t see him the same anymore. It&rsquo;s an interesting change in their dynamic, and it&rsquo;d be interesting to see if they keep it up in season 4. I suspect they will, at least at first. </p><p>They both clearly still want to be important to the other, but I wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised at all if they both were afraid that things could never be the same. They&rsquo;re both liable to fall victim to assuming the worst. What&rsquo;s the trope? The love is requited, they&rsquo;re both just idiots?</p>
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Question: <p>In regards to El&rsquo;s project, I think the whole point is to show how much she shouldn&rsquo;t be in High School. They were probably given an assignment telling them to pick someone who&rsquo;s been written about in at least three books or articles, and to list where they got the information in a bibliography (so the teacher can check for plagiarizing). She instead brought an Elementary level diarama of her Daddy. Everyone (even teachers) would be confused why she&rsquo;s even there instead of getting tutoring.</p>
Answer: <p>This would work if it was the beginning of the school year, but we&rsquo;re in late March by now. They&rsquo;re through 75% of the school year at that point, so the school should be familiar with El&rsquo;s strengths and areas of weakness by then. The entire family would likely be willing to help her with her progress, too. </p><p>We don&rsquo;t really know the details of the project, but what reports I did see were that it was a &ldquo;Who is your hero?&rdquo; project. If those were the only parameters, then her project does fit. For 9th grade, though, it was likely intended to be historical figures, though, with actual research done. There is nothing inherently wrong with El doing a report on Hopper. She has enough reason to see him as her hero, especially if she is able to present details to explain why.</p><p>I suppose, for plot reasons, they&rsquo;re going to gloss over all of this. </p>
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Question: <p>Was Nancy in season one the same age that Mike is now (15)? If that&rsquo;s true then I don&rsquo;t think Bylers have anything to worry about. He doesn&rsquo;t seem to have any interest in taking things that far (losing virginity). Also I can&rsquo;t really see, but it kind of looks like Mike is only grabbing onto the top of the back of El&rsquo;s hand. Maybe he just lost balance and tried not to fall, and they&rsquo;re going to have Will misinterpret.</p>
Answer: <p>Are people really worried about that? I see no need for a sexual situation to occur. With Nancy and Steve, I&rsquo;m not sure it wasn&rsquo;t even presented as being a good or romantic thing. I dunno, it&rsquo;s been a while since I watched season 1.</p><p>As to your question, no, Mike isn&rsquo;t the same age as Nancy in season 1. Assuming Nancy is a senior this year, that would mean that she was a sophomore in season 1. That would have had her at 15/16, depending on her birthday. By comparison, Mike is a freshman this year. He&rsquo;s 14, assuming that April 7 is his canon birthday. Will himself would only just be turning 15 when the season kicks off.</p><p>Yes, I&rsquo;m not terribly concerned about Mike and El holding hands. With the way he&rsquo;s holding her hand up, it really does look to be a balance thing. You&rsquo;re also right that it looks like his hand is just holding onto hers as opposed to their fingers being laced or cupped together.</p><p>Couples would normally be holding hands lower than that. Their hands would be interlocked, possibly swaying together a bit. I do agree with you that Will is probably going to misinterpret the situation, though, especially if Mike had told him that he and El weren&rsquo;t going out anymore.</p><p>It really does come off like a totally innocent thing, at least on Mike&rsquo;s part. It&rsquo;s like one of them doesn&rsquo;t know how to skate, so they&rsquo;re holding on to the other to be safely guided. That or Mike reached forward to grab her hand to keep her steady. Honestly, I can&rsquo;t tell who might be having the harder time. Mike seems to be gliding well enough, but he&rsquo;s also slightly behind her with a somewhat surprised and pleased look on his face. El seems a bit unsteady, but much more confident, though she might just be happy to be with Mike, especially if she&rsquo;s trying to show him off.</p><p>I doubt Will is going to take the time to consider all this, though. It probably seems to him like history is repeating itself. You can literally watch his eyes go from Mike, down his arm, to their hands. It&rsquo;s enough to make me hope that the writers did forget that March 22 is his birthday, just so he doesn&rsquo;t have to have his special day ruined like that.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think Joyce will wait until Will's b'day is over and leave afterwards or do you think she prioritizes going to Russia asap and get Hop back which leads to the result of her leaving before her son turns 15?</p>
Answer: <p>I hate to say it, but I think it&rsquo;s possible that Joyce leaves rather early on, possibly before Will&rsquo;s birthday. It&rsquo;s hard to tell, though, because we don&rsquo;t have a really good feel for the timeline. We just know that we don&rsquo;t see Joyce in any scenes or promotional stills in California besides her opening that package, which is likely in episode 1. That could be some intentional misdirection, but she would need quite a lot of time to get Murray, go to Alaska, and obtain a plane to fly to Russia, let alone what all happens when she gets there.</p><p>If Joyce has one flaw, it&rsquo;s that she isn&rsquo;t good at multitasking. Once she has a goal in mind, she is absolutely laser focused on that. In seasons 1 &amp; 2 it was Will&rsquo;s safety, and we saw absolutely nothing deterred her. Season 3 was all the strange stuff going on that nobody else noticed or believed was serious. This season it&rsquo;s going to be finding a way to rescue Hopper. If she learns this before Will&rsquo;s birthday, then, sorry Will, but mom is probably going to be so tunnel-visioned that she blanks on it. </p><p>This doesn&rsquo;t mean that she doesn&rsquo;t love him, of course, but I can only imagine it would hurt Will, especially if things are already weird with Mike. Hopefully, assuming the writers didn&rsquo;t just forget all about Will&rsquo;s birthday, Joyce had already planned something. This way, even if she&rsquo;s not present, Will can still have his day. Of course, if they&rsquo;re presenting El as Will&rsquo;s twin sister, it would also be her day, too.</p>
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Question: <p>Separate ways could also evokes Jopper tbh</p>
Answer: <p>Yes, did I not mention that before?</p><p>They can be considered <b>worlds apart</b> with him being in Russia. <b>Someday love will find you, break the chains that bind you</b> could be Joyce finding and rescuing him.</p><p>I still think its likely that the song works on multiple levels, either for multiple couples or in other symbolic ways involving the supernatural elements of the show.</p><p>It&rsquo;s an odd choice for Jopper, in that it really is a song about a broken relationship. Joyce and Hopper were actually on much better terms before he disappeared. They had agreed to finally go on that dinner date. I guess one just has to interpret the song differently, though. </p>
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Question: <p>who is vecna for you? &#128064;</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m not sure I understand the question. Are you asking me who Vecna is, like, in terms of a person? </p><p>If that&rsquo;s the case, then I think Vecna may be the Mindflayer with a physical body. Not a body that it flayed and is controlling like a puppet, but a body that can be its own. I&rsquo;d imagine it has learned that flaying just isn&rsquo;t reliable. He&rsquo;s twice lost hosts by them breaking free, at least long enough to foil its plans. Speaking of which&hellip;</p><p>I&rsquo;m thinking that perhaps it is made using Billy&rsquo;s body. It did impale him with several tentacles. If it was able to steal El&rsquo;s powers (an assumption since she lost them after she was bit), then it may have been able to take &ldquo;life force&rdquo; or &ldquo;DNA&rdquo; or something from Billy.</p>
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Question: <p>Oh, man. LOL. I was the anon with the Byler hug. I didn't mean they didn't hug at all! I should have clarified. I meant they didn't get a scene of their own. The hug was just kind of buried in with everyone hugging goodbye. I know we freeze-frame it and love it as Bylers, but for most of the audience it wasn't "a moment", you know? Less intimate. Not like "crazy together". That's what I meant by a distance still being there between them. They're using other people as a buffer zone.</p>
Answer: <blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>Hug anon again. When you think about it, Mike and Will kept that distance between them all through s3. Which is weird coming off how close they were in s2. They&rsquo;re literally never alone together in s3 without Lucas or El or someone there as a buffer. The D&amp;D conversation is the only time, and then they enforce the distance by standing so far apart. Like they&rsquo;re afraid to get close. That intimacy and naturalness they had alone together is just gone overnight in s3. (Gay panic or &hellip; what even?)</p></blockquote><p>Thank you for clarifying. I see what you mean. I don&rsquo;t think I fully agree, though you make some good points.</p><p>For comparison, Mike and El&rsquo;s private goodbye was awkward in its own way. That weird one-sided kiss. Jonathan and Nancy were the only ones to get a real private moment involving a hug. This doesn&rsquo;t mean that Mike and Will didn&rsquo;t have some emotional distance, but I guess what I&rsquo;m saying is that their situation isn&rsquo;t wholly unique.</p><p>You&rsquo;re right that they have no moments alone throughout the entire season from their fight right up to their goodbye. I&rsquo;ve always found that odd, to a deliberate extent really. I hadn&rsquo;t thought about the fact that they&rsquo;re just afraid to be alone together, but you might be on to something there. Their relationship had been shown to be one where they are open emotionally with each other, and their fight seemed to have changed that. They were both being very careful and calculating with their interactions after they fought since that was the last time they were emotionally open (well, at least on Will&rsquo;s part) with each other.</p><p>They did find time to be close to each other, physically, but, as you said, it was only in group situations. It&rsquo;s like they still sought comfort from each other, but were afraid. Will was probably afraid to put himself out there again, and Mike may have been afraid of screwing up again or discovering that Will didn&rsquo;t see him the same anymore. It&rsquo;s an interesting change in their dynamic, and it&rsquo;d be interesting to see if they keep it up in season 4. I suspect they will, at least at first. </p><p>They both clearly still want to be important to the other, but I wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised at all if they both were afraid that things could never be the same. They&rsquo;re both liable to fall victim to assuming the worst. What&rsquo;s the trope? The love is requited, they&rsquo;re both just idiots?</p>
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Question: <p>Why was flayed Billy so focused on El? It never was clear to me. Because she closed the gate in S2 so she had to be stopped ? Before that, the MF didn&rsquo;t care about her in S2 nor the demogorgon in S1.</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, it&rsquo;s a bit weird to me. When Flayed!Billy talks to El, he says that she let it in, so now she will let it stay. This would mean the Mindflayer knew that El was the one to open the Gate. Well, unless it didn&rsquo;t know until she closed it back again?</p><p>It&rsquo;s confusing. Are we to believe the only reason the Mindflayer didn&rsquo;t go after El in season 2 was because Hopper was just that good at hiding her? And, yeah, the demogorgon didn&rsquo;t seem to care about her until she got in its way. The demogorgon really either killed or fled from its targets, not really sticking around too long. Will is the only one it ever seemed to stalk.</p><p>There&rsquo;s a lot about the Upside Down and its denizens we don&rsquo;t really know. Season 2 suggested that the Mindflayer had a mental link with the demodogs, which would also suggest the same for the demogorgon. The Mindflayer should have already been aware of El from the end of season 1, if not the beginning when she made contact with the demogorgon in the first place. Yet it spent its time in season 2 going after Will, a boy who we&rsquo;re supposed to believe was simply in the wrong place at the wrong time. Will seems a strange choice of host, to be honest, if he&rsquo;s just a regular kid.</p><p>Here&rsquo;s hoping for some deeper explanations in season 4.</p>
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Question: <p>"Here we stand, worlds apart" not to make everything on the planet about Byler, but remember how Erica made He-Man and Barbie kiss, and Lucas got mad and said they're not even from the same planet? With a rainbow behind him? A lot of fans took it as a metaphor for Byler and how M!leven aren't really "in love". They're just forced kissing. Maybe Will and Mike seem worlds apart, but actually they're the couple that fits the rest of the song. Because they're from each other's "planet"</p>
Answer: <p>The whole &ldquo;worlds apart&rdquo; thing can work on different levels. It can mean a great distance, cultural/societal differences, or, in this case, literal dimensions. It&rsquo;s ambiguous enough that there&rsquo;s no way to pin down what it could be referring to in this instance, and it could, in fact, be referring to multiple situations. I do think there could be something of a callback to season 3&rsquo;s theme of not understanding each other, though. People not on the same page could be described as being world&rsquo;s apart. </p><p>I don&rsquo;t want to make everything about Byler, either, but they are one potential fit for this song.</p><p>As for the rainbow thing, well, we know that it&rsquo;s a very deliberate symbol in this show. What it ends up meaning is anyone&rsquo;s guess, though. It did start as a symbol of gay pride in 1978, so that is indeed one possibility. </p>
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Question: <p>What if the projects are a misdirect? What if El's project is fine - the kids are bored but they just don't care - and Will's is the one that gets made fun of? A lot of teachers wouldn't necessarily have jumped in to shut down homophobic language in the 80s, so if some Troy-like kid says "Alan Turing was a HOMO" and the others join in, it could be devastating for Will. El wouldn't understand, and the teacher would probably just say "alright, settle down" and move on. Making it a bad day for Will</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, I mean, I think some people might overestimate an 80s teacher&rsquo;s reaction to homophobic slurs, even one in California. Unless they have an awesome Mr. Clarke-style teacher, I agree that the best we can probably hope for is &ldquo;alright, alright, knock it off,&rdquo; along with a possible chastisement for Will if he mentioned it in his presentation.</p><p>I do think the writing is on the wall that El gets mocked, though. It would be a good way to set up the later confrontation at the roller rink. I can&rsquo;t imagine how they could do it without being so cruel that we don&rsquo;t want them being eaten by a demogorgon, though. I mean, what exactly can you say about a girl doing a project on her dead father without looking like a complete monster?  </p><p>The best I can think of is that it was intended to be someone well-known in history or current events. Unfortunately, El doesn&rsquo;t have much knowledge of such things. This is the sort of thing that I was concerned with in regards to her starting regular school. She may well be bullied for being immature or &ldquo;retarded&rdquo; as the term likely would have been at the time. Kids might suggest that she should be in &ldquo;the trailer out back&rdquo; or &ldquo;the basement&rdquo; or wherever Lenora Hills High works with special needs kids.</p>
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Question: <p>"Here we stand, worlds apart" not to make everything on the planet about Byler, but remember how Erica made He-Man and Barbie kiss, and Lucas got mad and said they're not even from the same planet? With a rainbow behind him? A lot of fans took it as a metaphor for Byler and how M!leven aren't really "in love". They're just forced kissing. Maybe Will and Mike seem worlds apart, but actually they're the couple that fits the rest of the song. Because they're from each other's "planet"</p>
Answer: <p>The whole &ldquo;worlds apart&rdquo; thing can work on different levels. It can mean a great distance, cultural/societal differences, or, in this case, literal dimensions. It&rsquo;s ambiguous enough that there&rsquo;s no way to pin down what it could be referring to in this instance, and it could, in fact, be referring to multiple situations. I do think there could be something of a callback to season 3&rsquo;s theme of not understanding each other, though. People not on the same page could be described as being world&rsquo;s apart. </p><p>I don&rsquo;t want to make everything about Byler, either, but they are one potential fit for this song.</p><p>As for the rainbow thing, well, we know that it&rsquo;s a very deliberate symbol in this show. What it ends up meaning is anyone&rsquo;s guess, though. It did start as a symbol of gay pride in 1978, so that is indeed one possibility. </p>
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Question: <p>Depending on the Byers family cover story, the kids might mock El because her and Will are supposed to be twins, and Hopper isn't Will's dad. Will may have mentioned Lonnie at some point, which would make El look like a crazy person who made up this police chief hero dad to impress people. If Will doesn't know what her project is going to be, he won't be able to warn her against it. But I don't know if the projects will be that bad, or just awkward, like the girls blanking El in the hallway.</p>
Answer: <p>There&rsquo;s really any number of ways this could go down, but I guess the common thread is the expectation that El and Will get bullied for their projects.</p><p>Will does see her project when they head to school at the latest, though. If he thought there was something up, he&rsquo;d be able to warn her about what she should or shouldn&rsquo;t say. I&rsquo;d find it hard to believe that there weren&rsquo;t discussions about who they were doing their projects on, though. Someone would be needing to get supplies for them. </p>
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Question: <p>lonnie will definitely be in the season. his car is literally in the background of the california poster</p>
Answer: <p>Eh, that <i>might </i>be his car. It&rsquo;s really hard to tell. I also can&rsquo;t see Lonnie making the drive out to California unless there was something in it for him. I&rsquo;m expecting his role to be more flashbacks.</p>
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Question: <p>Why all in a sudden you&rsquo;ve lost hope in Will having powers? :( Or in someway being connected with the Upside down?</p>
Answer: <p>Mainly because of how much it will mean for his character. We already have enough reason to think he&rsquo;s going through accepting that he&rsquo;s gay and potentially being a codebreaker/computer expert thanks to the Alan Turing thing. Adding on the whole powers thing feels like it&rsquo;d be swinging the pendulum too far the other way after he did very little in season 3.</p><p>I mean, there&rsquo;s going to be a lot more runtime this season, so maybe they can make it work. I&rsquo;m just thinking it&rsquo;s asking too much for a single character. I already get annoyed that El does way too much. Just because I like Will, and I want him to have powers, it doesn&rsquo;t mean I&rsquo;d be ok if he got the same treatment.</p>
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Question: <p>doesn&rsquo;t sound anything like robert tbh</p>
Answer: <p>I appreciate the input. I&rsquo;ve also asked a friend of mine to check it out. She&rsquo;s a <i>huge </i>Robert Englund fan. It still makes more sense that it be Vecna, but it&rsquo;d be interesting if it was Creel. It&rsquo;s worth looking into, at least.</p>
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Question: <p>I really hope we see Will present his project! It would be an extreme let down if we don't, especially when they showed us twice it Adam Turing. It be cool to see Will get really into presenting something again like he did his dnd campaign in season 3. I don't see why they wouldn't,but I honestly also wouldn't be surprised something happens that would prevent him from doing so.</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;d like to see him do it, too. Sadly, I get the feeling that the focus will be on El&rsquo;s project. It&rsquo;s not hard at all to see her excited to present it, only for the other kids to brutally mock her for it. Would they really show both of them presenting projects if they&rsquo;d both get similar results? Maybe, I guess, but it&rsquo;d seem a bit redundant.</p><p>My question is, if they do show him presenting it, will someone comment on Alan Turing being gay?</p>
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Question: <p>i&rsquo;m not sure if you&rsquo;ve answered this before, but what do you think caused mike&rsquo;s hat and sunglasses to disappear in this scene?</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="637" data-orig-width="1284"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2791332623db64ef287845a2e05f1f1c/d6ac6c8ca9789bda-3d/s640x960/8d32dc95480a6bb6e46d7edd906133d3288410f7.jpg" data-orig-height="637" data-orig-width="1284"></figure></div><p>as we see them clearly in the scene where he&rsquo;s skating while holding hands with el?</p>
Answer: <p>Good question. I can&rsquo;t really think of a good explanation for it. It&rsquo;s possible a hat would fly off his head if something happened, but the glasses? </p><p>Maybe he takes them off when he goes off with Will somewhere? Again, I only say that because we know El ends up on the rink alone at some point. Maybe Will tries to deflect from what&rsquo;s bothering him by telling Mike how bad the hat and glasses look.</p>
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Question: <p>sadie sink turned 20 today ! how time flies. they really are growing up. </p>
Answer: <p>Stranger Things 5: The College Years!</p>
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Question: <p>Hi! Love your blog! If you have already talked about this, you can just ignore it or something but: </p><p>I  wanted to ask your opinion on what these pages from the Upside Down comic could mean (i know that the comics aren&rsquo;t exactly canon to the show but it is fun to speculate regardless): </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1115" data-orig-width="2048"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0f522010bb9ca046c5ec90a2fb7ed8c9/f9fe63641b80f43b-e5/s640x960/48b66e685aeefc99cf0dcf348cf7a54b2e5ce66a.jpg" data-orig-height="1115" data-orig-width="2048"></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1701"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/68f821740ad387b5d638dc0f0c75e372/f9fe63641b80f43b-88/s640x960/9a5d62992da8de0ad241ef1ef387c54578f4118c.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1701"></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1b8c0bd7319aa6b021a2946a3e0e6a8c/f9fe63641b80f43b-60/s640x960/95271b4c992d6a6f29aef54de3a8fcd7559030aa.jpg" data-orig-height="2048" data-orig-width="1536"></figure></div><p>Have a good day!! </p>
Answer: <p>Hello, I&rsquo;m glad you enjoying my blog.</p><p>I have this comic series, so I&rsquo;m familiar with it. I don&rsquo;t know how canon any of it is, though. It&rsquo;s reasonable that the Duffers, or someone else from the senior writing staff, has some control of approval, though. </p><p>The scene seems to suggest that Will&rsquo;s decision to stay is what they wanted. This, of course, refers to Will singing &ldquo;Should I Stay or Should I Go?&rdquo; while hiding. What&rsquo;s curious about that is they claim to have heard it. If that&rsquo;s the case, why would it have taken so long for him to be found? The Mindflayer is ostensibly speaking to him through these corpses since it lacks a means of verbal communication itself.</p><p>It does tie in to why the Mindflayer took an interest in Will for season 2. I can accept the comics serving as a bridge for things like that. What we don&rsquo;t know, though, is why? Is it just because it tried to &ldquo;claim&rdquo; him because he &ldquo;decided&rdquo; to stay? Or did it already want him to choose to stay?</p><p>Things like this are why we think Will is special somehow. Otherwise, the demogorgon could have easily killed him from the start.</p><p>&ldquo;The clothes fit now.&rdquo; &ldquo;We know who you are.&rdquo; &ldquo;Who you&rsquo;re supposed to be.&rdquo; </p><p>This all seems to suggest that Will was trying to be someone he wasn&rsquo;t. The clothes not fitting indicating that he was putting on something that didn&rsquo;t belong to him, that didn&rsquo;t fit him. It could just be manipulation on the part of the Mindflayer, but that sort of manipulation only works if there&rsquo;s already a belief to exploit. What was it that Will was pretending? Is it related to the abuse he experienced from Lonnie? Is it his homosexuality, which would likely be something he&rsquo;d been trying to hide? Is it him thinking he&rsquo;s a bad person who somehow deserved punishment? </p><p>It does possibly fit with how Possessed!Will said the Mindflayer didn&rsquo;t want to kill him, but &ldquo;everyone else.&rdquo; He&rsquo;s somehow safe with the Mindflayer, who will punish everyone else now that Will is where he belongs. But why does Will belong there?</p><p>Again, I don&rsquo;t know how canon any of this should be considered to be, but they almost certainly ensure that it doesn&rsquo;t screw up what they&rsquo;re doing on the show.</p><p>Thanks for the Ask. It&rsquo;s quite an interesting topic.</p>
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Question: <p>You still think Lonnie will make an appearance?</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, if he isn&rsquo;t then who the hell is this at the table read from two years ago?</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="475" data-orig-width="320"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c80eea15919afcd2468e573ffb18ff15/e103ebf0fd8a9b09-1f/s640x960/fb3cb0950b660dbbc488f3fe16037928b8f3a99b.jpg" data-orig-height="475" data-orig-width="320"/></figure></div><p>We don&rsquo;t know what sort of role he&rsquo;ll play, but his presence there means he does something. I&rsquo;d say it&rsquo;s something significant, too. If he only had a line or two, they could have just had someone read for his part.</p>
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Question: <p>"You&rsquo;ve broken everything" is a weird sentence from Vecna, imo. It seems that it&rsquo;s always the creatures of the upside down who tried to break everything (and kill everyone), not the other around. What El and the lab did by opening a gate between the 2 dimensions, instead of "breaking" his world, was to allow it to spread into ours. He should thank her, lol And if he&rsquo;s talking about *closing* a gate, the last person who did it wasn&rsquo;t El, but Joyce and I doubt he&rsquo;s talking to her (although when you think about it, he has reasons to be angry at her too, for also taking Will back from him twice).</p><p>Or I&rsquo;m just overthinking things, lol</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, we don&rsquo;t really know who he&rsquo;s talking to. He might not even be talking to the same person with those different lines.</p><p>I do think Vecna is the Mindflayer, though. While his speech sounds a bit different since he&rsquo;s not talking through someone else, the style of speech is very similar to what we heard from Flayed!Billy. </p><p>There does seem to possibly be anger in his inflection as he says &ldquo;You&rsquo;ve broken everything&rdquo; though. That&rsquo;s why I think he might be talking to Billy, or what&rsquo;s left of him, anyway. Maybe we see the aftermath of his betrayal in the Upside Down through a flashback. </p>
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Question: <p>I really hope we see Will present his project! It would be an extreme let down if we don't, especially when they showed us twice it Adam Turing. It be cool to see Will get really into presenting something again like he did his dnd campaign in season 3. I don't see why they wouldn't,but I honestly also wouldn't be surprised something happens that would prevent him from doing so.</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;d like to see him do it, too. Sadly, I get the feeling that the focus will be on El&rsquo;s project. It&rsquo;s not hard at all to see her excited to present it, only for the other kids to brutally mock her for it. Would they really show both of them presenting projects if they&rsquo;d both get similar results? Maybe, I guess, but it&rsquo;d seem a bit redundant.</p><p>My question is, if they do show him presenting it, will someone comment on Alan Turing being gay?</p>
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Answer: <p>Same, I&rsquo;m not really sure. I answered earlier that it might involve the military. Karen is covering Holly as if she&rsquo;s in potential imminent, but sudden, danger. If they knew something was coming, the response would be to run. </p><p>This reaction is a bit similar to me to the military breaking into the Byers home in the 004 teaser.</p>
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Question: <p>We know the Russians have a Gate they opened, where Hopper is. And it looked like maybe the Hawkins Gate wasn't all the way sealed either. My theory is that the mere fact of a Gate being open weakens the fabric of reality and makes it easier for others to open elsewhere. I think we'll see a lot of little Gates, getting bigger all the time. Hawkins is probably the eye of the storm. Which makes sense. It had TWO of the biggest ever Gates. Plus whatever went down at the Creel house in the 50s</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, maybe, but we still don&rsquo;t know enough about what happened in the Creel House. If there&rsquo;s always been a Gate there, how come nothing else is known to have happened between 1959 and 1983? </p><p>I&rsquo;m still interested in finding out how the Russians found out about all the Upside Down business. Was there a spy in the Lab all along?</p>
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Question: <p>I don't think the Gates are opened by the Mind Flayer (or "Vecna", who we know so little about I'm not even going to speculate). We know El opened the Gate in the Lab, and we've seen that once that main Gate was opened, the Demogorgon seemed able to open smaller ones to feed. (The woods, the school, the Byers house.) The MF uses the Gates, but I don't think he controls them. A door once opened can be stepped through by anyone, in any direction.</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, there&rsquo;s quite a bit of inconsistency in the Gates. </p><p>We&rsquo;re led to believe El opened the first one, by accident, simply by making contact with the Demogorgon through the Void. </p><p>Then the Russians use technology to open one.</p><p>Now we&rsquo;re seeing there may be multiple Gates: Lab, Creel House, underwater (Lover&rsquo;s Lake? the Quarry?), Russia, and California. </p><p>There does seem to be a difference between Gates and the portals the demogorgon used, though. The portals seemed to be temporary. Gates seem more permanent.</p><p>I dunno, I&rsquo;m at a loss as to how they might work. The Duffers say they have this 20 page book describing how the Upside Down works, so one should be able to presume they&rsquo;ve had travel between the dimensions worked out all along. I just can&rsquo;t piece it together without some sort of leap of logic. Even saying it&rsquo;s because of Will starts to fall apart thanks to the Russians being able to get involved.</p>
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Question: <p>"Why are they using it in the Wheeler house though" There is that shot of Holly and Mrs Wheeler looking afraid. And the Demogorgon did almost get Holly way back in season one. Maybe that was foreshadowing for her getting taken in this season? It seems like a LOT more people are going to be in and out of the Upside Down this season, so it seems possible the kids have to rescue them. And Holly does look a lot like that Creel daughter</p>
Answer: <p>This is in regards to the LiteBrite, I believe.</p><p>I was thinking that shot of Karen and Holly had something to do with the military arriving. Like, maybe Sullivan is fully aware of Mike&rsquo;s involvement in sheltering El before, so he goes to the Wheeler house after failing to find her in California. </p><p>It could be Upside Down related, though. All I know is that they better not try to harm Holly. If Holly somehow got taken, then I doubt Lucas and Erica would look as happy as they do. Relieved, maybe, if they were able to use the LiteBrite to talk to her, but not happy. They look like they&rsquo;re having a ball. I can&rsquo;t really tell if Dustin is scared or excited, though.</p>
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Question: <p>If you believe that the Upside Down is a manifestation of Will's suppressed childhood trauma, then it's not at all surprising a Gate would appear in California. Or that the first sign of one attempting to open would be when Will has strong feelings at the skate rink. If another Gate opens when something worse happens (Joyce goes missing, or big Byler fight) that would also fit the pattern. And the gang would still leave if they think El is the only one who can close the Gates. Or hear about Max</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, it could be made to fit the theory. The problem is that it seems like additional Gates are opening in Hawkins without him there. </p><p>Maybe it&rsquo;s just my turn to be pessimistic, but it&rsquo;s feeling more and more like Will isn&rsquo;t really all that important anymore. I mean, the Mindflayer didn&rsquo;t even really acknowledge him in season 3 despite being his previous host.</p><p>I&rsquo;d like to be wrong right now. I feel like it&rsquo;d be very poor writing to have this boy be stalked and kidnapped by the Demogorgon and then possessed by the Mindflayer if he was just going to be a case of wrong place, wrong time.</p><p>I remain hopeful that his being thrust into the background last season was just a reflection of that being how he felt, that the Mindflayer ignored him because he felt like he was already being ignored. I&rsquo;d rather they not repeat that storyline, though, because it sent a message that Will&rsquo;s only use is as a walking Detect Evil spell.</p><p>Of course, that itself brings up an interesting possibility. What if the reason Will leaves the rink is because he gets that feeling on the back of his neck again? Mike would probably chase after him, possibly in a callback to the &ldquo;Are you ok?&rdquo; scenes at the arcade (s2) and movie theater (s3). Imagine the first episodes of three consecutive seasons involve Mike noticing something wrong with Will. This could also set up El being alone on the rink just in time for the bullying and weirdness that follows, breaking Mike and Will out of whatever sort of moment they&rsquo;re having.</p><p>Ugh, it&rsquo;s gonna be a long six weeks.</p>
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Question: <p>Interesting take from &ldquo;El doesn&rsquo;t look at Will&rdquo; Anon, because I think she plops down and throws him a shared look here (see photo below). He&rsquo;s plopped down in the seat next to her, which you can see in the next shot. Seems to me they&rsquo;ve got a strong &ldquo;we twins are in this together&rdquo; vibe going on, as well as a typical brother/sister vibe (her flouncing past him as he opens the door to the car). I will agree that they haven&rsquo;t shared any screen time, shared looks, or conversation up til presumably S4, so them suddenly twinning is a very significant shift from that dynamic. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="750" data-orig-width="1334"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9f7eb653013968020237f730c6c4b16b/59aaaca7ac6c8e7e-dd/s640x960/d826b52a94bb26b593656d21be8628fbea7bb693.png" data-orig-height="750" data-orig-width="1334"></figure></div>
Answer: <p>Ah, yeah, that could be her looking at Will. Good catch. Unfortunately, it&rsquo;s too hard to tell for sure since Will isn&rsquo;t in the shot.</p><p>That&rsquo;s pretty much all we have to go on, so far, though.</p><p>I <i>really </i>want to see them have a twin-like bond. Maybe that&rsquo;s just something they&rsquo;re saving for release.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi, sorry if I sounded mean. I was the one who noticed El was dressed similarly to Annie Wilkes in some scenes in Misery. I only meant it might&rsquo;ve implied that she&rsquo;s Mike&rsquo;s &ldquo;number one fan&rdquo;/unhealthily obsessed with him. I&rsquo;d be interested to hear wardrobe department&rsquo;s inspiration.</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, I was just being playful in my response. I guess I&rsquo;m just too old for it to come across right.</p><p>I guess I can sort of see what you&rsquo;re saying. Annie does seem to wear a similar dress thing over a flannel shirt like El does.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="600" data-orig-width="1100"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b13c532c94bd3e5915ac6258654a6750/35c5fa89ad8a7a04-df/s640x960/8262d449098124878e0cc96dac00ddc6abe43725.jpg" data-orig-height="600" data-orig-width="1100"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="400" data-orig-width="400"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/734f2112fa1246d5343e595423622fa2/35c5fa89ad8a7a04-15/s640x960/c52b81c0d3ff447948429d91d66fc0ac390219dd.jpg" data-orig-height="400" data-orig-width="400"/></figure></div><p>The colors are different, but the style seems more or less the same.</p><p>Maybe they had some inspiration from Misery, but I doubt El is going to be anywhere near that level of possessiveness. Since Misery didn&rsquo;t even come out until 1990, it might also just be a coincidence.</p><p>I think it&rsquo;s safe to expect her to try to manipulate Mike&rsquo;s visit a bit, though. I have a feeling she talked a big game to the girls to try and get them to like her, and, now that Mike&rsquo;s there, she has to put her money where her mouth is. Based on the fact that the girls laugh at El at the roller rink, it&rsquo;s probably safe to say it doesn&rsquo;t go according to plan.</p><p>Poor El, but I suppose it&rsquo;s the only way she can learn about the social world. I just hope it doesn&rsquo;t change her for the worse.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, eleven

Post id: 681655100715024384
Date: 2022-04-16 02:42:42 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/681655100715024384
Slug: has-anyone-noticed-that-el-doesnt-look-at-or
Reblog key: eFBC0M8N
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Has anyone noticed that El doesn&rsquo;t look at, or even seem to acknowledge Will in every shot we&rsquo;ve seen so far of ST4? I wonder if she&rsquo;s purposely ignoring him. Weird. Although even before, she&rsquo;s never been shown actively trying to engage with him. &#129300;</p>
Answer: <p>I didn&rsquo;t notice it before, but, yeah, you&rsquo;re right.</p><p>She doesn&rsquo;t look at him in anything we&rsquo;ve seen, yet. This isn&rsquo;t particularly egregious, as we also don&rsquo;t see her looking at Jonathan, as far as I remember. It is conspicuous, though, since we do see them at school together.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t know that she&rsquo;s ignoring him. Will seems concerned for her when she gets treated badly at school. I don&rsquo;t see him doing that if she&rsquo;s acting like he isn&rsquo;t there. There&rsquo;s also little reason for her to treat him like that. The only moment that looks particularly odd is from the teaser when they&rsquo;re getting in the van. It looks like Will opens the panel door, but then El gets in without even looking his way. I suppose it&rsquo;s possible that she picks up some bad habits that make her seem a bit stuck up, especially if she&rsquo;s trying to emulate the popular girls. Still, I don&rsquo;t think she&rsquo;d even walk with Will if that were the case. If anything, it&rsquo;s as if Will is invisible.</p><p>It could just be careful editing when making the teasers, trailer, and promotional stills. Mike isn&rsquo;t seen looking at Will at all, either, nor do we see Will interacting with Jonathan. It&rsquo;s enough to make me wonder if they&rsquo;re trying to accentuate Will&rsquo;s perceived isolation.</p>
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Question: <p>You really think Max is gonna die? &#128552;</p>
Answer: <p>Not necessarily, but <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/Mun9XPvMhT2b5C1PlDpqixg">@awhstrangerthings</a> went to the trouble of making that post, so I figured I&rsquo;d look for a way to connect it with things I&rsquo;ve thought of before.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think we get to see Will's powers in S4 Vol. 1? I'm not expecting THE explosion but I'm hoping that they'll be like: you guys better prepare for Will's powers to manifest and him being El's super twin (lol I mean the general audience, not that they'd need to prepare us nerds xD) </p><p>And do you think there's gonna be more byler or Will having powers content and why?</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s hard to say. As optimistic as I try to remain, it does feel like anything that could be Will&rsquo;s tends to go to El, instead. It&rsquo;s not that El doesn&rsquo;t deserve her role. It just seems like Will&rsquo;s importance has only shrunk since season 2 despite him being at the center of things from the start. </p><p>There&rsquo;s really no guarantee that they&rsquo;ll have Will get powers at all, even if it makes sense to me that he has them. The whole Wonder Twin thing is right there. I don&rsquo;t think I could bare another season where his only contribution to the main story is being a Mindflayer Detector.</p><p>Are you asking me if I think Byler will have more content than Will having powers? I think it easily will. That was heavily set up last season, and we can already see the makings of a new fight brewing between them. I just hope there&rsquo;s a real resolution this season since nothing really got resolved in season 3. They can&rsquo;t just carry this over to season 5 with things still left unsaid and ambiguous.</p>
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Question: <p>Maybe they opened a gate in the Cali lab ? But not as " big" as the one in Hawkins, or there&rsquo;s no creatures in upside down California </p>
Answer: <p>Perhaps. I suppose that could explain Sullivan&rsquo;s men attacking the base. He wants to end all of this Upside Down nonsense, according to his bio.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="750" data-orig-width="1422"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/dc1cee08f35913981c59e634212a7c18/acb4ade055cf63f4-6f/s640x960/d876c798bc99dcbc4b90c925f025604a011ce156.jpg" data-orig-height="750" data-orig-width="1422"/></figure></div><p>Owens: I relocated you guys far from Hawkins because I thought you&rsquo;d be safe.</p><p>Will: Then you opened a Gate?</p><p>Owens: It was an accident. We were testing the equipment we found in the Russian base.</p><p>El: &hellip;</p><p>Jonathan: I&rsquo;m so tired of this.</p><p>Will: Oh god, no.</p><p>Mike: Are you serious?!</p><p>Argyle: This is amazing.</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;m still holding on to hope that we get Will with powers. I just can&rsquo;t see his only purpose being &ldquo;the quiet gay boy that got sent to the upside down&rdquo; There&rsquo;s been too little focus on him in both the trailer and last season that just seems suspicious. I can&rsquo;t see them creating this weird aura of mystery surrounding him and his arc just for the big reveal about his character to be that he&rsquo;s gay&hellip;which is something most have probably been able to piece together from the beginning. Idk, I just don&rsquo;t see why his run-in with the demogorgon would simply be a case of &rdquo;wrong place, wrong time&rdquo;, and i don&rsquo;t see why there&rsquo;d be so many Will/El parallels if there was nothing more to his character. </p>
Answer: <p>I agree. This kid was once a very central character to the entire story, but he&rsquo;s been made out to be rather inconsequential since. If it weren&rsquo;t for the fact that he could detect the Mindflayer, then he wouldn&rsquo;t have mattered at all in season 3. Will being gay can be a great thing, but not if that&rsquo;s all there is for him. Being gay shouldn&rsquo;t be all there is to anyone.</p><p>Even if he doesn&rsquo;t have powers, there should be a reason why he was stalked by the demogorgon in the first place. I guess one could say that the Mindflayer has a thing for people with a history of trauma, but it doesn&rsquo;t explain how Will was able to survive in the Upside Down for so long. Apparently, according to production designed Barrie Gower, Vecna is what he is because he&rsquo;s been in the Upside Down for about 20 years. I mean, why not. Will lasted a week, now this guy upstages him.</p><p>There are indeed a lot of parallels between Will and El. Their physical resemblance, hinted at in season 1 when people thought El might have been Will with a shaved head, has seemed to only become more apparent. It seems like a lot for nothing if it&rsquo;s all just for fun. The situation with Mike is just one of many things that bind El and Will together in some way.</p>
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Question: <p>can i ask why you hate screenrant?</p>
Answer: <p>It used to show up on my recommended links a lot, I guess because I was active in the Stranger Things fandom here.</p><p>Every article was such clickbait, and, when I did go check them out, they&rsquo;d be so vapid. It was always nothing but &ldquo;theories&rdquo; based on total face value things. I would get similar things with GameRant. It was just very unstimulating. I&rsquo;m pretty sure they just took it all from Reddit and Twitter, too. </p><p>Perhaps my dislike of ScreenRant is irrational, but it is what it is.</p>
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Question: <p>Sometimes I wonder about how relationships would realistically be affected by the kinds of experiences people pretty much only have in SF/F genre stories. Using Byler as an example, Will and Mike have very very few other people who can relate to what they've gone through, and none of them are likely (or even possible) romantic partners. Any thoughts about how (were they real people) that would affect how their relationship works, its prospects, etc.? Thanks!</p>
Answer: <p>This is the sort of thing that TV shows, movies, and books would usually hand wave or flat out ignore. Trauma is a lifelong ailment. It can be worked through via therapy and support, but it sticks with a person to one extent or another for the rest of his or her life. Getting into a relationship with someone who has experienced trauma requires being willing to accept a degree of secondary trauma, as it will surely manifest in some way during the relationship. In a world where supernatural elements are real, but the average person is unaware of them, there is a complication in the form of nobody believing that supernatural events really happened. Imagine being Will and trying to explain to someone new that you were kidnapped by a monster when you were 12, survived a week hiding in another dimension with a toxic atmosphere, then were possessed by a monster a year later. What are the odds that person sticks around?</p><p>We get a glimpse of what it may be like in Season 2 with Bob. Now, Bob is as good a guy as can be in the world of Stranger Things. He seemed to easily be settling into not only dating Joyce, but in joining her existing family unit that included two sons. He knew something was up with Will, but it’s clear that nobody ever told him anything close to what really happened. He assumed that Will’s issues were related to nightmares, and he did his best to help with that. He only briefly let confusion stop him before obeying Joyce’s order of “no questions” and solving the riddle of Will’s drawings. Then, he stuck with the crew to the tragic end after it started to become apparent how real it all was. The question we don’t get an answer to, though, is what would have happened if he was told of all this from the start?</p><p>Bob was able to accept the reality of what happened to Will because he ended up in the middle of it all when it happened for a second time. By then, he was already committed to Joyce and her sons, so he stayed with them. He may have had some serious questions after the fact, unfortunately he never got a chance to ask them. Even someone as good as Bob may have felt lied to through the omission of such information. I can’t remember if Joyce ever had a specific reason to not tell him. Maybe she never expected it to occur again, or she didn’t want to risk him getting entangled in the arrangements with the Lab since NDAs were signed. Still, secrets in a relationship are rarely a good thing. </p><p>Every member of the cast is now holding onto a huge secret that they can never really tell without putting that person at risk. Max knew there was a secret, and she badgered Lucas about it. He only broke down and told her because she felt she was being rejected. By letting her in on the trauma, he unwittingly made her become a part of it. She now carries that secret, too, which would compound that summer with the fact that she has to keep the circumstances of Billy’s death a secret from her stepfather. </p><p>All of this creates a cycle of secrets and stress leading to more secrets and stress. Relationships are about sharing burdens, but the people in the relationships need to be aware of the burdens and willing to accept sharing them. Who do you get to share the burden of a supernatural encounter? Who would listen and accept your story instead of judging you to have some sort of delusion? </p><p>This is a corner that writers of such stories can paint themselves into. Some might show the characters being unable to hold down relationships. Some may ignore the problem altogether until a new supernatural danger crops up, having their heroes in “normal” relationships with muggles who are unaware of what happened. It’s the part of the story that happens after the credits roll and before a sequel is conceived. </p><p>To use your example of Mike and Will, they really don’t have many people outside of their friends, who really know what happened. This limits who they can open up to and share the burden with. This also means that the people who they share the burden with already have their own burdens as well. Sometimes it is easier to share someone else’s burden than to cope with your own, but it still is compounding stress. They won’t even really have any therapists to talk to unless they are lab-associated. An unaware therapist would see these stories as some sort of delusionary state or, worse, signs of a more serious psychotic or dissociative disorder. </p><p>This all raises interesting questions about what the Duffers plan to do going forward. I like to believe they are talented writers who try to delve into the supernatural without ignoring the “real life” implications. Hiding trauma, supernatural or “mundane,” is very much a real world issue, so it shouldn’t be hard to incorporate it. The same goes for the impact it has on relationships. </p>
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Question: <p>Character analysis on steve? If you're okay with it...</p>
Answer: <p>Ah, Steve. We like Steve.</p><p><br/></p><p>Seriously, Steve is probably my second favorite character (behind Will). I see Steve as a triumph of character development. His Season 1 arc was a redemption angle done right. He accepted his flaws and mistakes, and he took steps to make things right with the people he hurt (Nancy and Jonathan). Steve is also a good character to use for the identity development post I wanted to make. </p><p>Identity development is a part of personal growth that generally starts around early adolescence. This process is often considered to be complete by late adolescence, but can actually continue into what we can call “emerging adulthood” (like the years spent in college, for example). I’ll be using the theory described by James Marcia, as a follow up to Erik Erikson’s theory of developmental stages. Marcia described two components to identity development: the identity crisis and identity commitment. These two components result in four different “stages” of identity formation: diffusion, foreclosure, moratorium, and achievement.</p><ol><li>Identity Diffusion is where a youth has not committed to any distinct identity, nor has he/she experienced any sort of identity crisis that would result in exploration. They go through life somewhat aimlessly, not having any clear goals or sense of self. It’s a rather passive look at life. I consider El to be in this stage, at least until Max comes into her life.</li><li>Identity Foreclosure is where a youth has not had any sort of identity crisis that resulted in exploration, but has still made a commitment. This is generally the result of simply going with what family, culture, society, etc. have set down as “correct.” Think the kid who goes into the family business simply because he accepts that it’s what he is meant to do. Or the small-town woman who settles down with a nice man, regardless of her feelings, because she’s told that’s her role in life. This is not necessarily unhealthy, but since it comes at the cost of exploration, it can result in unhappiness. I consider Karen Wheeler to be here due to the many regrets she seems to have. This is also a stage I feel Steve was in when we first met him.</li><li>Identity Moratorium is where a youth is actively exploring possibilities, but has not made a commitment. This is the result of an identity crisis (not necessarily as dire as it sounds) that has caused the youth to question life as he or she knows it. He or she is beginning to challenge the expectations set down for him/her, testing boundaries, and considering that previous “truths” may not be what he/she thought they were. This can be common after a major life change, such as moving to a new home or going to college, that reveals previously unknown possibilities. Many young adolescents in America go through this stage, but it is not universal. This is where I see El shifting to after Max urges her to “try things on,” and it’s where I think Steve ended up in Season 2.</li><li>Identity Achievement is the final stage, and it represents a youth having given a great deal of thought and exploration to who he or she is before coming to a conclusion. Goals, values, and ideals have been established as a result of thorough exploration. This is not a finish line really, as future identity crises can disrupt this and result in a shift to one of the other stages (depending on how the individual reacts). I’m not sure any of the characters are definitively in this stage, but I do think we’ve gotten a good look at Steve at least heading in this direction.</li></ol><p>When we first meet Steve, he is the typical high school alpha male. He was popular, from a well-off family, handsome, and charming. He seems to be playing the part very well and in all of its superficial glory. Despite the power and influence he wants to exude, we can see how fragile it all really is. Most of his horrible behavior is done in the presence of his friends, which suggests he’s doing it to impress them, not because he really sees himself that way. When we see him away from them, there’s a goofy, boyish guy who is actually charming, and this is probably the version that Nancy is attracted to. Steve isn’t really the asshole he seems to be, but rather he’s acting the way he thinks he’s supposed to. </p><p>We see cracks in Steve’s identity foreclosure when he tells off his friends. He’s not in full-fledged crisis, as he’s still considering himself as “King Steve,” but it’s a sign of things to come. We can see the nice guy he really is underneath the mask when goes to the Byers’ house to apologize to Jonathan, and again when he charges back into the house despite knowing the danger. </p><p>It isn’t until Season 2 that he actually hits a crisis that results in identity exploration. This is where two main life events happen: he gets dumped by Nancy, and Billy shows up to challenge his social superiority. Everything he thought he knew about himself is now in doubt. Even before this we see his uncertainty when Nancy is critiquing his college essay. Everything had come so easily to Steve before, but now it’s all starting to crash down around him. He goes off on his mission with Dustin after attempting to apologize to Nancy. He didn’t know what he was apologizing for, but rather he was trying to cling to what he was losing. It’s while he’s with Dustin (and eventually Lucas and Max) that he starts to consider aspects of life he didn’t before. He actually starts to enjoy having these kids around, regardless of how much he pretends not to. It’s a natural fit for his goofy and caring personality. “It turns out I’m a pretty damn good babysitter” is a funny line, but it’s also a sign that he’s embracing the role.</p><p>In Season 3, there’s still some signs of old Steve, but they are weak. His attempts to flirt with ladies who come in for ice cream fall flat and seem very forced. This is a sign that this part of Steve’s life is over, but that he’s not fully let it go yet. His adorably dorky greeting ritual with Dustin is a reminder of his new self, and let’s us know that he genuinely enjoys spending time with Dustin (and possibly the others), and has accepted his big brother role. Still, Steve is continuously knocked and challenged, particularly by Dustin and Robin. This is essentially the final chipping away of his old identity. His selflessness comes out fully as he takes on soldiers to protect the others. He tells Robin how he’s come to like her, despite her not being the kind of trophy girl he used to go for, and takes it with grace and good humor when she explains why they won’t work. Steve is essentially a brand new person, and it is portrayed in such a wonderful manner.</p><p>We can’t say for sure that Steve has reached Identity Achievement. I’d say he’s well on his way to it though. We can see that he has values, but does he have any plans for his future? That was another issue for him in Season 3, as he found out he couldn’t even get into tech. What I can say is that Steve has made great progress. I look forward to seeing more from Steve in Season 4. </p><p><br/></p><p><br/></p><p>Correction: Steve was unable to get into tech, not community college. The post has been edited to account for this.</p><p><br/></p>
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Question: <p>if next season all of a sudden we have a Mike in love and missing eleven then it would mean his character was poorly written. as you say he and Eleven are not on the same page after season three, the final scene where Mike hugs his mom can't be because he's surprised that Eleven confessed her love to him, it must be because he realizes he has feelings for Will. if it weren't the case the Duffers wasted a great opportunity to develop the character of mike, hell all of the small details would be inconsistent! </p><p>it could also be that the Duffers retired at the last with Byler as Mileven is having a huge success in the fandom unlike Mike x Will, lately everything seems to be going against us byler theorists  :((</p>
Answer: <p>Everything you say is right. There really isn&rsquo;t a good explanation for the ending of season 3 that points to Mike being in love with El. From not kissing back, to wistfully looking back at Will&rsquo;s house, to hugging his mom like he did after he thought Will was dead, so much of it pointed to him being more broken up about Will. </p><p>I&rsquo;ve theorized a lot in the past that Mike&rsquo;s biggest problem is that he keep mixing up his feelings for Will and El. Every time he has some strong feelings about Will, something happens to allow El to show up and be the recipient of them. It&rsquo;s an explanation that makes a lot of sense from a psychological and narrative standpoint, but that doesn&rsquo;t necessarily mean I&rsquo;m right.</p><p>I can admit I might be wrong. I just can&rsquo;t admit it would make sense in this case. We&rsquo;ll have to wait and see what happens, I guess. I&rsquo;m feeling disheartened in general, but that is something I know happens to me from time to time.</p>
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Question: <p>One of the decals that comes with the SFX article is a heart that says "Hacker Girl", so I'm not sure Will will be doing anything tech related, that seems like it will be Suzie's forte.</p>
Answer: <p>I did consider that. I&rsquo;m not sure what else would be left for Will then. Did they really just give him an Alan Turing project to hint that he&rsquo;s gay? </p><p>I like Will, and I like the idea that he can be a positive gay teen character, but I don&rsquo;t want that to be all he is. He&rsquo;d be a token gay character. An elaborate token gay character, don&rsquo;t get me wrong, but a token, nonetheless. Now that he&rsquo;s had his moments in the first two seasons, he&rsquo;s done nothing but be a sad gay kid. That&rsquo;s just pathetic, and he deserves better, even if it leads to him standing up for himself later.</p><p>They could always give him a codebreaker role, but that&rsquo;s awfully similar to Robin in season 3. I realize that being gay often means having to recognize and use coded language, especially back in the days before acceptance, but wouldn&rsquo;t it be a little heavy-handed to have two gay characters be adept at codebreaking?</p><p>Eh, what do I even know, anyway?</p>
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Question: <p>what could be the &ldquo;tender&rdquo; and &ldquo;real&rdquo; argument that mike and eleven will have in season 4 to you? it may be the fact that they are in a long distance relashionship? </p>
Answer: <p>Tender and real argument? Is that from the interview? I didn&rsquo;t notice that part.</p><p>I mean, there&rsquo;s plenty that they might argue about. I don&rsquo;t care what anyone thinks, they did <i>not </i>leave season 3 on the same page. There&rsquo;s a lot of room for them to have missteps when they meet up again. Although, I do sort of wonder what happened to Thanksgiving or Christmas. They&rsquo;re building this up like it&rsquo;s the first time they&rsquo;ve seen each other since the move.</p><p>If I had to guess, I&rsquo;d say it&rsquo;s because Mike isn&rsquo;t being honest with his feelings. I do really think he&rsquo;ll be going through the motions, perhaps even leading El on. I don&rsquo;t think he&rsquo;d mean to do something like that, but I think it could happen anyway. Maybe it will just be the fact that they&rsquo;re a long-distance relationship. I really have no idea.</p><p>Honestly, I&rsquo;m losing faith in my ability to break down this show because, if what the more &ldquo;reliable&rdquo; people say is true, then there&rsquo;s not much realism in how the characters behave or develop. As a result, I can&rsquo;t use any of my skills to appropriately predict what might happen.</p>
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Question: <p>Let me ask you a question about Will's powers. There was a time you were so optimistic. Now you seem so ..... Conflicted? What happened? Was it the trailer?</p>
Answer: <p>Not the trailer. Not exactly.</p><p>There just doesn&rsquo;t seem to be a lot of room for Will to have powers. </p><p>As far as his individual character arc goes, he seems to be going through the same as he did last season. Mike is coming to visit, but he has to watch Mike and El together on what is probably his birthday. That doesn&rsquo;t necessarily preclude him from having powers, though. His character arc and his plot-relevant arc can be very different. Last season his plot arc involved being able to detect the Mindflayer.</p><p>However, we do have some small clues as to what his plot arc might be. His merchandise figures both have him reaching for his watch. That they even bothered to include his watch on the figures is relevant, as things like Funkos focus on what matters so that a character is recognizable. However, Mike&rsquo;s has been seen on his season 3 Funko (it had short sleeves), but not his others. It&rsquo;s a bit strange that both of them have watches visible when their Funkos for season 4 have long sleeves. What makes Will&rsquo;s interesting, though, is that he&rsquo;s reaching for, or pointing to, his watch. This tells me it has <i>some </i>amount of significance.</p><p>That along with his Alan Turing project leads me to believe his role in the story this season will involve technology. Either that or all he does is repeatedly tell us what time it is. I honestly wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised either way. I know we already have a clock motif this season, so maybe there&rsquo;s something bigger to the watch. I know some fans liked to think that they were a special think with Mike and Will, but all four of the Party members had watches from the start, I think. So why is Will&rsquo;s having attention drawn to it in his figures?</p><p>I&rsquo;m rambling, but nothing we&rsquo;ve seen so far even hints to Will having powers. I realize that they wouldn&rsquo;t reveal anything like that early, but there just doesn&rsquo;t even seem to be a place for it. It looks more and more like Will simply was in the wrong place at the wrong time, and everything &ldquo;special&rdquo; about him was a result of being in the Upside Down. </p><p>Plus, apparently, in this fandom, anything worth knowing is reported on Reddit. Since nobody there is reporting anything about Will, let alone that he has powers, then he must not be important, right?</p>
Tags: stranger things, stranger things 4, will byers

Post id: 681902125235716096
Date: 2022-04-18 20:09:03 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/681902125235716096
Slug: reddit-is-a-dangerous-topic-if-you-want-to-avoid
Reblog key: uQXKPUnB
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>reddit is a dangerous topic if you want to avoid spoilers since their info appeared in the trailer &amp; the monopoly board. they have at least one right source.</p>
Answer: <p>Perhaps, but I have no desire to try and pretend like I know who is and isn&rsquo;t trustworthy, or to figure it out, for that matter. I can admit they seemed to have gotten some stuff right, but is anyone keeping track of how much was wrong? </p>
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Question: <p>Did you read the Collider interview with Joe, Maya, and Priah? Joe said that Steve's whole thing of trying to get a girlfriend continues and he makes gains but the true meat of his story is his friendship with Robin. So it doesn't sound like his love life is really important itself but it's more him learning to value friendship over potential girlfriends.</p>
Answer: <p>I have not, no. I can&rsquo;t say I&rsquo;m a big fan of sites like Collider.</p><p>That&rsquo;s really what I want for him most of all. Steve has matured a bit every season. It&rsquo;s really been good to see.</p><p>We know that he&rsquo;ll try to get a girl, though. C'mon, he&rsquo;s Steve! There was even a set photo a while back where he seems to be hopelessly flirting with someone at the video store.</p><p>I do wonder how his friendship with Robin will impact his love life, though. I can only imagine people will assume they&rsquo;re dating. Dustin was trying to push Steve towards over the summer. He probably does think they&rsquo;re together.</p>
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Question: <p>Regarding that Stranger Things show that the dean from Community hosts: ......."but I also don't think it would have made it to the final cut if it was a big secret" ......... Actually, you could say the same thing about the sibling talks in general, Back then, sibling-Willel were far, faaaaar from being canon, Back then, we only our suspicions and those (obvious) hints, It has also made it to the final cut, despite it officially being a secret, And these days, we also have our suspicions and those (very obvious) hints, the only difference is that these days, it's about Will having powers</p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s fair. They were right about Will and El becoming siblings, even if it&rsquo;s not in the way season 2 hinted. </p><p>Still, Will having powers would be on an entirely different level when it came to story secrets.</p>
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Question: <p>tbh Martina&rsquo;s leaks seems to be way more probably than Alex&rsquo;s or Camilla&rsquo;s ones. And this thing about Lonnie and Will stocked in my head. What do u think of that?</p>
Answer: <p>I particularly enjoyed that bit. I would be quite happy if something like that happened in the season. </p><p>I don&rsquo;t know who those other leakers are, so I can&rsquo;t comment on any comparisons. All I&rsquo;ll say is that this particular leaker is entertaining, at the very least. Usually Will rarely gets a mention in these things.</p>
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Question: <p>Are you talking about the New Twitter Leaks from ma*****_ST4?</p>
Answer: <p>Yes. There&rsquo;s stuff there that could make a very entertaining season 4, but that doesn&rsquo;t mean I believe it. It&rsquo;s more likely just headcanons mixed with educated guess and existing spoilers.</p><p>I mean, they frame it as having learned it from a family member who worked with some of the actors, saying they got the info by being very annoying and not leaving him alone until he told, essentially. It&rsquo;s all very weird. You can come up with stuff like this, but not a more convincing source?</p>
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Question: <p>none of the new leaks are true, all total bullshit. the only true leaks that have been proven true time and time again are the ones from reddit, you just have to know the right reddit posters because some on there are bullshit also. </p>
Answer: <p>I mean, I tend to stay away from leaks, in general. Unfortunately, when I&rsquo;m bored, I&rsquo;m liable to check them out anyway. It&rsquo;s a good thing I go back to work tomorrow.</p>
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Question: <p>What kind of comedy do you think it will involve Mileven in season 4?</p>
Answer: <p>I really don&rsquo;t see a lot of room for comedy, at least not once stuff goes down. It actually seems like, with the bullying and secret base stuff, that there&rsquo;s more drama. They&rsquo;d need some comic relief in there, though, of course.</p><p>Mike needing El to help him stay on his feet while skating might be pretty funny.</p>
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Question: <p>Not everyone on Twitter saying that Mileven is confirmed to be endgame after that interview-</p><p>I&rsquo;m losing hopes&#128557;&#128557;</p>
Answer: <p>Why do you care what Twitter thinks?</p>
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Question: <p>Where are we hearing that Steve's love life is important this season? If it is, I think you could be right about a straight girl version of Robin being his love interest, but it's also possible Chrissy is a love interest for either Steve or Robin. If she's a senior it wouldn't be too weird, and it definitely seems like her character has more going on than the typical head cheerleader. Maybe she's closeted? Or maybe she has mental health struggles and only Steve sees through the HS royalty act?</p>
Answer: <p>My willpower gave out, and I saw a lot more the Monopoly stuff than I&rsquo;d like to admit. There&rsquo;s a surprising amount of information in there. Clearly, it&rsquo;s something that shouldn&rsquo;t have been released until after the new season launches.</p><p>Sigh, my curiosity is just too strong. I could resist. </p>
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Question: <p>I am completely stumped with what they&rsquo;re going to do with Steve&rsquo;s character pertaining to romance. His love life is set up to be something hella important this season, but I can&rsquo;t imagine who they would would be pairing him with? Originally I was thinking something like, him and Robin start crushing on the Vickie character. I don&rsquo;t know if that work long term tho. In the interview I read the word &ldquo;crushes&rdquo; so I assume it&rsquo;s either two separate people or it&rsquo;s being used a broad term? Again, idk.</p><p>Short version, what do you think they&rsquo;re going to do with Steve love-life wise this season? </p>
Answer: <p>Honestly? I was thinking that Steve may be interested in Vickie.</p><p>&ldquo;A cool, fast-talking band nerd&rdquo; makes her sound a lot like Robin. If Steve is still harboring some feelings for Robin, then a suspiciously similar girl (clever blond band nerd) might catch his eye. I&rsquo;m to understand that a certain piece of merchandise did reveal that Steve will take some time to see to his love life this season, not that this is a huge surprise.</p><p>Robin may like her, also, but, based on this description, it&rsquo;d almost sound like she&rsquo;d be dating herself. I know we all want Robin to get some love. That could be a twist if Steve&rsquo;s love interest ended up with Robin, but it&rsquo;d be a pretty mean thing to do to our king. </p>
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Question: <p>David Harbour hinted that we may learn more about Hopper&rsquo;s dad this&#65532; season. And Joyce and Hopper are adults, with a life behind them vs the kids and the teens, so I think it&rsquo;s natural to be a little curious about their past. But you may be right, and we&rsquo;ll never hear about it. </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;d expect to learn more about Hopper&rsquo;s past. I think David mentioned something about learning about his past in Vietnam? He&rsquo;s also most likely going to be tortured and interrogated. That might provide some backstory in a very unpleasant way. </p><p>We might see Joyce&rsquo;s past along with that since they went to school together.</p>
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Answer: <p>Omg I love that idea 😂 I wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised if that&rsquo;s true, at least in some cases! Good catch 👍✨</p>
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Question: <p>Everyone are saying that we shouldn&rsquo;t trust interviews but there&rsquo;s always a bit of truth in what the actors say,Finn literally said that El and Mike are in love and that he worked with El(millie) for almost 7 years without switching the partner like in soap operas. It&rsquo;s so obvious that Mileven is canon at this point,if they weren&rsquo;t Finn wouldn&rsquo;t mention that they are so in love don&rsquo;t you think? </p>
Answer: <p>So, I guess there&rsquo;s no suspense as to whether Mike and El end up together then? I mean, if Finn saying they&rsquo;re in love means that&rsquo;s how it&rsquo;s going to be, then there must not be any reason to doubt it. That&rsquo;s how you&rsquo;re making it sound. I realize it&rsquo;s very easy to assume a relationship between male and female leads must be successful, but you&rsquo;re basically setting a very low bar here and are ignoring everything we&rsquo;ve seen about this relationship.</p><p>Sigh, I really don&rsquo;t want to talk anymore about this, mainly because Collider doesn&rsquo;t deserve this degree of attention.</p><p>Just go out and Google &ldquo;celebrities lying in interviews&rdquo; if you think actors saying anything means it must be true.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think the interview about Mileven is real ? Because if it is then honestly there is no doubt that Mileven is endgame.  and I really thought that the duffers would make Byler canon &#128580;</p>
Answer: <p>It was apparently done last June, but only posted today (do I have that right?). I dunno, it&rsquo;s Collider, though, so it&rsquo;s whatever.</p><p>These interviews mean nothing. They would have received the expected questions in advance, so they would have been prepared for their answers with the showrunners. You can&rsquo;t believe everything you read about upcoming releases. They don&rsquo;t want people knowing what happens. </p><p>Read into the answers, and it actually doesn&rsquo;t sound good, anyway. They sound like they&rsquo;re making themselves stay together.</p>
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Question: <p>This has probably been already pointed out but I was just watching "Beyond Stranger Things" on Netflix (Season 2 Behind the Scenes interview series) and at 14:40 on the last episode..... watch for about a minute and there's definitely some pretty interesting stuff. (Context: they were talking about Jopper and how that would obviously unite characters.)</p><p>In summary, Shawn Levy and Millie and Noah all get excited for a minute at the possibility of "El-Will Byers stepsiblings!!!" And Noah's like "well you could never really get in fights...." and they're like "because she could throw you across the room lol" and Millie's like "yeah! Unless you have powers.... dun dun dun!!! *with dramatic piano playing and everything*"</p><p>And then it pans to the Duffers' faces and just look at them lmaooo. And Millie's like "alright, I'll stop talking"</p><p>Anyways, as a fan of Will-Byers-Has-Powers, I'm incredibly excited right now haha</p><p>What do you think of this?</p>
Answer: <p>I took a quick look at this. The Duffers do have a strange look on their faces when she says this, but I also don&rsquo;t think it would have made it to the final cut if it was a big secret. </p><p>I suppose it&rsquo;s possible that she brought up something that the Duffers hadn&rsquo;t really told anyone about, yet. Still, though, they could have just laughed it off as Millie having fun with a headcanon.</p>
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Question: <p>Pennhurst was only referenced once by Lucas in S1 as well&hellip; it would be cool (so to speak) to hear about Darlene again, it&rsquo;s weird how they have given us absolutely nothing about Joyce&rsquo;s past and family. </p>
Answer: <p>Well, we don&rsquo;t really know a lot about anyone&rsquo;s past or family, really. We get some references to the past here and there, but that&rsquo;s it. Knowing about Aunt Darlene and Joyce cutting class to smoke with Hopper seems pretty on par with references to other characters&rsquo; backstories.</p>
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Question: <p>how can mike love eleven after the last kiss of them in season 3? it&rsquo;s so awkard&#128557;&#128557;</p><p>how do you interpret that scene btw?</p>
Answer: <p>It was amazingly awkward. </p><p>I interpret that scene as them never having formally gotten back together at that point. It makes no sense, otherwise. They may have sort of just fallen back into the relationship without talking about it, but they also may have just been friends.</p><p>Mike was definitely surprised by the conversation. He was also very uncomfortable with it. This is clearly the first time El has tried to bring it up, and the first time she said she loved him. She walks up ad kisses him while he has a confused frown on his face. He doesn&rsquo;t kiss her back, instead standing stiff with his eyes open. He doesn&rsquo;t bring his hands up to hold her, he doesn&rsquo;t relax into it, he doesn&rsquo;t do <i>anything</i>.</p><p>Mike does not seem happy about it. Even if you try to justify it by saying he&rsquo;s too shocked to react to the kiss, his reaction afterwards isn&rsquo;t any better. He stands there, not even really looking back at her, he seems to frown and shake his head.</p><p>This doesn&rsquo;t seem like someone who is in love.</p><p>Fans of Mike and El would tell you that he was just in shock because he wasn&rsquo;t prepared to talk about what he had said months ago, but here&rsquo;s what I think is going on.</p><ul><li>Mike and El never seriously spoke about what&rsquo;s going on in their relationship after Starcourt. El is mourning Hopper, so it&rsquo;s not really a priority. </li><li>They may have been more casual about their relationship since then, or they may not have officially gotten back together at all.</li><li>El is watching her life fall apart. She lost Hopper, and now she&rsquo;s losing Mike (in a sense). She&rsquo;s afraid of that, so she tells him she loves him in an attempt to keep him as best as the situation allows.</li><li>Mike is unable to respond to her. He <i>is </i>in shock, but not for the reason people expect. He <i>did </i>forget that he said that, and now that she says it back, he finds he can&rsquo;t say it to her.</li><li>She kisses him, and he&rsquo;s not into it. It&rsquo;s not because she&rsquo;s leaving, otherwise he&rsquo;d try to savor it as much as possible. He knows he <i>should </i>be liking it, but he doesn&rsquo;t. </li><li>As El walks off, Mike frowns and shakes his head with his eyes closed. This is the response of a person who had an unpleasant thought. </li></ul><p>So, basically, this is where I think Mike realizes he doesn&rsquo;t love El, at least not in a romantic sense. Everything was fine until she said she loved him. It&rsquo;s something he should have been thrilled to hear, but he finds that he isn&rsquo;t. This <i>might </i>be the first time he entertained the notion that he&rsquo;s gay or in love with Will, hence the head shake. One does not try to shake off the kiss of the love of their life the moment after they say &ldquo;I love you, too&rdquo; for the first time.</p><p><b>I think this is also the moment where Mike starts to think that he has to stay with her now. </b>Keep in mind Mike&rsquo;s parents&rsquo; situation. They clearly aren&rsquo;t in love, but they stay with each other, apparently out of obligation. The interview going around today where their relationship is described as marriage without the possibility of divorce really only reinforces this idea in my mind. </p><p>Expect season 4 Mike Wheeler to be going through the motions with El. Mike is still a nice guy, and cares about El, so he&rsquo;s going to feel like he owes it to her. They&rsquo;re going to be another Ted and Karen, not realizing that it will ultimately make them both miserable in the long run.</p>
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Question: <p>Imagine we end up finding that aunt Darlene is or was residing in Pennhurst, too. I know you don't think the Byers aren't related to Victor Creel but even if you're right it's still possible that Darlene and Victor know each other.</p>
Answer: <p>I didn&rsquo;t say they aren&rsquo;t related, just that we really have no evidence of it. It seems more like a headcanon than anything else. I&rsquo;m not going to make an assumption like that without a reason for it.</p><p>Aunt Darlene showing up after being referenced once way back in season 1 would really be something.</p>
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Question: <p>The interview straight up looks like one you'd find in a gossip magazine for teenagers or whatever. I just can't take it seriously. </p>
Answer: <p>Indeed. </p><p>Anyone who assumes you can just believe anything you read about entertainment is begging for disappointment.</p><p>Any Marvel fans out there? Remember when Paul Bettany said he would be working with someone he was excited to finally be working with in an episode of WandaVision? Then we found out he was referring to himself because there were two Visions.</p><p>Reblog with your favorite celebrity interview misdirects!</p>
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Question: <p>The yearbook with Horowitz name was fan made. That said, I think it would be interesting if Joyce is Jewish or half Jewish like Winona. It could partially explain why, despite his terrible behavior, Lonnie is still more considered as "one of us" than her by Hawkins people. I&rsquo;m not an American but I feel like 80s Indiana, while not the most bigoted place on earth, wasn&rsquo;t very inclusive.</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s good to know that was fan-made. It&rsquo;d seem really lazy if Joyce&rsquo;s maiden name was Winona&rsquo;s real last name. </p><p>We don&rsquo;t really know enough about Joyce to know exactly why she&rsquo;s treated the way she is, but we can make a few educated guesses. </p><p>I don&rsquo;t think her being Jewish is one of them since it looks like the Byers celebrate Christmas. I realize some Jewish families might celebrate the more secular aspects of the holiday, but you&rsquo;d think Joyce would introduce her own culture to the boys, at least after Lonnie left. Though, it&rsquo;s possible Joyce isn&rsquo;t religious.</p><p>The main reason may be that Lonnie ran off on them. Today, that would be the sign of a deadbeat dad and husband. In Hawkins, in the 80s, Lonnie was probably able to play it off as Joyce being such a terrible wife that he had to get out. </p><p>Joyce also already had a reputation for being a bit off. I believe Jonathan mentioned she&rsquo;s always had something of an anxiety problem. There&rsquo;s also mention of an Aunt Darlene who is hinted as having some mental health issues. Joyce&rsquo;s entire family might have been looked down upon. </p><p>Joyce&rsquo;s treatment of the town could also go with the theme of being forced to conform. Joyce is raising her kids alone, which is not how it&rsquo;s &ldquo;supposed&rdquo; to work, and she&rsquo;s being blamed for it. Again, Lonnie was probably able to spin it so that it looked like he had no choice. Joyce always was something of a rebel, going back to high school when she and Hopper would cut class to smoke. It&rsquo;s safe to say she never cared about following the expected path in life. </p><p>I do wonder if we&rsquo;ll see her real last name at some point. Maybe if we get some Hawkins flashbacks to when she and Hopper were teenagers?</p>
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Question: <p>joyce horowitz wasn't it? acc to that yearbook page that came out back in 2016</p>
Answer: <p>Perhaps I missed that. Is it canon? Horowitz is Winona Ryder&rsquo;s real last name, so I&rsquo;m a little skeptical.</p>
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Question: <p>On the Alan Turing thing, I think there are some recurring "code" things with Will. There's how he communicates with Joyce through the lights in s1, the Morse code, obviously, and don't forget the drawings. Remember how Bob was bringing him puzzles? Will basically created a puzzle of the Mind Flayer's plans, using his subconscious so the Flayer wouldn't notice. So he kind of already has fought back through code. I'd love to see that built on. And I'd LOVE some scenes with Will and Robin.</p>
Answer: <p>Good point. Will did use codes and puzzles several times already. He clearly has an analytical mind and is extremely clever and quick thinking. Perhaps this is why he seemed particularly interested in Dustin&rsquo;s inventions last season.</p><p>I can&rsquo;t wait to see how the Alan Turing thing gets worked into season 4. It&rsquo;s a bit too specific to just be a random project for him to do since El is also doing one.</p>
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Question: <p>lol. free time over easter + trailer drop = your inbox blowing up like crazy &#128516; i feel for you. also, the movie theater scene is having a moment, huh? but anons make some good points. the more you think about it, the more it feels like some of the most solid evidence for byler there is. i love it. the trailer had people panicking and byler fandom said "um, excuse me. i think you forgot exhibits a, b, and c of duffer bros choices that have no heterosexual explanation". and we all reconsidered &#128518;</p>
Answer: <p>I suppose having too many Asks isn&rsquo;t a bad problem to have. There was a time when nobody even knew who I was. I never could have imagined then that I&rsquo;d get to this point.</p><p>The thing about Byler is that it&rsquo;s always been just barely beneath the surface. It&rsquo;s not something that is going to necessarily show up on first glance, but it can be found when looking closer. </p><p>It&rsquo;s sort of goes along with the territory when you&rsquo;re a gay teen, especially in the days before it was largely accepted. When you can&rsquo;t be out in the open with your feelings, it becomes a matter of being subtle, while looking for subtle signs in others. I doubt the Duffers are intentionally working that into Mike and Will&rsquo;s dynamic, but it comes naturally when you&rsquo;re trying to say something without saying something because that something can make people hate you, even your best friends.</p><p>I think it&rsquo;s only normal for those of us in the LGBT community, especially the older among us, to be able to see subtle signs in media that point to same-sex romance because we&rsquo;ve lived it. Moments like when that cute guy is being just slightly nicer to you than what would be considered normal. Does it mean anything or is he just being polite? You can&rsquo;t just ask because you have no idea how bad things might get. </p><p>It&rsquo;s not unreasonable at all to think that Mike and Will are going through something like this in a show set in the 80s. </p>
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Question: <p>Maybe the whole Alan Turing thing is giving us more than just a hint on Will's sexuality. I mean even if Alan's interest in men is a well known fact it's not THE reason that guy is famous is it? He was a genius nerd who invented a machine that basically saved the world from being doomed. We had that scene of Will using Morse code, not exactly the same as the enigma code, but that could still work as another parallel. BUT what I'm trying to say is that Alan playing a grand role in saving the world may be another hint on what the duffers have planned for Will.</p>
Answer: <p>I suppose Will knowing Morse code should have been a hint that he had some skills we haven&rsquo;t seen yet. Maybe this is why we see him sitting at the table with the radio in the scene the helicopter shows up at the Byers home.</p><p>I wonder what he&rsquo;ll think when he meets Suzie. He didn&rsquo;t think girls played video games. What will he think when he meets a girl into science?</p><p>I hope Will has a better fate in store for him than Alan Turing, though. If I recall correctly, he was forced to undergo chemical castration due to being gay, then died young to poisoning that was determined to be suicide.</p>
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Question: <p>Oh my god, I thought it's Easter weekend but seems like it's actually the official "let  Hawkinsschoolcounselor answer as many asks about the movie theater scene as he can weekend" lol. Anyways, do you believe in that the Byers are related to the Creels theory? (sorry for breaking the tradition &#128569;) hope you're having a great Easter time.</p>
Answer: <p>You have no idea how difficult it&rsquo;s been to keep up with Asks since the trailer hit. My days of being able to answer them all are over.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t see any evidence for the Creels being related to the Byers. Anything is possible, though. We don&rsquo;t know what Joyce&rsquo;s maiden name is.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think we'll get confirmation of Mike being gay, or at least being in love with Will this season?</p>
Answer: <p>With episodes being as long as they are, I do think they have time to do that. At the very least, I think it&rsquo;ll be as obvious as it was with Will last season.</p>
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Question: <p>But what's interesting is that all the same things could have been accomplished with Will at home alone, watching a zombie movie on TV. He tries to call his friends, but they're all out doing couple stuff. He senses the MF, the power cuts out, we pan out and see the whole town was affected. All the same story beats get hit, except the Byler sexual tension and Mike's concern for Will. It would actually set up Will's feelings of isolation better if he'd been alone. But instead we got Byler. Why &#128514;</p>
Answer: <p>Well, the audience still wants to see the Party being the Party. </p><p>Though it&rsquo;s worth noting that they made sure to do something while Dustin was still away that El couldn&rsquo;t be a part of. They still made it a situation that looked like a double date. </p><p>They even had Mike reaching into Will&rsquo;s bag with an excited look on his face. Not only does it seem like it&rsquo;s totally normal for him to help himself to what&rsquo;s in there, but that Will knew what Mike would want.</p>
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Question: <p>Maybe the whole Alan Turing thing is giving us more than just a hint on Will's sexuality. I mean even if Alan's interest in men is a well known fact it's not THE reason that guy is famous is it? He was a genius nerd who invented a machine that basically saved the world from being doomed. We had that scene of Will using Morse code, not exactly the same as the enigma code, but that could still work as another parallel. BUT what I'm trying to say is that Alan playing a grand role in saving the world may be another hint on what the duffers have planned for Will.</p>
Answer: <p>I suppose Will knowing Morse code should have been a hint that he had some skills we haven&rsquo;t seen yet. Maybe this is why we see him sitting at the table with the radio in the scene the helicopter shows up at the Byers home.</p><p>I wonder what he&rsquo;ll think when he meets Suzie. He didn&rsquo;t think girls played video games. What will he think when he meets a girl into science?</p><p>I hope Will has a better fate in store for him than Alan Turing, though. If I recall correctly, he was forced to undergo chemical castration due to being gay, then died young to poisoning that was determined to be suicide.</p>
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Question: <p>The movie scene is interesting because it seems like it exists to give us a romantic moment between Will and Mike, more than anything. Max and Lucas don't need to be there for a scene where Will feels the MF, so why are they there? To hint this is a date. Will has sensed the MF before. And he doesn't tell anyone here. So why not have him be at home for this scene? Because then Mike couldn't notice and be concerned. It seems like Byler is the whole point. The scene is set up that way all for them</p>
Answer: <p>I see the movie theater scene as serving a few purposes:</p><p>1) Show that Mike has been spending so much time at the cabin that he&rsquo;s neglecting his other friends.</p><p>2) Show that Mike and Will still have a connection, setting the scene to look like a double date with them and Max and Lucas.</p><p>3) Introduce that Will can sense the Mindflayer.</p><p>4) Use Day of the Dead to hint at the Juju Zombie-like minions of the Mindflayer.</p><p>5) Set up that something is using a lot of power (which turns out to be the Russian Gate experiments).</p><p>I&rsquo;m out right now, so I can&rsquo;t go into detail, but this is how I see it. I may have missed something, though. Maybe I should rewatch before season 4. </p><p>The Mike and Will stuff is definitely part of it, since they didn&rsquo;t have to highlight the two of them the way they did, but it&rsquo;s not all the scene accomplishes. </p>
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Question: <p>OK but imagine Will comes out and gets a boyfriend. And Mike gets jealous! Everyone else is happy for Will except Mike. Mike just doesn't like him, but can't explain why.</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;d honestly sooner think he&rsquo;d get a fake girlfriend to hide the fact that he&rsquo;s gay. </p><p>Maybe Mike would get mad because that&rsquo;s supposed to be his schtick.</p>
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Question: <p>So you think they were trying not to be alone, or hoping Lumax would do their own thing and they would end up basically alone, or they just didn't think about it? I know why the writers framed the scene the way they did, because Lumax don't even need to be there for purpose of the scene. They were trying to give us a Byler date but hide it from the casual fans. I'm more wondering what you think the character thought processes for Byler are, at that point in the story? What are they thinking?</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t think they were trying to be alone, no. If that were the case, they wouldn&rsquo;t have gone to the movies with Lucas and Max. They certainly didn&rsquo;t mind it, though. Unfortunately, we don&rsquo;t really have any point of comparison since this is the only time we see them go to the movies.</p><p>It&rsquo;s worth mentioning, though, that this all happens after Mike is with El. The fact that he&rsquo;d look at Will&rsquo;s lips after spending the day making out with El is a bit suspicious. In that moment, if even for a split second, he thought about kissing Will. Will &ldquo;I&rsquo;m not gonna fall in love&rdquo; Byers was thinking the same about Mike. What we don&rsquo;t know, though, is how consciously aware they were of these thoughts. Will was sensing the Mindflayer, which is certainly more important, and Mike&rsquo;s concern for Will generally overrides any other feeling, including wanting to kiss him, apparently.</p>
Tags: stranger things 3, byler

Post id: 681626533756026880
Date: 2022-04-15 19:08:38 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/681626533756026880
Slug: i-think-a-demogorgon-tries-to-come-through-at-the
Reblog key: dcoUAx9Z
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I think a Demogorgon tries to come through at the skate rink. Maybe it doesn't get all the way in, like when it used to partially come through the walls at the Byers place, but the group can see Demogorgon slime, or the floor warping, or maybe even the brief reflection of a Demogorgon opening its face and screaming, in the shattered remains of the disco ball. They look more uneasy than afraid, so it must be unclear enough that they need a closer look. Or weird but not a threat, like the slugs</p>
Answer: <p>Something like that <i>would </i>be enough to get Owens&rsquo; attention.</p><p>But how is the Upside Down reaching California? I can&rsquo;t see Vecna/the Mindflayer trying to get to El. It&rsquo;s actually in his best interest for her to be far away, unaware of what&rsquo;s happening.</p><p>I dunno. I&rsquo;m still inclined to think that something happens after Mike leaves El alone on the rink. We still have that clip from the 004 teaser where El is being laughed at by the girls.</p><p>This is still an interesting idea, though.</p>
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Question: <p>Re: the Lite Brite - while Will did seem to have a greater control over the lights than anyone we've seen so far, don't forget Joyce made all the lights in the house flicker too, as she and Hopper walked through. Back in season one, when they went to retrieve Will. Joyce didn't do anything intentionally, but the lights still followed her path through the house, and Jonathan knew it was her.</p>
Answer: <p>Bleh.</p><p>Well, this means that simply being in the presence of a living being causes electrical devices to activate (for some reason). </p><p>I suppose this could let the Party use a LiteBrite to track the position of someone in the Upside Down based on whether it lit up. </p><p>Why are they using it in the Wheeler house, though?</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think Vecna is talking to El (you&rsquo;ve broken everything, etc)?</p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s probably what they want us to think. It usually ends up being El in these situations, after all. </p><p><i>You&rsquo;ve broken everything. Your suffering is almost&hellip;at an end.</i></p><p>What we can sort of glean from this is that Vecna is speaking to someone who both defied him (broke everything) and is suffering. I&rsquo;m also working under the assumption that Vecna is the Mindflayer with a material form.</p><p>Let&rsquo;s go through the candidates:</p><ol><li>Eleven: The expected answer. This dialogue comes across as quite similar to when the Mindflayer spoke to El through Billy. El isn&rsquo;t actively suffering, as far as we know, but she&rsquo;s messed up his plans before. El also won&rsquo;t get to Hawkins for quite some time, so I don&rsquo;t know how this dialogue could happen before everything has already hit the fan. Likelihood: 4/10</li><li>Will: Similar to El, I doubt Will encounters Vecna until later on. He&rsquo;s defied the Mindflayer, though, having broken free of his control (twice if you count season 1) and worked against him in season 3. He seems like he may be suffering a bit in season 4, but in a rather mundane way. Likelihood: 5/10.</li><li>Victor Creel: We don&rsquo;t have enough information to go on, but it&rsquo;s suggested that he had a run-in with Vecna in 1959. He certainly seems to be suffering in present day, also. Likelihood: 6/10</li><li>Billy: This sort of depends on what exactly happened last season. We had that whole two Billy thing, which suggested Billy was replaced with a simulacrum. Still, Flayed!Billy seemed to retain his consciousness most of the time, even if he was being influenced in a manner similar to Will in season 2. If Billy&rsquo;s real body was swapped out, then he may have been in the Upside Down for nearly a year. Billy did defy the Mindflayer, preventing it from flaying El. <b>I&rsquo;m actually thinking that Vecna is just the Mindflayer after using Billy&rsquo;s body to achieve physical form.</b> The suffering it refers to could be the agony Billy&rsquo;s remaining consciousness has been in. Likelihood: 8/10</li></ol><p>You know, I used to hate the idea of Billy making a comeback, but I&rsquo;m starting to see some real possibilities for how it could work without handwaving what happened last season.</p><p>Feel free to reply/reblog with your own theories, people!</p>
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Question: <p>Hey friend, I hope this isn't too far off. But here's a theory. When Mike and Will return from their argument, something has happened, causing the three of them making those certain expressions at the roller rink, aka one of the photos they gave us a few weeks ago. Mike and Will making those worried or shocked expressions because they   supposedly assume or suspect whatever happened is linked to the argument/Will exploding or whatever. And they're like wtf. Whereas El looking confused or surprised because she has no clue and prob thinks it's something she has caused. I hope you know what pic I'm talking about.I obv have no proof but I'd still like to hear your thoughts.</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, I know what you&rsquo;re talking about.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1912" data-orig-width="3840"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/017261c6594be688669fd266cf817c61/a6920a4737e1c81d-79/s640x960/77f1ed34cf137f3f916377d33ea2397450a3ae33.jpg" data-orig-height="1912" data-orig-width="3840"/></figure></div><p>It&rsquo;s a tough image to make sense of without some context to it. Really, the only clues we have are that El&rsquo;s dress thing that she&rsquo;s wearing over her shirt seems to have soda or something discoloring it. It&rsquo;s weird, though, because I don&rsquo;t see anything staining her shirt, and she doesn&rsquo;t seem to have anything on her face or hair. I say this because one theory was that El snaps after someone throws a soda at her. El is still without her powers at this point, though, at least as far as she is aware.</p><p>I think Mike and Will are shocked because something terrible happened. I don&rsquo;t think they have any idea what it is, though, but someone is probably badly hurt (I think from maybe that disco ball). El seems more confused because she probably thinks it feels like the sort of thing her powers could do, but she doesn&rsquo;t think she did it. This would be especially confusing if it happened when she was angry. Yeah, they could always digitally remove any blood from her nose for the photo, but she still tells Owens she doesn&rsquo;t have her powers, and that seems to take place after this, so I think she honestly thinks that.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think Vecna is talking to El (you&rsquo;ve broken everything, etc)?</p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s probably what they want us to think. It usually ends up being El in these situations, after all. </p><p><i>You&rsquo;ve broken everything. Your suffering is almost&hellip;at an end.</i></p><p>What we can sort of glean from this is that Vecna is speaking to someone who both defied him (broke everything) and is suffering. I&rsquo;m also working under the assumption that Vecna is the Mindflayer with a material form.</p><p>Let&rsquo;s go through the candidates:</p><ol><li>Eleven: The expected answer. This dialogue comes across as quite similar to when the Mindflayer spoke to El through Billy. El isn&rsquo;t actively suffering, as far as we know, but she&rsquo;s messed up his plans before. El also won&rsquo;t get to Hawkins for quite some time, so I don&rsquo;t know how this dialogue could happen before everything has already hit the fan. Likelihood: 4/10</li><li>Will: Similar to El, I doubt Will encounters Vecna until later on. He&rsquo;s defied the Mindflayer, though, having broken free of his control (twice if you count season 1) and worked against him in season 3. He seems like he may be suffering a bit in season 4, but in a rather mundane way. Likelihood: 5/10.</li><li>Victor Creel: We don&rsquo;t have enough information to go on, but it&rsquo;s suggested that he had a run-in with Vecna in 1959. He certainly seems to be suffering in present day, also. Likelihood: 6/10</li><li>Billy: This sort of depends on what exactly happened last season. We had that whole two Billy thing, which suggested Billy was replaced with a simulacrum. Still, Flayed!Billy seemed to retain his consciousness most of the time, even if he was being influenced in a manner similar to Will in season 2. If Billy&rsquo;s real body was swapped out, then he may have been in the Upside Down for nearly a year. Billy did defy the Mindflayer, preventing it from flaying El. <b>I&rsquo;m actually thinking that Vecna is just the Mindflayer after using Billy&rsquo;s body to achieve physical form.</b> The suffering it refers to could be the agony Billy&rsquo;s remaining consciousness has been in. Likelihood: 8/10</li></ol><p>You know, I used to hate the idea of Billy making a comeback, but I&rsquo;m starting to see some real possibilities for how it could work without handwaving what happened last season.</p><p>Feel free to reply/reblog with your own theories, people!</p>
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Question: <p>One question, do you believe that Mike is gay ? </p>
Answer: <p>Hello, welcome to my blog. Since you&rsquo;re asking me this, I assume you&rsquo;re unfamiliar with my work. I invite you to take a look at the pinned post on my blog. I have written on this matter a number of times.</p><p>Long story short, though: yes, I think he&rsquo;s gay.</p>
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Question: <p>Looks like an observation room, where someone could watch the kids from behind mirrored glass. I'm guessing at least one of the people El killed was in that room and got thrown back into the wall. My guess? An explosive burst of her telekinesis shattered the glass and sent everyone flying. The glass shards probably hit the other people in the room. That would explain the bloody handprints, and maybe the blood on El too, if some of it is hers.</p>
Answer: <div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="889" data-orig-width="1897"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2771965ac7b38760cb85473d314aaff1/a532f5f8a051a320-94/s640x960/4f5c7e7c11e11cb66b9b9f1a84f576a5edd9dfa4.png" data-orig-height="889" data-orig-width="1897"/></figure></div><p>Yes, it&rsquo;s most likely an observation room. It&rsquo;s a two-way mirror, as you can see the reflection of what looks like a maze in the lower right corner. I won&rsquo;t lie, I spent some time gazing into the reflections looking for clues. </p><p>I&rsquo;m no forensics expert, but, based on the impact on the back wall, I&rsquo;m assuming someone was thrown through the window into the room, and that&rsquo;s what broke the window.</p><p>We can see El is going all-out, as she is bleeding from both her eyes and nose, perhaps even more than when she closed the Gate in season 2. </p><p>The blood on her gown is smeared. There&rsquo;s no splatter. This isn&rsquo;t blood that hit her, it was transferred from someone&rsquo;s body onto her. Maybe someone grabbed her, possibly the person responsible for the handprint. Perhaps they were trying to stop her, but were too wounded, so they fell, hand dragging against the wall. They were already bleeding, so it left El covered in it.</p><p>If El isn&rsquo;t attacking the other kids, then she is attacking Brenner&rsquo;s men. Perhaps Brenner sent in soldiers to test their skills. This is especially horrific, though, as there&rsquo;s no way that all these kids would have abilities applicable to combat. It&rsquo;s also very difficult to believe that soldiers, loyal to Brenner or not, would attempt to seriously harm, let alone kill, children.</p><p>Here&rsquo;s what I think happened:</p><p>Kali isn&rsquo;t here. We know this because Kali left at some point after El disappeared from the Rainbow Room. </p><p>El was part of the Rainbow Room at one point. If El disappeared from the room, but was still in the Lab, then it could be that she was meant for something special. I think this is where she started getting special training. Brenner would want her isolated from the others. Maybe he saw her playing with the others, like Kali, and worried that she&rsquo;d get too close to them, that she&rsquo;d start thinking about how they felt about her. There couldn&rsquo;t be emotional bonds for her to do what he wanted her to do. She had to want his approval and his approval alone. He may even had told her that they were bad. </p><p>&ldquo;They&rsquo;re not special to me, Eleven. Not like you are. But we can give them a chance to earn it. That&rsquo;s where you come in. You want to help Papa, right?&rdquo;</p>
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Question: <p>it is confirmed by netflixfilm that the trailer has only scenes from volume 1 it seems that everything happens earlier this season, I saw it in a place that vecna already appears in the second episode and the duffer confirmed that max floating happens in the fourth episode so I think volume 1 go to episode 5 idk</p><p>https://www.instagram.com/p/CcRFkLns4Pm/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y=</p>
Answer: <p>If that&rsquo;s the case, then they&rsquo;re really going full &ldquo;midseason finale&rdquo; this time around. I can&rsquo;t say I really like that sort of thing, though. </p><p>Honestly, I&rsquo;m hopeful that there&rsquo;s some sort of reason for the one month gap between volumes. Like, I hope they have a way to tie it in to the show in some meta way. I hate artificial cliffhangers like this.</p>
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Question: <p>Hello ! Idk if you can answer this , but I was wondering , is firestarter on the stranger things 4 movie list ? </p>
Answer: <p>I can&rsquo;t say that I recall seeing it on the season 4 list, but I can say, with 99% certainty, that the Duffers have seen it and used it for inspiration for the series as a whole. There&rsquo;s just far too many similarities with El and the whole program Brenner is running.</p>
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Question: <p>I've already asked someone else this but I love to get people's perceptions so excuse me if you've answered a question like this before but: do you think that when Will comes out that it'll be similar to Robin's coming out scene in the sense where she never actually says any words like "lesbian" or "gay" or "queer"? </p>
Answer: <p>This is an interesting question.</p><p>I really enjoyed Robin&rsquo;s coming out scene, not just for Robin&rsquo;s own visceral confession, but also Steve&rsquo;s easy acceptance. It was such an amazing moment for both of them. </p><p>Honestly, I don&rsquo;t think she needed to use any of those terms. I&rsquo;d go as far as to say I liked that she didn&rsquo;t. She was able to get her point across without it. I feel like it allowed her to identify that aspect of who she is without making her seem like an &ldquo;other.&rdquo; She&rsquo;s didn&rsquo;t put herself in a different category, and neither did Steve. That entire scene was largely about their relationship, and this detail, I think, let them have Robin come out without setting up this barrier of them being in two different groups. </p><p>It&rsquo;s also worth mentioning that we didn&rsquo;t have the same focus on identity labels back then. The three terms you mentioned were probably the only three she&rsquo;d have known, and she honestly may not even know how to describe herself, despite knowing how she feels. Rural Indiana wasn&rsquo;t really the best place to learn about that.</p><p>I do feel like Will&rsquo;s situation needs to be different, though. With Will, we&rsquo;ve always had this big question mark over his head. Some of us have seen it since season 1, some didn&rsquo;t pick up on it until season 3, but it was always there. It&rsquo;s likely something he&rsquo;s been struggling with, quietly, as so many LGBT kids have done, especially back then. I don&rsquo;t know if he&rsquo;s really figured it out himself, yet. He knows Mike is special, but maybe not so much why. I imagine that will be his main story arc this season, though. I think his new bullies will be throwing gay slurs at him just like Troy did, especially after seeing he does a hero project on Alan Turing. </p><p>Ultimately, due to his journey being fundamentally different from Robin&rsquo;s, I think Will needs to take control of it. He needs to own it and proudly (though probably nervously) say that he&rsquo;s gay at some point. People have been telling him he is, very negatively, for so long. He needs to say it about himself in a positive way, out loud, to people who matter to him. </p>
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Question: <p>I feel like the duffers throw too much into the pot anymore to see what sticks, or simply because they can, and the show duffers because of it. Too much plot, too many characters, and the plot and heart of the show, including the relationships between the kids, suffers. It feels like they got carried away with their success and have them budget to do whatever they want now and fully forgot what made S1 a universally praised show. S3 was panned and yet they keep going that way. I&rsquo;m so let down</p>
Answer: <p>I see what you&rsquo;re saying. I&rsquo;m not sure I agree with you, but I can easily understand why you&rsquo;d think this. I was getting uneasy listening to them break down the trailer with how they kept saying &ldquo;we always wanted to do this&rdquo; when they talked about certain elements. It came across as them trying to make certain things work instead of them taking advantage of natural opportunities to work them in.</p><p>There&rsquo;s always the risk of a popular franchise going off the rails. Executive meddling can often try to push things closer and closer to what is profitable instead of what is, well, <i>good</i>. I don&rsquo;t think that&rsquo;s happening here, though. The Duffers have stated before that the reason they went with Netflix in the first place is that they were given the freedom to make the show they wanted, as other offers required them to make fundamental changes to the show. </p><p>I think you&rsquo;re overstating the view of season 3. There was a definite change in tone, but it was deliberate dissonant to what was happening in the plot. It was all saccharine and Americana with the consumerism and values, but underneath we saw corruption, bad relationships, and a monster literally taking over good people. It was <i><b>supposed </b></i>to seem odd. This actually does fit with the spirit of season 1, which largely relied on giving us the expected 80s tropes, but then turning them on their heads. Things not being what they seem has always been at the core of this show.</p><p>Yeah, it was different from the first couple of seasons, but I don&rsquo;t consider that a bad thing. The kids are growing up, so their view of the world is changing. Puberty was a big theme of the season, according to the Duffers, so they worked it into how they crafted the story. </p><p>New characters can be a concern, but they&rsquo;ve managed it well so far. The characters that didn&rsquo;t die the same season they were introduced have become good additions to the story, I think. The others did the job they needed to do, then were killed off. The only one I wish didn&rsquo;t die was Bob.</p><p>As for the relationships, well, I think that was still a big part of season 3, and it will be an even bigger part of season 4. We already see hints of that with Lucas seeming to be exploring interests away from the Party, Mike and Will seeming distant, and the new friends for the older teens.</p><p>Have faith, my friend. These are still the same people who made the first two seasons, and they&rsquo;ve been saying for a long time that they&rsquo;ve had the general story worked out from the start. Yeah, they might be adjusting the details as they go, but they do know what they want to make. I&rsquo;ll admit I&rsquo;m a bit nervous with how ambitious season 4 appears, but I&rsquo;m trusting them to do it right. </p>
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Question: <p>Kathy Bates in &ldquo;Misery&rdquo; meets one of the Duggar sisters. That&rsquo;s all I see when I look at El in the roller rink. &#129326;</p>
Answer: <p>Aw, be nice. She&rsquo;s trying.</p>
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Question: <p>No aspetta sei ITALIANO? Do you speak italian?</p>
Answer: <p>I suppose clarification is in order. I&rsquo;m Italian American. Third generation. I don&rsquo;t speak Italian since the Italian-speaking members of my family died before I was born. </p><p>It seems they had some very unhealthy habits, though, to be fair, those habits were somewhat common for the time. </p>
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Question: <p>Weren't there always two Billys though? Didn't he see himself on the road?</p>
Answer: <p>Yes, and I always thought that was a bit weird. I figured it was some sort of illusion from the Mindflayer, but who knows. I know some people think that there was a switcheroo and the Billy that died was the double, leaving the real Billy in the Upside Down. I&rsquo;m not sure I buy that, though, because that would mean it was the Billy double that tried to protect El.</p><p>Of course, it could be that Billy&rsquo;s &ldquo;soul&rdquo; (for lack of a better term) was put into a simulacrum body, while the Mindflayer took his body for its own use. I dunno, I&rsquo;m spitballing here. Billy did seem to be bleeding something that wasn&rsquo;t exactly blood, though.</p><p>It&rsquo;s an interesting situation, but I&rsquo;ve yet to see an explanation that I felt could hold up to scrutiny, my own included. I do feel like Billy is involved in all of this somehow, though. I never really liked him, but maybe he could somehow redeem himself in death if his spirit is still around somewhere.</p>
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Question: <p>when mr clarke is explaining the flee and the acrobat thing to the kids, he says it might swallow us up whole, do you think with the upside down being continuously opened and closed, eventually it could destroy everything? Maybe thats how max is flying, because the world is getting all muddled?</p>
Answer: <p>Maybe. It does look like there may be more Gates this time, one even being underwater. That can&rsquo;t be good.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t know that it has anything to do with Max floating, though. It&rsquo;s not affecting anyone but her. Max seems to have been singled out by Vecna for some reason. Apparently seeing the clock is a very bad thing, and now she&rsquo;s essentially being haunted.</p>
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Question: <p>Hello :) idk if anyone has noticed that yet , but there is a short scene of Karen and Holly in the trailer ( I think) who seem to be in danger . Maybe Mikes emotional monologue isn&rsquo;t about Will or El , but about holly and his mom ? I can&rsquo;t really imagine that the duffers would kill one of them but they really looked terrified in the trailer ( maybe it&rsquo;s not them but I&rsquo;m quite sure it is ) </p><p>Have a great day stay safe!</p>
Answer: <p>I did consider a while back that Mike&rsquo;s monologue could be a eulogy. It&rsquo;s a very sad, but still possible, outcome. </p><p>If they dare hurt Holly, though&hellip;</p><p>I&rsquo;m hoping Ted finally stands up and does something. I know Karen would do everything she could to protect Holly, but Ted, man, this is your last chance to have a redeeming quality.</p>
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Question: <p>OMG the spoilers from monopoly are about Byler? :(</p>
Answer: <p>I never said anything about that. There were just some things I saw that I would have preferred to learn naturally. Some stuff I was already thinking, other stuff I wasn&rsquo;t. Either way, I don&rsquo;t want to be spoiled by merchandise. I was mostly just curious about what spaces were on the board and what tokens they used, but I ended up seeing the text of some of the cards.</p><p>It was nothing especially groundbreaking, though. </p>
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Question: <p>To add onto my point yes most hardcore fans would probably make the connection regardless but probably not causal viewers especially not after 3 years. I wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised if some people forgot his name. It took me a second to make the connect between William and billy cause William doesn&rsquo;t even have a B in it like what. It&rsquo;s not unheard of to edit trailers for spoiler or coherency reasons. </p><p>I actually don&rsquo;t disagree that there could be some maybe not alternate universe but alternate dimension time stuff at play cause of all the clock stuff though. I&rsquo;m just not convinced that this is evidence. <br>it just seems like a weird kind of inconsequential change to me, but maybe if they are going in like a Mandela (idk how it&rsquo;s spelled) effect stuff this season it&rsquo;s possible. It&rsquo;s just not vibe I&rsquo;m getting and I feel like we would see more evidence in the trailer </p><p>that does still raise the question of why the others came to the grave because they weren&rsquo;t there at first and it seems to be occurring on the same day. In my opinion I don&rsquo;t think max brought them there. I wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised if she doesn&rsquo;t tell them about the clock stuff etc until this moment the duffers said this season was going to be about her learning to open up</p><p>so I assume something happened and they realized she may be in danger so they went to check on her then all the weird levitating stuff happens. </p><p>any way this kind of devolved into more theories I just like discussing theories &lt;\3 I would say sorry for apologizing a bunch  but that&rsquo;s kind of redundant at this point. I&rsquo;m just always scared of coming off as rude when I&rsquo;m excited </p>
Answer: <p>Never feel sorry for having thoughts. Sometimes we may misstep when presenting them, but we should always feel free to have them. I haven&rsquo;t seen anything wrong in how you&rsquo;ve done things here.</p><p>You could be right about them just touching up the tombstone for the trailer to avoid confusion. I still think that most people would know Billy is short for William, but I don&rsquo;t work in marketing for a major production. I also know that continuity is a big deal, though, and if they were going to do this then it would make sense for them to do it for the second tombstone, even if it wasn&rsquo;t quite as easy to see as the first.</p><p>You raise a good point about why the others go there with her. There does have to be a reason for that. Steve, Dustin, and Lucas certainly don&rsquo;t have a reason to mourn Billy. I could see one of them going with her just so she doesn&rsquo;t have to mourn alone, but the entire group being there tells us they had some other reason. Regardless, they certainly weren&rsquo;t expecting Max to be raised up into the air. </p><p>Don&rsquo;t hesitate to share your thoughts with me. You&rsquo;ve done so thoughtfully and respectfully even though you don&rsquo;t agree with me.</p>
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Question: <p>Something I&rsquo;ve noticed- during the roller rink scene where it looks like mike n el are on a date, Mike is wearing a visor kinda like Lucas did in the 3rd season. </p><p>And Lucas did give Mike &ldquo;advice&rdquo; on el back then.. wonder if that means anything since we know how much thought they put into the outfits for the characters(as seen with that one article that was made about it online) </p>
Answer: <p>I wouldn&rsquo;t be at all surprised if Mike is still channeling Lucas&rsquo; very bad advice at the beginning of the season. I still think his roller rink outfit is really bad, even by 80s standards, though. I guess one could say he looks like a guy trying too hard to fit in when visiting California.</p><p>I do think the outfits are indeed carefully thought out, like you said. We&rsquo;ve certainly seen the blue and yellow theme show up over and over in what little we&rsquo;ve seen so far, from outfits to lighting.</p>
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Question: <p>Trailers can be deceiving. It looks like Will is the unhappy third wheel to Mike and El at the skate rink, but appearances could be misleading. We KNOW the skate rink goes sour for El, and Will and Mike aren't in shot when the other girls start taunting her. Mike could be too caught up in a conversation with Will to notice what's happening.  Maybe a fight, although I would love if it was just a normal conversation. Maybe them admitting how much they miss each other? Anything's possible.</p>
Answer: <p>Yes, trailer are definitely deceiving. I&rsquo;ve thought about other ways to interpret that scene. There does have to be something that gets Mike and Will out of the way for El to have that moment we saw where the other girls are bullying her. None of this changes the fact that they gave us a look at a moment where Will legit seems like an unwilling third wheel.</p><p>It could be that Mike felt like he had to spend some time with El, too, and Will just isn&rsquo;t happy about it. But why couldn&rsquo;t he just skate up next to them? He does indeed seem to look from Mike to their joined hands. I suppose even if he isn&rsquo;t being ignored, he could still get jealous because he&rsquo;d want to be the one holding Mike&rsquo;s hand, but that still doesn&rsquo;t explain why he&rsquo;s stuck following behind them.</p><p>I doubt we&rsquo;ll get any new information before release, so this is probably all we have to go on. I still think, based on what we have seen, that Mike and Will are going through it early on this season. There hasn&rsquo;t been a single scene where they are interacting. It might be some intentional misdirection, but why?</p>
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Question: <p>dating robin is speculation, but amybeth said in a podcast she filmed in atlanta. shes in hawkins. she also has a small role. emmy submissions only have her as a guest star.</p>
Answer: <p>I knew her role had to be small. I didn&rsquo;t know about her stating she filmed in Atlanta, though, so thank you for that. I suppose it&rsquo;s possible they did some interior Lenora Hills shooting in Atlanta, but it&rsquo;s probably not worth moving around a character with a small role.</p><p>I would hope that if they created this character just to give Robin a love interest that they do it right. Something like this can reek of pandering. It&rsquo;s the sort of thing that&rsquo;s been done to avoid having genuine buildup and payoffs for gay characters. They just throw an undeveloped love interest at them so they can say they did it without having to show much.</p>
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Question: <p>Brenner may have helped grow El's powers, but equally, he may not. We'll never know how they would have developed without his interference. And all his interference was cruel. It was designed to push her to the brink, using that trauma to "unlock" her powers. There is no healthy way I can see to replicate Brenner's regime. I think it's more likely Brenner is working under a false identity at Penthurst. Maybe trying to infiltrate Owens' operation and lure El to him. Or working with the Russians</p>
Answer: <p>Unfortunately, I don&rsquo;t think El&rsquo;s path back to having powers is going to be healthy. This is another reason why it may need to be Brenner. Owens might be too uncomfortable with the process to be able to do it himself. Brenner would have no such scruples. I think the process will literally involve tapping into her past trauma, possibly returning her to a mental state from before she left the Lab.</p>
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Question: <p>Will is not going with Vickie lol. She's a Hawkins character and is 99% going to end up with Robin.</p>
Answer: <p>Source? I&rsquo;m not saying you&rsquo;re wrong, but we have basically no information on her since her bio was released.</p>
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Question: <p>But what makes you so sure Owens would collaborate with Brenner? I don't see how it's necessary. Owens is a doctor himself and has a lot of information about how the lab functioned. Why would he need Brenner? There's nothing to suggest Brenner understands the Upside Down side of things - at all - Owens knows more - so what he can offer? It just retraumatizes El and loses her trust. She can suggest the tank herself. And Owens can encourage her to recover suppressed memories. Do they need Brenner?</p>
Answer: <p>Owens is a doctor, yes. He&rsquo;s quite intelligent and resourceful, but he has very little experience with this sort of thing, at least as far as we know. When he took over the Lab, he looked at everything from as rational of a point of view as possible. He&rsquo;s a very pragmatic individual who still manages to have a caring human side.</p><p>He needs Brenner because Brenner is simply the prevailing expert on the matter. Nobody would have as much experience or knowledge regarding superpowered individuals as the man who ran the program to develop such people. He&rsquo;s a terrible man, but one they need. Like Owens said, there&rsquo;s a war coming, one he feels they can&rsquo;t win without El&rsquo;s powers. When you&rsquo;re faced with a potentially unstoppable enemy, you do whatever it takes. </p><p>Maybe Owens, with time, could manage to restore El&rsquo;s powers. Time, however, seems to quite literally not be on their side. They need El&rsquo;s powers, and they need them ASAP. This is the sort of moment where you decide to ask for forgiveness not permission.</p>
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Question: <p>Ok but what If Mike refuses Will and Will end up with someone else,for example Vickie? I mean if you look closely at the trailer at some point Will looks in front of the camera like he was looking at someone&hellip; it could be her i think</p>
Answer: <p>Huh, that&rsquo;s an interesting thought. We know absolutely nothing about Vickie, so it&rsquo;s impossible to know, but something like this could set up a Snowball callback. It would really be something if they used it to show Mike getting a bit jealous.</p><p>Will isn&rsquo;t going to be into Vickie, though. At most, he&rsquo;d go off and skate with her because:</p><p>1) someone forced him to, like at the Snowball. It would also be an interesting callback to Robin being forced into skating with someone she doesn&rsquo;t like at a roller rink in Rebel Robin. </p><p>or </p><p>2) he just got tired of being by himself, despite being there with his friends, and accepted an invitation to skate with her, not realizing she might be into him.</p><p>Still, we really know nothing about Vickie. We don&rsquo;t even know which town she&rsquo;s from. It&rsquo;s possible, though.</p>
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Question: <p>What do you think of the quote posted by the official Twitter account of Stranger Things &ldquo;let&rsquo;s start a new party,you and me?&rdquo;</p><p>Could it be a reference to Byler?</p>
Answer: <p>That seems to almost be too easy given that Mike phrases Will potentially replacing him as finding another party.</p><p>It&rsquo;d be one hell of an iconic and appropriate way for one of them to ask the other out, though, wouldn&rsquo;t it?</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 681522795822350336
Date: 2022-04-14 15:39:46 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/681522795822350336
Slug: ehii-i-dont-wanna-sound-rude-but-its-not
Reblog key: W6OtaSwI
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>ehii i don&rsquo;t wanna sound rude but it&rsquo;s not possibile that will created the upside down cause when it all started he wasn&rsquo;t even born! it doesn&rsquo;t make sense at all! i feel like 001 created this world,it makes more sense </p>
Answer: <p>That would mean 001 existed 20 years before El and the other kids. The Creel incident occurred in 1959. </p><p>I&rsquo;ll admit that the whole Creel thing throws a wrench into my theory, but it&rsquo;s also very strange for this incident to suddenly come to our heroes&rsquo; attention. The whole thing seems to have occurred far too long before everything we&rsquo;re aware of. I&rsquo;m not sure I&rsquo;ll be satisfied with whatever explanation they come up with for it.</p>
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Question: <p>Why do you think people have to hate Will in order to disagree with him having powers theory? I love Will, but I don&rsquo;t agree there&rsquo;s setup for it. I&rsquo;m confused by that stance. It seems overly defensive.</p>
Answer: <p>Perhaps I&rsquo;m being a bit hyperbolic. Generally when I see people argue against Will having powers it&rsquo;s because they see it as an attack on El&rsquo;s role in the show. It gets tiring to see, and perhaps it&rsquo;s resulting in me missing non hostile arguments against it. Honestly, give me the two of them being a Wonder Twin duo. </p><p>I do think there&rsquo;s reason to believe Will is extraordinary going back to season 1, though. In that season alone he managed to escape the Demogorgon despite being trapped, hide from it for days, manipulate electrical devices, and just plain survive in a hostile environment for a week without sustenance. Even Brenner had an interest in him. There&rsquo;s also the matter of why Will was merely captured instead of killed like Barb and the other victims of the Demogorgon.</p>
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Question: <p>I think a "system restore" taking El through her past is likely in an attempt to restore her powers, but I just don't see Owens betraying her to Brenner. I think it's much more likely he tries to protect her and is killed, either by Brenner or by the Russians, who both want El. Owens and his men are the adults on their side, who they called for help twice before. He already stayed behind at the lab to see the others out. I bet he'll do it again, but this time he won't survive the sacrifice</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t consider him to be betraying her in this scenario. Yeah, it would mean him hiding from her that Brenner would be the one trying to restore her powers, but I did say I also think he&rsquo;d be remorseful and try to supervise in a way that keeps her safe. It&rsquo;d be similar to how he worked to keep Will safe when the other Lab scientists were dismissive of whether he died. </p><p>Owens survival would be highly questionable since the base is attacked, I agree. I wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised if he helped El get out safely at the cost of his own life.</p>
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Question: <p>What do you think of the quote posted by the official Twitter account of Stranger Things &ldquo;let&rsquo;s start a new party,you and me?&rdquo;</p><p>Could it be a reference to Byler?</p>
Answer: <p>That seems to almost be too easy given that Mike phrases Will potentially replacing him as finding another party.</p><p>It&rsquo;d be one hell of an iconic and appropriate way for one of them to ask the other out, though, wouldn&rsquo;t it?</p>
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Question: <p>I think Owens isn&rsquo;t betraying El but asking her to cooperate with Brenner and him, since it appears to be the only solution to save Hawkins (yeah, El has to save the day again&#128580;). But he&rsquo;s honest about it, gives her a choice and supervises what Brenner is doing with her in the lab. But it will end badly for them since El starts to blow everything up  (unintentionally I guess).</p>
Answer: <p>No, I don&rsquo;t think he&rsquo;s betraying her, but I would expect him to withhold the fact that Brenner is there. Owens is a genuinely well-meaning person, but he&rsquo;s also pragmatic enough to do what needs to be done. He&rsquo;d commit a lie of omission, but feel bad about it afterwards and work to ensure El&rsquo;s safety.</p><p>He might not be anticipating Sullivan, though.</p>
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Question: <p>Building on the skate rink theory . . . what if Mike and Will are outside, having a huge argument (or an emotional moment) while El is inside being bullied? Remember how the light bulb flared out so bright before the Demogorgon got Will in episode one? What if a similar thing happens at the rink? Strong emotions trigger Will, the main "light" (the disco ball) explodes, and a Demogorgon almost comes through the wall. Bonus points if the two scenes are intercut as tension builds until . . . BANG!</p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s more or less what I&rsquo;m kicking around in my head. They can frame it so it seems like it&rsquo;s El&rsquo;s powers, but, yeah, they&rsquo;re gone. Meanwhile, everyone overlooks the fact that stuff seems to happen when Will&rsquo;s emotions run high, which allows it to be a huge reveal much later on.</p>
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Question: <p>Do we know what The Hellfire Club is? Based on the trailers it looks like a D&amp;D club. Isn't that kind of hypocritical of Mike? He's so upset at the thought of Will joining another party, but he can hang out with Eddie van Halen over here like it's no big deal. I wonder if they'll fight about it?</p>
Answer: <p>The Hellfire Club is indeed a D&amp;D club. The name is almost certainly a reference to the Satanic Panic of the 80s that attempted to link D&amp;D with satanic cults. Eddie, being a metalhead, likely finds it hilarious to freak out the conservative moral guardians.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t think it&rsquo;s hypocritical. Dustin is in the club, and it would be ridiculous for anyone, even Will, to expect Mike to not play with Dustin anymore. With Will gone, and Lucas apparently eschewing nerd stuff, Dustin and Mike would need new people to play with. There wasn&rsquo;t really any promise for either of them to stop playing. Mike was nervous Will would replace him, but he still expected Will to keep playing, hence his surprise when Will donated his set. </p><p>I&rsquo;m wondering, though, if Mike&rsquo;s heart isn&rsquo;t in it when he plays, with the show suggesting that something just isn&rsquo;t right. There&rsquo;s enough room to make it less than obvious it&rsquo;s about Will not being there. Mike won&rsquo;t be DM, which he might have issues with. He might also think he really did outgrow it. I want there to be something shown that suggests it&rsquo;s just not the same for him without Will there, though. </p><p>Now, whether Will sees things this way is another story. Will isn&rsquo;t exactly the best at being honest with his feelings. He might encourage Mike to play, all the while pushing down his resentment. Mike and Will seem set on a trajectory towards a big fight, and this D&amp;D situation may well be a part of it. </p>
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Question: <p><b>I usually don't use ask much but let's be honest here...</b></p><p><b>If we're talking in terms of watching the story like a casual viewer would, Will having powers or supernatural abilities makes more sense than Byler happening if you watched the show as a casual viewer.</b></p><p><b>There's more overt elements and evidence about that theory than Byler, not saying it doesn't have evidence but the way both of these two things have been done are very different.</b></p><p><b>Even Millie wants it, just to show you it's not really an out of the realm possibility for Will to have more powers.</b></p>
Answer: <p>Let&rsquo;s be honest, Will with powers only bothers people who don&rsquo;t like Will. These are often, but perhaps not always, fans who only care about El and want her to be the main character who does everything. These people don&rsquo;t want El teaming up with anyone, and they want the show to be entirely about her. </p><p>Casual viewers might be a little surprised or confused, but I think the idea that they&rsquo;d reject Will having powers to be presumptuous. The internet fandom is not representative of the general viewership.</p>
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Question: <p>"Mike and Will did part on good terms" I sort of agree and sort of don't, with this. There was a LOT of distance between them in that scene - they were literally on opposite sides of the room - and while Will basically admits Mike is irreplaceable to him, he opens the scene by giving away something that was a symbol of their happiest times together. Much to Mike's dismay. He reassures Mike but I think he's still pulling away. We also don't see a last hug between them. There's a lot of distance.</p>
Answer: <p>I see what you&rsquo;re saying. There is a definite physical distance between them, which, along with the not-really-about-D&amp;D conversation, I think indicates that they&rsquo;re avoiding getting too close and talking about the real issue. They still both manage to convey that they don&rsquo;t want to lose each other, though. </p><p>Yes, Will gives away his D&amp;D set, which, as you say, can be considered a symbol of his time with Mike. Will also does say, though, that he&rsquo;ll just use Mike&rsquo;s when he comes to visit. This, along with Mike being worried that Will would find a new party, seems to suggest to me that Will doesn&rsquo;t want to play anymore unless it&rsquo;s with Mike.</p><p>I have to say I don&rsquo;t agree with your comment on not seeing a last hug between them.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1229" data-orig-width="1242"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/df3629eeae706778746362868c18bbf7/1110ded053b31d83-03/s640x960/5908103f9dc45865ac2b918d46b1c1d326ee3837.jpg" data-orig-height="1229" data-orig-width="1242"/></figure></div><p>Mike seems to almost collapse into Will, and, when they part, Will seems reluctant to let go. Will seems like he might even be leaning back slightly from the force of the hug. These boys may not be able to find the words, but their actions tell more than words ever could.</p><p>But, yes, I do think everything that went unsaid is going to be coming around again, especially now that the trailer shows there&rsquo;s still distance between them. Like I&rsquo;ve said before, things may need to get worse for them before they get better. Will has a tendency to keep his feelings hidden and Mike is oblivious and stubborn. It might take a lot for either of them to finally be open with each other, especially since it almost certainly involves feelings that 80s boys were not allowed to have.</p>
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Question: <p>I'm so excited for this season it sounds so diff from s3 i can't wait. certainly do hope they do address byler or atleast will being queer but what do you think will happen if they continue to just queercode him instead of canonizing it and have more mileven bandwagon?</p>
Answer: <p>If that happens then I expect the Duffers will catch a lot of crap. We&rsquo;re well past those sorts of things in TV writing. I&rsquo;d have rather they never even suggested it if they aren&rsquo;t going to follow through.</p>
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Question: <p>Idk if I understood that right but is every scene in the trailer from volume one ? I saw someone saying that but I don&rsquo;t remember who it was , do you maybe know if that&rsquo;s true ? Have a great day :) </p><p>( btw sorry for my bad English) </p>
Answer: <p>Your English seems fine to me. It&rsquo;s almost certainly better than my skill in any other language.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t think we know enough to say whether the trailer is exclusively from volume one. I certainly haven&rsquo;t seen anything official that says either way. </p><p>What has me curious is where volume one ends. It would likely be a cliffhanger of some sort. They&rsquo;ll want the fandom very active and eager for volume 2.</p>
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Question: <p>Delgado anon again. Do you think theres a chance she works with Owens? Now that we know that hes in S4 for sure? I just really want her to be in the actual show. So bad. Shes so cool. Id literally even be okay with the idea of her working with Brenner. Maybe undercover or something. Do you think its possible? I just need her in that show. &#128557;&#128557;&#128557;&#128557;&#128557;</p>
Answer: <p>Sorry, but I don&rsquo;t expect Delgado, or any novel/comic characters for that matter, to show up in canon. I would welcome it, but it wouldn&rsquo;t make any sense to me unless the Duffers created the character in the first place.</p><p>It would certainly be an interesting twist, I&rsquo;ll give you that. Someone close to Hopper in his past, who El would be aware of since he told her about their big case in New York, managing to get involved? Yeah, that&rsquo;d be intriguing. El might be inclined to trust her since Hopper did.</p><p>But, no, sorry. Don&rsquo;t count on it.</p>
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Question: <p>I know it&rsquo;s the popular theory because it&rsquo;s flashy and dramatic but I still resist the idea that Brenner kidnaps El (from Owens?) and experiments on her again as is nothing happened since S1. It&rsquo;s not really consistent psychologically and chronologically, and it makes Owens looks like a fool. Brenner may be alive but not in this position, imo. Do u have a theory?</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, my original theory was that, yeah, Owens&rsquo; men liberate El from the police, but then Brenner&rsquo;s men show up. It wouldn&rsquo;t so much be that Owens is a fool. I think he&rsquo;d catch on that something is up, but maybe just isn&rsquo;t able to do anything about it. Brenner may technically outrank him. It&rsquo;s also possible that Owens has someone loyal to Brenner working for him.</p><p>We know more than ever from the trailer that these men work for Owens.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="904" data-orig-width="1894"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/699f8e358544851d7762783dc8387bad/2a7221dc410abe70-be/s640x960/c94420209fb46e76fee943b5f0ea5904f7b2082a.png" data-orig-height="904" data-orig-width="1894"/></figure></div><p>They&rsquo;re sitting outside the diner while Owens talks to El.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3d8a761c371fcf5a4a8307baf459eb32/2a7221dc410abe70-90/s640x960/241147bcc2d47d97500c6d830fe4ced2cd8c8eaf.png" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></div><p>So they are either in the van already, or are part of the team that intercepts it.</p><p>I also think the man in the suit in the Byers home is another agent. The fact that he&rsquo;s firing on the military tells us that something is terribly wrong. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a0f230f8883cbe2abae85085cd9921e2/2a7221dc410abe70-1b/s640x960/9321bb6a28816b332faa3151a8ca8ebd5168eefa.png" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></div><p>I could be wrong, but I theorize there&rsquo;s a three-way struggle for El between Owens, Brenner, and Sullivan. Either that, or the good guys (El and/or Owens) have to make a &ldquo;deal with the devil&rdquo; with Brenner out of desperation. They need El&rsquo;s powers to return, and he may be the only one capable of making that happen.</p>
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Question: <p>I'm so confused, there's nothing that hints at a super powered Will in that trailer, I was so certain that he has powers and I know they wouldn't want to reveal the whole thing, but they would have offered us at least a glimpse in those three minutes right? </p>
Answer: <p>No?</p><p>Why would they show their hand like that? </p><p>You all need to realize that a trailer is all about building hype without giving anything substantial away. It&rsquo;s as much misdirection as it is information.</p><p>Will having powers is something that&rsquo;s been hinted at so carefully that it&rsquo;s a situation where maybe he does and maybe he doesn&rsquo;t. They&rsquo;re not about to change that in a trailer. </p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 681506804259274752
Date: 2022-04-14 11:25:35 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/681506804259274752
Slug: do-you-think-it-would-be-weird-or-dont-make-any
Reblog key: BKErh02N
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>do you think it would be weird or "don't make any sense" for a normal viewer of st to watch byler being endgame i mean how do you think they would react?  and would it be weird for them to watch will having powers? how normal audience (viewers) of st would react to byler being canon and will having powers?</p>
Answer: <p>It might be weird for the &ldquo;normal&rdquo; viewer, but I&rsquo;m not especially concerned for that. Sometimes we need weird. </p><p>I&rsquo;m sure there will be some people who yell and scream how it was all forced in and makes no sense, but that&rsquo;d just be because they weren&rsquo;t willing or able to look beneath the surface. </p><p>If people want to watch something and know what&rsquo;s going to happen, they can watch Lifetime.</p>
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Question: <p>I think the fact that Will is always saving everything for him can make him explode this season, I really wanted that to happen because he's always hiding his feelings, even in season 3 he didn't really say what he was feeling so</p>
Answer: <p>Hey, there&rsquo;s a reason I bought into the idea that the Upside Down and all the monsters are a manifestation of Will&rsquo;s repressed feelings. It&rsquo;s all his negative thoughts, feelings, and trauma finding a way out of the pocket dimension he forced them into. This is why trying to shove the monsters back in and slamming the Gate shut never lasts very long. The only true way to stop the Upside Down is to help him confront and come to terms with it all.</p><p>At the very least, it&rsquo;s a more interesting story than &ldquo;evil monster needs to be killed.&rdquo;</p>
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Question: <p>Something I think gets glossed over a lot in conversations about the apology, is how much Will did not want to hear it. We act like he's been waiting, sad puppy style, for Mike to apologize, but actually, Mike tried and Will shut him down. Then doubled down on that decision with Lucas. He doesn't want to have those conversations and risk getting hurt again, so he keeps insisting it doesn't matter. We see him shut down Joyce too, when she tries to get him to talk about his feelings. (1/2)</p>
Answer: <blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>I guess my point is, maybe Will&rsquo;s emotional shutdown is causing his own unhappiness. Maybe the dynamic won&rsquo;t be Oblivious!Mike, so much as Distant!Will. Mike might go to Cali hoping to bridge that gap, only to get frustrated when Will keeps him at arm&rsquo;s length. Then he falls back on spending time with El because at least that feels easy. Or maybe because he&rsquo;s hoping to make Will jealous and reignite the fight, so they can finish it. But Will just withdraws more. Miscommunication, you know?(2/2)</p></blockquote><p>Will does tend to make matters worse to himself by keeping his feelings to himself for too long. He doesn&rsquo;t like to admit when things are bothering him. This likely is a result of Lonnie&rsquo;s, ahem, &ldquo;parenting.&rdquo; This has come up in more than just his interpersonal relationships. He was also reluctant to bring up what happened to him in the Upside Down because he resented being seen as fragile. Again, most likely Lonnie&rsquo;s influence.</p><p>The thing is that Mike and Will <i>did </i>part on good terms. There needs to be some sort of catalyst for why things change. Will isn&rsquo;t going to be distant for no reason. Something is going to trigger it. Something is going to make Will upset that Mike never did apologize.</p><p>Yes, Will didn&rsquo;t want to hear Mike&rsquo;s initial apology. At the time, though, Will was still angry. Yeah, Will had been annoyed for some time, and oblivious Mike is oblivious and thought Will was just mad about the campaign. What the apology needed to be for wasn&rsquo;t for all of that, though. What really broke Will, to the point that he felt the need to tear down Castle Byers, was that Mike struck him to his core. That was left hanging despite the fact that Mike specifically set out to apologize for it.</p><p>Will probably would be uncomfortable talking about his feelings, and that&rsquo;s a personal issue he does need to work on. Perhaps that will have something to do with his own development this season. It would really be something to see Will and Mike being at odds simply because one is closed-off and the other is oblivious. Once Mike figures it out, though, I think he&rsquo;s going to feel like shit. What remains to be seen is how long it will take him and whether Will allows himself to be vulnerable with Mike again.</p>
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Question: <p>If you have any, what are your thoughts on s4&rsquo;s new characters?</p><p>A lot of people are saying that it&rsquo;s a little late in the game to be adding cast members. I don&rsquo;t disagree fully, however I&rsquo;m personally not fully opposed to the idea. I feel like Eddie and Argyle are easy to adapt. The others I&rsquo;m not sure though; it feels like the duffer bros almost forgot about them? It&rsquo;s just strange we only see Chrissy out of all the others actually mentioned in the thread from November.</p>
Answer: <p>I have nothing against new characters, provided they add to the overall story without taking away from existing characters. I feel like Max, Billy, and Robin were all good additions. </p><p>We&rsquo;re getting a number of new characters this season, though we don&rsquo;t know how much screen time any of them get. We probably know the most about Eddie and Argyle. Between them, I feel like only Eddie risks having too large of a role. Argyle seems like he may just serve the role of the outsider. He&rsquo;ll be able to be a sort of audience surrogate, commenting on what&rsquo;s going on from a perspective the Byers and Mike don&rsquo;t have.</p><p>I&rsquo;ve also noticed that there are a number of characters we really haven&rsquo;t gotten much of a look at. I get the sense that a lot of those character bios were just done as a way to keep the fandom occupied during a particularly long hiatus. Characters like Vickie probably don&rsquo;t play a significant role, at least in terms of screen time. </p>
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Question: <p>I'm so not getting that photo half of the Byler fandom is talking about. All I can see is some random colors and that's literally it lol</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m fairly sure I only saw it because I went into it expecting to see it. No worries. The human brain is a frustrating thing at times. It&rsquo;s like people seeing Jesus on a tortilla. </p>
Tags: byler

Post id: 681453908625866753
Date: 2022-04-13 21:24:50 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/681453908625866753
Slug: hello-ive-really-lost-hope-in-byler-endgame
Reblog key: medVRwEl
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Hello, I&rsquo;ve really lost hope in Byler endgame after the trailer dropped but I want to know your opinion </p><p>Have a great day </p>
Answer: <p>Well, did you really expect Mike to show up and suddenly be gay? </p><p>We can sort of accept Will being gay since that seed has been planted since day 1. Mike is going to require a full on journey where we follow him through the road to acceptance. By doing so, the viewer will be able to find acceptance of him, too. </p><p>I haven&rsquo;t lost hope, not in the least. The only thing that upsets me is the prospect that Mike might be putting distance between himself and Will again, only this time it could be an intentional attempt to resist his feelings. This is why I think Mike&rsquo;s &ldquo;big emotional monologue&rdquo; will be the apology he never gave Will last season once he realizes how badly he messed up.</p>
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Question: <p>not to be rude but as you know mileven is really loved by the fans of st,if the duffers make byler canon they would receive a lot of hate&hellip;and they would lose fans. i don&rsquo;t get how byler could become canon</p>
Answer: <p>I don’t think that’s rude at all! :) But I disagree. I don’t think most viewers watch for the ships. Also M**even has lost a lot of its popularity after S3. People assume it’s endgame because it’s het and that’s how it always goes. I think this fandom greatly overestimates how much the viewership cares about M**even. I don’t think millions of people around the world would be crushed because a vanilla teenage ship falls through. When locals have noticed Byler, the response has been overly positive. And a gay ship being such a central part of a series will be groundbreaking. For everyone who leaves, more will come in for the rep.</p><p>I don’t think the Duffers care about popularity. If they did, they’d have not stuck with Byler. They went with their plan even though S1 had people making M**even into something way bigger than it was. Hardly anyone shipped Byler after S1, but they still went with it. Plus the Duffers hate M**even. No way would they make it endgame. They compared it to a boy and an alien in the pitch, gave them no build up, have the relationship bring out the worst in their characters, diss them throughout the show, have multiple characters call the relationship ‘bullshit’, marketed break up chocolate for them, made Mike gay and in love with someone else and El doesn’t love him either. It’s an absolute mess and they hate it. 😂</p><p>The Duffers love Byler. They put a lot of effort into it and make it central to the series. </p>
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Question: <p>The Youtube account STILL WATCHING NETFLIX breaks down some theories on Youtube and the guy reacted strangely when he talked about Mile^en like "we don't need any more heartbreaks...." and I don't know how to feel about it because it's the only time he gave us a subjective statement. Is he trolling them or is he trolling us? The video is called Stranger Things Season 4 Theories That Will BLOW Your Mind! | Netflix Sorry, I can't add the link.</p>
Answer: <p>Eh, it&rsquo;s not like that&rsquo;s an Official Netflix channel or anything. I wouldn&rsquo;t expect anything he says to be anymore legit than anything we say here.</p><p>It&rsquo;s not unusual for someone to react that way considering &ldquo;heartbreak&rdquo; is how people took Mike and El&rsquo;s interactions last season. It&rsquo;s probably just his way of saying he hopes their relationship is better this season than last. Just looking at the subtitles that break down the video, this guy is far behind the curve and pandering to the absolute dredges of &ldquo;theories.&rdquo; It&rsquo;s like a ScreenRant article come to life. </p><p>*shudders*</p>
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Question: <p>am i the only one who is actually not cool with max suddenly becoming the main character of this season.. i mean, at least everone thinks she is now- but like, she is actually not more of a main character, there is literally the other party members who dont have screen time as her and existed before her and she cant just become all suddenly the main character becuz her brother died yk, you dont become a main character by the more you suffer</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, I think it&rsquo;s a good thing. I like Max as a character, and it makes sense to highlight her more after what happened. We like to talk about how Mike must feel now that Will and El left, but Max lost her brother and had her new BFF move away. She&rsquo;s feeling very alone, and there&rsquo;s a lot to explore there.</p><p>I also don&rsquo;t look at it as her being the main character. What I&rsquo;ve always liked about this show is that it&rsquo;s an ensemble. There&rsquo;s not supposed to be a main character. People try to force El into that position sometimes, but I don&rsquo;t see her as the main character, either.</p><p>It&rsquo;s just a matter of what characters are best positioned to move the story forward. It looks like Billy still may have a role to play, so it makes sense for Max to be a focal point. I mean, doesn&rsquo;t anyone wonder why Max is being haunted by Vecna? I&rsquo;d rather get excited to find out instead of lament that she&rsquo;s getting a bit more of a role this season.</p><p>I just hope there ends up being more to Lucas than &ldquo;he&rsquo;s playing basketball now.&rdquo; He seems to always get the short end of the stick. I love Will, so I hate to see him pushed into the background, but at least he&rsquo;s had his moments. I feel like Lucas deserves better.</p>
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Question: <p>In my opinion the gravestone isn&rsquo;t as big of a thing as people are making it out to be. The first real shot we see is the gravestone and it pans to reveal the name. Max only starts talking once the name is revealed. If the gravestone said &ldquo;William&rdquo; that shot wouldn&rsquo;t of had as much of an impact because most people probably wouldn&rsquo;t of made the connection. </p><p>however I feel like nicknames aren&rsquo;t normally put on gravestones, so it saying William would be more accurate. So I feel that when we see that shot in the show it will say William, but it has been edited in post in the trailer.</p><p>the only other shot I recall being able to see the text is the one where max is literally levitating like 6 feet in the air so there&rsquo;s a much different focus and it&rsquo;s already been established who&rsquo;s grave it is so the edit is no longer needed. </p><p>I&rsquo;m all for theories so sorry to kinda ruin the fun but this is just my logical explanation. If they are going with an alternative universe thing I feel they would use more telling differences </p>
Answer: <p>You don&rsquo;t have to apologize for having an opinion. I think we&rsquo;re both looking at it logically, but from different angles. To you, it was changed for an out of universe reason, but to me there&rsquo;s an in-unverse reason.</p><p>Yeah, it&rsquo;s possible that they changed it for the trailer in the first scene, but I&rsquo;d suggest that such a thing wouldn&rsquo;t be necessary, and, in fact, would only lead to confusion like this. Do people really need help making the connection between Billy and William? </p><p>You might be right, but then I think they overcorrected. There&rsquo;s entire social media accounts dedicated to breaking down trailers like this. It&rsquo;s not like people weren&rsquo;t going to spot the discrepancy.</p><p>So, yeah, I can concede that your explanation is the simplest one, but I would question why they bothered.</p>
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Question: <p>If you don&rsquo;t care about the leaks, you shouldn&rsquo;t answer questions about them. It gives the wrong impression because then people want to chat or fight with you over them.</p>
Answer: <p>I probably shouldn&rsquo;t, you&rsquo;re right, but I&rsquo;m human. People kept bringing me information from leaks, and I grew increasingly frustrated with people bringing me leak information and how easily people believed it all. Frustration often leads to poor decision making, and I&rsquo;m not immune to that.</p>
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Question: <p>do you think the person in the explosion is eleven? (from the cali trailer)</p>
Answer: <p>Yes. I have for quite some time, and I don&rsquo;t see anything to lead me to think otherwise, yet. That person appears to be wearing the outfit El is wearing when she&rsquo;s &ldquo;arrested.&rdquo; The hair seems far too short, but we don&rsquo;t yet know when her hair gets cut.</p><p>If it&rsquo;s not her, then I feel like there&rsquo;s an evil El twin out there somewhere.</p>
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Question: <h2>Can anyone tell me who those three people are inside the sphere of light in front of Maxine?</h2><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1440" data-orig-width="1440"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/96071af75b2125c3971fdb43c2b0ed3a/b0f01566e2f0574e-c2/s640x960/a345c97055b4ce3c895e9bc6c6d139c4e4c139e5.jpg" data-orig-height="1440" data-orig-width="1440"></figure></div>
Answer: <p>Probably Dustin, Lucas, and Steve.</p><p>And she prefers to go by Max. </p>
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Question: <p>Isn&rsquo;t it too cruel for El to break up with Mike and then go to the lab? Like it feels to unfair she doesn&rsquo;t deserve it that&lsquo;s why Byler can&rsquo;t happen. if the duffers have to choose between El happiness or Will happiness they will definitely choose El&rsquo;s. Will is not even popular among fans</p>
Answer: <p>If you think any of this is a good argument then nothing I could say will change your mind. </p><p>It&rsquo;s only cruel to break up Mike and El if you think neither one can be happy if they aren&rsquo;t together. El was doing just fine after dumping him last season. She was growing as a person, learning more about herself. It was still a bit limited since she still imitated Max somewhat, but Mad encouraged her to &ldquo;try things on,&rdquo; which is something she never did before. El only went back to Mike when her world started falling apart. </p><p>Mike and El serve as comfort or security for each other. There is a bond there, yes, but it&rsquo;s not romantic even if both of them are trying to force it to be. They&rsquo;re both just following models and rules they&rsquo;ve seen before, El from TV and Mike from general society, specifically his family and friends.</p><p>Mike and Will have a long history and close bond. There is much more room there for stronger feelings to develop. They do need to resolve Mike and El before going any further, but that can be done without either one being unhappy in the long term. </p><p>But, like I said, nothing I say is going to change your mind.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 681374170662240256
Date: 2022-04-13 00:17:26 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/681374170662240256
Slug: from-0-to-100-how-confident-are-you-about-byler
Reblog key: qV2DhP74
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>from 0 to 100 how confident are you about byler after today? </p><p>I think I changed my mind about 10 times today, just like mileven has everything to continue as a couple given the latest content byler also has, i just can't dismiss it like some people are doing</p>
Answer: <p>It hasn&rsquo;t changed. I&rsquo;m still in the 90-95% range. Nothing today shocked me. I&rsquo;m just confused that they didn&rsquo;t so much as show Mike and Will playing video games together or anything. If anything, that tells me their relationship is going to be a focus again.</p>
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Question: <p>i just wanna tell you when i added the mike nesting doll onto your post i wasnt like Oh this is true/mlvn moment! i just meant there is some truth to the flowers&#128517; i think i sounded a bit condescending because i capitalized Someone, but that capitalization was just meant to mean i could be anyone. sorry! &#128557; love ur blog</p>
Answer: <p>Nah, I didn&rsquo;t take it that way. I didn&rsquo;t mean to turn my hostility on you if it came across that way. I just hate the idea of leaks, and I guess that led to me being the anti-leak guy. I wouldn&rsquo;t come across as so hostile to the idea if leaks didn&rsquo;t somehow keep finding their way to me.</p><p>Yes, there is no doubt some truth to most leaks. That&rsquo;s usually how they come into being. I do think a lot of the content of leaks is conjecture and interpretation, though, due to having to make up for a lack of context.</p>
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Question: <p>How are we thinking the timeline plays out, with Owens asking El for her help? She seems adamant she doesn't have her powers. So it can't be after the skate rink, if whatever happens there triggers her to do something to the girls? Unless it's Will's hurt feelings that trigger whatever happens at the rink, and El only thinks she caused it? I'm still not at all convinced the scene in the lab is caused by El. I don't see any blood while she's screaming. What if it's an attack on her, not by her?</p>
Answer: <p>I can&rsquo;t see El meeting with Owens, hearing all of that, then going off for a fun night with Mike. That has to happen afterwards. But, yeah, you&rsquo;re right that she seems pretty sure she doesn&rsquo;t have her powers. Even if she was trying to hide it, she wouldn&rsquo;t leave her friends in danger if she could help it.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not sure that El actually does anything in the roller rink, but she may be blamed for it. If she does anything, it&rsquo;s probably more mundane, like beating someone up. </p><p>Something strange seems to happen, though. I doubt it&rsquo;s the Upside Down in and of itself, though. Maybe it&rsquo;s just something ambiguous that resembles El&rsquo;s powers. Maybe it&rsquo;s actually Will, but nobody realizes it. Maybe it&rsquo;s something else none of us can think of.</p><p>We&rsquo;re clearly meant to think it&rsquo;s El, though. She seems to have something spilled on her clothes, which is something we can all imagine could lead to a confrontation. A powered El no doubt would have reacted with something, albeit minor. An unpowered El would wish she could, which could make her angrier, and that could theoretically lead to her doing something worse if her powers came back.</p><p>We&rsquo;ll have to wait and see what happens, but the fact that we&rsquo;re talking about it means the trailer has done its job.</p>
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Question: <p>Thinking along the same lines, what if California gang is on the run to protect Will? What if Brenner's faction or the Russians have tried to take El, and Will is in danger too? It would be interesting to see how Mike would react, if El and Will were both in danger and he could only protect one. And it would be a great way to subvert expectations, if El doesn't get her powers back. (Can you tell I'm so sick of El's powers being the center of everything? Because I am, lol)</p>
Answer: <p>Eh, I thought that might have been the case for a while, but not anymore.</p><p>I think they&rsquo;re trying to get back to Hawkins or warn the others of the danger. We see Owens telling El how their friends are all in the eye of the storm. They probably want to get everyone out. The military breaking in might be to put them into custody to prevent that. Hawkins is likely locked down, nobody in or out. They can&rsquo;t risk anyone else finding out about what&rsquo;s going on. The Byers are probably in danger simply because they know too much.</p><p>I&rsquo;m more interested to see how the Pizza Party finds and rescues El.</p>
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Question: <p>May I ask you what Leak are you talking about? The ones from your post &ldquo;Breaking The Leak?&rdquo;</p><p>or are you talking about other leaks? :)</p>
Answer: <p>Ah, that was one of the earliest &ldquo;leaks,&rdquo; I believe. No, that &ldquo;leak&rdquo; was from so long ago, and seemed so full of crap, that I&rsquo;m fairly sure it&rsquo;s been totally debunked. That&rsquo;s not what I was referring to, though it did set the tone for how I react to leaks.</p><p>I was thinking more along the lines of the leak that there&rsquo;s an airport scene where Mike brings El flowers. Will and Jonathan supposedly have a conversation about a burrito while that&rsquo;s going on. It was fairly ridiculous, and the person who I saw claim it said they saw and overheard it while walking through the airport. I think they eventually said it was made up to piss off Byler fans, though.</p><p>See, the thing is, there may well have been true parts to this leak. Maybe someone did see, from a considerable distance, Mike bringing flowers, or maybe someone from the set let some things slip. None of this changes the fact that context is definitely missing from such leaks, and also that we really don&rsquo;t know how true any of these claims are until we see the finished product. </p><p>I honestly don&rsquo;t know why people like leaks, anyway. Why would you want to know what&rsquo;s going to happen ahead of time? I like to speculate because I like to see how correct I can be, but I don&rsquo;t want to know it until I get to see everything.</p>
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Question: <p>May I ask you what Leak are you talking about? The ones from your post &ldquo;Breaking The Leak?&rdquo;</p><p>or are you talking about other leaks? :)</p>
Answer: <p>Ah, that was one of the earliest &ldquo;leaks,&rdquo; I believe. No, that &ldquo;leak&rdquo; was from so long ago, and seemed so full of crap, that I&rsquo;m fairly sure it&rsquo;s been totally debunked. That&rsquo;s not what I was referring to, though it did set the tone for how I react to leaks.</p><p>I was thinking more along the lines of the leak that there&rsquo;s an airport scene where Mike brings El flowers. Will and Jonathan supposedly have a conversation about a burrito while that&rsquo;s going on. It was fairly ridiculous, and the person who I saw claim it said they saw and overheard it while walking through the airport. I think they eventually said it was made up to piss off Byler fans, though.</p><p>See, the thing is, there may well have been true parts to this leak. Maybe someone did see, from a considerable distance, Mike bringing flowers, or maybe someone from the set let some things slip. None of this changes the fact that context is definitely missing from such leaks, and also that we really don&rsquo;t know how true any of these claims are until we see the finished product. </p><p>I honestly don&rsquo;t know why people like leaks, anyway. Why would you want to know what&rsquo;s going to happen ahead of time? I like to speculate because I like to see how correct I can be, but I don&rsquo;t want to know it until I get to see everything.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 681366385859969024
Date: 2022-04-12 22:13:42 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/681366385859969024
Slug: wait-so-do-you-think-they-recorded-els-lab
Reblog key: lmnuC7FJ
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>wait so do you think they recorded el's lab massacre scenes back in 2015-16? cause she looks tiny, but at the same time she looks different from how she used to look in s1 IM CONFUSED</p>
Answer: <p>Nah, it&rsquo;s probably a young actor either made up or CGI&rsquo;d to look like El. I really doubt they planned this far ahead.</p>
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Question: <p>Yes, the constant "we wanted to do this and this for some time" wasn&rsquo;t very reassuring, but I still have faith they knew how things would connect with each other before adding them to the plot.</p><p>Joyce as a telemarketer was also my favorite part of the video, lol</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m glad it wasn&rsquo;t just me. Of course, this is likely the sort of thing they&rsquo;ve been doing all along, we&rsquo;ve just never really heard them say it like that before.</p><p>Joyce as a telemarketer should really be something. People probably buy stuff just because she can be so terrifying.</p>
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Question: <p>There&rsquo;s a video of the Duffers commenting on the trailer, let me know what you think if you listen to it. It really looks like Max is the S2 Will of S4. The only characters they really talk about are El, ofc, Hopper, and a bit of Joyce and Owens. Also Lucas, but just to say what everyone knows, he plays basketball and not a nerd anymore. Unfortunately, nothing about Will (or Mike):</p><p>https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xHktptbE4JY</p>
Answer: <p>In fairness, it&rsquo;s hard to talk about Mike and Will where we have little of either of them (particularly Will) in the trailer. </p><p>Regarding Vecna, it sounds like they just really wanted a villain the characters could interact with, someone who could taunt the heroes. In season 2, the Mindflayer had to work through Will to do that. It still seems very cheap and artificial, though. Is the Mindflayer just gone? If they don&rsquo;t connect Vecna to everything that came before then I&rsquo;m really not gonna be able to get behind it.</p><p>Did they just suggest that Dear Billy is episode 1? That doesn&rsquo;t make sense.</p><p>&ldquo;Not everyone is going to survive.&rdquo; That&rsquo;s ominous. It suggests that it&rsquo;s not a side character, but it could be misleading.</p><p>El in school. I still don&rsquo;t see how it works, but I guess that&rsquo;d be a lot to cover. At least they&rsquo;re going to address her socializing in the greater world, and I hope they do it justice.</p><p>&ldquo;This clock plays a very, very important role&hellip;&rdquo; yeah, thanks for that big reveal.</p><p>Joyce as a telemarketer? That&rsquo;s just funny to me for some reason.</p><p>&ldquo;We wanted to do the haunted house thing for a while.&rdquo; I really wish they&rsquo;d stop just trying to fit things in like this. It seems like it fits, though.</p><p>I really don&rsquo;t know how demobats will work. Something like that should be nigh unstoppable. They can go anywhere at will. </p><p>The demogorgon arena. I&rsquo;ll just say, I hope there&rsquo;s only one demogorgon there. If there&rsquo;s a bunch, and they start getting killed off, then it really comes off looking like much less of a threat. These are prisoners with makeshift weapons here.</p><p>&ldquo;This is a shirtless Steve fighting Demobats in the Upside Down.&rdquo; The season is a hit right there.</p><p>There&rsquo;s a Gate underwater, fun.</p><p>I still don&rsquo;t think Creel is a villain.</p>
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Question: <p>I don't think it's that the trailer had Mileven that's putting people off, but that the Mileven that was there were scenes that the leakers talked about months ago, so this is further proof that they're right.</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m not saying the leaks were all fake, but I still don&rsquo;t have any interest or faith in them. There&rsquo;s bound to be some degree of truth, but they lack context. It&rsquo;s the same reason I don&rsquo;t just outright trust what I see in the trailer. It can build some interest and hype, but we don&rsquo;t exactly have any answers.</p>
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Question: <p>Not related to Will but I&rsquo;m afraid Hopper&rsquo;s scenes are gonna be pretty boring before he reconnects with Joyce and Murray. What&rsquo;s exciting is the interactions between the characters.</p>
Answer: <p>Eh, I&rsquo;m looking forward to it. It&rsquo;s development for Hopper himself, even if he won&rsquo;t be interacting with any other known characters. There&rsquo;s bound to be a lot of moments where he&rsquo;s clinging to his memories of Joyce and El to keep himself going. We might also learn more about his past. </p>
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Question: <p>hi! do you think we'll get a second trailer for vol 2 or that's that?</p>
Answer: <p>Nothing like what we got today, but I would expect that there would be something to bridge the two volumes together. Maybe after the final episode of volume one there will be a sort of &ldquo;When Stranger Things returns in July&hellip;&rdquo; sort of thing.</p>
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Question: <p>why don&rsquo;t you wanna mileven to be canon? it&rsquo;s so cute&hellip;</p>
Answer: <p>Pardon me, but no, I don&rsquo;t think it is. It&rsquo;s kinda sad from my perspective. Both of them are sort of just accepting that they&rsquo;re meant to be together.</p><p>It was a little cute in a puppy love sort of way in season 1, but that was it. El basically latched onto the first boy who treated her nicely after she escaped the Lab, then she never even considered anything else. They didn&rsquo;t exactly have a healthy relationship once they did get together, either, at least based on what we were shown and told. The fact that El had no clue what she liked says more than people want to admit. </p><p>The poor girl knows almost nothing about herself. She needs time and freedom to figure that out. Dating isn&rsquo;t a bad thing for her, but they&rsquo;ve yet to really show Mike or El really knowing each other or communicating well. Maybe that will change, I don&rsquo;t know, but it doesn&rsquo;t look good through the first three seasons. It could have been, but they didn&rsquo;t write it that way for one reason or another.</p>
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Question: <p>brenner is not in flashbacks dude lol they&rsquo;re not gonna reveal everything in the first trailer. he literally runs the base and nina. </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m not your dude, bro. </p><p>It always amazes me how people who claim to know exactly what&rsquo;s going to happen even care about what I have to say.</p><p>If you&rsquo;re that sure I&rsquo;m wrong then you don&rsquo;t even have to say anything. Time will eventually prove me wrong, no?</p>
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Question: <p>Did you watch Winona&rsquo;s interview from yesterday? I like listening to her, she doesn&rsquo;t talk much and seems often hesitant but I think it&rsquo;s bc she chooses her words carefully and is always interesting. Anyway, I noticed she spontaneously mentioned El ("her new daughter") and Jonathan but not Will. Do you think it&rsquo;s indicative of the fact their relationship isn&rsquo;t developed this time and it confirms the "Will is feeling left alone" narrative about his arc in S4?</p>
Answer: <p>I did not catch it, but maybe I can after work today.</p><p>I&rsquo;m sure she is under some strict coaching when it comes to what she can and cannot say. I&rsquo;d imagine everything she said was indeed carefully thought through before she responded.</p><p>I did hear she referred to El as her new daughter. It&rsquo;s very endearing, isn&rsquo;t it? </p><p>As for why Will may not have been mentioned? Well, again I haven&rsquo;t seen it, but maybe Joyce just isn&rsquo;t particularly worried about him. Will always has tried to hide his issues. If supernatural monsters aren&rsquo;t involved, then it&rsquo;s possible he&rsquo;s just able to keep things to himself.</p>
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Question: <p>this sounds stupid but do you think the sounds in the countdown video might be coming from s4? </p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s hard to say because it mostly seems like spooky sound effects and ambient noise. It&rsquo;s the sort of thing that could be from any season. That said, it&rsquo;s reasonable to think these particular sounds would be from season 4.</p>
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Question: <p>In a power Battle who do you think would win between El and Will? (ofc if will has fire powers)</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, now this just isn&rsquo;t a fair question. How am I supposed to choose?</p><p>It would come down to who could get the first strike in, or who would be willing to do so. El has been shown to be able to essentially melt people&rsquo;s brains. Her killing someone largely comes down to whether she wants it badly enough. She could probably snap someone&rsquo;s neck with little effort.</p><p>We have no idea what offensive powers Will may get. Something like fire or lightning would no doubt be quite powerful, though. Could he use it to (hypothetically, of course) take El out before she could get him? Sure, if she wasn&rsquo;t prepared. If she was, I think she&rsquo;d be able to protect herself from anything Will could do, at least for a while. Then it would be a matter of who could outlast the other.</p><p>Of course, we all know this is a silly question. Our wonder twins are supposed to work together, after all.</p>
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Question: <p>In a power Battle who do you think would win between El and Will? (ofc if will has fire powers)</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, now this just isn&rsquo;t a fair question. How am I supposed to choose?</p><p>It would come down to who could get the first strike in, or who would be willing to do so. El has been shown to be able to essentially melt people&rsquo;s brains. Her killing someone largely comes down to whether she wants it badly enough. She could probably snap someone&rsquo;s neck with little effort.</p><p>We have no idea what offensive powers Will may get. Something like fire or lightning would no doubt be quite powerful, though. Could he use it to (hypothetically, of course) take El out before she could get him? Sure, if she wasn&rsquo;t prepared. If she was, I think she&rsquo;d be able to protect herself from anything Will could do, at least for a while. Then it would be a matter of who could outlast the other.</p><p>Of course, we all know this is a silly question. Our wonder twins are supposed to work together, after all.</p>
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Question: <p>Shawn Levy's new movie "The Adam project" is literally full of little parallels and similarities with Stranger Things, particularly with Hopper and also Will (but that's my limited view of the film).There's even the protagonist's dog with a name similar to "Hawkins" and there's a symbolism on the watches, which obviously has to do with the protagonist's time travel. Anyway, it's a really good movie, I hope to see theories that talk about this parallelism between "The Adam Project" and ST</p>
Answer: <p>I haven&rsquo;t see it, yet, but I&rsquo;ve heard good things about The Adam Project. I definitely need to put it on my to-watch list. Besides, who doesn&rsquo;t like Ryan Reynolds?</p>
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Question: <p>&#127881;&#127881;&#127881;HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!!!&#127881;&#127881;&#127881;</p><p>(did I miss it? sorry)</p>
Answer: <p>It was technically yesterday, but I&rsquo;ll take it all the same. Thank you!</p>
Tags: 
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Question: <p>Happy birthday!</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you! </p>
Tags: 
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Question: <p class="npf_quirky">HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!!&#127881; </p>
Answer: <div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="268" data-orig-width="480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/458b6830fe070897eb82927811ad09bb/13aa0bccabdb1ea0-56/s640x960/9fa1990dd525c923d0c04d50f39aae8b15742b9b.gif" data-orig-height="268" data-orig-width="480"/></figure></div>
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Question: <p>happy birthday!! i hope u have an awesome day!</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you. I&rsquo;m hoping for a low-key, relaxing day after my fellow school faculty planned a surprise for me yesterday. I thought I was being slick by taking the day off today, so they just planned for the day before.</p>
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Question: <p>Happy birthday!!! &#129395;&#127881;</p><p>So glad you&rsquo;re a part of this lil fandom!</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you, thank you. </p>
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Question: <p>Happy birthday!! Hope you have a great day, and take care! &lt;3</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you. I&rsquo;m trying to take it easy and relax today. Aside from me and another car backing into each other in a parking lot (we were going far too slow for any damage or injury), things are going ok so far today.</p>
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Question: <p>HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!</p><p>YOU'RE AMAZING</p><p>WE ALL LOVE YOU</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you. I love all of you, too. You have no idea how much it means that people actually care what some old man on Tumblr thinks about Stranger Things.</p>
Tags: 
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Question: <p>It&rsquo;s your birthday right ? Happy birthday &#127874;!!! Have a great day </p>
Answer: <p>Thank you. I&rsquo;ll certainly try.</p>
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Question: <p><b>Happy Birthday! &#129395;</b></p><p><b>What goes up, but doesn't come down ? :)</b></p><p><b>Your age! :D</b></p><p><b>Greetings from France, my lovely HSC!</b></p>
Answer: <div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="953" data-orig-width="953"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/edc2bf8435afbd9e0906727b48a6b708/2090897aa23522bb-c1/s640x960/b36f584ecfe9c8934c3da932abdc5b61dc390757.png" data-orig-height="953" data-orig-width="953"/></figure></div>
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Question: <p>we analyze other merchandise all the time not sure why you would be dismissive of these puzzle boxes. sorry for asking.</p>
Answer: <p>You don&rsquo;t have to be sorry for asking. You&rsquo;re allowed to have opinions, and I&rsquo;m not automatically right just because I think differently.</p><p>I just don&rsquo;t really put much significance into the merchandise. Generally speaking, things like that are handled by people other than the writers. They probably send some notes to the merchandising department, and I have no doubt that the higher ups need to approve anything that&rsquo;s being sold, but they likely don&rsquo;t have an active role in coming up with products.</p><p>The only time I start to consider things a bit is with the novels and comics, and that&rsquo;s only because they&rsquo;re actively contributing to the Stranger Things universe. Regardless of how canon the events in them are, they would still need to be consistent with what the Duffers have in mind, both in terms of story and character arcs, in order to be approved. </p>
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Question: <h1><span class="npf_color_monica">Happy level-up day! (:</span></h1><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="800" data-orig-width="800"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2110ae06a42bfe2087f4aaf5e93e7388/f74e14e9bea273be-8f/s640x960/79174e3d83052c600e24c24fc2ca83f936b33a4d.jpg" data-orig-height="800" data-orig-width="800"></figure></div>
Answer: <p>I am totally down with thinking of the 1980s as the Middle Ages.</p><p>Thank you!</p>
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Question: <p>you&rsquo;re right that you&rsquo;re splitting hairs. the puzzles come with posters in the box.</p>
Answer: <p>Maybe, but I still consider there to be a difference between what&rsquo;s made for merchandise and something made for promotional purposes.</p><p>This is a promotional poster:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1778" data-orig-width="1200"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1c1d8bab80ceffff8cf3003bdf6d20a5/e1fff313253a5138-27/s640x960/4250fe52efb302016f35e7ff71bc063ab1995e43.jpg" data-orig-height="1778" data-orig-width="1200"/></figure></div><p>It is released by the marketing team and has a tagline and show information. It&rsquo;s done to promote interest and maximize viewership. Something done for merchandise is mainly to get another revenue stream from the product.</p>
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Question: <p>Who the frick is Delgado lol? I'm also not sure who Ken is, but I think it's the arcade guy?!? Maybe?!? Sorry, I'm terribly bad with names lol.</p>
Answer: <p>Detective Rosario Delgado was Hopper&rsquo;s partner when he was with the New York PD. She was a character in the Stranger Things novel &ldquo;Darkness on the Edge of Town.&rdquo; It&rsquo;s basically Hopper telling El about his past to pass the time while the boys are all away visiting relatives for Christmas between seasons 2 &amp; 3. </p><p>Ken was a character in the novel &ldquo;Suspicious Minds.&rdquo; The story was about Dr. Brenner&rsquo;s work in the 60s where he ultimately met Terry Ives. Ken had significant psychic powers that let him get feelings about events that would happen. He is instrumental in Terry getting documents showing that she did not have a miscarriage like she was told.</p>
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Question: <p>Hey, I just finished the novel about Hoppers past. Do you think theres a chance that they get in touch with Delgado for some reason to get Hopper back to America?</p>
Answer: <p>I wouldn&rsquo;t count on it. I enjoyed the novel, myself, but I wouldn&rsquo;t expect to see any of the original characters from any of the books/comics on the show itself. Still, she&rsquo;d make a shortlist of characters from the supplemental material I&rsquo;d love to see, along with Ken from Suspicious Minds.</p>
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Question: <p>thoughts on the new posters ?</p>
Answer: <p>They&rsquo;re neat, but are they really &ldquo;posters&rdquo; exactly? My understanding is that they&rsquo;re puzzles, so that would be more merchandising than marketing. Maybe I&rsquo;m just splitting hairs.</p><p>My personal favorite is this one due to the interesting art style:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="905" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e59df9e60799ad3da96d671fe9cd0781/4b11999c061d15e8-49/s640x960/58694d34cf177e35333e1e7292c498336612720a.jpg" data-orig-height="905" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><p>The demogorgon at the top isn&rsquo;t terribly surprising, except that it seems to be poised to consume El. I suppose the demon-like wings with the chains hanging off them are interesting. There&rsquo;s also a cocky-looking demon thing between Max and Will. I also see what looks like an envelope between Mike and Lucas. Then there&rsquo;s El with a skull next to her on one side and what looks like a Mexican luchador mask on her other side. </p><p>I don&rsquo;t know that they&rsquo;d give any hints through merchandise, though.</p>
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Question: <p>I think both you and anon are right , Millie does do a good job and sure deserves a decent paycheck, But if you wanna use the thing with the social skills you should also consider that it's probably just as hard for a kid to sell us some brilliantly done convulsing and terror scenes in a way we want to just do something, And that's exactly what Noah is capable of. So maybe trying to explain the difference with different 'levels' of acting skills is not the way to 'defend' the salary difference, (I'm not saying you defended it I just couldn't think of a better way to put it) They all should make the same amount, It's something that bothers me a lot and I don't get why they have to treat some performers differently but I'm not in the industry so I don't know crap anyways lol.</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, you won&rsquo;t get an argument from me. I wasn&rsquo;t trying to justify her making more than the others so much as I was justifying her making what she does. It&rsquo;s not her fault that she makes more than the others unless she and/or her management specifically demanded that she be higher paid compared to her castmates. </p><p>I wholeheartedly agree with the demands placed onto Noah Schnapp and the quality of the performances he&rsquo;s put in. The way he&rsquo;s portrayed both Will&rsquo;s supernatural trauma and his more mundane angst has been spot on. </p><p>Without having any real insight into the situation, I can only imagine that Millie&rsquo;s representation has successfully argued that her performances have been significantly responsible for the show&rsquo;s success. I don&rsquo;t exactly think that&rsquo;s fair, but that&rsquo;s often how these sorts of things work. </p>
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Question: <p>Not ST-related, but have you watched Our flag means death? It has amazing representation!!</p><p>(honestly after years of waiting for ST to finally drop the subtext and make the characters canonically queer, it felt so good to get just that and more in 10 episodes of a funny pirate show)</p>
Answer: <p>I have not. It looks like it&rsquo;s on HBO Max, which probably explains why I&rsquo;m not familiar with it. I&rsquo;m afraid I don&rsquo;t subscribe to that. The first review that pops up when I Google it is very positive. It seems to agree with what you&rsquo;re saying here. I&rsquo;m glad there&rsquo;s a show out there with such good representation, but I wouldn&rsquo;t give up on Stranger Things in that regard. Let&rsquo;s see what the Duffers have in mind before we pass judgment. </p><p>If anyone is wondering, though, I&rsquo;m currently watching Moon Knight. It has a pretty good representation of the strain a condition like DID can take on a person (minus the supernatural aspects, of course).</p>
Tags: not stranger things

Post id: 680737176471879680
Date: 2022-04-05 23:32:41 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/680737176471879680
Slug: do-you-think-its-fair-that-millie-bobby-brown
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Question: <p>Do you think it's fair that Millie Bobby Brown gets more money per episode than Finn, Noah, Caleb, Gaten and Sadie? I've got nothing against her but I probably would if I was part of the main cast that is just as talented and works just as hard. She does make a great El but Caleb McLaughlin makes a great Lucas too if you know what I mean. Hope I'm not being too unreasonable. </p>
Answer: <p>I can&rsquo;t say I think it&rsquo;s fair, but I&rsquo;m also not in the business. At the end of the day, her management is expected to get her the most favorable contracts possible. It&rsquo;s supposed to be an ensemble cast, though, even if El tends to get a great deal of focus from fans and media. I will say that a lot has been asked of her from the beginning. It can&rsquo;t be easy for a child to portray a character with limited social skills while also conveying the appropriate emotion. I&rsquo;d say she&rsquo;s earned her pay. </p><p>Perhaps the question shouldn&rsquo;t be &ldquo;Why does she make so much more?&rdquo; and should be &ldquo;Why don&rsquo;t the others also make that much?&rdquo;</p>
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Question: <p>I like your theory. In season 3 there was scene with Billy doubles (i never understood that scene tbh) and doubles of some kind are confirmed for season 4 so i think your theory is really plausible.</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you. It came to me while I was at the gym. I was trying to come up with a way to tie Max&rsquo;s character arc with the greater plot of the season. The pieces just started to fall into place. That said, I highly doubt I&rsquo;m right. The Duffers no doubt have a more interesting idea in mind.</p><p>If Billy is going to come back, though, I&rsquo;d like it to be something other than him secretly being alive the whole time. That&rsquo;s been done, and if there&rsquo;s been any set rule to deaths in Stranger Things it&rsquo;s that, if you see a body, the character is really dead.</p><p>If anyone is wondering what post this is referring to, click <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/680541250068299776/theres-been-a-lot-of-speculation-or-dare-i-say">here</a>.</p>
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Question: <p>Hello Hawkinsschoolcounselor, It's got nothing to do with Stranger Things and Byler but why does 0aurelion-sol0 always make fun of you? Is it something personal or is he/she (don't know the pronouns) only joking? I'm bad with figuring out people's intentions and I'm not that involved in the Tumblr fandom. Hope the two of you don't mind me asking. &#129479;</p>
Answer: <p>Ah, it&rsquo;s just some friendly teasing. I don&rsquo;t exactly remember how it started, but it probably comes from a combination of my own self-deprecation about my age and people having referred to me as the &ldquo;adult in the room.&rdquo; I&rsquo;m fully aware of the fact that I&rsquo;m quite a bit older than the majority of the fandom here. In fact, I was a bit worried at first that I&rsquo;d be dismissed as an old weirdo or something. An occasional joke about it makes me feel a little more at ease.</p>
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Question: <p>Hello Hawkinsschoolcounselor, It's got nothing to do with Stranger Things and Byler but why does 0aurelion-sol0 always make fun of you? Is it something personal or is he/she (don't know the pronouns) only joking? I'm bad with figuring out people's intentions and I'm not that involved in the Tumblr fandom. Hope the two of you don't mind me asking. &#129479;</p>
Answer: <p>Ah, it&rsquo;s just some friendly teasing. I don&rsquo;t exactly remember how it started, but it probably comes from a combination of my own self-deprecation about my age and people having referred to me as the &ldquo;adult in the room.&rdquo; I&rsquo;m fully aware of the fact that I&rsquo;m quite a bit older than the majority of the fandom here. In fact, I was a bit worried at first that I&rsquo;d be dismissed as an old weirdo or something. An occasional joke about it makes me feel a little more at ease.</p>
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Question: <p>If Will and El are taken by Hawkins lab would Brenner try to turn them against each other? If so how would Brenner do that and what would happen if it worked?</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t really see how that would be in his favor, unless he was trying to discourage them from working together against him. Still, I don&rsquo;t see how either one would trust him enough to fall for such tricks.</p><p>If he&rsquo;s going to compel them to obey him, I feel that it would be a result of him holding threats against their loved ones over their heads. El, at the very least, knows what Brenner is capable of. If he wanted Mike, Joyce, or Hopper (for examples) dead, he could probably pull it off and make it look like an accident.</p><p>If he were to somehow manage to set them against each other, I think their mutual feelings for Mike would be involved somehow. He&rsquo;s potentially manipulative enough to convince one or both of them that the other is an obstacle to their getting what they want. I can&rsquo;t say I&rsquo;d enjoy such a turn of events, but there is possible room for resentment in their dynamic. Such resentment, which would normally be dismissed as intrusive thoughts, could be exploited by someone like Brenner. </p><p>I&rsquo;m not sure we know specifically what Brenner&rsquo;s credentials are, but a background in psychology is likely. He&rsquo;d be able to pick up on such thoughts in a subject, and, instead of helping resolve them like a good doctor, he&rsquo;d zero in on them as a vulnerability.</p>
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Question: <p>Feel free to ignore it in case you dont like the question. Ima ask anyway since Im not from America and keep missing when you post things lol:</p><p>Whats your time zone? And whats your main posting time. This really would be helpful. Hope youre well.</p>
Answer: <p>I can&rsquo;t say I have a regular posting time. When I get ideas, and I have the energy, I&rsquo;ll post things. Generally, though, I can&rsquo;t do it until after work, which is after 5:00 PM Eastern time. The weekends are a bit more wide open.</p>
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Question: <p>I don't think Will has rings in season 4. He doesn't have them in the school scene from the California teaser trailer and he also doesn't have them in that Hannah Montana ish video where they've shown their outfits and I think it's literally the same outfit he's wearing at rink.o.mania. </p><p>?Triggerwarning?</p><p>I'm sorry I'm taking this so seriously but I I'd really have an issue with that and that's why I had to get reassurance. It feels very silly and I don't have anything against people wearing several rings in general but seeing people I feel close or connected to triggers something inside my mind, even causing panic attacks and dissociation sometimes, like I said, it feels silly but it is how it is, not even my mother can wear them in order to keep me somewhat sane, and, honestly, being diagnosed with c-ptsd I'm glad I am able to watch the show with only minor issues and would hate the idea of having to quit watching because of such a silly and odd thing because I do feel very connected to Will. xD</p><p>Anyways, I think the stunt double has them as a personal preference and either wears them because they took that photo pre shooting and he's been asked to take them off some time later, which isn't usual on set, or they agreed that it wouldn't matter since they wouldn't focus on Will's hands during the stunt moments.</p><p>God, I'm so sorry for bothering you.&#128553;</p>
Answer: <p>No need to apologize. I&rsquo;m not entirely sure how to feel about the rings myself. I just find it interesting, and it feeds into my desire for Will and El to be this show&rsquo;s Wonder Twins.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 680452289879785472
Date: 2022-04-02 20:04:32 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/680452289879785472
Slug: i-like-your-explanation-of-the-picture-in-the
Reblog key: 7HOkczCY
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I like your explanation of the picture in the desert with El but something bothers me: if Brenner was looking for her after S1, it was much easier to catch her in Hawkins (especially in S3, when she was spending time outside with Mike and the party or when she was alone at the cabin) than later in a small town in Cali. And then, isn&rsquo;t it a bit too coincidental he&rsquo;s just hiding in the same state and has men near where the Byers are living? Another thing: why are these agents (Owens men like you said) letting El go with Brenner? They don&rsquo;t seem to be threatened or held at gunpoint.</p>
Answer: <p>Remember that El was hidden away by Hopper specifically because the &ldquo;bad men&rdquo; were still looking for her. Owens himself suggests that Hopper keep her hidden away for at least a year. Unfortunately, this ends up not happening. It&rsquo;s very possible that the wrong person spots her out and about during the course of season 3, but we don&rsquo;t find out about that until next season.</p><p>Brenner may not know exactly where she is, or he may just be waiting for the right moment. I suspect that he at least knows she&rsquo;s been moved somewhere in the southwest. Anyway, these are all answers we&rsquo;ll receive when the season finally arrives.</p><p>In regards to how the agents let El go with Brenner&rsquo;s men, the agents don&rsquo;t look particularly happy. I suppose the alternative is that the men aren&rsquo;t Owens&rsquo; agents, and they have just extracted El from the van. That raises the questions of why El is being transported in a prison van. </p><p>If she&rsquo;s genuinely apprehended by the police, then these men are &ldquo;liberating&rdquo; her from custody. The thing is that if El used her powers to do something terrible (like hurting someone), then it would be near impossible for police to link it to her. On the other hand, if she did something more mundane, like beat a girl up, it wouldn&rsquo;t likely attract the attention of the agents.</p><p>I suppose an alternative explanation could be that El is arrested, but, since she&rsquo;s constantly monitored by Owens, his men manage to get her out of there. She&rsquo;s brought to a government facility as a sort of protective custody, but, unfortunately, that facility is being run by Brenner, who managed to get himself installed there when he learned of El&rsquo;s new home.</p>
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Question: <p>What&rsquo;s your take on the &ldquo;season 2 recap&rdquo; that was posted on the strangerthingstv Instagram account? Link in case you don&rsquo;t have it: https://www.instagram.com/tv/CbxYVfNDt3Q/?utm_medium=copy_link</p><p>Specifically, S2 did a lot to show Mike &amp; Will&rsquo;s close bond, but this recap skips over some of their close moments. I&rsquo;ve seen some folks on here saying that they reckon it&rsquo;s time the ST marketing team start cuing the audience in to the potential of byler, and this recap is a bit of a slap in the face in that regard. I think the writers are aiming for byler to be a &ldquo;plot twist&rdquo; which is why they&rsquo;re still marketing towards m!leven with a little bit of a tongue-in-cheek vibe (if you&rsquo;re looking for it). But I&rsquo;m not sure.</p><p>What do you think? Would love to hear your thoughts </p>
Answer: <p>I fear people are putting too much stock into these things. At the end of the day, it&rsquo;s been nearly 3 years since the last season of Stranger Things. This is likely the only reason they&rsquo;re doing anything like season/character recaps in the first place. These recaps aren&rsquo;t going to do anything to inform the direction of season 4. They want fans to either watch the recaps and think, &ldquo;Oh, yeah, I remember this show. They&rsquo;re making a new season? Cool!&rdquo; or &ldquo;I forgot all about that. Maybe I should go rewatch before season 4.&rdquo; </p><p>As for why they wouldn&rsquo;t focus on the Byler moments? It&rsquo;s not canon yet. That&rsquo;s it. They&rsquo;re going to continue to officially treat Mike and Will as friends until the show reveals otherwise. This is also why they continue to treat Mike and El as being in love. Mike&rsquo;s reaction to the finale kiss doesn&rsquo;t constitute an official breakup. In accordance with the intentional ambiguity, the marketing team is going with the status quo. </p>
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Question: <p>Hello :) idk if you made a post about this before but what are your season 4 Byler predictions ? </p><p>Have a great day! </p>
Answer: <p>Hello!</p><p>I don&rsquo;t want to make any specific predictions, but I have a hunch on how it will go in a general sense.</p><p>I think we&rsquo;ll see some more subtext, but it will start bordering on the obvious. We might get some callbacks to previous moments where they were particularly close, such as &ldquo;Crazy together&rdquo; and &ldquo;It was the best thing I&rsquo;ve ever done.&rdquo; It will be enough that the more casual viewer might start questioning it, but it will stop short of being explicit. That said, I do think Will being gay will be made clear, and perhaps also his feelings for Mike. It will be Mike&rsquo;s feelings that will be more ambiguous. </p><p>Ultimately, they&rsquo;ll have to give closure to Mike and El before they do anything too big with Mike and Will. The former can easily set up the latter, though. Mike and El getting their closure will likely involve them spending time together, and it could cause some further straining in Mike and Will&rsquo;s relationship. I do think there will need to be some impetus for Mike being honest with his feelings. Since I do think he had an epiphany of sorts at the end of season 3, it&rsquo;s possible he&rsquo;ll closet himself hard, going all-in with the idea of being with El and trying to limit his interactions with Will. What I&rsquo;m not sure of is what will cause him to finally accept himself.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you remember the shot from the sneak peek with El and the two agents in the desert? What do you think they were looking at? And were they Brenner&rsquo;s men?</p>
Answer: <div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="904" data-orig-width="1894"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/699f8e358544851d7762783dc8387bad/a09e3dd3d9617c89-14/s640x960/c06dc21fb37ecda294d2cf7e278c4fa595d7985a.png" data-orig-height="904" data-orig-width="1894"/></figure></div><p>I assume you mean these men? I believe this takes place after the truck is intercepted by the cars along the desert road.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="481" data-orig-width="963"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6ece925675223c1694f39f7589658af6/a09e3dd3d9617c89-07/s640x960/281fc92b353499e618e92fcc9cc94663127814d3.jpg" data-orig-height="481" data-orig-width="963"/></figure></div><p>Those cars are driving very fast, so I do not believe they are part of an escort. They very clearly seem to be trying to get ahead of, or surround, the van. I don&rsquo;t know who the men are, but they <b>do not</b> seem pleased at this turn of events. As for who intercepts them, well&hellip;</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a0740cd85c48b21c72a109917e509804/a09e3dd3d9617c89-10/s640x960/1fd24d48aaa3bb7a78954139e560b1e542471fff.png" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></div><p>It&rsquo;s probably whoever this is. Maybe she&rsquo;s a higher-up the men don&rsquo;t like, or maybe she&rsquo;s someone they were explicitly trying to get El away from. Whoever it is, I think she&rsquo;s directly responsible for El ending up at the desert base where all hell breaks loose.</p><p>So, what do I think happens?</p><p>El&rsquo;s powers, or something like it, manifest (possibly at the skating rink), putting the Byers and whoever is handling them (Owens?). I can&rsquo;t imagine they&rsquo;d be able to leave Hawkins without some sort of oversight. They&rsquo;re able to mostly lie low due to a Witness Protection Program type of relocation, but the supernatural events tip off someone, probably Brenner, as to El&rsquo;s location. It&rsquo;s likely Brenner had been trying to track her for some time, but was unable to pinpoint it. </p><p>The men in the van are likely working for Owens, possibly plants in the Lenora Hills PD. They&rsquo;re clearly meant to have the same sort of ambiguously menacing presence as the men who, ahem, &ldquo;escort&rdquo; Jonathan and Nancy to the Lab in season 2 after disabling their car. These men are also seen watching over a diner in the teaser.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3d8a761c371fcf5a4a8307baf459eb32/a09e3dd3d9617c89-8f/s640x960/416cf4d37f4d0f7350a5aa4ab27b6bafd3a4c528.png" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></div><p>I don&rsquo;t know that we&rsquo;re meant to see them as villains, per se, but they seem to have a similar modus operandi as other Lab agents, particularly those who worked for Owens. They&rsquo;re intimidating and have a presence, but they&rsquo;re not outwardly aggressive or threatening. This is why I don&rsquo;t think they&rsquo;re straight-up villains. I also think a third agent is in the Byers home when the military shows up. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a0f230f8883cbe2abae85085cd9921e2/a09e3dd3d9617c89-64/s640x960/5d407979cba980f9a279ebb102521c97a18ab36a.png" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></div><p>He ends up attempting to repel the attack, possibly sacrificing himself so the others can get away. We don&rsquo;t see El in the house in that scene, but she might actually be there. Perhaps she is spirited away by the other two men while the third distracts the military. </p><p>So, really, I think we&rsquo;re dealing with three different factions here.</p><p>First we have Owens&rsquo; men. They&rsquo;re as close as we have to good guys, depending on how you view the Lab even under Owens&rsquo; control. They&rsquo;re trying to keep El&rsquo;s location a secret, but are probably still surveilling the Byers without their knowledge.</p><p>Second, we have Brenner&rsquo;s team. They operate out of a secret desert base, possibly as a coincidental reassignment for Brenner after his failure in Hawkins, but also possibly because he figured out that El was somewhere in that area. He tries to abduct El, possibly after her powers (or something like it) manifests and gets his attention.</p><p>Finally, we have Colonel Sullivan&rsquo;s men. I believe we see them in the attack on the desert base. They are out to defeat and destroy everything related to or responsible for the Upside Down. Their attack on the base might be what helps El escape from Brenner&rsquo;s men.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think that some people might hate the idea of Will having supernatural abilities? I keep reading comments under Stranger Universe videos where someone says about Will being psychic and they either reply with an insult or react strangely and try to deny it in a way that feels awfully forced and illogical.</p>
Answer: <p>Yes, I do think so. Now, how many people feel that way is a different story. It&rsquo;s important to remember that the internet fandom is not representative of the larger fanbase. It&rsquo;s a relatively small subset of a show&rsquo;s fanbase that is, ahem, &ldquo;passionate&rdquo; enough to dedicate a lot of time to it online. </p><p>From what I can tell, a large portion of <i>those</i> fans are more interested in the actors or specific characters than the show itself. It would seem that Will is not a favorite among many of those people, but El is. As a result, the idea of Will with powers is seen as an attack on El as a character rather than a potential partner or kindred spirit.</p><p>In fairness, some of the Will fans around here can go a bit far in their devotion at times. It might be causing the El fans to go overboard protecting their favorite character, even though it&rsquo;s wholly unnecessary.</p><p>El and Will should be seen as allies, siblings, even, rather than enemies. Will having powers wouldn&rsquo;t take away from El. It&rsquo;d be quite a thing for them both to have someone who understands what they&rsquo;re going through. This is why I really think the writers might be moving towards a Wonder Twins dynamic for them.</p>
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Question: <p>any thoughts on matthew modine&rsquo;s tweet about what to expect from season 4? he says it&rsquo;s most like 1&amp;3. i am curious what he means.</p>
Answer: <p>Honestly? I think he&rsquo;s just trolling. Maybe some of the stuff he says has some truth to it, but I think he&rsquo;s just trying to drive fans crazy.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi I hope your having a good day. On the 22nd (I think it was then) you posted about how wills birthday may be forgotten. Do you think this could make it easier for Lonnie to manipulate will? </p><p>And do you think there is any possibility that Lonnie gives will to Brenner? Brenner could of possibly offered Lonnie money. </p>
Answer: <p>Hello. I&rsquo;m not having a bad day. That&rsquo;s something, right?</p><p>Both of your suppositions are possible. They certainly fit into what we know about Lonnie. Where I grow iffy is in Lonnie bothering to make a trip to California. That&rsquo;s quite a bit of time, money, and effort to go visit a son he doesn&rsquo;t really care about. He&rsquo;d only really do it if there was something in it for him.</p><p>I suppose it could be how Brenner (or someone else) finds out where the Byers and El are. Joyce would likely be required to inform Lonnie as to where they are going since he&rsquo;d be entitled to access to his kids (barring a court order to the contrary).</p><p>I had speculated a while back that the car fire scene could be Will violently lashing out at Lonnie for something. Lonnie turning Will over to Brenner could be that final straw that results in Will realizing just how horrible his father is. It would raise the question as to how Will and Lonnie ended up together in the car in the first place, though. </p>
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Question: <p>the sub makes all the difference. if it&rsquo;s the spoiler sub, at least the mods there would know about the movie. the talk about obscure films often.</p>
Answer: <p>Like I said, I don&rsquo;t really know. I stick to the Tumblr side of the fandom myself. My major concern was that someone might be taking my ideas, but if that&rsquo;s not what&rsquo;s happening then there&rsquo;s no issue for me. I&rsquo;ve only recently been made aware that people outside of Tumblr even know who I am, so I was a little suspicious when I found out that someone else wrote something about the movie House shortly after I did. I should have checked it out myself before I said anything.</p>
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Question: <p>Not paceybyler on instagram saying that the byler fandom on tumblr is weird,she said that ya&rsquo;ll should get a job instead of saying that Eleven should learn her lesson .. &#128514;</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, I don&rsquo;t know who that is or whom they&rsquo;re referring to, but I do have a job. In fact, my job pays decently well, and it keeps me very busy during the school year. It&rsquo;s with perhaps a little irony that my Be Kind lesson to my 5th graders this month is around Digital Etiquette.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not sure what &ldquo;lesson&rdquo; they&rsquo;re talking about, either, but I don&rsquo;t think there&rsquo;s anything wrong with wanting her to grow as a person now that she&rsquo;s able to experience the world at large. That&rsquo;s really all I&rsquo;ve ever mentioned for her as far as a &ldquo;lesson&rdquo; goes.</p>
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Question: <p>which sub? there&rsquo;s more than one</p>
Answer: <p>This was information brought to me, not something I saw myself, though it was brought to me in good faith. I generally don&rsquo;t peruse Reddit. Screenshots subsequently shown to me don&rsquo;t reach the level of a copy-paste, but, if it was posted when I&rsquo;m told it was, it was done shortly after my own House post. Nevertheless, it&rsquo;s a lesson learned to me that I should probably examine these things myself before I act on them.</p><p>I want to believe it&rsquo;s a coincidence, but it&rsquo;s not exactly a well-known movie these days.</p><p>Still, my main point stands. I&rsquo;m fine with people sharing my work elsewhere, as long as I get credit.</p>
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Question: <p>Interesting to see how differently everyone interprets those facial expressions! Personally I read them as: Mike = shocked and Not A Good Feeling About This, even if he doesn't understand what he's looking at. WTF face, basically. El = confused and on the cusp of understanding what she's seeing, but not there yet. A "this is familiar, what is it?" expression. Will = worried. He doesn't fully know what he's looking at either, but out of all of them he looks the most concerned. Like he suspects UD</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, I can&rsquo;t wait to see what they&rsquo;re looking at. Whatever it is, it isn&rsquo;t pretty.</p>
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Question: <p>Are we sure those are 1950s outfits on Robin? Honestly they look more ugly 80s to me. I think maybe the girls are trying to pass as being much older than they are, to get somewhere they wouldn't be allowed as high school kids. They're like outfits a mom or a librarian would wear.</p>
Answer: <p>I can&rsquo;t say I&rsquo;ve ever seen 80s clothes that look like that. I mean, anything&rsquo;s possible, but neither of them seem like they&rsquo;re in clothes that are ordinarily their style. </p>
Tags: stranger things 4, robin buckley, nancy wheeler

Post id: 679550977879179265
Date: 2022-03-23 21:18:34 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/679550977879179265
Slug: hello-youre-literally-the-person-i-trust-most-in
Reblog key: zCljMAfo
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Hello </p><p>You&rsquo;re literally the person I trust most in the Byler tumblr fandom ( no offense to anyone else y&rsquo;all are sweet ) so I&rsquo;m asking you </p><p>Do you think Mike and El will break up ? And do you think Mike and Will are going to get together? As much as I want that I really don&rsquo;t think it&rsquo;s happening :( </p><p>Have a nice day </p>
Answer: <p>Hello. Thank you for your kind words. I do try to be reasonable and straightforward.</p><p>Yes, I do think they&rsquo;ll break up, and I do think Mike and Will are going to get together. Whether that happens this season or not, I can&rsquo;t say with any certainty. I have a feeling that Mike will be preoccupied with El being in danger. Regardless of one&rsquo;s feelings on the matter, nobody should be able to objectively deny that El has always managed to come on to the scene anytime Mike&rsquo;s feelings for Will were very strong. This is why I believe Mike felt he was in love with her to begin with. </p><p>Don&rsquo;t be surprised if Mike and Will have some moments, only for El to be captured shortly thereafter. This will give Mike a means within the narrative to avoid confronting his building feelings.</p><p>At any rate, Mike and El do have to get closure on their own romantic relationship. No fan should be hoping for Mike to break up with her just so he can be with Will. El deserves her own character development where she realizes there&rsquo;s a world beyond Mike. She had made some progress with this in season 3, only to go back to him in her grief from losing Hopper. </p><p>Time will tell what happens, but I haven&rsquo;t seen anything to make me change my viewpoint on this.</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;m slowly losing hope in byler i don&rsquo;t even know the main reason but the Instagram accounts keep saying that Mileven will reunite and also the bound between Will and Mike this season looks more like a brother bound(?) </p>
Answer: <p>I can understand the pessimism, but you all have to understand the role the social media accounts play in this. Their job, their <b>only </b>job, is to get people hyped for season 4. These accounts are not going to be dropping any major hints or plot reveals. </p><p>Most fans on Twitter, Instagram, etc. are under the impression that Mike and El got back together at the end of season 3. This is what the social media accounts are going to go with in order to get those fans talking. No conclusions could or should be drawn from these posts. I&rsquo;m not even aware of any posts that have stated that Mike and El will reunite in any romantic sense. </p><p>That said, I do think that there&rsquo;s a lot left to do with Mike and El before Byler can explicitly happen anyway. </p>
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Question: <p>To be fair the pics are in Suzie's room. You can even see the Muppet poster in 3x08, so it wasn't chosen because of Mike. But it's still an interesting choice to have him stand next to it. Btw, I think they're probably looking at Suzie in the photo!</p>
Answer: <p>Nice connection by spotting it as Suzie&rsquo;s room. I honestly didn&rsquo;t know if we&rsquo;d see her again. I suppose it makes sense that they&rsquo;d look for a safe haven after leaving the Byers home.</p><p>It being her room doesn&rsquo;t really change the possible symbolism, though. They still chose to position Mike in front of it in a way where the poster isn&rsquo;t just visible, but stands out. </p><p>We can argue about the significance of rainbows all we want, but they&rsquo;ve definitely been displayed, both prominently and in the background, throughout the entire show. Even by 80s standards, they&rsquo;re everywhere to the point that we&rsquo;re apparently meant to notice them.</p>
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Question: <p>That's it. It's basically night time where I live. If they don't give us the trailer 'today'... I'm out. I can't take any more disappointments. &#128531;  It'd basically be confirmation that they are NOT on the same wavelength as we are and I don't wanna experience the consequences.</p>
Answer: <p>Well, I was thinking they&rsquo;d show it at 11am Pacific Time (since El is in California), but that would have been 15 minutes ago.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="480" data-orig-width="640"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ba09d6b3993906d29fc1890c859f8bf7/3b5653159d39e23a-50/s640x960/6eedaa07e1dc46c8b399eccad8fae49f21e85d52.jpg" data-orig-height="480" data-orig-width="640"/></figure></div><p>I think it&rsquo;s a lost opportunity, but it is what it is.</p>
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Question: <p>That's it. It's basically night time where I live. If they don't give us the trailer 'today'... I'm out. I can't take any more disappointments. &#128531;  It'd basically be confirmation that they are NOT on the same wavelength as we are and I don't wanna experience the consequences.</p>
Answer: <p>Well, I was thinking they&rsquo;d show it at 11am Pacific Time (since El is in California), but that would have been 15 minutes ago.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="480" data-orig-width="640"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ba09d6b3993906d29fc1890c859f8bf7/3b5653159d39e23a-50/s640x960/6eedaa07e1dc46c8b399eccad8fae49f21e85d52.jpg" data-orig-height="480" data-orig-width="640"/></figure></div><p>I think it&rsquo;s a lost opportunity, but it is what it is.</p>
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Question: <p>Any last minute trailer hopes and expectations you'd like to share? </p>
Answer: <p>Ha, honestly? I have no idea. I want to learn more, but, at the same time, I don&rsquo;t want anything to be spoiled. I&rsquo;m a walking contradiction, but that tracks considering I&rsquo;m an old man engaged in a Tumblr fandom.</p><p>It&rsquo;d be nice to get at least one song from the soundtrack, though. That&rsquo;s always one of my favorite parts of the show.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think the military is with Sullivan or Brenner?</p>
Answer: <p>Both. Sort of.</p><p>I refer to this scene:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/845b92e450c9a0a59e1cb80eb9361a07/600dfa9989fd85e9-e9/s640x960/0f3450f3829c4b8afab1ffa23172d3856999284f.png" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e2a68c37dc82277792926c5f64013023/600dfa9989fd85e9-73/s640x960/58d136df16126b94b4d2c68373ddd7ea59d25469.png" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></div><p>Here we see a military unit advancing behind portable ballistic shields. It is shown as a countershot to MPs, behind makeshift cover, trying to hold back an attacking force. The piping along the walls tells us this is the same tunnel </p><p>I think what&rsquo;s happening here is that Sullivan&rsquo;s men are taking over a Lab-affiliated facility. Whether it&rsquo;s under the control of Brenner or Owens, I&rsquo;m not sure. I&rsquo;m guessing Brenner if El is brought there against her will. It would make sense for Brenner to have been, ahem, &ldquo;reassigned&rdquo; after his failure to keep the events in Hawkins contained.</p><p>At any rate, Sullivan is out to put an end to all of this Upside Down business. He may well be going rogue without any formal authorization. Perhaps he has a personal stake in this we&rsquo;re not aware of. What remains to be seen is how Sullivan finds out about this facility. It&rsquo;s probably a high-level secret even within the military/government. I wonder if Owens has been compromised somehow.</p>
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Question: <p>I can't wait for team of Nancy "i got girl problems" and Robin "these females are so hot". I imagine they will be pretending to be couple to get information or something.</p>
Answer: <p>Their dynamic will be interesting to see. I suspect that their mutual friendships with Barb will be how they finally bond.</p><p>I still want them to have a Cagney &amp; Lacey vibe.</p><figure class="tmblr-full tmblr-embed" data-provider="youtube" data-url="https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OuwaA0BLKr4&amp;ab_channel=RicoLanz" data-orig-width="356" data-orig-height="200"><iframe width="356" height="200" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/OuwaA0BLKr4?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe></figure>
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Question: <p>Not sure Joyce is actually part of Lenora PD, but I&rsquo;m pretty convinced she&rsquo;s in contact with Owens. I can&rsquo;t explain otherwise the agent defending the Byers house, and even the fact that she took the decision to leave her family. She must have thought they would get protection in her absence.</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s an intriguing thought, no? I have no clue if it&rsquo;s at all true, but it made a surprising amount of sense when I thought of it. Whoever that man is, he decided it was a good idea to stand against a military unit. He&rsquo;s either dedicated to the Byers family or already an enemy of the military.</p>
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Question: <p>Hiya! I hope you've been doing okay. Sorry if you've been asked this already (hopefully not, or not too much) but have you seen the new Ghostbusters movie? Any opinion(s)? Thanks! ^_^</p>
Answer: <p>Hey!</p><p>I have not seen it yet, I&rsquo;m afraid. I plan to see it once it comes to streaming. I haven&rsquo;t seen any movies in a theater since the Covid pandemic started. Well, I did see a Rifftrax presentation of Hobgoblins, but that had a lot of open seats, so I felt safe enough to go.</p>
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Question: <p>have you read this thread before? https://twitter.com/thestrangertake/status/1416957169182777347?s=21 it all seems very palpable to me, especially considering leaked scripts, the november teasers, etc. interesting stuff about byler as well https://twitter.com/wheeierfiims/status/1417022075638673411?s=21</p>
Answer: <p>I feel like I&rsquo;ve seen that before.</p><p>The thing is, it all seems to be things that fans have either speculated or &ldquo;reported&rdquo; in the past. I know the thread is from the summer, but I doubt it was the first time any of that info was stated. </p><p>It&rsquo;s all pretty neat, but I wouldn&rsquo;t rely on it. Things like Eddie being a dealer, the Hellfire Club being blamed for murders, Max being depressed, she and Lucas having trouble, and Vickie being a love interest for Robin have been staples of the fandom for a long time. Mike going to California, even though he was in trouble with his parents, for Will&rsquo;s birthday is a massive fan wank (though one I&rsquo;d love to see come true).</p><p>Still, some fun speculation there. We&rsquo;ll see how true any of it is in due time.</p>
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Question: <p>I haven&rsquo;t seen much people point this one but in one scene Billy&rsquo;s grave says &ldquo;Billy&rdquo; but in another it says &ldquo;William&rdquo; in the scene where max is floating. </p>
Answer: <p>Holy shit….you’re right.</p><p>I can’t take screenshots right now, but it clearly says Billy Hargrove early in the trailer (0:32), and William Hargrove later on (2:36).</p><p>That’s either a <i><b>huge</b></i> error, or there’s more going on that we realize. It could explain Max floating if she’s in a sort of dream world or something.</p>
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Question: <p>I know everyone adores her, but if the California plot solely revolves around El without much or little thought given to the Byers or even Mike in a meaningful way, I'll be extremely disappointed and heartbroken.  The Hawkins plot looks really promising!  However I'm worried that 90% of what's happening in Cali will be about her even after she's separated from them and they will have the opportunity Not to. idk I just they have such big cast, I wish they'd focus on them too.</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, I worry about that, too. It&rsquo;s a shame because the California plot involves a number of characters who have been essential to the story in the past. If it did just become all about El, then it&rsquo;s a real waste. I like El, but I never once considered this her show. It&rsquo;s supposed to be an ensemble cast, but sometimes it feels like that&rsquo;s been changing over the years.</p><p>I&rsquo;m hoping it just turns out that the marketing features her because she&rsquo;s just that popular.</p>
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Question: <p>My crack theory is this season is going to have a big focus on distorted perspective: Basically the upside down and real world are getting closer together the characters are perceiving things differently....which ties into the whole eye of vecna allusion the titles seemed to be making....will is resistant to this bc of his experiences with the mf and that this is going to be a fairly large part of his arc for the season, so he isn't really in the trailer</p>
Answer: <p>Distorted perspectives/reality would really fit with Dustin&rsquo;s line about &ldquo;the world is full of obvious things that nobody, for any reason, ever observes.&rdquo;</p>
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Question: <p>game of thrones left water bottles and coffee cups in one season so could be an error lol</p>
Answer: <p>Leaving items on set is one thing. There would need to be two completely different tombstones in order for something like this to happen by accident.</p><p>I&rsquo;m leaning towards one of those scenes not being what it seemed.</p>
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Question: <p>I haven&rsquo;t seen much people point this one but in one scene Billy&rsquo;s grave says &ldquo;Billy&rdquo; but in another it says &ldquo;William&rdquo; in the scene where max is floating. </p>
Answer: <p>Holy shit&hellip;.you&rsquo;re right.</p><p>I can&rsquo;t take screenshots right now, but it clearly says Billy Hargrove early in the trailer (0:32), and William Hargrove later on (2:36).</p><p>That&rsquo;s either a <i><b>huge</b></i> error, or there&rsquo;s more going on that we realize. It could explain Max floating if she&rsquo;s in a sort of dream world or something.</p>
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Question: <p>it definitely is weird that mike and will are so distant considering they&rsquo;ve been hip to hip for most of the series. even after season 3 they ended on a positive note. </p>
Answer: <p>Yes. All this focusing on how Mike and El seem inseparable, when Mike and Will inexplicably being distant is very unusual.</p><p>Did anyone really expect Mike to not try to stay with El? It makes sense that he&rsquo;s doing it. It just doesn&rsquo;t make sense that Will is being ignored in a way that seems worse than before.</p><p>It&rsquo;s something begging for a tearful apology down the road. An apology that was conspicuously missing last season, perhaps?</p>
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Question: <p>From the trailer it honestly seems like this season is going to be some sort of caricature of the s1/2. It looks like they&rsquo;re trying so hard to get that atmosphere back but it feels just really forced. It left me completely indifferent. The only thing I&rsquo;m vaguely curious about is Max&rsquo;s storyline but that&rsquo;s it, all the other stuff looks predictable, like they aren&rsquo;t making any real effort to make these characters interesting anymore, nor the plot. I know it&rsquo;s just a trailer, but I&rsquo;m just really not looking forward to watch the season at this point. There&rsquo;s not one bit of authenticity left in there. </p>
Answer: <p>I dunno, I don&rsquo;t see much of seasons 1 or 2, myself. To me, it looks like everyone is just trying to pretend everything is fine when it isn&rsquo;t. Max might be playing a similar role to Nancy in season 2, maybe. She might be mourning Billy, while Lucas dismisses her grief similarly to Steve. Max might also be playing a role similar to Will, too, it she has a special insight into what&rsquo;s happening.</p><p>I guess we all interpret the information in our own way, though.</p>
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Question: <p>I don&rsquo;t know why so many people are so quick to write off Byler now. A huge narrative shift can&rsquo;t come out of nowhere. Mike and El are clearly the main couple of the show; it will take one or two arcs in the show to deconstruct that. While they sort of started that shift last season by highlighting some distance between Mike and El, the fact of the matter is that there is still very much to be done, narratively speaking, from a storytelling perspective; this could take awhile. We maybe won&rsquo;t even see anything until the conclusion of season 5. I think people really need to readjust their expectations for how this story will ultimately play out. </p>
Answer: <p>Agreed.</p><p>I still find it odd that Mike and Will don&rsquo;t even seem to be talking, though. From Will being forced to sadly follow along behind Mike and El, to Mike and Will sitting on opposite sides of the room, it just speaks volumes in and of itself.</p><p>Seriously, if Mike and Will were just going to be regular friends, why are they making their relationship seem so off?</p><p>Whether you think they have something romantic building or not, there&rsquo;s something strange going on there.</p>
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Question: <p>I still think it&rsquo;s a little suspicious how little they&rsquo;re showing of the cali gang. </p>
Answer: <p>I imagine there&rsquo;s way too much stuff going on there that they want to be a surprise. </p>
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Question: <p>Has anyone noticed that on billy&lsquo;s grave there&rsquo;s his full name? William? The theory of him connected to Will is startin to make more sense &#128064;</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, it wasn&rsquo;t like we didn&rsquo;t know what Billy was short for, but, yes, it really does drive the point home, doesn&rsquo;t it?</p><p>Shows generally don&rsquo;t have characters with the same name to avoid confusion. Unless the writers wanted it, for some reason.</p>
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Question: <p>Not milevens on Twitter and instagram saying that they are winning and that we were wrong with the theory of Will having powers- </p><p>like will having powers and byler getting their moments would be such a plottwist for the show,ofc is not included in the trailer,i don&rsquo;t get why are people are so upset</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, I honestly wasn&rsquo;t expected anything Byler in the trailer. I was surprised that Mike and Will haven&rsquo;t really been seen interacting in any way, though. That&rsquo;s quite alarming, to be honest. It drives home the idea that one (or both) of them is ignoring the other. </p><p>They separated on a high note, with both essentially seeking reassurance that the other wouldn&rsquo;t move on from them. I know Mike had something of a short circuit after they left, but this just isn&rsquo;t computing. As far as we can tell, Mike isn&rsquo;t paying Will any attention, at all. It&rsquo;s almost like he&rsquo;s going out of his way to do so, too.</p><p>What the hell happened over the last few months? </p>
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Question: <p>But like.....Max levitating is definitely taken out of context right?? Like there's no way that a party member other than Will getting powers isn't a very big sign that some real messed up stuff goes down in Hawkins????And if it is supposed to be a serious "plot Twist" then why would it be in the trailer?? Like I swear if we start getting nonsense plot twists purely because nobody expects them and not because it makes sense in the story I will lose it</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t think Max has powers. I think that is part of the role Billy is playing this season. Max will basically be haunted. She looks like she&rsquo;s being lifted by something rather than under her own power.</p><p>If she does suddenly have powers, then I don&rsquo;t even know anymore.</p>
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Question: <p>This journalist, @erikdavis on twitter, posted more pictures (some not from the trailer) apparently there are from Netflix but I can&rsquo;t find where</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t see anything really new there, but I only had time to watch the trailer once. It wouldn&rsquo;t be unusual for Netflix to send publicity stills to media outlets, though.</p>
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Question: <p>But like.....Max levitating is definitely taken out of context right?? Like there's no way that a party member other than Will getting powers isn't a very big sign that some real messed up stuff goes down in Hawkins????And if it is supposed to be a serious "plot Twist" then why would it be in the trailer?? Like I swear if we start getting nonsense plot twists purely because nobody expects them and not because it makes sense in the story I will lose it</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t think Max has powers. I think that is part of the role Billy is playing this season. Max will basically be haunted. She looks like she&rsquo;s being lifted by something rather than under her own power.</p><p>If she does suddenly have powers, then I don&rsquo;t even know anymore.</p>
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Question: <p>Not sure how I feel about el being the one true hero to save us all thing. But otherwise I liked the trailer. The music kicked ass lol. </p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s getting a bit old, no?</p><p>Still, they flat out stated, in a trailer, that the war can&rsquo;t be won without her. They&rsquo;re setting this expectation for the audience, and it&rsquo;s the perfect opportunity for some sort of subversion. Either El won&rsquo;t be the one to do it, or she won&rsquo;t be able to do it herself like she usually does.</p>
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Question: <p>i&rsquo;m really disappointed with the trailer&hellip; will being again the third reel,no byler,only mileven content! also mike looks devastated with eleven leaving him so at this point i think we should give up our byler theories :( i think he still loves her cmon,it&rsquo;s so obvious </p>
Answer: <p>That doesn&rsquo;t make you wonder a bit? They focus on Mike and El, leaving Will sad in the background, and you don&rsquo;t think that&rsquo;s a bit odd? It would be more realistically obvious if they showed Will being happy even with Mike and El doing their thing. He&rsquo;s not, and I imagine it will become a plot point.</p>
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Question: <p>I knew Owens was behind everything happening in Cali, good or bad, it&rsquo;s not very clear&hellip;</p>
Answer: <p>He&rsquo;s definitely behind the relocation, which I figured had to be the case. Is that his base in the desert, though? I didn&rsquo;t see anything to confirm that. It might be, though. Maybe Brenner is just in flashbacks.</p>
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Question: <p>That&rsquo;s the merch, he&rsquo;s the smallest doll, lol : https://www.walmart.com/ip/Stranger-Things-Nestable-Nesting-Dolls-Collectible-Figures-Features-6-Characters/558619131</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, haha, I saw these, and I was all annoyed because I thought Will didn&rsquo;t have one. I guess I did scroll down the side images enough.</p><p>Yeah, it&rsquo;s curious that he&rsquo;s holding a d8. There&rsquo;s no indication, yet, that D&amp;D is a significant part of his character this season. It&rsquo;s very possible that the merchandise people don&rsquo;t have everything, though. They might have to make assumptions or go off information they already know. El has an Eggo, after all. That&rsquo;s pretty old information about her.</p>
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Question: <p>That&rsquo;s the merch, he&rsquo;s the smallest doll, lol : https://www.walmart.com/ip/Stranger-Things-Nestable-Nesting-Dolls-Collectible-Figures-Features-6-Characters/558619131</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, haha, I saw these, and I was all annoyed because I thought Will didn&rsquo;t have one. I guess I did scroll down the side images enough.</p><p>Yeah, it&rsquo;s curious that he&rsquo;s holding a d8. There&rsquo;s no indication, yet, that D&amp;D is a significant part of his character this season. It&rsquo;s very possible that the merchandise people don&rsquo;t have everything, though. They might have to make assumptions or go off information they already know. El has an Eggo, after all. That&rsquo;s pretty old information about her.</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;m the anon who said that, I saw it&rsquo;s what happened :) No, I just guessed and  thought it was obvious, they hinted that the clock is like a portal to the upside down and that&rsquo;s how it will enter Hawkins again in S4.</p>
Answer: <p>Well, good guess then. I salute you.</p><p>I thought they&rsquo;d finish up with the Gate at the end of season 3 and save the clock to be a featured part of the trailer. We have *checks watch* 53 minutes to go.</p>
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Question: <p>Did you see there&rsquo;s a S4 merch with Will and a DnD dice? It&rsquo;s weird they didn&rsquo;t give it to Dustin who&rsquo;s the one who&rsquo;ll be active in the hellfire club apparently (I know that Will was obsessed with DnD in S3 but in this merch, all the details are related to S4).</p>
Answer: <p>I did not see that. I don&rsquo;t usually get too into the merchandise, but there does seem to be quite a lot of it this time around. Do you have a link/photo of this?</p>
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Question: <p>So the last clip is Creel house&rsquo;s clock from the third teaser?</p>
Answer: <p>If you mean the clip that will run when the clock hits 6:00 AM, then I doubt it. I think it will be something from the climax of season 3, like Joyce and Hopper closing the Gate.</p><p>Presumably, the trailer will come when the clock hits 7:00 AM (1.5 hours from the time of this post). That will be our season 4 goodness.</p>
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Question: <p>So the last clip is Creel house&rsquo;s clock from the third teaser?</p>
Answer: <p>If you mean the clip that will run when the clock hits 6:00 AM, then I doubt it. I think it will be something from the climax of season 3, like Joyce and Hopper closing the Gate.</p><p>Presumably, the trailer will come when the clock hits 7:00 AM (1.5 hours from the time of this post). That will be our season 4 goodness.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think if Will and Mike had another fight they would put it in a trailer again because I feel like a fight this season was going to end in some revelation far more impactful than "it's not my fault you don't like girls"?</p>
Answer: <p>We may get a line of it, but nothing too substantial.</p><p>I&rsquo;m still not thrilled at the prospect of them going back to being out of sync. It&rsquo;d be a repeat of their season 3 arc, and they supposedly ended on a good note where they were reassuring each other.</p><p>Still, it would make sense for Mike&rsquo;s character. He seemed to come to some kind of big realization after Will left, and it didn&rsquo;t seem like he was happy about it. It&rsquo;s very likely he&rsquo;s going to be trying to hide his feelings, and he may, unintentionally, hurt Will because of it. He&rsquo;s probably too smart to be that stupid, but we all know he <i>is</i> that stupid.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think if Will and Mike had another fight they would put it in a trailer again because I feel like a fight this season was going to end in some revelation far more impactful than "it's not my fault you don't like girls"?</p>
Answer: <p>We may get a line of it, but nothing too substantial.</p><p>I&rsquo;m still not thrilled at the prospect of them going back to being out of sync. It&rsquo;d be a repeat of their season 3 arc, and they supposedly ended on a good note where they were reassuring each other.</p><p>Still, it would make sense for Mike&rsquo;s character. He seemed to come to some kind of big realization after Will left, and it didn&rsquo;t seem like he was happy about it. It&rsquo;s very likely he&rsquo;s going to be trying to hide his feelings, and he may, unintentionally, hurt Will because of it. He&rsquo;s probably too smart to be that stupid, but we all know he <i>is</i> that stupid.</p>
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Question: <p>Thank you for the recap: is it me or does it look very Byers-El-Hopper centric? Is their experience in the upside down gonna be meaningful in S4?</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;d say it&rsquo;s simply very Upside Down-centric. Specifically, there seems to be a focus on how it intersects with the real world. Even El finding Will fits that because he&rsquo;s in the Upside Down version of Castle Byers. There were more scenes that could have been used, but season 1 was very heavy on the dimensional aspect. We&rsquo;ll have to see what they use now that they&rsquo;re in season 2, but they started with Will&rsquo;s first &ldquo;crossing over&rdquo; moment. </p>
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Question: <p>I don&rsquo;t think it&rsquo;s a coincidence that the trailer drops out tomorrow&hellip; it&rsquo;s the 12 of April </p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> was saying that to me earlier. It&rsquo;s true that we&rsquo;ve had some 12 symbolism prior to this. Aside from the clock, which is a big 12 symbol in itself, there was also that image (which, naturally, I can&rsquo;t find) that had spaces for 1 through 12. El was in the 11 spot, naturally. I think Brenner and Kali may have been on there, too. Also, there was the Plinko game in the teaser. I don&rsquo;t know if we got a good enough look at it, but I&rsquo;d be willing to bet it goes up to 12.</p><p>I&rsquo;ve previously speculated that Will ends up being 012, and I guess we&rsquo;ll see.</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 681269760473923584
Date: 2022-04-11 20:37:53 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/681269760473923584
Slug: trailer-on-412-4-12-16-1-6-7-7-byler
Reblog key: 3JvicyrF
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Trailer on 4/12</p><p>4+12=16</p><p>1+6=7</p><p>7= byler</p>
Answer: <p>Eh, you guys lose me when you do this stuff. I&rsquo;m not saying that there&rsquo;s no numerical symbolism going on, but we can&rsquo;t be sure of when it is or isn&rsquo;t a coincidence, let alone what it might mean. </p><p>Maybe the Duffers can reveal what was intentional after it&rsquo;s all said and done. </p>
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Question: <p>I don&rsquo;t think it&rsquo;s a coincidence that the trailer drops out tomorrow&hellip; it&rsquo;s the 12 of April </p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> was saying that to me earlier. It&rsquo;s true that we&rsquo;ve had some 12 symbolism prior to this. Aside from the clock, which is a big 12 symbol in itself, there was also that image (which, naturally, I can&rsquo;t find) that had spaces for 1 through 12. El was in the 11 spot, naturally. I think Brenner and Kali may have been on there, too. Also, there was the Plinko game in the teaser. I don&rsquo;t know if we got a good enough look at it, but I&rsquo;d be willing to bet it goes up to 12.</p><p>I&rsquo;ve previously speculated that Will ends up being 012, and I guess we&rsquo;ll see.</p>
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Question: <p>Congrats on 1500 followers! My question is: how are you planning to watch the episodes? All at once on release day? I personally would love to watch one a day, so I'd have time to digest them (especially if they're 1.5/2 hour long), but I'd miss all the fun here on tumblr! </p>
Answer: <p>Thank you!</p><p>Oh, I have no choice but to watch them ASAP, otherwise I&rsquo;ll be forced to hide from spoilers. I&rsquo;ve been bobbing and weaving to avoid Spiderman spoilers for a while, but some things couldn&rsquo;t be avoided.</p><p>Fortunately, the school is closed from May 27th until the following Tuesday. A four day weekend should be sufficient for me to get through Part 1, even with longer episodes.</p>
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Question: <p>what do you hope for in st4?</p>
Answer: <div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="400" data-orig-width="400"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/632bc766066893e65ea539d2da5ebf11/ac23d24af4af9ff2-0f/s640x960/1c0368ecb365dbb423e8ae9db9b5301c8b5638dc.gif" data-orig-height="400" data-orig-width="400"/></figure></div><p>Ok, so maybe that&rsquo;s not a real answer. I guess I don&rsquo;t want to end up like Gul'dan, either.</p><p>I guess a shortlist of my biggest hopes for season 4 are that:</p><ul><li>El finds peace with her past and at least <i>starts </i>to figure out who she is as a person and not a weapon.</li><li>Hopper to let himself love again without the need for a protective shell of anger.</li><li>Mike and Will stop dancing around what&rsquo;s going on there.</li><li>Steve either finds a girl who likes him for him or realizes he doesn&rsquo;t need a girlfriend to be happy.</li><li><b>ROBIN AND NANCY HAVE A CAGNEY &amp; LACEY BUDDY COP DYNAMIC! </b>(yes, this is intentionally caps and bolded)</li></ul>
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Question: <p>In the official poster with all 4 combined they actually moved Mike over so that he&rsquo;s not right next to Will anymore? I&rsquo;m pretty sure it&rsquo;s just to make it more aesthetically pleasing but it&rsquo;s still really weird lol </p>
Answer: <p>Whoa you are right. I didn’t notice them. It is weird that they moved Mike over further to the left. I was so caught up with the hype that I missed that lol. Good catch! </p>
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Question: <p>So did Matt and Ross Duffer really lie about the episode titles? I mean, if Stranger Things 4 is split into two volumes, then the creators of the series only gave us half the titles of the episode names?</p>
Answer: <p>Not necessarily. It could just be that the episodes are considerably longer.</p><p>That being said, these episodes would pretty much be mini-movies at that point. The Duffers would win back considerable respect if the tradeoff to the long wait was a big boost to both quality and quantity of actual content upon release.</p>
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Question: <p>Wait, (about that theory of Will's shirt being his or Mike's) how do we know they didn't all go back to sleep to their houses and then met at Mike's house the next day anyway? (They'd probably all have trouble sleeping what with knowing the Mind Flayer is back, specially Will probably, but still) Cause Lucas is also wearing different clothes. (Mike is too, but it's his house, he can change anytime) So I mean unless Mike has clothes of everyone in the party in his house, they might have gone back to their houses for the night and evidently changed clothes and then went to Mike's the next day.</p>
Answer: <p>The thing about that is that the campaign, fight, and ensuing events all take place in the morning, hence Mike&rsquo;s &ldquo;Will, it&rsquo;s so early!&rdquo; Given Mike&rsquo;s (and, to a lesser extent, Lucas&rsquo;) behavior during the campaign, I doubt they were playing too long before Will got fed up. It&rsquo;s dark outside, but that can be explained by the storm. This is all taking place the morning after Mike got dumped, as Max and El have a sleepover. Presumably, the boys have one, too, which is why Lucas sheepishly asks if he can get a shower before playing D&amp;D. By the time they meet up with Will, all three of them probably need new clothes.</p><p>Lucas is Mike&rsquo;s neighbor, so him grabbing fresh clothes would be easy enough. He&rsquo;d just have to stop by his house before going back to Mike&rsquo;s. They then start planning meeting up with the girls and figuring out the new Mindflayer threat. The entire Party knows how serious this is, and none of them, <i>especially Mike</i>, is going to decide to &ldquo;take care of it tomorrow.&rdquo;</p>
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Question: <p>David and Noah were really spending their evening together on Valentine&rsquo;s Day? That&rsquo;s funny ( or sad, idk)</p>
Answer: <p>Hey, Valentine&rsquo;s Day doesn&rsquo;t just have to be about romantic love. Future TV stepdads and stepsons should get to have a way to express their love, too.</p><p>In all seriousness, though, it does seem a bit convenient that, aside from the two of them simply being at the game together, that David had that message ready to display on his phone. Totally planned.</p>
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Question: <p>hi! i&rsquo;m not sure if you&rsquo;ve seen or addressed this theory before but i was just wondering your thoughts on it (apologies if you have). <a href="https://www.instagram.com/p/CaAVQlVA4vv/?utm_medium=copy_link">https://www.instagram.com/p/CaAVQlVA4vv/?utm_medium=copy_link</a></p>
Answer: <p>I haven&rsquo;t seen this before, so no need for apologies.</p><p>I always saw it as just being Will&rsquo;s shirt. I figured they grabbed some dry clothes for Will from his house before heading back to Mike&rsquo;s. I haven&rsquo;t rewatched season 3 in a while, but is it suggesting that Will is still wearing the same clothes when they got back to Mike&rsquo;s? </p><p>If that&rsquo;s the case, then I see a couple of possibilities. First, yeah, he may be wearing one of Mike&rsquo;s older shirts. Second, Will might have some clothes at Mike&rsquo;s for use when he sleeps over. </p><p>Still, I prefer to go with the simplest explanation, which is that Will got fresh clothes at his house. They were right there, whereas Mike&rsquo;s house is across town. I can see that maybe Will would be too focused on the Mindflayer to care about the clothes, but do we really think Mike &ldquo;Will, are you ok?!&rdquo; Wheeler would let him bike back to his house soaking wet like that?</p>
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Question: <p>i didn&rsquo;t believe swiftlynatalia back before season three came out when she was saying certain things would happen, a lot of people didn&rsquo;t because it didn&rsquo;t make sense to us, then everything she said would happen..did. so you guys should probably prepare yourselves for everything she&rsquo;s saying to be right. i mean being delusional towards it and writing paragraphs about how it doesn&rsquo;t make sense isn&rsquo;t gonna help you when it happens. i&rsquo;m not trying to be mean, but she doesn&rsquo;t have any bias, she doesn&rsquo;t have any reason to be making the stuff up or to be believing fake sources, i&rsquo;ve learned that myself by questioning her leaks before. she loves jancy and has said leaks about them that she doesn&rsquo;t even like but she&rsquo;s accepted is happening, she doesn&rsquo;t have a bias towards mileven nor does she hate byler, she doesn&rsquo;t care about either of them, she&rsquo;s just saying what she knows. not to mention reddit is saying the same stuff as her. </p>
Answer: <p>She has demonstrated huge bias against Bylers, to the point where it’s a little disturbing, even bullying ‘high-profile’ members, so to speak, and doxxing me. I’ve already said before that I haven’t 100% written off what she says, as I don’t want to get my hopes up (irl I vascilate between super confident and super not-confident), but there is a huge incongruity between how s3 left off, and what she says Mike will be like. ‘Being delusional’ in my last response to you, anon, I mostly linked stuff from the game, social media stuff, and a very weird promo decision - stuff that’s extant. I call straight-up bull on her having seen scenes and scripts. And with the movie painting parallels - George and Mary from It’s a Wonderful Life in particular - it makes me wonder if Reddit and her haven’t gotten an incomplete-at-best picture. </p><p>Why, exactly, are you so focused on sending these anons to me? I’m not the only one who’s expressed skepticism. Far from it, in fact. </p><p><br/></p><p>And there’s the simple fact that none of this stuff has been wiped from the web, and that by-and-large such detailed spoilers for shows tend to appear either right before they air or as they’re airing. Again, GOT S8. </p>
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Question: <p>i didn&rsquo;t believe swiftlynatalia back before season three came out when she was saying certain things would happen, a lot of people didn&rsquo;t because it didn&rsquo;t make sense to us, then everything she said would happen..did. so you guys should probably prepare yourselves for everything she&rsquo;s saying to be right. i mean being delusional towards it and writing paragraphs about how it doesn&rsquo;t make sense isn&rsquo;t gonna help you when it happens. i&rsquo;m not trying to be mean, but she doesn&rsquo;t have any bias, she doesn&rsquo;t have any reason to be making the stuff up or to be believing fake sources, i&rsquo;ve learned that myself by questioning her leaks before. she loves jancy and has said leaks about them that she doesn&rsquo;t even like but she&rsquo;s accepted is happening, she doesn&rsquo;t have a bias towards mileven nor does she hate byler, she doesn&rsquo;t care about either of them, she&rsquo;s just saying what she knows. not to mention reddit is saying the same stuff as her. </p>
Answer: <p>She has demonstrated huge bias against Bylers, to the point where it’s a little disturbing, even bullying ‘high-profile’ members, so to speak, and doxxing me. I’ve already said before that I haven’t 100% written off what she says, as I don’t want to get my hopes up (irl I vascilate between super confident and super not-confident), but there is a huge incongruity between how s3 left off, and what she says Mike will be like. ‘Being delusional’ in my last response to you, anon, I mostly linked stuff from the game, social media stuff, and a very weird promo decision - stuff that’s extant. I call straight-up bull on her having seen scenes and scripts. And with the movie painting parallels - George and Mary from It’s a Wonderful Life in particular - it makes me wonder if Reddit and her haven’t gotten an incomplete-at-best picture. </p><p>Why, exactly, are you so focused on sending these anons to me? I’m not the only one who’s expressed skepticism. Far from it, in fact. </p><p><br/></p><p>And there’s the simple fact that none of this stuff has been wiped from the web, and that by-and-large such detailed spoilers for shows tend to appear either right before they air or as they’re airing. Again, GOT S8. </p>
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Question: <p>Unrelated St advice. Ik u are a teacher and you seem wise.</p><p><br></p><p>Do you have any advice on bullying? I&rsquo;m not sure what to do anymore. I tell the teachers and they continue they don&rsquo;t get punished really. Their still their to taunt me and send me messages.</p>
Answer: <p>Bullying remains such a challenge, and I&rsquo;m sorry you&rsquo;re going through it. I feel like these days it&rsquo;s even harder, as cyberbullying can mean a victim can&rsquo;t even have a safe haven after school.</p><p>A big problem with stopping bullying is that a lot of bullies are smart enough to not get caught. There isn&rsquo;t a lot school administration can do without proof. I won&rsquo;t lie. Sometimes we adults at schools know we have nothing solid on a kid we know is bullying. It&rsquo;s frustrating as hell.</p><p>I do want to go over the definition of bullying before I go further, though. What you describe sounds like it could be bullying, but there are still a lot of misconceptions about it. In order to be considered as bullying, three things must be true:</p><ol><li><b>The behavior is targeted.</b> So it&rsquo;s not some a-hole just going after the first person they see when they&rsquo;re mad.</li><li><b>The behavior is repeated over time.</b> It doesn&rsquo;t happen just once or every now and then. </li><li><b>There is a power imbalance that creates a clear bully and a clear victim.</b> This is what separates a rivalry or feud from bullying. A bully will find a target who feels unable to do anything about it.</li></ol><p>The first thing I&rsquo;d recommend is that you do whatever you can to keep yourself safe. It sounds like it&rsquo;s not physical bullying, at least, so maybe you&rsquo;re in no danger of assault, but that doesn&rsquo;t make it ok. If nobody else is going to help you, then you need to help yourself. Talk to your school&rsquo;s counselor, if there is one. He or she would most likely have the most training in helping you. Teachers, especially at the moment, can be so overworked that a bullying report could fall through the cracks if you tell them.</p><p>Next, I&rsquo;d suggest you work on trying to make it possible for the bullies to get caught. If they&rsquo;re sending you messages, is there a way to trace them back to the bullies? Try to casually stick relatively close to adults in the school. Travel as part of a group, if possible, as bullies generally want to isolate their targets. If they&rsquo;re getting caught and things still aren&rsquo;t being done, then there&rsquo;s a major problem at the school. </p><p>Finally, and this will sounds extremely cliché and unhelpful perhaps, is you should try to make it seem like the bullies aren&rsquo;t getting to you. All behavior serves a purpose, and bullying is often done to evoke a desired reaction in a victim (usually to try to enhance one&rsquo;s own social status or self-esteem). If a bully doesn&rsquo;t get the reaction they&rsquo;re looking for, it will begin to seem like a wasted effort. Just be prepared for them to possibly up the intensity in an attempt to get the reaction again.</p><p>In an ideal world, you&rsquo;d be able to rally other people to stand up to the bullies, thus taking away their power. Perceived power is what makes bullying possible. I&rsquo;m not so naïve as to think this is always a possibility like it is in the movies. It can also be a slippery slope to counter-bullying, which isn&rsquo;t really any better. If there are others who are fed up with the same bullies, though, it could still be helpful. One person accusing someone of bullying might not seem actionable by itself without proof, but a group of people doing it? That should be enough for admin to look into it. You might also find some new friends in the process, which itself can do a lot to counter the effects of bullying.</p><p>I do also want to mention that bullies can change, though it usually takes some sort of wakeup call. Like all behavior, bullying is learned. The bullies may be bullied themselves, possibly at home. They may be taught, either explicitly or implicitly, that bullying is the way to get ahead in life. Hell, depending on age and/or mental development, they may not have the appropriate social skills to express themselves properly. It&rsquo;s important for schools to not only assist the victim, but also the bully, otherwise the bully will either find a new victim or just be more careful to not be caught. </p><p>Be aware that no matter what you do, it might initially be met with increased bullying. They&rsquo;ll want to stop you from doing anything about it.</p><p>I&rsquo;m sorry I don&rsquo;t have any magic answers for you. Unfortunately, bullying is a complicated problem, and it has been for a long, long time. A lot of people have accepted it as a &ldquo;fact of life&rdquo; or a &ldquo;rite of passage,&rdquo; and this can make it very hard to effectively prevent or stop. The parents of bullies are also very often in denial that their kid is doing anything wrong. Sometimes because they&rsquo;re the bullies to their own bully of a kid.</p><p>I hope things get better for you. Feel free to drop me a line if you need someone to talk to.</p>
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Question: <p>The picture K.Lambert posted is the cover of the behind the scene companion book published some time ago (after S2 maybe?) so I don&rsquo;t think the details tell us anything about S4.</p>
Answer: <div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="223" data-orig-width="400"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8c99e0b7babfe828e1fcd14146fefa6f/1f82b374c988ffe2-8b/s640x960/8852fefb43ab509d49f276b45de2b7bbf27a6387.gif" data-orig-height="223" data-orig-width="400"/></figure></div><p>You&rsquo;re right, and I probably should have known that picture was familiar. I have that book. I guess I just never noticed the details in it before.</p><p>It&rsquo;s still potentially relevant, albeit less likely to be so, since he decided to post about it now, but we&rsquo;ll see. I still think it&rsquo;s weird that a vine is tangling around Mike&rsquo;s leg since that didn&rsquo;t happen in the show. Maybe there was a reason he drew it in the first place.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi :) sorry if this isn't allowed but I was wondering if you could help me spread my content exchange for stranger things since you seem to have a larger following :) the link to sign up is: https://forms.gle/WzzJnYjsft2ocs2X8</p><p>Thanks so much! </p>
Answer: <p>I missed this before, so hopefully it&rsquo;s still valid. I&rsquo;m not the creative type myself, but I&rsquo;ll gladly share it with my followers (even if 95% of them are probably bots and abandoned accounts).</p>
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Question: <p>Back online after a month or so and... I just read there's new content. Where and what is it? Did I miss anything?</p>
Answer: <p>Some of us thought we might be getting something today, due to Noah making a post about new promo stuff this week, as well as some of the previous teasers dropping on or near the 6th of the month. </p><p>Unfortunately, it&rsquo;s very likely that it was all just coincidental. If we were going to get something new today, it probably would have already come.</p><p>The last bit of new content is still the stuff from Stranger Things Day on Nov 6. Barring the possibility of a Super Bowl ad next Sunday, the next likely window for new content would probably be late March, as that&rsquo;s when the season takes place. But, if they were going to do that, why wouldn&rsquo;t they just wait until then to bring up Spring Break? </p>
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Question: <p>Hii, what do you think of Johnny and Miguel&rsquo;s relationship in cobra Kai? </p><p>Also what do you think will be Miguel&rsquo;s storyline in s5? </p>
Answer: <p>A Cobra Kai Ask? Nice!</p><p>I like Johnny and Miguel&rsquo;s relationship. I think, ultimately, it will prove good for the both of them. </p><p>For Miguel, he gets a (sort of) healthy father figure who genuinely cares about him. This sort of feeds into your second question. I have a feeling that Miguel is going to find a lot of pain on his quest into Mexico. We know that his biological father is unaware of his existence and that he&rsquo;s a &ldquo;bad dude.&rdquo; I can&rsquo;t imagine Miguel will get a warm reception. I know some popular theories are that his dad is a drug lord, or something of that nature. Nobody knows exactly what will happen, but it certainly <i>feels </i>like Miguel will need all his karate knowledge at some point. </p><p>When Johnny comes looking for him (with Robby?), Miguel will finally see that he is more his &ldquo;real&rdquo; dad than the man he went looking for. I think we can fully appreciate his desire to discover this unknown part of his past, but the best thing to likely come from it is a further appreciation for Johnny. The possibility that Johnny will have to go up against a drug cartel is right out of his &ldquo;stuck in the 80s&rdquo; mentality, so let&rsquo;s just enjoy them getting to be an 80s action movie team.</p><p>For Johnny himself, his relationship with Miguel is helping him to become a better person and, I think, a better father to Robby in the near future. Johnny didn&rsquo;t go into this with the intention or expectation of being this kid&rsquo;s dad, and I think this is what makes him such a better father to him than Robby. His whole deal with Robby is that he&rsquo;s so terrified at the prospect of being a dad, due to his own experiences with absent or abusive father figures, that he just checked out entirely. He&rsquo;s actually a caring father when he&rsquo;s not trying to be a father, though. His behavior after Miguel finds out about his mother and Johnny only back this up further. Johnny decides to actually treat him like a son, but overcompensates (likely a result of his failures with Robby), giving Miguel special treatment at the dojo. This ends up frustrating Miguel.</p><p>I believe Miguel when he told Johnny &ldquo;You&rsquo;re doing just fine. I love you.&rdquo; While it&rsquo;s heartbreaking that Johnny was in such a stupor that he apparently thought he was interacting with Robby, this doesn&rsquo;t mean that Johnny&rsquo;s &ldquo;I want to be a father to you. I just suck at it.&rdquo; doesn&rsquo;t hold true for Miguel, also. I think the experience in Mexico will bring them closer together, after quite a lot of drama, of course. With any luck, Robby will make peace with Miguel, as well, rather than Johnny being stuck in a situation where he has to try and be a dad to each of them without the other feeling slighted.</p>
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Question: <p>If El gets her head shaved again, why do you think that happens? I know a reason can be that it might be easier for testing etc but that can mostly be done without the shaving right? Like how Will was? I can&rsquo;t tell if Brenner would do that just to be cruel or what..</p>
Answer: <p>Brenner may still have an easier time working with El if her hair is shaved. Will had to get some brain scans, yes, but with El things were different. Brenner was likely doing more, far more, than just monitoring her brain activity. His more, ahem, &ldquo;experimental&rdquo; devices may require a subject to have little to no hair in order to be effective.</p><p>Alternatively, or, perhaps, additionally, there may be a psychological basis for Brenner having El&rsquo;s head shaved. The worst thing that probably could have happened to Brenner is his living weapon developing a personality and identity. By having very short hair and wearing the most unremarkable of clothing, El was basically a faceless, nameless &ldquo;blank&rdquo; person. The last thing Brenner would want would be for her to develop a sense of self that might run up against what he &ldquo;designed&rdquo; her to do. </p><p>As a result, the first thing Brenner might do when he gets her back under his control is shave her hair and put her in featureless clothing. It&rsquo;d be cruel, yes, but that&rsquo;s not really how he&rsquo;d see it. To him, there&rsquo;d be a purpose. He&rsquo;ll want to squash what little identity she&rsquo;s managed to develop since she left his &ldquo;care.&rdquo; It&rsquo;s a dangerous game he&rsquo;s playing, though, now that she&rsquo;s started to &ldquo;try things on,&rdquo; as Max would say. She knows what the world has to offer, and she knows there&rsquo;s people out there who genuinely care for her. </p><p>As soon as she gets an opportunity, Brenner is toast, and he&rsquo;ll have no one to blame but himself.</p>
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Question: <p>Noah didn't say that a new promo was coming, he said that HE was doing promo stuff, like interviews. It definitely means nothing for us, as the promo interviews are filmed in advance. I just don't want anyone to get their hopes up and wait for something all week (: That being said, the theory that we'll get something on the 6th seems somewhat plausible...</p>
Answer: <p>Unless he added some more information, all he said was &ldquo;S4 promo this week.&rdquo; I&rsquo;d agree that what you&rsquo;re saying is certainly a valid interpretation, though. I&rsquo;ve heard many different theories on what this whole thing means, none of which seem anymore valid than others. The only thing I&rsquo;m probably sure of is that it isn&rsquo;t a press tour, as that would generally come as release is imminent to get word out to as many people as possible.</p><p>I agree that we shouldn&rsquo;t get our hopes up, though. Stranger Things Day was so hyped that many of us were left disappointed, and that&rsquo;s as much our fault for setting expectations unrealistically high as it was Netflix/the Duffers for underdelivering. This is just what happens when fans are starved for content, though. It&rsquo;s just been far too long since season 3.</p>
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Question: <p>yeah i'm not believing giant fraking robot</p><p>first off how would they even know about this when s4 isn't out yet? if they are just theorizing then well not all theories play out.</p>
Answer: <p>Some people are assuming that since this site is reporting it that the original leak on Reddit must be true. It&rsquo;s based on the idea that more people must be leaking it as we get closer to release. This is a logical fallacy. </p><p>They&rsquo;re just stealing things from Reddit like most entertainment &ldquo;journalism&rdquo; sites do these days. Why do actual work when you can just crib things from other people?</p><p>Honestly, I&rsquo;d sooner believe Reddit itself than Giant Freakin Robot. </p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 678007995561590784
Date: 2022-03-06 20:33:31 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/678007995561590784
Slug: maybe-you-can-answer-this-because-you-dont-seem
Reblog key: BUORIqz8
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Maybe you can answer this because you don't seem like someone that would make fun of me for asking: What is this life slug reaction thing and what is it about? It's everywhere but I don't get it. </p>
Answer: <p>I have no idea, really. I&rsquo;m just as stumped as you, but a cursory Google search seems to indicate it&rsquo;s a meme originating from Rise of Skywalker. I guess I didn&rsquo;t notice that when I watched, but, in fairness, it wasn&rsquo;t a great movie.</p><p>Ugh, the fact that I had to Google something like this&hellip;</p><figure data-orig-height="169" data-orig-width="220"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a02f733f623e17f95b04445901723ace/4f8b1d4ec0f643b3-6e/s640x960/707f3abe54c75bcf740df89553dbef7fe8594f6d.gif" data-orig-height="169" data-orig-width="220"/></figure>
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Question: <p>hi im on a byler theory binge rn after rewatching st again and i just discovered your account and i like hearing what you think season 4 will bring. 2 things: what is rebel robin??</p><p> and  do you think byler will be pretty much confirmed by the end of this season and then we see more of them in season 5? i think since the run time will be so much longer that theres a lot more room for them to fully develop their dynamic and they could easily admit their feelings for each other by the last episode but a lot of people think they&rsquo;ll save it for the last season or it&rsquo;ll be a cliff hanger. i think they&rsquo;ll kiss by the last episode bc so far every ship that started to grow in a season kissed by the last episode. season 1: milleven and season 2: lumax and i think in season 3 it wouldve been robin and steve but instead they had her come out. it makes sense for season 4 to be mike realizing his feelings and maybe a cliffhanger on the first volume but in the second volume on the last or second to last episode he kisses him. sorry im rambling now i just really fuckin want this season to be out now !!!! id love to know your thoughts on when they&rsquo;ll kiss</p>
Answer: <p>Ah, sorry, I guess I missed this one.</p><p>Your easy question first. Rebel Robin is a Stranger Things novel released this past summer. It tells the story of Robin&rsquo;s sophomore year in high school where she has a crush on Tammy Thompson. We get to see the events of season 1 occur in the background while we watch Robin go through her gay realization. It&rsquo;s a good, if easy, read, and it can be very affirming to people like me who grew up in an era before widespread LGBT acceptance.</p><p>The longer runtime of season 4 does bring a lot of opportunity for Mike to go through his own realization without it seeming cheap or rushed. I don&rsquo;t think we&rsquo;ll get anything super concrete regarding Mike and Will, but I do think we&rsquo;ll get something more than subtext. Will will almost certainly be confirmed as being gay. Mike is a tougher nut to crack. I feel like they can&rsquo;t confirm everything this season without leaving them with little to do with their individual character arcs in season 5, but we do need to get something more firm.</p><p>I think what season 4 will give us is some resolution on Mike and El. That is also something that shouldn&rsquo;t be rushed. Though I wonder how much time there will be for that if El spends a significant amount of time in custody. Whether he loves her romantically or not, Mike would certainly freak out over her being taken, and this could result in him clinging to her even more when they get her back. Those two have their own feelings to resolve, and they deserve the chance to get that before Mike and Will get together.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t like to think about two teenagers kissing at my age, but it is the classic way to resolve a story like theirs. I expect a lot of tears before, and perhaps during, such a turn of events, though. Both from the characters and the audience.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi I know you mostly post about Stranger things but I was wondering, do you think there is any possibility that Binary Boyfriends might be canon? </p>
Answer: <p>Alas, I do not. It just doesn&rsquo;t seem to mesh with how those guys seem to want to make their show. I think they&rsquo;d make a great couple, and the chemistry is already there, but LGBT representation on that show seems to be simultaneously heavy-handed and token. They make it a point to throw around some keywords and show off that LGBT kids exist in the universe of the show, but they don&rsquo;t get any real development. Even Moon having a girlfriend was only a thing to advance Eli&rsquo;s story and maybe be token representation. The girls break up off screen to reward Eli for coming back to Demetri and Miguel. It&rsquo;s frustrating, but it is what it is.</p><p>It might not bother me so much if this little straight nerd fantasy of getting back at their bullies and getting hot girlfriends wasn&rsquo;t so poorly done. Moon and Yasmine have almost no development outside of being Eli and Demetri&rsquo;s girlfriends. Neither couple seems to really share any interests or interact in any meaningful way. They show up, kiss their boyfriends, then vanish. Even Moon&rsquo;s pep talk to Eli at the tournament was just her repeating things Demetri already told him. It&rsquo;s like they were starting to write Demetri loving Eli being what restores Eli&rsquo;s confidence, but then someone put the brakes on it. </p><p>I suppose I could be surprised, but I&rsquo;m not going to count on it. It&rsquo;s a shame, though. Unless one of the actors is uncomfortable with it for some reason, I don&rsquo;t see why to not do it beyond being unable to truly value same-sex relationships.</p>
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Question: <p>Honestly, if this season is the size of two seasons, I can see there being a shitload of build up for Mike and Will. 800 minutes (while not completely dedicated to just Mike and Will ofc) is a lot of time to build romantic tension, and I&rsquo;m assuming that it&rsquo;ll lead up to something by the finale. Personally, (speaking for my fantasy rn) I&rsquo;d love something like in The Last of Us 2 gameplay trailer where they show the main couple dancing to music and having a very sweet moment and they just kiss naturally. It&rsquo;d be a cute reference to the Season 2 Snowball as well. However, more realistically, I can see that finale moment happening in the final season like a slowburn, rather than this fourth season. Something I can see happening this season is Will confessing to Mike so that there will be some conflict driving Mike&rsquo;s character so he can face his troubles with sexuality.</p>
Answer: <p>Definitely. I think that having two seasons in one will be amazing in terms of set up for Byler coming together. And Noah did say that we will get a lot of Byler content in S4. I don’t think he was lying. I know people see him as a troll, but his statement checks out with the fact that S4 mirrors S2 in aspects and the fact that logically they have a ways to go before they can be together. M**even also needs to be wrapped up properly. I love your fantasy. If nothing else it would be a great fanfic, because I agree that realistically Byler would officially happen in S5. Never thought of Will confessing to Mike. Generally it’s always seen as Mike confessing (and a lot of people see Mike’s monologue as a confession myself included). I would love it if we saw a Will confession in S4 before we later see Mike confessing when he’s finally ready. </p>
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Question: <p>Hi, I just stumbled into an old post of yours, right after S3. I guess you obviously don't feel that way anymore, can I ask what made you change your mind about this? (because not to be pessimistic but what you said in that post is still how I feel about Byler most of the time... and then I'll have a day where I'm like "wait maybe this could  happen?")</p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/186326965633/mike-and-will-a-sobering-reality">https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/186326965633/mike-and-will-a-sobering-reality</a></p>
Answer: <p>It was a very gradual change, to be honest. I wrote this post relatively soon after season 3, so some feelings were pretty fresh. I needed some time to get over frustrations with some of the characterizations. Eventually, with the community&rsquo;s help, I was able to start seeing past the surface of season 3. It never really sat well with me just how off everything seemed, then I started to realize that maybe that was the point. A lot of the characters were acting differently than they used to. </p><p>Ultimately, I came to see the sheer burden of evidence. Yeah, Mike became obsessed with El after she came back, but their relationship was terrible and Mike didn&rsquo;t seem to reciprocate anything with El in the finale. Yeah, Mike neglected Will and they fought, but Mike also chased Will down to apologize and had a much more meaningful goodbye with Will.</p><p>My personal feelings got in the way of my initial reactions. I needed some time and outside help to look at things in a more objective and rational manner. That&rsquo;s how it can be with emotional topics. </p><p>I&rsquo;m also just very cynical when it comes to LGBT representation in popular media. I&rsquo;m an oldie, born in the early 80s. I saw a lot of really bad examples of what gay people were or who they could be. A lot of jokes, many of them extremely demeaning, and very few happy endings. Fortunately, I&rsquo;m able to remind myself that the Duffers love subverting tropes.</p>
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Question: <p>I don't know if she's confirmed for coming back so mind me if I look dumb but. For a more light hearted question/theory: do you think suzie and dustin broke up LMAO</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, probably? They live very far apart, and they don&rsquo;t even have a close pre-existing relationship. I imagine they end it on good terms, both deciding that it just wouldn&rsquo;t work. Or maybe her parents found out about it, as Dustin did mention that would be a problem.</p>
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Question: <p>i think it's dumb for all this drama to happen over fictional ships why can't it be we ship byler and others ship mileven? like an agree to disagree situation? </p>
Answer: <p>Sigh, all I know is that I deal with childish BS at work all day. The last thing I need is so-called grown adults acting this way on social media. Some of the stuff I&rsquo;ve seen from a certain Twitter user can easily be considered cyber bullying. We can all go a little crazy with the anonymity of the internet, but this one individual just seems to want to keep pushing the envelope for no real reason. I&rsquo;m not going to name names, because I don&rsquo;t work like that, but something tells me I don&rsquo;t have to.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi! I wanted to ask if it&rsquo;s possible for Mike (in the Welcome to California trailer) to be reading either a brochure of some kind (maybe for the bus like the schedule?) or a script for a play (for this one I&rsquo;m not entirely sure since the pages seem smaller/have less pages than an average script so idk) </p><p>Love your account and your theories/thoughts btw!</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you!</p><p>What Mike is reading really is up in the air. We honestly have no clues to go on except El&rsquo;s voiceover. However, her letter is far too short to fill up multiple pieces of paper. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="603" data-orig-width="1200"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e58a19060afa20de49c1b9713a3b8097/9ae9d45e0e190ece-b2/s640x960/e02902c1d1dd190498be4d9ee49fc98b80d2604d.png" data-orig-height="603" data-orig-width="1200"/></figure></div><p>It doesn&rsquo;t really have the look of a pamphlet. Not a good one, anyway. They would usually have some color to them, and would save space by being double-sided. A bus schedule would also usually be small, allowing it to be easily carried by travelers in a bag or briefcase. He&rsquo;s almost certainly travelling by plane, though. A trip from Indiana to California would take at least three days over land (assuming one drives about 12 hours a day). </p><p>A script is possible. There&rsquo;s multiple sheets, and it doesn&rsquo;t have to be a script for an entire play, especially if Mike planned to take part in that Night of Monologues thing. </p><p>I never really thought of the size of the paper before. Now that you mention it, it does seem a bit small. Maybe it&rsquo;s the weird angle of the shot?</p><p>What I&rsquo;d love is a better look at this shot. I fear we just don&rsquo;t get a good enough look at what he&rsquo;s holding to make any sort of accurate guess. If it&rsquo;s a letter, then it&rsquo;s a probably a stack of them. Right now, though, my guess is that it&rsquo;s either something for school or something for D&amp;D (i.e. character sheets).</p>
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Question: <p>"Getting the band back together. Bring a jacket." Looks to me like Joyce maybe didn't bring a jacket to Russia? It's hard to tell with the lighting, but it looks like she's wearing a robe or some little old Russian lady's housecoat. So I'm guessing that whatever happens with Joyce, it's not a planned trip. I'm thinking either abducted by bad guys, or pulled into the Upside Down? Maybe?</p>
Answer: <div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1418" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c3d79f606ac408729363fd955c290048/20b8ff36974f74c9-72/s640x960/68a0737ce7344f47ff9fbd4fc97fb53585793bc5.jpg" data-orig-height="1418" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><p>It does look rather robe-ish, but there&rsquo;s no way a basic women&rsquo;s robe would suffice in the temperatures she&rsquo;s going to deal with. It resembles a heavy-duty winter coat used by the Soviets. </p><p>It&rsquo;s probably something similar to this:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1059" data-orig-width="794"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d5259d52ca84202160287faaade5f8c7/20b8ff36974f74c9-7b/s640x960/7bf17f09dfe03e5443e92168a547b373ffd8504d.jpg" data-orig-height="1059" data-orig-width="794"/></figure></div><p><a href="https://www.etsy.com/listing/1158136450/3791-military-black-soviet-coat?gpla=1&amp;gao=1&amp;&amp;utm_source=google&amp;utm_medium=cpc&amp;utm_campaign=shopping_us_a-clothing-mens_clothing-jackets_and_coats&amp;utm_custom1=_k_CjwKCAiAsNKQBhAPEiwAB-I5zfcb5h0qcWsypi0EcHgNYpPeZWYOLFiTl1BVQjEdNWrcINiOG5WWOhoCfdsQAvD_BwE_k_&amp;utm_content=go_12573073831_126376674184_507796397247_pla-299736278082_c__1158136450_471040698&amp;utm_custom2=12573073831&amp;gclid=CjwKCAiAsNKQBhAPEiwAB-I5zfcb5h0qcWsypi0EcHgNYpPeZWYOLFiTl1BVQjEdNWrcINiOG5WWOhoCfdsQAvD_BwE">Source</a></p><p>All signs currently point to Joyce and Murray getting into Kamchatka via a smuggler based out of Alaska. He likely provides them with warm enough clothing. Joyce is unlikely to have a thick, warm coat, especially now that she lives in southern California.</p>
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Question: <p>Excuse me if you've answered a question like this before, but is there any shot in any of the given 4 teasers that you think is misleading or not as important as it seems? I recently got flashbacks to the superbowl teaser (I think) for season 2, specifically of that shot of Dustin looking weary at something we don't see while the others aren't looking at school. I remember being worried until it was revealed that he was just embarrassed about all of them being the only ones in costume!</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, I have little doubt that there will be things in the teasers we don’t end up getting. Never Trust A Trailer (aka, Trailers Always Lie) is a trope for a reason. Sometimes it’s intentionally misleading, but other times it’s because cut content makes its way into trailers.</p><p>Reaction shots are huge for this sort of thing, especially when shown opposite a shot that isn’t actually connected in any way. </p><p>I suspect that El narrating her letter may not actually be in the show. It sounds like something meant specifically for the teaser.</p><p>Lucas apparently reacting to Dustin’s Sherlock Holmes quote (and Max’s subsequent glare) might have nothing to do with Dustin.</p><p>Argyle driving off after El and Will get in the van might be from later, unless he’s just a very reckless driver. He takes that turn very quick, as if he was in a hurry.</p><p>That’s the problem with getting bits and pieces without any context. We can only assume they fit together in the way the teaser presents them, even if that isn’t the case.</p>
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Question: <p>Excuse me if you've answered a question like this before, but is there any shot in any of the given 4 teasers that you think is misleading or not as important as it seems? I recently got flashbacks to the superbowl teaser (I think) for season 2, specifically of that shot of Dustin looking weary at something we don't see while the others aren't looking at school. I remember being worried until it was revealed that he was just embarrassed about all of them being the only ones in costume!</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, I have little doubt that there will be things in the teasers we don&rsquo;t end up getting. Never Trust A Trailer (aka, Trailers Always Lie) is a trope for a reason. Sometimes it&rsquo;s intentionally misleading, but other times it&rsquo;s because cut content makes its way into trailers.</p><p>Reaction shots are huge for this sort of thing, especially when shown opposite a shot that isn&rsquo;t actually connected in any way. </p><p>I suspect that El narrating her letter may not actually be in the show. It sounds like something meant specifically for the teaser.</p><p>Lucas apparently reacting to Dustin&rsquo;s Sherlock Holmes quote (and Max&rsquo;s subsequent glare) might have nothing to do with Dustin.</p><p>Argyle driving off after El and Will get in the van might be from later, unless he&rsquo;s just a very reckless driver. He takes that turn very quick, as if he was in a hurry.</p><p>That&rsquo;s the problem with getting bits and pieces without any context. We can only assume they fit together in the way the teaser presents them, even if that isn&rsquo;t the case.</p>
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Question: <p>How exactly do you think Mike is going to come to terms with the fact that he is, in fact, not heterosexual? How do you think the scene(s) will play out?</p><p>Congrats on 1500! </p>
Answer: <p>Hey, thanks!</p><p>I think it will be a gradual buildup. I think the best thing for them to do would be for him to have some key conversations at home before he leaves for California. The seed needs to be planted that it would be ok for him to be gay, and, indeed, a good thing for him to pursue his heart. I&rsquo;m thinking this is where Karen/Ted and Robin would come into play. </p><p>First, Mike could have a conversation with one of his parents, similar to the one Karen had with Nancy last season. Mike needs to get that open admission from his parents that they went down the &ldquo;safe&rdquo; route, only to end up miserable. He needs to be encouraged to follow his heart. </p><p>Robin would also be critical in that she&rsquo;d be the only gay person he knows (well, not really, but Mike probably doesn&rsquo;t know about Will yet). Mike most likely believes that Robin and Steve are dating. This could set up a conversation where the truth gets out. I don&rsquo;t see Robin willingly giving up this information unless she has a reason to think Mike would be ok with it. Either she figures out what&rsquo;s going on with him or someone else lets the cat out of the bag. I could potentially see Steve accidentally letting it slip. &ldquo;What? No, Robin&rsquo;s into girls.&rdquo; &ldquo;STEVE!&rdquo; &ldquo;What?&rdquo;</p><p>Oh, Steve&hellip;</p><p>Mike seeing that he knows a gay person, and that said gay person is just as &ldquo;normal&rdquo; as anyone else, would be huge for him. Combine that with a parent conversation, and he&rsquo;d start to see that it&rsquo;d be ok for him. </p><p>The next step would be him reuniting with Will and suddenly experiencing all of his feelings for Will in a totally new way. As with Robin in <i>Rebel Robin</i>, Mike would have just assumed all of his feelings were platonic. It might take someone else, someone with an outside context perspective (coughArgylecough), commenting on what should be obvious for Mike to finally see it.</p><p>That&rsquo;s how I see it, anyway. I&rsquo;m not a professional writer, so we&rsquo;ll see what they decide on. I do think those are both important components for Mike given the psychology of his upbringing, though.</p>
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Question: <p>Excuse me if you've answered a question like this before, but is there any shot in any of the given 4 teasers that you think is misleading or not as important as it seems? I recently got flashbacks to the superbowl teaser (I think) for season 2, specifically of that shot of Dustin looking weary at something we don't see while the others aren't looking at school. I remember being worried until it was revealed that he was just embarrassed about all of them being the only ones in costume!</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, I have little doubt that there will be things in the teasers we don&rsquo;t end up getting. Never Trust A Trailer (aka, Trailers Always Lie) is a trope for a reason. Sometimes it&rsquo;s intentionally misleading, but other times it&rsquo;s because cut content makes its way into trailers.</p><p>Reaction shots are huge for this sort of thing, especially when shown opposite a shot that isn&rsquo;t actually connected in any way. </p><p>I suspect that El narrating her letter may not actually be in the show. It sounds like something meant specifically for the teaser.</p><p>Lucas apparently reacting to Dustin&rsquo;s Sherlock Holmes quote (and Max&rsquo;s subsequent glare) might have nothing to do with Dustin.</p><p>Argyle driving off after El and Will get in the van might be from later, unless he&rsquo;s just a very reckless driver. He takes that turn very quick, as if he was in a hurry.</p><p>That&rsquo;s the problem with getting bits and pieces without any context. We can only assume they fit together in the way the teaser presents them, even if that isn&rsquo;t the case.</p>
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Question: <p>Hey, a while ago I read the season 2 scripts, but now they aren't in the 8flix site anymore, do you know what happened to them?</p>
Answer: <p>They&rsquo;re still there, as far as I can tell. There&rsquo;s a full teleplay for episode 9, but the rest are just transcripts. If there used to be more, then I don&rsquo;t know.</p>
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Question: <p>we all went nuts seeing byler in the poster how are we gonna react when the trailer comes out if there's byler in it? &#128514;</p>
Answer: <p>I dunno about you guys, but I&rsquo;ll probably react like Mark Messier when he won the Stanley Cup.</p><figure data-orig-height="180" data-orig-width="240"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0b4f8b5c8e55dfa03348fbc18b42a3b8/785904676eaa6bb2-e5/s640x960/ea2b9c923e897e166d44cac144e9c106fe5e64b5.gif" data-orig-height="180" data-orig-width="240"/></figure>
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Question: <p>Hello! I keep seeing people talking about how the Duffers love to subvert expectations... Can you list the times where they did that? Because other than Steve's character growth and Robin's coming out (which wasn't even their idea), I can't think of any...</p>
Answer: <p>hello anon! </p><p>Steve and Robin are huge examples of this! And Robin&rsquo;s is also the most recent since it was season 3, so it shows they still want to move in this direction and continue subverting audience&rsquo;s expectations ;) </p><p>I&rsquo;ll try my best to list them all, so anyone else feel free to add on since  I will definitely miss some LOL</p><p>- Steve going from mega superficial douche to genuinely good person</p><p>- straight-baited with Robin &amp; Steve, then bam: &ldquo;but Tammy Thompson&rsquo;s a girl&rdquo; </p><p>- Season 3 being marketed as &ldquo;the summer of love&rdquo; by Netflix, and the cast in interviews, it was literally everywhere - but then the season comes out and we see every couple breaking up and fighting the whole time (Jopper bickering, Mileven breaking up and broken trust, Lumax always bickering and breaking up, Jancy fighting) </p><p>- Season 2 showed NO byler in promos and teasers, and we had no evidence Mike &amp; Will would have so much screen time together that season, but then the season comes out, and it&rsquo;s JUST Mike and Will together for pretty much the whole season, and Eleven and Mike spend a total of a few minutes together on screen. (Everyone expected Mileven, but we got byler instead)</p><p>- Mike &amp; Eleven&rsquo;s entire romantic relationship being subtext with clues Mike is gay</p><p>I am having a brain freeze and I can&rsquo;t remember any more right now for some reason, I&rsquo;m sorry :/</p><p>thanks for the ask! I hope you&rsquo;re well! xx</p>
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Question: <p>The rumor is that Joyce leaves/Mike arrives in Cali at ep. 3. It could mean that whoever is after El just waited for Joyce to leave to arrest her (or to protect her?), which also means El and Mike will be separated very soon (I&rsquo;m not speculating on Mileven or Byler, it&rsquo;s just an observation).</p>
Answer: <p>I agree, and I&rsquo;ve speculated on this before myself.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t want to speculate on what happens in what episode, but, based on what we&rsquo;ve seen, it doesn&rsquo;t appear that Mike and El get to spend any significant time together. Otherwise, I feel that there would have been at least one shot of them in a scene together early on. I figure that Mike might get there the same day El gets take into custody. Maybe they do get to see each other, but only briefly before everything goes down. Like she gets &ldquo;arrested&rdquo; after they return from picking Mike up from the airport or something.</p><p>I think the idea that people are just waiting for the right time to grab El, and doing it when Joyce leaves, fits nicely. Anyone familiar with the situation would know it&rsquo;s best not to do anything with Joyce around. She&rsquo;ll hound you until she finds you. It&rsquo;s enough to make me wonder if they&rsquo;re somehow involved in her finding out about Hopper and/or leaving to find him.</p><p>You shouldn&rsquo;t have to add that disclaimer about ships, by the way. Observations are observations, and people shouldn&rsquo;t feel they have to proactively defend themselves like that.</p>
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Question: <p>hi, sorry if this has been asked before, but do you think dustin and steve's interaction from s3 - the "if you die, i die" one - could be foreshadowing for one of or both their deaths? And if so, how do you think it might happen? I've seen a few people theorising that Steve might die this season and I myself consider him, Dustin and Murray the most possible characters to be killed off in s4 (even though it'll be really sad :')) and for Steve and Dustin's case it really seems to me that it might be self sacrificial or an avoidable one while they try to protect others (or each other)</p><p>sorry for any mistakes, english is not my first language. hope you're having a great day!</p>
Answer: <p>Hey! Your English is fine, no worries. Thanks for your Ask.</p><p>I feel like people have been expecting Steve to die every season. I&rsquo;m sure the writers are aware of this, and they could easily take advantage of it if they wanted to.</p><p>That said, I myself have placed Dustin relatively high on my list of potential season 4 deaths. It&rsquo;s certainly possible that Steve would go down with him because, as you&rsquo;ve said, he&rsquo;d likely do anything to protect Dustin. This doesn&rsquo;t mean it&rsquo;ll happen, but I wouldn&rsquo;t be at all shocked if they teased it. They already sort of did by showing him underwater in the teaser. How can people see that and not worry that he&rsquo;ll be in danger of drowning?</p><p>The reason I worry for Dustin is his curiosity, which tends to lead to danger as often as it leads to answers. &ldquo;Science is neat, but I&rsquo;m afraid it&rsquo;s not very forgiving&rdquo; works in opposition to Dustin&rsquo;s personal philosophy. Dustin likes to figure things out for the sake of figuring them out. He hates not knowing something. It feels like it&rsquo;s only a matter of time before he opens a curiosity door that he wishes he hadn&rsquo;t.</p><p>At the same time, I desperately hope I&rsquo;m wrong. Aside from Dustin being a genuinely good person who doesn&rsquo;t deserve it, there&rsquo;s someone else we should be thinking about. Claudia Henderson. Dustin is literally all she has, aside from Tews. The thought of that poor woman being left all alone, possibly never even knowing what happened to her Dusty&hellip;</p><p>It&rsquo;s heartbreaking.</p><p>And if Dustin died, but Steve didn&rsquo;t&hellip;</p><p>Well, Steve would probably end up wishing he did. </p><p>Dustin&rsquo;s death would be heavily tragic, in my opinion, no matter what else happened.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t think shows need to kill off main characters to be considered good television, but it&rsquo;s certainly a possibility as the stakes get higher. Murray&hellip;sorry, man, but you&rsquo;re probably the most likely.</p>
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Question: <p>Isn&rsquo;t Shawn Levy directing ep.3&amp;4? But the pic he just posted with Millie for her birthday, she&rsquo;s wearing the same outfit she has when she&rsquo;s arrested and then outside the lab with the explosion. I thought it would happen later in the season.</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t pay too much attention to who is doing what episode, so you probably know that better than I do. That said, I actually expect her to be &ldquo;arrested&rdquo; fairly early. She needs to have enough time to have her own storyline with Brenner before her storyline merges with the others.</p><p>The posters suggest to us that there&rsquo;s 4 distinct storylines, and El&rsquo;s involves the Lab. If this didn&rsquo;t happen until over halfway through the season, then I&rsquo;d be very confused.</p><p>This does bring up an interesting question I haven&rsquo;t seen anyone ask yet, though.</p><p>When does Part 1 end? It would need to end on something of a cliffhanger, no? Would El being &ldquo;reunited&rdquo; with Brenner, say at the end of episode 4, be a good place to say &ldquo;See you in July!&rdquo;?</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;m starting to think El getting taken to the middle of the desert in that van is a inside job because there is no way they&rsquo;re taking her to juvie over a girl fight but idk what the cars on the side of the van are doing. </p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, I&rsquo;ve thought about that. Still, I think there&rsquo;s more than one faction at work here. Those shady looking cars show up around the police transport van, and it doesn&rsquo;t look like they&rsquo;re just escorting.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="481" data-orig-width="963"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6ece925675223c1694f39f7589658af6/c7ef17ca0d89c65b-10/s640x960/2d60733a51c873d46174dde826f43916201e2e16.jpg" data-orig-height="481" data-orig-width="963"/></figure></div><p>They&rsquo;re driving very aggressively, as if intercepting the police van. They&rsquo;re likely there to take El into <i>their </i>custody, instead. This is possibly where we see that mysterious woman exit the car.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a0740cd85c48b21c72a109917e509804/c7ef17ca0d89c65b-83/s640x960/19102c13495874e30fd19699c729205c2d9b021d.png" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></div><p>So, I do think that the people in the police van did take El into custody first. Whether they are actually police or not remains to be seen. But we&rsquo;ve likely seen those cars somewhere else.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3d8a761c371fcf5a4a8307baf459eb32/c7ef17ca0d89c65b-30/s640x960/4f36ec9545459ab0fd4a40d568a48b7d90f2f15f.png" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></div><p>Pretty sure those are the same guys who are with El here.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="904" data-orig-width="1894"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/699f8e358544851d7762783dc8387bad/c7ef17ca0d89c65b-66/s640x960/3f8294080c6f1fca3ffef0af541063e410cc5142.png" data-orig-height="904" data-orig-width="1894"/></figure></div><p>This would make them appear to be &ldquo;bad men,&rdquo; but I&rsquo;m not so sure it&rsquo;s that simple. They are similarly dressed to another guy we saw in the teaser.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a0f230f8883cbe2abae85085cd9921e2/c7ef17ca0d89c65b-e5/s640x960/8708df99c97d66ddb81f5d22b12b1303877b7eac.png" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></div><p>Put a jacket on that guy, and he&rsquo;d seem very similar to the others. Maybe he&rsquo;s not, but, I&rsquo;m leaning towards him being so. </p><p>My <i>current </i>theory (said as such because it changes often):</p><ul><li>El is taken into police custody, possibly protective custody as a result of Owens&rsquo; influence. There&rsquo;s probably more going on than just a girl fight (like her powers manifesting and Owens&rsquo; &ldquo;police&rdquo; needing to get her out of there).</li><li>Brenner&rsquo;s agents intercept the van and take her from the police.</li><li>Brenner also sent an agent to the Byers home, either to get Will or to prevent the Byers from interfering.</li><li>El is taken to the desert base.</li><li>A military detachment, sent by Sullivan, attacks both the base and the Byers home.</li><li>A fight ensues between Brenner and Sullivan&rsquo;s men, with our heroes stuck in the middle.</li><li>?????</li><li>The Pizza Party takes off on a road trip, eventually meeting up with El while she&rsquo;s on her own adventure.</li></ul><p>Am I right? Maybe about 40-50%, I&rsquo;d guess. Broad strokes are easier to determine than details, after all. This is what I&rsquo;m currently thinking, though.</p>
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Question: <p>I don't want to be that person but I'm down with this season because I feel like it's all going to be about these new characters/monsters we've never seen, the lab poster indicating it all started there with the massacre thing honestly looks pretty boring to me</p>
Answer: <p>Your feelings are your own, and nobody can tell you not to feel them.</p><p>That said, I feel a lot better about the number of new characters now that I know we&rsquo;re getting roughly double the runtime of previous seasons. There just may be time to make it work after all.</p><p>As far as the poster thing goes, well, they all have that tagline on it. I think it&rsquo;s just getting at the fact that we&rsquo;ll finally learn how this whole supernatural mess started. We just have four posters because we&rsquo;ll have four distinct storylines (that most likely converge eventually).</p><p>What I do get lost on is the idea that it all started a long time ago involving characters we&rsquo;ve never met to this point. I&rsquo;m not a fan of the &ldquo;oh, there was an even bigger threat all along&rdquo; plot twist. That&rsquo;s why I&rsquo;m not a fan of the Vecna business, so I hope it doesn&rsquo;t essentially undo everything we&rsquo;ve learned up to now.</p>
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Question: <p>The writers tried to channel all Billy's moments of humanity through Karen, and I think that was a mistake. The better scenario would have been a scene pre-MF possession where we see that Billy is actually trapped and unhappy in his role as bully, and wants to escape it, he just doesn't know how. If Max saw this glimmer of potential for change in him too, it would hurt all the more when the Mind Flayer forces Billy to be the villain of the season. But we never got that. It's a shame.</p>
Answer: <blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>I agree about Billy&rsquo;s redemption. It would have made more sense if Max had had more of an active role in it, and if Billy had been given even one moment of human connection with her. Or a moment where we (the audience) see that he wants to protect her / finds her funny / is otherwise fond of her even though it doesn&rsquo;t seem that way. Just something other than the exclusively bullying and indifferent behavior we were shown.  </p></blockquote><p>I agree with both of these Asks.</p><p>We do see him actively trying to resist the compulsion to attack Karen, which was apparently meant for us to see him as tormented, rather than a monster himself. It was a nice insight into what he was going through, but they didn&rsquo;t really follow up with it. At least, they didn&rsquo;t do enough, in my opinion.</p><p>We did get to see him beg Max to be released from the sauna, but that came across more as fear than remorse. It was unsettling, and I feel like that was the point. His tough guy mask was crumbling, and we got to see the abused little boy in a man&rsquo;s body he really was. They just didn&rsquo;t go far enough to show us his remorse, and it left many fans wondering if he really had any.</p><p>Honestly, all they needed to do was show him hesitating when it came to Max. They could have planted that seed that Billy did care about her. He resisted hurting Karen, but not Max. He gave her a shot to the face without even breaking his stride. I get that maybe the Mindflayer was powerful with the compulsions at the time, but c'mon. </p><p>I&rsquo;ll just leave it by saying that him coming around to fight back against the Mindflayer should have been a moment between him and Max, not him and El. They could have finally shown him trying to protect Max, not because Neil forced him to, but because he wanted to (especially when you consider that the Mindflayer could represent someone&rsquo;s abuser, in this case Neil). Maybe we&rsquo;ll see some moments via flashbacks in season 4, but I fear the damage has been done.</p>
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Question: <p>Hello ! This is such a stupid question but I am in my &bdquo;doubting Byler is endgame&ldquo; mood right now so from 1-100% how sure are you that they are endgame?&#128514;</p><p>I hope you have a great day </p>
Answer: <p>There are no stupid questions, not if asked honestly.</p><p>My feelings on this fluctuate with my mood, so you&rsquo;re not alone. I&rsquo;m quite the cynic when it comes to popular media and LGBT representation. It usually flows between 70-95%, though.</p><p>After that poster came out, I&rsquo;d say it&rsquo;s peaking at 95%. After everything else, and after everything that indicates the cast and staff are aware of how fans are interpreting Mike and Will, it would be downright foolish to have them looking at each other like that in the poster if they didn&rsquo;t intend to follow through.</p>
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Question: <p>While I do think Lonnie will be returning in some way, I just don&rsquo;t think it&rsquo;s probable that he either came all the way to California, or that he coincidentally moved there to the same neighborhood as the Byers. I believe the car is just a random car. I do hope for some closure with Lonnie, Will and Jonathan though. </p>
Answer: <p>Lonnie&rsquo;s actor, or someone who looks like him, was spotted at the table read 25 years ago&hellip;or 2 years ago, whatever. It feels like 25. </p><p>Anyway, there&rsquo;s good reason to assume he&rsquo;ll be there in some fashion, whether through flashbacks or in &ldquo;current&rdquo; day. I agree that him coming all the way to California isn&rsquo;t likely. It would take days to drive there from Indiana. He&rsquo;d only do it if he felt like he could get something out of it. Perhaps there&rsquo;s a bounty on El and/or Will from Col. Sullivan or the Lab that he wants to claim?</p>
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Question: <p>I thought the other car in the back on the poster is Joyce&rsquo;s Pinto?</p>
Answer: <p>Maybe, that one is even harder to see. It has roughly the right body shape, but, again, details are very hard to make out for objects in the background.</p>
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Question: <p>I saw your post about Lonnie&rsquo;s car and it&rsquo;s true the shape may not be exactly the same, but it&rsquo;s just a small drawing, of something in the background, and they still look very similar to me, I don&rsquo;t think any detail from the posters is accidental. What I mean is that this car must have some relevance and it&rsquo;s interesting we already saw one like that before.</p>
Answer: <p>You&rsquo;re right, it is very hard to see it. There is a similarity, but it&rsquo;s also the general body shape of cars of that era. </p><p>I agree that the details in the posters could be significant, even down to what type of car may be drawn. It doesn&rsquo;t mean that it&rsquo;s Lonnie&rsquo;s, but it also doesn&rsquo;t mean it&rsquo;s not.</p><p>I&rsquo;d also point out that there appear to be cars in other driveways in the background. While anything could be something, that doesn&rsquo;t mean that everything has to be. By all means, have fun analyzing stuff. I just caution people against rushing to judgement on things. We&rsquo;ve all been wrong about things in the past, and we certainly will be in the future. </p>
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Question: <p>Hi hi, and congratulations on 1500!! ^_^ Thanks for your insights and thoughtfulness in your posts. Here's a question: what direction of character development in ST do you think would surprise you the most (without being totally ridiculous)? That's super-open-ended but like, we imagine sometimes how some people will react if Byler does become canon, and I'm trying to think what would similarly surprise me and I'm coming up blank. Any thoughts? In any case, thanks and congrats again.</p>
Answer: <p>Thanks! I hope I bring something of a unique perspective to things, seeing as how I&rsquo;m an old man and all.</p><p>Something involving character development that would surprise me, but not be totally ridiculous? That&rsquo;s quite a balancing act. </p><p>You are right that Mike and Will being a thing would surprise most people, so, let&rsquo;s see, what would elicit a similar reaction in me?</p><p>I suppose it would be a redemption arc for Brenner. There&rsquo;s a place for a redemption story, as anyone is capable of evil, and regretting that evil, but that doesn&rsquo;t mean it needs to be done. I felt they were too soft on Billy in season 3. Yeah, he had a <i>horribly </i>abusive life with his father, which he <i>didn&rsquo;t </i>deserve, but they almost went out of their way to use that to excuse how he treated others. I get that it&rsquo;s a delicate balancing act, since he was both abused and abuser, but I fear they swung the pendulum too far, too fast to the other side by having him die a hero. Maybe I&rsquo;d feel differently had Max been given a more direct role in his redemption since she was one of his primary victims.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t want to see them do something like that with Brenner. Even if he does come to see the error of his ways, it should be clear that he is by no means redeemed. He&rsquo;s caused a great amount of harm, and, regardless of the reason, it is unforgiveable. Now, I don&rsquo;t want to see El kill him, as I feel that would interfere with her ability to become more than a weapon, but that doesn&rsquo;t mean he should be able to walk away from this. </p><p>So, I guess any situation where Brenner has an epiphany where he suddenly tries to help our heroes would be what would shock me, character-development wise. One could make the case for Billy, but Brenner should be well beyond that. Even if he should do something to help, it should be made clear that it does nothing to redeem him. He should be extremely sorry for what he&rsquo;s done to El and the other kids, but that doesn&rsquo;t mean he deserves their forgiveness.</p><p>Fortunately, I don&rsquo;t expect this to happen in the slightest. If anything, I think Brenner&rsquo;s extreme arrogance will be his undoing. He&rsquo;d be so sure he has the situation under control, only finding out he doesn&rsquo;t when it&rsquo;s far too late. Rest in the peace you never let those in your &ldquo;care&rdquo; have, doctor.</p><p>Now, I&rsquo;ll prepare for the hate I&rsquo;ll get for saying something critical of Billy.</p>
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Question: <p>i went to see swiftlynatalia's blog and at first i didn't think she seemed like that much of a bitch, but then i found a bunch of posts accusing kaypeace of saying will gets aids??? plus making fun of the byler fandom and making multiple jokes about will being selfish and hurting others for his own benefit. i'm really sorry so many people keep sending anons about how she's right and etc. I personally don't believe it at all because of how strict the rules are for the set and etc so there are no leaks. even if there were leaks she still acts like she knows everything, which just isn't realistic. anyway, i'm really sorry about how people keep bugging you :/</p>
Answer: <p>Tw: suicide mention</p><p>Thank you! She’s the mother of all trolls I stg. She has it in for Kay and it smacks of insecurities! Idk why I get the anons, but they should stop now that I’ve turned off anon messaging for the time being. And she said people who don’t ship Jancy should kill themselves. Here’s a reply to that: </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="766" data-orig-width="972"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/70afad24cdcfd08e8f16ba798b608c38/9257c40d9b01cd0a-93/s640x960/f10ac3c1fee519380aaca8dd2c7fbfb5360a0aed.png" data-orig-height="766" data-orig-width="972"/></figure></div><p>Anyone with a drop of decency doesn’t act like that. That person could be suicidal</p><p>Seriously, thank you for the lovely ask! </p><p>(Also, I ship Stoncy - Steve x Jonathan x Nancy - so I wonder what she thinks of me for that) </p>
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Question: <p>Hey! Congrats on 1500 followers (you deserve it)! So, I kinda have a question that I&rsquo;ve been thinking about recently: what do you think about Vickie and her role in/influence on season 4? Do you think she&rsquo;ll just be a love-interest/side-character? I haven&rsquo;t seen anything about her really and this makes me think about the importance of her character. </p>
Answer: <p>Thank you!</p><p>I honestly have no idea. We know literally nothing about her other than what her character introduction said. She&rsquo;s listed as a Recurring Character, rather than a Main Character, as far as I can tell. That would make her a character of less importance, but not necessarily no importance. </p><p>I do feel like her bio is deliberately misdirecting, as others likely are. We&rsquo;re told she catches the eye of one of our heroes, which makes us assume she&rsquo;s a love interest. However, this is enough to make me question if that&rsquo;s really what she is.</p><p>I also can&rsquo;t help by see a similarity between Vickie and Vecna. It may be nothing, but it&rsquo;s worth noting.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, follower milestone, 1500 followers

Post id: 673119697460412416
Date: 2022-01-11 21:36:07 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/673119697460412416
Slug: okay-i-hope-youre-well-and-down-for-a-little
Reblog key: XG0b8mXW
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Okay, I hope you're well and down for a little game... or something: imagine you were part of the government... how would you trick Will into helping them? He probably knows what you have done to El so it might be a tricky thing to do. And now please imagine you'd figure he can manipulate reality... what would you use that sort of force of such a powerful Jedi for? Now try to imagine these two things combined... he would probably try to use these abilities against the gov eventually and they already were inferior to El and her powers back then. Can you think of anything to prevent that case from escalating or happening this time? It'd be real cool if you answered this. Take care my friend. :)</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m mostly well now. Still recovering from Covid, unfortunately. I&rsquo;m not contagious anymore, but the fatigue is really sticking around.</p><p>Assuming Will does have this power (which I have endorsed in the past), he would be an extremely valuable asset for Brenner, or any other power-hungry individual or organization for that matter. But, yeah, the problem is how do you compel someone that powerful to work for you? It would really depend on just how powerful he is. </p><p>For example, if you tried to threaten him to do your bidding, such as holding a loved one hostage, then what would stop him from just using his powers to save them? </p><p>There would need to be some sort of limit on his powers, at the very least to ensure a good story. </p><p>Let&rsquo;s assume the powers are quite limited in scope. He can&rsquo;t just wholesale change what is and isn&rsquo;t. Perhaps he can make small, focused changes. Someone could probably coerce him into using them for their own nefarious ends because of the aforementioned hostage situation. Will always, <i>always</i>, thinks of others before himself. This is why he put up with Mike and Lucas&rsquo; BS for so long in season 3. He snuck a message to his friends on how to stop the Mindflayer, likely knowing it would kill him, too. Hell, this kid was also more concerned with Jonathan&rsquo;s hand wound after waking up in the hospital. Threaten someone he cares about, and he&rsquo;d probably do whatever you wanted. Until he figures out how to stop you.</p><p>Another way to do it may be to take advantage of his desire for acceptance. This would mostly be available only to Lonnie. Much like El with Brenner, Will has been shown to desire his father&rsquo;s love and approval. It&rsquo;s feasible that Lonnie would, again, for a while, be able to get Will to use any powers he has to benefit himself. All he would have to do is throw some feigned approval at Will, or, perhaps more his style, emotionally abuse the boy until he feels he has no choice. &ldquo;Will, don&rsquo;t you want to help your dad? You want to be a good son, don&rsquo;t you?&rdquo;</p><p>The problem with both of these scenarios is that Will would, ultimately, turn on whoever takes advantage of him. In the first scenario, Will would find a way to fight back, as he did with the Mindflayer. We already know he wouldn&rsquo;t care if he died, and he&rsquo;s also incredibly clever. He&rsquo;d have no problems pulling a &ldquo;taking you with me&rdquo; in order to stop you. In the second scenario, it&rsquo;s simply a matter of time before he reached his breaking point. This kid adores Mike, but he still lashed out at him after being mistreated for too long. Will has some emotional vulnerabilities, but he&rsquo;s no pushover. </p><p>I don&rsquo;t see any realistic situation where anyone could contain Will indefinitely. It&rsquo;s a case of The Dog Bites Back. You&rsquo;re forcing someone in a power class well above anything your capable of to do horrible things against his own will. You might have some success for a while, but, without real loyalty, Will would take advantage of any opportunities to break free.</p>
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Question: <p>Sharing this post with you- so funny and definitely reminds me of Byler! &#128514; (not with the first two, of course, but the vibes are strong with the last three! &#128517;)</p><p>https://zukkorrasami.tumblr.com/post/672606001866981376</p>
Answer: <p>Ha, I definitely agree with you about the last three. The funny thing being that Mike tends to exemplify these tropes more than Will.</p><p>As a bonus, you know what has all five? Binary Boyfriends.</p>
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Question: <p>2 short questions : </p><p>What was your favorite teaser for stranger things 4?</p><p>What do you think is going to be your favorite plot this season ? </p><p>Hope you&rsquo;re well &#128156;</p>
Answer: <p>I was gonna say I&rsquo;m well, but I guess that&rsquo;d be a lie. I lost my entire winter break to Covid. I&rsquo;m feeling better now, but I have lingering fatigue and a cough, which means I haven&rsquo;t been to the gym in a while. I hope your holidays were better than mine.</p><p>My favorite teaser was probably the Creel House one. It officially introduced a new character without really telling us too much. I think it was very well made, and it did its job by making us wonder how Creel fits into the world of Stranger Things.</p><p>My favorite plot is tough to really guess, but I can see a lot of potential in what I dub the Pizza Party. Jonathan, Argyle, Mike, and Will (and El?) should have a very interesting dynamic. I know it&rsquo;s been claimed this branch of the story will have some comedic elements, and I can certainly see the possibilities there. It also allows for some Mike and Will moments, which, hopefully, are done well and follow up their development from season 3.</p>
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Question: <p>i love how everyone has agreed we need new byler content all of a sudden</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, same! It’s the year of S4 officially and we need some good food. And it feels like forever since we last got Byler content. I’m starving. :(</p>
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Question: <p>It&rsquo;s nothing new which is why everyone is upset because that isn&rsquo;t what was advertised.</p>
Answer: <p>I suppose they can try to say it was new because the clip was something originally sent to a very small subset of the fanbase. Everyone knows that it would get shared out, but they can say it was never meant to be.</p><p>In all fairness, though, did people really think they&rsquo;d reveal something groundbreaking with this? Even if it were something not seen (or heard) before, it probably would have been pretty minor.</p><p>Still, I can sympathize with the frustration. Nobody likes being lied to, especially when it costs $65 to find that out. I&rsquo;m glad I didn&rsquo;t get one. My tape collection was lost many years ago, even my prized MC Hammer cassette.</p>
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Question: <p>Here&rsquo;s the evidence since you think Stranger Universe is lying: https://www.instagram.com/p/CX7OJX0gkFV/?utm_medium=copy_link</p>
Answer: <p>Never said anyone was lying, just that the only information I found in the video was old. I think they even said in the video that it was the recording that was on the phone number that was found packaged in with the Russian dolls. I was led to believe we were getting something new, and thought we didn&rsquo;t have the actual cassette audio yet.</p><p>This isn&rsquo;t anything new. </p>
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Question: <p>its on her yt channel not twitter</p>
Answer: <p>The video I found didn&rsquo;t contain the content of the tape. It played a previous clip from a phone number that I think came with the dolls sent to certain fan accounts. Then there was a claim that the cassette would be about Yuri. </p><p>More stuff about Yuri is as likely as anything else, but I&rsquo;ll remain skeptical until I get the actual content.</p>
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Question: <p>strangeruniverse&rsquo;s video about the tape where they show the contents</p>
Answer: <p>You&rsquo;re really going to make a sick man track down a Twitter video?</p><p>I suppose I have no choice.</p><p>Can anyone at least provide a link?</p>
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Answer: <p>$65 for that? They know full well who they&rsquo;re selling it to. Of course, tape decks are such antiquated technology at this point that it might actually be costly to make them again.</p><p>Do we know what the information on the cassette is? This is the first time I&rsquo;m seeing this. I&rsquo;m not big into the merch outside of the novels and comics.</p>
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Question: <p>the worst part about anons sending you leak comments is that they&rsquo;re conflating Reddit and Twitter which spreads more misinformation</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m not sure I hold Reddit in much higher esteem, but I agree that Twitter is just a poor source of anything unless coming from a verified account for whatever is being discussed.</p><p>Let&rsquo;s be honest here, though: people are just trying to rile me up. Granted, this is a bit easier at the moment since I&rsquo;m sick, but it&rsquo;s still trolling, and it&rsquo;s shameful. </p>
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Question: <p>THE BOOM BOX IS JUST YURI :(</p>
Answer: <p>Boom Box? Is this a reference to something from a while back? I&rsquo;m a little confused.</p><p>I imagine they (Murray?) do pick up Yuri&rsquo;s frequency on a radio if that&rsquo;s what you&rsquo;re getting at. They have to set up him smuggling people into (and out of?) Russia.</p>
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Question: <p>People just keep lying to you guys about what the leaks say</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t have time for this. I&rsquo;m sick on Christmas, so I&rsquo;m not in a great mood.</p><p>In all fairness, I don&rsquo;t want to know what the leaks say, anyway. Should any of them actually end up true, I don&rsquo;t want to be spoiled before I have a chance to see the new season for myself. </p>
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Question: <p>in the spoilers it was the opposite. El lied that he was being bullied and Will handed it over and then Mike got mad at him</p>
Answer: <p>Ah, yes, the &ldquo;spoilers&rdquo; that always seem to make Will look bad and have Mike be mad at him. </p><p>You&rsquo;ll excuse me if I don&rsquo;t take those as reliable sources of information.</p><p>Mike getting mad at Will for telling the truth doesn&rsquo;t make much sense. What, is Mike accusing Will of trying to make El look bad? El lying is pretty ridiculous, too, unless it&rsquo;s to intentionally show how badly she&rsquo;s doing in contrast to what she&rsquo;s been telling Mike.</p><p>I expect better of the writers. This sounds like fanfiction.</p>
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Question: <p>If some part of Will is Vecna then wouldn't it make more sense for Vecna to be a part of the plot that Will is actually in next season? Why spend all of season 4 setting him up as a villain in a way that doesn't connect him to the character that will allegedly be defeating him?</p>
Answer: <p>Fair point. I can&rsquo;t say I know how that would work, either.</p><p>That said, some weird things do seem to go down in Lenora Hills. It remains to be seen whether it&rsquo;s just El&rsquo;s powers or something greater, but the presence of a Lab-type base is more than a little curious.</p><p>I guess we&rsquo;ll have to wait and see how it plays out, but we do know that something causes the Byers and Mike to return to Hawkins. Why drive all the way across the country in a pizza van just to get back to Hawkins? The storylines will be connected somehow. </p><p>Spitballing here, but, maybe with Will gone, this Vecna entity is able to gain more influence.</p>
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Question: <p>Hot take but Will being Vecna is a terrible idea since Vecna will clearly have to die to stop everything. It&rsquo;s better if it&rsquo;s someone new. Will dying is awful and makes no sense just like him being Vecna.</p>
Answer: <p>Whoa, slow down there, buckaroo. Nobody said anything about Will dying. I&rsquo;m the last person who would want to see that.</p><p>Vecna, if it is indeed behind everything, needing to die would be an extremely cliché and predictable ending. That&rsquo;s literally how pretty much every monster movie or show ends. This is supposedly the grand mastermind behind everything that has happened since season 1. It wanted to capture, but not hurt, Will, for reasons we don&rsquo;t yet understand. </p><p>I&rsquo;ll admit that I&rsquo;m partial to the idea because I&rsquo;ve previously hypothesized that Will subconsciously created the Upside Down by hiding away all of the unpleasant memories and thoughts that he doesn&rsquo;t like to acknowledge. The idea of Vecna being a sort of repressed part of Will would work because it would mean having to find another way to win. Will would need to accept that part of himself and make peace with it. Instead of destroying everything, Will could essentially take back control so he can end the danger.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t think I have any special insights into what is going to happen. This is just a fun, unorthodox way to wrap things up. I&rsquo;d prefer it to &ldquo;evil monster must die.&rdquo;</p>
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Question: <p>I think the struggle for the writers in season 4, if Byeler is indeed the ultimate direction they are taking, is going to be handling Mike's internalised homophobia well, versus making it clear to straight viewers what's going on. You make good points on how he's likely to deal with being gay, but the general audience is not going to take it well if Byeler is a season 5 'plot twist', for example. The arc would have to be very clear and transparent in a way Stranger Things has never tackled.</p>
Answer: <p>Thanks, I appreciate that you found my recent post to be well-reasoned. It&rsquo;s been a while since I&rsquo;ve had the time or motivation to do a real character analysis. I agree that the general audience is going to miss the more subtle aspects, but I&rsquo;m not sure there&rsquo;s any way to get around that. The &ldquo;general audience&rdquo; didn&rsquo;t even think Will was gay until his fight with Mike, and even then&hellip;</p><p>My skills aren&rsquo;t in storytelling, so I have no idea how they&rsquo;d go about something like this. Still, I see that path as being likely for Mike if they care at all about keeping the human elements as realistic as possible.</p><p>If anyone out there does have skills in storytelling, I&rsquo;d love to hear your thoughts as to how this could be done without hitting the audience over the head with it.</p>
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Question: <p>How do think they&rsquo;ll get El down in that silo cause something tells me she&rsquo;s gonna be screaming when she sees Brenner</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;ve thought about that, and I&rsquo;ve come up with a few scenarios to potentially explain that.</p><p>Yes, I can&rsquo;t imagine El would be likely to go quietly under any normal circumstances. So, the way I see it, one (or more) of the following must be true:</p><ol><li>El is still without her powers, leaving her helpless to do anything about it.</li><li>El has been sedated, leaving her unable to offer any significant resistance.</li><li>El is under duress, as Brenner (or whoever is responsible for the desert base) threatens the Byers with harm if El doesn&rsquo;t comply.</li><li>El is led to believe the Byers have already been taken out, leaving her too distraught to do anything.</li></ol><p>Basically, she&rsquo;ll be either unwilling or unable to put up a fight. What gets me is how gutted she seems in the teaser. It almost looks like she&rsquo;s resigned herself to what&rsquo;s going on.</p><p>It&rsquo;s also worth noting that something goes down at the base, as seen with the military vehicles and explosion, so we don&rsquo;t know that she ever actually goes underground.</p>
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Question: <p>Since u guys are talking about El feminine and the pretty saying. I must add recently Modine was asked on Twitter about El on s4 and he said: Female. Does it mean something? I think since El is becoming more feminine and looking more like a woman it'd be hard for Mike, if he's gay, to keep pretending he's attracted to her...</p>
Answer: <p>Really? Damn. I can’t find it, would you mind either dming me, or sending another ask with the link, if it’s not too much trouble? </p>
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Question: <p>Oh, interesting! So you're thinking Holly may be the one to call attention to Byler in the show? Sort of like an "out of the mouths of babes" thing? It would make sense, if she's too young to have absorbed any homophobia and thinks, why wouldn't two boys be in love, if a boy and a girl can be? Maybe Mike says "I'm going to see El. I love her." and Holly just gets confused and says "No. You love Will." And Mike's face - in the shock of someone actually saying it - reveals everything.</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, I didn&rsquo;t write this with the presumption that it would be about Byler, or any other ship. The idea did cross my mind after I wrote it, though. I was more thinking she might notice some strange goings on and either get herself in danger or clue Dustin and the others in on what they need to do next.</p><p>Her making some sort of innocent observation about Mike and Will would in line with her seeing what nobody else seems to see, though. It also fits with my premise that the reason she can see said things is because she hasn&rsquo;t yet &ldquo;learned&rdquo; what should and shouldn&rsquo;t be. Holly also may not know about El, so she might not even have that to default to like everyone else does when they think about Mike. </p><p>I&rsquo;m not sure how it would play out, though. They wouldn&rsquo;t drop something like that early in the season before Mike leaves. I suppose it could be a flashback later in the season, or it could just happen in Hawkins when the Pizza Party returns. I think it&rsquo;d be cute if she had a moment with Will, actually. She could tell Will how impossible Mike has been without him and how Mike would always be talking about him. Meanwhile, Will&rsquo;s just standing there dumbfounded. </p><p>As nice as this would be, though, I wouldn&rsquo;t want Holly&rsquo;s observational skills to be used just for a ship. If they were going to do this, I&rsquo;d also want her to notice something crucial to the plot. Let her ability to see things uninhibited by presumption be a factor in solving the problem(s) next season. I stand for Holly Rights.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, holly wheeler, mike wheeler, byler

Post id: 673942448372924416
Date: 2022-01-20 23:33:23 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/673942448372924416
Slug: swiftlynatalia-the-leaker-is-going-absolutely
Reblog key: pQEBDf3T
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/cmollyo-deactivated20221107/673940983638016000
Reblog name: cmollyo-deactivated20221107
Question: <p>swiftlynatalia (the leaker) is going absolutely batshit on twitter right now</p>
Answer: <p>Oh gosh lol. What’s happening now? I’m both hesitant to know and curious. Lol. </p>
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Question: <p>swiftlynatalia (the leaker) is going absolutely batshit on twitter right now</p>
Answer: <p>Oh gosh lol. What’s happening now? I’m both hesitant to know and curious. Lol. </p>
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Question: <p>Theres a second surfer boy number. 775.38.pizza its a 5 second song that sounds like "happy birthday" backwards</p>
Answer: <p>OMG you&rsquo;re right. I can&rsquo;t tell if it&rsquo;s the song <i>backwards</i>, exactly, but it definitely sounds similar. Like the notes are scrambled or something.</p><p>Anybody else want to call it and give their opinion? 775-387-4992. It has a Nevada area code, as opposed to the og Surfer Boy number, which is 805-457-4992. (I called that one too and didn&rsquo;t get anything except a voice saying &ldquo;thank you.&rdquo; That may have been a time-sensitive easter egg.)</p>
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Question: <p>Can you please tag any discussion of the leaks? I know you don&rsquo;t like them or believe them but I really don&rsquo;t want to risk it.</p>
Answer: <p>Ah, my bad. I&rsquo;ll be more mindful going forward. </p>
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Question: <p>Do you think brenner is gonna try to brainwash el using nina? it&rsquo;s a machine btw with those screens from the control room teaser.</p>
Answer: <p>Eh, come on, you guys know I don&rsquo;t like leaks.</p><p>I guess this one isn&rsquo;t quite so blatant. I assume you mean this machine:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="400" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/89eb4665e480953b004f7eab77bb02db/8ee2bae8b690b1c2-fe/s640x960/81021f124e06a8aa979dda26afcbe3018c2f0a37.gif" data-orig-height="400" data-orig-width="540"/></figure></div><p>We technically don&rsquo;t know what the machine does, though we can speculate.</p><p>Brainwashing would seem to be the obvious guess. Though, that&rsquo;s a reason for me to think it&rsquo;s something else. I&rsquo;m not even convinced that it&rsquo;s a &ldquo;present day&rdquo; moment. It could be something that was used back before El was able to break free.</p><p>I&rsquo;m thinking that the machine may be used to force El to witness the massacre of the other kids. Her eyes would be forced open Clockwork Orange style, and no matter where she focused her eyes, she&rsquo;d have to witness the horror. I can&rsquo;t say I know why they would do this. Perhaps El wasn&rsquo;t very compliant at one time, and they needed to make the poor girl too afraid to fight back. The screens do flash with bloody images of the Rainbow Room, linking it to the massacre at the Lab, which would have taken place in the past considering the Lab is now abandoned.</p><p>The only other alternative I see is that it helped El <i>commit </i>the massacre, but I really would rather it not be that. Besides the obvious problems it creates for El&rsquo;s character to have murdered other kids, the poor girl just doesn&rsquo;t need any additional trauma added to her backstory. Still, it&rsquo;s possible, as tragic as it would be.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t really see the purpose in brainwashing El in present day. It&rsquo;s already clear that a superpowered El can only be contained for so long, and if she doesn&rsquo;t have her powers back then why would they even bother.</p><p>At any rate, I do think it&rsquo;s most likely something involving El. </p>
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Question: <p>hi! this may be stupid but now im curious, what is the coy-ass answer finn gave that you're talking about (in that post about finn talking about mielven)?</p><p>hope you doing good xx</p>
Answer: <p>Hi! And it’s not stupid at all, don’t worry :) Behold some seriously crap lying:<a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/667780223775997952"> https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/66778022377599795</a>2</p><p class="npf_link" data-npf="{&quot;type&quot;:&quot;link&quot;,&quot;url&quot;:&quot;https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/667780223775997952&quot;,&quot;display_url&quot;:&quot;https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/667780223775997952&quot;,&quot;title&quot;:&quot;Molly&quot;,&quot;description&quot;:&quot;That was my reaction... It may seem too exaggerated, but it's a normal reaction for a byler shipper. \nHe knows something.\n (first clip via: &quot;,&quot;site_name&quot;:&quot;Molly&quot;,&quot;poster&quot;:[{&quot;media_key&quot;:&quot;a1b00e6f94ec66b7064679b055a4071c:4fc2ea521301a365-08&quot;,&quot;type&quot;:&quot;image/jpeg&quot;,&quot;width&quot;:540,&quot;height&quot;:304}]}"><a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/667780223775997952" target="_blank">Molly</a></p>
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Question: <p>hi! this may be stupid but now im curious, what is the coy-ass answer finn gave that you're talking about (in that post about finn talking about mielven)?</p><p>hope you doing good xx</p>
Answer: <p>Hi! And it’s not stupid at all, don’t worry :) Behold some seriously crap lying:<a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/667780223775997952"> https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/66778022377599795</a>2</p><p class="npf_link" data-npf="{&quot;type&quot;:&quot;link&quot;,&quot;url&quot;:&quot;https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/667780223775997952&quot;,&quot;display_url&quot;:&quot;https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/667780223775997952&quot;,&quot;title&quot;:&quot;Molly&quot;,&quot;description&quot;:&quot;That was my reaction... It may seem too exaggerated, but it's a normal reaction for a byler shipper. \nHe knows something.\n (first clip via: &quot;,&quot;site_name&quot;:&quot;Molly&quot;,&quot;poster&quot;:[{&quot;media_key&quot;:&quot;a1b00e6f94ec66b7064679b055a4071c:4fc2ea521301a365-08&quot;,&quot;type&quot;:&quot;image/jpeg&quot;,&quot;width&quot;:540,&quot;height&quot;:304}]}"><a href="https://cmollyo.tumblr.com/post/667780223775997952" target="_blank">Molly</a></p>
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Question: <p>I'm sorry if you've answered this series of questions a million times already but do you think Will is going to be captured too?? If so, why do you think the government, or whoever it is, has an interest in Will?? Do you think they know about his ability to sense the Mind Flayer/see into the Upside Down?? Or do you think he's developing new, and more dangerous, powers that the government is definitely intrigued, or even scared, by and they want him as a sort of weapon?? </p><p>I would love to hear your thoughts! I love your blog btw!</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you!</p><p>I&rsquo;m honestly shocked that we haven&rsquo;t seen the government more interested in Will. He spent about a week being trapped in a toxic parallel dimension while being hunted by a supernatural monster. He then spent about a week possessed by a powerful being from that dimension. He survived both ordeals against all odds. That alone would make him a person of interest if they&rsquo;re still doing their experiments on the Upside Down in a new location.</p><p>The only reasons I can imagine they haven&rsquo;t done anything yet is 1) the government is souring on the whole project and 2) it would be a huge effort to capture him while covering it up. Joyce simply makes too much noise for them to keep it under wraps. Of course, with her out of the way&hellip;</p><p>I don&rsquo;t think they currently know about his powers to sense the Mindflayer or anything. As far as anyone seems to know, everything he could do in season 2 came from the possession. He never really revealed (as far as we know) anything else to the adults. I suppose a lot of it would come down to how trustworthy Owens turns out to be. He&rsquo;s probably the only one with a connection to the government who has any real information on Will at this point.</p><p>If the government chooses to make Will a person of interest, what they do will depend on what he can do. We haven&rsquo;t really seen much from him to suggest his powers can be weaponized. He does potentially seem to have powers of clairvoyance and/or reality manipulation, though. Those would certainly be of use to the government, one way or another.</p>
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Question: <p>Hey you, do you think the episode name the monster and the superhero means that both El and Will will be seen as either a monster or a superhero? Or both?</p>
Answer: <p>Hey me? No, hey, you!</p><p>I think we have a few different possibilities with the whole &ldquo;The Monster and the Superhero&rdquo; thing.</p><ol><li>It refers to El and the villain of the season. El would be the Superhero, and the villain would be the Monster. This is probably the most obvious, but I feel that&rsquo;s partially why it&rsquo;s unlikely to me. If the villain is indeed 001, then why would they be a monster, but El a superhero? Wouldn&rsquo;t they both have had horrible lives where they were raised to be weapons? Would it be fair to call that person a monster?</li><li>It refers solely to El. She had previously referred to herself as a monster in S1E6, The Monster. She&rsquo;s also been built up as a superhero. This could be an episode where she again wonders which one she is (only to learn that humans are really a bit of both at times). This would explain the foreign language episode title (if it was even real) that phrased this one as a question (Monster or Superhero?)</li><li>The only person to be explicitly (to my knowledge) referred to as a superhero is Bob. I can&rsquo;t say I can imagine how they&rsquo;d work him back in, but it&rsquo;s theoretically possible to involve him.</li><li>It&rsquo;s something none of us can really predict with the current information. For all we know, it could be a story one of the characters is writing or involve characters we haven&rsquo;t met yet.</li></ol><p>I don&rsquo;t really see any reason that this episode title refers to Will at all, at least with current information. As much as I want him to have a more central role, there doesn&rsquo;t seem to be any reason to think he gets anything too serious this season yet. Only time will tell.</p>
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Question: <p>Random theorist: so uh&hellip; guys I think Will is gonna have an important part of the season-</p><p>THOSE people: god why does EVERYTHING have to be about Will?? He&rsquo;s not important he&rsquo;s a side character with ZERO personality. Yall use anything to hate on El&#128580;</p><p>Literally how some people sound lmao. </p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, it comes across that way sometimes. I do think such people are a loud, but still very small, portion of the fan base, though.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi friend! Well I may be wrong but maybe some people just want Will to know that he's at least as powerful as El and in their minds, the best way for him to figure that out is a 'psychic showdown.' (Without killing each other I hope?!). As for me, I just really want Will to be more confident and realize that people shouldn't mess with him. I think there's certainly better ways for him to realize it but if that IS the case and people just want him to get a confidence boost I wouldn't wanna judge them.</p>
Answer: <p>Hello!</p><p>That&rsquo;s all fine and good, but that shouldn&rsquo;t mean he has to end up facing El. I want to see badass, confident Will, too. I think a better solution would be for them to have powers that complement each other somehow. That way they would be able to work together to take care of threats without either one being the sidekick.</p>
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Question: <p>Why don't you want to see a psychic duel between El and Will? And why do you think do some people want it so bad? (I personally don't really have an opinion on that subject and I guess I'd be fine either way tbh.)</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t want to see it because why in the world would anyone want to see the two of them fighting? They are two children whose lives have been defined by trauma. The idea that one of them would need to fight, and potentially kill, the other is just plain depressing. Even if it were a mind-control situation (or something similar), whoever was the &ldquo;bad guy&rdquo; in that duel would simply be suffering another trauma by being made to hurt the other. Hell, the &ldquo;good guy&rdquo; would be similarly traumatized by being made to fight their friend and de facto sibling. I&rsquo;d much rather see them team up if Will does end up getting powers.</p><p>As for the people who <i>do</i> want to see it, I&rsquo;m not really sure what their motivation is. I know there is a small, but vocal, segment of the fanbase that doesn&rsquo;t like Will, so they may well want to see El take him out. Some fans may also want to see a psychic duel, which also makes the El vs 001 idea so popular, I guess. I suppose it could be potentially epic, sort of a Jedi duel.</p><p>Still, El has been through a lot by being built as a weapon basically since birth. We&rsquo;ve seen her kill as early in life as 12 years old, and she potentially killed even earlier than that, depending on what &ldquo;The Massacre at Hawkins Lab&rdquo; is all about. Making her have to fight, and kill, someone after everything she&rsquo;s been through, especially someone who has been through similar experiences as her own, would be a tragic moment for her character. It looks like she&rsquo;s going to be facing some unhappy moments in season 4. Do we need to add something like this to it all?</p>
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Question: <p>Hey I&lsquo;m the anon from yesterday the one with the mileven scenes. I&lsquo;m glad to hear you liked my question so I hope you don&rsquo;t mind that I&rsquo;m doing another part with scenes that make me doubt byler is endgame </p><p>So let&rsquo;s start with well actually more than just a scene it&rsquo;s the way mike looks at El for example in the first episode of season three after mike sang a song and El cut him of , or at the Snowball when they were dancing . For me it really seems like Mike is in love with El because I don&rsquo;t think that&rsquo;s how you look at your friends </p><p>Second scene is the &bdquo; I need you to trust me &bdquo; scene In season 3 . Mike and El are really close to each other and even if they are not together In that scene it also seems to be a romantic moment . And Mike also looks at Max in that scene because he doesn&rsquo;t know what to do and because he doesn&rsquo;t want to screw things  up with El again ( at least that&rsquo;s what I think ) </p><p>Next scene is in season 1 when El disappeared and Mike gets angry and starts destroying her sleeping place in his basement. he starts calling himself stupid I think and we know that &bdquo;only love makes you crazy and stupid&ldquo; It&rsquo;s just like Will ( who is in love with Mike ) calls himself stupid because of Mike (and because of thinking he could be a kid forever ) . So Will destroys castle Byers because he&rsquo;s in love with Mike and Mike destroys El&rsquo;s sleeping place because he&rsquo;s in love with El.</p><p>Next scene is the crazy together scene again. Mike said he is going crazy because of seeing El all the time and as I said before &bdquo; only love makes you crazy &hellip;.&ldquo; </p><p>Next scene is the &bdquo; you are the most important thing to me in the world scene&ldquo; <strike>( I don&rsquo;t really unterstand why so many people think this scene is cute ,it makes me feel uncomfortable because right after Mike is saying this El just says that hopper is right about them spending to much time together and she isn&rsquo;t even flattert or happy about his comment)  </strike>Mike<strike> </strike>basically admits being in love with her in that scene and I don&rsquo;t get why the duffers would add this scene if Mike isn&rsquo;t in love with El </p><p>Next thing is actually social media in general the official stranger things accounts are hyping Mileven up a lot ( idk maybe straight bait ) for example the duffers have postet something on twitter i don&rsquo;t really remember but I think it was a picture of Mike and El kissing and the caption says &bdquo; In love&ldquo; . Also since the last teaser has dropped they liked a lot of tweets about mileven. </p><p>Next and last thing is teaser 4 . El has a photo of Mike in her room again and the whole teaser is basically El writing a love letter to mike and the stranger writers account has somehow confirmed that . For example they liked a few tweets in which people were saying things like &bdquo; mileven love letters &bdquo; </p><p>That&rsquo;s It . Sorry my question is so long again &#128514;( and also  sorry for grammatical mistakes :) ) Bye ! &#128153;</p>
Answer: <p>hi again! I don&rsquo;t mind doing more of these at all! thanks for the ask :) </p><p><span class="npf_color_ross"><b>1. </b></span>The opening s3 kiss and Mike &amp; El at the snowball </p><p>Yes, he smiles at El in both scenarios. He also does some very *sus* things during both scenes. </p><p><b><a href="https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vmjd4qpiLISZULPlTLrAGrc3a9FK2CpazDquxc6q9bQ/edit#slide=id.ge087aa9389_0_407">Whole long analysis on the opening kiss in s3</a>, </b>but to sum it up, straight men do not give their gf&rsquo;s drawings by their male bffs to stare at when they kiss her to remind her of him, and they also don&rsquo;t refuse to touch their gf&rsquo;s at all costs.</p><p>At the snowball, when she shows up, he doesn&rsquo;t not look ecstatic, he looks shocked: </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="900" data-orig-width="994"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/40dc598f5fad0e44c8b314501bdf20c2/4ffc3ecb27fa6b16-98/s640x960/247459381776e8ddd60fb901522893c662c5f4fb.png" data-orig-height="900" data-orig-width="994"/></figure></div><p>I don&rsquo;t see a whole lot of &ldquo;head over heels for you&rdquo; love on his face in those shots. </p><p>When they dance, he&rsquo;s also partially projecting his feelings for Will onto El, which gives him a way to express his feelings in a socially acceptable way. </p><p>I have some in-depth analysis of the snowball<b><a href="https://beepboop358.tumblr.com/post/667602725967675392/how-do-you-reconcile-the-idea-of-mike-being-gay"> here </a></b>and<b><a href="https://href.li/?https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vmjd4qpiLISZULPlTLrAGrc3a9FK2CpazDquxc6q9bQ/edit#slide=id.ge087aa9389_0_1004"> here </a></b>which go into a lot more detail :)</p><p><span class="npf_color_joey"><b>2.</b></span> Mike destroying El&rsquo;s fort (s1 ep6)</p><p>&ndash;He doesn&rsquo;t actually say &ldquo;stupid&rdquo; in this scene like Will does when he destroys castle byers. He is silent the entire scene. </p><p>Mike destroys El&rsquo;s fort after the whole &lsquo;She&rsquo;s the monster, she&rsquo;s moving the compass needle, she doesn&rsquo;t want us to find Will&rsquo; debacle. Mike is angry at her because she gave him false hope that she could help him find Will and get him back, and he feels like he has been fooled. He is <i>using her to get what he wants, </i>which is to get Will back. That&rsquo;s why he destroys the fort, not because he is love with her. He is upset she didn&rsquo;t fulfill what he needed her to do. </p><p>Later in this episode a few minutes later he calls her a &ldquo;weapon&rdquo; and says &ldquo;do you seriously want to fight the demogoron with your wristrcoket?&rdquo; and &ldquo;we&rsquo;re no use to Will if we&rsquo;re <i>dead&rdquo;, </i>to Lucas when he tries to convince him they need El to find Will, to get him back. </p><p>Right before he gets up and starts kicking the fort, he&rsquo;s holding a Rubik&rsquo;s cube, which we see in Will&rsquo;s bedroom in s2. This is very much a scene about how much he loves Will, not El. </p><p><b><span class="npf_color_niles">3. </span></b><span style="color: #000000">&ldquo;You&rsquo;re the most important thing in the world to me&rdquo;</span></p><p><span style="color: #000000">For this line to make sense, we need to understand 2 things: </span></p><p><span style="color: #000000">&ndash;The world motif:</span></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="980" data-orig-width="1748"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/57172ccf328d9f37022203d6344d7cf8/4ffc3ecb27fa6b16-fd/s640x960/132ac922879e38d095807c049dad3c2381a04a13.png" data-orig-height="980" data-orig-width="1748"/></figure></div><p><a class="tmblr-truncated-link read_more" href="https://beepboop358.tumblr.com/post/669746297679511552/hey-im-the-anon-from-yesterday-the-one-with-the">Keep reading</a></p>
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Question: <p>When do you think we&rsquo;ll get an official release date?</p>
Answer: <p>Probably not until Spring if it comes out in Summer. They may not have a final release date determined, yet, if they were only able to give us a vague seasonal window last time. I know the season 3 release date was released in winter for a summer release, but that was also apparently a matter of delaying the release to match up with the setting of the show. Unless they pull a surprise and announce the release has been bumped up to Spring, that just isn&rsquo;t the case this time.</p><p>Imagine if they unveil the release date on Will&rsquo;s birthday. I honestly don&rsquo;t know if I&rsquo;d be happy or mad.</p>
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Question: <p>what was your spotify wrapped like (if you use spotify)?</p>
Answer: <p>Unfortunately, I only use Spotify on my laptop, so I&rsquo;m not really able to access that. It&rsquo;s apparently only available on the mobile app, and my phone is desperately low on available memory due to various work-related apps.</p><p>I can tell you that, based on the 2021 playlist that Spotify made for me, that it&rsquo;s basically an 80s Greatest Hits station. I have Van Halen, Journey, Toto, Bon Jovi, and a-ha, just to name a few.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think there will be some sort of psychic showdown between Will and 11? For instance because one of them gets manipulated and temporary mad/evil and the other one needs to stop them? Or because of Mike and jealousy reasons?</p>
Answer: <p>I would really hope not. I feel that something like that would be bad for them and the overall story. Aside from Will&rsquo;s jealousy in season 3, there&rsquo;s nothing to suggest they would ever dislike each other. Even with Will, it had more to do with Mike ditching him over and over than anything El did. I think it&rsquo;s time they&rsquo;ve moved past that storyline. We might get a bit of it next season if Will does become a third wheel (though I imagine it&rsquo;ll be self-imposed), but I think we&rsquo;ll also get a resolution to that without a need for the two to come into conflict.</p><p>If one of them were to get possessed or something, then I imagine it would become a matter of trying to subdue them without hurting them. Personally, though, I&rsquo;d prefer it if they worked together. We&rsquo;ve yet to see them really team up since Will&rsquo;s season 3 arc was that he was forgotten and left behind. Give me my superpowered psuedo-twins moment!</p>
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Question: <p>I would say just stop talking about any leaks then. You seem really rattled by what your anons are telling you (the correct and incorrect points) so it&rsquo;s cruel of them to keep sending you stuff if you don&rsquo;t want it. The sub itself is insistent that info shouldn&rsquo;t be spread to people who aren&rsquo;t looking for it.</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m not sure rattled is the best word, but I am definitely frustrated. I think people are starting to do it simply because I&rsquo;ve voiced my opposition and disbelief to the leaks in the first place. I suppose in that sense, I&rsquo;ve sort of brought it on myself. Some people just like to be trolls, and I should know better than to think I can avoid that.</p><p>I&rsquo;ll try to take your advice and just avoid bringing them up. Maybe then people won&rsquo;t feel compelled to come at me.</p>
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Question: <p>Have you read any of the leak posts yourself or just running off anons? Sometimes the anons tell you stuff that isn&rsquo;t true or misinterpret.</p>
Answer: <p>I have not read any of them myself, mostly because I don&rsquo;t want to risk actually spoiling the show for myself in the event any of it turns out to be true. I like seeing and speculating on things like BTS photos and whatnot since they lack any context to actually spoil anything, but I don&rsquo;t want to know what is actually going to happen until the show comes out and I get to see it myself. </p><p>I can believe that anons are telling me falsehoods, if only because they know by now that I&rsquo;m averse to reading about leaks. I&rsquo;m sure many, if not all, of the leak Asks that I get are sent to troll me.</p>
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Question: <p>Apparently the nina project is thing so what do you think it does? And what does Brenner think he might get out of it by using it on El?</p>
Answer: <p>I honestly don&rsquo;t know. The opera song that played in the pre-002 teaser video may be a clue. It&rsquo;s apparently from some opera called &ldquo;Nina, or the Girl Driven Mad by Love.&rdquo; I&rsquo;m not terribly familiar with the opera, but it could just be a clue for the name itself. The plot may or may not have any bearing on what the Nina Project actually is. </p><p>I suppose it&rsquo;s worth mentioning that women being deemed insane and put into sanitariums was a terrifyingly common practice at one point. Perhaps it refers to Brenner&rsquo;s methods of obtaining test subjects? If Suspicious Minds is any indicator, he had absolutely no problems drugging up, coercing, or otherwise manipulating people for his own purposes. Finding a way to have them committed doesn&rsquo;t seem like it&rsquo;d be out of his comfort zone.</p><p>As for how it might relate to El? Well, I suppose we don&rsquo;t really know that it does. It could be something that occurred before El since, as far as we know, she was born and raised in the Lab environment. If it does relate to her somehow, then my guess is it would have something to do with her brain or memory. Perhaps it&rsquo;s something to make someone more controllable.</p><p>I like the idea of the project being a thing instead of a person, but I can&rsquo;t say I even know where to begin with figuring it out. I just don&rsquo;t think we have enough information out there, and, no, I don&rsquo;t buy into &ldquo;leaks.&rdquo; Just because someone got some general information, like the name of a character or location, it doesn&rsquo;t mean they also have access to specific plot details.</p>
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Question: <p>The reason I'm convinced that Byler is real is not the huge amount of evidence actually, its because the way the creators and the fandom treat it is way different from the usual ship that ends un being queerbaiting. These ships are usually very popular in the fandom and the creators take advantage of it by constantly promoting this characters togueter and teasing the possibility of something happening only to end up not doing anything with it. However while Byler has a lot of fans Mileven is undeniably the most popular ship in the fandom, its not like the majority of the fandom want Byler to happen. Also, the Duffers have never really talked about Mike and Will in a romantic way so its not like they are using them to promote the possibility of a queer ship happening, all the people that believe that Byler will be canon are convinced solely because of the evidence not because of the creators making us feel this way. If anything they seem to only cater to mileven fans which seems like straighbaiting to me lmao</p><p>But seriously why will they make it seem like mileven is the main ship when so many evidence of Byler exists? That should tell people that something is going on and that they are planning to surprise us with the actual endgame (they are only going to surprise the heteros but still)</p>
Answer: <p>First, kudos for submitting this with your name attached. I know the temptation to do it anonymously is great, so I hope you meant to do it this way.</p><p>Second, I had to reread this a few times out of confusion. I kept misreading it as you being convinced the Byler is <i>not </i>real. In my defense, I am slightly hungover from drinking a lot of nog last night. Drink responsibly, kids. Well, not at all if you’re really kids, but even young adults are kids to me now.</p><p>I think I understand what you’re saying now. They’re not using the prospect of Mike and Will as a couple to promote the show. I do see them occasionally show some love to it, but, yeah, they aren’t promoting any type of ship war or anything. Thank whatever is up there for that, too, because such things are so reductive. This isn’t Twilight or something where the characters are so shallow that they’re defined by their relationships.</p><p>They aren’t really going to talk about Byler because even the characters haven’t really, yet. For the Duffers to explicitly acknowledge it would be to ruin the entire arc. We’re meant to be following these characters on this journey, never really sure where it’s going to end up. We’re getting more and more clues as we go, but they clearly don’t want us to know yet. Hell, they even went out of their way to show that Mike and El’s relationship didn’t really end on anything close to a clear note.</p><p>I can’t say I like the idea of straight baiting much more than queer baiting, though. I can see how it plays on people’s expectations, and I know the Duffers love to subvert such expectations, but it seems wrong somehow to do it intentionally. I’d be willing to say they’re letting it happen organically, because people are going to fall into heteronormative habits anyway, but they do seem to push Mike and El at times, or, at least, Netflix does. It seems sort of mean to build up the Mileven fans, only to pull the rug out from under them, but, I suppose, they didn’t really have to do much to build them up in the first place. I guess it really only does take a male and female lead to make a ship. </p><p>I agree with your larger point, if my clouded mind is understanding it correctly, that, if they were really trying to bait us, they would be bringing up Mike and Will’s romantically-coded moments more and more. If there is any baiting, then I feel like it would be accidental. Though, to be fair, that would require a tremendous amount of ignorance and coincidence. Imagine nobody on that show seeing what we see <b>and </b>continuing to build up those elements if it wasn’t meant to be.</p><p>I do think we’ll see public acknowledgement of Mike and Will’s feelings once they become explicit on the show. There’s no way the Duffers are hacks to the point that they’d create a gay character without doing him justice. </p>
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Question: <p>I don't know, but saying that El didn't know what love was might sound a little ableism</p>
Answer: <p>Is it really ableist to acknowledge that someone has a disability? Is it ableist to recognize that someone literally needed love and relationships explained to her because she spent her entire life to that point in an isolated Lab?</p><p>These things are social constructs. We learn them as we grow and form attachments. El didn&rsquo;t have that, and it doesn&rsquo;t do her any favors to pretend otherwise. It also doesn&rsquo;t do her any favors to pretend that her spending a year watching soap operas instead of socializing helped her figure it all out.</p><p>She&rsquo;s now in a position where she can grow and figure out such things, and I&rsquo;m interested to see how it goes. She&rsquo;s no doubt going to have some growing pains that we&rsquo;re going to feel uncomfortable watching. Hopefully the Byers will be ready to help her cope with such moments and help her along this new journey. Still, she has to be allowed to figure this all out in as natural a way as possible. </p>
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Question: <p>Why shouldn&rsquo;t people feel there is &ldquo;something real there?&rdquo; They clearly built up to those &ldquo;I love you&rdquo; moments and Mike/El growing and figuring things out together was a real plot thread. </p><p>This idea that there&rsquo;s been a romantic thread between Will and Mike has always confused me. Yeah, Will needs to come to terms with his sexuality, but there has been nothing beyond super deep read subtext from tumblr users and the like to suggest Mike is bi/has feelings for Will. The show just isn&rsquo;t that deep. Subtle clues aren&rsquo;t exactly what it&rsquo;s known for. </p><p>And Netflix has fairly heavily promoted Mike/El at times. The are the crux of the show. I don&rsquo;t know what the end game will be, but I doubt it has Mike and Will ending up together even if Mike and El don&rsquo;t.</p><p>I&rsquo;ve seen this time and again, over multiple fandoms. It&rsquo;s fine to ship a crack ship but I doubt that it&rsquo;ll realistically be made canon. They aren&rsquo;t gonna do a crazy reverse in season 4 of 5 or 6.</p>
Answer: <p>One really just has to watch, really watch, the trajectories of both Mike/El and Mike/Will over the course of three seasons. People are too used to how things usually work in popular media, that their brains are doing a lot of work autopiloting things lately.</p><p>I&rsquo;ve done a lot of this already in my previous posts, particularly in my <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/625900653239255040/why-do-you-lie-a-look-at-a-gay-mike-wheeler">&ldquo;Why Do You Lie?&rdquo;</a> post about Mike. That boy has had his feelings for El and Will all tangled up since season 1. El always manages to show up when Mike is thinking about Will.</p><p>Mike was intensely worried about Will when El showed up, and really latched onto her when he felt she could help find Will. Notice the intensity of his anger with her when he thinks she lied, or even the lesser annoyed anger when he realizes she&rsquo;s leading them in circles. Will is at the forefront of his mind, but this girl is a convenient outlet for feelings he&rsquo;s not allowed to have. Mike being kind to El is very sweet, especially when we see what she was dealing with before, but, seriously, he knew her for a few days, and she didn&rsquo;t even have a concept of love. This is not a romantic scenario, and people should stop treating it as such. If they were adult characters, it would be quite creepy.</p><p>In season 2, Mike is shown still worried about Will. He spends a lot of time calling out to El, but he curiously never tries to look for her. This is the same boy who was willing to tear the world apart to find Will. I don&rsquo;t think Mike actually thought El was out there. He was just in grief. The only one who managed to make him seem like his old self is Will. This is the season that had so many fans thinking Mike and Will could be a thing. Mike&rsquo;s worry for Will in season 1 was cute, but it could still be just a friend thing at that point. Season 2 showed us that, no, Mike treats Will very differently than he treats Dustin or Lucas. We weren&rsquo;t able to see a lot of Mike and Will&rsquo;s individual relationship in season 1, but we got a lot of it in season 2, and it was beautiful.</p><p>It always rubbed me the wrong way when some misguided fans would suggest that Mike&rsquo;s behavior towards Will was only because he was upset about losing El. Everything about how Mike treats Will is in line with his season 1 behavior. Mike isn&rsquo;t afraid of losing Will the way he lost El. He&rsquo;s afraid of losing Will the way he almost already did a year prior. He sticks by Will&rsquo;s side and tries to protect him with the same intensity and stubbornness he used when searching for him. Yeah, he&rsquo;s in grief over El, but I don&rsquo;t think that is influencing his behavior towards Will. It probably did, however, make him feel some measure of guilt for accepting El&rsquo;s fate when he didn&rsquo;t with Will. I do think he held himself personally responsible for El&rsquo;s &ldquo;death.&rdquo;</p><p>Oh, and I&rsquo;ll add this in without comment. If you don&rsquo;t know why, then nothing anyone says is going to convince you, anyway.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="717" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1e18fefe8af8ddc918c6610cf2d749ef/f3bbd7c6eba22381-70/s640x960/f0a8647f4a2b6ee6fa09706fd1a6bbc293a2ba45.jpg" data-orig-height="717" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><p>Just a reminder that El just happened show back up in Mike&rsquo;s life shortly after that scene.</p><p>Even in the Snowball, which seemed to undo everything done to build up Mike and Will, there are little details to be seen. </p><p>Mike had urged Will to go dance with the girl, but then he has a very curious look on his face as Will walks off with her. It&rsquo;s not impressed disbelief or friendly pride. Mike seems uncomfortably unhappy. It&rsquo;s like he&rsquo;s upset, but he doesn&rsquo;t understand why. He then goes off and mopes. We can&rsquo;t say it&rsquo;s because he&rsquo;s jealous Will has someone to dance with. Lucas had already gone off to dance with Max, and Mike was fine with that. In what could have been a scene to show off Mike and Dustin&rsquo;s friendship, they both stare, moping, at the two couples on the dance floor. Dustin had spent the season crushing on Max, but now has to watch her dancing with someone else (poor guy also got brutally rejected by other girls). Mike shares a similar look and posture, despite being the reason Will is on the dance floor to begin with. Mike is upset Will is dancing, and it both confuses and upsets him.</p><p>Then El shows up, again, as Mike is having intense feelings for Will. This has been a repeating event throughout the show to this point.</p><p>In season 3, we get to see Mike and El together, and, wow, it&rsquo;s not pretty. They duck their friends to go make out, which seems to be all they really do together. Now that they&rsquo;ve gotten together, it seems there&rsquo;s not much there. We don&rsquo;t really see them sharing interests or talking. Indeed, when they do try to have conversations, it&rsquo;s forced and awkward. Mike ends up having highly paralleled breakup scenes with both El and Will. One is in broad daylight, has a comical tone, and ends with one character celebrating while leaving while the other one stands there, cluelessly stumped. The other is dark and rainy, with a dramatic tone, while one character sadly leaves in the rain while the other forlornly calls after them. Oh, and Mike only attempts to chase down and apologize to one of them.</p><p>That&rsquo;s a big deal right there. Mike has been shown to be a real ass at times, and he basically needs to be forced to apologize. When he does apologize, it&rsquo;s more or less done begrudgingly. With Will though, Mike hurries to apologize, openly stating what an ass he had been. This parallel is bigger than people seem to understand. They couldn&rsquo;t have made it any more obvious that they intended us to compare these scenes. Mike is only willing to be vulnerable to one person, and it&rsquo;s Will. </p><p>Dare I even bring up the epilogue where the Byers move away? Mike and Will have their coded conversation where Mike is scared Will would move on from him. Mike then has an awkward conversation with El that ends with an unreciprocated kiss. </p><p>Mike and El don&rsquo;t have the buildup of an epic romance. They have the buildup of an epic tragedy. El is going to have her heart broken, which, hopefully, at least leads to her learning what real (romantic) love is. Mike and Will, meanwhile, have been dancing around each other for years. Will is convinced Mike will never love him like that, and Mike has been trying to convince himself he&rsquo;s straight. </p><p>Do we really think it&rsquo;s acceptable to build up Will as gay only for him to end up rejected or with some random guy in the series finale epilogue? This is 2021. Those sorts of tropes have no place in a modern world.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not some sappy teenager. I&rsquo;ve been through this journey many times. I&rsquo;ve been shipping pairs who don&rsquo;t end up together since before many of you were born. I&rsquo;m not sure I&rsquo;ve ever had one that actually felt real like Mike and Will do. In all other cases, I kinda knew the couple I shipped wasn&rsquo;t going to happen, especially back in the early 90s.</p><p>It becomes ever increasingly clear to me that people just don&rsquo;t know what real romance is anymore. Everyone is so accustomed to unrealistic, &ldquo;love at first sight&rdquo;-style relationships in fiction that they assume this boy and girl are genuinely in love each other the night the boy, frantically looking for his missing friend, and the girl, just having escaped the Lab she spent her entire life in, meet in the woods. The fact that it&rsquo;s easier for people to see romance in there than in two boys who have been intensely close for most of their lives is, well, just plain sad.</p>
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Question: <p>Why shouldn&rsquo;t people feel there is &ldquo;something real there?&rdquo; They clearly built up to those &ldquo;I love you&rdquo; moments and Mike/El growing and figuring things out together was a real plot thread. </p><p>This idea that there&rsquo;s been a romantic thread between Will and Mike has always confused me. Yeah, Will needs to come to terms with his sexuality, but there has been nothing beyond super deep read subtext from tumblr users and the like to suggest Mike is bi/has feelings for Will. The show just isn&rsquo;t that deep. Subtle clues aren&rsquo;t exactly what it&rsquo;s known for. </p><p>And Netflix has fairly heavily promoted Mike/El at times. The are the crux of the show. I don&rsquo;t know what the end game will be, but I doubt it has Mike and Will ending up together even if Mike and El don&rsquo;t.</p><p>I&rsquo;ve seen this time and again, over multiple fandoms. It&rsquo;s fine to ship a crack ship but I doubt that it&rsquo;ll realistically be made canon. They aren&rsquo;t gonna do a crazy reverse in season 4 of 5 or 6.</p>
Answer: <p>One really just has to watch, really watch, the trajectories of both Mike/El and Mike/Will over the course of three seasons. People are too used to how things usually work in popular media, that their brains are doing a lot of work autopiloting things lately.</p><p>I&rsquo;ve done a lot of this already in my previous posts, particularly in my <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/625900653239255040/why-do-you-lie-a-look-at-a-gay-mike-wheeler">&ldquo;Why Do You Lie?&rdquo;</a> post about Mike. That boy has had his feelings for El and Will all tangled up since season 1. El always manages to show up when Mike is thinking about Will.</p><p>Mike was intensely worried about Will when El showed up, and really latched onto her when he felt she could help find Will. Notice the intensity of his anger with her when he thinks she lied, or even the lesser annoyed anger when he realizes she&rsquo;s leading them in circles. Will is at the forefront of his mind, but this girl is a convenient outlet for feelings he&rsquo;s not allowed to have. Mike being kind to El is very sweet, especially when we see what she was dealing with before, but, seriously, he knew her for a few days, and she didn&rsquo;t even have a concept of love. This is not a romantic scenario, and people should stop treating it as such. If they were adult characters, it would be quite creepy.</p><p>In season 2, Mike is shown still worried about Will. He spends a lot of time calling out to El, but he curiously never tries to look for her. This is the same boy who was willing to tear the world apart to find Will. I don&rsquo;t think Mike actually thought El was out there. He was just in grief. The only one who managed to make him seem like his old self is Will. This is the season that had so many fans thinking Mike and Will could be a thing. Mike&rsquo;s worry for Will in season 1 was cute, but it could still be just a friend thing at that point. Season 2 showed us that, no, Mike treats Will very differently than he treats Dustin or Lucas. We weren&rsquo;t able to see a lot of Mike and Will&rsquo;s individual relationship in season 1, but we got a lot of it in season 2, and it was beautiful.</p><p>It always rubbed me the wrong way when some misguided fans would suggest that Mike&rsquo;s behavior towards Will was only because he was upset about losing El. Everything about how Mike treats Will is in line with his season 1 behavior. Mike isn&rsquo;t afraid of losing Will the way he lost El. He&rsquo;s afraid of losing Will the way he almost already did a year prior. He sticks by Will&rsquo;s side and tries to protect him with the same intensity and stubbornness he used when searching for him. Yeah, he&rsquo;s in grief over El, but I don&rsquo;t think that is influencing his behavior towards Will. It probably did, however, make him feel some measure of guilt for accepting El&rsquo;s fate when he didn&rsquo;t with Will. I do think he held himself personally responsible for El&rsquo;s &ldquo;death.&rdquo;</p><p>Oh, and I&rsquo;ll add this in without comment. If you don&rsquo;t know why, then nothing anyone says is going to convince you, anyway.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="717" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1e18fefe8af8ddc918c6610cf2d749ef/f3bbd7c6eba22381-70/s640x960/f0a8647f4a2b6ee6fa09706fd1a6bbc293a2ba45.jpg" data-orig-height="717" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><p>Just a reminder that El just happened show back up in Mike&rsquo;s life shortly after that scene.</p><p>Even in the Snowball, which seemed to undo everything done to build up Mike and Will, there are little details to be seen. </p><p>Mike had urged Will to go dance with the girl, but then he has a very curious look on his face as Will walks off with her. It&rsquo;s not impressed disbelief or friendly pride. Mike seems uncomfortably unhappy. It&rsquo;s like he&rsquo;s upset, but he doesn&rsquo;t understand why. He then goes off and mopes. We can&rsquo;t say it&rsquo;s because he&rsquo;s jealous Will has someone to dance with. Lucas had already gone off to dance with Max, and Mike was fine with that. In what could have been a scene to show off Mike and Dustin&rsquo;s friendship, they both stare, moping, at the two couples on the dance floor. Dustin had spent the season crushing on Max, but now has to watch her dancing with someone else (poor guy also got brutally rejected by other girls). Mike shares a similar look and posture, despite being the reason Will is on the dance floor to begin with. Mike is upset Will is dancing, and it both confuses and upsets him.</p><p>Then El shows up, again, as Mike is having intense feelings for Will. This has been a repeating event throughout the show to this point.</p><p>In season 3, we get to see Mike and El together, and, wow, it&rsquo;s not pretty. They duck their friends to go make out, which seems to be all they really do together. Now that they&rsquo;ve gotten together, it seems there&rsquo;s not much there. We don&rsquo;t really see them sharing interests or talking. Indeed, when they do try to have conversations, it&rsquo;s forced and awkward. Mike ends up having highly paralleled breakup scenes with both El and Will. One is in broad daylight, has a comical tone, and ends with one character celebrating while leaving while the other one stands there, cluelessly stumped. The other is dark and rainy, with a dramatic tone, while one character sadly leaves in the rain while the other forlornly calls after them. Oh, and Mike only attempts to chase down and apologize to one of them.</p><p>That&rsquo;s a big deal right there. Mike has been shown to be a real ass at times, and he basically needs to be forced to apologize. When he does apologize, it&rsquo;s more or less done begrudgingly. With Will though, Mike hurries to apologize, openly stating what an ass he had been. This parallel is bigger than people seem to understand. They couldn&rsquo;t have made it any more obvious that they intended us to compare these scenes. Mike is only willing to be vulnerable to one person, and it&rsquo;s Will. </p><p>Dare I even bring up the epilogue where the Byers move away? Mike and Will have their coded conversation where Mike is scared Will would move on from him. Mike then has an awkward conversation with El that ends with an unreciprocated kiss. </p><p>Mike and El don&rsquo;t have the buildup of an epic romance. They have the buildup of an epic tragedy. El is going to have her heart broken, which, hopefully, at least leads to her learning what real (romantic) love is. Mike and Will, meanwhile, have been dancing around each other for years. Will is convinced Mike will never love him like that, and Mike has been trying to convince himself he&rsquo;s straight. </p><p>Do we really think it&rsquo;s acceptable to build up Will as gay only for him to end up rejected or with some random guy in the series finale epilogue? This is 2021. Those sorts of tropes have no place in a modern world.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not some sappy teenager. I&rsquo;ve been through this journey many times. I&rsquo;ve been shipping pairs who don&rsquo;t end up together since before many of you were born. I&rsquo;m not sure I&rsquo;ve ever had one that actually felt real like Mike and Will do. In all other cases, I kinda knew the couple I shipped wasn&rsquo;t going to happen, especially back in the early 90s.</p><p>It becomes ever increasingly clear to me that people just don&rsquo;t know what real romance is anymore. Everyone is so accustomed to unrealistic, &ldquo;love at first sight&rdquo;-style relationships in fiction that they assume this boy and girl are genuinely in love each other the night the boy, frantically looking for his missing friend, and the girl, just having escaped the Lab she spent her entire life in, meet in the woods. The fact that it&rsquo;s easier for people to see romance in there than in two boys who have been intensely close for most of their lives is, well, just plain sad.</p>
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Question: <p>With the 'lack of resolution in ST3' thing, I'm looking at it less from a character perspective &amp; more from a TV perspective. We have had romantic Mileven in 3 seasons in some capacity, and now we're going into the penultimate season, and it's still, in some way, a thing. To be dragging it on this long comes off like the show is trying to manipulate the shippers into sticking around because they think their viewership will be rewarded in the end. That's exactly what How I Met Your Mother pulled.</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;d like to think the Duffers are better than whatever hacks made How I Met Your Mother.</p><p>Also, I daresay we&rsquo;ve had more romantic buildup between Mike and Will over the course of three seasons then people seem willing to admit. It&rsquo;s just that these boys are utterly clueless about each other (and in Mike&rsquo;s case, himself) due to the prejudice of the time. Mike and El relied on each other in season 1, barely saw each other in season 2, then threw themselves into a shallow relationship in season 3. If people see that as romantic, then the problem is with the audience, not the show. </p><p>They might have been written as a couple, but one that has had shockingly little romantic buildup. No, they just had the outcome that is typical when you date your crush: you find out you&rsquo;re not really compatible because the version of them you built up before you got together doesn&rsquo;t match the real thing.</p><p>People need to get past this foolishness that Mike and El have been built up for three seasons. They haven&rsquo;t, and it&rsquo;s getting infuriating that people think there&rsquo;s something real there. If there&rsquo;s any trickery going on, it&rsquo;s that the Duffers are playing with the assumption that the male and female leads end up together.</p>
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Question: <p>"The first step is to resolve Mike and El in a way that makes it clear that they won&rsquo;t get back together."   This is the thing that holds me up, because I feel like they had the perfect opportunity to do this with the breakup in ST3 and they didn't take it.</p>
Answer: <p>They intentionally left that whole storyline unresolved. It&rsquo;s frustrating, but it was done to set up whatever we&rsquo;ll be getting in season 4. </p><p>You guys have to be patient with this. They can&rsquo;t rush this while also doing it justice. We&rsquo;re talking about a gay kid who was convinced he was straight coming to terms with the truth. That will take a lot of time and produce plenty of inner turmoil. Season 3 introduced his confusion/realization moment when he didn&rsquo;t return El&rsquo;s affections at the end. How he reacts to that is still unknown. </p><p>Many a gay kid back then would fall back deeper into the closet. The fact that Mike can claim to have a girlfriend &ldquo;in another state&rdquo; is the perfect excuse for him to be able to turn down any interested girls in Hawkins. He&rsquo;s essentially able to hide from this problem until he&rsquo;s face to face with it again.</p><p>It&rsquo;s certainly not fair to El if he&rsquo;s been stringing her along, but we can excuse his cowardice given what he&rsquo;s going through. One could argue that he never said they were still together, that it was just El&rsquo;s assumption. She may not have fully understood what dumping entailed in the first place. She saw Max and Lucas break up and get back together 5-6 times, so she may just think it means it&rsquo;s over until she decides to get back together. Mike really didn&rsquo;t seem prepared for all of that. With her literally getting ready to move, he probably wasn&rsquo;t in a rush to tell her that he didn&rsquo;t see them as still dating. He&rsquo;s really got himself into something here, and we&rsquo;re all likely going to cringe when we see how it goes when everyone meets up again.</p><p>At any rate, it&rsquo;s a journey, not a destination. Though, to be fair, we certainly want to reach our destination with as few detours as possible. Hell, we still haven&rsquo;t gotten explicit confirmation on Will, yet. I feel like Alan Turing pushes us past the point of no return, but they still have to let him have his own moment, too. </p>
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Question: <p>Hey! Do you think the Duffers actually have said Robin is the only LGBTQIA+ Member in Stranger Things? I saw someone post about it and I&rsquo;m really upset the queerbaited everyone to believe Will Byers is apart of the LGBTQ.</p>
Answer: <p>I highly doubt it. That would be horrible PR to make such a statement. LGBT representation is largely seen as a positive these days. Even Disney refused to bow to pressure from some countries to remove gay characters from The Eternals. Things like queerbaiting and token gay characters would get more bad press than anything else. While I think Cancel Culture can go too far at times, it has caused powerful people in entertainment to be more conscientious in their decision making.</p><p>Regarding whoever is making this claim, all I have to say is:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="280" data-orig-width="498"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3e6887a2279eacdf0b698488cf3aa46d/2fbda3230f8b2554-24/s640x960/890622faef30ddcf8b218f457d32a482506a5a77.gif" data-orig-height="280" data-orig-width="498"/></figure></div><p>People who feel threatened by a gay Will, or gay representation in general, desperately want Robin to be a token gay. Frankly, their discomfort is proof that we still need more work on this issue.</p>
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Question: <p>HA, I knew you&rsquo;d like Iron Mam. It came from the soul..</p>
Answer: <p>Tony Stark is my spirit animal.</p>
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Question: <p>I love Iron Man</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m not sure where this came from, but so do I.</p>
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Question: <p>It could be a general feeling: third wheeling with Mike and El, and having El taking his place (not for real, ofc, just how he sees it) in the family and around Joyce, so the impression of being left alone. But that was already his storyline up in S3?</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, I know. That&rsquo;s what frustrates me about that entire angle. I take solace in reminding myself that these actors might give us tidbits, but they&rsquo;re not about to spoil anything for us. There&rsquo;s sure to be nuance that we&rsquo;re not getting through these interviews.</p>
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Question: <p>The leak is that El runs away and at that time Mike and Will have a fight </p>
Answer: <p>That by itself is just vague enough to almost qualify as a legitimate leak. By being so vague, it&rsquo;s easier to come true. This is more or less how horoscopes work.</p><p>It&rsquo;s not difficult to think that El might run away, especially if she thinks her presence is putting the Byers in danger. Of course, it could just as easily be staged to seem as if she ran away. How does she end up in custody, though? Nobody has ever bothered to try and connect any of these so-called leaks to what we&rsquo;ve actually seen.</p><p>Mike and Will fighting? If Mike is emotional, and Will sees himself as a third wheel, then it&rsquo;s possible. Still, it seems a pointless rehash of what happened in season 3. Why bother to show that they seem like they&rsquo;re on the same page again in the epilogue if they&rsquo;re just going to be out of step with each other again once they&rsquo;re together again? I can see there being some tension between them, largely due to Mike having trouble not being a hot mess and Will being insecure, but this ends up sounding like some CW teen drama. </p>
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Question: <p>You really don&rsquo;t think Noah may be referring to the fact that Will&rsquo;s getting jealous of El, not in relationships to Mike, but Joyce? We saw in the teaser that El has become a mini Joyce so they must have become pretty close. Or it could refer to both?</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;ve seen people argue that it has to do with how Will feels within his family, and I don&rsquo;t exactly disagree. It&rsquo;s just that it would be a very odd choice of phrase for that sort of situation. I&rsquo;m not sure I&rsquo;ve ever seen &ldquo;third wheel&rdquo; used in any other context than a third person hanging around a couple.</p><p>It&rsquo;s a weird situation, though, because, as far as I can tell, we literally only have those couple of sentences from Noah. There&rsquo;s no real elaboration on it. Unless there&rsquo;s an actual interview transcript, all I saw was snippets of things Noah said that the website chose to share.</p><p>I suppose it could be a more general &ldquo;third wheeling&rdquo; in that Will feels like the expendable member of the family/Party. The main issue I&rsquo;d take with that is that it&rsquo;s basically how he felt in season 3, only taken up another level. That feels weird to me after how season 3 ended. Obviously things have happened since then, but we&rsquo;re not going to see most of that. </p><p>It&rsquo;s clear that El and Joyce must be close. She&rsquo;s dressing similarly to Joyce, and she has similar hair, as well. It seems she may still be doing her chameleon routine, only now with Joyce. It&rsquo;s not terribly surprising. Max was the only person to ever encourage her to just &ldquo;try things on,&rdquo; and now she&rsquo;s separated from her. I imagine Max has too much going on for her to be able to keep encouraging El from afar. </p><p>It would be a real tragedy for Will if he had to start playing second fiddle to El in his own family. It might be more a perceived problem than a real one, though. El would naturally need a bit more attention that Will would, but Will also has a tendency to hide his problems. If he&rsquo;s feeling slighted, he may not say or do anything until things get out of hand.</p><p>He and El seem to get along well, as far as the teaser is willing to show us. They walk together in the school hallway, and Will seems pissed when someone (Jake?) shoots a spitball at El. He gives her a bit of a look when he opens the van door, but that strikes me as more of a playful &ldquo;no, of course you go first&rdquo; sibling sort of thing.</p><p>My guess would be, if anything, that Will will just see himself as the third wheel, even if that&rsquo;s not really what&rsquo;s going on. What he wouldn&rsquo;t realize, though, is that everyone around him would be wondering why he&rsquo;s shying away from interaction. I can see Jonathan getting frustrated by Will not wanting brotherly bonding anymore, only it&rsquo;s because Will thinks Jonathan would be better off spending time with El. He&rsquo;d probably also assume that Mike would want to spend most of his time with El, possibly leading to an increasingly exasperated Mike continually trying to get his attention.</p><p>Let&rsquo;s just keep in mind that any story will still have to due justice to all characters involved. Even if Will were to be a third wheel, it would be for some greater purpose. Still, I feel like this concern is being overblown.</p>
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Question: <p>I know where it&rsquo;s coming from : it&rsquo;s not Reddit (we may question their leaks but at least the people there seem pretty reasonable) but this person on twitter who knows some stuff (she mentioned things like the names Lenora Hills or Vecna before anyone else on social media) but she also trolls most of the time and she hates the pro Byler. "Will making it all about himself" was an invention of her.</p>
Answer: <p>I think I know who you&rsquo;re talking about, too. Shame that someone with so many people paying attention them would abuse that for petty reasons. Insecure people get their jollies by trolling.</p>
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Question: <p>&ldquo;It&rsquo;s not trolling&rdquo;</p><p>Source: trust me bro. </p>
Answer: <p>I really want to believe the best from people, but stuff like this makes it hard.</p><p>I actually got a chuckle out of this, which I sorely needed, so thank you.</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;m not trolling.... apparently it&rsquo;s from some of the leaks. </p>
Answer: <p>Come on, you all should know how I feel about those by now.</p><p>It would also be shitty writing. Will would really do something to make it about himself? And Mike would really yell at Will for wanting attention? It&rsquo;s like a rehash of season 3, which would make both of their character arcs, as well as the resolution, totally pointless.</p><p>I realize I&rsquo;m not in the best mood right now. Between the traffic (I just got home after a two hour drive) and being extremely hungry, I&rsquo;m not exactly looking at things in a positive manner. Apologies if I&rsquo;m coming off as an ass, but that whole idea seems like it would be bad for all people involved.</p>
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Question: <p>Actually... El is the one to run away and Mike yells at Will for making it about himself. </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m guessing this is a troll since you brought Will into it for no reason.</p><p>What we know about the roller rink scene is that El is there and something happens to upset her. All I did was combine that with &ldquo;emotional Mike&rdquo; to come up with a scenario.</p><p>It wouldn&rsquo;t be wise to troll me right now. This is some of the worst traffic I&rsquo;ve ever been in. My mood is not conducive to a productive conversation.</p>
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Question: <p>So in stranger universe&rsquo;s insta account they posted about how will Byers will be, &lsquo;third-wheeling&rsquo; m*leven and how they&rsquo;ll post a video about it. So I was like. &ldquo;Really?&rdquo; So I went to the YouTube account and turns out the video hadn&rsquo;t come out yet so I went to the description and checked out the sources they used and there was nothing about will third wheeling??????  Like am I stupid and missed something????? Cause after that I searched up, &ldquo;will third wheeling mike and eleven&rdquo; and nothing showed up which is strange because stuff like that would&rsquo;ve made the headlines right? Because with these kinds of things people love to write about m*leven in their articles.</p>
Answer: <p>Hi anon! </p><p><small>Just a preface: Byler&rsquo;s do not loose hope immediately after reading the ask  LOL</small></p><p>I just went to stranger universe&rsquo;s insta and saw the post:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="906" data-orig-width="1502"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fcebaa66de26262b1286ce17fe911438/f8415d7d7b8349e7-91/s640x960/e5075219fd6bb99f7573946901e6dbc2cb2a4e98.png" data-orig-height="906" data-orig-width="1502"/></figure></div><p>Here&rsquo;s the link to <a href="https://href.li/?https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-SVjAPXyGCA">the video</a>, which just premiered where I am.</p><p>So here is <a href="https://href.li/?https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&amp;redir_token=QUFFLUhqbXNxb0E0a2poVVBIbUxHd2lPUGQ2cEF3XzN6QXxBQ3Jtc0tsWjFyYlhENGtmVnAwZHNXSk5oem5qMldoeEpPNmJZMjFHZmk5RmZsMXBoRTVhLWhuZnNEeFNBcnpTWTIyZGdOR3VSbVBtcEdndFZCX0JUVkg3QzZYaWRab1lpZlRfSzZocWh2SXNlWW9Rb29Zam50dw&amp;q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cheatsheet.com%2Fentertainment%2Fstranger-things-will-byers-actor-noah-schnapp-teases-less-scary-season-4-storyline-plus-debuts-his-new-vegan-hazelnut-spread-exclusive.html%2F">the article </a>stranger universe uses to quote Noah saying Will is &ldquo;third wheeling&rdquo; : </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="128" data-orig-width="1574"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d95c173bc50ce9fcd889e67ee57f5238/f8415d7d7b8349e7-1b/s640x960/6cbc826f957d048f11c2e26815b4f44aff00abd2.png" data-orig-height="128" data-orig-width="1574"/></figure></div><p>It&rsquo;s from a magazine called J-14. I did some brief googling on the magazine and it&rsquo;s basically tabloids for teens with their main buyers being ages 11-19. So their credibility is&hellip;somewhat iffy. Tabloids use headlines to get attention, they aren&rsquo;t news reporters. I do think Noah talked to the magazine, because the things he said are in quotes, and it would be absolutely insane for a magazine to just fake quotes from an actor, and Noah&rsquo;s team/Netflix would absolutely take legal action soon if these quotes were fabricated. </p><p><b>It&rsquo;s very weird that stranger universe immediately jumps to &ldquo;oh he must be third wheeling Mike &amp; El&rdquo;, and makes me trust them less to be honest, because they are just assuming. <span class="npf_color_joey">Nowhere in the article does he specify, in quotes, that Will is third wheeling Mike &amp; El. </span> It only says that he is a third wheel. He didn&rsquo;t even hint to it being a romantic third wheel, which is interesting.</b> </p><p>And right after he makes the third wheel comment, he talks about how he has to adjust to <i>his &ldquo;new family&rdquo;</i> in a &ldquo;new environment&rdquo;. </p><p>El is now a part of the byers family, and Will now has another sibling. He isn&rsquo;t used to sharing Jonathan, or his mom with anyone else, and no doubt El is going to require a lot of attention because you know the government baddies are after her and all, and Will cares for El but it is still an adjustment for him to have to share his family members because he&rsquo;s never had to before. I&rsquo;m guessing he feels a little left out or un-attended to. </p><p><b>I think he&rsquo;s talking about third wheeling in his own family, not in a romantic, couple way. Especially because him mentioning adjusting to his new family in a new environment after he mentions third wheeling&hellip;</b></p><p>Thanks for the ask! Hope you&rsquo;re well xx</p>
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Question: <p>If ST4 comes out and it turns out it doesn't do anything with Byler (nothing overtly romantic, no confessions, just more of what we've seen in past seasons) do you think there would still be hope for it in ST5 even though that might be the final season?</p>
Answer: <p>I do think that they need to move towards making things more clear here. While it should be fairly obvious that there&rsquo;s something between them, as Dustin says in season 4, &ldquo;the world is full of obvious things that nobody, by any chance, ever observes.&rdquo; There is quite literally nothing but people&rsquo;s own self-imposed blinders preventing them from seeing that Mike and Will have something going on. </p><p>Unfortunately, it will still come off feeling forced if they make it a season 5 development. They need to move on it in season 4. The first step is to resolve Mike and El in a way that makes it clear that they won&rsquo;t get back together. I&rsquo;m not sure how possible that is, to be fair, but they need to try. They then have to keep building on the &ldquo;moments&rdquo; Mike and Will have, making them increasingly obvious. I&rsquo;d personally see it as Mike trying to be smooth, but Will completely missing the point because he&rsquo;s more or less trained himself to write off Mike&rsquo;s affection as just a friend thing (or he has his own gay panic).</p><p>But, yeah, my Doubt-O-Meter would spike if they didn&rsquo;t make things significantly more obvious.</p>
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Question: <p>It seems both Finn and Noah (looks like a coordinated message) are saying that there&rsquo;s one very funny storyline in S4 and they&rsquo;re part of it (stoned Jonathan and Argyle I guess), not necessarily that&rsquo;s all they&rsquo;re doing this season. Maybe they want to keep people invested after such a long hiatus because they know the general audience likes comedy.</p>
Answer: <p>I find that the best explanation I&rsquo;ve seen so far is from someone who suggested that the Pizza Party will essentially be this season&rsquo;s Scoops Troop. Their storyline has a lot of comic relief, but it&rsquo;s also serious and threatening in its own way. It&rsquo;s just that the real horror will be back in Hawkins. </p><p>I think it&rsquo;s possible that the California storyline will be more character-driven than plot-driven. The upside to this is that there&rsquo;s a lot of potential for character development, which is sorely needed here, particularly with Will, El, and Jonathan.</p>
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Question: <p>So I rewatched season 1&amp;2 and I remembered how incredibly great the show is. I also remembered that I am not over the mess that season 3 was yet and I am genuinely angry and worried that season 4 might be just as bad - because I have no idea how they can find a remedy after s3. Lazy writing, missed opportunities in storylines (Will&rsquo;s could have been done so, so much better), really bad dialogue and more. And I still hear people everywhere say it was the best season! How? I loved ST from the start and I really feel like they&rsquo;ve ruined it. The show lost authenticity, and I don&rsquo;t know how they plan on making s4 a follow up to this mess. Thoughts?</p>
Answer: <p>I think the lack of authenticity was the entire point of season 3. Just look at the ridiculously over the top Americana that was highlighted alongside a look at the corrupt politics and struggling local economy. Look at the couples the fans adored being portrayed as dysfunctional in one way or another. Look at how almost everyone is trying to portray something other than the truth for the entire season. It all fed into the idea that nobody was who they claimed to be, whether they were the heroes, the mayor, or the townspeople who were turned into thralls of the Mindflayer.</p><p>I think it went over the heads of a great deal of the audience, including my own at the time, but the &ldquo;bad&rdquo; elements of the season were likely intentional. Will being underutilized actually was sort of meta since he felt left behind and unwanted. Joyce obsessing over the magnets was likely an attempt on her part to avoid acknowledging her own grief, as well as possible guilt over being attracted to Hopper so soon after Bob&rsquo;s death. Lucas&rsquo; New Coke commercial is a sign that he&rsquo;s willing to go with what&rsquo;s cool over what he may actually think (which may well be his season 4 arc).</p><p>I think season 4 will largely involve these characters reconciling who they are with the larger world around them. Season 3 was stated to be largely inspired by puberty, which, as I&rsquo;ve posted before, comes with a lot of confusion over personal identity. Almost everyone, particularly the kids, in the season was concerned with putting on a performance of some kind. Dustin is largely immune to this, but only because he is perfectly content to be who he is. The rest need to figure all of this out. We&rsquo;ve already seen hints that Lucas may consider himself too cool to be associated with Dustin, but I imagine he&rsquo;s getting pressure to be &ldquo;cool&rdquo; or &ldquo;normal.&rdquo; Mike and Will have their own little gay adventure to go on. El has to determine who she is now that she can have something of a normal life. Erica has to reconcile her previous image with the realization that she&rsquo;s a nerd in her own right. Max has a lot of grief to deal with that she may be hiding since she tends to put out the image of tough tomboy. </p><p>Only time will tell, but I think season 3 will make a lot more sense in the long run. They perhaps got a bit too cute with it, but I can see what makes it good now.</p>
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Question: <p>The rumor is probably the cheerleader being killed (it&rsquo;s implied by some audition videos, and they all have been confirmed so far by the teasers) and we can guess other new characters will be the next victims. And its what leads somehow Nancy&amp;co to investigate the Creel house (but that is just a supposition).</p>
Answer: <p>Hm, well, there does need to be something that leads the crew to investigate the house. Still, a rumor is just a rumor until shown to be otherwise. Audition videos may or may not be valid sources. A lot can change between casting and filming, if the audition lines are even meaningful in the first place.</p>
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Question: <p>It looks to me like the man with white hair in the video has been injured in the explosion/fire and is being taken care of. Also, what&rsquo;s your interpretation of this scene? So far, the rumors have been about someone targeting people in Hawkins and killing them. We also had the picture of the burning car so maybe the murderer has the power to kill people by fire. But now, they target a random building? It seems the fire occurred at Melvald&rsquo;s that&rsquo;s out of business. Is it to show a progression and the threat becoming more and more menacing for Hawkins residents?</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t really deal in rumors. I can really only go by what we can see.</p><p>To me, it seems like the aftermath of something big. There&rsquo;s a lot of emergency responders present, as well as a news reporter and what looks like a military truck. I think it&rsquo;s possible that this is after the final battle. Of course, that would mean that the Pizza Party gets there very late. So maybe the final battle isn&rsquo;t the final battle.</p><p>I didn&rsquo;t really see the guy in white hair getting tended to, but he did seem to be interacting with the emergency responders.</p><p>Melvald&rsquo;s burning down is honestly the best possible outcome for that guy. At least now he can collect the insurance money. It would be hilarious if everything in season 4 ended up being a series of unconnected events that everyone felt was a coordinated effort.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 668478239995478016
Date: 2021-11-21 16:02:08 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/668478239995478016
Slug: sorry-i-replied-late-but-the-picture-of-els
Reblog key: Aq7Nzpiv
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Sorry, I replied late, but the picture of El&rsquo;s double (?) in the van where she looks like she has black jacket comes from a video from a pap on set: https://youtu.be/eusRw2T1GTQ</p><p>It also could be a big shirt, I&rsquo;m not really sure actually.</p>
Answer: <p>Ah, thank you for this. Yes, it definitely looks like a black/dark jacket of some kind. This doesn&rsquo;t really tell us much, but she does apparently wear more than the gray clothing we saw the body double wearing.</p><p>What stood out to me most here, though, is that we have both the El in the van, and the dummy on the stretcher that everyone was saying was El in the same shoot. You can see the van drive by as the stretcher is coming out.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/caf1b76dc1c55835dce10fce927ab511/6a645bf671b1d30a-ae/s640x960/ec7d8e38173047d8d1765acb9734bc16484a4346.png" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/434e8a8282e2305b7e3c56cccc59eccf/6a645bf671b1d30a-03/s640x960/c734c0675de006eee3633929a1ab2cc4bdd15bcf.png" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></div><p>She can&rsquo;t be both of them, and El&rsquo;s hair (assuming it wasn&rsquo;t cut) is longer in the teaser than the person on the stretcher. My guess is that the person on the stretcher is just some random casualty. </p><p>Also, the fact that the news is reporting there on the scene suggests that this is the aftermath of whatever happened. Either the Pizza Party shows up after everything happens, or people in Hawkins think they&rsquo;re out of the woods, but something else goes down while they&rsquo;re cleaning up.</p><p>I wonder who the guy in the suit with the white hair and glasses is. He seems like he&rsquo;s directing the emergency responders. The new mayor, maybe?</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 668336409562775552
Date: 2021-11-20 02:27:48 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/668336409562775552
Slug: okay-im-scared-do-you-think-mikes-gonna-die-this
Reblog key: 0TrASG6Z
Reblog url: https://willthecleric.tumblr.com/post/668336194762964992/okay-im-scared-do-you-think-mikes-gonna-die-this
Reblog name: willthecleric
Question: <p>okay im scared- do you think mike's gonna die this season?</p>
Answer: <p>I get your fear. :( Honestly, no. I really think Byler is endgame and can’t see the Duffers doing bury your gays. I think Mike will be fine in the end. Also, they did talk about Mike having a big emotional monologue near the end of the season. :)</p>
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Question: <p>But it&rsquo;s true that in a way, El is more vulnerable now than when she was Brenner&rsquo;s "pet" because she has people outside the lab she loves now, and just a possibility of them getting them hurt or killed is a powerful weapon to use against her.</p>
Answer: <p>Yes, and that could be why Mike and the Byers are in danger, but it&rsquo;s a very dangerous idea to use such methods on someone who could explode your brain.</p><p>If Brenner does such a thing, then his fate is sealed. It would only be a matter of time and who else he takes down with him.</p>
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Question: <p>I don&rsquo;t think Brenner would be afraid of El&rsquo;s powers because like in a mafia movie, he can always says they&rsquo;d hurt Mike or any of her friends if she doesn&rsquo;t do what he&rsquo;s asking</p>
Answer: <p>That would take some real planning and effort. I suppose that might be the whole deal with the military breaking into the Byers home, to be fair.</p><p>Such a threat would only work if he already had them, or could at least convince El of such. An empty threat to her, if she had powers, would end very badly.</p><p>If Brenner still doesn&rsquo;t fear El&rsquo;s powers, then he&rsquo;s as much a fool as he is a genius. </p>
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Question: <p>Why do you think they&rsquo;re all looking for El ( it seems nobody was actively searching her in S3)? To open/close the gate? But which one, btw? Maybe Sullivan wants to use her to find (or lure) Brenner who&rsquo;s his real target because he heard his men are preparing a coup (and doesn&rsquo;t realize the real threat is upside down effects behind it)?</p><p>But I have another question: we assume El gets her power back but so it means she&rsquo;ll visualize Hopper in Russia then?</p>
Answer: <p>Idk why they’d suddenly try to capture her again after Brenner obviously being alive this whole time and laying low. Has he just been tracking her movements the whole time, or when the Byers move do they start tracking her? It seems they’d capture her perhaps bc they want her as a test subject for the new project? Or because they know abt 001 now (but why didn’t they before)? Or have they just been waiting for an opportunity to kidnap her this whole time and saw a vulnerability bc they were more alone in Cali and she didn’t have her powers? </p><p>Also re: her powers, I’m thinking she gets them back late in the season, so it’s precisely that she doesn’t know he’s alive in Russia and shouldn’t be able to see him for most (or almost all?) of the season. Curious what makes her powers return though and if it’s slowly or suddenly all at once.</p>
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Question: <p>Actually, the Reddit "spoiler" was pretty boring, it was mainly about the architecture of Cali base/lab. They say Brenner is involved with this storyline but didn&rsquo;t specify how exactly (he may be detained there for all we know), just like the US military, something we already guess. Also, Nina is "a thing".</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m telling you guys, Reddit doesn&rsquo;t have any more real info than anyone else. I&rsquo;ll never understand why Reddit information seems to come off as more legit than other social media sources. </p><p>It sounds to me like they were doing some speculation based on analyses, which I can respect, though. That&rsquo;s more or less what I try to do when I have nothing to base any new psych posts on. We&rsquo;re all really just spitballing at this point. I at least have the decency to make it clear that my ideas are simply that. I guess that doesn&rsquo;t get hits, though.</p><p>Nina being a thing is a neat idea, but where are they getting this info? </p>
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Question: <p>A bit OOC from Joyce not to be suspicious of government&rsquo;s offers, she used to hate those guys for what they did to Will, but maybe she hadn&rsquo;t a choice?</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s a good point, but she might be more likely to trust Owens, at least. I just don&rsquo;t see how she could have afforded that house unless Hopper added her as a beneficiary to some life insurance policy he had. She lived in a small bungalow in rural Indiana while working as a clerk in a struggling (at least in season 3) general store. She had to have gotten money from somewhere.</p><p>Of course, in such a case, would she then have to pay it back when it turns out he&rsquo;s alive? Also, there&rsquo;d be a cruel twist to Hopper desperately wanting her to stay, only for her to use money from his &ldquo;death&rdquo; to move away. </p>
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Question: <p>I agree with you. Accounts leaking literally very specific details from the upcoming season that comes out NEXT YEAR is such a fucking weird thing. Those episodes haven&rsquo;t even been edited yet lol. So unless they have direct links to the script, no one&rsquo;s gonna risk their job like that. And if it were true, they would be contacting the person so they stop saying all this shit.</p>
Answer: <p>Scripts also go through several revisions, not to mention fake ones that may get circulated to try to mitigate leaks in the first place.</p><p>I maintain that the more detailed leaked information is, the more likely it is to be false. </p><p>There&rsquo;s also stuff they might be ok with fans finding out and stuff they aren&rsquo;t ok with. They know what they can and can&rsquo;t fully secure. The Byers living in a place called Lenora Hills? Yeah, there&rsquo;s bound to be set photos eventually on something like that. </p><p>I also wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised if some stuff got &ldquo;leaked&rdquo; on purpose, whether to throw people off or to just throw a bone or two to the community.</p><p>The large portion of this leak stuff, however, is just nothing but hot air. These people have one agenda, which is to get noticed. There&rsquo;s bound to be some things they get right, probably broad things, but that&rsquo;s it. Do you know how many fake &ldquo;scripts&rdquo; I&rsquo;ve seen over the past year and a half? It&rsquo;s sad.</p>
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Question: <p>Non Tumblr social media all assume it&rsquo;s related to El/a love confession for her. Which I&rsquo;m confused about because he already had a similar moment to that in Season 3 where he confessed her love for her but whatever. A few amount of people think it could be related to a death&hellip;or just so much shit happening that he breaks down (this one kinda makes sense to me). And a Twitter account who claims to have info and has leaked pretty much all of Season 4, (idk how you don&rsquo;t get in trouble if it&rsquo;s true or how you even get all that info) her name is swiftlynatalia, is saying it&rsquo;s not related to Will or Mike coming out when someone even dared to say it could be Will related. She&rsquo;s also saying that the Duffers are not hinting towards gay Mike whatsoever and Byler won&rsquo;t go in that direction at all. And that his monologue is for El. Now I don&rsquo;t know if her leaks are taken from someone else on Reddit or they&rsquo;re her own, but people on Twitter believe all she&rsquo;s saying about the season so it&rsquo;s very annoying cause Byler shippers can&rsquo;t even exist over there. She also reminds everyone every 3 days that Will won&rsquo;t have powers. Now some of the stuff she&rsquo;s said about the season could be seen in the trailers but idk I feel like that&rsquo;s easy to infer based on set pictures and casting calls and shit like, and even perhaps that tiny part of script that supposedly leaked earlier this year, which was like half a page. Major plot point are not that hard to foresee when you put all of that together. As for the rest of her very detailed leaks, idk man. But if they&rsquo;re true the season is full of Mileven and there&rsquo;s nothing for Byler. And they&rsquo;re very adamant about this.</p>
Answer: <p>A few points to respond to those types of accounts:</p><p>1) If the Duffers would make a show that predictable, then it would be just as bad as it deserves to be.</p><p>2) If security is so &ldquo;bad&rdquo; that people can learn basically everything, then maybe they need to re-examine whether what they have is real.</p><p>3) These same people probably have a lot of overlap with people who said Will just wasn&rsquo;t ready to grow up.</p><p>Seriously, how convenient it must be for a group of fans to find leaks that support what they already want. Big, but general, things like the Byers living in California are relatively easy to &ldquo;leak&rdquo; out, but important, detailed plot points? No show worth watching would be that easy to figure out.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t recall season 3 being &ldquo;leaked&rdquo; out like this, and it certainly wasn&rsquo;t the &ldquo;summer of love&rdquo; it was hyped up to be. The relationships were there, but they were all pretty bad. </p>
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Question: <p>El, Mike, Will, Hopper and Joyce are the deepest and more serious characters of the show, so I think the most emotional scenes will always be between them (even though they can occasionally surprise us like with Robin coming out). And the monologue was filmed towards the end of the production (in NM), so most likely when Mike was with Will and Jonathan, maybe El.</p>
Answer: <p>I do think Mike and Hopper need to have a moment where they respect each other. We might not see that this season, though.</p><p>There may have been some non-Cali scenes done here and there towards the end, but, yeah, most of it was Cali at that point. Plus, that&rsquo;s where Mike seems to spend most of his time this season. So, I agree that it&rsquo;s probably as you say here.</p><p>Lemme guess, though, non-Tumblr social media is already assuming it&rsquo;s a love confession to El?</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, mike wheeler

Post id: 668235647430049792
Date: 2021-11-18 23:46:14 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/668235647430049792
Slug: coming-out-to-his-mom-thats-been-teased-since
Reblog key: 3hzaRyW7
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Coming out to his mom? That's been teased since season one, and it's already hinted Karen knows. Nancy got a nice scene with her about chasing her dreams and fighting misogyny last season too. I wouldn't be surprised if Mike comes out to her first</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;d love to see that, but I&rsquo;m not sure it works. Cara Buono finished filming relatively early, and they said this scene was close to the end of filming. </p><p>Regardless, they deserve a mother-son moment.</p>
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Question: <p>I don't think it would be a "speech" to Jonathan. I think Jonathan is struggling and strung out, not helping Will and El with their struggles. And Mike has been clinging this whole time to the idea that at least Will has Jonathan to lean on, even if he doesn't have the Party. Finding out how alone he has really been could cause Mike to flip out and yell at Jonathan. Showing the audience how Will is his Berserk Button, even more than El, and making Jonathan fight back with his own criticism 1/2</p>
Answer: <blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>2/2 of Mileven, and how Mike is projecting his own guilt over the Summer of Love onto him. Or if they&rsquo;re having a proxy fight about the Jancy break up and how they &ldquo;never would have worked&rdquo; where it&rsquo;s obvious they&rsquo;re talking on some level about Byler. Mike is at his most emotionally volatile when his most repressed feelings are coming out, so that&rsquo;s what I&rsquo;m picturing. Not just a straight up sad scene but a real explosion of complicated feelings. It sounds great either way tbh. I&rsquo;m so excited!</p></blockquote><p>I don&rsquo;t think it&rsquo;s likely to be a speech to Jonathan, either. A monologue is, by definition, a long speech by one person. I can&rsquo;t see him going off on Jonathan without getting interrupted. The two of them might argue, but that&rsquo;s a dialogue. </p><p>Since it was mentioned in the article right along with Mike being emotional, I do expect it to be an emotional monologue. Knowing Mike, that will make it either a rant or a speech. He&rsquo;s either calling someone out on their BS (ironic) or pouring his heart out to someone. I wouldn&rsquo;t want this to be a big confession to Will, but only because it&rsquo;s something he really shouldn&rsquo;t be ready to do, yet. I suppose desperate times call for desperate measures, though.</p><p>Whatever it ends up being, I just hope it&rsquo;s handled well, and it doesn&rsquo;t come off as very predictable. I do like the idea that the papers he has in the teaser are a speech he wrote for someone. That does seem like a very Mike thing to do.</p><p>Imagine him making this big confession/breakup for El. It would still be a very emotional moment since he&rsquo;d no doubt be trying to reassure her that there&rsquo;s nothing wrong with her. It&rsquo;d be doubly emotional if it&rsquo;s because he realized he&rsquo;s gay.</p><p>I guess we&rsquo;ll see. Hopefully I survive this school year so I can experience it with you all. These kids will be the death of me.</p>
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Question: <p>The eulogy idea doesn't bother me, but I'm not convinced by it. I'm more thinking 1) Love confession to / about Will. 2) Confession / apology to El for the way he led her on. 3) Angry blow up at Jonathan, because Will is unhappy and he hasn't been there for him in Cali. 4) Desperation and fear, because Will's powers / trauma has been revealed and he's been taken away. IDK, I just feel like a death is too basic, and hasn't been built up to hit hard enough for Nancy or Karen. Not like Hop or Joyce</p>
Answer: <p>I wasn&rsquo;t trying to convince anyone with it. I was just thinking of alternate explanations to the more obvious possibilities. I&rsquo;d be happy with any of your ideas.</p>
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Question: <p>A eulogy for who?</p>
Answer: <p>Well, now that I&rsquo;ve probably pissed off every corner of the fandom&hellip;</p><p>I have no idea. I just wanted to throw out an idea that I legitimately had while stuck in some hellish traffic.</p><p>I was thinking of the possibilities of what an emotional Mike + a wonderfully acted monologue could bring. I came up with the following:</p><p>1) A love confession. </p><p>2) A gay realization.</p><p>3) A D&amp;D session.</p><p>4) A eulogy.</p><p>#1 seems to be what most people would probably expect, whether it be directed towards El or Will. Personally, I don&rsquo;t think they&rsquo;d mention it if it was something so expected.</p><p>#2 is possible, but who would he be talking to? Karen? Nancy? El? Will? Other Party members?</p><p>#3 can still be possible, but it wouldn&rsquo;t usually be something to bring up when talking about Mike being emotional. I suppose it could be something coded, or Mike finally giving Will the D&amp;D session he wanted so badly in season 3.</p><p>#4 popped into my head partially due to people being convinced that major characters will die. It wouldn&rsquo;t necessarily need to be a traditional eulogy in a church, but it could be. I seem to recall there being scenes reported as being filmed in a church and cemetery.</p><p>I know this hit people hard, judging by the reactions I got to it. My job isn&rsquo;t to tell you guys what you want to hear. Even as a counselor, my job wouldn&rsquo;t necessarily be to make you feel better, but to help you process difficult thoughts and emotions. </p><p>Who might Mike be eulogizing? It&rsquo;d need to be someone he was particularly close to, likely moreso than anyone else.</p><ul><li>El</li><li>Will</li><li>Karen</li><li>Nancy</li></ul><p>Those are my top candidates should Mike be giving a eulogy. Hopefully, it turns out to be none of them. Hopefully, it turns out to be a much more positive monologue.</p><p>However, we must always consider alternatives, as unpleasant as they may be.</p>
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Question: <p>they also said finn would have a lot of scenes with charlie maybe the monologue is one of them?</p>
Answer: <p>Maybe, but what would he be saying to Jonathan? I mean, they clearly will have a lot of scenes together since Mike is with him, Will, and Argyle (and El?) for a big chunk of the season. </p><p>It&rsquo;s been suggested to me that perhaps Mike writes out a big speech to someone, and that is what the papers he&rsquo;s holding in the teaser are. It&rsquo;s a very intriguing thought. It does strike me as a Mike Wheeler type of move. He&rsquo;s a writer, so it&rsquo;d make sense for him to write out a planned emotional moment.</p>
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Question: <p>A eulogy for who?</p>
Answer: <p>Well, now that I&rsquo;ve probably pissed off every corner of the fandom&hellip;</p><p>I have no idea. I just wanted to throw out an idea that I legitimately had while stuck in some hellish traffic.</p><p>I was thinking of the possibilities of what an emotional Mike + a wonderfully acted monologue could bring. I came up with the following:</p><p>1) A love confession. </p><p>2) A gay realization.</p><p>3) A D&amp;D session.</p><p>4) A eulogy.</p><p>#1 seems to be what most people would probably expect, whether it be directed towards El or Will. Personally, I don&rsquo;t think they&rsquo;d mention it if it was something so expected.</p><p>#2 is possible, but who would he be talking to? Karen? Nancy? El? Will? Other Party members?</p><p>#3 can still be possible, but it wouldn&rsquo;t usually be something to bring up when talking about Mike being emotional. I suppose it could be something coded, or Mike finally giving Will the D&amp;D session he wanted so badly in season 3.</p><p>#4 popped into my head partially due to people being convinced that major characters will die. It wouldn&rsquo;t necessarily need to be a traditional eulogy in a church, but it could be. I seem to recall there being scenes reported as being filmed in a church and cemetery.</p><p>I know this hit people hard, judging by the reactions I got to it. My job isn&rsquo;t to tell you guys what you want to hear. Even as a counselor, my job wouldn&rsquo;t necessarily be to make you feel better, but to help you process difficult thoughts and emotions. </p><p>Who might Mike be eulogizing? It&rsquo;d need to be someone he was particularly close to, likely moreso than anyone else.</p><ul><li>El</li><li>Will</li><li>Karen</li><li>Nancy</li></ul><p>Those are my top candidates should Mike be giving a eulogy. Hopefully, it turns out to be none of them. Hopefully, it turns out to be a much more positive monologue.</p><p>However, we must always consider alternatives, as unpleasant as they may be.</p>
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Question: <p>Reddit seems to suggest (they&rsquo;re now doing teasers for their spoiler announcements, lol) that Brenner is the one running the base in Cali. We&rsquo;ll see if that&rsquo;s what they really mean, but if so, Joyce has to be the most unlucky woman in the world! Because, after everything that happened to the Byers already, now she moved in this vast country to a small town that just happens to be close to where Brenner is operating, what an unfortunate coincidence &#128580;</p>
Answer: <p>Wow, Reddit users are getting a bit full of themselves, eh?</p><p>Brenner could be the one behind the base in California. I figure it has to be either him or Owens, or at least someone working for one of them.</p><p>Given that they&rsquo;re within a short drive of another secret government base, I expect we may see that it&rsquo;s no coincidence that Joyce found, and was able to afford, that nice looking house she moved her family into. I already was sort of wondering if Owens helped her relocate, but, if it&rsquo;s Brenner based out there, then perhaps he was pulling strings behind the scenes.</p><p>I mean, is nobody else wondering how Joyce was able to afford that place?</p>
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Question: <p>*virtual hug* thank u for uploading these</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t think I uploaded anything that hasn&rsquo;t already been around, but I&rsquo;ll take the free hug.</p>
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Question: <p>Well, twitter believes that they will use cgi and that's why she will be bald but I don't know</p>
Answer: <p>Twitter believes a lot of things.</p><p>So they&rsquo;ll use CGI to make her bald? That seems like a lot of special effects work for something practical effects could handle just as well. I could see them using CGI to alter individual scenes, though.</p><p>I guess it might be harder to convince her to cut her hair, though, especially now that she&rsquo;s a much bigger star.</p>
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Question: <p>Is it possible Will gets put in Penthurst and has his head shaved? I realize it's a long shot, but Hopper's wardrobe seems to be paralleling him to Will (who has a picture of a Hopper-like prisoner on his wall). Shaving El's head would be nothing new, but for Will it would be shocking, and communicate to the audience that he and his powers are as big a deal as El. S1 foreshadowing: "Could this be Lonnie's kid, with his head shaved?"</p>
Answer: <p>I think almost anything is possible at this point, but we have no evidence of that at the moment. </p><p>We need to be careful of not turning speculations into theories. Theories still require supporting evidence.</p><p>Yeah, we got stuff like the prisoner on Will&rsquo;s wall and him being mistaken for the shaved El in season 1. Those could have alternate explanations, though, many of which would be simpler. </p><p>If Will ends up in the hospital, then it would seemingly be near the end of the season. His body double was seen in Hawkins, and that&rsquo;s a drive that would take even a good car a good day and a half of non-stop driving. Given that they&rsquo;re driving a pizza delivery van, and probably do have to stop along the way, it&rsquo;s probably a trip of at least two full days. Add on that the trip probably starts on at least the third day of the season, then they&rsquo;re arriving in Hawkins at least halfway through Spring Break week.</p><p>I agree that El getting shaved again wouldn&rsquo;t be anything new. We do seem to have evidence that it happens, though. What remains to be seen is whether she is forcibly taken back in and experimented on, or if she does it herself to infiltrate a hospital.</p>
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Question: <p>But what if Will COULD just change the color of Jonathan's t-shirt? As in being able to, theoretically, of course. </p><p>I do think there's a fair chance they'll let him do something random (once or a few times bc he might need some time to find it's not a case of apophenia) in order to make Will (and the others) realize what he is capable of. </p><p>Don't you? </p><p>(In regards to another ask you've answered last week or something.) </p><p>Love your blog bc your posts are well written. </p>
Answer: <p>Hm, well, I imagine he&rsquo;d want to test out his powers in a harmless manner if he found out about them. Imagine if he did something like changing the color of someone&rsquo;s clothes. Argyle would probably think he&rsquo;s just really high.</p><p>Thank you for your kind words. I wish I had some fresh material to write some of my more detailed posts again, but it looks like I&rsquo;m waiting several more months.</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;ve seen some people say Will looks like he has bruises in one part of the trailer but I can&rsquo;t tell where, do you know which scene they&rsquo;re talking about?</p>
Answer: <p>I can&rsquo;t say I personally see it. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="421" data-orig-width="620"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fc6e8b5e2cc361a19e3dbd114588acfd/17fd54442ac8cba9-c6/s640x960/7da6add409dcb2f4c310066214e7c82072da61cb.png" data-orig-height="421" data-orig-width="620"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1280"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/061d1725c7146dbfdf9680bdf76a3dbd/17fd54442ac8cba9-5d/s640x960/d65f405f52c4ff96c3ebda22bbb5d7e54bfba382.jpg" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1280"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="315" data-orig-width="648"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/7eb20755f4240e08be14639d50574e77/17fd54442ac8cba9-cd/s640x960/6cf58446c493c8f52e4b0716b9773e638715707a.jpg" data-orig-height="315" data-orig-width="648"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="828" data-orig-width="828"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1d6144929ae85edd9884b9201a91a15e/17fd54442ac8cba9-e1/s640x960/0b32ab796fefc28db46e14693b0cc0e068ccec3f.png" data-orig-height="828" data-orig-width="828"/></figure></div><p>Personally, I&rsquo;d feel that&rsquo;s the sort of thing they&rsquo;d edit out of the teaser. While I wouldn&rsquo;t at all be surprised to see Will get bullied, and I can imagine him getting into fights, especially to stand up for El, I just don&rsquo;t think they&rsquo;d want to show that hand so soon. That&rsquo;s the sort of &ldquo;wham!&rdquo; moment that they&rsquo;d want to hit fans with.</p><p>People who do think they see it can feel free to point out where. Sometimes we see things when things are somewhat ambiguous. I&rsquo;m not sure I totally buy into the whole blushing thing in the movie scene from season 3, either. Yeah, it&rsquo;s possible, or it may have just been a trick of the makeup and lighting.</p>
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Question: <p>I found a clearer picture of Millie&rsquo;s double (?) and she doesn&rsquo;t seem to wear El&rsquo;s clothes from the teaser, it looks like she&rsquo;s a wearing a dark jacket or something like that. They may have found it somewhere ofc but I don&rsquo;t think she&rsquo;s dressed the same, contrary to Mike or Will.</p>
Answer: <p>I wouldn&rsquo;t mind getting that picture. I don&rsquo;t recall seeing one where she was wearing a jacket.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you have different pictures of Millie&rsquo;s double in the pizza van? I&rsquo;m trying to see what clothes she&rsquo;s wearing.</p>
Answer: <p>No, sorry, I don&rsquo;t. In fact, the only photo I have of any of the body doubles from the van is Will&rsquo;s. If there were others, I unfortunately never saw them. It would be helpful to see how the body doubles who is presumably El is dressed. I just have nothing to share regarding that. I haven&rsquo;t seen Jonathan, Argyle, or Mike&rsquo;s body doubles outside of the van, either. Fortunately, Mike is easily identifiable through his hair.</p><p>I generally do not scour the interwebs for set photos and whatnot. When I get involved in things like this, it&rsquo;s because I saw someone post about them and went to check it out myself.</p><p>If anyone does have any other photos related to the pizza van body doubles, feel free to reblog with them.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you have different pictures of Millie&rsquo;s double in the pizza van? I&rsquo;m trying to see what clothes she&rsquo;s wearing.</p>
Answer: <p>No, sorry, I don&rsquo;t. In fact, the only photo I have of any of the body doubles from the van is Will&rsquo;s. If there were others, I unfortunately never saw them. It would be helpful to see how the body doubles who is presumably El is dressed. I just have nothing to share regarding that. I haven&rsquo;t seen Jonathan, Argyle, or Mike&rsquo;s body doubles outside of the van, either. Fortunately, Mike is easily identifiable through his hair.</p><p>I generally do not scour the interwebs for set photos and whatnot. When I get involved in things like this, it&rsquo;s because I saw someone post about them and went to check it out myself.</p><p>If anyone does have any other photos related to the pizza van body doubles, feel free to reblog with them.</p>
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Question: <p>He&rsquo;s probably just flayed</p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s probably the most likely outcome, though it would be played out by now. The Mindflayer is a real one trick pony.</p><p>Of course, they might surprise us. I&rsquo;m fine with that as long as his bio wasn&rsquo;t a blatant lie. Supernatural stories still have to make sense within the rules they set down.</p>
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Question: <p>Can you post the description to peter ballad real quick? </p>
Answer: <p>&ldquo;a caring man who works as an orderly at a psychiatric hospital. Tired of the brutality he witnesses day after day, will Peter finally take a stand?&rdquo;</p><p>Source: <a href="https://href.li/?https://twitter.com/Stranger_Things/status/1329818190805872644?t=FRrzEQXY9UrXc64NM46ZLg&amp;s=19">Stranger Things Twitter</a></p>
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Question: <p>Can't it just be that maybe Peter's "kind orderly" persona is an act he's putting on when our group meets him and his true colors are revealed later? It's very possible that his bio was very carefully worded so as not to reveal too much.</p>
Answer: <p>Except it wasn&rsquo;t carefully worded. His bio is pretty explicit with no questionable content on the question of whether or not he&rsquo;ll take a stand.</p><p>Vicki&rsquo;s bio mentioned she catches the eye of one of the other characters, which can have multiple meanings.</p><p>Victor Creel&rsquo;s says that he&rsquo;s in the mental hospital for a murder, but never actually says he did it.</p><p>There&rsquo;s no real room for interpretation in Peter&rsquo;s. If they want to make him a villain without having lied, then he needs to either be acting against his will or duped into helping the wrong person.</p><p>I know that people are really into this idea of Peter being a villain, even if I don&rsquo;t understand it, but it really would require some very interesting mental gymnastics to reconcile it with his bio.</p>
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Question: <p>when do you predict they will start filming season 5? iirc they said they were going to film 4 and 5 back to back</p>
Answer: <p>I haven&rsquo;t the slightest idea. They didn&rsquo;t start filming season 4 until February of 2020, half a year after the release of season 3, and over a year after filming for season 3 wrapped in November of 2018. </p><p>If they followed this trend again, then filming for season 5 would begin just before the end of next year.</p><p>I suppose a lot of it will come down to what time of year they want to set it, though. </p><p>Do you have a source for them saying they were filming the seasons back to back? I don&rsquo;t recall hearing that. I haven&rsquo;t seen anything to suggest that they&rsquo;ll be filming again anytime soon.</p>
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Question: <p>I can&rsquo;t stop thinking about how peter in the new season is probably a nice guy but because of fake leaks people think he&rsquo;s the type of dude who sends kids into comas. </p>
Answer: <p>This whole Peter thing is probably my biggest sticking point in all of the leaks. Everything that I&rsquo;ve seen people say about him goes 100% against his character bio. There&rsquo;s a clear difference between careful misdirection and completely lying.</p><p>The only way I could see it work is if his kind heart gets him into a bad situation. I could potentially see him deciding to help some of the patients being abused in the mental hospital. One of these people could end up, ahem, repaying his kindness by putting him into their service. Maybe it could be an intimidating person who coerces him into compliance. Maybe it&rsquo;s a superpowered individual who compels him to act. </p><p>Hey, maybe Peter finds himself the latest host for the Mindflayer. That only gets hairy because this has already been done twice now with Will and Billy. Still, the Mindflayer can&rsquo;t physically act in the real world without a host, and I really don&rsquo;t see the Mindflayer being gone. In fact, Vecna may just be what the latest version of the Mindflayer is called.</p><p>In short, the only way I can see Peter being a villain is if he&rsquo;s acting against his will. The only problem is that they&rsquo;ve done that twice already.</p>
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Question: <p>Will centric anon here. I'm okay too, thanks and I'm glad you are as well. I didn't mean all about Will and no one else. My question was if you think Will won't be that important in the upcoming season (or in general) as we thought (Powers, upside down creation, it's his trauma etc.;&gt; His own, personal story line&lt;)  I hope it makes sense. xD</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s just hard to say, unfortunately. He&rsquo;s going to get a storyline of some kind, any hopefully it&rsquo;s more important to the plot than what we got in season 3. I still think his season 3 story was important to his character, in that he felt forgotten and alone, but it didn&rsquo;t really have a lot of impact on the overall story. I&rsquo;m hoping for more this time around.</p><p>As for powers, well, I&rsquo;m still theorizing that he has some connection to what&rsquo;s going on, be it by (unintentionally) causing it to happen or predicting that it will happen. I mean, there&rsquo;s not a lot of explanation for something like this&hellip;</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="726" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f8ab93300f33827af8f9420191b73c6f/34c7ca70ccaf1f09-65/s640x960/e769f6d1c26e5489ae17a06840839e5ded70a9e3.jpg" data-orig-height="726" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><p> &hellip;when we, the audience, know Hopper is a prisoner in a Russian military/research camp. Whether it&rsquo;s a background element or it is actually mentioned in the show, he drew a man looking like Hopper as a prisoner. Why? And what is that thing at his feet supposed to be? It almost looks like a D&amp;D halfling or something undoing his shackles.</p><p>As for other powers? Well, we haven&rsquo;t really seen him do anything other than sense the Mindflayer since season 1 where he was somehow able to elude the demogorgon and manipulate electronics from the Upside Down. He even managed to appear in front of Joyce for a split second at one point. However, none of that ever manifested again. </p><p>So, basically, I <i>feel </i>like he has powers, and I <i>feel </i>like he has some special connection to everything that is going on, but they seem to constantly shift the focus off of him. Whether that&rsquo;s intentional remains to be seen. The idea that he created the Upside Down as a place to hide away his trauma, only for it to breach into the real world, is a neat story to me, but we, as fans, have sort of expanded on his hinted trauma beyond what has been explicit in the show. We could be misinterpreting things, maybe by a little, maybe by a lot. We just don&rsquo;t know.</p>
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Question: <p>Hey, how's it going? My question: You don't expect or believe season 4  will be Will centric after all? </p>
Answer: <p>Hey, I&rsquo;m doing ok. I hope you are, as well.</p><p>I suppose it depends on what you mean by Will centric. I don&rsquo;t want things to be all about Will anymore than I want them to be all about El. I do want Will to turn out to be more than just some unlucky kid who found himself in the wrong place at the wrong time one night back in 1983. A lot of what&rsquo;s happened has been foreshadowed by movies he&rsquo;s seen, comics he&rsquo;s read, games he&rsquo;s played, etc. It&rsquo;s all a bit much just to be a narrative device.</p><p>We have to remember there are other characters out there. Just because I want Will to be important, it doesn&rsquo;t mean that everything will be about him. I have to go with what the evidence tells me, though, so things like the person in front of the burning car being Will just don&rsquo;t seem to be holding up. </p>
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Question: <p>I thought the 17 at the end was the return of the 17th from the beginning, but yes, practically, it shouldn&rsquo;t be repeated. Still, I think it&rsquo;s the date (that&rsquo;s how most countries write dates:day/month/year).</p>
Answer: <p>Yes, you&rsquo;re right, and those cancellation stamps would always include the date and location the mail went through the post office, anyway. It&rsquo;s another reason I wish I could read Russian.</p>
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Question: <p>Ok, ThingscouldbeST on twitter for instance</p>
Answer: <p>Ah, nice, thank you!</p><p>I never saw most of this. Those stamps do look like they could be the same as the ones on Joyce&rsquo;s package. The number on the ink stamps, 171285, would seemingly be a date, but why does it look like there is there another 17 at the end (17128517)?</p><p>I look through more of the photos and see a new (to me) phone number. 907-206-7700. The area code places it in Alaska, and apparently calling it had a message from Yuri advertising flights through the Arctic. I&rsquo;m embarrassed that I never knew about this, so I thank you for pointing this account out to me. This would almost certainly be how they get into Russia, as contrived as it is. Kamchatka is right across the Bering Sea.</p><p>The stuff in the packages was wrapped in Hawkins Post newspapers. If it&rsquo;s the same as what Joyce&rsquo;s is wrapped in, then it would suggest that somehow Hopper is sending messages to Joyce, but I can&rsquo;t imagine how he&rsquo;d get the newspaper. There&rsquo;s a word search where the letters E N Z O, and S are circled, which would probably be a clue to Joyce as to who sent it.</p><p>It&rsquo;s a shame I don&rsquo;t know Russian. It&rsquo;d be neat to know what everything on the packaging says.</p>
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Question: <p>I checked some&nbsp;fan accounts on twitter and instagram, they posted pictures.</p>
Answer: <p>Well don&rsquo;t be holding out on me. I saw a photo or two of the dolls at the time, but I don&rsquo;t think I ever saw the packaging or anything.</p>
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Question: <p>You may already have answered that, but how do you explain the difference between Will and Billy&rsquo;s possession? The MF asked Billy to kill  but it only used Will as a spy.</p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s a good question.</p><p>I think to answer it we have to consider what the Mindflayer had at its disposal at the time.</p><p>In season 2, it didn&rsquo;t seem able to cross into the real world despite the Gate being open. Since Will had the ability to cross in and out of the Upside Down, he was ostensibly a useful person for the Mindflayer to possess. He essentially needed an avatar in the real world to really be able to do what he needed to do. It&rsquo;s a bit odd, though, as he apparently had some influence on what was happening in the real world already. The propagation of the demodogs and the creation of the tunnels were supposedly part of his plan. Most of this had already started happening before Will was even possessed, suggesting he wasn&rsquo;t really lacking in ability to put his plan into action. What exactly he gained from possessing Will might be the better question.</p><p>Will isn&rsquo;t physically impressive, and he was not a willing pawn. He attempted to resist the Mindflayer, and ultimately was able to send a critical message that brought him down. I suppose Will would be a less obvious threat, giving the Mindflayer eyes and hands that could stay out of notice. Demodogs would stick out like a sore thumb. Maybe Will was the only one it could get to since he was shifting in and out of the Upside Down. The Mindflayer may also be limited by the willingness of its host. With Will being a sweet kid, it may have been harder to compel him to commit terrible acts, at least at first. Just watch how Will reacts in horror and guilt after the soldiers are sent in to be slaughtered. The Mindflayer may have needed to use a lighter touch until it had a fuller control of Will&rsquo;s mind.</p><p>I have a feeling the Mindflayer&rsquo;s plans in season 2 were also meant to be more insidious and covert. It was like a chess game, and he was carefully playing his strategy, waiting for the right moment. Once season 3 came around, the Mindflayer may have known that he couldn&rsquo;t risk that anymore. There was a threat to it that it hadn&rsquo;t anticipated: El. I can&rsquo;t say I know how it didn&rsquo;t know about her. If it&rsquo;s connected to the demodogs, then wouldn&rsquo;t it also be connected to demogorgons? Maybe it thought El was dead, too?</p><p>So, the Mindflayer needed a new pawn, one that would be both more capable in combat and more willing to serve. Billy would fit the role, as he already possessed a lot of pent up anger and a physically superior body. While the plan in season 3 was still somewhat covert, the Mindflayer was far more brazen. He was using Billy to capture and assimilate townsperson after townsperson. The goal now was seemingly to overpower El and assimilate her, taking away the Mindflayer&rsquo;s biggest threat, while simultaneously giving him even more power. A far more aggressive plan required a more aggressive pawn.</p><p>It&rsquo;ll be interesting to see what happens in season 4, and if there&rsquo;s another pawn of the Mindflayer. There&rsquo;s no reason to think the Mindflayer is dead. It never fully crossed into the real world to begin with. The monster in season 3 was created by the remnant of the Mindflayer that was in Will and stuck in the real world after the Gate was closed. The Mindflayer himself should still be in the Upside Down, most likely plotting his next move. </p><p>I still like the idea of Will being important because he unknowingly created everything, though. Will was special way back in season 1 when he wasn&rsquo;t killed even after being captured. Everyone who fell victim to the demogorgon was horribly killed, but Will was simply captured and cocooned. We didn&rsquo;t know of the Mindflayer at that point, but he was ostensibly there, pulling strings. Did he know something about Will that we didn&rsquo;t even then? The demogorgon stalked Will, despite him not even bleeding, and had him cornered in the shed, but seemed more interested in capturing than killing him. Why? </p>
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Question: <p>It&rsquo;s not about Will but I checked the package sent to fans (I don&rsquo;t know if you remember that) and while it looks similar to the one Joyce opens in the teaser, it&rsquo;s also substantially different: the doll are matryoshka, unlike the porcelain doll Joyce holds, and the date stamp is 17th December 1985. Could it mean that Joyce has been receiving stuff from Russia for months?</p>
Answer: <p>I do remember that. It&rsquo;s a shame that we here on Tumblr don&rsquo;t have enough of a footprint to get that sort of treatment from the show. I&rsquo;d have loved one of those.</p><p>Yeah, I did get informed that the dolls sent to fans were matryoshka dolls. Joyce&rsquo;s is a bit different, but the fact that dolls were sent to both fans and Joyce still make a connection. Perhaps, like matryoshka dolls, there&rsquo;s something inside Joyce&rsquo;s. </p><p>December 17th, 1985 was on the stamps on the packages sent to fans? Do you have a source for this. That would be interesting. </p><p>I can&rsquo;t even begin to speculate as to what it might mean, but I&rsquo;d have to think that date has some significance. Maybe something happens on that date which sets up the events of the season. We might see it in a sort of prologue. If Joyce has been receiving packages from Russia for months, then it would create some suspicion, especially since nobody there should know her new address. I don&rsquo;t even know how she could&rsquo;ve gotten the one in the teaser if it really does come directly from Russia.</p>
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Question: <p>You may already have answered that, but how do you explain the difference between Will and Billy&rsquo;s possession? The MF asked Billy to kill  but it only used Will as a spy.</p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s a good question.</p><p>I think to answer it we have to consider what the Mindflayer had at its disposal at the time.</p><p>In season 2, it didn&rsquo;t seem able to cross into the real world despite the Gate being open. Since Will had the ability to cross in and out of the Upside Down, he was ostensibly a useful person for the Mindflayer to possess. He essentially needed an avatar in the real world to really be able to do what he needed to do. It&rsquo;s a bit odd, though, as he apparently had some influence on what was happening in the real world already. The propagation of the demodogs and the creation of the tunnels were supposedly part of his plan. Most of this had already started happening before Will was even possessed, suggesting he wasn&rsquo;t really lacking in ability to put his plan into action. What exactly he gained from possessing Will might be the better question.</p><p>Will isn&rsquo;t physically impressive, and he was not a willing pawn. He attempted to resist the Mindflayer, and ultimately was able to send a critical message that brought him down. I suppose Will would be a less obvious threat, giving the Mindflayer eyes and hands that could stay out of notice. Demodogs would stick out like a sore thumb. Maybe Will was the only one it could get to since he was shifting in and out of the Upside Down. The Mindflayer may also be limited by the willingness of its host. With Will being a sweet kid, it may have been harder to compel him to commit terrible acts, at least at first. Just watch how Will reacts in horror and guilt after the soldiers are sent in to be slaughtered. The Mindflayer may have needed to use a lighter touch until it had a fuller control of Will&rsquo;s mind.</p><p>I have a feeling the Mindflayer&rsquo;s plans in season 2 were also meant to be more insidious and covert. It was like a chess game, and he was carefully playing his strategy, waiting for the right moment. Once season 3 came around, the Mindflayer may have known that he couldn&rsquo;t risk that anymore. There was a threat to it that it hadn&rsquo;t anticipated: El. I can&rsquo;t say I know how it didn&rsquo;t know about her. If it&rsquo;s connected to the demodogs, then wouldn&rsquo;t it also be connected to demogorgons? Maybe it thought El was dead, too?</p><p>So, the Mindflayer needed a new pawn, one that would be both more capable in combat and more willing to serve. Billy would fit the role, as he already possessed a lot of pent up anger and a physically superior body. While the plan in season 3 was still somewhat covert, the Mindflayer was far more brazen. He was using Billy to capture and assimilate townsperson after townsperson. The goal now was seemingly to overpower El and assimilate her, taking away the Mindflayer&rsquo;s biggest threat, while simultaneously giving him even more power. A far more aggressive plan required a more aggressive pawn.</p><p>It&rsquo;ll be interesting to see what happens in season 4, and if there&rsquo;s another pawn of the Mindflayer. There&rsquo;s no reason to think the Mindflayer is dead. It never fully crossed into the real world to begin with. The monster in season 3 was created by the remnant of the Mindflayer that was in Will and stuck in the real world after the Gate was closed. The Mindflayer himself should still be in the Upside Down, most likely plotting his next move. </p><p>I still like the idea of Will being important because he unknowingly created everything, though. Will was special way back in season 1 when he wasn&rsquo;t killed even after being captured. Everyone who fell victim to the demogorgon was horribly killed, but Will was simply captured and cocooned. We didn&rsquo;t know of the Mindflayer at that point, but he was ostensibly there, pulling strings. Did he know something about Will that we didn&rsquo;t even then? The demogorgon stalked Will, despite him not even bleeding, and had him cornered in the shed, but seemed more interested in capturing than killing him. Why? </p>
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Question: <p>Unpopular opinion (maybe)</p><p>But I rather have Steve die than Dustin :/</p>
Answer: <p>Why exactly do either of them need to die? Are we really just so used to shows like The Walking Dead and Game of Thrones that we expect these kinds of heart wrenching deaths every season?</p>
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Question: <p>Maybe the resistance to the Vecna theory is if it&rsquo;s a person (001) instead of a complex, Lovecraftian entity like the MF, and this person hasn&rsquo;t been developed in the previous seasons, it looks like a deus (or villain!) ex machina? And so everything coming down to a 001 vs 011 battle, like in a basic action hero movie, is a bit cliche. But it can&rsquo;t be that simple, especially since it isn&rsquo;t the last season.</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah I don’t think it can be that simple. And 001 as a villian makes sense, imo, but they need to explain how vecna relates back to the mind flayer and upside down bc it’s true it feels like hints haven’t been dropped abt it. so I get if there’s criticism that’s like how does it all relate back to previous seasons and is it like a (villian) ex machina—like why haven’t we heard of it before? I think it all depends on how they link vecna (and it’s curse) into previous seasons and we also get something abt why it’s so impt for the end of the show/its last season </p>
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Question: <p>The real question: At the end of season one...did Dustin really fart? Was it Johnathan? </p><p><br></p><p>WAS IT YOU?</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m afraid my fart logs only go back to 2018, so I have no record of any gas being passed that day.</p>
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Question: <p>Whats the DID thing? (In case anon meant Dungeons and Dragons then yeah, I'm positive Will's powers are connected to the game)</p>
Answer: <p>The DID theory is the idea that someone (generally Will) has Dissociative Identity Disorder, but that it is manifesting in a way that is impacting the plot. It&rsquo;s not my theory, so I don&rsquo;t want to get too much into details.</p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a>  and <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MRvvmp-_RCb0sq4asw2qXwg">@strangertheory</a> both have their own takes on it, and are basically the two masterminds behind the concept. I&rsquo;d suggest checking out their blogs for details, unless they&rsquo;d like to share them here.</p>
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Question: <p>There&rsquo;s a lot of speculation about who is standing in front of the explosion in 004, but I&rsquo;m way more curious about who is sitting behind El in that van. If you look over her left shoulder in that shot of her looking sad in the back of the van, there&rsquo;s someone else behind her wearing a nearly identical flannel to hers. Do you have any ideas about who that might be or what their role in the story could be?</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m pretty sure that&rsquo;s her reflection.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 667752975930998784
Date: 2021-11-13 15:54:22 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/667752975930998784
Slug: sorry-i-was-trying-to-say-the-picture-of-bald-el
Reblog key: EUEOcYYb
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Sorry, I was trying to say the picture of bald El in the lab from 002 is probably a flashback.</p>
Answer: <p>Were it not for the presence of her body double being bald by the time they get to Hawkins, I may be inclined to agree.</p><p>I suppose it could be both.</p>
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Question: <p>You can see a plane coming from the Russian facility on that "map" that was posted on ST Day, so that's probably how Hopper gets back to Hawkins.</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you for this. I honestly didn&rsquo;t look closely at the &ldquo;map&rdquo; because of how angry I was that it wasn&rsquo;t really a map at all. I&rsquo;ll take a closer look at it and see if there&rsquo;s anything worth mentioning.</p><p>You know it&rsquo;s weird when, on a show involving superpowers and monsters, that I draw the line at people sneaking out of a hostile country on a plane.</p><p>The amount of planning something like that would take&hellip;</p><p>I just can&rsquo;t see it happening in the timeline of a single season AND with them getting back in time to interact with the rest of the plot.</p><p>If that does happen, then you&rsquo;d also have to account for the time it&rsquo;d take for Joyce (and Murray?) to get there. I&rsquo;m told there were wardrobes for both of them during the filming for those scenes. Would they really have Joyce leave before the beginning of the events of the season? Is that why Argyle has to drive the kids to school on the day before Spring Break? Is the doll arriving part of the prologue?</p><p>Maybe I&rsquo;m just overthinking things.</p>
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Question: <p>Shaved El was from 002 and it really looked like the whole thing was a flashback and anyway, it wasn&rsquo;t filmed in NM. It doesn&rsquo;t mean she&rsquo;s not bald again in 1986 but I don&rsquo;t think this picture belongs to the Cali plot.</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t like to rely on set photos, but there&rsquo;s also this.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="547" data-orig-width="828"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/14698573270c8d85f9948731b10a2d77/56521c5712ea20ec-25/s640x960/f65be77c9b9865a88a47842ccf95c295543eb30a.jpg" data-orig-height="547" data-orig-width="828"/></figure></div><p>This is the Surfer Boy Pizza van driving through Hawkins with body doubles inside. Of course, the phone number is different, which bugs me. Perhaps they couldn&rsquo;t use the current one yet, but it&rsquo;s unlikely to matter. If they&rsquo;re using body doubles, then there&rsquo;s unlikely to be a clear, close up shot in the actual show. </p><p>Not that I wouldn&rsquo;t put it past them to film a fake scene using body doubles, but if we start getting into that, this whole thing gets messy.</p>
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Question: <p>Any chance you're a little more positive about the DID thing these days?</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m as positive on it as I&rsquo;ve ever been.</p><p>I think it&rsquo;s interesting, and that it has potential. It would certainly be a better story than &ldquo;evil monster must be stopped!&rdquo; or &ldquo;superpowered experiment has gone insane and must be stopped!&rdquo;</p><p>It has a chance, but it&rsquo;s just missing a nice, big piece of primary evidence. Everything so far is circumstantial, open to interpretation. </p><p>I just hope that Will ends up being somehow special and not just a poor kid that was in the wrong place at the wrong time.</p>
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Question: <p>Pretty sure Finn was just talking about the tone of ST4.</p>
Answer: <p>Then he&rsquo;s more or less described every season, really. I&rsquo;m always happy for some comic relief, though. </p><p>Just please, oh please, give me Robin and Nancy as a sort of buddy cop duo. Let them bond by making jokes about Steve even though they both actually appreciate this new version of him platonically.</p>
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Question: <p>Damn, Finn just said in recent interview that S4 will be full blown comedy and pure horror, but no sci-fi. I hope he&rsquo;s just talking about his storyline (but it involves Will too?) because sci fi mystery is what made S1&amp;2 great, imo. Is this a reason to worry?</p>
Answer: <p>It really depends on how one defines sci-fi. Honestly, Stranger Things has always been far more horror than sci-fi. There&rsquo;s always been comedic elements, as well.</p><p>One should also take into account that Noah said it was romantic, as well. We&rsquo;re hearing different things from different people. This is their own opinion of things, not an official statement. They may not even be telling the truth. What does Finn even consider to be sci-fi?</p><p>I wouldn&rsquo;t worry. I&rsquo;d honestly like to see them bring in some more iconic 80s genres and tropes, anyway.</p>
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Question: <p>Why would Joyce send her to school? I know she is intelligent but intelligence doesn&rsquo;t evolve around school subjects which she is behind on plus she has only met a few people in her life.</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s a curious thing. I did wonder as to what extent Brenner educated her, as she did seem to have some existing knowledge and problem solving skills. Her biggest weaknesses are her productive language skills and her cultural knowledge. Her language could easily be the result of her upbringing, but could also have been impacted by severe emotional trauma. Her lack of knowledge (like not understanding the feeling of being on a roller coaster) is also due to her isolated upbringing. </p><p>I imagine that she needs a lot of help to bridge the gaps, but, speaking as an educator, kids already demonstrate a wide range of both knowledge and effort. I have 5th graders who can barely read. If El struggles in school, it could be handwaved away by any number of factors in-universe. </p><p>It would still be a huge adjustment, which may be part of El mentioning having adapted. It would have been interesting to see El&rsquo;s first day of school, but, barring a flashback, I doubt that&rsquo;s going to happen. I can only imagine how much work Joyce, Jonathan, and Will would need to put in to try and help her digest so much new information, both educational and social.</p><p>Still, she <i>needs </i>this. After spending her entire life hidden away and abused, she&rsquo;s finally getting an opportunity at a normal life. It certainly gets complicated by all the things she can&rsquo;t tell anyone, and hopefully she understands that, but she&rsquo;ll never grow if she is kept hidden. Unfortunately, some growth is painful, as she&rsquo;ll find out with the bullies.</p>
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Question: <p>I think it&rsquo;s not fair to Joyce to have her immediately (first episode apparently) involved in the Hopper&rsquo;s storyline. They could have shown us how she settled in her new life, with El, why she chose Cali, etc., and not right away obsessing over saving Hopper.</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, we might get more of her in Cali. I only suggest she leaves early because of just how little of her we see in the teaser. A shot of her with El would&rsquo;ve been nice, or even a family dinner. I just can&rsquo;t shake the feeling that there&rsquo;s a reason we barely got to see her.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi! Do you really think the Mike "closet" hints are intentional? Do you think directors that are (probably) not part of the LGBTQ+ community will even think that a closet could have any other meaning than just be an actual closet? Like, Mike is on his bed, there's a closet in his room, it happens to be in the shot. And in season 3 El was emptying the closet when Mike came to talk to her, that's why there were standing in front of it. For instance Will's queerness is undeniable now, it has been clearly hinted at many times - without referring to closets. But for Mike, I don't see any actual hints, other than the way he seems to care about Will. Anyway I guess I just I wanted your opinion about the closet hints (same goes for the Mike "rainbow" hints: an actual rainbow hint would be "a rainbow ship, you called it... I was so proud", not whatever rainbow imagery is hidden in the background when Mike is on screen...). Sorry that was a bit long! You're my favorite Byler blog by the way :)</p>
Answer: <p>Well, thank you. I can&rsquo;t say I want anyone playing favorites, but I appreciate that you enjoy my blog.</p><p>Yes, I feel like the closet thing is intentional. It&rsquo;s one of many things with Mike that, when taken by itself, basically means nothing, but when you combine everything together&hellip;</p><p>Let&rsquo;s just say that I can&rsquo;t imagine that they framed that shot of Mike with the arrow pointing at his closet prominently featured by accident. There&rsquo;s no doubt people on set who know that fans are speculating about Mike being gay. If it isn&rsquo;t meant to be a hint, then someone should have been all &ldquo;Hey, guys, should we have an arrow pointing at the closet here? Wouldn&rsquo;t it send the wrong message?&rdquo; One of the last times we saw Mike was in front of a different closet as he helped El get the bear off the top shelf. It&rsquo;s the now infamous scene where he did not respond to, or appear to even enjoy, El&rsquo;s love declaration and kiss. He even looked confused and shook his head as if trying to rid himself of an upsetting thought.</p><p>I actually think there&rsquo;s more to say Mike is gay than Will. It&rsquo;s just that Mike&rsquo;s evidence is far more subtle compared to Will&rsquo;s. With Will, we get a huge anvil on our heads now and then. With Mike, it&rsquo;s just loads and loads of subtext and background hints.</p><p>I&rsquo;d suggest you read my post on Mike being gay.  <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/625900653239255040/why-do-you-lie-a-look-at-a-gay-mike-wheeler">Check it out here if you haven&rsquo;t already</a>.</p><p>Mike has, in my opinion, been struggling with these feelings for a while. It&rsquo;s been harder for him to realize what it all meant, though, between El conveniently being emotional cover (he still cares for her, though) and nobody bullying him for being gay like they do Will. Will has a reason to at least question that about himself, but not Mike. I do think that this realization point had come, though, based on Mike&rsquo;s reaction to the Byers moving away. I don&rsquo;t know that he&rsquo;s anywhere close to acceptance, yet, but, based on how they showed him looking wistfully back at the house before biking home the numbly going to hug his mom (calling back to Will&rsquo;s body being found), I get the impression that his epilogue behavior was primarily due to Will leaving.</p>
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Question: <p>Can you please get over the misogynistic "women who are in relationships can't have careers or be independent" thing, it's tired.</p>
Answer: <p>Haha. You must of pulled a muscle making that stretch. Really putting words in my mouth.</p><p>Like I didn&rsquo;t cross tag either ship either&hellip; and frankly I was super nice in that <a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/667641775635234816/jonathan-x-nancy-or-nancy-x-steve">comment</a> and didn&rsquo;t even mention either ships issues. I literally was asked if i shipped st*ncy or j*ncy and said &ldquo;<b> I respectfully don&rsquo;t ship either and prefer nancy single&rdquo;.</b> Like broo you guys get mad at everything 🤣</p><p>I&rsquo;ve explained before why I don&rsquo;t ship them&hellip; how is it misogynistic to say I&rsquo;m not a fan of j*ncy because of the whole st*lking fiasco? I said I prefer nancy pursuing journalism- because in s3 people said she&rsquo;s was &ldquo;stupid &rdquo; and &ldquo;crazy&rdquo; for her stories. Aka in st- being stupid/crazy = love. So Nancy&rsquo;s true love is journalism. This phrase has never been shown in the context of Nancy&rsquo;s bfs. Every season involves her being a nancy drew of sorts. She literally wears a ring that represents being single&hellip; </p><p>Like ship what you want . But yall need to chill if someone doesn&rsquo;t ship what you do. They literally parallel <a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/653679601839652864/the-kids-teens-echo-their-parents-problematic">j*ncy to joyce/lonnie</a> in s3. And st*ncy to ted/karen in s1-2 so no&hellip; I just am not a fan of either Nancy ship tbh. But again do you. </p><p>Like yes , you can have a career  and be independent and date . Me preferring Nancy single - literally has nothing to do with the  assumptions you made. </p>
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Question: <p>I start to wonder if the doll scene isn&rsquo;t a flashback (the first clue Joyce has Hopper is alive) and she&rsquo;s already brainstorming with Murray in the first episode? But then you have El making her project about Hopper, she still seems to think he&rsquo;s dead&hellip;</p>
Answer: <p>I feel like it’s prob not a flashback and instead that Joyce gets that package 📦 early, like ep 1 and then Murray is also getting info and they’re in communication and then maybe he comes out to Cali in ep 2 or ep 3 and they leave in ep 3. But right good point about El—I mean I don’t think Joyce and Murray or anyone else who knows (Jonathan?) would remotely tell her in case it turns out to not be true. They’d want to protect her until they know for sure and can get him. I still wonder tho also what if Murray comes over when only Joyce is there and the whole thing is kinda kept a secret. Really want to know want Jonathan and Will know (I’m assuming Mike arrives after Joyce and Murray leave, but if not, wonder what he knows abt her trip too). </p>
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Question: <p>It seems Murray was in the Byers house in the teaser. So it means a Murray-Jonathan reunion? Could be awkward with Joyce and Will there if he starts cracking jokes :) (I think El is too innocent to understand them). But I guess he&rsquo;ll be in serious mood this time.</p>
Answer: <p>Oh whoa I didn’t notice Murray was in the Byers house, but yeah that seems to match up with the paint color and then all the Byers plaid™️ in the right corner lol: </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="740" data-orig-width="1466"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c7234599898e0eb1cc50138a10fd32cc/50c6fd95efb6615f-1d/s640x960/746ba4fdda179ffc66244358263c2b3709885460.jpg" data-orig-height="740" data-orig-width="1466"/></figure></div><p>Hmm so that kinda could change a few ideas about how Joyce leaving happens—like if Murray is there, they would leave direct from Cali together and must tell them all she’s going somewhere at least with him. I still wonder—how much do Jonathan, Will, and El know about where they are going? I imagine Joyce wouldn’t want to get El’s hopes up abt Hopper and would she want Jonathan and Will to know the extent of the danger the trip she’s about to take really is or does she tell them both where she’s going? And does she call in protection for them before she leaves?</p>
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Question: <p>I don&rsquo;t think Brenner cares for Will to be quite honest with you. Seems like he&rsquo;ll be to the side a bit this season. </p>
Answer: <p>Brenner knew what really happened to Will in season one, which is why he created the dummy to get Joyce to stop sniffing around. He probably also knows about Will&rsquo;s ordeal in season 2 if he still has connections with the Lab. </p><p>He may be very interested to see if there&rsquo;s anything about Will that could be useful to him. He&rsquo;d still be prioritizing El, but I wouldn&rsquo;t put it past him to make an attempt on Will.</p><p>If it&rsquo;s actually Col. Sullivan&rsquo;s men, then they may just be trying to kill anyone with a connection to the Upside Down. His character bio suggests he&rsquo;s willing to do anything to stop it for good.</p>
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Question: <p>The Vecna leak is not garbage when you have legit info all over it that can get somebody in trouble. Stan Peter Ballard. </p>
Answer: <p>And here I thought the Cult of Vecna only existed in the world of Dungeons &amp; Dragons.</p>
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Question: <p>Yeah that&rsquo;s true that he would want them out of the way. El does get arrested for beating up Angela tho, so I think maybe Owens sends one his men to go get her to protect her from Brenner. Plus rumors are going around that Brenner is the one to open that door in the desert from the 004 teaser but you didn&rsquo;t hear that from me &#129319;</p>
Answer: <p>Don&rsquo;t be coming into my Askbox with these sorts of assertions without providing evidence.</p><p>Unless Angela&rsquo;s dad is the mayor or chief of police (that&rsquo;d be ironic), it&rsquo;s more likely El would just get pulled off her and thrown out. </p>
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Question: <p>do you think there's any possibility at all that the episode title about vecna might be a completely intentional mislead? i know people are discussing how episode titles can change between the announcement and release but just thinking about if the vecna leak WAS real, and how there's no way they wouldn't be aware of that it just seems kind of unbelievable to me that they'd throw the episode title out there regardless. to me it almost feels like a joke. one can only hope i guess lol</p>
Answer: <p>We do know that episode titles are subject to change. Some of them change because of writing changes (The Lost Brother becomes The Lost Sister, for example). Others may simply be placeholders for episode titles that they don&rsquo;t want to let out just yet. </p><p>A lot of the episode titles that got changed were rather simple in comparison to others: &ldquo;The Birthday&rdquo; &ldquo;The Brain&rdquo; &ldquo;The Storm&rdquo; for example.</p><p>That suggests to me that the most likely ones to change are The Dive and The Piggyback.</p><p>Vecna&rsquo;s Curse is fairly specific and suggestive. Yeah, I suppose that it could just be a codename for the actual villain that they intentionally let out, but it also fits very neatly into Dustin&rsquo;s tendency to relate everything to D&amp;D.</p><p>My hope regarding the Vecna thing is that the name is real, but the rest of the leak is just made up garbage.</p>
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Question: <p>Well we know Brenner gets people to capture El from the van and takes her to that underground bunker so why would Brenner want to kill Mike, Will, and Jonathan when he already has El?</p>
Answer: <p>The simplest answer is that, as long as they&rsquo;re alive, someone would come looking for her. Do you think Brenner has forgotten the kids who manage to evade his best men for an entire week?</p>
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Question: <p>Well we know Brenner gets people to capture El from the van and takes her to that underground bunker so why would Brenner want to kill Mike, Will, and Jonathan when he already has El?</p>
Answer: <p>The simplest answer is that, as long as they&rsquo;re alive, someone would come looking for her. Do you think Brenner has forgotten the kids who manage to evade his best men for an entire week?</p>
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Question: <p>Well we know Brenner gets people to capture El from the van and takes her to that underground bunker so why would Brenner want to kill Mike, Will, and Jonathan when he already has El?</p>
Answer: <p>The simplest answer is that, as long as they&rsquo;re alive, someone would come looking for her. Do you think Brenner has forgotten the kids who manage to evade his best men for an entire week?</p>
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Question: <p>What do you think these men were doing at the Byers house? Did they really need to force the door, break a window in a quiet neighborhood, and for what exactly ? If they were looking for Will, for instance, there were more subtle ways to kidnap him without being noticed like that, it&rsquo;s so strange.</p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s a good question. Outside of dramatic effect, the only benefit of such a raid would be to catch the target(s) by surprise. Whoever they&rsquo;re after here, they can&rsquo;t risk failure. </p><p>Their goal may not be to take prisoners, though. They appear to come in with guns blazing. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f7151056327c8956cce294c0382f511c/6103bf7f31a189a7-46/s640x960/18a542aad2f9cbc3e0a47e9fe03eeaf24b2ad635.png" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a0f230f8883cbe2abae85085cd9921e2/6103bf7f31a189a7-8a/s640x960/957f704f86541883fe2fd83de7f6d4c0cf4ccc0b.png" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1920"/></figure></div><p>The police detective manages to get off a good shot there. He may end up being the only reason the boys get out of there alive.</p><p>I honestly have no idea what the men are doing there, but they seem to be shooting to kill. A police officer feels so threatened that he&rsquo;s returning fire, so I highly doubt this is a local SWAT team or anyone with legal authority to detain anyone.</p><p>I honestly wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised if Brenner and/or Col. Sullivan are just trying to silence anyone with knowledge of what&rsquo;s been happening in Hawkins.</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;ve read something interesting : the helmets from the MP and from the military guys look like they aren&rsquo;t from the same period so maybe the base existed already in the 60s-70s?</p><p>For El&rsquo;s outfit, I wonder if it the day after the rolling rink when she made an effort, so she&rsquo;s depressed and wearing unflattering clothes?</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m no expert on military uniforms. I imagine the base existed prior to the Byers moving there, though. Something like that would likely take time to set up. Who&rsquo;s to say that Hawkins was the only place the MKUltra project was running?</p><p>El might be dressed based on her mood, yeah. There&rsquo;s so much we don&rsquo;t yet. It&rsquo;s possible that it&rsquo;s a somewhat cool day, though, as the others are all wearing long sleeves. Still, three layers&hellip;</p>
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Question: <p>Maybe El's layers are to help cover her tattoo better? Like it's an extra precaution because I don't see her blue bracelet/hair tie being a 100% way of covering it up now especially since she's not (technicially)  in hiding anymore.</p>
Answer: <p>Except she isn&rsquo;t covering her wrists most of the time, not even at school. Still, appreciate the line of thought. This sort of dialogue and bouncing of ideas is what makes this a community.</p>
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Question: <p>Maybe this is unimportant but related to the post about the doppelganger...chapter 7 of Stranger Things Puzzle Tales is called 'The Doppelganger'...</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m not sure anything can be considering unimportant where the Duffers are concerned. While I wouldn&rsquo;t expect them to put any &ldquo;required reading&rdquo; into a mobile game, I do think that hints or breadcrumbs are possible. </p><p>We already saw the possibility of doppelgangers on the show. Billy encounters a copy of himself after he was captured by the Mindflayer. I do not think that Billy was swapped out with this version of himself, as we do see him resist the will of the Mindflayer on more than one occasion before he dies standing against it. Should &ldquo;Billy&rdquo; make a return, it may be through this facsimile of him. It may be that the Mindflayer can create copies of any person it has physically come into contact with. That brings me to El.</p><p>El had a portion of the Mindflayer monster in her after she was bitten.  After she and Jonathan were able to remove it from her leg, the camera made sure to show us that it rejoined the main monster. It was after this that her powers faded. Does the Mindflayer now have the ability to create a new El, complete with her powers? </p><p>The downside to this theory is that we may end up with an El vs El situation, much like Superman vs Clark Kent in everyone&rsquo;s favorite movie, Superman III. I don&rsquo;t know why anyone would want to copy that train wreck, though.</p><p>The upside is that, instead of getting a story where El&rsquo;s powers conveniently come back just in time for a new threat, we get a story where a fully-powered El under control of the Mindflayer is wreaking havoc, letting the real El take the blame. That would really be different.</p><p>This is still just speculation, of course, but it would go along with what the Mindflayer seemed to be trying to do. </p>
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Question: <p>If they&rsquo;re really running away from "bad men", to drive in a such distinctive van doesn&rsquo;t seem the best choice, honestly, Jonathan&rsquo;s car would be probably safer. Especially since we saw Argyle driving El and Will to school, so he&rsquo;s already associated with the Byers. I hope they didn&rsquo;t sacrifice realism for some comedic moments and rely on improbable coincidence (Argyle just arriving when they&rsquo;re being attacked).</p>
Answer: <p>I agree, some semblance of realism would be preferred here. It&rsquo;s hard to think of scenarios where this works neatly. Jonathan may remember what happened in season 2, though, where the agents easily found him and disabled his car. They may have already done so before breaching the house this time. </p><p>Let’s also think about the fact that Argyle apparently drives the kids to school. Jonathan’s car may already be gone somehow. Did Joyce take it? She drove a Pinto, which wasn’t the most reliable (or safe) vehicle. Maybe it couldn’t handle a cross-country trip.</p><p>We also have to keep in mind that Trailers Always Lie. I&rsquo;m trying to piece things together as best I can, but they could have given me incorrect pieces. Trailers can often even have scenes that don&rsquo;t actually make the finished product, though I can&rsquo;t say that I recall if it&rsquo;s happened in Stranger Things before.</p>
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Question: <p>I think it would be possible (though sad) for El to believe she has friends in Cali, even if the girls are horrible to her. Her closest female friend in Hawkins was Max, who loved her but could be kind of argumentative and abrasive with the rest of her friends. Underneath it all was love of course, but maybe El looks at Max's attitude to the boys and thinks these Cali girls are treating her the same way. That they like her really, the way Max likes the boys, and it's all fun.</p>
Answer: <p>Maybe. I still think it&rsquo;s weird that she could be so easily duped, but when we look at El&rsquo;s history&hellip;</p><ul><li>She had an abusive relationship with Brenner. She was just a tool to him, and he used horribly coercive methods to keep her in line.</li><li>Mike and Dustin were nice enough to her, though Lucas gave her the cold shoulder at first. They still used her, and Mike angrily lashed out when he thought she was lying about helping them find Will.</li><li>Hopper was very harsh and controlling of her, even if it was in an effort to protect her. </li><li>She spent a <i>year</i> fantasizing about a relationship with Mike while watching soap operas and spying on him through the Void.</li><li>She met her &ldquo;sister,&rdquo; who tried to use her as a weapon.</li><li>They jumped into a rather shallow relationship dominated by secrecy, codependence, and aloofness towards their friends. El barely spoke with Lucas or Dustin during season 3.</li><li>She finally became friends with Max, but only after she felt Mike wasn&rsquo;t playing his part in their relationship. She let Max use her powers, albeit benignly, for fun and games and to spy on their friends.</li></ul><p>Let&rsquo;s be honest: El has no actual idea of what real interpersonal relationships should look like. She&rsquo;s willing to let people use and mistreat her in order to gain their approval. Her relationship with Mike was terrible for both of them, and she seemed happier without it, but she went right back to it when her life started to fall apart. </p><p>El is desperate to have friends. Remember that everything fell apart for her at the end of season 3. Hopper &ldquo;died,&rdquo; she had to move away from her friends, and her powers are gone. That&rsquo;s basically everything that had anything to do with what sense of identity she had built to that point. One can understand why she&rsquo;d want to try to recapture some of that in her new home, and a bunch of Heathers who would torture the new girl by pretending to be her friend would find easy prey in El. They just don&rsquo;t realize they&rsquo;re starring in Carrie, not some John Hughes movie.</p><p>I can&rsquo;t say I&rsquo;m thrilled that El seems to be getting a Carrie moment. Besides it meaning she&rsquo;s going to go through some horrible trauma that will make it hard to redeem her, it suggests that she will not actually much development as a &ldquo;normal&rdquo; kid like I&rsquo;d hoped. Once her powers come back, all of that gets derailed.</p><p>I&rsquo;m wondering if she hasn&rsquo;t been writing Max, or if Max is going through too much grief to write to her. I can&rsquo;t see Max <i>not </i>asking about El&rsquo;s &ldquo;friends&rdquo; and then getting angry on her behalf for how they treat her. If there&rsquo;s anyone El would listen to, it&rsquo;d be her. I can only imagine Will has tried to talk to her about it, since he&rsquo;s witnessed it.</p><p>Maybe she knows they treat her like crap, and they don&rsquo;t start being &ldquo;nice&rdquo; until the skating scene. I can see poor El getting a surprise invitation and getting all excited, only for them to tear her down.</p><p>On the other hand, it could be all in El&rsquo;s head. There was some merch thing that showed roller skaters depicted as demogorgons. I do wonder if that means El might hallucinate, possibly as a result of the lighting effects in the roller rink. It could be a sort of PTSD situation. It would still bother me that her powers would just conveniently return in time for season 4, though. </p>
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Question: <p>There&rsquo;s a lot of things that confuse me about the timeline, but for instance : Argyle isn&rsquo;t there when the Byers&rsquo;s house is raided. So what do you think happened between this and when they&rsquo;re in the van, with the same clothes? They were able to escape in Jonathan&rsquo;s car?</p>
Answer: <p>Good point. It&rsquo;s possible Argyle is in the house, but just off-screen, but that seems unlikely to me. We don&rsquo;t get even a hint that there&rsquo;s anyone besides Mike, Will, Jonathan, and at least one agent in the house when the invasion happens. Has Jonathan&rsquo;s car been spotted? There has to be a reason they need to use the van. Maybe it&rsquo;s been destroyed or disabled by whoever breaks in? Maybe they know whoever it is would be looking for that car when they escape?</p><p>I think what might happen is maybe Argyle just happens to come by at the right time, and it turns into a &ldquo;DRIVE DRIVE DRIVE!&rdquo; moment as the boys pile into the van. What I&rsquo;d like to know is how Mike, Will, and Jonathan manage to get out of the house. It looks like the whoever breaks in has the house surrounded. Maybe the agent(s) manages to create a hole for them, but I just don&rsquo;t know. Either Argyle is outside the house somewhere or they sneak off to the pizza place to meet him there. </p><p>If El is in there with them, and I would assume this takes place after the desert scene, then perhaps her powers manifest again, allowing her to kill the invaders. I&rsquo;m not entirely sure why the agents would bring her back to the house, though, if she is having trouble controlling her powers. I worry that the higher El&rsquo;s body count gets, the worse off her mental state will become. Is she a superhero, or is she a monster?</p>
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Question: <p>just accept our lord and savior of darkness peter ballard into your heart</p>
Answer: <p>If 8 years of Catholic school couldn&rsquo;t sway me, what chance do you think you have?</p>
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Question: <p>Sorry if this is a silly ask, but in the solo shot of Will in the van from the trailer, is there blood splattered across the window behind him or is that just the red writing on the outside of the van?</p>
Answer: <p>Pretty sure that&rsquo;s just part of the Surfer Boy Pizza logo.</p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="481" data-orig-width="963"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8125b5bc02e5bff50d9703557bf1ad8d/a8a22e64fcc2dc8e-f7/s640x960/aa101226f67693e1d23418278c782959bd061367.jpg" data-orig-height="481" data-orig-width="963"/></figure></div>
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Question: <p>Some people on instagram say that Will in this season is gonna be a playboy since in the trailer he looks &ldquo;hot&rdquo;. </p><p>i&rsquo;m like &#128543;</p>
Answer: <p>This is how you can tell who is a Stranger Things fan and who is a &lt;insert actor&rsquo;s name here&gt; fan.</p><p>Sigh, children&hellip;</p>
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Question: <p>what&rsquo;s the source of that video with sadie sink looking at the camera and holding a walkman? i keep seeing gifs and i&rsquo;m very confused </p>
Answer: <p>You&rsquo;re probably referring to a video posted on Stranger Things social media showing the kids in season 4 outfits. They all start out dressed as themselves, then do some fancy cut to them in their characters&rsquo; clothes. Sadie holds a walkman out to cover the camera, and when she pulls it back she&rsquo;s dressed as Max.</p><p><a href="https://twitter.com/Stranger_Things/status/1457120610971127811?s=20">https://twitter.com/Stranger_Things/status/1457120610971127811?s=20</a></p>
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Question: <p>I have learned a lot from the insights in your character analyses. I would be interested in what you think about Robin.</p>
Answer: <p>I love Robin. I have no idea if the novel is canon, but I thoroughly enjoyed reading about what she was up to back in season 1. I also enjoyed the podcast with her and Mr. Hauser. That may or may not be canonical, as well. Unfortunately, I just don&rsquo;t think I have enough to go on to do an analysis for her, yet. </p><p>What I love about Robin, though, is her unrelenting conviction to be herself. She refuses to conform to what is &ldquo;normal&rdquo; just to make others happy because it won&rsquo;t make <i>her </i>happy. I feel like one of the biggest reasons she came around on seeing Steve as a good guy was that she got to see him without his masks. She saw that Steve, when he wasn&rsquo;t trying to be cool, was not only more fun to be around, but he also seemed to be a happier person in general. She saw that same drive to say &ldquo;screw you&rdquo; to what other people think that she values so much. Ditto with the rest of the Scoops Troop, as both Dustin and Erica are unapologetically &ldquo;themselves.&rdquo; Found family is the best family.</p><p>I&rsquo;d love to see her interact with more people. We know we&rsquo;ll see her with Max, and at least a little with Lucas. Mike may already be gone, but that would be a very interesting dynamic, as she wouldn&rsquo;t put up with his shit. If anything, she&rsquo;d go out of her way to rile him up, though she&rsquo;d develop a soft spot for him if she figured out he was really a closeted gay boy.</p><p>It&rsquo;ll be neat to see what she&rsquo;ll do in season 4. I will likely have enough for a full analysis by then, and, hopefully, we get some links to the novel and/or podcast that allow them to be considered canon. I look forward to her blunt insights and sharp mind being able to figure out things that even Dustin or Nancy miss.</p>
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Question: <p>Some people on instagram say that Will in this season is gonna be a playboy since in the trailer he looks &ldquo;hot&rdquo;. </p><p>i&rsquo;m like &#128543;</p>
Answer: <p>This is how you can tell who is a Stranger Things fan and who is a &lt;insert actor&rsquo;s name here&gt; fan.</p><p>Sigh, children&hellip;</p>
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Question: <p>Hi! This is probably a VERY stupid take, but do you&hellip; in anyway think that El could be going through comphet? &hellip; I know. I know. It sounds ridiculous, but, like, the way she interacts with Mike (<strike>in comparison with her interactions with Max</strike>) seems like it's coded just a little bit that way, but I may be reading too much into this, lol.</p>
Answer: <p>I mean&hellip; I do think El is attracted to boys- just not Mike lol. BUT,in a sense I do think she&rsquo;s being comp het. The girl laughs, and dumps Mike, and then right after drools over other boys in a magazine.  That doesn&rsquo;t scream &ldquo;true love &rdquo; to me.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="188" data-orig-width="568"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e0979befe35e4a2cedfa5c51dd89ffe5/99ea46b3e6e40aa0-91/s640x960/ab46abc29f4941844d344fec45f8e11612651e06.png" data-orig-height="188" data-orig-width="568"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="225" data-orig-width="420"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/75e6cfe615ee5d17fe55d9e8003c1f83/99ea46b3e6e40aa0-05/s640x960/75d9e3288bc68bb17965847931945d35ae958b5f.jpg" data-orig-height="225" data-orig-width="420"/></figure></div><p>-S3 also said El isn&rsquo;t &ldquo;crazy&rdquo; nor &ldquo;stupid &rdquo; for Mike- aka not romantically in love with him.</p><h2><span class="npf_color_joey">BUT , she on some subconscious level has attributed Mike to a ‘fantasy’ of a normal life- she was deprived of.</span></h2><p>We see this in s2: she&rsquo;s mimics Erica kane from the soap opera- who is talking to a character named Mike roy.  Erica &amp;Mike have a rushed romance &amp; El attributes this  romantic fantasy to her and Mike- imagining she would be Erica k and Mike (is Mike roy). <strike>Ps, Mike &amp; erica weren&rsquo;t endgame In the soap. </strike></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="549" data-orig-width="500"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4cdbb9eb77f9ff0c7f898d87052477f6/99ea46b3e6e40aa0-36/s640x960/62046f13f09cdca747ff9d87ccee1d68ace7557a.jpg" data-orig-height="549" data-orig-width="500"/></figure></div><p>This is a direct parallel to karen: in s2 she&rsquo;s reading a romance book where the male love interest looks like Billy, and then she meets billy for the first time . In s3, she even reads the book sequel at the pool, before she talks to him again. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="750" data-orig-width="1000"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/94ad97abb336cd3c927d1bb3c816e9da/99ea46b3e6e40aa0-b3/s640x960/d2e09d1ab7e3176162add3ba35109e6e133ff590.jpg" data-orig-height="750" data-orig-width="1000"/></figure></div><p>They literally changed the cover of the original books- to illustrate the parallel between El &amp; Karen.</p><p><span class="npf_color_joey"><b>Both</b></span><b><span class="npf_color_joey"> gals  attribute false characteristics-from fictional male love interests - on to real people they know. And because of this, they  have an unhealthy infatuation with real people. Both imagine a &ldquo;false romantic fantasy&rdquo; of mike/billy to escape  their own personal issues.</span></b></p><h2>EL IS &ldquo;IN LOVE WITH&rdquo; THE IDEA OF MIKE- More than Mike himself. </h2><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="500" data-orig-width="750"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/979c1402605227678e8a65643d222b1e/99ea46b3e6e40aa0-5a/s640x960/8a9948e33b64b9177f86728551d8e4fda60832ef.jpg" data-orig-height="500" data-orig-width="750"/></figure></div><p><span class="npf_color_joey"><b>The truth is El has had a hard life and her first significant bond was with Mike. So she&rsquo;s grown an unhealthy attachment . And uses him as a crutch for normalcy</b></span><b>.</b>  S1  -before Mike tried kissing /asking her to the snowball&hellip;  El address Mike as a &ldquo;<span class="npf_color_rachel">friend</span> &rdquo; and &ldquo;<span class="npf_color_rachel">brother</span>&rdquo;. But then he kisses her. And promises her in s1- she’ll have a <span class="npf_color_joey">normal life</span> and they’ll go to the snowball together. for a year she watches soaps that equate fast romances/kissing/going to dances to &ldquo;true  love&rdquo;. And pretty much they just kiss all summer, after they reunited at the snowball.  EL dumps him and El agrees with Hopper that her &amp;Mike are  probably spending too much time together  THEN later -</p><h2>In s3, she loses her dad (her strongest relationship) .So now Mike is back to her strongest relationship- and she goes back to Mike-cause subconsciously Mike reminds her of Hopper (who is gone).</h2><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1734" data-orig-width="1242"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b515fb1d6a6323ee300b09207ea43ec2/99ea46b3e6e40aa0-47/s640x960/ebced487f81bb86601ee7c5883c9d31fe1153d5b.jpg" data-orig-height="1734" data-orig-width="1242"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="790" data-orig-width="1280"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/43d8ed10f65413a4331c988999efa75a/99ea46b3e6e40aa0-11/s640x960/9ab59fc2cba4c31c2ea2764caca5d51eb38b0e68.png" data-orig-height="790" data-orig-width="1280"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="713" data-orig-width="1280"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f406b01e40fab7600eb85765453c4a2e/99ea46b3e6e40aa0-f4/s640x960/66adbbe5dd5fa71bd299037bf6a294ce65d44701.png" data-orig-height="713" data-orig-width="1280"/></figure></div><p><i>Talked about all the parallels of m*leven to El/Hopper -<a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/630469380567973888/hopperel-vs-mikeel-parallels">here</a>. <b>There’s a lot of parallels!</b> Subconsciously El actually thinks of Mike as someone similar to Hopper ( someone she loves in a <span class="npf_color_rachel">familial way</span>). So subconsciously she&rsquo;s trying to fill the void of losing Hopper- with Mike.</i></p><h2><i>BUT she&rsquo;s so stuck on trying to be normal and mirror what she sees - that she&rsquo;s stuck on the idea she has to love Mike romantically .</i></h2><p>She ignored Mike&rsquo;s confession for 3 months (she had other issues tbf). But I think its important to point out - she only decides to confess when she once again has all <span class="npf_color_joey">normalcy removed</span>- her dad is gone, she&rsquo;s moving from her home to a new place, its a lot for her. </p><p>Mike then helps her <b>retrieve a teddy bear</b> . In s2 el stares at a teddy bear sadly in her room at Terry&rsquo;s. To el the <b>bear represented the <span class="npf_color_joey">normal life she was deprived</span> of -without her bio mom.</b> When she was holding the bear- Becky (her aunt) ,similar to Mike in s1, asked<b> El if she wanted to live with her. </b>This is yet another parallel to <span class="npf_color_joey">normalcy</span> &amp; to Mike being compared to yet another <span class="npf_color_rachel">parental figure</span> of El’s. She loves mike&hellip; just not romantically&hellip;</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="635" data-orig-width="1477"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/43a8708c8a41c126576d56e14fa1992c/99ea46b3e6e40aa0-f6/s640x960/1bd49693a2824b7c65ebf3a1c6cfa16984af1b1a.png" data-orig-height="635" data-orig-width="1477"/></figure></div><p>So she goes back to what she knows- Mike- what she equates to normalcy . And like tv has taught her - if the boy professes love for a girl she says it back. 80s tv generally didn&rsquo;t normalize boy/girl friendships.<strike> Let’s get real still not that normalized.</strike></p><p>We also see El mimics those around her (in both clothes and verbal expressions) - subconscious or not it&rsquo;s a prevalent pattern. She mimics phrases primarily from: Mike, max , kali, and Hopper. As well as romantic phrases from soaps.So why wouldn’t she just mimic Mike and say “I love you” back? And cling on to Mike even more ? </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="865" data-orig-width="1176"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/940a4a81d98c4a20dfee7e1708e2d1b8/99ea46b3e6e40aa0-9f/s640x960/9aa455ca62be07e22967ba234cf6c93b3d27365c.png" data-orig-height="865" data-orig-width="1176"/></figure></div><p><b>Is anyone surprised that she clings to this false fantasy with Mike- when most of her peers in s4 also reject her</b>? <b>And</b><b> her father is gone?  EL SAID HERSELF she wants to &ldquo;finally adapt&rdquo; (which she isn&rsquo;t successful in). <span class="npf_color_joey">And what&rsquo;s more &ldquo;NORMAL&quot;than a girl dating a boy?</span></b>Are we surprised El equates kissing and a strong fondness for someone as romantic love? Figuring out that stuff is hard enough as a teen , let alone when you&rsquo;ve had almost no  socialization  your entire life- to contextualize you&rsquo;re feelings.  Regardless of whether el is straight, bi, gay, ace,etc - she still isn&rsquo;t romantically into Mike, even if she wants to believes so.</p>
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Question: <p>Probably not a common and popular opinion, but for me Joyce was the hero of S3. She didn&rsquo;t have powers, no gun, but by being smart, perceptive and persistent, she found the gate with Hopper and ultimately closed it. But sometimes, people&rsquo;s preconceptions that El and Hopper are the " heroes" of the show are so strong and entrenched, they don&rsquo;t see what&rsquo;s in front of them?</p>
Answer: <p>Joyce is always a hero in her own right. That woman is tenacious and brave, and she doesn&rsquo;t let anything or anyone get between her and the well-being of her kids. Ditto Hopper, who keeps willingly getting into supernatural danger to protect others. The same can be said for Steve, Jonathan, and anyone who&rsquo;s been around for more than a season.</p><p>When I sat El gets to be the hero, I mean that she&rsquo;s always the one who gets the big moments of glory. This happens even if she&rsquo;s already been beaten. She was exhausted after taking out Brenner&rsquo;s men in season 1, but still managed to get up and defeat the Demogorgon. She got back just in time to save everyone from the demodogs in season 2, then went on to close the Gate. She defeated possessed-Billy in the Sauna, despite already being overpowered. She held off the monster at the Cabin. Then she fought at the Mall even though her powers went away, and she was the one who broke through to Billy&rsquo;s humanity (which is something I felt should have been Max&rsquo;s moment).</p><p>Everyone would have died in any of those moments without El. We get it, she&rsquo;s powerful and caring. She will want to use her powers to protect people. </p><p>However, we find ourselves in a situation where her powers have left her, and all people want is for her to get them back? Nobody wants someone else to get a moment to shine? I&rsquo;m terrified that she&rsquo;ll get her powers back after only an episode or two, and that the only way there can be any real threat is to make the villains to obscenely powerful. </p><p>It also means that there&rsquo;s little development on her part. She can just go back to solving her problems with her powers. It would be a lost opportunity for her to learn and grow as a regular kid, which is something she&rsquo;s <b>never</b> had!</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, eleven

Post id: 667492075421548544
Date: 2021-11-10 18:47:28 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/667492075421548544
Slug: i-think-they-were-telling-the-truth-about
Reblog key: p68lrRzp
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I think they were telling the truth about Vecna(the leaker) but were pulling the peter shit out of his ass. Idk it&rsquo;s just a feeling I have. </p>
Answer: <p>That seems likely. Apparently, Vecna was known to be involved somehow a while back. I don&rsquo;t think I knew about it until the big leak was out. I&rsquo;m not sure how I missed it, but maybe it&rsquo;s because the Peter stuff also came out when I heard about it. It was this tie in with Peter that largely led to me dismissing it.</p><p>We&rsquo;ll see. It&rsquo;s not impossible for this to be good, just not, in my opinion, how the leak had it set out.</p>
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Question: <p>Can&rsquo;t wait for the showdown between Peter/Vecna and El &#129303;&#129303;&#129303; who do you think is gonna win?</p>
Answer: <p>You really want this new character to be some all powerful being? That wouldn&rsquo;t bother you at all?</p><p>You really want El to get her powers back and be able to save the day? That doesn&rsquo;t seem played out by now?</p><p>I&rsquo;m all for a neat little wizard&rsquo;s duel, but every season has ended with El saving the day (even in season 3 when she had no powers and had to break through to Billy). I&rsquo;d like someone else to be the hero, or for there to be a team effort that didn&rsquo;t rely on El as a crutch.</p><p>Maybe I&rsquo;m in the minority on this, though. I just know that El has had plenty of opportunity to play the hero, often being able to do exactly what the situation calls for, even if she&rsquo;s already been taken out of commission, when the situation seems hopeless. She risks becoming boring and predictable. </p>
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Question: <p>Let's say Will does have reality warping powers, how do you think, will they let us (and him) know? Like I can't imagine him just being like: I don't like the color of your shirt Jonathan, it should be purple and then WOOSH. = &gt;*Will (and Jonathan) making the pikachu face*</p>
Answer: <p>Good question. That&rsquo;s where the theory sort of gets me. Yeah, it&rsquo;s not like he can just change the color of Jonathan&rsquo;s shirt, for example.</p><p>I&rsquo;ll first say that if he doesn&rsquo;t have reality manipulating powers, then he must have some sort of precognition. There&rsquo;s simply been too many times when he was involved with something that ended up predicting the plot. I think we&rsquo;re beyond the &ldquo;it&rsquo;s just foreshadowing&rdquo; limit here. I&rsquo;m not aware of any other characters being this connected to predictive events. </p><p>So, basically, it&rsquo;s a matter of cause and effect. Is he drawing pictures because these things will happen, or are these things happening because he draws them? We saw that he has a drawing of what appears to be a prisoner (resembling Hopper) on his wall in the 004 teaser. What compelled him to draw that, and when did he draw it?</p><p>Will&rsquo;s presumed powers do indeed seem to work through his creative endeavors. We usually see this through his drawing, but the D&amp;D campaign he designed also seemed to be predictive. There also seems to be a connection through movies he&rsquo;s seen, such as Poltergeist (trapped in a spooky alternate dimension), Ghostbusters (possession and demon dogs), and Day of the Dead (vicious monsters who used to be humans). So it seems the powers are connected to his imagination. </p><p>This would make it a question as to whether he&rsquo;d be able to control such a power consciously. We also don&rsquo;t get know just how much control or predictive ability he has. I dare say I&rsquo;m not creative enough to attempt to explain how it would all be portrayed on screen. I&rsquo;d invite anyone who thinks they can to reblog with their own thoughts.</p><p>If Will doesn&rsquo;t have powers, then I dare say they&rsquo;ve missed a neat opportunity. He already seemed somehow special for managing to survive the Upside Down, all the while manipulating things in the real world to communicate. Now he also seems to be connected to events that haven&rsquo;t happened yet. </p>
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Question: <p>*sighs*</p><p>It had been only a few hours when the trailer was released and I had seen more than one posts about the idea of Angela and El being a ship...a few hours.</p>
Answer: <p>Angela and El?</p><p>Well, that&rsquo;s new, I&rsquo;ll give them that much.</p>
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Question: <p>Vecna will be in Season 4 then... still nay or is it more of a yay now? Also isn't it kinda scary that there's a leaker? What if the Mileven news were correct too? They did sound pretty made up but still. We can't trust the Stranger Things creators anymore after that stupid ST day. I don't even want to think about it but I can't stop doing it.......... &#128566;</p>
Answer: <p>Depends on what you mean by nay or yay. If you mean if it&rsquo;s actually happening, then it&rsquo;s apparently yay. As for whether I like it, well.. </p><p>I suppose it depends on how accurate that leak was. I said last night that we don&rsquo;t know how much information this leaker actually had. It could have just been the name for all we know. I haven&rsquo;t read the leak in a while, and I don&rsquo;t really want to, but, from what I can remember, it made Vecna out to be this big figure at the center of everything. It sounded like Vecna was being positioned to be the source of everything, above even the Mindflayer. Something like that seems very bad to me since it comes out of nowhere in what was potentially the final season (before the Duffers decided they needed one more). </p><p>Also, I don&rsquo;t remember if that leak was also the one that tried to tie it all to 001 and Peter, but, ugh, very nay. Peter&rsquo;s character bio made him out to be a kind person who just wants to help. Making him a villain would make all of that not just misdirection, but an outright lie. It&rsquo;s one thing to have the audience come to a false conclusion through ambiguous suggestion, but another thing entirely when we&rsquo;re explicitly told something that is false.</p><p>To explain what I mean, just look at Victor Creel&rsquo;s character bio.</p><p><small>a disturbed and intimidating man who is imprisoned in a psychiatric hospital for a gruesome murder in the 1950s</small></p><p>Now, nowhere in there does it say he did the murders. It&rsquo;s suggested, yes, and they clearly want us to think so. They even went to the point of casting Robert Englund, known for slasher icon Freddy Krueger, and naming him similarly to Victor Creed, aka the brutal, feral X-Men villain, Sabertooth. Still, they never say he did it, so it&rsquo;s on us if we&rsquo;re wrong, not them. That&rsquo;s not the case if Peter ends up being a villain, especially if he&rsquo;s Vecna. Maybe I&rsquo;m just misunderstanding the leak, or maybe a lot of the leak was fabricated, but that&rsquo;s what I remember.</p>
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Question: <p>Noah is back on tiktok, he&rsquo;s been hiding his hair for a few posts! He has posted other vids with his hair showing but people are speculating that they are drafts; he literally had shorts over his head in one vid. I wonder if we&rsquo;ll see Will with a hair change this season? </p>
Answer: <p>Oh no. I feel terrible that I waited so long to reply to this Ask. Thank you for your patience with me.</p><p>What do you think of Will&rsquo;s newest bowlcut, Anon? Do you believe that there still might be a secret haircut that Will might have at some point in Stranger Things 4 that we <i>haven&rsquo;t</i> seen yet and that could be more of a surprise than his usual bowlcut? :)</p>
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Question: <p>Noah is back on tiktok, he&rsquo;s been hiding his hair for a few posts! He has posted other vids with his hair showing but people are speculating that they are drafts; he literally had shorts over his head in one vid. I wonder if we&rsquo;ll see Will with a hair change this season? </p>
Answer: <p>Oh no. I feel terrible that I waited so long to reply to this Ask. Thank you for your patience with me.</p><p>What do you think of Will&rsquo;s newest bowlcut, Anon? Do you believe that there still might be a secret haircut that Will might have at some point in Stranger Things 4 that we <i>haven&rsquo;t</i> seen yet and that could be more of a surprise than his usual bowlcut? :)</p>
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Question: <p>Noah is back on tiktok, he&rsquo;s been hiding his hair for a few posts! He has posted other vids with his hair showing but people are speculating that they are drafts; he literally had shorts over his head in one vid. I wonder if we&rsquo;ll see Will with a hair change this season? </p>
Answer: <p>Oh no. I feel terrible that I waited so long to reply to this Ask. Thank you for your patience with me.</p><p>What do you think of Will&rsquo;s newest bowlcut, Anon? Do you believe that there still might be a secret haircut that Will might have at some point in Stranger Things 4 that we <i>haven&rsquo;t</i> seen yet and that could be more of a surprise than his usual bowlcut? :)</p>
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Question: <p>Noah is back on tiktok, he&rsquo;s been hiding his hair for a few posts! He has posted other vids with his hair showing but people are speculating that they are drafts; he literally had shorts over his head in one vid. I wonder if we&rsquo;ll see Will with a hair change this season? </p>
Answer: <p>Oh no. I feel terrible that I waited so long to reply to this Ask. Thank you for your patience with me.</p><p>What do you think of Will&rsquo;s newest bowlcut, Anon? Do you believe that there still might be a secret haircut that Will might have at some point in Stranger Things 4 that we <i>haven&rsquo;t</i> seen yet and that could be more of a surprise than his usual bowlcut? :)</p>
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Question: <p>Honestly, I was pretty sure Vecna would be mentioned in S4 because a pap who usually doesn&rsquo;t seem well informed called the Creel house "Vecna&rsquo;s lair" in one of his videos. What I got from that is that "Vecna" wasn&rsquo;t something the crew particularly tried to hide.  But what Vecna is exactly, I don&rsquo;t think we will ever know before we see S4 (even the "leakers" seem pretty clueless about the details).</p>
Answer: <p>Is that how the name got out? It could explain how it took on a life of its own once it hit the internet.</p>
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Question: <p>If you don&rsquo;t mind me asking who&rsquo;s the person who leaked the info that&rsquo;s turning out to be true? And who also leaked the Mileven airport reunion? At this point it&rsquo;s possible it can happen, we know how much the general public eats Mileven up so I won&rsquo;t be surprised if they just keep writing them. It&rsquo;s meh.</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t keep track of these leaks personally, so I don&rsquo;t know who did what leaks. All I know is that the only one that I know of that is true is Vecna, and we don&rsquo;t know how true it is. For all we know, it&rsquo;s technically true now that we have the episode title, but 99% of the content of it could be falsified. The name could have gotten out, and someone decided to run with it. A quick Google search for Vecna would give anyone enough background information on the reference to throw together some sort of plotline.</p><p>The Mileven airport reunion leak was fake, unless there&rsquo;s another version of it I didn&rsquo;t see. There were reports of filming at an airport, but that&rsquo;s a given since Mike is visiting. There were no sightings of actors, but I think vehicles were seen on location. Honestly, that &ldquo;leak&rdquo; was particularly bad, anyway. It was right up there with the person who claimed she got called for an audition she applied for &ldquo;as a joke.&rdquo; Some people just like to troll, either for the attention or some sadistic pleasure at watching people go nuts over it.</p><p>If anyone wants to reply or reblog with the info, be my guest, but I don&rsquo;t traffic in leaks.</p>
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Question: <p>They don&rsquo;t have to ship mileven to lie about something. Like anybody in the stranger things fandom know how popular mileven is. They&rsquo;ll do it either way. </p><p>You know something similar happened in another community. A book was leaked and the person who got it lied about 2/3&rsquo;s of the story. And nobody realized it until the book actually came out like it was intended to. </p><p>People lie. Why you may ask? For attention, to troll people, etc. just because someone was honest with one thing doesn&rsquo;t mean that they won&rsquo;t lie about the next thing.</p>
Answer: <p>You&rsquo;re right. A lot of people will do it to troll. We may have had some genuine leaks out there. Vecna ended up being true, after all. What people do with this information when they obtain it is a different story, though. As you&rsquo;ve suggested here, there can be both truth and falsehoods in leaked information.</p><p>Imagine that someone did get some real information about Vecna, but only really got that and maybe some vague idea of what it has to do with season 4. The person who gets the info is now able to run with it, for good or ill, secure in the knowledge that they can claim a success when we find out there is a Vecna. There&rsquo;s nothing stopping them from filling in the blanks and then passing it off as all legit.</p><p>I make no such claims. I merely attempt to interpret information as best I can in accordance with what we already know. </p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 667311613751246848
Date: 2021-11-08 18:59:07 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/667311613751246848
Slug: im-so-happy-that-will-is-comfortable-enough-with
Reblog key: FEQXG3hw
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I&rsquo;m so happy that Will is comfortable enough with himself to wear a belt with a pink stripe!</p>
Answer: <p>Was it pink? It looked red to me.</p><p>Eh, either way, 80s fashion was weird.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think maybe it's time to just accept that you were wrong about Mileven being over in S4? I mean, let's be realistic here, the Occam's Razor explanation for Mike reading a letter during a VO of El narrating a letter to him is that the letter is from her. And the person who leaked the airport reunion is the original leaker of Lenora Hills and Vecna, both of which are now proven (and they don't ship Mileven so have no incentive to lie). I think the writing is on the wall here.</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t think there&rsquo;s evidence of anything just yet, and I&rsquo;m pretty good at questioning my existing hypotheses when new information comes around. </p><p>No leak is proven until we see the end result. Even if this person broke the news of Vecna and Lenora Hills, it doesn&rsquo;t mean everything else they say is correct. The events are independent of each other. Have there been other claims that turned out not to be true? Do we know to what degree the leaks were proven true? We know that Vecna is apparently a thing, but that was a rather detailed leak, so it&rsquo;s possible some parts were right and others weren&rsquo;t.</p><p>As for the airport thing, we knew they were shooting scenes there, but that&rsquo;s all. Unless there was a similar leak, the claim was that there was a Mileven reunion at the airport where Mike brought her flowers while Will and Jonathan talked about a burrito. That &ldquo;leak&rdquo; was debunked when the person who said it admitted to trolling. It was an easy one to debunk anyway considering they claimed to overhear it while passing through the airport, like the set wouldn&rsquo;t be secured or anything.</p><p>Nothing in the letter El sent is particularly romantic. She looks forward to seeing him, but, yeah, of course. There&rsquo;s no I love you or anything like that, though. There&rsquo;s also no actual scenes of them together in that trailer. Maybe don&rsquo;t spoil the reunion, but you&rsquo;d think they&rsquo;d give us at least one, even if they&rsquo;re just standing next to each other. Is that not curious to anyone?</p><p>As for Mileven being over, I suppose it&rsquo;s a matter of semantics. I meant it was over in that Mike had thought it was over (hence his confused response to her saying she loved him and not responding to her kiss), and that they hadn&rsquo;t even brought it up until then. I do think Mike may seek the comfort of normalcy that he can get from their relationship, though. It&rsquo;s a gift for a closeted gay teen to be able to say &ldquo;I have a girlfriend, but she moved to California.&rdquo; It&rsquo;ll be interesting to see how he interacts with both her and Will once he actually gets to see him. For that matter, did those holiday visits happen, and, it so, what was that like?</p><p>It&rsquo;s reasonable to say they could still be &ldquo;together,&rdquo; but there&rsquo;s nothing in that teaser to support it. We can say they aren&rsquo;t on bad terms, but that&rsquo;s about it. I don&rsquo;t think Mike and Will got together during the interim period, as there&rsquo;s no evidence of that, either.</p><p>But, seriously, we last saw Mike in the season 3 epilogue, and that had him in front of a closet all uncomfortable from El&rsquo;s confession and kiss. We don&rsquo;t (officially) see him about until the 004 teaser, and now he&rsquo;s positioned with a closet behind him with a sign on his wall pointing an arrow right at it. Does that not seem a bit coincidental to people? Throw in Will doing a project on Alan Turing, and I&rsquo;m sitting here going &ldquo;C'mon guys, this is a bit on the nose.&rdquo;</p><p>I&rsquo;ll just say this: if these boys aren&rsquo;t gay, then we&rsquo;re well into the baiting zone by now. I imagine both of them have a ways to go, but I honestly feel like it&rsquo;s more a stretch to explain away these as coincidences than it is to interpret them as intentional. Each additional piece of gay symbolism makes it harder and harder for it to be an accident.</p><p>Occam&rsquo;s Razor wouldn&rsquo;t apply here the way you suggest. We can&rsquo;t take just the teaser as evidence of anything, as we know context is missing and Trailers Always Lie/Never Trust a Trailer. Instead, I&rsquo;m reconciling the new information with what we already know. With thing being equal, the simplest explanation can indeed be the correct one, but things are not equal here. We have an existing body of evidence with context (seasons 1-3) and then a bunch of new information without context (teasers 001-004). </p><p>Still, I welcome challenges to my thoughts. There&rsquo;s nothing categorically bad about my ideas being proven wrong, even if I may be a bit embarrassed about it.</p>
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Question: <p>I think Will's birthday could still be involved, at least kinda. Lonnie's actor was possibly at the table read, and in S2 you can see that Will has a "Sorry I forgot your birthday card". So maybe Lonnie forgot his birthday and is gonna visit at the start of Spring Break to "celebrate" Will's birthday.</p>
Answer: <p>C'mon, guys. The main reason we all started to expect Will&rsquo;s birthday is because we got clues that the season took place at the end of March. Now that it looks like this may not be the case, we have to start looking at the very real possibility that it won&rsquo;t happen.</p><p>We <i>think </i>we saw Lonnie at the table read, but it hasn&rsquo;t been confirmed. It could just be someone else that looks like him. We get a glimpse of that card, but it&rsquo;s never focused on, and we&rsquo;d never see it if we weren&rsquo;t digging for every possible clue. I also don&rsquo;t see why Lonnie would visit a son he barely ever made an effort to see now that he lives across the country. Lonnie might just come up in flashbacks or in Hawkins scenes. I do sort of wonder if Lonnie even knows where they are now.</p><p>Unless there&rsquo;s a prologue of some kind, the season will start a day or two before Spring Break. If this really does happen in April, then Will&rsquo;s birthday may have passed, and it may pass without mention.</p><p>Oddly enough, if this visit does happen in April, then it also becomes complicated because the comics have stated Mike&rsquo;s birthday to be April 7.</p><p>Sorry, guys, but I&rsquo;m pessimistic on seeing Will&rsquo;s birthday now. To me, it only made sense because everything seemed aligned to make it happen. Moving the timeline severely reduces the chances we&rsquo;ll see it.</p>
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Question: <p>About the release date... you think we'll get an explanation? Like I'm not even talking about an apology (even if I think at this point they owe us one. It's true that it's a lot of effort to produce a show and what not but at the end of the day they wouldn't be able to without the fans - moneywise and what not). But that's not even what I am asking for. Like you I have been patient and understanding but  now I feel like they don't even try and make an effort to keep the fans. It feels like they are too cocky and just expect us fans to be understanding no matter prolly because of the shows prior success. It just comes across as hella arrogant. Don't you think? Your thoughts?</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m not sure we&rsquo;ll get any explanation, or even an acknowledgement of our frustrations, to be honest. I wouldn&rsquo;t say it&rsquo;s a result of arrogance, but the job of the marketing team is to keep things positive and excited. </p><p>If they do address it, then it will most likely happen after release. I&rsquo;m personally expecting it to be more Netflix than the Duffers. The Duffers may have little control over launch dates. They could ship the show tomorrow, and Netflix would still have control over when to put it out, unless it&rsquo;s otherwise written into the contract.</p><p>This whole thing is frustrating. Even accounting for the Covid delays, which I fully understand, this has still been a very long, drawn out production. </p>
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Question: <p>Do you think we&rsquo;ll get a full 3 minute proper trailer and if so have any idea when?? :)</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t see why we wouldn&rsquo;t, especially now that we have an even longer wait than we thought. We can&rsquo;t go 7+ months leading up to the release date with no promotional content.</p><p>I originally would have expected a Super Bowl trailer, since that would be about a month and a half before the assumed late March release. I&rsquo;m not so sure now. </p><p>Part of me really wants the whole &ldquo;Summer 2022&rdquo; thing to he an oddly missed mistake, but I realize that&rsquo;s extremely unlikely. I honestly don&rsquo;t know how they&rsquo;re planning to keep the hype going for as long as they need to since we&rsquo;ll get the season in late June at the earliest. That&rsquo;s a full three months later than we thought.</p>
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Question: <p>Maybe we get two letters? One from El, brief and not exactly honest, and one from Will. Maybe Will's letter has doodles in the margins, or sees him geeking out about his Alan Turing project or how he's thinking of honoring Bob by founding an AV club at his new school. Mike would be relieved El is happy, but not give the letter much thought, while it would be obvious he's been reading and rereading Will's, and feeling a mix of much stronger emotions. Just a theory, but I like the idea.</p>
Answer: <p>I fully expect Mike to get letters from both of them at the same time. It just makes sense to me since they both plan to write to Mike anyway.</p><p>I do think Mike may try to keep his &ldquo;relationship&rdquo; with El going, though, just so he can say he has a girlfriend. If he is indeed closeted, then he&rsquo;s going to be trying to be the perfect little straight boy. A girlfriend at school would be out of the question since it&rsquo;d be hard to keep up the charade, but having a girlfriend he doesn&rsquo;t have to really be romantic with would be a welcome convenience for him.</p><p>What I wonder is how will he be reacting to his feelings for Will. There are a lot of horrible ways internalized homophobia can manifest in someone like Mike. It may result in some more tension between them, especially if Mike&rsquo;s self-loathing results in him lashing out at Will. You bring up Will geeking out over Alan Turing, but Mike could make homophobic comments in response. It was a big defense mechanism back in the 80s for closeted gay teens to act especially homophobic to try and prove their heterosexuality, whether to themselves or others. With it coming from Mike, this sort of reaction would really hurt Will.</p><p>If El does get her powers back, then I sort of want her to go into Mike&rsquo;s mind like she did with Billy. I think if she saw what Mike was going through, she&rsquo;d be very sympathetic, and she&rsquo;d try to help him feel better about himself and his feelings. El broke through the barriers that Billy had set up to protect himself, so perhaps she could do the same for Mike.</p>
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Question: <p>I can see writing through the paper Mike's reading, so I don't think they're pictures he's looking at. Although there could be a few in the pile. What interests me is his fond expression, which is a total contrast to the discomfort of his last scene with El. El has also never been what you might call  loquacious, and there are pages and pages there. Who do we know who was coming up with intricate D&amp;D sagas as recently as S3? Whether they're letters or stories, I bet Will is the author.</p>
Answer: <p>There does look to be <i>something. </i>I can see why someone thought it looked like sheet music. </p><p>Anyway, my point is that it doesn&rsquo;t look like lined writing paper. I don&rsquo;t know why someone would use unlined paper for writing letters to someone. There could be writing on the papers, possibly drawings on others. I kinda like the idea that it is D&amp;D related, but I&rsquo;m not sure.</p><p>Yeah, Mike looked very uncomfortable with El at the end of season 3. It would be weird for him to suddenly get all lovey-dovey with her. He may latch onto the idea of a long-distance relationship as a way to have a girlfriend without having to put any work in, though.</p>
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Question: <p>I think Will's birthday could still be involved, at least kinda. Lonnie's actor was possibly at the table read, and in S2 you can see that Will has a "Sorry I forgot your birthday card". So maybe Lonnie forgot his birthday and is gonna visit at the start of Spring Break to "celebrate" Will's birthday.</p>
Answer: <p>C'mon, guys. The main reason we all started to expect Will&rsquo;s birthday is because we got clues that the season took place at the end of March. Now that it looks like this may not be the case, we have to start looking at the very real possibility that it won&rsquo;t happen.</p><p>We <i>think </i>we saw Lonnie at the table read, but it hasn&rsquo;t been confirmed. It could just be someone else that looks like him. We get a glimpse of that card, but it&rsquo;s never focused on, and we&rsquo;d never see it if we weren&rsquo;t digging for every possible clue. I also don&rsquo;t see why Lonnie would visit a son he barely ever made an effort to see now that he lives across the country. Lonnie might just come up in flashbacks or in Hawkins scenes. I do sort of wonder if Lonnie even knows where they are now.</p><p>Unless there&rsquo;s a prologue of some kind, the season will start a day or two before Spring Break. If this really does happen in April, then Will&rsquo;s birthday may have passed, and it may pass without mention.</p><p>Oddly enough, if this visit does happen in April, then it also becomes complicated because the comics have stated Mike&rsquo;s birthday to be April 7.</p><p>Sorry, guys, but I&rsquo;m pessimistic on seeing Will&rsquo;s birthday now. To me, it only made sense because everything seemed aligned to make it happen. Moving the timeline severely reduces the chances we&rsquo;ll see it.</p>
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Question: <p>The papers kind of look like sheet music to me. Very unlikely though. Looks like there is a lot of writing there judging from the back of the papers. Could probably not be a letter at all, but maybe an old campaign. He could have knocked something over while rummaging in his closet and rediscovered them and took a moment to go through them as one does when finding something. That's wishful thinking though.</p>
Answer: <p>Hm, interesting thought. I hadn&rsquo;t considered that he may have found something in the closet (tee hee). </p><p>The look on his face does sort of look like fond reminiscing. D&amp;D campaign material would be appropriate given that Mike is part of the Hellfire Club. Maybe he had to hide it all now. Is it just me, or does it look like there used to be something on the wall next to the closet?</p><p>This sort of hypothesizing is what tends to get us in trouble, but it&rsquo;s a really nice idea.</p>
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Question: <p>hey, if they changed the timeline a bit, april 7th is supposedly <i>mike's</i> birthday, which is exactly 185 days after the byers' move! we were expecting will's birthday, but maybe they were preparing for mike's, and he wanted to spend his birthday with the byers? thoughts?</p>
Answer: <p>Hey anon!</p><p>Starcourt Battle: July 4th, 1985</p><p>Byers Move Away: &ldquo;3 months later&rdquo;, so in October of 1985  </p><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>It&rsquo;s never specified whether these 3 months are exactly 3 months or if it is a little longer. The day the Byers moved away could be anywhere in the month of October, 1985.</p></blockquote><p>You&rsquo;re right that if we take that description &ldquo;3 months later&rdquo; as <i>exactly </i>3 months later, then 185 days after October 4, 1985 is April 7, 1986 - Mike&rsquo;s Birthday. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="508" data-orig-width="1160"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1112a67f210e0069dfea8f5caf13b219/d8e3b34f08132432-f1/s640x960/d3009ee33d710e389de0689436a1a8e3eca8fd3c.png" data-orig-height="508" data-orig-width="1160"/></figure></div><p>*alarms are going off in my head right now as I try to figure this out because so many of the st4 movies pointed to Will&rsquo;s bday* </p><p><b>WE <i>MAY </i>BE GETTING JOINT BYLER BDAY CELEBRATIONS </b></p><p><b>Maybe the movies on the vsf list that hinted to birthdays, although the closest to Will references, were adapted for both <i>MIKE AND WILL</i></b></p><p><b><i>Will and Mike&rsquo;s bdays are not far apart.Will&rsquo;s is March 22nd and Mike&rsquo;s is April 7th. That&rsquo;s only 16 days apart, basically only about 2 weeks.  It doesn&rsquo;t make sense for them to each visit each other on their separate bday when they are so close&hellip; I&rsquo;m guessing this trip to the Byers may be to celebrate a few days/a week after Mike&rsquo;s actual bday and Will&rsquo;s few weeks late bday&hellip;</i></b></p><p>Also - given that the Byers probably can&rsquo;t travel back to Hawkins much because 1) it&rsquo;s dangerous for El, and 2) they may not have the money to do that, it makes sense for them to combine the birthday trips into one and for just Mike to go see Will.</p><p>Another possibility is that we will see Will&rsquo;s birthday in flashbacks from 2 weeks earlier, but if Lonnie does show up for Will&rsquo;s bday, he might get the date wrong and show up late, when Mike is there. Very in character for the dead beat dad Lonnie is. </p>
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Question: <p>I think Will's birthday could still be involved, at least kinda. Lonnie's actor was possibly at the table read, and in S2 you can see that Will has a "Sorry I forgot your birthday card". So maybe Lonnie forgot his birthday and is gonna visit at the start of Spring Break to "celebrate" Will's birthday.</p>
Answer: <p>C'mon, guys. The main reason we all started to expect Will&rsquo;s birthday is because we got clues that the season took place at the end of March. Now that it looks like this may not be the case, we have to start looking at the very real possibility that it won&rsquo;t happen.</p><p>We <i>think </i>we saw Lonnie at the table read, but it hasn&rsquo;t been confirmed. It could just be someone else that looks like him. We get a glimpse of that card, but it&rsquo;s never focused on, and we&rsquo;d never see it if we weren&rsquo;t digging for every possible clue. I also don&rsquo;t see why Lonnie would visit a son he barely ever made an effort to see now that he lives across the country. Lonnie might just come up in flashbacks or in Hawkins scenes. I do sort of wonder if Lonnie even knows where they are now.</p><p>Unless there&rsquo;s a prologue of some kind, the season will start a day or two before Spring Break. If this really does happen in April, then Will&rsquo;s birthday may have passed, and it may pass without mention.</p><p>Oddly enough, if this visit does happen in April, then it also becomes complicated because the comics have stated Mike&rsquo;s birthday to be April 7.</p><p>Sorry, guys, but I&rsquo;m pessimistic on seeing Will&rsquo;s birthday now. To me, it only made sense because everything seemed aligned to make it happen. Moving the timeline severely reduces the chances we&rsquo;ll see it.</p>
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Question: <p>i feel like it would be super cool if will ended up having pyrokinetic powers because he always fireballed shit in dnd so it would be a fun &rdquo;foreshadowing&rdquo; kinda thing but maybe its just wishful thinking</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, that was one of the reasons we thought it might be him. That and the fact that he was able to manipulate the Christmas lights from the Upside Down and communicate through the phone suggested he might have some sort of electricity/energy manipulation powers.</p>
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Question: <p><a href="https://general-kj.tumblr.com/post/667209398170550272">https://general-kj.tumblr.com/post/667209398170550272</a></p><p>This post was fairly convincing to me of it being Will in the explosion scene but I am not a theorist lol.</p>
Answer: <p>I thought so, too, until I took a closer look. It&rsquo;s not that shirt, and he isn&rsquo;t wearing anything under it like in the scene.</p><p>It&rsquo;s not Will, and, now that we have a better look at his hair, it&rsquo;s probably not him in front of the car, either.</p><p>If Will is goin to have any plot significance here, it will be through his previously theorized reality altering powers. I&rsquo;m very interested to see what he paints and how it might tie in with the story. The fever dream known as The Peanut Butter Solution is on the movie list for a reason. Nobody watches that without good cause.</p>
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Question: <p>It&rsquo;s possible while on the run he did a wardrobe change. </p>
Answer: <p>I know a lot of us want this to be Will, but I don&rsquo;t see it currently.</p><p>But let&rsquo;s step back for a second. I, myself, jumped to conclusions by thinking that El is causing an explosion here. I mostly said that because the person isn&rsquo;t reacting to the explosion like most people would, by running or getting down on the ground. That led me to think this person expected the explosion and wasn&rsquo;t afraid of it. There could be another explanation.</p><p>Regardless, that person&rsquo;s outfit does not match any of Will&rsquo;s known outfits, but it does potentially match one of El&rsquo;s, even if it doesn&rsquo;t look terribly much like her. I mean, it IS a body double since there&rsquo;s stunt and pyro work involved. Those aren&rsquo;t generally perfect matches for the real deal since the viewer will be focused on other things in the shot and there aren&rsquo;t closeups. </p>
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Question: <p>But in one El has her long hair and on the explosion photo it looks cut short again so how could it be Eleven. Will was wearing those same white pants and tbh it&rsquo;s a little hard to tell apart all of these flannels. </p>
Answer: <p>Will&rsquo;s flannel when he&rsquo;s wearing white pants is very different, and he doesn&rsquo;t have a shirt on underneath it.</p><figure data-orig-height="327" data-orig-width="220"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2221917d7bf401abed4072674404678f/3fe33a19b4722152-28/s640x960/a0027f0905a21694e22632d152c96dbd9f8210f1.jpg" data-orig-height="327" data-orig-width="220"/></figure><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1232" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/304c274a654fabaee6d19a85334bae57/3fe33a19b4722152-58/s640x960/f72f59d4c15a494a0a73aa48639ad7849bcd0b62.png" data-orig-height="1232" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><p>I do find it interesting, though, that it&rsquo;s someone who wears a flannel with the sleeves rolled up like Will does. We know he does the undershirt look at some point thanks to his body double in Hawkins. It&rsquo;s brown pants and yet another different flannel, though.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="733" data-orig-width="735"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ecfe19f956e1e0ff3daec5d1b1fbc140/3fe33a19b4722152-fc/s640x960/66bc8cfcb5acf278959e121506385ec56cc16f11.jpg" data-orig-height="733" data-orig-width="735"/></figure></div><p>El wears flannels, too.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="492" data-orig-width="1000"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5535651374130fd5d7c8e198df5770a0/3fe33a19b4722152-49/s640x960/8b7423e6275f7f10cad0f10a62140e28c5a1bce9.jpg" data-orig-height="492" data-orig-width="1000"/></figure></div><p>It&rsquo;s not that one.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="700" data-orig-width="1400"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/034ed3bc68a5ac9ac04c73f35b336985/3fe33a19b4722152-91/s640x960/f3b3b6f9febdc596cac4d96138f731df706b843a.jpg" data-orig-height="700" data-orig-width="1400"/></figure></div><p>But this one? If I look at that undershirt she has, I can see that having pink sleeve cuffs. The hair seems all wrong, yes, but that could potentially be a trick of the light. The hand thing, I can&rsquo;t explain that, either.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 667207297589788672
Date: 2021-11-07 15:21:03 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/667207297589788672
Slug: its-weird-but-i-dont-see-what-everyone-seems-to
Reblog key: DOcVzIBB
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>It&rsquo;s weird but I don&rsquo;t see what everyone seems to see: to me, the flannel El wears isn&rsquo;t the same that the person in front of the explosion, she also has a blue t shirt. Maybe it is El, but it&rsquo;s not the same outfit &#129300;</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s hard to match, but the pattern on the shirt seems to look like hers. The colors are off, but I also adjusted the photo for clarity.</p><p>There&rsquo;s no perfect match for any other known photo. It&rsquo;s not Will&rsquo;s outfit with the white pants. That shirt is different. It&rsquo;s not the one his body double was wearing in Hawkins, and he wore brown pants there, anyway.</p>
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Question: <p>I'm pretty sure the explosion was caused by her crashing the helicopter.</p>
Answer: <p>That would arguably be worse, as it would be her getting her powers back just when she needs them yet again.</p><p>Another thought:</p><p>Maybe this is a scene that separates them from Joyce and Murray. Like, maybe the government fakes their deaths to be able to sneak them into Russia, but maybe the kids are led to believe it&rsquo;s real, too. Or maybe someone really does die here because bad guys (whoever the ones invading the house are) want them or want them dead. Maybe it&rsquo;s a Russian kill squad who learn that Hopper sent them a message. Maybe it&rsquo;s Brenner&rsquo;s men trying to clean up loose ends.</p><p>Maybe nobody made anything blow up with powers here.</p>
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Question: <p>hey! i just want to say thank you for voicing what a lot of people are thinking. i completely agree with you that the covid delay is entirely understandable, but the summer 2022 release is baffling. i&rsquo;m interested in your thoughts: if you had to guess, why do you think they decided summer was a good idea? </p>
Answer: <p>I have no idea. Really. You&rsquo;d think they&rsquo;d want this thing out ASAP after such a long delay. My only guess would be Netflix got involved because they want to schedule their big releases in a way that they don&rsquo;t overlap too much.</p>
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Question: <p>If you look very closely at the hands of the person standing in front of the explosion, it seems like this person is dark-skinned?</p><p>Unless Will a) suddenly turned into a different race overnight, B) someone in post-production really screwed up and/or C) I have some as-yet-undiagnosed vision problem, it's probably not Will. :( </p><p>I'm not trying to be mean- I'm also hoping that Will gets some sort of powers or at the very least a much larger role in the saving of the world- but just expressing a lot of confusion. </p><p>Thank you for all you do for this corner of the fandom, especially yesterday- you were a &#11088;&#65039;!</p>
Answer: <figure data-orig-height="327" data-orig-width="220"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2221917d7bf401abed4072674404678f/8a5d8592d8a56040-72/s640x960/ece1e236963bee1287e8cf416a07e6c55672de88.jpg" data-orig-height="327" data-orig-width="220"/></figure><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="904" data-orig-width="1894"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/699f8e358544851d7762783dc8387bad/8a5d8592d8a56040-90/s640x960/cb54db0c7064315d4cd698f2be79c334fe0b1143.png" data-orig-height="904" data-orig-width="1894"/></figure></div><p>El.</p><p>Great.</p><p>That looks just like the shirt she&rsquo;s wearing. </p><p>Now it&rsquo;s just a matter of whether she caused the explosion or not.</p><p>I swear, if they give her new powers I&rsquo;m out. Her being OP is already tired and played out.</p><p>I can&rsquo;t explain the hands, except to say I originally thought they were gloves or a &ldquo;burnt&rdquo; effect.</p>
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Question: <p>That whole summer release pissed me off too, but after some time I wondered if maybe its an effect of the October IATSE strike. It was largely averted but new negotiations may have created some delays post-production.  idk, maybe? I'm like you in that the long wait is impacting interest in the show and cast is aging out if they want to keep the timeline semi-compressed. I rather the Duffers invest their time in character-driven stories than huge CGI-ridden action plots that take so long to make.</p>
Answer: <p>I feel like I&rsquo;ve been very forgiving of the extended delay due to Covid. When fans have lashed out angrily at how long this season has taken, I would come out and try to calm people down. It&rsquo;s very understandable that the Covid crisis would impact things, and it would be wrong to take it out on the production team.</p><p>That said, filming wrapped back at the end of the summer. I&rsquo;d really like an explanation as to why we have to wait nearly a year after that to see the finished product. I know there is special effects work to do, but a year&rsquo;s worth? A predicted Spring release was already frustrating, but it was accepted as a result of their history of releasing around the time the seasons take place. Instead, we&rsquo;re going to get season 4 approximately 3 YEARS after season 3. Should we expect season 5 in late 2024?</p><p>Not that I expect anyone from the show to be reading this, but, in the off-chance, hey, why are we waiting so long for this season? We&rsquo;ve already waited so long for it due to Covid and the already slow production process this show seems to have, so any artificial delay really feels unnecessary and counterproductive.</p>
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Question: <p>So first I was thinking- how on Earth could it be anyone BUT El. But then I thought about it and saw the cast transformation picture. And Noah is wearing white trousers and a checked shirt. So I mean&hellip;it&rsquo;s looking up more and more to be Will IMO. </p>
Answer: <p>See, people just expect it to be El at this point. I really hope they&rsquo;re playing on that, and that&rsquo;s why El and Will have similar appearances. They might be setting up fans to think El has these big fire powers, only for it to be revealed that it was actually Will all along.</p>
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Answer: <p>Ah, thanks for this. I already sort of thought it would be referring to El. It sounds like a “myth” or “legend” of the events of prior seasons. I think it could be someone telling a story (Mike in a campaign? Will in his art? Max in therapy?) as a means of processing what happened with someone who wasn’t there. So, yeah, I’m thinking it is El being referred to. I suppose it could be Kali if she shows up at the right time, though her powers alone would be lacking against a monster threat.</p><p>Like I said a little while ago, though, the episode titles may be subject to change. A lot of the season 2 titles we got changed between the first and second reveals.</p>
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Question: <div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="252" data-orig-width="467"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/114fe758e31348cc9355909b50695b3b/5f4b4f040800629a-99/s640x960/44c94212ea9e7e88cfc217321fa67a4c5ab0d3d8.png" data-orig-height="252" data-orig-width="467"></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="44" data-orig-width="358"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/937620c765f49e2247cb62d8fee0c334/5f4b4f040800629a-a8/s640x960/971aca948f5899da4d7a023f0ee85f31040cb2f4.png" data-orig-height="44" data-orig-width="358"></figure></div><p>That's what the 3rd episode is called in German. </p><p>Do you think it's gonna be El again? I, personally, hope and pray they either treat the episode titles like they did in season 2 (I read they wanted us to believe that one episode was called the lost brother when in reality it was called the lost sister or so.) or that it's Sara or Kali.</p><p>I really like El but you're right. She shouldn't always be the one that saves the day. </p>
Answer: <p>Ah, thanks for this. I already sort of thought it would be referring to El. It sounds like a “myth” or “legend” of the events of prior seasons. I think it could be someone telling a story (Mike in a campaign? Will in his art? Max in therapy?) as a means of processing what happened with someone who wasn’t there. So, yeah, I’m thinking it is El being referred to. I suppose it could be Kali if she shows up at the right time, though her powers alone would be lacking against a monster threat.</p><p>Like I said a little while ago, though, the episode titles may be subject to change. A lot of the season 2 titles we got changed between the first and second reveals.</p>
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Question: <p>I wish I was as calm as you about yesterday but the more I think about what they gave us, the less I like it: the teaser (no mystery, no supernatural mystic, mainly HS drama, guns and explosions, and another military lab&hellip;), the titles (Billy, really?), the release date, and on top of that, the super annoying posts from the ST account. Are you still optimistic about S4? Because suddenly I&rsquo;m not anymore&hellip;</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, I was definitely not calm for most of the day yesterday. It was late when I finally posted my breakdown, and that&rsquo;s because everything we got seemed to be more of a letdown. I needed time to calm down. A bit of brandy helped mellow me out, too.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not seeing things as badly as I did yesterday, but I&rsquo;m still extremely frustrated and confused over the summer release.</p><p>This is probably going to be more of an 80s action movie type season. There will still be the horror elements, as seen in the 003 teaser. There will also be government conspiracies and evil scientists, as seen in 002, and a dramatic spy/prison break for 001. The 80s tropes will be in full force.</p><p>As for the titles, well, we don&rsquo;t really know if they&rsquo;re final. We&rsquo;ve had those change on us before. The Billy one seems clear to me that it&rsquo;s about Max dealing with her grief. It&rsquo;s not unusual for a counselor to suggest a grieving person write a letter to someone who died in order to try and get closure on unfinished business. Yes, we might learn more about him, things that may put him in a more sympathetic light. I&rsquo;m not sure how it will fit into the season, though. Maybe Max starts seeing him everywhere as a result of the supernatural stuff going on.</p><p>So, yeah, things are still bad and annoying, but maybe not as much as my kneejerk reaction yesterday made it all seem.</p>
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Question: <p>Hold up- so have you changed to mind? Do you think Will is going to be pushed the side again? I honestly CANNOT take that if it happens. </p>
Answer: <p>I haven&rsquo;t changed my mind about what should happen. I&rsquo;m just starting to doubt a bit that it&rsquo;s going to happen that way.</p><p>We&rsquo;re talking about a production team that decided a SUMMER 2022 RELEASE was a good thing after it&rsquo;s already been two years.</p>
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Question: <p>*sigh</p><p>The title tease said it was going to be summer 2022 </p><p>*cries*</p>
Answer: <p>&hellip;</p><p>&hellip;</p><p>&hellip;</p><p>And just like that, I&rsquo;m back to being pissed off again.</p>
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Question: <p>Remember when the st twitter account said this was Will&rsquo;s season? I doubt they simply lied about that.</p><p><br></p><p>I think they pushed Will into the backround of his teaser on purpose to make his role in this season more shocking I guess. </p>
Answer: <p>I actually don&rsquo;t remember that, to be fair. </p><p>I know that a character being pushed into the background can be intentional, but it&rsquo;s the same thing they did last season.</p>
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Question: <p>It probably will ignore Will's bday. El says Day 185, which probably means 185 days since she saw Mike. The Byers left in October, which means at the earliest S4 takes place on April 4th.</p>
Answer: <p>That wouldn&rsquo;t make sense with the timeline. Spring Break is really just Easter Break with a secular name. Easter that year was late March, which matches with the calendar I posted before.</p><p>We don&rsquo;t really know what the day count refers to. It could be since she moved, but it could also be something else, like when Hopper died. We also don&rsquo;t know exactly when the Byers moved. The title card said &ldquo;Three months later&rdquo; or something, but that&rsquo;s not used as an exact measurement. Late September could be considered &ldquo;three months&rdquo; after early July.</p><p>All we do know is that this letter is written, and presumably received, before Mike heads out to California. </p><p>Either way, it does seem like there could be some chronological inconsistencies. I will be angry if Will ends up being shoved into the background yet again, though.</p>
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Question: <p>Omg Will is holding an Alan Turing poster! Do you think that means something. </p>
Answer: <p>This is a better question for <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a>, but since you asked&hellip;</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="623" data-orig-width="1280"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/632fbf73df942433aa48fa5a6af6317d/89d36b152ff96357-fc/s640x960/933e202e38a19a393c010ea31a0e1380fe15489d.jpg" data-orig-height="623" data-orig-width="1280"/></figure></div><p> It looks like a poster that Will may have made for a school project. I&rsquo;m not an expert on Turing&rsquo;s work, but I do know he was considered to be a brilliant mathematician, computer scientist, and codebreaker. He was responsible for breaking coded messages sent by the Nazis in WWII. He was also gay, which resulted in him being persecuted and sentenced to chemical castration for committing &ldquo;homosexual acts&rdquo; under British law. </p><p>I&rsquo;m not going to pretend to know what this means for Will or the season itself. I do think, given how many possible people he could do a project on, that this was an intentional choice by the writers. Either Will chose to do his project on Alan Turing, or he was assigned it by a teacher. I&rsquo;m not sure a teacher in the 80s would be focusing on Turing, the individual, even if his work was brought up. I&rsquo;m very curious as to whether Will was aware Turing was gay, or if he discovers it during his research. </p><p>I mean, do they really expect us to see Will working on something involving Alan Turing and not have him know or discover the man was gay?</p><p>It could also potentially be a clue as to Will&rsquo;s importance. Turing was key to breaking Nazi codes. Like Will, Turing was unappreciated in his time due to prejudice. </p><p>Linking Will to Turing is very conspicuous. They don&rsquo;t even have to address it outside of Will working on that poster. The Duffers do enjoy their little &ldquo;blink and you&rsquo;ll miss it&rdquo; hints.</p>
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Question: <p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/667116352300007424/his-birthday-falls-on-spring-break-if-they-end-up">hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/667116352300007424/his-birthday-falls-on-spring-break-if-they-end-up</a></p><p>I would be surprised if they didn't acknowledge it, even if it happens during the road trip/apocalypse part of the scene &#128518;</p><p>I mean, the roller rink trip and/or visit from mike could be in celebration of will's birthday- don't give up hope!!</p>
Answer: <div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="741" data-orig-width="807"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c2258d9b05d08a2e0ba87c87cbec5bbb/580750cfb2b16180-29/s640x960/1fcaa9464b552277ee1740c539dc3f3091c53be7.png" data-orig-height="741" data-orig-width="807"/></figure></div><p>Will&rsquo;s birthday is March 22nd. It&rsquo;s literally the day after kids get out for Spring Break the previous Friday. If Mike is there for Spring Break, then he&rsquo;d arrive no sooner than March 21st, and that&rsquo;s provided he hops on a plane right after school. Even if he couldn&rsquo;t make it there in time for Will&rsquo;s birthday, he&rsquo;d be there within a couple days. There would be no reason to not acknowledge it unless the danger erupts literally the moment Mike arrives.</p><p>If Will&rsquo;s birthday is ignored, then it&rsquo;d be a conscious choice by the writers.</p><p>Another question worth asking is are they going to have Will and El passing themselves off as twins? Is Will&rsquo;s birthday also going to be El&rsquo;s birthday?</p>
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Question: <p>I love El but why must everything revolve around her in what is supposed to be an ensemble show. I hope it&rsquo;s not going to be like that in the actual season &#128553;</p>
Answer: <p>Sigh, I have no idea why they keep doing that. I like El, too, but making everything all about her gets exhausting. She now has two of the four teasers totally dedicated to her. </p><p>We barely got to see the Byers, or even Mike, in this latest teaser. They were entirely secondary to El. </p><p>I don&rsquo;t know what they were thinking, but it does send the message, intentional or not, that El is much more important than any other character.</p>
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Question: <p>I love El but why must everything revolve around her in what is supposed to be an ensemble show. I hope it&rsquo;s not going to be like that in the actual season &#128553;</p>
Answer: <p>Sigh, I have no idea why they keep doing that. I like El, too, but making everything all about her gets exhausting. She now has two of the four teasers totally dedicated to her. </p><p>We barely got to see the Byers, or even Mike, in this latest teaser. They were entirely secondary to El. </p><p>I don&rsquo;t know what they were thinking, but it does send the message, intentional or not, that El is much more important than any other character.</p>
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Question: <p>How many hours until the start of the event?</p>
Answer: <p>Here&rsquo;s the schedule they put out. Everything is listed in Pacific Time, so you have to adjust for where you live.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1350" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a5409b130b12ec3240bc706b04c1d729/b9e43ea007a322ba-ed/s640x960/bdda91255b1502c3a3172f0cdb5868c2174721e9.jpg" data-orig-height="1350" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><p>7AM PT is 10AM ET, so One Word: California should be in just under two hours as of the time of this post.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, stranger things day

Post id: 666970679248289792
Date: 2021-11-05 00:40:06 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/666970679248289792
Slug: i-dont-think-youre-being-oversensitive-there
Reblog key: GUa20gIo
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I don't think you're being oversensitive. There was a significant number of replies and qrts with similar reactions. I think that speaks to your observation about things getting lost in text and how there's risk in comparing hardships--even if the intention was good. Bottom line, Will is a fictional character who was written to survive his ordeal with the help of his family &amp; friends, where Barb was not. I think a message about (his) personal strength and finding support would've worked better.</p>
Answer: <p>Agreed. I don&rsquo;t hold it against them, as I do think the intentions were good, but it&rsquo;s still a learning opportunity.</p>
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Question: <p>Will showed incredible strength and courage hanging on in the Upside Down all on his own. It's okay to celebrate that and use it as inspiration to help you endure your own tough times. It's not the same as saying "your problems are lesser" OR "Will's all better now". More like "Will survived the Upside Down when no-one thought he could, not even him. You have that same strength in you. You can survive your own shit. You got this!" And I'm here for content that recognizes Will's strengths</p>
Answer: <p>I think the fact that we read that billboard in two entirely different ways is proof of how careful you need to be in talking to people about their problems. The main thing that is lost through text is tone of voice, leaving us to add that part in ourselves. How we interpret the tone of a written message can radically change its meaning.</p><p>Will definitely is strong, and that is why he&rsquo;s been able to go on after experiencing everything he&rsquo;s gone through. One can be strong and still continue to suffer. It is a story that can be relatable to many of us. I just think we have to be careful in how we say it.</p><p>Our brave boy, unfortunately, tends to keep his pain to himself. I don&rsquo;t think he&rsquo;s out of the woods, yet.</p>
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Question: <p>Wait- so is 004 coming out on ST day then?? </p>
Answer: <p>Well, in fairness, it hasn&rsquo;t been officially announced. It&rsquo;s been one of the prevailing theories, though, and the social media post today seems to really be supporting that idea. I&rsquo;d almost be willing to put money on it.</p><p>We know we&rsquo;re getting something since we always do. They love to commemorate Stranger Things Day. Putting out this photo&hellip;</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1167" data-orig-width="1073"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/84e981d926c17b19f533ad30a7739697/d31a62dfd13c3dd2-51/s640x960/fcba68951397076515d8f6cd35e01ee38eb42cb4.jpg" data-orig-height="1167" data-orig-width="1073"/></figure></div><p>&hellip;only makes me more likely to think we&rsquo;re getting season 4 content, and 004 has yet to be released. Hell, you can even see the Surfer Boy Pizza Van on the right, so it&rsquo;s not like it&rsquo;s some random image. It could well be a still shot from the Pizza Party&rsquo;s road trip back to Hawkins. There&rsquo;s a lot of desert that they&rsquo;ll have to drive through, regardless of what route they take. From what I can see, if they take I-40 (which also passes through Albuquerque), they can switch to I-44 at Oklahoma City, then I-70 at St. Louis, which goes all the way to Indianapolis. That route passes through the Mojave Desert.</p><p>As for what we see&hellip;who knows. Kaypeace21 might be onto something with the whole dad thing connecting 001, 002, and 003. It could potentially be a reveal of Lonnie coming back to ruin Will&rsquo;s birthday. If Will really does have powers, then the stress of such an event would certainly kick them into high gear. </p><p>On the other hand, maybe it will be more of a look at Lenora Hills. We have a couple days before we find out.</p>
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Question: <p>when lonnie was quoted that was Noah's reaction: "lonnie who even is that guy", so I don't know if people should have such high expectations about it</p>
Answer: <p>I didn&rsquo;t watch it at all, but I heard that he was clearly trolling the audience at times. This comes as no surprise to me given his personality. I wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised if he was just feigning ignorance.</p>
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Question: <p>I also think it&rsquo;s telling that Noah said not once but twice now in interviews that S4 will be romantic. But I agree he could be thinking about Jopper. I remember when he spoiled that Hop was alive, he actually said "Hopper has a good storyline" in S4, and I then found it a bit odd from him to comment on another character. But I could see him being invested in Jopper since this romance has direct implications for Will (and El)&rsquo;s future. It could also reveal things about Joyce&rsquo;s past, and once again, indirectly about Will&rsquo;s.</p>
Answer: <p>Maybe. The most frustrating (and exciting?) thing about what he said is there&rsquo;s literally no evidence that links it to any particular characters. We&rsquo;re seeing everyone&rsquo;s personal biases coming into play here as we all interpret it. I brought up Jopper because it seems to be the couple that would have the most emotional reunion given that everyone thinks Hopper is dead. We got to see Mike overjoyed at learning Will was alive, but he only thought he was dead for, what, a day? Also with Mike, we got to see him full of relief at El being alive, but the romantic elements of it did seem to be initiated mainly by El. With Joyce and Hopper, we will have a situation where Joyce has thought Hopper&rsquo;s been dead for months, and it will still be a tough road to a reunion even after she learns he&rsquo;s alive. Even if they don&rsquo;t get together or last forever, that reunion will be all kinds of emotional.</p><p>I just try to keep myself from jumping to conclusions by thinking of alternative explanations for things. It&rsquo;s still possible that he was referring to something romantic for Will, even if it&rsquo;s just him and Mike explicitly dancing around their feelings, or even for multiple characters. I guess the biggest question is how much of the season does Noah (or any single actor) know about? Did they only get scripts for their particular scenes? If so, then he&rsquo;d only really be able to talk about his own storyline. That might be why people are jumping to conclusions that it&rsquo;s about Mike and Will.</p><p>I think the biggest trap that fans can fall into is thinking every bit of information is about their own theories, headcanons, or favorite ships. We have to balance our excitement with reality checks in order to temper our expectations. None of us will be totally right about what&rsquo;s coming. Theories are all in good fun, but we shouldn&rsquo;t be so sure about them that we insist we&rsquo;re right.</p><p>We&rsquo;ll eventually get to see what all these clues have meant. I get the excitement, but I feel it&rsquo;s folly for anyone to be doing victory dances just yet.</p>
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Question: <p>It is probably romantic bc the whole party is just going to play dnd and nothing bad is going to happen to anyone :)))) </p><p><br></p><p><span class="npf_color_joey">Bc</span> <span class="npf_color_monica">dnd</span> <span class="npf_color_ross">is</span> <span class="npf_color_rachel">will's</span> <span class="npf_color_chandler">true</span> <span class="npf_color_niles">love</span>  /j</p><p>(also I read somewhere it is also going to be wills darkest season but I just heard that didn't read it myself) </p>
Answer: <p>This whole time the Mindflayer was really just trying to flirt with Will. It has a &ldquo;pulling the girl&rsquo;s pigtails&rdquo; mentality and just doesn&rsquo;t know how to express its feelings. Will loves D&amp;D so much that he could only ever truly love a creature from a fantasy adventure.</p>
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Question: <p>A friendly reminder for that anon snowflake </p><p>Mike considered asking Will to be the best thing he ever did </p><p>Mike went into a storm to apologize to will but couldn't do the same with el</p><p>Mike went above and beyond to find Will in season 1 even after seeing his &ldquo;corpse"</p><p>And those are just a few of their moments </p><p>Also it isn't even canon that el is with mike and will because i think it is weird they had shown the whole party  already but waited for the last teaser to show Mike and Will. </p><p>Sorry for dumping this all here </p><p>I just needed to remind myself c:</p>
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Question: <p>hearing noah say twice that this season's gonna be "romantic" is super exciting! do you have any ideas or predictions for what he meant by that? i'd love to hear your thoughts :D</p>
Answer: <p>I might as well address this to help my previous troll feel a little bit more justified. I&rsquo;d hate to ruin a kid&rsquo;s day.</p><p>I would assume that if an actor mentioned something they did being romantic that it&rsquo;d involve their character somehow. I&rsquo;d find it odd for him to highlight elements of the show that he wasn&rsquo;t a part of. This doesn&rsquo;t automatically mean that Will gets some romance, but Noah would be most knowledgeable of his own scenes and storylines. </p><p>There&rsquo;s no direct (or indirect, really) evidence of what could be romantic about it. It also somewhat goes up against what Finn said about this season being particularly messed up. There&rsquo;s no reason it can&rsquo;t be both, but they are two very different things to highlight. Considering the two of them presumably are part of the same storyline, I do find it odd that they&rsquo;d focus on different elements. </p><p>At the end of the day, there are plenty of avenues for romance, even if the events of the season will make it difficult to have a happy ending (at least until next season). Noah could be referring to a Joyce/Hopper reunion, as that will no doubt be very emotional. That would be my best guess as far as any currently canon pairing goes.</p><p>Yes, a part of me would be very happy to have him be referring to Mike and Will. It&rsquo;s not impossible, but I feel like it would be difficult for them to reach the &ldquo;romantic&rdquo; stage within season 4. Everything about their dynamic has been largely subtext for so long that suddenly making it explicit would be jarring. Add on that Mike and El would need their own closure before Mike and Will could progress, and that seems like a very tight timeframe to me. I suppose it comes down to what Noah meant by romantic. I suppose it would still fit if we saw some more blatant affection between them, even if one or both of them still aren&rsquo;t ready.</p><p>This is one of those things that we&rsquo;ll just have to wait and see what it means. Noah loves getting fans riled up by saying things like this, but it still doesn&rsquo;t tell us much. If he actually said anything really indicative, the Duffers would probably sew his mouth shut.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, byler, will byers

Post id: 666515153017323520
Date: 2021-10-30 23:59:42 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/666515153017323520
Slug: noah-said-it-is-romantic-cause-his-character
Reblog key: s4hDZ7Dc
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>noah said it is romantic cause his character spends time with mike and el in season 4 which means will gets to see them fall even harder in love with each other, nice try tho &#128538; mike will never be g*y no matter how much you snowflakes want it! </p>
Answer: <p>Pretty sad attempt at trolling considering I didn&rsquo;t even bring this up. </p><p>Which one of us is the &ldquo;snowflake&rdquo; exactly?</p>
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Question: <p>I'm excited by the implications of Noah's interview, but do you think he may also mean "never work with" in a substantive way? Like with Joe, Maya, Murray or Priah? I ask because Steve and Robin never had substantive scenes or actual dialogue with Will even when filming group shots in S3. Similar with Steve and El (mmv for that small exchange at Scoops). While Brenner and Lonnie are def sus, I see Will as having had scenes only with his Mom, Jonathan, his friends, Hopper, Nancy, and Doc Owens.</p>
Answer: <p>While it&rsquo;s not impossible, I still think the way he said it suggests it&rsquo;s someone he&rsquo;s never shared a scene with.</p><p>Plus, there is currently no reason to believe that Will spends any significant amount of time in Hawkins. While we know he gets there eventually, the majority of his storyline involves Mike, Jonathan, and Argyle. El is probably involved to some extent, also, considering she lives with him now, but she also seems to have her own storyline this season.</p><p>While the storylines do usually converge towards the end, it would be weird for him to reference actors he spends a relatively small amount of time with in that quote. </p><p>I suppose the possibilities that his interview brought up are what makes it exciting in the first place.</p>
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Question: <p>Noah has a new interview with People mag. Says that on s4 he got to work with people he's never worked with before. Would fit the Lonnie and Brenner theories, as the way he phrased it didn't really sound like he was talking about all new cast members? And he describes the season as "romantic". Interesting.</p>
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Question: <p>300 days just for filming sounds so rough. I know we all want a new season, but hearing that makes me feel so bad for the actors and the rest of the crew :( They all deserve a break.</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, it&rsquo;s been a hellish filming schedule for them, for sure. I imagine Covid only made it worse. There may well have been parts they had to reshoot or that took longer to shoot due to restrictions. I appreciate all the hard work the cast and crew put in to make this possible.</p><p>As much as I agree they deserve a break, I still don&rsquo;t want another huge gap between seasons. It&rsquo;s already a production that takes quite a while from start to finish. I almost feel like they need to add an artificial time skip in between seasons 4 and 5 to try and keep up with the kids&rsquo; aging. </p><p>Kidding, of course, but Lucas almost looks as old as Steve at this point. Still, I hope they can let people take it easy between seasons. Season 5 will deserve to have everyone at their best, so it can be the swan song it should be.</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;m wondering who the person across from him is, assuming that actor is Noah. The hands look more feminine than masculine. Do you think it could possibly be El? Or maybe just another lab subject? </p>
Answer: <p>If it does turn out that the boy is Will, then I&rsquo;m banking on the girl being El. They do seem to go out of their way to avoid showing enough of them to know who they are. There may be reason for that.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think the chess guy is Will? (Second teaser)</p>
Answer: <p>I actually wondered about that well before the teaser came out. It started with this set photo: </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1133" data-orig-width="755"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/d6b110356d1d1b2b7517ed904671c889/37452c6e437a3de5-cb/s640x960/863f7e9ca7837f9e7ac527a818eb08c8588eb801.jpg" data-orig-height="1133" data-orig-width="755"/></figure></div><p>I felt that the kid on the right sort of looked like Noah. I mean, it probably isn&rsquo;t, but that was my gut reaction. In fact, this photo was probably from when they were filming the scenes that were in that teaser.</p><p>Still, it would be pretty cool if that kid playing chess was Will. </p><p>One scenario I could see is that at at least part of that teaser was actually from the end of the season. We know Will gets to Hawkins with El and Mike at some point, so it would have to happen after that. Imagine something like everything goes wrong at the end. Maybe the supernatural threat is fought off, at least temporarily, but both El and Will are captured.</p><p>It&rsquo;s a longshot, but it&rsquo;s not impossible. Perhaps the best way for El and Will to get scenes together is to have them in a situation where the only one they have is each other. Still, the safe money would be on that kid being some total rando.</p>
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Question: <p>Greetings Sir, you finally joined the Will is the one in the burning car scene truthers then? &#128521; How come?   Ps: What happened to that face reveal challenge? It's still a thing right? </p>
Answer: <p>Greetings!</p><p>I won&rsquo;t go so far as to say that I think it&rsquo;s definitely Will in that photo. Still, it seems the most likely possibility at the moment. It does look like it could be him, plus they&rsquo;ve been very secretive about him (or any of the Byers really) in all promo material so far. It certainly doesn&rsquo;t hurt that I am in the &ldquo;Will has powers&rdquo; camp, as well. I was also able to determine that the car in the photo could possibly be Lonnie&rsquo;s based on its shape and size.</p><p>Hey, we&rsquo;ll see, right? If it isn&rsquo;t Will, then it makes his absence in all the teasers even more conspicuous. </p><p>As for the face reveal, hm, I still think you all are a bit too interested in what I look like. I can&rsquo;t honestly remember if I ever settled on a condition for that. How about we say that if that does end up being Will in front of the burning car, then I&rsquo;ll show a photo?</p>
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Question: <p>Finn in the Jimmy Fallons interview said Mileven will reunite :( i don&rsquo;t think byler is gonna be canon..</p>
Answer: <p>sigh, ok, I didn&rsquo;t see this interview, but, c'mon, did people really think Mike and El weren&rsquo;t going to have a reunion?</p><p>It bothers me that mainstream media personalities ignore Will and think El and Mike are an adorable couple, but that&rsquo;s what people have been conditioned to see on TV. Plus, it&rsquo;s very likely that both Mike and Will have quite a bit of work to do before either of them is really ready anyway.</p>
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Question: <p>Finn in the Jimmy Fallons interview said Mileven will reunite :( i don&rsquo;t think byler is gonna be canon..</p>
Answer: <p>sigh, ok, I didn&rsquo;t see this interview, but, c'mon, did people really think Mike and El weren&rsquo;t going to have a reunion?</p><p>It bothers me that mainstream media personalities ignore Will and think El and Mike are an adorable couple, but that&rsquo;s what people have been conditioned to see on TV. Plus, it&rsquo;s very likely that both Mike and Will have quite a bit of work to do before either of them is really ready anyway.</p>
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Question: <p>It's so ironic that Mike asks Will about not joining another party, but Mike does it himself in season 4 by joining Hellfire Club. What do you think?</p>
Answer: <p>I think people are assuming too much from that exchange. The entire moment was about Mike being afraid Will would move on and replace him. Will was (apparently) able to read into what Mike was saying, and he reassured Mike that it was &ldquo;not possible.&rdquo; </p><p>Mike did not promise Will anything regarding D&amp;D. He doesn&rsquo;t find another party, as far as we can tell. It&rsquo;s a school club, which Will would likely be a part of had he been there. It&rsquo;s possible that Will already knows about it, as it may have already existed when he moved in October.</p><p>The way I see it, Dustin probably wanted to join the Hellfire Club first. We don&rsquo;t know how he gets Mike to join, but, apparently, Lucas doesn&rsquo;t join himself. Maybe Mike feels like he owes it to Dustin after how horrible he was to his friends over the summer. Maybe he wants to keep his D&amp;D skills sharp for when Will comes to visit. Maybe he just really misses D&amp;D, so he joins (but finds out that something seems to not feel right). </p><p>If they somehow use the Hellfire Club to create friction between Mike and Will then I&rsquo;ll be a bit annoyed. Mike feeling too cool and grown up for D&amp;D was one of his big flaws in season 3. The fact that he&rsquo;s working into his identity as he gets older should be seen as development. He can&rsquo;t really help it if he has nobody but Dustin to play with, and we shouldn&rsquo;t hold it against him anymore than Will should. Will might be a bit annoyed, but he can&rsquo;t accuse Mike of being a hypocrite. He knows as well as we do that their conversation wasn&rsquo;t really about D&amp;D.</p>
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Question: <p>Finn in the Jimmy Fallons interview said Mileven will reunite :( i don&rsquo;t think byler is gonna be canon..</p>
Answer: <p>sigh, ok, I didn&rsquo;t see this interview, but, c'mon, did people really think Mike and El weren&rsquo;t going to have a reunion?</p><p>It bothers me that mainstream media personalities ignore Will and think El and Mike are an adorable couple, but that&rsquo;s what people have been conditioned to see on TV. Plus, it&rsquo;s very likely that both Mike and Will have quite a bit of work to do before either of them is really ready anyway.</p>
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Question: <p>what do you think about Will defeating the mf with his powers which are supposedly fire or at least something to do with heat because the  mf "likes it cold"</p><p>and how do you think Will's powers will be revealed?</p>
Answer: <p>How do I think his powers will be revealed?</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0586e54f7e3fdd6e0a270dda53eb24ee/1bc19108fef5300b-24/s640x960/f5414788bd99b1940d3d2d325d76ac99beb91a97.jpg" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"/></figure></div><p>While it&rsquo;s in no way proven that this is him, I still think it&rsquo;s the best possibility. He&rsquo;s had anger growing in him for a long time now, and it&rsquo;s only a matter of time before it&rsquo;s unleashed. His blowup at Mike in season 3 doesn&rsquo;t really count. He was likely still holding back seeing as how it was Mike. If it were someone else, though? Someone he didn&rsquo;t like? Someone who mistreated him and let him down time and time again? Someone like Lonnie?</p><p>As for him defeating the Mindflayer with fire powers, I think both yes and no. I think Will might be able to use fire to stop the Mindflayer, to contain it. </p><p>However, since I do think that the Mindflayer may, in fact, be a part of Will, he can&rsquo;t really kill it. I think Will being able to stand up to it with his powers, being able to basically rein it in, could lead to a meeting of the minds, as it were. I think Will ultimately &ldquo;defeats&rdquo; the Mindflayer by accepting it as a part of himself. He would essentially make peace with the Mindflayer by making peace with the feelings and experiences he tried for so long to deny.</p><p>I think that the above photo could actually lead to a season finale where we question Will&rsquo;s fate. It would be like Return of the Jedi where they teased Luke falling to the Dark Side. Luke had so much justifiable anger, and it led to Palpatine tempting him to embrace it. He could have easily followed in his own father&rsquo;s footsteps, with Vader representing his own dark side. In the end, though, his love for his father overpowered his anger. This allowed for not only his own triumph over temptation, but Vader&rsquo;s redemption, as well. I think that something like this is what we can expect with Will and the Mindflayer. It&rsquo;s not a direct 1:1 metaphor, but perhaps Lonnie would play the part of Palpatine here.</p>
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Question: <p>so what&rsquo;s your thoughts on if the vecna/peter plot will come true?</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;ll admit that I didn&rsquo;t read much about it. Those who have followed me for a while now will know I don&rsquo;t care for leaks. I did get the gist of it, though, just from other people talking about it. </p><p>This idea of Peter being a villain does not appeal to me at all. If this happens, it means that the marketing team flat out lied in his character bio when he was announced.</p><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>&ldquo;a caring man who works as an orderly at a psychiatric hospital. Tired of the brutality he witnesses day after day, will Peter finally take a stand?&rdquo;</p></blockquote><p>That does not sound like someone who is slated to be a villain. At worst, perhaps he is flayed just like Will and Billy. If he were to be the primary antagonist, or this supposed Vecna, then his character bio isn&rsquo;t just misleading, it&rsquo;s a lie. </p><p>What I would expect from Peter is for him to do something well-intentioned that has terrible consequences. Perhaps he takes his stand and sets in motion a series of events that allows someone else to enact some horrific plan. It would be similar to when Jonathan and Nancy got the Lab shut down, only to open the way for the Russians to set up shop in Hawkins once the government was forced to leave. Someone as kind as Peter, someone tired of witnessing brutality, could be easily manipulated. Remember that he&rsquo;ll be surrounded by the mentally ill, which could include sociopaths.</p><p>I&rsquo;ll admit that the whole Eye of Vecna thing might seem to be supported by all the eye gouging we&rsquo;ve seen and heard about. The rabbit in the teaser seemed to have its eyes gouged out, and apparently Creel&rsquo;s eyes will have been gouged out in the present, as well. This isn&rsquo;t proof of anything, though. </p><p>If it does end up true, then I may be highly disappointed. Introducing a new villain in what could have been the final season (remember that they only decided on a 5th season during development of season 4) seems like a bad move to me. They had just spent two seasons building up the Mindflayer as the biggest threat, and there was never any indication it was defeated since the monster in season 3 was mostly just a puppet of flesh.</p><p>Although, given that Dustin tends to name these things, &ldquo;Vecna&rdquo; could just be another extension of the Mindflayer. Dustin wouldn&rsquo;t necessarily know if they were really one in the same. At the end of the day, I still think it&rsquo;s all a manifestation of Will&rsquo;s repressed trauma and/or dark side.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think Brenner could be in a (mental) hospital? Cuz it&rsquo;s also my theory but I haven&rsquo;t seen anyone discussing it. I just doubt he&rsquo;s still the man he&rsquo;s used to be + with an organization able to kidnap and experiment on El again and without being tracked by the government.</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, maybe? After his encounter with the demogorgon, he may have been left so rattled that the government may have had him locked away. Whether it&rsquo;s because they didn&rsquo;t believe what he said, or they just wanted to keep him quiet is irrelevant. </p><p>Maybe that&rsquo;s why El gets &ldquo;captured.&rdquo; She&rsquo;s trying to get to him. Not out of any compassion, of course, but because she has need of him.</p><p>It&rsquo;s not a bad idea. Plus, they really seem to want us to think El gets captured, and that&rsquo;s enough to make me think that&rsquo;s not quite the case. Ace Ventura is on the movie list, I believe, and there&rsquo;s an entire scene where Ace goes undercover in a mental hospital as a prospective patient in order to find some key evidence.</p>
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Question: <p>what do you think in your personal opinion is the timeline of events of when brenner captures el? like do think this happens shortly after the police station while the gang is on the road? or happens when they step into hawkins?</p>
Answer: <p>This has been bugging me for quite some time, actually.</p><p>Assuming she does end up captured, which isn&rsquo;t exactly a guarantee, then I would think it would take a few episodes before she&rsquo;s broken out or escapes. There is a fair amount of available time, as I&rsquo;m inclined to believe that the Pizza Party doesn&rsquo;t arrive in Hawkins until the last couple of episodes. What is less certain is how early in the season would El end up in custody. </p><p>I can&rsquo;t see the Byers being focused enough to pick Mike up at the airport (his most likely means of transport) if they are worried about El. This suggests to me that El would get captured no earlier than episode 2. This gives them a few episodes to help El get out, while also allowing for El to get some development with Brenner and her past. That&rsquo;s a big thing to keep in mind. If El is going to go through something like this, then it needs to add something to the story. Having her get captured in one episode, only to be rescued in the next, really would seem to me like a pointless exercise. </p><p>If I had to really set down a more specific timeline, then I&rsquo;d like to refer to the episode titles I came up with a little while back.</p><ol><li>The Hellfire Club (I’ve got a really good feeling about this one!)</li><li>Welcome to Lenora Hills</li><li>Happy Birthday</li><li>The Haunted House</li><li>Family Reunion</li><li>The Rescue</li><li>Code Red: Hawkins</li><li>Home Sweet Home</li><li>Twelve</li></ol><p>Based on this, which is a funny thing to say since I made them, then I&rsquo;d say El gets captured in episode 3 and rescued in episode 6. What I&rsquo;m imagining is a roller rink birthday trip for Will, insert weird supernatural thing, El gets blamed, Brenner&rsquo;s men conveniently show up to nab her, then the Pizza Party sets out to save her. This gives a few episodes for development, with Family Reunion specifically being a huge episode for El, Brenner, and maybe Kali. Next, in The Rescue, the Pizza Party will somehow manage to get El out, while Joyce and Murray presumably locate and extract Hopper. Cue both groups learning that Hawkins is literally going to hell.</p><p>That&rsquo;s just my (current) view of things, of course. I have very little reason to believe that this is what will ultimately happen. Still, considering I&rsquo;m no storywriter, I&rsquo;m a bit proud of what I came up with.</p>
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Question: <p>Since you're American could you please tell me what god d*mn accent papa has? I figured it must be American but it sounds kinda, different, odd?. </p><p>If you don't know either this is a shout out to other Americans. xD</p>
Answer: <p>To be honest, Brenner&rsquo;s voice/accent is a strange thing in and of itself. As far as I can tell, Matthew Modine doesn&rsquo;t usually sound like that. This suggests that his voice in Stranger Things is a conscious choice that requires some effort. I&rsquo;m inclined to believe it means something, but I don&rsquo;t know what. I will say, though, that it&rsquo;s almost like someone forcing himself to sound a certain way. In a way, this makes sense. Dr. Brenner has to work with children, so he has to come across as both authoritative and paternal in order to promote the sort of obedience he needs in his subjects.</p><p>Still, I&rsquo;m no voice/accent expert. If anyone out there has any training in that area, please feel free to chime in.</p><p>In looking up clips to study his voice, I legit found a video titled &ldquo;DR. BRENNER IS THE REAL HERO!&rdquo; No lie. It&rsquo;s a strange world out there. My curiosity is generally rather strong, but not enough to add to that video&rsquo;s view count.</p>
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Question: <p>Ppl have theorized that El gets recaptured every time since S1: are we sure it&rsquo;s happening this time? I&rsquo;m not convinced. Maybe she&rsquo;s asked to collaborate on something but just gets back to her friends after that. (and that&rsquo;s what we saw in the sneak peek).</p>
Answer: <p>I have toyed around with the idea that instead of getting captured, El infiltrates a mental hospital (either Brenner&rsquo;s or the one Creel is at, assuming they&rsquo;re not one in the same). This might require her to do something to draw attention to herself so she gets &ldquo;committed.&rdquo; Meanwhile, the Pizza Party gets in position to extract her when the time is right.</p><p>To be honest, she may well allow herself to be recaptured by Brenner in a desperate attempt to get her powers back. At this point, it wouldn&rsquo;t be terribly difficult for her to break out again if she does get them back. Still, I think it&rsquo;d be more interesting if she did it to get information or to save other kids like her.</p>
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Question: <p>Article out today about how Netflix are considering giving Millie a ST spin off. Could be a nothing burger, of course, but it made me wonder. A lot of people consider El the "lead" in ST, as well as providing important female and neurodiverse representation. I could see those people reacting badly to Byler taking center stage, even if it was always the plan and is important representation as well. A spin off would offset any fan controversy on that score.</p>
Answer: <p>Eh, I don&rsquo;t think Byler would have any bearing on this, really. </p><p>Netflix, like any distributor, is going to want to hang on to any hit IP for as long as possible. I imagine that talk of spinoffs is the result of the fact that Stranger Things will be ending after season 5. Netflix may be decent enough to not pressure the Duffers to artificially extend the series, but they would still want to keep the universe alive.</p><p>The problem I would have with this is that the show has indeed be largely El-centric, even though it&rsquo;s an ensemble cast. Her story will have been told by the time it&rsquo;s over. If I were to get a spinoff, I&rsquo;d personally want something like the early days of Brenner&rsquo;s work or Hopper&rsquo;s time as a police officer in New York. Extending a story can lead to it getting stale and cliched, but a prequel series could simply enhance the existing universe, as long as care it taken to preserve continuity.</p>
Tags: stranger things

Post id: 663765148307193856
Date: 2021-09-30 15:29:34 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/663765148307193856
Slug: youre-so-right-noah-is-such-a-troll-like-i
Reblog key: IVg5ymXY
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>You're so right Noah is such a troll like I remember a while back everybody was freaking out because he apparently said his favourite ship is Mileven...I would 100% NOT be surprised if 'romantic, funny, scary' isn't even totally accurate because he's trying to avoid what happened last time (he said 'sad' in an interview before season 3 and the rest of the cast just LOOKED at him like 'O_O spoilers' it was so freaking funny) this boy just brings so much chaos to the fandom without even trying XD</p>
Answer: <p>So, he&rsquo;s basically the Tom Holland of this show is what you&rsquo;re saying?</p><p>Noah: </p><figure data-orig-height="200" data-orig-width="200"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/96d7790ba7f17579f4aba3d90ebebd36/668c97190c75cdb5-be/s640x960/534a39f251cb1d4072dd88c986d2dfd9731c89ec.gif" data-orig-height="200" data-orig-width="200"/></figure><p>His castmates: </p><figure data-orig-height="163" data-orig-width="220"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/eeb6e11ed4f3ffbcfd20c86603380f4f/668c97190c75cdb5-b5/s640x960/8bd8a1ecff771801a697010c6015bb4cb9cc869b.gif" data-orig-height="163" data-orig-width="220"/></figure><p>The fandom: </p><figure data-orig-height="200" data-orig-width="260"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/654d750554e7579905353c01a0bfdc06/668c97190c75cdb5-8c/s640x960/0a216098fb6fc2132f3baf287cfc45dac3f2c58a.gif" data-orig-height="200" data-orig-width="260"/></figure><p>That said, I think what he said about season 4 wasn&rsquo;t exactly a lie. The problem is that you could probably use those three words to describe every season. </p>
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Question: <p>what do you think in your personal opinion is the timeline of events of when brenner captures el? like do think this happens shortly after the police station while the gang is on the road? or happens when they step into hawkins?</p>
Answer: <p>This has been bugging me for quite some time, actually.</p><p>Assuming she does end up captured, which isn&rsquo;t exactly a guarantee, then I would think it would take a few episodes before she&rsquo;s broken out or escapes. There is a fair amount of available time, as I&rsquo;m inclined to believe that the Pizza Party doesn&rsquo;t arrive in Hawkins until the last couple of episodes. What is less certain is how early in the season would El end up in custody. </p><p>I can&rsquo;t see the Byers being focused enough to pick Mike up at the airport (his most likely means of transport) if they are worried about El. This suggests to me that El would get captured no earlier than episode 2. This gives them a few episodes to help El get out, while also allowing for El to get some development with Brenner and her past. That&rsquo;s a big thing to keep in mind. If El is going to go through something like this, then it needs to add something to the story. Having her get captured in one episode, only to be rescued in the next, really would seem to me like a pointless exercise. </p><p>If I had to really set down a more specific timeline, then I&rsquo;d like to refer to the episode titles I came up with a little while back.</p><ol><li>The Hellfire Club (I’ve got a really good feeling about this one!)</li><li>Welcome to Lenora Hills</li><li>Happy Birthday</li><li>The Haunted House</li><li>Family Reunion</li><li>The Rescue</li><li>Code Red: Hawkins</li><li>Home Sweet Home</li><li>Twelve</li></ol><p>Based on this, which is a funny thing to say since I made them, then I&rsquo;d say El gets captured in episode 3 and rescued in episode 6. What I&rsquo;m imagining is a roller rink birthday trip for Will, insert weird supernatural thing, El gets blamed, Brenner&rsquo;s men conveniently show up to nab her, then the Pizza Party sets out to save her. This gives a few episodes for development, with Family Reunion specifically being a huge episode for El, Brenner, and maybe Kali. Next, in The Rescue, the Pizza Party will somehow manage to get El out, while Joyce and Murray presumably locate and extract Hopper. Cue both groups learning that Hawkins is literally going to hell.</p><p>That&rsquo;s just my (current) view of things, of course. I have very little reason to believe that this is what will ultimately happen. Still, considering I&rsquo;m no storywriter, I&rsquo;m a bit proud of what I came up with.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think Mike and Will will have another fight this season? I hope not but I can see it happening over miscommunication or smtg!! </p>
Answer: <p>Hm, maybe not a fight, but certainly misunderstandings. I feel like they&rsquo;re both going to be dancing around feelings and issues with each other. Contrary to what some others may feel, I do <b>not </b>think that either of them is in a good place with their feelings for each other. Not yet. I do think they&rsquo;re probably aware of them now, though. They need to be able to have that journey before anything else can happen. I suppose some of that can be done offscreen before the season starts, but they can&rsquo;t ignore it altogether.</p><p>So, simply put, I think some things may get worse before they get better.</p>
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Question: <p>not really a question but i love how you're calling them the "pizza party" &#129315; so much more creative than what I've been calling them! (surfer boy pizza gang lol)</p>
Answer: <p>heh, thanks. I came up with that one day, and I feel like it just fit. </p>
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Question: <p>This is absolutely random and based on an older post where you've talked about your YouTube music recommendations, but at this very moment, I really feel the urge to compliment you on your excellent taste in music. &#128512;&#127926;</p>
Answer: <p>I assume you&rsquo;re talking about <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/661491893183660032/i-clicked-onto-a-music-mix-youtube-recommended-for">this post</a>. Thank you for the compliment. </p><p>What can I say? I grew up during a very good time for music. I personally feel that 80s and early 90s were some of the best years for music all time. </p><p>If anyone is wondering, my favorite song, and my intro song when I was best man at my friend&rsquo;s wedding, is a-ha&rsquo;s Take On Me.</p>
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Question: <p>what do you think in your personal opinion is the timeline of events of when brenner captures el? like do think this happens shortly after the police station while the gang is on the road? or happens when they step into hawkins?</p>
Answer: <p>This has been bugging me for quite some time, actually.</p><p>Assuming she does end up captured, which isn&rsquo;t exactly a guarantee, then I would think it would take a few episodes before she&rsquo;s broken out or escapes. There is a fair amount of available time, as I&rsquo;m inclined to believe that the Pizza Party doesn&rsquo;t arrive in Hawkins until the last couple of episodes. What is less certain is how early in the season would El end up in custody. </p><p>I can&rsquo;t see the Byers being focused enough to pick Mike up at the airport (his most likely means of transport) if they are worried about El. This suggests to me that El would get captured no earlier than episode 2. This gives them a few episodes to help El get out, while also allowing for El to get some development with Brenner and her past. That&rsquo;s a big thing to keep in mind. If El is going to go through something like this, then it needs to add something to the story. Having her get captured in one episode, only to be rescued in the next, really would seem to me like a pointless exercise. </p><p>If I had to really set down a more specific timeline, then I&rsquo;d like to refer to the episode titles I came up with a little while back.</p><ol><li>The Hellfire Club (I’ve got a really good feeling about this one!)</li><li>Welcome to Lenora Hills</li><li>Happy Birthday</li><li>The Haunted House</li><li>Family Reunion</li><li>The Rescue</li><li>Code Red: Hawkins</li><li>Home Sweet Home</li><li>Twelve</li></ol><p>Based on this, which is a funny thing to say since I made them, then I&rsquo;d say El gets captured in episode 3 and rescued in episode 6. What I&rsquo;m imagining is a roller rink birthday trip for Will, insert weird supernatural thing, El gets blamed, Brenner&rsquo;s men conveniently show up to nab her, then the Pizza Party sets out to save her. This gives a few episodes for development, with Family Reunion specifically being a huge episode for El, Brenner, and maybe Kali. Next, in The Rescue, the Pizza Party will somehow manage to get El out, while Joyce and Murray presumably locate and extract Hopper. Cue both groups learning that Hawkins is literally going to hell.</p><p>That&rsquo;s just my (current) view of things, of course. I have very little reason to believe that this is what will ultimately happen. Still, considering I&rsquo;m no storywriter, I&rsquo;m a bit proud of what I came up with.</p>
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Question: <p>Im a lil bit disappointed. Theyve made such a big deal out of tudum and we didn't even get a release date, the episode titles and so on. Sure we got another teaser and I really enjoyed it but hell after all that time I was expecting them to give us a lil more. Not tryin to ruin the mood or being the one that cant get enough all these months, years we were being soooooo effing patient. What about u? (Please dont think bad of me I rly enjoyed the teaser Im just disappointed)</p>
Answer: <p>I can see where you&rsquo;re coming from. The problem with big events like these is that we tend to create our own expectations. The more time we have to wait for an announcement, the more we will hype ourselves up. At the end of the day, they never really gave us any reason to expect more than a teaser. We did all of that ourselves.</p><p>Yeah, it was a good teaser. It was nice to finally get a look at Victor Creel, considering that Robert Englund is such a horror icon. The teaser did it&rsquo;s job by giving us a taste as to his character without letting us know exactly how he fits into the story. The fact that we want more is sort of the goal, as frustrating as it is.</p><p>I personally was hoping for maybe some episode titles or maybe a sneak peek at the soundtrack. The fact that we still haven&rsquo;t seen Mike or the Byers is also disappointing, but I hope it just means that they&rsquo;re planning something for them in 004. </p><p>I know we&rsquo;re all content starved due to how long this is taking. They do seem to be trying to give us more than usual, though. Have we ever had so many teasers for a season before? I don&rsquo;t even think it&rsquo;s just because of the delays, either. Wasn&rsquo;t the initial Hopper teaser, which came out before the world went to hell, labeled 001/004? </p><p>We&rsquo;re getting closer. That&rsquo;s what I keep telling myself. I don&rsquo;t know when 004 will get here, but I hope it&rsquo;s before the end of the year. I hope we get season 4 in the first half of 2022. </p><p>Just keep in mind that disappointment is a product of expectation. Perhaps we all need to be more careful at keeping our expectations to a realistic level.</p>
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Question: <p>Sooo Noah Schnapp was at a panel in Paris today, he was doing a Q&amp;A and he described season 4 in 3 words: "romantic, funny, scary"! He also said that his favorite duo is Mike and Will!!</p><p>(source: <a href="https://twitter.com/FrConventions">https://twitter.com/FrConventions</a>, it's in French)</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t know French, so I&rsquo;ll have to take your word for it.</p><p>I&rsquo;d love to try to take something away from his answers, but doesn&rsquo;t that somewhat describe every season so far? It&rsquo;s a horror show, so it&rsquo;s generally scary to some extent. The romance may not have been very good at times, but it&rsquo;s always been a part of the story. There&rsquo;s always been comedic elements, as well. I dunno, maybe they are upping the romance this season if that&rsquo;s the first thing he mentioned? </p><p>He&rsquo;s talked about Mike and Will for years at this point. A while back (after season 2?) I seem to recall him saying that the most important person in Will&rsquo;s life is Mike. We all know by now about him saying &ldquo;it&rsquo;s just him and Mike.&rdquo; I still don&rsquo;t know how much we should be reading into that, though, after he&rsquo;s also been very coy about Will being gay. I realize that he can&rsquo;t come out (no pun intended) and say it, but he also shouldn&rsquo;t be hinting so heavily at Mike and Will then. I dunno, that kid is weird. He thrives on chaos.</p><p>I suppose, at the very least, it&rsquo;s something to keep fans wanting more. He&rsquo;s done his job in that regard.</p>
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Question: <p>OMG WAIT LINK?????, I DIDNT GET TO SEE THE EVNT SO I DIDNT SEE IT</p>
Answer: <p>Does anyone have a link??  I want to see this too. 😭😭</p>
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Question: <p>Wanna hear my theory on the creels?</p><p><br></p><p>I theorize that they&rsquo;re the family Will wishes he had. Not to say he hates Joyce or Jonathan or anything. But he just wishes things were better. And he wishes that he had a better father. (Since the father of the creels seems happy and like a good father) and everyone was happy.</p><p>(The sister definitely represents Jonathan. With her finding the rabbit. Just wanted to mention that) </p><p>And that whole thing with Victor &lsquo;killing&rsquo;(I put that in quotation marks because he was 100% framed) his family is supposed to represent that fantasy of a happy family being shattered. Maybe due to a certain traumatic event? Who knows.</p><p>Victor is an image of the father Will wishes he so desperately wanted.  I do think Victor Creel is innocent because that&rsquo;s what Will wants. For Lonnie to be innocent. To be a good father and have all that abuse he put the Byers through to be false(or that&rsquo;s atleast what he wants subconsciously)  </p><p>But yeah anyways that&rsquo;s my theory. </p>
Answer: <p>Interesting. I can easily see how the Creels are a product of Will&rsquo;s mind as he tries to reconcile his family with the &ldquo;ideal&rdquo; family that he probably wants. However, I realize that&rsquo;s because I see everything through a lens of Will unknowingly affecting reality has he tries to cope with his trauma.</p>
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Question: <p>I read a theory about the byers' new house having a lot of supernatural activity and a "poltergeist" situation where the house is cheaper because of it, but could that happen with the creel house instead? I mean that would explain why the clock has that weird red light in the background. the first thing that came to my mind is that the house somehow transports to the upside down or something </p>
Answer: <p>I can see it. We do need some sort of explanation for Joyce being able to afford that house. Why she would willingly take a house that has a reputation like that, though&hellip; </p><p>Maybe she doesn&rsquo;t know and was too relieved to find an affordable house to question it?</p><p>The Lost Boys is on the movie list, and it deals with a single mother and her two sons moving in with her dad in California. However, the town has a dark secret (which turns out to be a gang of teenage vampires). </p><p>The Byers having similarly creepy experiences after moving to a California town would be fitting. El may also end up taking the blame for something that wasn&rsquo;t her doing because of it. It would also mean that leaving Hawkins doesn&rsquo;t fix anything because it isn&rsquo;t really Hawkins that&rsquo;s the problem.</p><p>I think the Creel situation will end up being a reflection on similar events that have already happened in previous seasons. We&rsquo;ve already seen themes be repeated in multiple characters, and this would just be another example. I&rsquo;m still hoping it turns out that Will&rsquo;s mind created the Creel&rsquo;s as a result of him trying to compartmentalize his traumatic memories.</p>
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Question: <p>The novels aren't canon, and even if they were Saint John is stated to be Subject Zero.</p>
Answer: <p>yeah, that would make more sense. If anything, he&rsquo;d be the one Brenner would base his own work on.</p>
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Question: <p>Who tf is Saint John </p>
Answer: <p>He was the main villain in the novel Darkness on the Edge of Town, which was a framed story where Hopper was telling El stories from his past while the Party was off visiting relatives for Christmas. He ends up telling her about his time as a NYPD detective.</p><p>IIRC, St. John had psychic abilities that allowed him to influence other people. He basically used it to make a cult that tried to take over New York City. </p>
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Question: <p>Wait, I thought Saint John was 001?!?!?!?</p>
Answer: <p>That was never really mentioned, and I honestly don&rsquo;t know what the canon status of those novels is. I see them more as side stories that help build the world, but have no direct impact on the main story. I doubt we&rsquo;ll see any of the original characters from them.</p><p>He took part in MKUltra, but we don&rsquo;t know that he was affiliated with Brenner&rsquo;s projects.</p>
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Question: <p>Honestly, Creel being 1 while Will is 12 is so fucking fitting. It&rsquo;s like they stand next to each other. If you get what I mean</p>
Answer: <p>It only makes sense to me that there will be a 012 with all the clock imagery. Whether it’s Will or not remains to be seen, and I’ll admit I’m quite biased in believing it to be him. Still, so much seems to be connected to him and his experiences.</p><p>My belief that Creel might be 001 is mostly based on the idea that his (alleged) experiences with the supernatural may have gotten the attention of Brenner, starting him on his path to discover people with abilities he could exploit.</p><p>The clock likely has other meanings aside from the numbers. It’s been hinted that the grandfather clock pops up in other areas somehow, like the school. I feel like the more we learn, the less we know. It’s both frustrating and exciting.</p>
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Question: <p>saw your post so i guess i gotta do it- mutuals as stranger things characters &lt;3</p>
Answer: <p>Thanks x</p><p>Okeydoodle, let&rsquo;s see&hellip;</p><p>Plot twist, there will only be ST novel chatacters. :D</p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/Muxe9Gt7JDnhF3l-GHxxCfw">@strangercoco</a> Lisa Sargeson (Darkness On The Edge of Town)</p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/Ms-JfGAnv0zb5TaV_P5SYmA">@0aurelion-sol0</a> Special Agent Gallup (Darkness On The Edge of Town - :D)</p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MjdlkDzSH5sUSr_4fwi61hw">@general-kj</a> Captain LaVorgna (Darkness On The Edge of Town)</p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MjvIsn_7rCcy4YiDhqnQSTg">@sttheorycraft</a> Terry Ives (Suspicious Minds)</p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MXM1flc2j7zuBaC81K13bbw">@bylerrights</a> Alice Johnson (Suspicious Minds)</p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MN2QPYDWU-hKHy2GzDApKCA">@ghostgirlinsatin</a> Gloria Flowers (Suspicious Minds)</p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MiejfdJZqKqQKMufs8K3CGA">@willthecleric</a> Diane Hopper (Darkness On The Edge of Town)</p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/Ma8hd5o-Wu-SeOYy0n7u9Qw">@strangerbug08</a> Martha Washington (Darkness On The Edge of Town)</p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MY5kkLGdG7K3Tyetu2O1cYA">@paladin-n-cleric</a> Andrew Rich (Suspicious Minds)</p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MsAEmfdW5-JO79VeCvz_47g">@tea-for-one-please</a> Leroy Washington (Darkness On The Edge of Town)</p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MRvvmp-_RCb0sq4asw2qXwg">@strangertheory</a> Rosario Delgado (Darkness On The Edge Of Town)</p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M3cJWBn5jh4-n_XVUcPPxPQ">@beepboop358</a> Jim Hopper (Darkness On The Edge of Town)</p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MyPD5bCr2Ulb8ABkX-KXokg">@madcaprainbow</a> Becky Ives (Suspicious Minds)</p><p><a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a> Ken (Suspicious Minds - to be fair, the idea of you being Scott Clarke is living rent free in this head - for some reason, please don&rsquo;t expect some sort of explanation - but Ken is fine as well.:D)</p><p><br/></p><p>Screw them genders!!!!</p>
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Question: <p>&iexcl;Siempre se puede volver a estudiar!</p>
Answer: <p>Ha! No, I really don&rsquo;t have the time, at least during the school year.</p><p>Fortunately, I remembered enough to get the gist of what you were telling me here.</p>
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Question: <p>do you know other languages besides English? Basic level counts:</p>
Answer: <p>I know I have other Asks waiting, and I will try to get to those, but this one was nice and easy to answer. Work is just kicking my ass so far this school year.</p><p>I took Spanish in high school and college. That was a long time ago, and I haven&rsquo;t used it much, so I don&rsquo;t remember all of it. I used to be able to have very basic conversations with Spanish speaking customers when I worked for a bank, but I probably can&rsquo;t even do that anymore.</p><p>Use it or lose it.</p>
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Question: <p>Are there any bloggers who follow you that you would never follow back due to the stuff they post?</p>
Answer: <p>Probably. I&rsquo;m not about to tell anyone not to follow me, but there can be a lot of immaturity in the fandom. I know a lot of this is due to the relatively young age (compared to myself, at least) of my fellow Stranger Things bloggers. I usually just keep my thoughts to myself, except in the most egregious cases, but I definitely don&rsquo;t want certain content on my feed.</p><p>For the most part, I try to keep the blogs I follow limited. This isn&rsquo;t intended to be an insult to anyone out there. I just don&rsquo;t want my feed to be so overloaded that I miss something I would otherwise want to see. I usually wait until I find myself liking or reblogging someone&rsquo;s posts enough times that I decide I don&rsquo;t want to miss anything they come up with. At that point, I&rsquo;ll follow them.</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 661451801181208576
Date: 2021-09-05 02:39:54 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/661451801181208576
Slug: apparently-there-was-a-leak-that-el-and-mike-are
Reblog key: MqlCmYWK
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Apparently there was a leak that el and mike are gonna have a golf date. Thoughts? </p>
Answer: <p>I can&rsquo;t tell if this is a serious question, or if you&rsquo;re poking fun because of my dislike for baseless leaks.</p><p>I imagine that if they filmed at a mini golf place (I can&rsquo;t see either of them playing actual golf), then we would have had photos or some other proof like we did with the roller rink. I&rsquo;m not inclined to believe this, and I&rsquo;m really over fake reports of Mike and El romantic moments. </p>
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Question: <p>I'm not saying you're the parent figure of this corner of the ST fandom but that's exactly what I'm saying</p>
Answer: <p>I prefer to think of myself as a somewhat younger Mr. Feeny, but thank you!</p><p>When I discuss Mike and Will:</p><figure data-orig-height="195" data-orig-width="245"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f3a576e8e9bfebaaffb1e0c99e8aeb3d/35d7422992d6b0bb-3e/s640x960/dda645489f7f6241dc907a37e54c5e4c8731b206.gif" data-orig-height="195" data-orig-width="245"/></figure><p>When shippers start baiting each other:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="252" data-orig-width="378"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/780a50da3485e5581f0056be71d2dcb0/35d7422992d6b0bb-44/s640x960/5986c9422e23d7479027f9b5dd5a4cd4e1b97f84.gif" data-orig-height="252" data-orig-width="378"/></figure></div><p>When people start talking about &ldquo;leaks&rdquo; without evidence:</p><figure data-orig-height="165" data-orig-width="220"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3916d18cecdcab7083a009987a184cb2/35d7422992d6b0bb-5b/s640x960/7ea522a7d702a2fc4cab47d14600cc718211496b.gif" data-orig-height="165" data-orig-width="220"/></figure><p>When someone tries to put words in my mouth:</p><figure data-orig-height="200" data-orig-width="245"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0d1e89698db35ba882e1a29a110bcd62/35d7422992d6b0bb-7d/s640x960/3e47b7298342be9d34b27a244a8c8538a941097e.gif" data-orig-height="200" data-orig-width="245"/></figure><p>When I speak to my mutuals:</p><figure data-orig-height="245" data-orig-width="245"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/02d05c749361b4a9c0f4c32562cadbb5/35d7422992d6b0bb-e3/s640x960/89b383cce7a723df153228b011abed40b7fa64ca.gif" data-orig-height="245" data-orig-width="245"/></figure><p>When I think of my followers:</p><figure data-orig-height="140" data-orig-width="245"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8e93fdd85b649ae6baa0f7b296c17ee9/35d7422992d6b0bb-42/s640x960/6522f985ccf4f1bc5071a83a6e53b3c02fcd7f77.gif" data-orig-height="140" data-orig-width="245"/></figure><p>On that note, this is another show with a better same-sex pairing than the canon heterosexual pairing. I&rsquo;m convinced the writers wanted Shawn and Cory to be a thing.</p>
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Question: <p>Not rly st related, well maybe? 4th of July , but why are US-citizens so in love with their country? They even call themselves Americans when their nation is just one part of the continent, lol. If I were as obsessed with my country people would call me crazy. Oh and my granny is German and I know that many Germans are still scared to even wave their flag cos of past events, and the US isn't rly a nation of peace either. pls dont get me wrong, Im just curious and dont know any US people irl xD</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m not going to pretend I&rsquo;m an expert on the matter, but I do have something of an interest in history. </p><p>I think the patriotic spirit of Americans is as much a practical matter as it is a symbolic one. In the early Colonial days, citizens were more likely to identify themselves by their colony (i.e. Pennsylvanian or Virginian). They were also still British citizens at the time, and, even during the Revolution, many still stayed loyal to the king. Creating a sense of patriotism and a unified front would be crucial in presenting a realistic challenge to the British Empire. One of the rally flags of the Revolution was the Join or Die flag. It was not a threat, but a warning. We had to band together to stand a chance.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="2696" data-orig-width="3740"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9d5d7cd651c67ef028692ce064e96772/56e7a040b7e34661-dd/s640x960/14c293e9ebb1acacb8c5a2e7f120ce9fe0a87f4c.jpg" data-orig-height="2696" data-orig-width="3740"/></figure></div><p>(For non-Americans, the colonies, as depicted from left to right, are South Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, and New England.)</p><p>It may seem weird to think about it now, but my country was very much the underdog in any conflicts until the early 20th century. Defeats came often, and were, at times, devastating. War support would be extremely difficult if not for the sense that we were one people with something to defend. It&rsquo;s Tribalism, for good or ill. It&rsquo;s the same phenomena that results in sports fans going crazy when their team loses (or wins!) or makes people jump up to defend family members they may not even like. Everyone wants to &ldquo;belong&rdquo; to something, and, here in America, we created a sense of belonging to a country. </p><p>I&rsquo;ll admit that the American sense of patriotism came as a result of the cultivation of an &ldquo;us vs them&rdquo; attitude. The easiest way to get even a more modest US citizen to start waving a flag is for a foreign individual or state to insult our nation or culture. </p><p>The love of country still has a pragmatic component today, though. We have always been a nation of mixed cultures and ethnicities (even though some of them had no say in the matter), but that is true even more so today. Having a strong national identity and pride helps bring these different cultures together. While we still have no shortage of backwards, bigoted people, most of us welcome new additions to our culture. </p><p>Sadly, this concept of a unifying identity has been repeatedly challenged. One group or another would be deemed as &ldquo;Un-American&rdquo; or inferior, often by the more conservative among us. I imagine America&rsquo;s history of racial abuse and discrimination is known outside of my country. There&rsquo;s also the horrible crimes committed against the Native Americans and the internment of Japanese-Americans during World War 2. Socialists, or, indeed, any simply suspected of socialist sympathies, were often persecuted during the Cold War. The new millennium saw rising hostilities against Arab-Americans. This too also contributed to the American sense of patriotism, as these groups would sometimes go to great lengths to express that their political opinions or cultural backgrounds didn&rsquo;t diminish their love of country.</p><p>When it comes down to it, though, our patriotism and Fourth of July celebrations draws on that original underdog element. While I doubt anyone would call America the underdog anymore, we were still a country that probably never should have existed. By all rights, we had no business defeating the British in the Revolution. We somehow repelled a British invasion in 1812 (that we provoked, but still). The Union struggled massively early on in the Civil War in 1861 and came pretty close to having to deal with the British allying with the rebellious Confederacy. We are proud to be Americans for, if nothing else, simply managing to have the chance to be Americans. </p><p>We have no shortage of sin. Anyone who says otherwise is nationalistic, not patriotic. One of our greatest cultural values is the freedom to criticize our government, but the more extreme of us tend to forget that. Our military and political power also tends to result in being too willing to get into conflicts, often without a plan as to how to get out. We can often now be the snobs looking down our noses at the rest of the world. We&rsquo;re the ones fighting against the underdogs, at times suffering humiliating defeats. I personally feel we need to be humbled, at times, though.</p><p>Being such a diverse culture also means that sometimes the &ldquo;wrong people&rdquo; get power. Internal strife can become great, as disagreements as to how to run the country escalate and permeate every corner of the country. It often brings family member against family member, neighbor against neighbor, colleague against colleague, friend against friend. These celebrations are also a means to remind us, when things cool down, that we are still one. </p><p>At the end of the day, the same values and freedoms that we celebrate with our patriotism bring about the need for the patriotism. It&rsquo;s something of an oddly paradoxical cycle. Without the unifying sense of being of one country, the freedom to dissent, the freedom to express your religion or culture, and the freedom to express your individuality could all result in America and its culture breaking apart into separate entities. Oddly enough, it&rsquo;s these freedoms that ultimately bind us together, even if we each secretly feel that our neighbors are morons who have it all wrong.</p><p>As for why we call ourselves Americans, well, we simply don&rsquo;t have better options. The official name of the country is the United States of America. We wouldn&rsquo;t call ourselves United Staters, as that part of the country simply indicates that we&rsquo;re comprised of (currently 50) partially autonomous states. We&rsquo;d more likely go back to calling ourselves by our individual states. For example, I&rsquo;d identity myself as a Pennsylvanian. As far as I&rsquo;m aware, people don&rsquo;t celebrate their individual state quite as much, with possibly the exception of Texans. The America part is the common element that binds us, so we become Americans. </p><p>I have heard of the German reluctance to express a sense of national pride like we do here. I can certainly understand that reluctance after what happened with the Holocaust. I think it&rsquo;s important to remember where you were. I fear my country sometimes tries to ignore the darker parts of our own history. I think our patriotic spirit remains because we like to believe we&rsquo;ve grown past those events. In some ways we have, but I fear we often look the other way when it comes to remnants of those events. I admire Germany&rsquo;s refusal to forget what&rsquo;s happened, though I do think you might be punishing yourselves a bit too much. </p><p>For the record, I think we often overdo it with the patriotism. I don&rsquo;t agree, for example, with having kids recite the Pledge of Allegiance in school. I&rsquo;m not sure how seriously most parents or kids take it anymore, though. It&rsquo;s mostly just become routine by now. I also don&rsquo;t buy into the whole &ldquo;America First&rdquo; garbage. Yes, our government has a responsibility to look out for our interests, but it shouldn&rsquo;t come at the expense of the needs and well-being of other countries.</p><p>I hope this somewhat answers your questions. I imagine I may have some errors with my facts or interpretations. Like I said, I&rsquo;m no historian. This is simply my understanding of the matter. </p>
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Question: <p>what if the leaks are true? you can&rsquo;t prove they aren&rsquo;t just as much as the other bloggers can&rsquo;t prove they are.</p>
Answer: <p>The burden of proof lies on the ones making the claim. Those folks have not provided any real proof, so I am not inclined to believe them. I&rsquo;m aware that they could end up being right, but that&rsquo;s no reason to consider their claims to be probable.</p>
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Question: <p>I don&rsquo;t know if you have spoken about this before, but what do you think about all this &ldquo;leaks&rdquo;? </p><p>I have read some that are completely insane and don&rsquo;t make much sense, and yet a lot of blogs I have seen believe them. I don&rsquo;t know. It seems like they are creating a whole season for themselves and will probably act hurt and hate the season when it comes out and it isn&rsquo;t like they imagined. I love reading theory, don&rsquo;t misunderstand me in that, but some theories are just people wanting to write the season themselves. </p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t buy any leaks that come without any proof. Claiming to know someone who works on the show, being an actor who got a call to audition, or passing by a filming location while they were shooting does not qualify as evidence. </p><p>For example, I totally disregard the whole El/Mike airport scene &ldquo;leak,&rdquo; any of the multiple &ldquo;leaked&rdquo; scripts or plot breakdowns, and the entire Vecna thing. All of these are based on unverifiable claims by internet randos.</p><p>I prefer speculation based on actual set photos or teasers since there&rsquo;s at least proof of <i>something</i>, even if there&rsquo;s no context to give any of it meaning.</p><p>I think some other blogs just want content/something to talk about. I can understand that, but I think it&rsquo;s a bad idea to encourage and promote false leaks.</p>
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Question: <p>What would your reaction be if Byler became canon, but at the end one of them died? I really do think it will be canon but I&rsquo;m scared of this happening like Will sacrifices himself at the end or gets hurt trying to save somebody. </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;d be considerably angry if that happened. Bury Your Gays, especially after giving gay characters a happy moment, is extremely demeaning, not to mention played out. It hearkens back to a time where gay characters and relationships simply weren&rsquo;t allowed to be shown as equal to heterosexual ones. They were gay characters created for a straight audience, and people didn&rsquo;t want to see them be depicted as happy, healthy, and, dare I say, normal as themselves.</p><p>I&rsquo;d like to think we&rsquo;re past that.</p><p>That said, I wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised if they play at Will sacrificing himself. Say, for example, if this photo is indeed Will.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0586e54f7e3fdd6e0a270dda53eb24ee/ede279177aaa1a0c-8d/s640x960/483c53f213ca6b0be4c1ed290e7ae67e22be4397.jpg" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"/></figure></div><p> This is something I can see taking place at the end of the season, possibly as a stinger or part of the epilogue. This scene could result in Will&rsquo;s friends and family thinking him dead in the accident. They could also use this as a reveal that Will is still alive is he went MIA earlier in the season. Either way, I have a feeling (based on nothing, really, just a hunch) that Will will be thought to have died or gone missing, and season 5 becomes a matter of finding out what happened to him. I don&rsquo;t really see them doing this with Mike, though. His main character arc has been his difficulties in dealing with loss, so, even though him freaking out over Will has been done a lot, it would seem appropriate to use it to set up his arc in season 5. Also, despite what they say, they can&rsquo;t seem to go a season without making Will suffer.</p><p>This is all just a possibility based on a hunch I have. While I don&rsquo;t see them killing off Mike or Will, I do think they will play with the idea.</p>
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Question: <p>I wish people would stop disrespecting Religion on here</p>
Answer: <p>Have people been? </p><p>While I know I have my own issues with religion, I try to keep my opinions to myself unless it becomes relevant. Religion should be open to criticism like anything else, but that doesn&rsquo;t mean it should be done in a disrespectful manner.</p>
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Question: <p>At what point do you believe the Duffers decided they would go with Byler? (if this is where they're going of course). I may have an unpopular opinion in the Byler fandom but I don't think it was during season 1, because at first they didn't know the show would go on for more seasons, and Mike's character description in the Montauk bible says "by the end he will even kiss a girl", like it was his character arc or something. I think he was supposed to be straight at first, and hopefully the Duffers at some point realized the great potential of a Mike/Will romance :) </p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s hard to say. I don&rsquo;t know how much of their post-season 1 plans they had worked out. They&rsquo;ve told us things here and there, but things often change in the production process. For example, way back when they first conceived this, they wanted it to have any sequel take place years later, but decided against that after actually working on the show. They&rsquo;ve also stated that the original plan was that El would die in the process of taking out the demogorgon, but the sequence with Hopper leaving food in the woods suggests they already knew they&rsquo;d want her back when they filmed it. Lots of things can change.</p><p>What we do know is that, even in season 1, Mike had an intense concern for Will that was seemingly meant to be seen as different from the bond the other boys had. We also know that whatever his feelings were for El, they took a backseat to his concern for Will, even in season 1. </p><p>Yeah, the Montauk bible said he&rsquo;d kiss a girl, but it didn&rsquo;t say anything about him getting a girlfriend or liking the kiss. Maybe, when the Duffers decided El was too popular to kill off, they decided that they needed to subvert the expectation of the male and female leads getting together after a few days despite barely knowing each other. </p><p>I think the Duffers always planned for Mike and Will to be close, but I don&rsquo;t know how far ahead they really planned to take it. I wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised, once they knew they could take this thing as far as they wanted, if they decided to go for it. Still, there&rsquo;s some circumstantial evidence that could be suggesting that they planned it from the start. It&rsquo;s the little things, as <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> and others have mentioned, like the possibly gay-coded &ldquo;I don&rsquo;t want you to feel like you need to hide something&rdquo; scene between Karen and Mike, or Mike angrily stating that he&rsquo;s the only one who cares about Will, or Ted being surprised at the concept of Mike being with a girl. I mean, there&rsquo;s alternative explanations for these things, but they deserve a second glance when put together.</p><p>Perhaps the Duffers will fill us in on their process once this ride is all over in 2072.</p>
Tags: stranger things, byler

Post id: 660765697813757952
Date: 2021-08-28 12:54:35 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/660765697813757952
Slug: you-eat-spinach-salad-for-desert-and-raise-ducks
Reblog key: 9QxkIVKl
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>You eat spinach salad for desert and raise ducks in your cellar</p>
Answer: <p>No and no.</p><p>I have an apartment, so no cellar here. Well, I have one, but it&rsquo;s a shared storage area.</p>
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Question: <p>Your reaction to Kaypeace's DID podcast proof post made me curious whether or not you've changed your mind. Do you think its DID now or are you still skeptical and/or think it's something else, and why?</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m still on the fence on the DID theory. I refuse to reject it because it does fit the available evidence, but it&rsquo;s just lacking that key moment that solidifies it. I remain open to the possibility that it could be true, and I do think it would make a better narrative than a tired &ldquo;supernatural monster needs to be killed to save the world&rdquo; story. This doesn&rsquo;t mean I don&rsquo;t have reservations, though. We always have to be willing to consider alternative explanations to things, whether we support them or not.</p><p>I suppose my biggest issue with the theory is that it would go over too many people&rsquo;s heads. DID is poorly understood as it is, and working it into stories can be very difficult without resorting to inaccurate DID tropes. I&rsquo;m also not a fan of Shyamalan-like twists in my entertainment, and something like this would likely be revealed that way since the Duffers probably would want it to be a WHAM moment. There&rsquo;s also the matter that the pieces that make up the DID theory could possibly be put together in a different way, meaning the evidence was real, but incorrectly interpreted. </p><p>I&rsquo;m also a skeptic by nature, which is also why I was hesitant to say Byler was endgame for the longest time. It&rsquo;s nothing against Kaypeace or anyone else who supports a DID theory. I just tend to look for the simplest answer to things, and that answer is usually influenced by what I&rsquo;ve observed in the past. I&rsquo;ll admit, though, that the Duffers have subverted enough tropes for me to question my usual skepticism when it comes to Stranger Things. They seem to have fun playing with our expectations.</p><p>I suppose, to answer your question, that my opinion on it hasn&rsquo;t changed much. I just wish some fans would give the theory its due consideration instead of bashing it and the theorists who support it.</p>
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Question: <p><b>And this is what I have for you...</b></p><p><b>You're a living walking grumpy pumpkin that listens too much to Pitbull. You have euphobia and francophobia because you have turophobia. You actually have 69 children, you once defecated through a sun roof. You got a tatoo on your arm that says "you butternut squash my heart". And you have 1 dog, a chihuahua, called A.S in hommage to your obviously favorite Tumblr colleage. ;)</b></p>
Answer: <p>I, um, no? I don&rsquo;t even have a dog, sadly.</p>
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Question: <p>do you think sullivan might be secretly working with brenner and trying to keep it from Owens?</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s possible, but I personally see him more in the position of wanting to end this whole supernatural business once and for all. I honestly wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised to find out that he&rsquo;s prepared to let Hawkins go up in flames as collateral damage if it allows for the destruction of the Upside Down. </p><p>In that regard, I do think he&rsquo;ll butt heads with Owens. We may even see something of a three-way battle with Owens and our heroes, Brenner and his crew, and Sullivan&rsquo;s military detachment all having different plans for Hawkins. </p>
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Question: <p>logo anon here. It's nice but I'm gonna miss the good old classic one with the paw. I liked the paw. Nice colors tho.</p>
Answer: <p>yeah, the old paw print was nice, and I realize that it probably became my trademark, but it wasn&rsquo;t really anything special. I just swiped the Hawkins Middle School logo from the internet. This one isn&rsquo;t only fresher, but I also felt the need to update anyway since the Party isn&rsquo;t in middle school anymore. It was very good timing that <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/Ms-JfGAnv0zb5TaV_P5SYmA">@0aurelion-sol0</a> made this new one for me. I like it a lot, and purple is even my favorite color.</p><p>Sadly, I was unable to get a position as Hawkins High school counselor due to Ms. Kelly already having the position. The high school is still my header, though. If Ms. Kelly has a problem with that, then she can come talk to me about it.</p>
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Question: <p>oooh, what happened to your logo? Graduating? lol</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, you like it? <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/Ms-JfGAnv0zb5TaV_P5SYmA">@0aurelion-sol0</a> made it for me. The avatar bubble is so small that I feel like it doesn&rsquo;t do it justice. Here it is bigger: </p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="512" data-orig-width="512"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/bb2f4d9b65bf7f5701e37723e637b774/3f348e1d72eb1d06-c5/s640x960/01dfb861567bb85a2abff9639999ea495eb47ce3.jpg" data-orig-height="512" data-orig-width="512"/></figure></div>
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Question: <p>YES!!! Another binaryboyfriends shipper!! I&rsquo;m glad I&rsquo;m not the only one who sees the potential for a friends- to enemies- to begrudging allies- to lovers situation. </p>
Answer: <p>Those two nerds hurt each other pretty badly, but most of their conflict came from their insecurities. They both had a hand in starting it, and they both had a hand in escalating it, even if Eli was the more violent and aggressive one. Demetri was very vicious with his words, which was especially effective against the insecure Eli. Being enemies made them both miserable. Their reunion after Eli saved Demetri in the fight and apologized was probably the happiest the both of them were ever seen on screen. Demetri&rsquo;s cautious confusion and Eli&rsquo;s shame and nervousness gave way to utter joy followed by a great back-to-back moment to show they still trust each other.</p><p>I think they still have a ways to go, but the finale showed they&rsquo;re well on their way. </p><p>I honestly see some similarities to Catradora. They also have a very clear yin-yang thing going on, right down to their outfits at the party fight being opposites (Demetri wearing a yellow and black shirt over a red shirt/Eli wearing a red coat over a yellow and black shirt). </p><p>I don&rsquo;t buy theories that it&rsquo;s all a ruse to get Eli installed as a mole. All his moments of doubt and regret were not seen by other characters, only the audience. They might tease it, and the combined dojo might even be misled into thinking he&rsquo;s not trustworthy, but I think his face turn is legit.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t know that they will ultimately be written as a couple, but I think the seeds are there. </p>
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Question: <p>do you have any byler fic recs? i'm looking for a good multi-chapter one that's more will byers centered but i'm up for anything good at this point</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m currently following one called <a href="https://archiveofourown.org/works/31930903">Hangman (slack your rope awhile)</a>. It has Mike and Will as a paladin and cleric in what I think is the Ravenloft setting of D&amp;D. I warn you, the setting is very dark, and there are graphically violent parts, but I&rsquo;m hooked so far. It&rsquo;s an AU, so maybe it&rsquo;s not what you&rsquo;re looking for, but I like it.</p>
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Question: <p>What would you do if one of your students found out the existence of this blog? </p>
Answer: <p>I dare say I would never even know. Technically, any number of my kids could have found it already, but my K-5 students are more likely to be on Instagram, not Tumblr.</p><p>At any rate, I would never admit to being the blogger. My online presence is separate from my professional presence.</p>
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Question: <p>Hope your first say back will be okay and not too stressful. Have a nice one, friend. </p>
Answer: <p>I wasn&rsquo;t going to answer this until the first day of students (August 30), but, wow, things are already crazy. Things are constantly changing. We have a number of new programs starting this year, and protocols for Covid are changing almost every day. </p><p>It is truly a tough time to work in education, and I thank you for your well-wishes. </p>
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Question: <p><a href="https://www.reddit.com/r/StrangerThings/comments/oe5o58/theory_st4_will_be_a_slasher_season/?utm_source=share&amp;utm_medium=ios_app&amp;utm_name=iossmf">I saw this post on reddit</a></p><p>And it got me thinking, could the next season possibly have this horror movie slasher type plot happening?</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, god, Reddit&hellip;</p><p>I wouldn&rsquo;t trust that place as a source, but the idea in this post isn&rsquo;t totally unreasonable. I would imagine that there would be at least slasher references with Robert Englund involved. Keep in mind, though, that basically all the famous 80s actors (aside from the main cast) have had their iconic 80s roles subverted. Cary Elwes (Princess Bride) played a sleazy politician instead of a suave hero. Paul Reiser (Aliens) was a good-hearted scientist (so far, anyway) instead of a devious executive. Sean Astin&rsquo;s (Goonies) was well-meaning and idealistic, but he wasn&rsquo;t able to overcome the odds this time. I honestly expect us to find out that Victor Creel isn&rsquo;t actually guilty of the murders he was institutionalized for.</p><p>Of course, there&rsquo;s always the fact that Nightmare on Elm Street 2: Freddy&rsquo;s Revenge came out shortly after the Byers moved away&hellip;</p><p>No! Bad, hawkinsschoolcounselor, bad! </p>
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Question: <p>Sorry to be intrusive but how old are you </p>
Answer: <p>I am about the same age as the following people, and only slightly less well-known:</p><p>Brittany Spears</p><p>Beyonce</p><p>Sebastian Stan</p><p>Seth Rogen</p><p>Prince William</p>
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Question: <p>Sorry to be intrusive but how old are you </p>
Answer: <p>I am about the same age as the following people, and only slightly less well-known:</p><p>Brittany Spears</p><p>Beyonce</p><p>Sebastian Stan</p><p>Seth Rogen</p><p>Prince William</p>
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Question: <p>About the before post I agree with what the anon said like even in the recent teaser u couldn't tell that there was a lot of difference from s3 ig with makeup and clothes and stuff they don't look that old</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s not the end of the world, by any means. I do think they&rsquo;ve moved on from looking like real kids/teens to looking like TV kids/teens, though. Lucas looks like a high school senior, not a high school freshman.</p>
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Question: <p>I don't get why people say that the kids will be too old to play their actors on stranger things it doesn't matter do they realise that Joe is almost 30 playing a 18 year old character, it's the same with other actors in other movies/shows it doesn't matter-</p>
Answer: <p>Hm, I think there&rsquo;s a bit of nuance specific to this show. Yeah, with Steve and the other older teens, you have characters played by people who are older. I think what makes that ok is the sense that it isn&rsquo;t really noticeable. Since the actors are already adults, fans are far less likely to notice age differences because &ldquo;Steve&rsquo;s always looked like that.&rdquo;</p><p>With the kids, they started the show at roughly the same ages as their characters, and we&rsquo;ve watched them grow up. The show will have been on the air for almost 6 years by the time season 4 launches (2016-2022), but the timeline of the show would have only spanned a bit more than 3(Nov 1983-Mar 1986). Their aging is very noticeable, and it does become a bit hard to suspend disbelief at times. They started out as kids playing kids, but they&rsquo;re rapidly aging into adults playing kids. </p><p>How big a deal it really is, I don&rsquo;t know. I mean, more or less the same thing happened with Harry Potter. The bright side is that them being adults by the time this thing is over means we can have a Harry Potter-style aged-up epilogue. </p>
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Question: <p>Just wanted to check if you're alright. &#128587;&#127997;&zwj;&#9794;&#65039;</p>
Answer: <p>You don&rsquo;t have to raise your hand. You&rsquo;re not one of my students. Wait, are you?</p><p>Yeah, I&rsquo;m alright, though now I&rsquo;m a little worried that I&rsquo;m not supposed to be. What do you know that I don&rsquo;t?</p>
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Question: <p>I just imagined a scene where El would compare the main character to Will after watching it. Will obviously takes offense to this, and gets mad at El(I feel like it would be in a way where the audience thinks that Will is mad because he&rsquo;s reminded of the possession he went through, and though while it is a part of why he&rsquo;s mad it&rsquo;s not the only reason *cough* the gay subtext *cough*) </p><p>I don&rsquo;t think Will would yell at El or anything. But it would be obvious he&rsquo;s a little pissed off. And then maybe later on during his birthday. El draws him something as a present. And she would apologize and say something about wanting to be an artist like him so she drew something for his birthday. Will accepts the apology and they hug.</p><p>I know this was sorta descriptive and probably won&rsquo;t happen but I just thought of all this and wanted to share. I guess it&rsquo;s just the fanfic writer in me lol. </p>
Answer: <p>Hey, I&rsquo;m down for any scenes that can help Will comes to terms with himself while also bonding with El. I absolutely dread the possibility that she would become insanely jealous and/or possessive with Mike if she found out Will liked him. It would diminish all three of their characters.</p>
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Question: <p>Maybe Will mentions how he&rsquo;s planning on sneaking in to watch nightmare on elm street 2 and El is like, &ldquo;I wanna see too&rdquo; and maybe Will would be a bit hesitant at first since it is a horror movie + El&rsquo;s never been to the movie theaters before. But Will sees how badly El wants to go so he lets her come with. </p><p>And maybe he would be a bit excited at the idea that El would enjoy horror movies like he does. </p>
Answer: <p>Maybe. I could see her being excited to finally go to a theater. I&rsquo;m sure she was aware of all the times Mike went with Will, Max, and Lucas.</p><p>The big question, though, is: would El actually like horror movies? I&rsquo;m personally shocked that Will still likes them after all he&rsquo;s been through.</p>
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Question: <p>I would LOVE a scene where Will learns that El has never been to the movie theaters before so when nightmare on elm street 2 shows up in the local movie theater, Will sneaks them both in and after watching the movie Will deals with some conflict within himself(because he probably would pick up on the gay subtext) while El would probably ask a bunch of questions about the movie that makes the conflict within Will even worse. </p>
Answer: <p>El&rsquo;s first time to the movie theater is to see Nightmare on Elm Street 2? Damn, Will, way to ease her into cinema. I can see Will wanting to see it, though. He&rsquo;s an established horror fan, so I imagine he&rsquo;s seen the original. It would make sense for him to want to see this one. This one might hit home for more than one reason, though. In addition to the subtext, it more explicitly deals with the main character struggling with an evil force trying to use his body to hurt people.</p><p>It&rsquo;s an interesting idea, and a great way for Will and El to bond, but I&rsquo;m not sure it would work. I think a problem with that scenario is that it would require the audience to be at least aware of the queer subtext of Freddy&rsquo;s Revenge. Otherwise, there would need to be exposition to catch people up. I guess they could use it to show us where Will is with coping with his possession. The queer subtext stuff could be an added bonus for those who are familiar with it. Maybe Will keeps insisting that he&rsquo;s gotten over the Mindflayer thing, but it&rsquo;s obvious that something about that movie got to him. The audience is mislead to think he&rsquo;s still dealing with the Mindflayer, and, to some extent, he surely is, but the bigger thing is he subconsciously picked up on the queer subtext.</p>
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Question: <p>I hope they mention nightmare on elm street 2 during season 4 honestly.</p>
Answer: <p>They could considering it would be a contemporary movie. It would likely be out of most theaters by the time March 1986 came around, but they could show us flashbacks to when the Byers were still settling in, or maybe someone will just mention having seen it. I don&rsquo;t know how much influence it could actually have on the plot considering it&rsquo;s not on the season 4 movie list (Nightmare 4 is, though), but it could still come up like Day of the Dead or Back to the Future did in season 3.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, will byers

Post id: 659418641344937984
Date: 2021-08-13 16:03:42 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/659418641344937984
Slug: your-explanation-was-interesting-i-just-see-a-lot
Reblog key: SPVbk52n
Reblog url: https://general-kj.tumblr.com/post/659416122835288064/your-explanation-was-interesting-i-just-see-a-lot
Reblog name: general-kj
Question: <p>Your explanation was interesting. I just see a lot of your examples as unfortunately grasping at thin straws&hellip;it just goes back to looking at the subtle but ignoring the blatant. It reminds me of what I saw especially in the Swan Queen fandom among others. </p><p>I hope you aren&rsquo;t disappointed, truly, if Byler does not happen. </p>
Answer: <p>I obviously disagree with you, if you want me to go into more depth with some of my points I will but I would suggest you read theories from people like kaypeace21 and hawkinsschoolcounselor as I don&rsquo;t write theories for a reason as its not something I&rsquo;m good at. </p><p>I am 100% confidant in Byler and no one is going to tell me otherwise. I trust the Duffers to break the mold of toxic relationships being the norm.</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;ve heard theories that Will is 001, and idk but this theory seems so cool. What do you think of it? </p>
Answer: <p>I think it&rsquo;s a neat idea, but I fear they&rsquo;d have a <i>lot </i>of work to do narratively in order to explain how something like that is possible. I struggle to think of a possibility that doesn&rsquo;t result in what we&rsquo;re seeing not even being what&rsquo;s really happening. I&rsquo;m just not a fan of Shyamalan twists like that.</p><p>Now, Will being 012, on the other hand, could be easier and accomplish much the same thing. </p><p>The way I would see it, Will&rsquo;s powers would finally manifest in an open way. I still think he could have unknowingly created the Upside Down and all that, but nobody is aware of it, not even him. To me, the Numbers and the Upside Down aren&rsquo;t necessarily connected. El opening a door to the Upside Down was a genuine accident on her part. However, it won&rsquo;t stay closed because it isn&rsquo;t really her door. She doesn&rsquo;t have the key to lock it permanently. </p><p>Maybe I&rsquo;m just a little too into my recent post about how Will could be 012. If people are really shooting for Will to be the beginning of everything, keep in mind that clocks begin and end on 12.</p>
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Question: <p>Do u think we will get the poster directly after they finish filming bcs they usually post the poster like 7 months before the release </p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s hard to say since they seem to be marketing this season a bit differently from the others. I don&rsquo;t remember getting so many teasers before, but that might be a result of it taking so long to finish. </p><p>I don&rsquo;t really know what goes into making the posters. Are those artistically modified photoshoots? If they need the actors to pose for them then they may need to wait until filming is finished.</p><p>If anyone out there has any knowledge and/or experience with promotional posters, please share your thoughts on this.</p>
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Question: <p>What is your zodiac sign?&#10084;&#65039; </p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t really believe in that stuff, but I&rsquo;m an Aries, which I find to be somewhat fitting.</p>
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Question: <p>I am waiting for the ST poster hope we get it soon</p>
Answer: <p>Me, too, friend. Me, too.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think in the real world El&rsquo;s mental state would be considered &lsquo;autism&rsquo;?</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t think so. I can see her possibly being mistaken for being on the spectrum, or it may need further investigation to rule it out as a diagnosis, but I don&rsquo;t think she fits the criteria. I think most, if not all, of the symptoms that she may have can be better explained by her traumatic upbringing and lack of normal social learning.</p>
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Question: <p>love all the theories on the person in front of the burning car! i personally think it&rsquo;s will, but i hiked up the exposure a few times and it does kinda look like there could be a ponytail. however the stance of the actor really matches the awkwardness of noah&rsquo;s portrayal of will. </p>
Answer: <blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>ADDING ONTO THAT-</p></blockquote><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>I’ve been hearing theories that there will be a part of season 4 where Will believes Lonnie killed Mike but in reality he’s still alive, just badly injured.</p></blockquote><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>Maybe that will happen, then Lonnie will basically force Will into his car and with the anger of being forced to go to gay conversion therapy bt his own father and the potential death of his crush and best friend, his powers unleash.</p></blockquote><p>I&rsquo;m glad I&rsquo;m not the only one that sees a possible ponytail.</p><p>Keep in mind that a lot of theories are based on little to no evidence. I&rsquo;m not even sold on the car person being Will. I just find it way too easy to come up with scenarios where it&rsquo;s him, and it does look a bit like it could be him. All we really know is that it seems to have been filmed at Stone Mountain Park in Georgia, which is where all the wooded area scenes in Hawkins were filmed.</p><p>I&rsquo;ll be a bit disappointed if this whole scene turns out to be nothing compared to what we&rsquo;ve come up with, but I&rsquo;d have to admit it&rsquo;d be pretty funny, too. When presented with a highly mysterious scene, all of our imaginations run wild.</p>
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Question: <p>What is your take on Will Byers possibly being asexual or on the ace spectrum? Either homoromantic ace or aroace or otherwise? I mean I guess it&rsquo;s a longshot for the invisible orientation, but it&rsquo;s another theory I&rsquo;ve seen and would still fit the role of struggling with his sexuality.</p>
Answer: <p>I feel like too much has been done to set up Will liking Mike for him to be aroace. Will could potentially be homoromantic ace, but I guess we&rsquo;d have to wait for season 4 to see where they go with it. </p><p>I wonder what it was like for people on the ace spectrum in the 80s. As far as I&rsquo;m aware, the idea that it&rsquo;s a spectrum is relatively new. Is anyone out there able/willing to speak on that?</p>
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Question: <p>do you think you have a chance of Will coming out as asexual?</p>
Answer: <p>Sorry, but I just don&rsquo;t see it. They&rsquo;ve built him up too much as being into Mike, and vice versa. If they hadn&rsquo;t done that, then I&rsquo;d say there&rsquo;d be a chance of it happening.</p>
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Question: <p>Is Eleven considered a &lsquo;feral child&rsquo;?</p>
Answer: <p>She shouldn&rsquo;t be. El has never, at any point that we&rsquo;ve seen, been in a feral state. </p><p>Documented cases of feral children are relatively rare, but, basically, it would involve a child either running away or being abandoned at a very young age. Generally, it would mean the child gets adopted by wild animals, otherwise it would be next to impossible for them to survive. They would have little to no knowledge of or experience with human culture or socialization.</p><p>Despite her very isolated upbringing, El was still &ldquo;cared for&rdquo; by humans. At one point she may have had contact with other children, as hinted in the 002 teaser. At the time she escaped, she had some language skills, as well as familiarity of human societal concepts, such as rules, consequences, and familial relationships (Papa). </p><p>El was very limited, basically restricted to only skills Brenner needed her to have, but she wasn&rsquo;t feral, by any definition. Even when she escaped the Upside Down and had to briefly survive in the woods, she knew how to build a fire rather than eating a raw animal, as a feral child likely would have. </p><p>I&rsquo;m not sure where someone could get the idea that she&rsquo;s a feral child, but I can only assume it&rsquo;s a misunderstanding of the concept.</p>
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Question: <p>Thoughts: person looking at the car doesn't look like a woman, even one in baggy clothes. Seems like a teenage boy body type to me. Like Will. Also looks like a pretty deserted stretch of road, so I'm guessing he got out of the car before it caught fire, and walked a distance. But he seems creepily calm about it? Maybe this is fire powers used against an abductor, or maybe Will was driving the car and crashed it? Maybe it caught fire as he walked away, and he's just too numb to react?</p>
Answer: <p>An abductor? Hm. That&rsquo;s intriguing. We know Lonnie shows up in some fashion. There&rsquo;s a car we haven&rsquo;t looked at in a while. This is the best shot of Lonnie&rsquo;s car I could find.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="656" data-orig-width="984"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3562c204914ffd6cacca8181bfa7cafb/278822ae37851a97-dd/s640x960/afcd04b12110f491b2d8b4a07063225f8dee7685.jpg" data-orig-height="656" data-orig-width="984"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0586e54f7e3fdd6e0a270dda53eb24ee/278822ae37851a97-1c/s640x960/77c248c4af52743299849982347dc1171377177f.jpg" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"/></figure></div><p>Maybe?</p><p>If there&rsquo;s anyone I can think of who Will might get angry enough at to hurt and not feel terribly bad about it, it&rsquo;s Lonnie.</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 658968002092482560
Date: 2021-08-08 16:40:58 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/658968002092482560
Slug: thoughts-person-looking-at-the-car-doesnt-look
Reblog key: ZyqVFiRf
Reblog url: https://green-graveyard.tumblr.com/post/658962376374272000/thoughts-person-looking-at-the-car-doesnt-look
Reblog name: green-graveyard
Question: <p>Thoughts: person looking at the car doesn't look like a woman, even one in baggy clothes. Seems like a teenage boy body type to me. Like Will. Also looks like a pretty deserted stretch of road, so I'm guessing he got out of the car before it caught fire, and walked a distance. But he seems creepily calm about it? Maybe this is fire powers used against an abductor, or maybe Will was driving the car and crashed it? Maybe it caught fire as he walked away, and he's just too numb to react?</p>
Answer: <p>An abductor? Hm. That&rsquo;s intriguing. We know Lonnie shows up in some fashion. There&rsquo;s a car we haven&rsquo;t looked at in a while. This is the best shot of Lonnie&rsquo;s car I could find.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="656" data-orig-width="984"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3562c204914ffd6cacca8181bfa7cafb/278822ae37851a97-dd/s640x960/afcd04b12110f491b2d8b4a07063225f8dee7685.jpg" data-orig-height="656" data-orig-width="984"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0586e54f7e3fdd6e0a270dda53eb24ee/278822ae37851a97-1c/s640x960/77c248c4af52743299849982347dc1171377177f.jpg" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"/></figure></div><p>Maybe?</p><p>If there&rsquo;s anyone I can think of who Will might get angry enough at to hurt and not feel terribly bad about it, it&rsquo;s Lonnie.</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;m thinking on why those men are taking El.. because it doesn&rsquo;t seem like she has her powers in that clip and it seems like they know that by the way they are grabbing her. So could this be Russian related? Like try to keep her away from the Russians finding her? Or make her get her powers back? Is she staring at Brenner lol</p>
Answer: <p>Who or what she&rsquo;s staring at is the big question, and nobody is really going to have a real answer for it. She doesn&rsquo;t seem angry, though. She seems more concerned or defeated. She&rsquo;s not putting up much of a struggle. This really seems to me like the aftermath of something. El may have already been there (possibly having caused it), or she could have been brought there by these guys.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not sure the Russians are actively involved on American soil at this point. The loss of the Starcourt base would be devastating to their plans. It&rsquo;s possible that Hopper&rsquo;s appearance may have them looking to come back the same way he got to them, though. A portal from Russia to America would be a very valuable asset. Preventing them from succeeding could be a part of Hopper&rsquo;s storyline. He may well be preparing to give up any hopes of using it to return in order to stop them from succeeding. The involvement of the military this season also has me wondering if this Colonel Sullivan might have ulterior motives for his actions in Hawkins.</p><p>I mean, it&rsquo;s possible she&rsquo;s looking at Brenner, but that would make that one guy&rsquo;s facial expression a bit weird. He seems shocked or aghast, as if he wasn&rsquo;t prepared for what he&rsquo;s looking at. I would imagine El&rsquo;s reaction to seeing him would also be fury, but, perhaps, she&rsquo;s too in shock or is simply too exhausted to do more. It&rsquo;s possible she has powers back, but is just too wiped out to use them. They easily could have removed any blood on her nose for the teaser so nothing was given away. </p><p>Like everything else, we&rsquo;ll just have to wait and see. </p>
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Question: <p>Hmm would Will be able to drive a car? Also when do you guess we&rsquo;ll get 003? :))</p>
Answer: <p>The Will theory doesn&rsquo;t involve him driving the car. At least, no version of it that I&rsquo;ve read does.</p><p>People seem more to think that his latent powers come out at that moment to cause the car to burst into flame. There is something of a parallel to a scene from Carrie. I’m pretty sure she causes a car to burst into flames at some point during her rampage.</p><p>What gets me is that the person watching seems more or less ok, suggesting they weren&rsquo;t in the car, at least when the accident happened. So what remains to be seen is whether this person was a passenger (willing or not) who got out and then caused all of this, or they were on the outside all along, possibly waiting for this person to come driving down the road.</p><p>Of course, we can take a third option. This could be a “vision” with the person watching something without actually being there. </p><p>That’s the thing about teasers. There’s more we don’t know than we do know, and knowing those things would likely greatly impact our interpretations of these scenes.</p><p>I can&rsquo;t say I have any clue when 003 would be coming. If I had to guess? Maybe sometime this Fall, leaving 004 to come in Winter.</p>
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Question: <p>I think 003 and 004 may be Byers-Mike centric as we have not seem them, or maybe they are waiting for a full trailer release to show them. I don&rsquo;t know l, it is really weird that they haven&rsquo;t shown them yet. I am also hoping that one of those shows us how the guys are doing in high school or something more of Hawking. Too many question and so little answers. </p>
Answer: <p>I would imagine at least one of them would deal with the Byers and/or their new hometown. If they went through all these teasers without any significant look at the Byers or Mike, then it&rsquo;d be extremely conspicuous. I maintain that we haven&rsquo;t seen much of them yet simply because that filming has only recently kicked into high gear. I would expect that to change in future teasers.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t know if we&rsquo;ll get a high school teaser. They may want us to see that firsthand in episode 1.</p><p>Gun to my head, if I had to guess what 003 and 004 will be?</p><p>003: Welcome to Lenora Hills! (Sort of a Chamber of Commerce-type video voiceover to hype up the town. Introduces us to the new locale and Argyle, and gives us a peek at the Byers).</p><p>004: Satanic Panic in Hawkins, Indiana (A local news report. Hints at the current climate in Hawkins, the Hellfire Club, and shows us the Hawkins crew).</p><p>The order could be flipped, of course, but I feel like 004 dealing with what&rsquo;s happening in Hawkins would make sense to go last.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think there&rsquo;s a deeper reason as to why Will and Mike aren&rsquo;t seen in the teaser or frankly any bts content whatsoever? (I was going to ask this about millie, but then we got the lab teaser, and now this) obv joyce and Jonathan are not seen too, but I&rsquo;m focusing on mike and will because they&rsquo;re literally the core four and the Duffers know we&rsquo;d probably <i>want</i> to see them too. Idk just curious.</p>
Answer: <p>No, I don&rsquo;t think there&rsquo;s any deeper reason. The goal with a teaser like this is to provide scenes that would amp up the fans without giving anything away. It could just be that they didn&rsquo;t have any such scenes ready that include the Byers or Mike. </p><p>To put things into perspective, that car accident scene was apparently filmed a while back, around May or something. This teaser has likely been in production for a while now, as the scenes would need to be polished up to look like final cuts. The &ldquo;newest&rdquo; scene may be that scene with El and the guys in suits, but we honestly don&rsquo;t know when that could have been filmed. The Claremont House <i>exteriors </i>were recently filmed, but the interiors could have been filmed on soundstages well before that.</p><p>That lab teaser was also filmed a while back. There were set photos of kids in hospital gowns preparing for a shoot (they were wearing caps and robes, so it wasn&rsquo;t any actual filming), including one behind an umbrella that people were saying was El. That teaser may have more to it in the season (we do see a buzzcut El walking past a door in the new teaser), but it wasn&rsquo;t anything that was recently filmed.</p><p>New Mexico filming, which is where Mike, El, and the Byers seem to mainly be centered, has only recently kicked into high gear. Yeah, Mike was seen briefly in some early Hawkins set photos, and he&rsquo;s probably the guy on the left in the D&amp;D scene in the teaser, but we haven&rsquo;t seen much of him since then. Any additional scenes of him (or the Pizza Party) in Hawkins probably were filmed on soundstages. We did see their photo doubles in the pizza van driving through Hawkins, but that was it.</p><p>Like you said, we haven&rsquo;t seen Joyce or Jonathan, either. I know how easy it can be to read into things like this, but I don&rsquo;t think there&rsquo;s any deeper meaning here. I&rsquo;ve seen fans suggest that it means these characters are less important, but that&rsquo;s just ridiculous. One new character is Jonathan&rsquo;s new best friend. He&rsquo;s listed as a Main Character, so I doubt they&rsquo;d waste time with him if Jonathan was being downgraded. Joyce shares top billing with Hopper, so it&rsquo;s not like she&rsquo;s less important, either.</p><p>I will say that they&rsquo;ve seemed to be extra careful when it comes to the Byers and Mike, but it could just be coincidental. There may not be as many exterior scenes in Cali as there are in Hawkins, which would leave us with little in regards to set photos. </p>
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Question: <p>You seemed a little bitter when anon claimed that according to the theories Will is one of the most important people in ST so he should be in the sneak peak teaser trailer and you replied that theories may as well be wrong. The way you responded kinda came across like you're about to lose hope in those theories. That you're no longer convinced. Are you alright? Maybe it's just me misinterpreting things tho I wanted to make sure you're okay. Lots of love.</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, no, not at all. Tone can be a tricky thing to convey through text, and I should be more mindful of that.</p><p>What I was getting at was that we&rsquo;re all, myself included, prone to coming up with theories every time we get something new. I just think it&rsquo;s important to ease up and realize that we could easily be wrong. I can be wrong, you can be wrong, they can be wrong.</p><p>I&rsquo;m coming around a bit on the possibility of that character being Will, though I&rsquo;m still not convinced. Still, it&rsquo;s important for all of us to be open to being wrong. That&rsquo;s why I posted that my initial thought that it was Joyce was probably incorrect after I compared her car to the one in the teaser shot.</p><p>It just felt like people were adamant about it being Will. A lot of us want superpowered Will, but that doesn&rsquo;t mean that&rsquo;s what we&rsquo;re getting here. Maybe we are, but maybe it&rsquo;s just him narrowly escaping an accident. Maybe it&rsquo;s a new character entirely.</p><p>I guess my point is don&rsquo;t go so gung ho on theories that you can&rsquo;t consider alternatives. </p>
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Question: <p>I don't think this was the 003 teaser bcs they didn't change their bio to that and it said sneak peak so we still have 003 and 004 left</p>
Answer: <p>Indeed, I noticed that, also. It&rsquo;s not labeled 003 anywhere.</p><p>This is either more of an extra sneak peak since it&rsquo;s taking so long, or it&rsquo;s a kinda-sorta release announcement since it mentions 2022. </p><p>003 and 004 may well be more character-focused, just as 001 and 002 were.</p>
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Question: <p>Hopper in the new teaser isn't wearing his russian prisoner uniform and has a weapon, which very obviously isn't just readily given to anybody imprisoned, so maybe he escaped? </p><p>I honestly would rather have him escape by maybe the second or third, or maybe fourth, episode and have him back home for the "final battle" in Hawkins or Cali.</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, he&rsquo;s got a new jacket from somewhere, not that it&rsquo;s exactly in good condition. I do wonder where he is in that shot. We have no idea where he is in that shot, but the flamethrower suggests that he&rsquo;s monster hunting. It wouldn&rsquo;t be my weapon of choice to escape a prison. </p><p>Here&rsquo;s some possibilities off the top of my head:</p><ol><li>He&rsquo;s still in Russia, and he&rsquo;s hunting down the demogorgon after it got loose and killed the Russians. He found the jacket somewhere, and, ahem, borrowed the flamethrower from his former captors.</li><li>He gets rescued, but he&rsquo;s all &ldquo;No, they have a demogorgon. We have to kill it before we leave.&rdquo; He gets his jacket and weapon from that smuggler guy or the prison guard. </li><li>He&rsquo;s back in Hawkins, and he&rsquo;s not fucking playing around anymore. He steals a flamethrower from the military and goes off to do Hopper things.</li></ol><p>It&rsquo;s hard to say how long he&rsquo;s there before he gets out, but the lack of any signs of him in the big outdoor Hawkins scenes makes me wonder if it takes a while. I&rsquo;m already thinking that the Pizza Party doesn&rsquo;t get there until the end, so maybe Hopper (and Joyce and Murray?) do, too, and all three groups meet up at the end.</p>
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Question: <p>TOTALLY AGREE about El's new look resembling Joyce. She's imitating her, as she did with Nancy, Kali, and Max in seasons before. I don't know what that means for her character development (maybe she's going to adopt Joyce's mama bear protective instinct over Will? Maybe something happens to Joyce?) but I do know it gives me the feels</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, to some extent it isn&rsquo;t surprising that she&rsquo;d take on a similar style to Joyce. She already likes Joyce, and it wouldn&rsquo;t be a stretch to say she admires her. Without Max around, Joyce is really the only female influence on her when it comes to things like style. I hesitate to say she&rsquo;s outright imitating Joyce, as she did before with others, but it&rsquo;s possible, given her history.</p><p>I would say, if anything, it&rsquo;s a sign of how close they&rsquo;ve become since Joyce took her in. Hopefully, this extends to the entire family. That could very well be one of Will&rsquo;s flannels. Beyond that, any reflection is has on her character is pure speculation.</p>
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Question: <p>Thoughts: person looking at the car doesn't look like a woman, even one in baggy clothes. Seems like a teenage boy body type to me. Like Will. Also looks like a pretty deserted stretch of road, so I'm guessing he got out of the car before it caught fire, and walked a distance. But he seems creepily calm about it? Maybe this is fire powers used against an abductor, or maybe Will was driving the car and crashed it? Maybe it caught fire as he walked away, and he's just too numb to react?</p>
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Question: <p>The figure walking towards the car(who I definitely think is will) reminds me of that scene in season 2 where the front door opened and Will could see the mind flayer outside. </p>
Answer: <p>Ok, let&rsquo;s go with it being Will. I&rsquo;m not opposed to the idea; I just don&rsquo;t think it&rsquo;s him.</p><p>If it is him, then we need to consider what it could mean. </p><ul><li>He has powers, and he caused the car to go up in flames. I find this unlikely since he&rsquo;d basically become a walking anti-Mindflayer/anti-demogorgon weapon. It&rsquo;s too much power in one character. I don&rsquo;t like it in El, and I wouldn&rsquo;t like it in Will.</li><li>He doesn&rsquo;t look like he&rsquo;s much the worse for wear, suggesting he wasn&rsquo;t in the car. Whoever it is either got out of the car before it happened, caused it from the outside, or is just an observer.</li><li>Maybe this is a dream/vision. It could call back to his &ldquo;I have seen the future&rdquo; line from season 3. </li><li>I still think this looks like it takes place in Hawkins, not California. If it&rsquo;s a vision Will sees, then maybe this is what prompts the Pizza Party to head for Hawkins.</li></ul><p>Remember that teasers are deceptive, often intentionally so, and sometimes end up with shots that aren&rsquo;t in the final product. It&rsquo;s my inclination to think that some teaser scenes are <i>not </i>what they initially appear to be.</p>
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Question: <p>The figure could be Jonathan, but looks a bit too slight and not quite tall enough, to me. I lean towards it being Will or Mike, and with the hair seeming more neat than Mike's curls, I'm thinking Will. I also think the person is wearing a sweater vest over a collared shirt? Hard to be sure. But we all suspect Will is going to develop fire powers, so I'm leaning towards this being an escape from or an attack on some shady pursuers. Brenner or Russian agents, maybe?</p>
Answer: <p>Jonathan, eh? I hadn&rsquo;t even considered him. I mean, he does have something of a slim build, but that doesn&rsquo;t look like his car, either. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="480" data-orig-width="960"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/153bfb63c7d02e14727d3e4c1d3d258e/ba685760440e808f-69/s640x960/5a65d980233a1fe570a9c8eb7cbb6bb639580ee6.jpg" data-orig-height="480" data-orig-width="960"/></figure><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0586e54f7e3fdd6e0a270dda53eb24ee/ba685760440e808f-8b/s640x960/df28bb2519aeb2805fe683e0eb7b86c4e3c97a34.jpg" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"/></figure></div><p>His car has rather long and flat ends. I suppose it could be a matter of perspective, given the angle we&rsquo;re seeing the car from. We know something must happen to his car for them to resort to the pizza van, but I&rsquo;m not sure this is it.</p><p>We know Mike gets out of Hawkins somehow, which I imagine happens before shit goes down.</p><p>If this <i>is </i>Will, and it&rsquo;s him manifesting his powers, then it happens late in the season after they get to Hawkins.</p><p>For all we know, though, this is some new character, one with powers, who is looking on at a fresh kill.</p><p>I love the ideas people are coming up with, though. I&rsquo;m certainly not anymore right than anyone else is. This is all speculation at this point.</p>
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Question: <p>The figure looks too small to be Joyce. And I can&rsquo;t see a ponytail??? Where are you getting that from?? </p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t know if you noticed, but I already said that it&rsquo;s probably not Joyce. That doesn&rsquo;t look like her Pinto, and that street, with the trees flanking it, looks more like the one with the &ldquo;Now Leaving Hawkins&rdquo; sign than a road that would be in California.</p><p>As for the character being too short to be Joyce, well, it&rsquo;s not like she&rsquo;s that tall. That would be bad news for people who want it to be Will.</p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="326" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/895a5b03ae32558443e20fdd6f1259d5/0d34bc8164086a04-9f/s640x960/693a3f23432f0a811df6bbd6fb1434dab7afae28.gif" data-orig-height="326" data-orig-width="540"/></figure></div><p>They were already basically the same height in season 3, and Will is probably taller than her now. </p><p>No, this shot probably happens in Hawkins. Maybe someone tries to leave, only to be violently stopped by the military or the baddies.</p><p>As for the ponytail thing, if you look around the characters neck, there&rsquo;s a silhouette caused by the fire that looks like hair. I said it could be a ponytail because there&rsquo;s no visible hair at the shoulders, so I figured their hair was tied back.</p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/bba8374085b7fd4d9cbec4837c716408/0d34bc8164086a04-a9/s640x960/c6af522c05279d6ca5d2efbc195f28eedf80bca9.jpg" data-orig-height="720" data-orig-width="1480"/></figure></div><p>You have to zoom in a bit to see it, and it&rsquo;s not too clear, admittedly. It could just be a trick of the light, but that&rsquo;s what it looked like to me.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think there's a possibility that the person in the fire scene could be Chrissy? I've been thinking this, but I'm curious to hear your thoughts as well!</p>
Answer: <p>I can&rsquo;t say I know enough about her to begin to guess about that. I do now think that this scene takes place in Hawkins, though.</p>
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Question: <p>I think Will may have set the car on fire but obv not on purpose. The figures does look a lot like him, not Joyce or Jon and def not Mike. He might carry something on his back--- a bag, rucksack or who knows. Anyways, I think he's at least in this scene.</p>
Answer: <p>We&rsquo;ll have to agree to disagree. At least one of us is wrong, possibly both of us. I&rsquo;m sure they chose that shot because we can&rsquo;t clearly see who it is. It still looks to me like someone with a messy ponytail, but I can admit that I could easily be wrong. </p><p>Yeah, I&rsquo;m sure Will wouldn&rsquo;t do something like that intentionally. Even on accident, though, Will would hate himself if he endangered his mother. </p><p>My best guess at this point is that someone tries to kill Joyce, or a series of unfortunate events leads people to think she is dead. This opens the door for Jonathan to have to take over as head of household and raise the kids with his new platonic life partner, Argyle, while also preventing anyone from asking questions as to where she is as she searches for Hopper.</p>
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Question: <p>In the description it says it&rsquo;s returning in 2022. So at least that&rsquo;s confirmed that it won&rsquo;t be this year even though we kinda guessed as much.</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah. I tried to hold onto a bit of hope that it could make it by the end of the year, but I knew that was highly unlikely. I just hope they don&rsquo;t wait until March if they don&rsquo;t really have to. It&rsquo;s neat to line the season up with the time of year it takes place, but it&rsquo;s not really necessary, and we&rsquo;ve already been waiting for a long time.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 658776654240464896
Date: 2021-08-06 13:59:35 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/658776654240464896
Slug: even-if-its-not-will-personally-i-think-it-is
Reblog key: YKvZ1JhH
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Even if its not Will, personally, I think it is him,  the burning car thingy could be caused by him, right? I mean, if the theories are true, he should be one of the most important characters so why didn't they put him in the friggin trailer? :((</p>
Answer: <p>One must always be ready to consider that his/her theories are incorrect. </p><p>That said, I mentioned in my teaser reaction that these scenes were likely shot before they started filming the bulk of the NM scenes. Yeah, they only recently did Claremont filming, but that was exteriors. The interior shots could have been filmed long before that since they&rsquo;d be on a soundstage.</p><p>I still don&rsquo;t think Will would be involved in the car burning. He&rsquo;d never forgive himself for that. Besides, assuming that is Joyce, she drives a car that was notorious for people burning to death after accidents.</p><p>Keep in mind that we only had a brief glimpse of El, who many people believe is the main character. I wouldn&rsquo;t read too much into how long anyone was in the teaser. Also, any reveal that Will is actually more important (and possibly has powers) than a lot of people realize would likely come late in the season, or even in season 5.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think the person in front of the burning car could be Will? Fire powers? &#128293; </p>
Answer: <p>Hm, not really. If you pause and look closely, you can see the outline of hair at the back of the person&rsquo;s neck. This suggests someone with hair that is long in the back, but tied into a messy ponytail. That would fit Joyce. We haven&rsquo;t seen Will, but a mullet wouldn&rsquo;t be his look, and his body double appeared to have the same bowl cut we&rsquo;ve come to know.</p><p>It&rsquo;s possible that whoever it is survived a car accident, as the car is flipped over. It&rsquo;s rather unbelievable that someone could walk away from something like that, though. Plus, the car is in the middle of an empty road, so it&rsquo;s hard to guess what that person could have hit to cause that. Joyce does drive a Pinto, though, and those were infamous for the gas tank being liable to ignite if damage in a rear collision. Maybe she gets hit and is smart enough to bail out before it goes up in flames.</p><p>Joyce is my best guess here, but it&rsquo;s really tough to know for sure.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi. I have recently gotten into the Stranger Things fandom and I have seen many people believe (I mean believe, as in hardly doubt and take it as the true) all these &ldquo;leaks&rdquo; and I was wondering. In some of the last seasons has there actually been a leak? </p><p>I never believe in leaks of any shows, especially taken into account the fact that it is easy to make information/proof up nowadays and that anybody can make things up on the Internet. Also, Stranger Things is a very important show in Netflix so you would expect that they are very protected and take a lot of precautions. I was looking for theories and found so many &ldquo;leaks&rdquo; and blogs that take them as completely true. I think it&rsquo;s very naive to believe that someone would risk their job to send information to some random person online and make the fandom lose it. </p>
Answer: <p>Hey, welcome to the fandom!</p><p>Honestly, I didn&rsquo;t really get involved with all of this until after season 3. I lurked a bit before that, but I didn&rsquo;t get anywhere close to the same level of information that I do now. Now, I have people sending me information on the regular. I remember there being some set photos prior to season 3, like the shots of post-Starcourt with the helicopter, but we were all pretty wrong about what it all meant without any context. I don&rsquo;t remember any leaks, though. There was nothing I was aware of that claimed to be scripts or whatever.</p><p>Does anyone out there know if there were leaks similar to what we&rsquo;re seeing now for previous seasons?</p><p>I don&rsquo;t really buy into leaks, either. I suppose I can understand the appeal to some extent, but I think leaks mean either getting lied to or getting spoiled for the actual release. I&rsquo;m not sure why people would actually want to find leaks. I like things like set photos and whatnot since they&rsquo;re mostly harmless without context, and they let us build hype through speculation. At any rate, I&rsquo;d imagine that on a show of this caliber, security would be high and people would be foolish to intentionally leak anything out. I suppose we&rsquo;ll see in the end how right any of these &ldquo;leaks&rdquo; are.</p>
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Question: <p><a href="https://twitter.com/strangerfilming/status/1422622051563671552?s=21">Have you seen this</a> ?</p><p>Season 4 might skip over Will&rsquo;s birthday after all..... </p>
Answer: <p>That doesn&rsquo;t really change too much. There&rsquo;s still this photo from a while back:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="741" data-orig-width="807"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c2258d9b05d08a2e0ba87c87cbec5bbb/3e1ac5d0cb81ad8a-23/s640x960/5a63da9cbadab3fce565f52c896ff870985ce17f.png" data-orig-height="741" data-orig-width="807"/></figure></div><p>Unless this photo was a total fabrication, it tells us that at least a portion of the season takes place in March. It also provides the justification for Mike to be able to go visit the Byers, as traveling from Hawkins to California and back isn&rsquo;t something one would do on a weekend.</p><p>I can see a few different possibilities for these apparent new photos:</p><ol><li>They&rsquo;re for an epilogue scene. Perhaps we check in on the cast a month later like was done in seasons 1 &amp; 2. This could include the younger cast going to an Art Show (especially if Will somehow took part) and the older teens going to their prom.</li><li>We&rsquo;re still in March for those scenes. It wouldn&rsquo;t be at all unusual to promote an April event while in March, especially one that needs people to sign up.</li><li>The season takes place over a longer period of time than usual. So far, the events of each season have taken about a week each time, but that doesn&rsquo;t mean it has to be that way.</li></ol><p>I&rsquo;d be leaning towards #1. If the entire season took place in April, then how do we justify Mike getting himself to California? Also, there are next to no photos of Mike for any of the scenes filmed in Hawkins, suggesting he&rsquo;s away for most of the season. So, yeah, we&rsquo;re probably getting at least of the bulk of the season in late March, so it would only be logical to include Will&rsquo;s birthday. Having a character visit his best friend during his birthday and not working it in somehow would just be insane.</p>
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Question: <p>The &ldquo;we&rsquo;re not in Hawkins anymore.&rdquo; could be an actual line from a character said to another. Will to El, Johnathan to El, Johnathan to Will, Will to Johnathan. Or even Will to one of the party members back in Hawkins. Who knows!</p>
Answer: <p>It could be. It&rsquo;d be a bit cheesy to have a character say the tagline for dramatic effect, but it would be a believable bit of dialogue for a family that just moved away from their hometown.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you  think Brenner is interested in Will? I&rsquo;ve seen theories that at the end of season 4 he might have both El and Will which I think would be really interesting. </p>
Answer: <p>I can&rsquo;t see why he wouldn&rsquo;t be. He survived a week in the toxic Upside Down while being hunted by the demogorgon, was possessed by the Mindflayer, and then found himself able to sense its presence. Whether Will was ever ordinary, he certainly isn&rsquo;t anymore.</p><p>Of course, I suppose it depends on how much of this Brenner is aware of.</p>
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Question: <p>How was your first day back?&#128522;</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, I&rsquo;m not back just yet. I have a training tomorrow, but I&rsquo;m not officially back until next Wednesday when staff returns. Students will be returning on August 30th.</p><p>I&rsquo;ll let you all know how it goes, though.</p>
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Question: <p>If Brenner comes back, what do you think he&rsquo;s been doing all this time while he&rsquo;s been MIA? I think for sure he would be aware of the events that have happened lately in Hawkins. And could he have been tracking El and just waiting silently for the right moment to get her back?</p>
Answer: <p>I imagine, assuming he did survive and it&rsquo;s not just a huge misdirect, that he had quite a recovery period. He <i>did</i> get up and personal with a demogorgon, after all.</p><p>Furthermore, he likely faced some consequences from whomever he reports to in the government. Not only did a valuable asset (El) escape under his watch, but an extradimensional monster was let loose, uncontrolled, on American soil. His agents also caused a mess by using extreme, and, honestly, unnecessary, means to keep El a secret, like when they shot Benny. The last thing a government agency that conducts this sort of work wants is to have people snooping around, and Brenner only drew more and more attention to the program.</p><p>Owens was essentially installed to do damage control. He&rsquo;s a nice guy, as far as scientists for secret government agencies go, and he puts a contrite face on a shadowy organization. He still works for them, and he clearly has a great deal of power considering he was able to bring a military unit in to Hawkins in season 3. Still, he&rsquo;s a decent guy who seemed to genuinely care for Will&rsquo;s well-being, not just the potential for research his situation brought to him. </p><p>I think Brenner would still be out there, though. Not only is his work potentially invaluable to the United States&rsquo; government, but I imagine they know full well that he&rsquo;d be needed to help clean up the mess he made. They just made sure to put him far away from the situation to keep him from making matters worse. Wherever he is, he may well be continuing his work there. Watch it turn out that he has a new base of operations in Lenora Hills. The Byers just somehow got a very nice house there. What a coincidence. He may well know that El is on the way, and he just needs to concoct a plan or wait for the right moment to get her back without drawing the attention of local authorities or the press.</p>
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Question: <p>hi! i&rsquo;m the anon that asked how would you change the mileven storyline to make it appealing. i 100% agree with you, there is definitely no salvaging mileven at this point in the story. i&rsquo;m not a huge fan of their romantic relationship, however, given different circumstances in which they were properly written and built up from the beginning, i would probably ship them. which leads me to my original ask, i meant to say how would you have changed the mileven storyline starting in season one to currently make their romantic relationship appealing? i should have been more specific, i do apologize. you made some great points though, and you give a very good perspective on their relationship.</p>
Answer: <p>Ah, well, I apologize for the misunderstanding. I don&rsquo;t know that my answer would really be much different, though.</p><p>In order for Mike and El&rsquo;s relationship to be healthy from the start, they would need to be able to actually get to know each other. Either El wouldn&rsquo;t be sequestered away for a year, or they would take the time to become friends before going out in season 3. </p><p>El still would need to figure out who she is, also, which she can&rsquo;t do if she&rsquo;s latched onto Mike and doing what he and Hopper tell her to do. Mike would need to treat her like a person, allowing her to take part in group activities instead of sequestering her away where it&rsquo;s just the two of them. It really bothered me that she didn&rsquo;t seem to spend any time with Dustin or Lucas, who are her friends, too, or finally get to know Max or Will, at least until she felt she <i>needed</i> to go to Max. Her restrictions couldn&rsquo;t have been so severe if she was allowed to take part in Dustin&rsquo;s homecoming. It seems she mostly just needed to stay out of the public eye, which she could do while still having time for her friends.</p><p>So, yeah, it didn&rsquo;t have to be a bad relationship. It could have been good, if they wanted it to be. I realize they had some plot issues where El needed to be hidden away for her own safety, but they still wrote them as going out immediately after reuniting and followed up by showing a controlling, codependent, dishonest relationship. If they meant for it to be seen as romantic, then they failed big time, and it&rsquo;s wholly depressing that people still thing it&rsquo;s cute.</p>
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Answer: <p>Hm, that is interesting. I don&rsquo;t know if it means anything, or if it&rsquo;s just a coincidence in how the shadow cast on her face, but it&rsquo;s interesting. </p><p>I suppose, if it <i>was </i>intentional, that it could signify the Mindflayer leaving a remnant of itself in her after she was bitten. That could explain her inability to use her powers since the Mindflayer could be actively suppressing them from inside her. Yeah, they were able to remove the piece of the monster from her leg, but how do we know it didn&rsquo;t leave anything behind?</p>
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Question: <p>I don&rsquo;t think the scenes at Creel&rsquo;s house (?) are the finale. If you notice, Steve isn&rsquo;t hurt, for instance, so it probably happens before the gun shop scene.</p>
Answer: <p>Interesting it’s confusing also just by how much Steve is injured lol. Like <a href="https://www.instagram.com/p/CR9iWOaJKbs/?utm_medium=copy_link">here in one set </a>of Claremont pics he’s clearly not injured, but then in the <a href="https://www.instagram.com/p/CQJbRWbAlbu/?utm_medium=copy_link">camo shirt outfit </a>he and it looks like <a href="https://www.instagram.com/p/CR6dInrAEJk/?utm_medium=copy_link">his photodouble</a> in the same outfit have a line around their throat like someone tried to strangle or hang him. So that injury shows up both in the Claremont pics and war zone pics—so are you saying you think the war zone pics are after Claremont? But they look like Claremont prep. I guess he could get strangled or whatever sometime in between the first set of Claremont pics above and the war zone/second set of Claremont pics</p>
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Question: <p>Do u think they are editing the show while filming I think so yes </p>
Answer: <p>I admit I know next to nothing about the production process, but I&rsquo;d imagine it would be hard to do that. Granted, some episodes may be completed finished filming, but wouldn&rsquo;t people involved in the filming (directors, producers, the Duffers, etc.) also be involved with the editing process?</p><p>So, in short, I guess it&rsquo;s theoretically possible, but it seems unlikely to me.</p>
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Question: <p>Tumblr has been getting on my nerves sm I can&rsquo;t even message you or anyone and I can&rsquo;t go on people I follow&rsquo;s account ):  has it been like this for you? Because I&rsquo;m this close to smashing my phone I&rsquo;m that frustrated </p>
Answer: <p>Sorry, I can&rsquo;t say I&rsquo;ve experienced any problems lately.</p><p>Does anyone have any advice for this person?</p>
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Question: <p>How about you do the face reveal if Will and/or the people around him canonically realize/s he has powers?! (Don't worry, I'm not horny :D)</p>
Answer: <p>This could be a good one. </p>
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Question: <p>Do you think in order for Will to have powers, the DID theory would have to be true? What are your thoughts on how Will got his powers and how he might find out about them/ what they could be ? </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;ve talked about Will possibly having powers multiple times. I usually tag such posts with #will the wise, so feel free to take a look. Here&rsquo;s a handy link to get anyone started if they wish: <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/tagged/will-the-wise">https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/tagged/will-the-wise</a></p><p>I don&rsquo;t think Will having powers is necessarily contingent on the DID theory being true. Nobody seems to be insisting the El or Kali&rsquo;s powers are the result of any deeper theory, so I don&rsquo;t see how it&rsquo;d be required for that to be the case with Will. The theories can stand alone or exist together, and, for all we know, they could both be wrong in the end.</p>
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Question: <p>heres an idea for the face reveal condition: if they include wills b-day in season4 a photo of you would be a great and extended birthday gift for him and the whole community xD , cool that youre willing to do this in general</p>
Answer: <p>heh, nah, I almost feel like it&rsquo;s a given that his birthday will be shown considering when the season takes place. I&rsquo;d be <i>very </i>shocked if it didn&rsquo;t get at least a short scene or a mention.</p>
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Question: <p>If byler becomes canon in s4 then do a face reveal! (and by canon, I mean, it's explicitly stated/shown that they like one another- more than in previous seasons)</p>
Answer: <p>Heh, perhaps that would be a good condition. It&rsquo;s possible without being a guarantee. What do people think of this?</p>
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Question: <p>If byler becomes canon in s4 then do a face reveal! (and by canon, I mean, it's explicitly stated/shown that they like one another- more than in previous seasons)</p>
Answer: <p>Heh, perhaps that would be a good condition. It&rsquo;s possible without being a guarantee. What do people think of this?</p>
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Question: <p>Any theories on why they&rsquo;re being so secretive over the Byers- and ig Mike too kinda? I have my own but I&rsquo;d like to get your opinion &#128522;</p>
Answer: <p>Simplest answer? Most of their season is being filmed in New Mexico, which has only just recently kicked into high gear. Perhaps it&rsquo;s not so much secretive as it is they just hadn&rsquo;t gotten to it, yet.</p>
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Question: <p>It's surprising how they still haven't gotten any posters or ep titles like mabye once they are done filming we will get</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m not too surprised actually. They aren&rsquo;t even finished filming, yet, so they may not be putting much work into promotional materials. We didn&rsquo;t get season 3&rsquo;s titles until December, which, if I recall correctly, was a month or so after they completed filming. Hell, I don&rsquo;t think we had season 2&rsquo;s titles until just a few weeks before release.</p><p>It&rsquo;s frustrating, but not really surprising. We all want some official tidbits, but we need to be patient. They should be wrapping up filming in the next month or so, so perhaps we&rsquo;ll get something soon thereafter.</p>
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Question: <p>At this point I truly want the DID theory to be true and honestly can't even think of an alternative plot that would make sense (same with Byler btw). I don't get why some people find it ridiculous, ableist or weird. What do you think? What's your opinion?  Oh and don't be shy and show yourself. :)</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m not all-in with the DID theory, but I do think it has promise, and there&rsquo;s potential evidence to support it. I certainly find it more interesting than &ldquo;evil monster tries to break into real world and needs to be stopped.&rdquo;</p><p>If you guys really want to see my face then we&rsquo;ll have to make a game of it. What should the condition be? If a certain event occurs in season 4, I post a photo?</p>
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Question: <p>i&rsquo;m not sure how relevant at all this is but i&rsquo;m very curious &ndash; what was it really like growing up in the &lsquo;80s? has stranger things done a good job portraying this? </p>
Answer: <p>No worries about it being relevant or not. There&rsquo;s nothing wrong about being curious about the setting. That said, you left it pretty open-ended. I&rsquo;m not sure exactly what you want to know.</p><p>Bear in mind that I was young during the 80s. I was 8 years old when 1990 came around. Still, I do have some memories of the time, and, yeah, I&rsquo;d say they&rsquo;ve done a good job. It&rsquo;s really a masterpiece of little things. </p><p>We had landline phones, so getting in touch with someone was dependent on if they were home, like we saw in season 2. Kids, at least where I grew up, were trusted be out and about as long as they didn&rsquo;t go too far and were home by dinner. I was still too young at the time, but once I was around the Party&rsquo;s age in season 1, I was riding my bike around town without even telling my parents where I was going. Arcades were popular, and I loved visiting the one in our local mall (well into my college days, actually). Speaking of malls, they were immensely popular, as they brought access to products and entertainment that couldn&rsquo;t be had elsewhere. Similarly, movie theaters were huge because there just wasn&rsquo;t any other alternative. There was barely cable TV at this time, and it was still very limited compared to what we have now. Video stores brought access to past movies that were no longer in theaters since there were no real movie channels, and TV stations would only occasionally show evening or weekend movies. Home video games were in a decline, though, due to the Video Game Crash of 1983. They wouldn&rsquo;t make a resurgence until Nintendo launched the NES in 1986. This might be how Joyce was able to afford to buy Will an Atari.  </p><p>Heh, well, that&rsquo;s a start, I guess. Feel free to ask any follow ups if you wish.</p>
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Question: <p>the same person to first leak vecna leaked lenora hills. lenora hills was just proven today with pictures. so what is your take with vecna?since it seems like its probably true too</p>
Answer: <p>I wouldn&rsquo;t say the Vecna leak is probably true, even if the same person broke Lenora Hills. It&rsquo;s two separate things, and I daresay that the location of the Byers new home is less critical information than the identity of the new, previously unannounced villain. I would certainly <i>hope</i> that the production crew would be far more vigilant about protecting something like that.</p><p>Regardless, I stand by my previous statement on the matter. Introducing a new big bad, especially one that would seem to be superior to the Mindflayer, seems like a highly unnecessary move. Are we meant to think the Mindflayer has been defeated? Does this Vecna entity control it? I dunno, I just don&rsquo;t like it.</p><p>Other aspects of the leak, which I really wish people didn&rsquo;t send to me, are decent, but I&rsquo;m not a fan of this Vecna business. </p><p>As a final note, why would anyone want to know actual spoilers, let alone share them out? Set photos are one thing, since it can drive hype and speculation, but to actually know what may happen? Doesn&rsquo;t that really defeat the purpose of watching a show?</p>
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Question: <p>I don't get how we haven't gotten one single pic of the Byers like. Also I have noticed one thing whenever millie or noah are filming in Atlanta we don't get any bts pics but now that they aren't filming in Atlanta we are getting so many bts pics like they definitely don't wanna show us will and el</p>
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Question: <p>We saw a lot of mileven in the previous season so it would be a nice idea to split them up in this one (as in small groups like every season) so we could see more of Byler working together alone (maybe with Max) and on the other hand el's dynamic with Dustin or Lucas (or both) without Mike. I really want to see different groups than usual.</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s unlikely that we wouldn&rsquo;t see a lot of Mike and El considering Mike will be traveling to visit the Byers. I expect there to be more scenes of them and Will as a trio, though, instead of just the two of them. They might even make it a point of Mike feeling uncomfortable in not wanting to leave either of them out.</p><p>As far as new groups go, there&rsquo;s nothing too solid to base anything on, yet. There&rsquo;s photos of Max with Dustin, Steve, and Robin, though. Mike and the others make it back to Hawkins at some point, but we really don&rsquo;t know when since there&rsquo;s no photos (that I&rsquo;m aware of) of them with the rest of the Party.</p>
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Question: <p>OOOHH they are gonna film at the high school in NM tomorrow hoping for some will and el bts pics</p>
Answer: <p>Don&rsquo;t get your hopes up. Those two have been a heavily guarded secret, it seems. All we&rsquo;ve had were their body doubles, so far.</p>
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Question: <p>hello! hope all is well. i&rsquo;m not sure if you&rsquo;ve answered a question like this before, but i&rsquo;m very curious to know your input. how would you change or alter the mileven storyline in a way to make it appealing and worth shipping?</p>
Answer: <p>Hello! I&rsquo;m doing alright. I just got Skyward Sword HD, and I&rsquo;m remembering just how much the motion controls frustrated me when it first came out.</p><p>I have to be honest and say I didn&rsquo;t expect a question like this to come my way. I would think my opinions on that relationship were rather well-known by now. Still, it seems a fair question, so I will do my best to respectfully answer. Bear with me here, because I&rsquo;m going to have to criticize the relationship to set the stage for potentially fixing it.</p><p>In order to make Mileven work and be worth shipping, the Duffers would have to fix the relationship&rsquo;s major issues. What makes it so unappealing to me is how badly they interact together to the point that the only real thing they do together is make out. They lack the playful banter of Lucas and Max, who go on movie dates. They don&rsquo;t have the saccharine sweetness of Dustin and Suzie, who talk about science and sing together. Mike and El simply hide away and make out, and awkwardly, I might add, since Mike doesn&rsquo;t seem to want her hands on his face. I think one major reason for this is they simply don&rsquo;t know each other.</p><p>What casual and younger fans don&rsquo;t seem to realize is that Mike and El haven&rsquo;t really known each other very long. They met in November 1983, were separated for almost a year with Mike thinking she was dead, then reunited in November 1984. They were apart for longer than they interacted. During that time, Mike desperately wanted a sign that she was ok, feeling immense grief. This would make it very easy for an idealized version of her to take shape in his mind to sort of &ldquo;fill in the gaps&rdquo; of who she was. Remember when he told Will that she&rsquo;d understand what he&rsquo;s going through? There&rsquo;s really little reason to think so given her limited social skills, but, in his mind, she would. To be fair, she&rsquo;d probably get it, even back then, but she&rsquo;d have trouble expressing it. For her part, El spent a year watching soap operas and peeking in on Mike. He became a sort of mythical figure for her, as well, and she was able to create a sort of storyline she expected to have with him once they reunited.</p><p>So the major issue I see with them is that they&rsquo;re dating each other, but are more into the versions they made up than the real person. El doesn&rsquo;t actually like what Mike does for fun (when he showed off his toys in season 1 or sang in season 3), and El just doesn&rsquo;t really have any interests at all. Mike&rsquo;s efforts to shut her away could possibly be an effort (likely subconsciously) to keep her from taking on a personality that would clash with how he sees her in his head. At the very least, he&rsquo;s terrible unable to balance this relationship with his others.</p><p>The first main step is that El needs to figure out who she is and what she likes. It was only in season 3 that she even dipped her toes into the waters. She had absolutely no clue as to how to even know what she liked to the point that she had to ask Max how she&rsquo;d know. Max&rsquo;s advice to &ldquo;try things on&rdquo; is a pretty good idea when you have no idea where to start. Not Mike, not Hopper, her (with an unsaid &ldquo;Not Brenner). She was literally doing that for the first time ever. I don&rsquo;t know if Mike definitely saw this as a threat to their relationship, but there&rsquo;s reason to believe he could have, and it&rsquo;d further explain his hostility to Max. El figuring out what she liked might mean she realizes it doesn&rsquo;t include Mike. The problem is that this makes for an extremely unhealthy relationship. </p><p>If Mike were to encourage El to continue with this, not help, but step back and encourage, then I think it could be a way to salvage the relationship, in theory. If El is going to want to be with Mike, then it has to be because she figures herself out and decides that he, not the mythical figure she invented, is still someone who interests her. Mike, for his part, needs to be able to have a girlfriend while also spending time with his friends, especially when his girlfriend is also friends with them. He needs to feel that he actually likes her and wants her to be a part of his life instead of a treasure to be locked away.</p><p>I personally don&rsquo;t feel that this is a relationship will be saved, but I hope I explained how it could potentially work. Not tagging this in the Mileven tag since I don&rsquo;t think it would be taken very well, but I hope it came across as respectful as I intended it to be. It&rsquo;s not impossible for them to work, but it really feels like they&rsquo;re just not that into each other and would be better off as friends. At the very least, they don&rsquo;t know each other well enough yet to even know if they&rsquo;re that into each other.</p>
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Question: <p>I know this sounds like a dumb question but wouldn&rsquo;t they have like bald caps? Shaven ones? Surely there will also be camera tricks to make it more realistic?</p>
Answer: <p>Possibly, but I seem to remember reading that MBB legit had to have her hair cut in season 1. It was a source of anxiety for her, IIRC, and I think the Duffers compared her to Charlize Theron in Mad Max to get her to see it could be a cool thing to do.</p>
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Question: <p>I GOT SUCH A FRIGHT I THOUGHT YOU LEFT TUMBLR IT WAS COMING UP THAT IT WASN&rsquo;T ANYONE AND NOTHING TO BE FOUND! Thank goodness omg.</p>
Answer: <p>Nah, even if I were to leave Tumblr, I wouldn&rsquo;t delete the account. I imagine there was briefly just a problem with the internets.</p>
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Question: <p>How do you think they filmed the lab flashbacks? They couldn't have filmed them back with season 1 (because they weren't planning to continue with the same cast) so how will Millie look younger (shaved, shorter) again? </p>
Answer: <p>No, they wouldn&rsquo;t have filmed them way back then, you&rsquo;re right. The Duffers made sure to write a show that could be a decent one-off since they didn&rsquo;t know if they could expect more than that. There may be cut scenes they could possibly repurpose, but any lab flashbacks would mostly be new content. It would be hard to make it look real since there&rsquo;s no way they can make MBB look like she did when they show started.</p><p>I&rsquo;d say they could get around this by making it more of a nightmare situation. Present-day El would essentially be reliving what happened, allowing her to appear at her current age despite the events having taken place years ago. We&rsquo;ve seen photos showing what appears to be a body double for her with short hair, so it seems that happens somehow. Perhaps she goes through an experience that causes her to relive long buried memories. Whether that&rsquo;s directly related to her hair being cut, I really can&rsquo;t say.</p>
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Question: <p>How do you think the show will end?</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t even want to begin to think I can predict that. I will say that I think it will have a largely happy ending, though. After all the tragedy these people, particularly the kids, have been through, anything else would seem unfulfilling.</p>
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Question: <p>If season 5 is going to be the last one, they need to speed things up with byler. I wanna see important stuff on this season</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s been building slowly, but surely, over the course of the show without disrupting the overall story. I see no reason why they can&rsquo;t keep going the way they have been. I suspect that this season their feelings will become a bit more obvious to the casual viewer, but it will be season 5 where a true resolution occurs.</p>
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Question: <p>Could it be that they are filming the season without an specific order? They could be doing that to avoid leaks and throw off fans. Or they could just be reshooting scenes? There is a lot of possibilities. It&rsquo;s possible they are using two different cities as one location or something. We will just find out when s4 comes out. </p>
Answer: <p>Oh, I&rsquo;m sure there&rsquo;s an order of some kind, especially for location and exterior filming. They need to be able to secure permits and whatnot for things like the Claremont House, not to mention being able to block off traffic. It&rsquo;s basically filmed in order of when they have whatever locations secured for filming. Scenes that take place at different times during the season at the same location would likely be filmed all at once. They need to be able to dress up the locations, film, then restore the locations to their original state, so they wouldn&rsquo;t want to do that more than once if it could be avoided.</p><p>Soundstage filming can be done in any order they really need it to as long as they have access to the necessary cast members. It would seem really wasteful, tedious, and unnecessary if they had cast and crew moving across the country for no good reason, though. Soundstages can potentially be made up to look like any interior setting, regardless of which studio they&rsquo;re using. The difference is who is available, as they&rsquo;re not likely to send people who don&rsquo;t appear in the California setting to New Mexico.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 657957035451826176
Date: 2021-07-28 12:52:06 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/657957035451826176
Slug: have-you-heard-about-the-reddit-post-giving-away
Reblog key: lxNhvPsB
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Have you heard about the Reddit post giving away one of the biggest plots in season 4? And it&rsquo;s legit.. hope the person doesn&rsquo;t get fired but I have to say, it got me very excited. </p>
Answer: <p>yeah, we&rsquo;re not getting into this again. I called BS a week or so ago, and I stand by that.</p>
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Question: <p>how do you think the asylum and the claremont house will tie into the plot of the next season? along with that, what do you think the initial character groups will be and what do our think their objectives will be?</p>
Answer: <p>Your guess is as good as mine. </p><p>With the Claremont House done up for filming this week, and reports that MBB, Finn, and Noah are in Atlanta again, it would seem to be part of their story arc. I don&rsquo;t know if it&rsquo;s supposed to take place in California or Hawkins, though. If It&rsquo;s in Hawkins, then it might be part of the climax of the season after the Pizza Party gets into town (likely too late to stop what&rsquo;s going on).</p><p>I figured the asylum would involve Victor Creel, and that Nancy and Robin went there to investigate whatever is going on in Hawkins. That still seems the most logical possibility, but, with Brenner and a shaved-head El, I&rsquo;m not sure what to think anymore. I suppose that&rsquo;s a good thing. It wouldn&rsquo;t be as fun if I was able to figure things out before it came out.</p>
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Question: <p>Can we talk about that in Noah's live they asked him if he liked Byler and he replied that in season 4 there was going to be something related to that?????</p>
Answer: <p>Forgive me if I&rsquo;m wrong, but isn&rsquo;t this old news at this point?</p><p>I&rsquo;ve said it before, and I&rsquo;ll say it again, we shouldn&rsquo;t put too much stock into what actors say in fan interviews. They&rsquo;re not going to say anything to upset the fans, so they&rsquo;ll try to coyly answer in a way that doesn&rsquo;t give anything away. It&rsquo;s pretty much a given that Will and Mike will have scenes together next season.</p>
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Question: <p>Yea Finn was spotted on the Atlanta airport millie was also in Atlanta and noah said even he is in Atlanta so mabye they are filming like a important part so ig everyone is filming</p>
Answer: <p>Good god, this production must be hell with the stop and go filming and traveling. I can&rsquo;t see why they&rsquo;d want to shuttle main cast actors between Albuquerque and Atlanta like that. I can&rsquo;t see how they&rsquo;d be done with the Albuquerque scenes already, so they&rsquo;ll need to go back again.</p><p>If this is indeed true, it has me wondering if it&rsquo;s connected to the Claremont House filming. They may not have been able to film those scenes until now. It has me very interested in what&rsquo;s going on there.</p>
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Question: <p>I've seen comments on twitter from people saying that the LGBT audience will probably not like the way Byler is being portrayed on the series and their development, so they don't think the duffers will do that, I want to know your opinion on these claims?</p>
Answer: <p>I think that&rsquo;s a load of crap. I&rsquo;m part of the LGBT audience, and I don&rsquo;t see anything bad about how it&rsquo;s being portrayed. </p>
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Question: <p>What do you think the rest of Steve's arc is going to be like? I haven't seen a lot of people talk about it besides his potential friendships with the other characters</p>
Answer: <p>To be honest, aside from him continuing to mature, I&rsquo;m not really sure. His story arc has mainly been realizing that he&rsquo;s happier and better off the more he stops trying to be a popular ladies man. I&rsquo;m not entirely sure where it goes from here, but you can be sure it involves him protecting his children and at least one fight. Given the trend we&rsquo;ve seen, he might even handily win this one. He got wrecked by Jonathan in season 1, had a good showing against Billy but lost, and struggled a bit but beat the Russian soldier.</p><p>With Hopper gone, Steve is the only real adult (if barely) left with any experience fighting off the supernatural monsters they&rsquo;ve been dealing with. That would actually put him in a prime position to be a sort of leader.</p><p>I&rsquo;d like to see him get some real closure with Nancy, too. He sort of just accepted that it was over without there being any true resolution between them.</p>
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Question: <p>Speaking of Jonathan and working, do you think Jonathan feels any resentment toward Joyce for having to give up so much of his childhood helping out the family? It feels like after Lonnie was no longer in the picture that Joyce had to rely on him not just to help supplement their income, but also emotionally. Do you think this is an aspect of the character that will ever be explored, or even should be?</p>
Answer: <p>I think it&rsquo;d only be natural for him to harbor <i>some </i>amount of resentment towards his mom. I think in his heart he knows it&rsquo;s not her fault, but he&rsquo;s only human. </p><p>Yeah, Jonathan had to become the man of the house in basically every way at a young age. That&rsquo;s really not a fair burden to put on anyone (though it&rsquo;s worth mentioning that this sort of thing happens in real life all the time). I think it would be a nice part of his character to explore further. Perhaps now that he&rsquo;s entering adulthood there might be opportunity. He might find himself reluctant to leave to go to college or start his own life because it might put a strain on his family. Joyce and Will would definitely want him to go, though, regardless of what it might mean for their situation.</p><p>With Argyle in the picture, we might get to see Jonathan starting to have something of a &ldquo;normal&rdquo; element in his life. We never did get to see him with friends, and even Will made his &ldquo;then why are you always hanging out with me?&rdquo; comment. I imagine we&rsquo;ll see Jonathan getting to &ldquo;cut loose&rdquo; in a sense by having a life outside of his family. This doesn&rsquo;t need to mean he&rsquo;ll forget about them, though. Jonathan is still a guy who loves his family a lot, and that family presumably now includes El. He&rsquo;ll just hopefully now have some healthy boundaries set up between his home life and his social life.</p>
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Question: <p>Also how are you today?</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m doing alright, thanks for asking. I&rsquo;m just trying to enjoy what&rsquo;s left of summer before it&rsquo;s back to work for me. I probably won&rsquo;t be able to post as much once that happens.</p>
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Question: <p>Who do you think will be the next to discover the truth about all that&rsquo;s been going on in Hawkins? Personally, I would love for Mr Clark and Mrs Wheeler to be more involved!</p>
Answer: <p>I honestly don&rsquo;t know if we&rsquo;ll see Mr. Clarke next season. Is there any confirmation that he&rsquo;s returning? The boys are out of middle school, so the only connection would be Erica, assuming she&rsquo;ll be in 6th grade. Yeah, he&rsquo;s still a guy in the neighborhood, and I want him to be there, but I also want it to make sense. His insights have been consistently useful, so losing that could create problems for the Party, but it&rsquo;d also be a shame for the audience.</p><p>Karen is considered a main character, and Cara appears in the opening credits for all three seasons, so I assume they have plans for her. She&rsquo;s also gotten closer and closer to the action each season. It&rsquo;s possible that she finds out what&rsquo;s been happening all this time in season 4, and she&rsquo;s possibly involved in what happens next. I kinda worry that the vision Billy had of her in season 3 might be foreshadowing her death, though.</p><p>I&rsquo;m happy with more of both of them, though. I can&rsquo;t say I have any idea how they&rsquo;ll be used, but they&rsquo;re good characters.</p>
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Question: <p>There&rsquo;s a rumor that Jonathan is skipping class to support his family and I deadass saw people be like, &ldquo;NOOOO!!! I hate Will!!! He&rsquo;s just about the age Jonathan was in season 1 so he should be supporting his family as well!!! &gt;:-((((((&ldquo;</p><p>But like..... I don&rsquo;t think Jonathan would let him do that. You know what I mean? </p>
Answer: <p>I can see it happening, though I doubt Joyce would be happy about it. By March of 1986, he&rsquo;d be very close to graduating high school, so I don&rsquo;t know why he&rsquo;d risk it unless it was a dire situation. In such a case, what the hell is the deal with that nice house? I wonder if they&rsquo;re just going to be showing certain angles of it to make it look smaller.</p><p>No, I really don&rsquo;t think Jonathan would let Will work like he did. Even though he probably does harbor some resentment for having to give up his teenage years, his anger would be firmly directed at Lonnie. Besides, Will wouldn&rsquo;t really be old enough to legally work in most types of businesses. Jonathan would have just been barely old enough himself in season 1. </p><p>And, yeah, some fans just love to hate Will for no good reason. </p>
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Question: <p>Finn noah and millie are in Atlanta again I am so confused with their filming schedule-</p>
Answer: <p>For real, or is this just rumor? The only thing I know of that they&rsquo;re filming in Atlanta is that Claremont house thing. It&rsquo;s supposedly the last thing they need to film there. If true, then I wonder if that house is meant to be in California instead of near Hawkins. If true, of course.</p>
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Question: <p>hey man . u run a good blog man. keep it up. u give me good content. i like that in a blog, man. thanks. </p>
Answer: <p>Thank you. It means a lot that people appreciate what I do here.</p>
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Question: <p>Does Jonathan have another year of high school like Nancy and Robin, or did he graduate with Steve?</p>
Answer: <p>I believe he&rsquo;s supposed to be the same year as Nancy and Robin, so he should be a senior now.</p>
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Question: <p>oh boy you're getting some weird weird anons</p>
Answer: <p>People have to work harder than this to break me. I&rsquo;m an elementary school counselor.</p>
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Question: <p>People are making rumours about will dying this season bcs apparently noah deleted a comment saying that they killed will of or something like people really need to stop mabye he deleted that comment to not spread any Unaccesory rumours which could get him in trouble-</p>
Answer: <p>Sigh, really? Why do people believe this stuff. So, if I&rsquo;m reading this right, he deleted a comment someone else made, so people are jumping to the conclusion that it&rsquo;s a valid spoiler. Sigh.</p><p>If it was a comment he posted for some weird, unnecessary reason, then the fact that it&rsquo;s deleted doesn&rsquo;t mean anything either. No actor in their right mind would post a real spoiler if they ever wanted to act professionally again.</p><figure class="tmblr-full tmblr-embed" data-provider="youtube" data-url="https://youtu.be/GAAz8h3WlMc" data-orig-width="356" data-orig-height="200"><iframe width="356" height="200" id="youtube_iframe" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/GAAz8h3WlMc?feature=oembed&amp;enablejsapi=1&amp;origin=https://safe.txmblr.com&amp;wmode=opaque" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe></figure><p>Some people just don&rsquo;t like Will for one reason or another. It&rsquo;s sad, really.</p>
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Question: <p>What do you think about Lucas and Max? I wish we could've seen more of their relationship</p>
Answer: <p>It would have been nice to see more of their relationship, yeah. It could have been a nice contrast to Mike and El&rsquo;s farce. Lucas made it a point to say he was spending quality time with his girlfriend when they were out with Mike and Will, and I wish they went with that more. We could have better seen how two young teens can have a relationship without it interfering with friendships. I did like their playful banter at the beginning of season 3, but it would have been nice to see more of it. Instead, all we got was being told that they&rsquo;ve broken up five times and Lucas giving Mike terrible relationship advice. Lucas&rsquo; dad shouldn&rsquo;t have given him such terrible guidance in season 2.</p><p>In the end, I think that Lucas and Max do like each other, but it&rsquo;s going the way of middle school relationships. Their priorities aren&rsquo;t in sync. Max will be struggling with family things, but Lucas seems like he may be trying to move up the social ladder a bit if the rumors of him playing basketball are true. It wouldn&rsquo;t be impossible for them to come back together after they&rsquo;ve both had a chance to adjust a bit, but I don&rsquo;t know if that will happen.</p>
Tags: stranger things, max mayfield, lucas sinclair

Post id: 657874765320699904
Date: 2021-07-27 15:04:27 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/657874765320699904
Slug: many-of-our-beloved-children-are-now-adults-i
Reblog key: nLQPKuP2
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Many of our beloved children are now adults. I really don't want to see excessive romance and stuff like that just because they are older now -I genuinely never liked the kids getting romantically involved in the first place (I was extremely uncomfortable back then when they were like 11-12). I think this show is science fiction/adventure and even though it's my absolute favorite, I wish the romance part was skipped. </p>
Answer: <p>I hear you, it can be weird to watch as an adult. It&rsquo;s true to life, though, and we shouldn&rsquo;t be acting like young teens aren&rsquo;t engaging in that sort of thing. It&rsquo;s a character-driven show, and it would be very conspicuous to have none of the younger teens caring about that sort of thing. </p><p>I don&rsquo;t see anything excessive, except for Mike and El&rsquo;s relationship in season 3, and I think that was the point, really. They were so over the top because Mike was making a big show of the relationship and El didn&rsquo;t really know any better after watching soap operas for a year. I think the relationships will be more natural and realistic going forward.</p>
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Question: <p>I've wanted to ask this for a while but I wasn't sure how to go about it since stranger things is not mainly a teen drama. We probably won't see that kind of stuff but what would El know about her menstrual cycle and puberty? What would the boys think of sexual relationships (I really, REALLY hope we won't get to see any kind of sexual involvements because even though the cast members will be all adults on season 5, it's still VERY weird considering we've seen them grow up)? The party members are all teenagers now and they would probably be curious and struggling with the idea of all these things like all teens. I would prefer not to see this kind of stuff at all to be honest, but this show- excluding the supernatural stuff- has been pretty realistic on teens until now (like Nancy getting involved with Steve in the first season when she was like 16-17) so idk what to expect.</p>
Answer: <p>They do have to start acknowledging more mature issues with the kids now, you&rsquo;re right about that. Nancy was only a year older than they are now when she slept with Steve. </p><p>I won&rsquo;t pretend that I know how they&rsquo;ll explore it, but I imagine it will come up somehow. </p><p>Someone asked me a little while back about El and her menstrual cycle, and I think I replied that it probably happened off screen by now. If it didn&rsquo;t happen yet, then I would think it&rsquo;s a good thing she&rsquo;s living with Joyce and not Hopper now. </p><p>As for the boys and sexual relationships, they poked fun at that a little bit with the lingerie store in season 3. </p><p>I know some fans feel a &ldquo;squick&rdquo; factor when it comes to these characters and mature, sexual themes, but it does a disservice to pretend they are still innocent children. We&rsquo;re too terribly prudish in America when it comes to sex, which is odd when you see how glorified violence can be. It can be a bit weird considering we&rsquo;ve practically seen these kids grow up, but we can&rsquo;t pretend they&rsquo;re little kids forever. Like I said above, they&rsquo;re almost the age Nancy was when she slept with Steve.</p><p>I trust the Duffers to be tasteful, but genuine, about whatever they choose to do with this.</p>
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Question: <p>a follow-up ask re: queer baiting with byler (which is a ship i'm really not invested in, but will is a character i am) -- what if will's sexuality is never confirmed because he is young?</p><p>this is not to say that will is not gay, nor that a gay man can't or won't figure that out in their teens (lol, p sure that's when most of them do!). but, as i'm sure you remember and as we've seen canonically in the show with steve casually calling jonathan a queer just to bait him into a fight (and god knows how many other times), coming out was very hard when you were young in the 80s, and if this show continues on the pace it is, will will still be 16-17 at best when it's over (barring, again, a flashforward of some sort).</p><p>to me, to see will exploring and curious about himself but not open, not out, but as <i>happy</i> and settled as he can be as a 16-18 year old in what will probably be what like 1988? wouldn't be queerbaiting. and certainly his gay identity doesn't have to revolve around <i>mike</i>. there's other versions of lgbt/gay will byers that doesn't involve byler endgame. </p><p>that's not queerbaiting for me, and that's a way to have a realistic depiction of what that life/identity might be like. it's 2021 not 1986; positive lgbtq media is all over the place. byler is not the only version of queer-affirming representation in will byers' character.</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m going to be honest here. This Ask really sounded like it was either anti-Mike or anti-Byler. I&rsquo;m guessing you aren&rsquo;t the same author as the original post. You seem fine with the idea Will might be gay, but not if it involves Mike. It&rsquo;s funny when you consider that Mike has actually come off as the more lovestruck one. Will&rsquo;s homosexuality actually something we&rsquo;re more told of than shown. </p><p>The ending you describe isn&rsquo;t really an ending, and it&rsquo;s certainly not happy. Being trapped in the closet is a horrible, horrible thing, and the last thing any gay kid needs after accepting himself is to feel like he constantly has to hide it. I really feel like people are overexaggerating the climate of the 80s. Yes, it wasn&rsquo;t like it is today, especially in a place like Hawkins, but it was not nearly this bleak where the best you could hope for was a quiet self-acceptance. There were happy gay people who didn&rsquo;t hide, often because they didn&rsquo;t just fit the stereotype people would expect them to be.</p><p>If you&rsquo;re genuinely curious as to why I feel the way I do, please check out my pinned index post. I&rsquo;ve written about this, and other topics, several times. But, in short, if Will&rsquo;s journey didn&rsquo;t involve Mike, then they wouldn&rsquo;t have made it seem like Mike liked Will so much.</p>
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Question: <p>Huh. I never realized that when Will senses the Mind Flayer (the neck touch thing) the sound effect is described on the subtitles as "fluttering". Does that seem like a weird choice of words to anyone else? I immediately thought of butterflies or anxiety. I mean, they could have used "rustling" or something instead, but they didn't.</p>
Answer: <p>I can&rsquo;t say I honestly ever noticed that since I don&rsquo;t watch with subtitles on. I&rsquo;m probably not the one to ask, but maybe one of my readers has some expertise in the area. </p><p>Does anyone out there know how sound effect subtitles are generated, and if there would be any significance to it?</p>
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Question: <p>Hi there &lsquo;not queer-baiting&rsquo; anon here. I want to apologize. I didn&rsquo;t mean to come across like I was lecturing you. I&rsquo;m a queer woman born in 1983, and I was aware we&rsquo;re close to the same age. I brought up Teena and Shepard because some of those who read your blog might <i>not</i> know those names, who weren&rsquo;t around when those tragedies happened. I was pretty certain you would know who they are. </p><p><br></p><p>As for my what I was getting at, I <b>do</b> think the show itself needs to confirm Will is gay, whether he only admits it privately to himself or perhaps to his direct family. I just think within the universe the idea that Will might not come out to his friends and live as an openly gay boy is a realistic possibility. Like you pointed out, the media back then didn&rsquo;t have a lot of positive representation. Will had no role models, very little access to accurate information, or a gay community. He&rsquo;s also from a traditionally conservative State. I can easily see a fifteen year old boy not feeling ready to come out under such circumstances. So, those who talk about the situation like Byler <i>has</i> to happen or else it invalidates Will&rsquo;s story is reductive to me. The story of a closeted gay kid is just as valid, if disappointing to the modern audience. </p><p><br></p><p>I&rsquo;m hopeful that if the Byers are in California that Will does get to see and experience a more positive depiction of gay people than Hawkins probably gave him. I think that would be a very organic way to open him up more to be comfortable and accepting of himself. I do want Will to come out and be happy, I just want to temper those expectations with acceptance that it might not be the outcome. </p><p><br></p><p>Once again, I&rsquo;m sorry if it seemed like a lecture or that I&rsquo;m unsupportive of LGBT+ persons and depictions in media. That was never my intent. </p>
Answer: <p>I apologize on my end, too. I appreciate you wanting to take the historical context seriously, but I was being defensive, and I overreacted a bit. I get angry when it&rsquo;s suggested that it&rsquo;s unrealistic that Mike and Will could get together. It ends up feeling like the burden of evidence is sky high for a gay couple, but two straight kids just need to be in the same room. </p><p>I honestly feel like the story of the closested gay kid is played out, and it sends a hopeless message to the audience in this particular case. On a show where Will has constantly been made to suffer, he deserves more than to accept himself in silence. It would feel to me like he ends the show the way he started, only he&rsquo;s just hiding from a different type of monster. I&rsquo;m not saying that Will should end up &ldquo;out and proud&rdquo; or that he and Mike would dance together at the Prom, but there is a middle ground here that perhaps we&rsquo;re both ignoring.</p><p>They&rsquo;ve spent three seasons now showing the unique relationship Mike and Will have. People out there still seem to think they&rsquo;re &ldquo;just friends,&rdquo; but the details make it clear that they have something special that they don&rsquo;t have with any of their other friends. If they didn&rsquo;t plan to go somewhere with this, I can&rsquo;t see why they&rsquo;d repeatedly build it up. And it&rsquo;s not solely on Will&rsquo;s end, like some people seem to think. Will&rsquo;s homosexuality is actually something we&rsquo;re largely informed of, rather than shown. Honestly, the only part we actually see from him is his jealousy in season 3. It&rsquo;s really Mike who makes all the grand gestures, but most fans don&rsquo;t think twice about Mike being gay. I find that to be an interesting phenomenon. Apparently, in our heteronormative society, you&rsquo;re straight as an arrow until someone says you&rsquo;re gay.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t know how they plan to go about portraying this. I feel like there&rsquo;s no way they can really do the journey justice with the time they have. Still, I do believe that the seeds have been planted for both Mike and Will over the years, and they seemed to be priming it to bloom in some way next season. I just can&rsquo;t see the Mike and Will saga going nowhere after everything they&rsquo;ve done leading up to it. I don&rsquo;t know if Robin will play a role in this now that she&rsquo;s opened the door for explicitly gay characters. I don&rsquo;t know if a relatively more liberal area like California might play a role, either. I just don&rsquo;t it would be baffling to me to not take this to some sort of satisfying resolution. I just know that they&rsquo;ve gone to lengths to show that these boys have something special, and it would make no sense to me to end it with anything else but them together. It doesn&rsquo;t need to be over the top. I don&rsquo;t expect them to be able to go out in public in a place like Hawkins, but I do expect them to show these two boys finally finding peace and happiness with each other.</p><p>PS: If anyone out there is genuinely interested in <i>why </i>I feel the way I do about Byler, or any other topics, then please look at my pinned index post. I&rsquo;ve talked about these topics too many times, and I don&rsquo;t wish to repeat myself over an over.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think that eleven is ready for school? She's not mentally weak-on the contrary, i think she's intelligent-but she's still lacking awareness and basic knowledge compared to will and the others. I feel like it's going to be difficult for her.</p>
Answer: <p>No, I don&rsquo;t really think she&rsquo;s ready for school. It has nothing to do with her not being intelligent enough, though. </p><p>Curricula in schools are largely structured so each level builds on the previous one. El coming into school in 9th grade would be like trying to put together a car where you don&rsquo;t know what the tools are and the instructions are written in a different language. It would have nothing to do with her not being smart enough to do it. She just wouldn&rsquo;t have the necessary foundations to build on. She&rsquo;d likely end up in special education classes.</p><p>She would also struggle with the social elements of school. They may gloss over that, or perhaps they won&rsquo;t, but El wouldn&rsquo;t have any idea how to navigate the social jungle of high school. Her knowledge of such things is limited to her time with the Party and the concept of &ldquo;mouth breathers.&rdquo; This time, though, she won&rsquo;t be able to explode a soda if some mean girls annoy her.</p><p>We don&rsquo;t know how they&rsquo;ll go about portraying it, but, in a realistic sense, there&rsquo;s little chance she&rsquo;d succeed in a formal education setting. I think it&rsquo;s fair to suggest she might do well in a situation where she can get 1:1 attention, though. She just needs <b>a lot</b> of remedial work to get her caught up.</p>
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Question: <p>Will needs to be protected at all costs</p>
Answer: <p>To be honest, I&rsquo;d rather he come to protect himself, as well as his loved ones. Will being in distress has run its course. He&rsquo;s not weak, and he deserves to have a chance to shine.</p>
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Question: <p>In regards to queer-baiting&hellip; excepting a final epilogue that travels far into the future a la HP, is it really queer-baiting if Will&rsquo;s sexuality is never confirmed in-universe? We&rsquo;re talking about a boy in his early teens in the 80s. </p><p>Everyone I see talking about Byler acts like it&rsquo;s obvious and has to happen without seeming to consider historical context. This is <i>not</i> a great era to come out of the closet. Paranoia about the AIDS crisis was everywhere, and gay men in particular were being blamed. As Will is entering college and adulthood he&rsquo;s going to start to be inundated on the news by stories like those of Brandon Teena, Scott Amedure, and Matthew Shepard. Being openly LGBT+ in the 80s and 90s was scary and dangerous. </p>
Answer: <p>You don&rsquo;t need to lecture me as to what the world was like back then. I was born in 1982. I lived through it. I was in high school when Matthew Shepard was murdered, and it shook me to my core. </p><p>What was missing, and what was desperately needed, was positive depictions of gay people in the media. It was easy to be dismissive at best, and hostile at worst, in regards to gay people when you could pretend they were &ldquo;someone else&rsquo;s problem.&rdquo; When actually encountering gay people in real life, yeah, there were some real assholes out there, but a lot of people just needed to get used to the idea. It&rsquo;s just easier to hate something when it belongs to the &ldquo;other.&rdquo;</p><p>Will&rsquo;s homosexuality never being confirmed would be the among the worst sort of gay-baiting. The whole &ldquo;well, you can interpret it that way if you want&rdquo; is an old, tired way writers/producers would avoid actively acknowledging a character is gay. It would also do absolutely nothing for his character after spending three seasons showing how important his relationship with Mike is to him.</p><p>Listen, the idea that &ldquo;it&rsquo;s the 80s, he wouldn&rsquo;t be able to be gay&rdquo; is exactly the type of attitude that kept people in the closet for years or, worse, resulted in them killing themselves. There were happy, out gay people in the world, though. They just didn&rsquo;t get any significant attention, as the world still wanted to pretend they didn&rsquo;t exist. Will not being &ldquo;allowed&rdquo; to be a gay teen because the show is set in the 80s would just be a terrible message, and it reinforces the misconception that gay people were a rare phenomenon until the media &ldquo;encouraged&rdquo; it. </p><p>I don&rsquo;t know about anyone else who grew up back then, but seeing a gay teen be at peace with who he is and <b>happy</b> would be very emotionally fulfilling. It would be exactly what I wish I got to see back then. Maybe my own self-acceptance would have come more easily.</p><p>This whole opposition just comes across as &ldquo;he can&rsquo;t be gay in the 80s because gay people weren&rsquo;t allowed in the 80s.&rdquo; This couldn&rsquo;t be farther from the truth. Gay people couldn&rsquo;t have legally recognized marriages, true, and some areas were more hostile than others, yes, but they existed, and many found a way to be happy. It erases that whole truth to shove them back in the closet in shows/movies set in the 80s.</p><p>The fact of the matter is, the Duffers have spent three seasons giving fans reason to believe that Mike and Will are in love. To not follow through just reinforces tired old tropes that do not need reinforcing. The fact that this is the &ldquo;bridge too far&rdquo; for some people on a show involving extradimensional monsters and superpowered kids says a lot, really. Stranger things have happened than a couple of gay teens finding love, even in the 80s.</p>
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Question: <p>How many chances are there of Byler being endgame in your opinion? Pls be as realistic as you can</p>
Answer: <p>90%. </p><p>Seriously. I leave some room for the Duffers to be cowards, but the pieces are all there. I could go into detail, but it&rsquo;d be nothing I haven&rsquo;t said a million times already.</p>
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Question: <p>I'm pretty glad that Will at some point kind of accepted the fact that he's gay and didn't try to form a heterosexual relationship in order to mislead everyone and himself like Mike did. I can't really tell what that shows about his personality but I admire him about it.</p>
Answer: <p>Honestly, we don&rsquo;t know that he&rsquo;s really accepted that, yet. He knows Mike is incredibly important to him, but that doesn&rsquo;t mean he knows why. It would actually make sense for Will to desperately want to <b>not </b>be gay. I think he knows that he doesn&rsquo;t like girls, though, and it probably scares the hell out of him.</p><p>This is why my wish for his story arc next season was summed up with &ldquo;Fuck you dad, I&rsquo;m gay!&rdquo; It&rsquo;s not because I think him being gay is all he is, but that him standing up to his dad and deciding he doesn&rsquo;t care about the guy&rsquo;s approval would be critical to him finally accepting who he is. Will wants his dad to love him, and he needs to realize that, sadly, Lonnie never will, but others (Mike, Joyce, Jonathan, etc) do, and they will accept him as is.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think Ted and Karen are good parents? All the parents in this show except Joyce are kinda...careless? Idk how to explain it. I get that it's the 80's but when your kid runs out the door saying "If anyone asks where I am I've left the country" you kinda need to start worrying...idk maybe I'm being extravagant</p>
Answer: <p>Eh, it was actually pretty common for there to be &ldquo;free range&rdquo; children back then, particularly in small towns where everyone knew each other. I used to leave the house at that age just saying things like &ldquo;going to the park&rdquo; or &ldquo;hanging out at so-and-so&rsquo;s house,&rdquo; and I would just be told to be back by a certain time. </p><p>I think that Ted and Karen <i>think</i> they&rsquo;re good parents. By the standards they were raised to have, they&rsquo;re doing what they need to do. Ted is going to work to provide for his kids so they don&rsquo;t go without any necessities, while also providing some luxuries. Karen tries to let them have fun while also being a loving presence. </p><p>I think Karen is aware that her parenting hasn&rsquo;t been the best, though, even though she thought she was doing everything right. Her focus has switched from her kids doing what they&rsquo;re &ldquo;supposed&rdquo; to do to doing what makes them happy. This was shown when she chose not to pick Nancy&rsquo;s lock despite having done so back in season 1. That&rsquo;s not the sort of mother she wants to be. She probably thinks her kids are hiding things from her because it wouldn&rsquo;t go with the picture-perfect home she&rsquo;s tried to build, and she&rsquo;s taken steps to just be a good mom. </p>
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Question: <p>Do you think El understands swearing? That&rsquo;ll be so funny if she picks up swears from school and starts using them in a calm situation. Imagine Hop&rsquo;s face!&#129315;</p>
Answer: <p>It probably depends on the usage. She might understand cathartic swearing, like using bad language when something happens to make you angry or when you bite your tongue. More idiomatic swearing, though, like peppering language with informal curse words, would probably confuse her. I imagine it would be like when Spock tried to use profanity in The Voyage Home (&ldquo;the are not the hell your whales&rdquo;). </p><p>She does tend to mimic others, though, so the possibilities of her picking it up, but not realizing the nuances of when or where to use it&hellip;</p><p>Yeah, I can imagine some shocked faces.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think there is a specific reason why the other boys don't acknowledge Will's homosexuality? We've seen them defending him when the bullies called him "fairy" or stuff like that but they never asked Will how he feels about this particular matter or if it's true. Do you think they knew all along? And if so, why is no one ever talking about it?</p>
Answer: <p>As someone who grew up not terribly long after they did (I&rsquo;d be a couple years young than Holly), I&rsquo;d say it&rsquo;s really just a typical reaction to homosexuality. Something like that was always seen as the sort of thing that &ldquo;happened to other people.&rdquo; As a result, even if they did think that Will really is gay, they wouldn&rsquo;t ever talk about it. Talking about it would make it real, and, to be honest, people, particularly teenage boys, were not willing to risk something like that being a part of their lives.</p><p>The irony is, of course, that this attitude only really prevailed because people didn&rsquo;t have any direct exposure to actual gay people. The truth is that something like this, which did, and still sometimes does, make people uneasy, is far less terrifying once actually encountered. People like Dustin and Lucas wouldn&rsquo;t want the rumors to be true, and it would be a matter of their own comfort, not just concern for Will. It would be an adjustment for them, but one that I think they could get through with how deep their friendship with Will is. </p><p>Mike&rsquo;s &ldquo;it&rsquo;s not my fault you don&rsquo;t like girls&rdquo; is the closest we&rsquo;ve come to one of the others acknowledging it. He&rsquo;s been bullied for it for years, so it&rsquo;d be unrealistic to think the others don&rsquo;t think it could be true, but they toss that thought to the backs of their minds. There&rsquo;s no way he could be gay because &ldquo;that sort of thing doesn&rsquo;t happen here&rdquo; or &ldquo;Will&rsquo;s just shy&rdquo; or &ldquo;Will&rsquo;s not ready yet.&rdquo; It&rsquo;s just not normal enough to be an expectation. It goes against heternormative society. </p><p>I think Steve might be the positive influence if the others have any sort of negative reaction when it&rsquo;s finally explicit that Will&rsquo;s gay. Steve&rsquo;s best friend is a lesbian, and I don&rsquo;t think he&rsquo;d be ok with anyone disparaging Will, even one of his friends. This would get the others, at least Dustin, thinking. I doubt any of Will&rsquo;s friends would be significantly bothered by it, though, after adjusting to the reality. Initial discomfort would be true to the time period, though, so we should probably get ready for it.</p>
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Question: <p>I have a theory. In the first season, in episode 7 we can see that Eleven can read the "Castle Byers" sign when she reaches Will in the upside-down, which obviously means she can read (correct me if I missed something like her hearing about it before). Logically, if she can read she's educated enough to form at least simple sentences and use her ability of speech. Therefore, my theory is that Eleven could actually speak pretty well from the start, she just wasn't used to it (because she rarely properly communicated with people at the lab)  and also didn't have a big vocabulary to use/ struggled to express herself so she preferred to remain silent and only use basic words or something more only when necessary.</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, El did know how to read, as Brenner wanted to use her partially as a spy. El&rsquo;s skills and overall development were essentially a product of what Brenner needed her to be capable of.</p><p>She would need to be able to read things and report it back to him. She would also need to have a good memory in order to retain the information, even if she didn&rsquo;t necessarily know what the information meant. This is why I believe that El, while having significant deficiencies in some areas, is actually quite intelligent in certain ways. </p><p>Her speech is very limited, yes. Conversations and social language would probably be of little value to Brenner. She just needed to be able to say back what she saw or heard. Cultural knowledge would also be of little use, which is why she knew nothing of history, civics, math, etc. The last thing Brenner would need is his perfect weapon knowing enough that would get her asking questions or becoming noncompliant. The experiment with the cat was likely part of a program by Brenner to desensitize her to killing. </p><p>I&rsquo;m quite honestly surprised she had a sense of empathy, which makes me believe that she did have some social development early on. That&rsquo;s also why I think it&rsquo;s possible that Brenner manipulated her to hurt the other kids, and that&rsquo;s what the 002 teaser is preparing us for. When she found out about that, she may have been devastated, possibly to the point that she has repressed the memory. Still, the idea of killing, at least to someone who is harmless, disgusts her somehow. Learning Ray had kids, who were in his home when the gang broke in, is why El couldn&rsquo;t go through with killing him.</p><p>I think if El was able to maintain whatever social interaction she had in the Lab, then her language skills could very well be much stronger now. She has made strides in that since leaving the Lab and interacting with other kids, as well as through Hopper&rsquo;s lessons. She&rsquo;s clearly still behind, but it shows her overall level of adaptability. &ldquo;Not stupid,&rdquo; indeed.</p>
Tags: stranger things, eleven

Post id: 657802678581248000
Date: 2021-07-26 19:58:39 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/657802678581248000
Slug: im-actually-more-curious-to-see-steve-and-maxs
Reblog key: eP1HzfpZ
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Im actually more curious to see Steve and Max's dynamic rather than Robin and Max's. Especially since she just lost her big brother (who was far from a good brother to her) and the writers have already established Steve as a "babysitter"/"big brother" role and they both actually saved each other from Billy in 2x09.</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, that could be an interesting dynamic. Max could use a positive male role model in her life after living with Billy and Neil. Steve, being a big softie at heart, would probably be quick to take on a big brother role for her, even though he&rsquo;d probably also make a show of being annoyed by it. We know that Steve, Robin, Dustin, and Max share at least one scene together. The family is growing, for sure, and I&rsquo;m there for it. </p><p>Billy was definitely not a good brother for Max, but I do wonder if we&rsquo;ll find new information that shows that he was trying, in his own warped way, to keep her safe. </p>
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Question: <p>If Byler isn't endgame, we can't even say we were queer-baited. They never-not even once-confirmed anything&#128557;&#128557;</p><p>Also, as a bisexual female, I struggled a lot with the fact that my girl crush (not anymore) wouldn't accept her sexuality and tried to hide it in every possible way, hurting me in the process. I would never, EVER wanted that for Will. If not them ending up together contributes to Will's happiness after all he's been through, I'm okay with it.</p>
Answer: <p>Actually, we could say we were queer-baited. They don&rsquo;t have to confirm anything. If they actually said something or made it explicit in-universe, but then reversed course, I&rsquo;d say it&rsquo;s flat out lying, not baiting. What they&rsquo;re doing is building things up implicitly, giving fans every reason to think it&rsquo;s going somewhere. If they do all of that, with Will clearly being jealous, and Mike constantly gravitating to him, then go nowhere with it, yes, it&rsquo;s baiting.</p><p>We&rsquo;ve had three seasons of Mike and Will&rsquo;s relationship. Yes, they could write a story where Will doesn&rsquo;t get Mike, but learns to be happy anyway. The problem is that it&rsquo;s a story that&rsquo;s been done countless times. The sad gay boy who doesn&rsquo;t get his love interest, either because said love interest is straight or just afraid of his own feelings, is very cliche in gay-interest films. I&rsquo;d be (grudgingly) ok with it if they could write it well, but it&rsquo;d be unoriginal and tired, especially if it went with Mike going back to El despite their terrible dynamic.</p>
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Question: <p>Have you seen Cameron's Closet? It's an 80s horrer movie. It's kind of odd and somewhat cheap but it gives me some massive El/Will/Lab vibes. Give it a go!</p>
Answer: <p>I have not, I&rsquo;m afraid. I&rsquo;m not really much of a horror fan. When it comes to 80s horror, I usually stick to The Lost Boys. The description of Cameron&rsquo;s Closet (also called Cameron&rsquo;s Terror, apparently) is pretty interesting, and I can see the vibes you&rsquo;re talking about. Thanks for pointing me in its direction, perhaps I&rsquo;ll check it out sometime.</p>
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Question: <p>Is there any character who is popular among the fandom that you dont vibe with?</p><p>And conversely is there any character who the fandom doesnt pay much attention to but you find more interesting?</p>
Answer: <p>I wouldn&rsquo;t say there are popular characters that I don&rsquo;t vibe with, but there are some where I just don&rsquo;t get the extent of the popularity. </p><p>Billy has a shockingly large following for someone who did terrible things. He&rsquo;s an intriguing character with a tragic story, but I don&rsquo;t get why so many fans see him as a romantic figure.</p><p>Alexei was a lot more popular than I expected. He brought some needed comic relief, and he was a human face to the Russian threat, but some fans just took off running with fanart and fanons for him. I don&rsquo;t quite understand the Murray/Alexei ship, though I do think they would have made good friends who make fun of their other friends together in Russian.</p><p>On the other side, I feel like Bob and Mr. Clarke don&rsquo;t get enough love. I know they aren&rsquo;t exactly ignored, but I feel they deserve more than they get. Bob was a pure soul surrounded by utter crap, but he never stopped being who he was. He somehow managed to grow up in Hawkins and still be the person he wanted to be: a proud nerd and overall good person. Mr. Clarke has consistently been a help to the other characters, while also serving as a dedicated, caring teacher to the Party. Does anyone know if he&rsquo;ll be returning for season 4?</p>
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Question: <p>I feel like we are gonna get the 003 in August bcs alot of the cast is suppose to finish filming that month. I think noah Millie Finn Charlie will be last to wrap up in like September so then I think we would get 004 probably by October hopefully. And then once they wrap up filming we will probably start to get poster and episode titles and stuff</p>
Answer: <p>Maybe. I mean, if there&rsquo;s really going to be 4 teasers, then I would think we should get another one soon. </p><p>I remember someone tossed around the idea that 003 would be a sort of promo video for the Byers new hometown. That would be an interesting idea, and it would fit with them looking for kids riding bikes a little while back to make it look like a nice place to live. </p><p>What I&rsquo;m wondering about, though, is whether 004 will be another teaser or a full trailer.</p>
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Question: <p>in s4, from the leaked audition tapes it appears that Billy's dad has left Max and her mom and they are struggling financially. What do you think about the theory that we will find out Billy was accepting his dad's abuse to shield Max from it?</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t really get into the audition tapes, so I didn&rsquo;t know about this idea. It just seems weird to me that they&rsquo;d leave relatively easily accessible breadcrumbs like that for fans to find.</p><p>I mean, I can believe it. Neil was a real piece of work, after all. I do wonder how it would have come about. Did Neil turn his abuse on Max, resulting in her mom finally putting her foot down? Did he just up and leave after Billy was dead, possibly somehow blaming Max for it? Was he already gone when the Byers moved away in October?</p><p>I tossed out the idea a few days ago that Billy may have taken on his dad&rsquo;s abuse as a way to protect Max. I hadn&rsquo;t thought too much about it at the time. I just thought it would make for a more complex character that would better fit with his season 3 portrayal. We got to see his human side. We had little bits of his conscience come out, along with the look into his past. We also got to see Max genuinely mourning his death. I mean, I wouldn&rsquo;t have expected Max to dance on his grave, but, after their season 2 interaction, it&rsquo;s hard to see her that broken up by it. It only really makes sense if they had a more complicated relationship than we&rsquo;ve been privy to.</p><p>I haven&rsquo;t read Runway Max, so maybe there&rsquo;s some important backstory in there. I suppose if they really wanted to build up the tragedy of Billy, they could make it a matter of him simply not knowing how to love because of his dad. Maybe he really did care about Max and her well-being, but he only knew how to show it through harsh, controlling behavior. It&rsquo;s an extremely unhealthy way to go about it, but not totally unexpected for someone raised the way he was. I already kicked around the idea that he genuinely liked Karen, but it probably had a lot to do with his yearning for maternal love. His emotions were all out of whack because he had to suppress everything but anger and dominance in order to keep Neil happy.</p><p>Billy&rsquo;s anger was mostly centered on Neil, not Max, or even Lucas. The problem was that he couldn&rsquo;t act on it. Even if he someone beat Neil and got out, there was the matter of leaving other people to be new targets of his rage. I can see Billy reluctantly choosing to keep his dad focused on him. It would also further explain his anger at Max disobeying in season 2. If he really was trying to keep her safe from Neil, then her doing something to make Neil angry would seem to Billy like she didn&rsquo;t care. When people are dealing with a shared abuser, strict obedience can become a matter of survival.</p><p>I suspect that we&rsquo;ll find out a bit more about Billy and Max&rsquo;s relationship, though I don&rsquo;t expect Billy to make a return. Maybe we&rsquo;ll see some flashbacks or something. Maybe this also drives a wedge between her and Lucas. Nobody really wants to hear that a crazy, racist guy who tried to assault you isn&rsquo;t really a bad guy. Such is the tragedy of Billy in that he&rsquo;s still a complicated figure after his death by heroic sacrifice. </p>
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Question: <p>OH! I didn&rsquo;t even think of that! His jealously making El a target! I just thought that would&rsquo;ve been because she is the only one who can stop The monster. That could be added!! You&rsquo;re so smart your theories surprise me more than the show does sometimes.</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s just a theory that I have based in part on the theories of others around here. The Upside Down and everything in it is a manifestation of Will&rsquo;s repressed feelings and trauma. It might end up being true, but it might not. She was a threat from the start when it fought back the demogorgon. It&rsquo;s possible the Mindflayer just never went after her until season 3 because it didn&rsquo;t know where she was until then, but you&rsquo;d think it&rsquo;d be able to find her easier than Will, though, given her psychic powers. </p><p>The beauty of a show like this is that not everything needs to have one explanation. I guess we&rsquo;ll just have to wait and see.</p>
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Question: <p>What do you think El&rsquo;s relationship with the Byers will be like in season four? If she&rsquo;ll be shy towards them or irritated because they moved her from her only home? Just wondering your input. I hope you having a nice day.&#10084;&#65039;</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you, I&rsquo;m having an ok day, and I hope you&rsquo;re doing well, also.</p><p>I think El&rsquo;s relationship with the Byers will be up and down. She feels comfortable with Joyce, and I think they&rsquo;ll have a good relationship. She knows Jonathan and Will less so, though, which could make for some awkward moments. I think she&rsquo;ll have an easier time than when she was with Hopper. She should have more freedom, and the Byers should have more patience and understanding than Hopper. There could be some resentment over her needing to move away from her friends, but that&rsquo;s a sentiment that would also be shared by Will and possibly Jonathan. Joyce made a very hard, heart-breaking decision when she did that. You could see how upset she was watching the kids all say goodbye to each other.</p><p>Though, we also need to keep in mind that she was already living with the Byers for three months by the time they moved away. They may have already gotten used to each other to some extent by the time we get to see the family dynamic.</p>
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Question: <p>Oh no I mean like remember when El got bitten? And she the kids were trying to pull her down away from the monster including Will. Or when when flayed Billy strangles her, or even when El tries to get the monster out of her leg. Equally those times Will looked concerned but also frightened. On wiki it says something about seeing the girl who saved his life hurt he was concerned wholly. </p>
Answer: <p>yeah, he did look worried, you&rsquo;re right. I wasn&rsquo;t trying to suggest he wasn&rsquo;t, just that there isn&rsquo;t really anything else to go on regarding their dynamic. They just never interact. I think they maybe had one moment when Will was explaining about the Mindflayer being back where she said something and he responded, but that&rsquo;s really it. I&rsquo;m hoping we get more next season.</p><p>Of course, there&rsquo;s also my theory that Will is unknowingly creating all of this madness, and his jealousy is the reason she became a target. We don&rsquo;t have to go into that here, though.</p>
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Question: <p>"Besides, he's got a family to think about. How many people his age want a guy with that many kids, anyway?"</p><p>Oh god, that sentence made me laugh out loud. I was actually <i>cackling</i>. (much to the chagrin of my roommate! &#128518;) Thank you, I needed the laugh!</p><p>I guess I should send a question. How do you think Steve's relationship with the kids will progress in s4? Do you think he'll continue his close bond with Dustin/the rest of the Scoops Troop? Any thoughts on "babysitter Steve" in general? Thank you!</p>
Answer: <p>heh, yeah, I couldn&rsquo;t help myself with that line.</p><p>Truth be told, I think Steve might find himself with fewer kids this season. The kids are getting older, and some of them may not want to be seen with a &ldquo;babysitter.&rdquo; Dustin will certainly still be coming to see him, and we know from set photos that Max does, too. I&rsquo;m wondering if Max comes to see Robin as a role model in a similar way that Dustin sees Steve. They&rsquo;re both strong-willed, counterculture girls, so it&rsquo;s possible.</p><p>I think it might bother Steve more than he thought it would if the kids don&rsquo;t come around as much. He acts like they annoy him, but I think he sort of has come to think of them as &ldquo;his children,&rdquo; as Robin would put it. </p>
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Question: <p>Do you think Will dislikes El? Do you think they will squabble at all in season four? Although the thing is El has saved his life. And we can only see Will being concerned for El when she is hurt, but if she gets killed then the world won&rsquo;t be alive? </p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t think Will knows El well enough to dislike her. We know he&rsquo;s jealous of her, but he also may think that she and Mike are still broken up. Plus, like you said, he knows that El helped save his life even though she didn&rsquo;t know him. </p><p>I wouldn&rsquo;t say we only see Will concerned for El when she&rsquo;s hurt. We don&rsquo;t really see them interact at all, so there&rsquo;s nothing to compare to. The Duffers have been very deliberate, it seems, to keep them from having any sort of relationship. I&rsquo;m hoping that is to make their relationship in season 4 more interesting. None of us have any idea of what to expect from them.</p><p>I think some squabbling is to be expected. They&rsquo;ll be sharing a house together. Will has never had a sister, and El has never had a brother. El may require a lot more attention, especially if she&rsquo;s going to school, which could take away from Will&rsquo;s free time. Of course, there&rsquo;s also the elephant in the room: Mike. There is a LOT of potential room for mutual jealousy depending on how Mike splits his attention, especially if he goes along with El thinking they&rsquo;re dating again.</p><p>However, I also think that they can find in each other the only other person who could understand what they&rsquo;ve gone through. They might warm up to each other because of that. Granted, I really like the idea of a &ldquo;wonder twin&rdquo; duo with them, but I think there&rsquo;s plenty of good potential there, too. I can see Will getting angry if El is bullied at school since he knows what it feels like. He might try to help her adjust to not only the new environment, but also getting through life without powers.</p><p>I just really hope they don&rsquo;t compete for Mike&rsquo;s attention when he comes to visit. They both deserve better than that, but it might happen just for the sake of drama and keeping the love triangle going for a while.</p>
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Question: <p>Would it be a reach if I completely wanted to agree with you on mileven's entire romantic relationship being a protection wall for Mike? I mean, on one hand, it would be really weird for the writers to reveal that all three seasons of them "loving" each other were actually just Mike trying to hide that he's gay (Eleven is the main character, would she be used by Mike too? It's kinda cruel idk) but on the other hand EVERYTHING you stated makes complete sense IM SO CONFUSEDDDD I honestly don't know what to believe anymore :( I WANT BYLER TO BE REAL</p>
Answer: <p>I think the biggest misconception, and one that leads to many others, is that El is the main character of the show. She&rsquo;s not. She&rsquo;s <b>a</b> main character. She&rsquo;s a very important character. So are Hopper, Will, Mike, Joyce, and others. The biggest issue I have with this fandom is that Stranger Things is seen by many people as The El Show. Netflix&rsquo;s marketing team hasn&rsquo;t really helped with this. She <i>is </i>a very popular character, so she gets a lot of attention, and MBB is probably the biggest breakout actor with how many roles she&rsquo;s landed since. This is an ensemble cast, though.</p><p>Secondly, Stranger Things hasn&rsquo;t spent three seasons building up Mike and El&rsquo;s relationship or showing them loving each other. They knew each other for a week in season 1, didn&rsquo;t see each other for a year, got together after reuniting, then had a horribly controlling, dishonest relationship that lasted a few months. Yes, they missed each other terribly in that year where everyone thought El was dead. They were both going through unbelievably emotional events at the time (El escaping and hiding from Brenner, Mike searching for Will and briefly thinking he was dead). Couple Mike&rsquo;s utter relief to see her alive and El having watched soap operas for a year while thinking about Mike, and it&rsquo;s easy to see why they&rsquo;d think they were in love. </p><p>Mike hasn&rsquo;t been using El, not anymore than El has been using him, anyway. They&rsquo;re basically each other&rsquo;s security blankets. They make each other feel like they&rsquo;re normal and have control over their lives. Notice how El apparently didn&rsquo;t try to reestablish her relationship with Mike until she was about to leave. She lost her first real parent figure and her powers, and now she was leaving all her friends. Her life was falling apart, but Mike makes her feel safe. But anyone who watches that scene and thinks that Mike feels the same is only kidding themselves. </p><p>We also need to keep in mind that El&rsquo;s concepts of relationships are still pretty limited. She learned about romance largely from soap operas. I think if she has an opportunity to grow away from Mike, that she&rsquo;ll see she didn&rsquo;t love him romantically. They care about each other, and nothing about this needs to be cruel for El. She might get hurt, yeah, but no more than any teenager gets hurt from exploring the world of romance. She <i><b>needs </b></i>to learn what makes a good relationship and how to tell the difference between romantic and platonic love. She has to learn the difference between <b>needing someone because you love them</b> and <b>loving someone because you need them. </b></p><p>I&rsquo;ll also counter by pointing out that the Duffers have spent three seasons showing Mike and Will loving each other, but in more heartfelt, genuine ways. Mike spent season 1 doing whatever it took to find Will and was devastated when he thought Will was dead. Will could break at least partially free from the Upside Down/Mindflayer several times because of Mike. Will wanted to be with Mike at the Snowball, then Mike was upset after Will left to dance. Their fight was done for drama rather than laughs. The scenes where they expressed how they felt (&ldquo;..best thing I&rsquo;ve ever done&rdquo; and &ldquo;I guess I did. I really did.&rdquo;) were quiet and dark so that there were no distractions for the audience. They were both happy and reassured after their goodbye scene. </p><p>We have two boys here who have cared about each other so much for so longer that they may not even realize what those feelings mean. Mike may have had an epiphany after the Byers left with how shocked and upset he seemed. Will possibly has a hunch, but is afraid for his dad and bullies to be right. El deserves to figure out who she is, like Max suggested, than to feel tied to Mike. I hope all three of them can end up happy.</p>
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Question: <p>(followup) I also agree on the whole single steve thing as well! honestly i dont really like any of the romance in this show so far all of it has felt a bit forced </p>
Answer: <p>Agreed! We can forgive the kids for doing what kids do when they rush into shallow relationships. Their relationships are based on crushes. They create idealized versions of their crush that they fall for because they don&rsquo;t know them well enough yet. These relationships fail when the real person fails to match up to the idealized version.</p><p>With the older characters, we like to see more deliberate romance that shows they&rsquo;ve danced this dance before. Joyce and Hopper not getting together in season 3 was great because neither of them were ready for it, yet. They do know each other, as well as themselves, and Joyce, at least, seems to know it wouldn&rsquo;t work, at least at that time. I do think Hopper truly likes her, but he&rsquo;s not in a good place, either. They end up treating each other poorly because of this, mostly on Hoppers part, though Joyce did mess up by standing him up on their &ldquo;totally not a date&rdquo; date. I do hope they can both work past their respective issues because I do think they both really like each other.</p><p>Steve was in a sort of in-between area at the start of season 3, but he seemed to be progressing past it by the time it was over. Dustin&rsquo;s advice of getting over &ldquo;primitive social constructs like popularity&rdquo; seemed to be a hint as to his overall character arc. He won&rsquo;t be dating based on appearance or status anymore. He ended up liking Robin even though she was not popular or like most girls. He liked Robin for who she was, not how other people saw her. </p><p>If Steve finds someone he really clicks with, as he felt he did with Robin, then I hope he can make it work. I want to think he&rsquo;s matured past just trying to date any pretty face that walks into the ice cream shop or video store. The basis for all good relationship should be indistinguishable from a good friendship. The elements are essentially the same (commitment, trust, closeness, openness), but with an added layer of physical intimacy and passion. This is why Steve and Robin could get past her having to reject him. They already had that friendship built, or, at least, in progress.</p><p>Still, I don&rsquo;t think there&rsquo;d be anything wrong with him remaining single. Besides, he&rsquo;s got a family to think about. How many people his age want a guy with that many kids, anyway?</p>
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Question: <p>hey, i'm the gay eddie anon from a few days ago. I'm also a gay guy, so i promise i wasn't asking that in a weird fetishazation attempt. </p><p>I really like eddie already, because I relate to what we've seen abt him so far, and I guess thats why I want him to be gay. (though i will admit that it's still very early.) I didn't even really consider him in a relationship, I was only thinking about that &amp; Will. Because he doesn't have a character that he can talk to about being gay yet, I figured one of the new ones would do it, or maybe robin. (idk if i explained myself well here, sorry) (also im not the guy who asked for your sexuality i havent even sent an ask since that one)</p>
Answer: <p>I should apologize. I didn&rsquo;t mean to come across as hostile in any way. I should be able to disagree with people without coming across like that. Perhaps I&rsquo;m a bit too defensive because of all of the Harringrove shipping that went around after season 2. That whole thing left a bad taste in my mouth, and it led to me believe that some fans have a horrible idea of what gay relationships, or relationships in general, look like.</p><p>I&rsquo;ll admit I don&rsquo;t see the fascination with Eddie. We just don&rsquo;t know all that much about him yet other than he likes D&amp;D and heavy metal. I suppose the aesthetic is appealing to people? He&rsquo;s a potentially intriguing character, but we have no idea what sort of person he is. That means he, like any new characters, runs the risk of being who we want him to be until we see who he really is. I&rsquo;m guilty of that, as well, as I already want Vicki to be a love interest for Robin. Like with Eddie, we have no idea how she fits in, or if she&rsquo;d even be good for Robin.</p><p>We run the risk of projection our own desires onto characters when we don&rsquo;t know much about them. It&rsquo;s similar to having a crush on someone in a way since it&rsquo;s not about them, but rather this idealized version of them we&rsquo;ve created. It&rsquo;s also probably a bit like &ldquo;never meet your heroes,&rdquo; too, since they could never live up to the version we&rsquo;ve created in our minds. For all we know, Eddie could end up being a total asshole.</p><p>I have no objection to Eddie possibly being gay, but I&rsquo;d caution against headcanoning something like that. It would seem to just be asking to be disappointed. It&rsquo;s certainly not impossible, but people may be getting ahead of themselves here. Still, we all do it, and I should use restraint when criticizing others for something I also sometimes do.</p>
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Question: <p>so you made a post abt the reality of will and mike, and basically how it&rsquo;s very unlikely for them to be together and i agree as much i would love for it to happen it&rsquo;s not going to most likely, i just realized that u started to post byler theory&rsquo;s, so i wanted to know what changed your opinion abt the whole thing.</p>
Answer: <p>That was one of my earliest posts, and I wrote it shortly after season 3 was released. There wasn&rsquo;t yet time for myself or the fan community to really look deeper at what we had seen at that point. I can be a fairly cynical person, and that colored my initial reaction. I saw Mike ignoring Will in favor of El, and took it on its face that this is where the show was going.</p><p>After having time to look closer at the season and the show as a whole, as well as take in the thoughts of others, I&rsquo;m much more confident it in happening. Mike&rsquo;s relationship with El was terrible, and he didn&rsquo;t look happy or hopeful when she kissed him at the end. His relationship with Will struggled, but Mike was more broken up by their problems than those he had with El. They also could have put an end to the whole thing by acting like Mike and Will didn&rsquo;t have any potential romantic undertones, but they instead made it a recurring element of the season with Will&rsquo;s jealousy and Mike&rsquo;s paralleled breakups with both of them. </p><p>I think I, like many fans, was just hoping for something more definitive and/or happy in regards to their relationship. Instead, we got some drama to show just how important they are to each other, with more hints that it means more than friendship. There&rsquo;s still that nagging doubt in the back of my mind, but that voice is always there due to my cynicism. I&rsquo;ve simply been conditioned to expect gaybaiting and heteronormativity in popular TV. </p><p>I leave that post up as a reminder that opinions can (and should) change as new evidence or perspectives arise. At this point, the only reasons for Mike and Will to not be in love would be 1) it was a huge, elaborate accident or 2) the Duffers just don&rsquo;t follow through. The pieces are all there, and I struggle to put them together in any other way than romantic. It would simply be baiting to not pull the trigger on it.</p>
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Question: <p>Since there are hints of Mike associating his crush on Will as &lsquo;childishness&rsquo;, does that mean it&rsquo;s a parallel to how Bob says to Joyce, &ldquo;being with you makes me feel like a teenager again&rdquo; (or something along those lines, sorry, I haven&rsquo;t seen the second season in a while lol) </p>
Answer: <p>I mean, along with them both being amazing nerds who lead an AV Club, Mike and Bob were also cinematically paralleled in season 2.</p><p>In both of the following photos, Will or Joyce is behind the other, the same with Bob and Mike. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="419" data-orig-width="401"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b651893f6a23b960d3b76bb7a33bb98a/563e7ae021818a1d-bf/s640x960/e4675a647cb7e2e172a3cedb9cd911c46804f466.png" data-orig-height="419" data-orig-width="401"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="275" data-orig-width="533"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e40d0968802a8a4a7941bf276e9de3d6/563e7ae021818a1d-22/s640x960/df06a0e49a1fa890b1af31e13610f182ee8f7eff.png" data-orig-height="275" data-orig-width="533"/></figure></div><p>Even when it&rsquo;s just the two of them, they&rsquo;re still framed in a similar fashion.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="240" data-orig-width="480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e5f60e58509bd2e1716c719c6ea91a0a/563e7ae021818a1d-c2/s640x960/01781ad5b6969b8419a2fff5ba59f49dbd0c486e.jpg" data-orig-height="240" data-orig-width="480"/></figure></div><p>There might be more, but these were the ones I found on one of <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a>&rsquo;s posts. </p><p>It might be a reach, sure, but the Duffers love them some parallels. Mike spent plenty of time in season 3 doing what he thought he was supposed to do. To drive the message home, he dressed like his parents, possibly showing he was trying to do what he was &ldquo;supposed to do&rdquo; instead of what he wanted.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="593" data-orig-width="1200"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/afd0076e8cc6a64cae888fa71e09f19d/563e7ae021818a1d-de/s640x960/21cdd5c3b20c54abae92c9d254b5a12de840a4c0.jpg" data-orig-height="593" data-orig-width="1200"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="619" data-orig-width="640"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3c1e75d4e51ea52c4f87eb2968a96c31/563e7ae021818a1d-d4/s640x960/53323f264eca9c6a0976bee18f13a23cdf5239d7.jpg" data-orig-height="619" data-orig-width="640"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="639" data-orig-width="640"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/33b9fb871c1a51d35306e5f45f2c8d32/563e7ae021818a1d-e3/s640x960/52667270c0913de9e64fedf916909fd10b5529cc.jpg" data-orig-height="639" data-orig-width="640"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="671" data-orig-width="570"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9a729371573bfcb458e5fb110414c056/563e7ae021818a1d-09/s640x960/e7cd27afbad369a1d65617a896b39f8b9fc11ae3.png" data-orig-height="671" data-orig-width="570"/></figure></div><p>Being with Will makes Mike feel happy. Being with El makes Mike feel normal. We don&rsquo;t really know how Joyce and Lonnie got together (though we might find out), but we know from Nancy that Karen married Ted because it was what was expected of her. We&rsquo;re able to see that Karen isn&rsquo;t happy in her marriage, though. Perhaps Joyce made a similar decision, coupled with her not knowing Bob was into her at the time. </p><p>Seeing how unbelievably happy Joyce was with Bob could be foreshadowing of how happy Mike and Will could be if they let themselves have it. When Mike went to say goodbye to El, he was fresh off his brief, but meaningful, conversation with Will. He was feeling really happy, which we&rsquo;re meant to think is due to him talking to El. Yet, when she says she loves him and kisses him, he doesn&rsquo;t react. If he was that happy with her, if they had gotten back together, or if he wanted to be with her again and she gave him this opening, you&rsquo;d think he&rsquo;d be over the moon. Yet, he just looks baffled and speechless. There&rsquo;s not even a hint of a smile. I think it could be that his happiness was a result of Will promising to not replace him, which is also why he made sure to mention Will when talking to El about them visiting.</p><p>Of course, it could also all be nothing. That&rsquo;s the thing about trying to piece things together like this before a show is over. We&rsquo;re basically trying to put a puzzle together with the pieces upside down. Sometimes they may seem to fit, but then you find out it was only coincidence.</p>
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Question: <p>Hiiii, I thought I&rsquo;d ask you this since I&rsquo;m super confused and you usually clear things up really clearly! Do you know what Post+ or whatever it&rsquo;s called and if you do could you possibly explain it to me? I&rsquo;m only getting snippets of info about it and I just don&rsquo;t really understand. </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m probably not the one to ask about this. As far as I can tell, it&rsquo;s a sort of paywall people can utilize to create a sort of &ldquo;premium&rdquo; content. You could essentially designate certain posts as being for subscribers only. I haven&rsquo;t really looked much into it considering I&rsquo;m not here to make money, nor do I think anyone would pay to read my posts, anyway.</p>
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Question: <p>Y&rsquo;all shouldn&rsquo;t worry, that twitter account that is apparently spilling abunch of info about season 4 is most likely(and I mean 99.99999999999% likely) fake. Everything they&rsquo;re saying is a combination of season 4 auditions posted on YouTube, that one leaked script(which is possibly fake as well), bts photos, and popular theories. </p><p>Either season 4 is just that predictable, or they&rsquo;re just lying to stir up some chaos and gain attention. </p>
Answer: <p>I agree. I suppose some people just find &ldquo;leaks&rdquo; fun, whether they&rsquo;re true or not. I still find it a bad idea to give attention to behavior like that, though.</p><p>I&rsquo;m sure fans are guessing some things right, at least broadly, but, yeah, it would be horribly predictable if these &ldquo;leaks&rdquo; turned out to be true. I want to think the Duffers are better writers than that.</p>
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Question: <p>There&rsquo;s a Twitter account that believes everything that is sent to them anonymously and is just spreading ST season 4 info that could whether or not be true ... I wish people would just stop everything they read. </p>
Answer: <p>Is this the same thing that people were talking about a few days ago? I suggest we all just not pay attention to it. Even if it was somehow true, why would anyone want major spoilers? I just want tidbits here and there like set photos.</p>
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Question: <p>youtu(.)be/YqIcy5d72WA?t=59</p>
Answer: <p>I hadn&rsquo;t seen that (I only follow the official ST accounts), and it&rsquo;s not particularly compelling as evidence of, well, anything. Netflix is gonna do what it needs to do in order to hype up the fans. That&rsquo;s all it really is, and it largely echoed what social media made big deals of after season 1. The video literally invoked the #justiceforbarb tag. It&rsquo;s less &ldquo;Five years of&hellip;&rdquo; and more &ldquo;Five years since&hellip;&rdquo; Let&rsquo;s be honest, many fans, particularly on social media, are all about Mike and El, so it makes sense for them to put it in that hype video.</p><p>The official Stranger Things Twitter and Instagram accounts didn&rsquo;t even post or link to this video. It&rsquo;s not a product of the actual production team. It&rsquo;s just Netflix doing what Netflix does. </p>
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Question: <p>The five years anniversary video said five years of mileven. Don't you find this troubling at all? I was so prepared for byler but now I'm back to STATUS: ANGST. I need some positivity. Please.</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m not sure what you&rsquo;re referring to. The only &ldquo;official&rdquo; 5 year anniversary video I saw was the one put out by Netflix. That video really just showed the beginning of season 1 episode 1. Are you sure you didn&rsquo;t just watch a fan video?</p>
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Question: <p>I had read a really good fanfic on Karen finding El in the basement and Mike tells her about the lab and that she isn&rsquo;t even Russian. And she takes her in and lies to Ted and all. It&rsquo;s really heart warming. </p><p><br></p><p>Do you like fanfics? Do you want me to show u the link?</p>
Answer: <p>I read fanfics here and there, but I prefer canon. They can be fun, but there&rsquo;s a tendency towards out-of-character behavior. I&rsquo;m not opposed to reading it, though.</p><p>It&rsquo;s hard to believe that Karen would buy her 12 year old son&rsquo;s story so easily. I&rsquo;d hope there&rsquo;s more to it than that.</p>
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Question: <p>I think Mike's jealousy over Max was more of a season two thing. He knows Will isn't into her now. His anger was always mostly about what she represented to him anyway - his inability to like girls in s2, and his struggles to understand and do what's best for El in s3. Mike knew he wasn't being fair to El and Max called him out on it, which caused a lot of their tension. The issue could be ongoing in s4, but it feels mostly resolved. If Mike is jealous it will be of new people in Will's life.</p>
Answer: <p>I honestly don&rsquo;t know that I think he was ever angry because he thought Will was into her. It&rsquo;s possible, but Will&rsquo;s response to her always paled in comparison to Lucas or Dustin&rsquo;s. He was curious, but not really interested.</p><p>I do think it had more to do with what she represented to Mike. I talked about it in my <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/625900653239255040/why-do-you-lie-a-look-at-a-gay-mike-wheeler">“Why do you lie?”: A look at a gay Mike Wheeler</a> post. He&rsquo;s angry that his friends like her, but he doesn&rsquo;t. There was probably also a lot of guilt going on, as he felt responsible for El&rsquo;s &ldquo;death,&rdquo; and he may have felt his friends were forgetting El by accepting Max. </p><p>Of course, if we flash forward to season 3, Mike&rsquo;s issues with Max stem from her interference in his relationship with El. She&rsquo;s a convenient target for him to shift his anger to instead of himself. Those defense mechanisms can be rough. He doesn&rsquo;t hate Max for ruining his relationship. He&rsquo;s mad that she took away his claim to being &ldquo;normal.&rdquo;</p>
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Question: <p>I would love a friendship between Max and Will, but I don't think it will happen for a while. The story isn't ready for Max to notice the truth yet, or for her to build up Will's confidence the way she did El's. Max is a more wordly character who probably has a positive view of gay people and would be a good influence on Will. But it's too soon for Will to receive that, when he hasn't processed it himself or confronted his demons. So I imagine the show put any closer friendship on hold for now</p>
Answer: <p>It could be a great friendship. They have some shared experiences, like broken families and abusive relatives. They would understand each other in a way their other friends can&rsquo;t. She could potentially also have a more positive view of gay people, like you said, since she comes from California. It was still the 80s, though, so it&rsquo;s hard to say. </p><p>I&rsquo;d say the biggest obstacle to their individual friendship would be the separation. It&rsquo;s unlikely there&rsquo;s any room in the timeline for them to interact in person.</p>
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Question: <p>How do you feel about a Mike/Max friendship??</p><p>Personally, I'm hoping that Mike apologizes to Max for being an asshole (because he was). However, after that, I think there's potential for a really great, mutually beneficial friendship. (Maybe Max could be the person he has a heart-to-heart with? She wouldn't hesitate to be honest with him.)</p>
Answer: <p>Whew, trying to get through my backlog of Asks. Something tells me that many more will come in before I can, though.</p><p>Mike and Max being friends would be a pretty unique dynamic. I mean, they&rsquo;re technically friends already, but you can tell there&rsquo;s mutual mistrust between them. Max has trust issues to begin with thanks to her familial relationships, and Mike is just a mess of emotions and a bit antagonistic as it is. The potential plus side to this is that they&rsquo;d probably be able to count on each other to be brutally honest, as you&rsquo;ve said. They also may fear each other&rsquo;s rejection the least, making it feel safer to open up emotionally.</p><p>I love the potential for them being buds. It&rsquo;d be a wonderfully vitriolic relationship, but one characterized by a newfound appreciation for each other. Max would come to see that Mike really is a good guy when his emotions aren&rsquo;t going crazy, and Mike would see that he was never fair to Max from the start. It&rsquo;s not so much that either would change, but there&rsquo;d be a change of perspective that would smooth out the harsh feelings.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think Will will be left out in S4 just like the last season? </p>
Answer: <p>No, I don&rsquo;t think so. There may be some similar themes in his story arc, as he&rsquo;s probably just as unpopular at his new home as he was in Hawkins. There&rsquo;s only so much that phone/Cerebro calls can do to stave off loneliness when you live away from your only friends.</p><p>I think it will depend a lot on how they develop his relationship with El. They may end up being all each other have there, but we just have nothing to go on regarding how they&rsquo;d get along. The Duffers have managed to keep them from pretty much any significant interaction over the course of three seasons, so I think they must have something in store for us.</p><p>Then there&rsquo;s the matter of what happens when Mike comes to visit. I&rsquo;d be disappointed if they rehashed the season 3 story arc where he spends all his time with El. They seemed to have moved on from that by the time the season ended. The big question is what the dynamic is if El really does still think they&rsquo;re dating. It would be disappointed to see her try to hog Mike&rsquo;s time and attention, but it wouldn&rsquo;t be unrealistic after everything she&rsquo;s been through. I could potentially see Will feeling left out again if that happens. I&rsquo;d personally rather see the three of them all spend time together, though.</p>
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Question: <p>How would Karen react if she found El in the basement?</p>
Answer: <p>Good question. I suppose that&rsquo;s something we&rsquo;ll never really know the answer to.</p><p>I imagine she would have called Child Protective Services, though. It could have potentially thrown a wrench into the entire plan to find Will. Either El would have needed to run off, or she would have been taken into custody, potentially back into Brenner&rsquo;s hands.</p><p>We can&rsquo;t get mad at Karen for something like that, though. Calling CPS when you have a runaway, abused child in your basement is really the right move.</p>
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Question: <p>I love you and your work very much.&#10084;&#65039; Thank you&#65532;&#65532; for sharing your creativity and intelligence here. It&rsquo;s really fun reading and discussing theories ect!&#128512;</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you!</p><p>I agree that it can be very fun to read and discuss theories. I know opinions can vary and tempers can flare, but I think that, if we remember to respect each other as human beings, we can all have fun here together.</p>
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Question: <p>What would you say is the most embarrassing theory you thought of or believed in for ST that was proven to be false? </p>
Answer: <p>I can&rsquo;t really say I&rsquo;ve gone so all-in on any theories that I would be embarrassed by them after the fact. I also try not to get too specific with the theories I either come up with or support. That keeps me from being embarrassed if something I thought might happen doesn&rsquo;t end up happening.</p><p>This doesn&rsquo;t mean I haven&rsquo;t been wrong before. My earliest theory, from before I even had this blog, was that the Upside Down represented being stuck in the closet. The demogorgon represented an oppressive homophobic society that people had to hide from. I figured Barb died in the closet because she felt alone after Nancy left her by herself to sleep with Steve. Meanwhile, Will got out safely because of the love of his friends and family. It was a very rough theory, based purely on season 1, and I&rsquo;ve since considered it to be wrong. Fan theories just have to adapt as new material comes out. Rebel Robin: Surviving Hawkins briefly teased that Barb may have been gay, but it followed up by seemingly slamming the door shut. </p><p>I&rsquo;d say if anyone is embarrassed by their fan theories, then it means they went too hard and were too detailed, or they were just flat out too off base. Even then, if it made sense at the time, is there really anything to be embarrassed about? Being wrong is a fact of life, and it&rsquo;s how we learn.</p>
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Question: <p>If you had to make a short wishlist for what you're hoping to see from each character's arc in S4, what would it be?</p><p>There are 13 characters in the main cast atm, 14 if you include Murray</p>
Answer: <p>Well, this is no small request. You&rsquo;re really doing this to me? Who counts as a main character, anyway? I guess if they are in the opening credits. I&rsquo;ll keep this short, maybe one sentence per character, going roughly from oldest to youngest.</p><p><b>Hopper: </b>I want to see him reconcile with the past he&rsquo;s been hiding from.</p><p><b>Murray:</b> He&rsquo;s feeling a lot of guilt over Alexei&rsquo;s death, so him helping Joyce find Hopper and thwarting the Russians may help him cope.</p><p><b>Joyce</b>: I want to see more badass Detective Byers from Joyce, leading up to a successful rescue of Hopper.</p><p><b>Karen:</b> Karen needs to realize that, while it may be too late for her, she can help ensure her kids chase their dreams, regardless of what society says they&rsquo;re supposed to do.</p><p><b>Steve:</b> I&rsquo;d like to see Steve come to realize that he&rsquo;s the happiest he&rsquo;s ever been even though he&rsquo;s single because he&rsquo;s found people who like him for him.</p><p><b>Robin:</b> I&rsquo;d love to see Robin feel free to be herself, come to appreciate Nancy, and accept that she also now has several children.</p><p><b>Nancy: </b>I think we all know that Nancy is going to be a badass again, and possibly make her first new friend (Robin) since Barb died, especially now that we know Robin used to be friends with Barb, too.</p><p><b>Jonathan:</b> The guy finally has a BFF, and I&rsquo;m totally down for that, </p><p><b>Will:</b> &ldquo;Fuck you, dad, I&rsquo;m gay!&rdquo; </p><p><b>Mike:</b> I imagine he&rsquo;ll be very confused about his feelings, so he&rsquo;ll either very soft (with Will and El) or very belligerent (with everyone else) because of it. I think he needs a heart-to-heart with someone to tell him his feelings are ok.</p><p><b>El: </b>I hope she&rsquo;s able to continue her discovery of who she is without being controlled, and I think we may get some insight into buried trauma from her time at the Lab.</p><p><b>Max:</b> She seems to have some issues stemming from Billy’s death, so I think that will be a huge part of her season arc. She may now be dealing with Neil’s abuse now that Billy is gone, and we might find out that he willingly accepted it to keep her safe from his dad.</p><p><b>Dustin:</b> He needs to learn that sometimes curiosity doors need to stay closed. I think his need to &ldquo;For Science!&rdquo; things may get the Party in trouble again.</p><p><b>Lucas:</b> Given that Lucas seems absent in the photos of the Party that we do have, it seems like he may be off doing his own thing. Maybe he feels the need to be cool or normal, so he splits off from them, but I imagine he figures out who his real friends are before it&rsquo;s over.</p><p><b>Erica: </b>I think she embraces her inner nerd, but shows that it doesn&rsquo;t mean you can&rsquo;t also be cool, showing her brother that he&rsquo;s an idiot for leaving his friends.</p><p>Edit: Added Max because I’m an idiot and forget her. There’s just so many characters!</p>
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Question: <p>You&rsquo;re right, i think El&rsquo;s speech wasn&rsquo;t utterly unrealistic. (I was trying so hard not to sound rude, I was contemplating asking and rewriting the sentence.) </p><p>I feel Hop not being with her anymore (for the time being.) she may regress. </p><p>She tends to Echo others. She does seem to have a personality but not like the rest really. She has some interests she seems to be interested in comics and the books Hopper read&rsquo;s to her. Along with TV. She adores her friends. She seems to like doodling (as seen in her room.) and Eggos. She has a huge heart and like you talked about: Natural morality. </p><p>She just seemed to copy Max. Or Mike. Repeating, mimicking, clinging ect. Also like you mentioned in a question her mental age. She needs support more than friends.</p><p><br></p><p>I mean this in the nicest way possible that perhaps if it were not fantasy El needs parents to teach her. So she can fill in her missing childhood really. Mike had kind of stunned her mental growth only hanging out with him. Yet making it grow at the same time. Idk. Sorry if it came across rude at all.</p>
Answer: <p>No worries, I didn&rsquo;t take any of the original Ask as rude. It&rsquo;s not an easy topic to talk about, but there&rsquo;s nothing wrong with an honest look at El&rsquo;s language and social skills. </p><p>El&rsquo;s mental growth was stunted long before she met Mike, unfortunately. Being essentially institutionalized and under strict control by Brenner, El missed out on a lot of critical social interaction and natural intellectual growth. This has resulted in her really needing to try and catch up. Unfortunately, in a real world setting, someone like El would probably never fully catch up. This doesn&rsquo;t mean there isn&rsquo;t possibility for growth, though. Hopper did help her during her year in the cabin, but, let&rsquo;s be honest, he isn&rsquo;t the best or most patient teacher. Still, he tried, and that&rsquo;s more than she probably ever got before. I just wish he didn&rsquo;t leave her to watch soap operas all day. I think that had a negative impact on her social growth.</p><p>El is still in a stage where she imitates others in a more direct manner. We all do it, as it&rsquo;s our way of experimenting with identities, but children do it more directly, without nuance or attempts to assimilate it into their own personalities. She&rsquo;s done it with pretty much everyone she&rsquo;s been close to, and she also likely picked things up from watching TV. Max did see that El needed to figure out who she was, but she wasn&rsquo;t really equipped to be the teacher El needed for that. She seemed oblivious to the fact that El started to imitate her. Kudos to her for encouraging El, though, without intending to control her.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not sure what the school system will be like where the Byers are living, but El would likely be enrolled in school for the first time in her life. I can&rsquo;t really see her fitting into a regular education curriculum, but I&rsquo;m not sure they&rsquo;re going to go the route of having her in special ed. To be honest, I&rsquo;m not even really sure what the state of special ed was in the mid 80s. Depending on the area, a school may not even be very equipped for someone with El&rsquo;s particular needs. Her primary issue will be that she&rsquo;s amazingly behind on foundational skills. Brenner only would have developed skills that benefited what he needed her for. </p><p>I foresee that, if they don&rsquo;t have her in special education, that she will require a lot of extra tutoring. They probably do still want her to fly under the radar, so giving her the appearance of a regular, if struggling, student might be how the go about it. I imagine Will would be the one to handle a lot of that, as Joyce and Jonathan will have to work. This doesn&rsquo;t change the fact that her social skills will probably cause her to stand out, and not in a good way. It probably won&rsquo;t take long before she absolutely hates being taken away from her friends. Will isn&rsquo;t the most socially adept, either, so that&rsquo;s not much help. They may end up relying on each other.</p><p>El&rsquo;s morality is something of a curiosity to me. I&rsquo;ve discussed it before with my <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/650741889364115456/el-and-morality">El and Morality</a> post. It&rsquo;s odd that she has this sense of right and wrong when she was likely brought up to obey Brenner and, by association, his underlings. It has to come from somewhere, though.</p><p>El continuing on with her quest for personal exploration and discovery is probably my biggest wish for her. I hope she gets a chance to do some of it before everything goes to hell again. It was disheartening to see her regress back to clinging to Mike, but it was understandable since she was feeling like she was losing everything (her powers, Hopper, and her friends since they were moving). I think that regression is ultimately harmful to her development, but we&rsquo;ll see where they go with it. </p>
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Question: <p>Honestly I don&rsquo;t really see the point of shipping Steve with anyone really. I think it would be perfect for his character to be single throughout the entire show.</p><p>But who knows, I might end up shipping steddie when the 4th season comes out. It depends. </p>
Answer: <p>Steve being single may be the best thing for his character. This doesn&rsquo;t mean he has to stay that way, though. I think it&rsquo;s just important that he learn to find contentment in himself and platonic relationships first. He now has a BFF and a gaggle of unofficial children, so he&rsquo;s on his way. </p><p>Let&rsquo;s hope he survives season 4 before we start shipping him with anyone else.</p>
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Question: <p>The conversation in Mr. Hauser's car definitely blips my gay-coming-out-story radar, so much it's hard to imagine anyone not guessing they're both gay even if they were listening to it cold. A certain vibe of people.. thinking loudly together, if that makes sense? Like with Karen's speech to Mike in s1, it feels like it knows what it's reminding you of? But I do know ST and am raaather queer so I can't say, haha. Sorry this isn't really a question, just a thought in response to yours ^_^ Thanks!</p>
Answer: <p>Don&rsquo;t be sorry. I did want to know how other people were taking in that scene.</p><p>Coded conversations have been used in Stranger Things before, so it&rsquo;s not odd to see one in the podcast. I&rsquo;m mostly curious at how different it can be on the &ldquo;other side&rdquo; of the equation since we already know what this conversation is getting at. At least, those of us who read the book and saw season 3 know. </p><p>In other coded conversations, you&rsquo;re just as likely to get a &ldquo;you&rsquo;re just reading into things&rdquo; or &ldquo;that&rsquo;s not what it meant&rdquo; from someone else if you try to interpret it in one way or another. Here, we already know that we&rsquo;re looking at two gay characters, one of whom doesn&rsquo;t even realize she&rsquo;s gay yet. In the case of Mike or Will, nothing has been explicitly stated yet, so it&rsquo;s different. It&rsquo;s still our own interpretation, which is, in part, influenced by our own experiences. </p><p>I do think this conversation would have resonated with LGBT fans even if neither character was yet to be revealed to be gay. It&rsquo;s just an experience that so many of us have gone through in our lives. Many of us may have had very similar conversations with someone who was looking out for us. The season 1 conversation with Mike and his mom is similar. A parent telling their child they shouldn&rsquo;t feel they have to hide anything from them is very gay-coded, at least to LGBT people. I feel it&rsquo;s lost on straight individuals simply because it&rsquo;s not an experience they went through. Many of us did have to hide a key part of our identity from parents. Hell, many of us hid it from ourselves out of shame.</p><p>I just wonder about fans who aren&rsquo;t LGBT, don&rsquo;t have LGBT friends or family, or who haven&rsquo;t had a lot of exposure to LGBT-friendly media. How would they take the conversation? Would they be calling fans crazy? Would they be accusing the Duffers at shoehorning in gay characters for brownie points?</p>
Tags: rebel robin, robin buckley, mr hauser

Post id: 657325956668751872
Date: 2021-07-21 13:41:22 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/657325956668751872
Slug: i-think-the-anon-asking-abt-your-sexuality-should
Reblog key: u1YvVSs8
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>i think the anon asking abt your sexuality should go fuck themselves</p>
Answer: <p>I debated answering it, but, in the end, it&rsquo;s not something I&rsquo;ve kept secret to begin with. It really shouldn&rsquo;t matter, anyway.</p><p>I was a bit put off by the possible gatekeeping that the anon was engaging in there, as if I had to be LGBT to be bothered by people fetishizing gay relationships. Hopefully, I&rsquo;m just reading too much into the Ask.</p>
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Question: <p>Honestly I don&rsquo;t really see the point of shipping Steve with anyone really. I think it would be perfect for his character to be single throughout the entire show.</p><p>But who knows, I might end up shipping steddie when the 4th season comes out. It depends. </p>
Answer: <p>Steve being single may be the best thing for his character. This doesn&rsquo;t mean he has to stay that way, though. I think it&rsquo;s just important that he learn to find contentment in himself and platonic relationships first. He now has a BFF and a gaggle of unofficial children, so he&rsquo;s on his way. </p><p>Let&rsquo;s hope he survives season 4 before we start shipping him with anyone else.</p>
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Question: <p>What do you think of byclair? Tbh it&rsquo;s my favorite ship after Byler. But I doubt it ever happening within the show. </p>
Answer: <p>We&rsquo;ve gotten snippets of their friendship here and there, and it&rsquo;s clear they care about each other. I don&rsquo;t see any reason to see it as romantic, but it&rsquo;s yet more proof of how close the Party is. </p>
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Question: <p>I literally saw someone say they shipped mike and Eddie and I&rsquo;m just &#128128;&#128128;&#128128;</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think El will meet Peter Ballard? What do you think their connection will be?</p>
Answer: <p>It depends on whether El goes to the mental hospital Peter works at. I&rsquo;m personally banking on him being part of the Nancy/Robin storyline.</p><p>We don&rsquo;t really know enough about Peter to know how he and El would interact. If his character bio is accurate, though, then he wouldn&rsquo;t be ok with how she was treated by Brenner. It&rsquo;s not impossible to think that, if she does end up in a hospital Brenner runs, that Peter might help break her out.</p>
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Question: <p>are you a gay/bi/pan man or just getting offended on behalf of gay men this is a genuine question?</p>
Answer: <p>I am a bisexual man. </p>
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Question: <p>sorry if you've already been asked this, but what do you think about Eddie being gay? </p>
Answer: <blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>***what do you think about the Theory that eddie is gay, sorry</p></blockquote><p>To be honest, I hate it. It&rsquo;s not because I&rsquo;m against Eddie being gay. I&rsquo;m fine with that if that&rsquo;s where they plan to go with his charatcter. My problem is how people are headcanoning this despite us actually knowing very little about the character.</p><p>We already have people shipping him with Steve. There&rsquo;s no reason to think that he and Steve would be close, let alone date. As far as I can tell, this is largely due to the set photo where Steve appears to be wearing Eddie&rsquo;s denim vest. Forget that there are other possible reasons that he may be wearing it (maybe his clothes were ruined, and a vest is better than nothing), it is ridiculous to jump to the conclusion that it means Steve and Eddie are a thing.</p><p>This isn&rsquo;t some harmless ship. This is what fetishization of gay relationships looks like. People are taking two attractive males and shipping them together regardless of actual character dynamic. It was bad enough people shipped Steve with Billy, despite the fact that Billy basically bullied Steve. Their relationship wasn&rsquo;t one of repressed attraction. Billy was going out of his way to make Steve uncomfortable in a play for the top alpha position in Hawkins High.</p><p>Now people are shipping Steve with Eddie, because why the hell not. It&rsquo;s one thing to ship characters who seem to have some chemistry. It&rsquo;s another to do it on looks alone or, worse, some completely arbitrary, idealized version fans cooked up in their own heads. </p><p>Sorry, maybe I&rsquo;m overreacting, but I tire of this sort of thing. Stuff like this just seems like people projecting their own fantasies onto completely unrelated characters. If Eddie is gay, great. If he&rsquo;s not, great. If he&rsquo;s into Steve, great. We honestly have nothing to go on, yet. Can we at least come up with ships that have some actual basis?</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think El&rsquo;s speech has quickened too much? Like if it was a real life situation El would not really be speaking like she is in season three. She is insanely smart though. It could be part of her character. I&rsquo;ve heard people discussing this I sort of agree but don&rsquo;t. What do you think?</p>
Answer: <p>Hm, I do agree that her language skills came a long way between season 1 and 2, but I wouldn&rsquo;t say the increase was totally unrealistic. Like you said, El is smart, in some ways, at least. Her main deficiencies are in her expressive language and social skills, abstract thinking, and acquired knowledge. </p><p>She spent a year after season 1 being taken care of by Hopper. He helped her develop her language skills, and, to an extent, her social skills. Things like the &ldquo;word of the day&rdquo; can be a big help to someone like her, as it helps develop language without being overwhelming. She also watched a lot of TV, which would also serve to help develop her language and social skills. It&rsquo;s not the greatest way to learn these skills, but one of the most basic ways we learn is from modeling. This is why you see El parrot others a lot; she&rsquo;s adapting the language and behaviors they use to her own repertoire. </p><p>We can see in season 3 that El&rsquo;s still lacking compared to her peers, but she&rsquo;s also actively building on a foundation, now that she has one. I suspect we&rsquo;ll see in season 4 that her skill deficiencies, particular social skills, make her a target for bullies. She&rsquo;ll also likely have trouble with the structure and rules of a school, as it may remind her of her time at the Lab. </p><p>El will probably always be somewhat behind others in these skills, but her progress isn&rsquo;t too unrealistic, if probably accelerated. From a purely storywriting point of view, I imagine having a character with such limited language skills impacts what you can do with them. Before they knew they&rsquo;d get more than a single season, the Duffers planned for El to have died. Now they have to grow her character, which requires at least some degree of language growth. I have no real problem with how they went about it.</p>
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Question: <p>I feel like most viewers won't realize byler (or at least them being gay, period) had been hinted at since the beginning because they most likely don't pay that much attention or look for detail, subtext etc. Also by the time season 4 releases people will have forgotten a lot of small things from previous seasons (and I don't think many people will rewatch all 3 of them beforehand).</p>
Answer: <p>I wouldn&rsquo;t say most, but a lot, yeah. Those people aren&rsquo;t going to be convinced even if the Duffers hammer them over the head with it. They&rsquo;ll say it was shoehorned in no matter what. </p><p>Heternormativity will never go away if it keeps getting reinforced. Let those people complain.</p>
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Question: <p>how do you think el and brenner facing each other again will go? I&rsquo;m expecting some emotional scenes. </p>
Answer: <p>It will depend on the circumstances of their &ldquo;reunion,&rdquo; but, yes, it will be very emotional. </p><p>From what we&rsquo;ve seen before, it&rsquo;s very likely El will be paralyzed with fear upon seeing him again. She may well experience PTSD-related flashbacks, as well. This man has left his mark on her, and I think her overcoming the trauma she experienced in the Lab will be the most important part of her remaining story arcs. There&rsquo;s no reason to think she&rsquo;s at that point, yet, but it makes sense to be where she&rsquo;s headed next. </p><p>She may try to attack him if she can overcome her initial response to his presence. However, even if she does have her powers at the time, I don&rsquo;t expect her to be successful. If Brenner survived the demogorgon, then he&rsquo;s probably not any ordinary person, himself. Regardless, he&rsquo;d probably come prepared in one way or another.</p><p>Personally, I don&rsquo;t want her to kill him (though a broken bone here or there&hellip;). Revenge would just leave her feeling empty. She needs to move on from him and show him he no longer has any power over him. It&rsquo;s no easy task, of course, but I think a fitting end for him would be finding himself as weak and powerless as he liked to make others feel. Well, that&rsquo;s assuming he doesn&rsquo;t go and get himself killed in his hubris.</p>
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Question: <p>This isn't a ST question, sorry, but did you watch the Fear Street trilogy? (Do like horror at all?) I liked it a lot and I recommend it.</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m actually not really into horror, so, no I didn&rsquo;t watch it. Seeing people get hacked to pieces or whatever&hellip;it&rsquo;s just too disturbing for me. I&rsquo;ve heard good thing from people who have, though, so I suppose it&rsquo;s a recommended watch for horror fans. </p><p>I actually almost didn&rsquo;t get into Stranger Things because I saw it as a horror show. It was my friends who convinced me to give it a try shortly after season 1 came out. The conversation went a bit like this:</p><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>Friends: Have you watched Stranger Things?</p></blockquote><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>Me: No. I heard good things, but I&rsquo;m not really into horror.</p></blockquote><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>Friends: It&rsquo;s not really too scary, and it has a lot of 80s references. You&rsquo;d love it.</p></blockquote><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>Me: Really?</p></blockquote><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>Friends: In the first episode, the kids are playing D&amp;D.</p></blockquote><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>Me: Sold!</p></blockquote><p>Now, here I am running a blog about a show I almost didn&rsquo;t watch. Life is funny sometimes.</p>
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Question: <p>how do you think the duffers could setup byler in s4/s5 in a way that doesn't feel shoehorned in for the general audiences?</p>
Answer: <p>They pretty much have already been doing it, so they just need to stay the course. People will still say it feels shoehorned, but that&rsquo;s only because they can&rsquo;t picture a gay character who isn&rsquo;t a stereotypical sideshow. </p><p>If you are asking specifically what they can do over the next couple of seasons, then it&rsquo;s really about showing Mike&rsquo;s confusion over his feelings and Will&rsquo;s struggle to accept that he&rsquo;s gay after being bullied for it for so long. El also needs to be allowed to get some closure on her own feelings. Once she figures out that love is more than what soap operas and Mike have led her to believe, she may be able to move on. She loves an idealized version of Mike that she created while she was away for a year, which is why she doesn&rsquo;t really like him when he acts like himself. Living away from him, and having a loving mother figure to confide in, may help her see what it&rsquo;s really all about.</p><p>Mike and Will love each other, and, to some extent, they both know it, but I doubt either one realizes/accepts that the feelings are romantic just yet. It&rsquo;s still a matter of being gay in the 80s. This is the next big step, in my opinion.</p>
Tags: byler, stranger things 4, stranger things, mike wheeler, will byers

Post id: 657244664384077824
Date: 2021-07-20 16:09:16 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/657244664384077824
Slug: i-would-say-kieran-culkin-because-there-was-this
Reblog key: X6B8VVbn
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I would say kieran culkin because there was this one photo I saw of him that looked a lot like Noah. </p>
Answer: <p>yeah, I can kinda see it. Not a bad pick.</p>
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Question: <p>What actor do you think would be the best fit for an older adult William Byers? </p>
Answer: <p>Ha, I dunno, I&rsquo;m bad at these sorts of things. Besides, at the rate they&rsquo;re going, they can just pull a Harry Potter and age the kids up in an epilogue, anyway.</p>
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Question: <p>do you think will lacks personality?</p>
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Answer: <p>I stand by my belief that Will&rsquo;s role was &ldquo;smaller&rdquo; in season 3 because it reflected how he felt forgotten and left behind. </p><p>Will&rsquo;s issues last season weren&rsquo;t so much a lack of lines, but that his lines mostly consisted of begging to play D&amp;D or announcing that the Mindflayer was active. It may have been a bit of an error in execution since it led a lot of fans to feel like Will was a character they didn&rsquo;t know what to do with. They gave him a pair of very dramatic scenes back to back, but people seem to forget that. I&rsquo;m hopeful they do better with this in season 4.</p><p>Then again, how people take it might have nothing to do with how they present it. Some people just don&rsquo;t think Will matters as a character.</p>
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Question: <p>who do you think will die in s4</p>
Answer: <p>I got bored one day and tried to arrange the characters based on how likely I thought it was that they&rsquo;d die. Check it out below.</p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/655611159451484160/who-dies-in-season-4">Who dies in Season 4?</a></p>
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Question: <p>This is what the link to the tweet said:</p><p>&ldquo;the only way thestrangertake is &ldquo;lying&rdquo; is if this is somebody who&lsquo;s been writing down every single curiouscat post spoiler i got, and was sent certain things that i told a certain individual not to send to anybody</p><p>but either way i didn&rsquo;t know half the things they mentioned and they answered my trivia that no one else would know&rdquo; </p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, that doesn&rsquo;t sound sketchy at all. It&rsquo;s like a coordinated attempt to double down on this garbage. They&rsquo;re trying to make it seem believable by saying how hard it would be to make it up.</p><p>I wish people would just ignore stuff like this, so it would stop. There is absolutely no proof of any of this.</p><p>Look, I&rsquo;m not saying this is 100% made up, but I am saying it&rsquo;s so unlikely to be true that it&rsquo;s not worth our time. I&rsquo;ve personally only picked up on bits and pieces that people have told me about, but I conveniently haven&rsquo;t heard anything about the actual plot of the season. </p>
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Question: <p><a href="https://twitter.com/swiftlynatalia/status/1417142066346401793?s=21">How do you feel about this</a></p>
Answer: <p>There&rsquo;s nothing there when I click the link, but, based on the account, I&rsquo;m guessing it&rsquo;s another bad &ldquo;leak&rdquo; rumor. If that&rsquo;s the case, can we please just stop paying any attention to these people?</p>
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Question: <p>El would be under extreme authority by Joyce and Johnathan to go to school and come straight back. If ANYTHING which I very, very, VERY much doubt would be El&rsquo;s powers coming out in spirts and accidentally hurting someone or El being taken out of Joyce&rsquo;s custody to Brenner or Becky. But I doubt it.</p>
Answer: <p>Hm, maybe, but not necessarily. If they think they&rsquo;ve gotten away from everything, and they think that El&rsquo;s powers are gone, then they may not really be concerned about exposure. Jonathan may well be spending a lot of time with Argyle in his free time, and we don&rsquo;t know if Joyce will be there to supervise depending on when she goes to find Hopper. El has never been big on rule following, either, ever since breaking away from Brenner.</p><p>I am a bit worried about a corny Carrie-esque moment where her powers may come back. If she is indeed being bullied, and there&rsquo;s plenty of reasons why she wouldn&rsquo;t really fit in at school, then there&rsquo;s possibilities of highly stressful situations. I think it would be pretty corny for her powers to come back like that, as it would be less that her powers were gone, and more that she just couldn&rsquo;t use them. It would be a lot for fans to be expected to believe they just happened to come back at that particular moment. </p><p>It&rsquo;s true that the Duffers took some inspiration from X-Men, where mutant abilities often manifested in puberty as a result of emotional or stressful situations. In this case, though, El&rsquo;s powers wouldn&rsquo;t be manifesting, they&rsquo;d be returning. It would be more apt to have Will&rsquo;s potential powers manifest in such a situation. Maybe everyone would think it was El, including Will. It&rsquo;d still be a corny situation, but I think the return of El&rsquo;s powers should involve something more central to the story.</p><p>How El ends up with short hair again, if that body double photo is indeed meant to be her, is a mystery. We don&rsquo;t know for sure that she ends up back in Brenner&rsquo;s custody, though. Those old photos where she was in a lab gown could be party of a flashback or nightmare or something. I still think it&rsquo;s possible she is responsible for something terrible happening that day in the Brenner teaser, not that she would have meant to do it. She may relive that moment. Her getting back into Brenner&rsquo;s custody, broken out, and brought to Hawkins all in a single season seems unrealistic.</p><p>We&rsquo;ll see, though. These sorts of hypotheticals are certain better than fake spoilers, eh? It keeps us talking about things without spreading chaos through the fandom.</p>
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Question: <p>hello! thank you for your blog, i've found it really informative. i do have a fandom related question.. why do people seem to like ross duffer but not matt? has matt actually done something wrong?</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you for the kind words.</p><p>As for your question, I have to admit that I was not even aware that people felt like that. I&rsquo;m really in it for the show, so I don&rsquo;t especially follow the creators or actors that closely. I can&rsquo;t imagine why one brother would be more liked than the other. I certainly haven&rsquo;t heard of anything that would result in that.</p><p>If anyone out there can answer this, feel free to reblog.</p>
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Question: <p>So apparently those tweets got deleted bcs I can't see them anymore idk what to believe now bcs If it would have been fake then it wouldn't have gotten deleted and that persons account was public before now it's private I really don't know what's going on</p>
Answer: <p>A &ldquo;leak&rdquo; doesn&rsquo;t need to be fake to get deleted. </p><p>Also, I wouldn&rsquo;t put it past a person like this to put up the &ldquo;leak&rdquo; then delete it all in order to claim they&rsquo;re being silenced. </p>
Tags: 

Post id: 657143221919645696
Date: 2021-07-19 13:16:52 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/657143221919645696
Slug: this-just-shows-how-desperate-our-fandom-is-and
Reblog key: 5584HO6y
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>This just shows how desperate our fandom is and how we are lacking in content</p>
Answer: <p>It shows how childish the fandom is, and how some people get off on being trolls. This isn&rsquo;t creating content; it&rsquo;s creating chaos.</p>
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Question: <p>There&rsquo;s this Twitter account that just spilled everything about season 4 and everyone&rsquo;s believing it &#9760;&#65039;</p>
Answer: <div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="350" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/06a4ea5fc6d88c815963cc994c134f18/3294524bce52201a-64/s640x960/13db6cbd955bdfe652076033111026eea2c8fadb.gif" data-orig-height="350" data-orig-width="540"/></figure></div><p>Why is social media trying to give me a headache lately?</p>
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Question: <p><a href="https://twitter.com/thestrangertake/status/1416957169182777347?s=21">Saw this</a></p><p>I feel like it&rsquo;s fake since some of the stuff there is reminiscent of some popular theories I&rsquo;ve seen but we&rsquo;ll see. If this account completely disappears or if someone gets sued then we&rsquo;ll know for sure lmfao. </p>
Answer: <p>I can&rsquo;t see it since I don&rsquo;t follow that account, though I&rsquo;m sure I&rsquo;m not missing anything. Looks like the account is getting a rush of follower requests. Mission accomplished, I guess.</p><p>I can&rsquo;t imagine that this claim, whatever it is, would be legitimate. There&rsquo;s been no shortage of fake scripts and leaks over the past year or so. Even if it was somehow real, this person is setting themselves up for a lot of litigation. People need to not be so gullible.</p>
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Question: <p>whose twitter was your last post's anon referring to?</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t personally follow any of the Twitter fan accounts, so I&rsquo;m not sure. Take your pick, I&rsquo;d say half of them will post any old garbage to get people to pay attention. All my knowledge of those accounts comes from my readers forwarding it to me.</p>
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Question: <p>YALL STOP LOOKING AT YOU-KNOW-WHO&rsquo;s TWITTER FOR EVIDENCE &#128557;&#128557;&#128557;, THEY&rsquo;RE GULLIBLE AS FUCK AND BELIEVE BASICALLY ALMOST EVERYTHING THEY&rsquo;RE TOLD</p>
Answer: <div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="200" data-orig-width="426"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c22438a9ceaf704d3f73244d62147792/319de17180d907d0-23/s640x960/00dba917c9b8c30e82df0eec829ac3e572904d52.gif" data-orig-height="200" data-orig-width="426"/></figure></div>
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Question: <p>what do you think about the rumors of el getting arrested lol </p>
Answer: <figure data-orig-height="200" data-orig-width="200"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ff4780966b92a3c8b8d935a4fe2f7440/8930b54b86531103-44/s640x960/940c690bb87dda57c626c81fb1fd0d411d31f9c9.gif" data-orig-height="200" data-orig-width="200"/></figure>
Tags: 

Post id: 657095838509711360
Date: 2021-07-19 00:43:44 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/657095838509711360
Slug: dude-im-laughing-so-hard-right-now-basically-the
Reblog key: VKJMQs0B
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Dude i&rsquo;m laughing so hard right now. Basically the guy who talked about the Mileven thing with the yellow flowers at the airport sais that it was all fake,that he was trolling the st fandom&#129315; I knew it !!</p>
Answer: <figure data-orig-height="124" data-orig-width="220"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c3685153a917774e27a7cef0d1c307d6/cd673cd66296109e-6f/s640x960/714d09ef1cf5956a4deddd0048650852255a385d.gif" data-orig-height="124" data-orig-width="220"/></figure>
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Question: <p>Eddie, Argyle and Peter are all confirmed to have main character credits</p>
Answer: <p>Ah, this is in response to the &ldquo;new main characters&rdquo; Ask, I presume? I suppose that makes sense. I just didn&rsquo;t realize they were confirmed as such. I can&rsquo;t say I really know anything more than the average fan, but I can tell you what I&rsquo;d like to see.</p><p>For Eddie, I imagine he&rsquo;s going to have a role as a sort of mentor or role model for Mike, though he might not even realize it. Beyond that, I think he&rsquo;ll get caught up in the Satanic Panic as the Hellfire Club gets blamed by a hysterical populace for whatever weird things are happening. This could result in him trying to figure out what&rsquo;s really going on. </p><p>Argyle is Jonathan&rsquo;s BFF, a stoner, and a pizza delivery guy. That&rsquo;s all we know, officially. I&rsquo;d like to see him be a sort of impartial &ldquo;outsider&rdquo; voice in the crew. He might not realize the full gravity of the situation, partially due to being high. I think it&rsquo;d be great if he occasionally dropped some real insights that surprise everyone around him. I still like the idea I had where he&rsquo;d say something to Jonathan like &ldquo;So, is the lanky kid dating your sister or your brother?&rdquo;</p><p>I feel like we know the least about Peter. He works at a mental hospital, and he&rsquo;s upset by how people are treated there. Maybe he does something that makes things worse totally by accident. Like, he means well, but he ends up causing a dangerous person to be free or something. On the other hand, maybe he lets Nancy and Robin in to investigate in order to expose what&rsquo;s going on. I highly suspect the mental hospital has connections to Brenner somehow.</p>
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Question: <p>Apparently will has a new friend named Ramona and someone said that will Mike jonathan and argyle were filming some Intense scenes and will was freaking out and went to the van. And also jonathan was wearing a red turtle neck and will was wearing a yellow white flannel this is all the recent info I just found out. </p>
Answer: <blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>Some people are saying that Will was seen with a girl called Ramona and she’s like his new bestfriend🤔 Do you think is true?</p></blockquote><p>Egads, when it rains, it pours. I&rsquo;ll answer these together since they cover the same topic.</p><p>I have absolutely zero reason to currently believe that this Ramona claim is true. The only real &ldquo;source&rdquo; I&rsquo;m personally aware of is something that looks like a Youtube comment. Someone claims that her agent called her about a Stranger Things role and she &ldquo;accidentally&rdquo; sent in an application &ldquo;as a joke.&rdquo; She said her birthday was in early July, and she has an audition &ldquo;next month.&rdquo; By all accounts, they&rsquo;ll be wrapping up next month. I can&rsquo;t see this claim being real. Now, if either or both of you learned of this from an totally separate source, by all means, let&rsquo;s hear it.</p><p>I won&rsquo;t say Will and/or El won&rsquo;t have any friends at their new home, but let&rsquo;s consider where this information is coming from when deciding if it is real. A claim by some rando on social media without any collaborating evidence is sketchy at best. They&rsquo;ve introduced us to a lot of new characters via social media, but a &ldquo;Ramona&rdquo; has never been among them. They didn&rsquo;t hesitate to tell us about Jonathan&rsquo;s new BFF, so why hide this?</p><p>As for that scene mentioned in the first Ask, I&rsquo;d again take it with a grain of salt. If &ldquo;someone said&rdquo; it without any photos or anything, then it&rsquo;s probably false. They&rsquo;re not letting people near filming. Yes, some photos got out in Atlanta, but nothing of any major substance. There were no real reports of dialogue or witnessed scenes. The scene you describe is very believable, but that doesn&rsquo;t mean it&rsquo;s real. It&rsquo;s in that convenient place where it&rsquo;s just vague enough to be possible without being specific enough to be disprovable. </p>
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Question: <p>Unrelated question: what is your most embarrassing moment ever? Or moments? Like in school or anything ?&#128514;</p>
Answer: <p>Sigh, you&rsquo;re just ripping open those old wounds here.</p><p>Ok, human time. Your resident school counselor is a person, too, and that means I&rsquo;ve suffered my fair share of humiliating moments.</p><p>If I had to pick one where I felt the most exposed and judged, it was probably in my first semester of college waaaaay back in the Fall of 2000. I was taking a sociology class taught by a professor whom I will never forget, and not for any good reasons. It was exam review time, though I can&rsquo;t remember if it was midterm or finals. Everyone in the class (it was a small class, maybe 20 students) had to choose a passage from the textbook and come up with review questions. </p><p>Now, I could have handled the situation better, but I struggled to come up with review questions. I understood the passage, and its relevance to the course (cultural relativism), but I didn&rsquo;t know what to do in terms of review questions. She was always extremely vague about instructions, so there wasn&rsquo;t much to go on. I went up to her before class and told her of my difficulties, and she told me not to worry, that we&rsquo;ll go over it together as a class.</p><p>We start going around the room with review questions, and, when it came time for my passage, she turned to me and asked for my review questions. It was a miracle I held myself together as I &ldquo;reminded&rdquo; her that we had talked before class about it. She gave me a judging look before moving on, but all I could think about was the stares of my classmates on me. I somehow kept from leaving the room, but I kept my mouth shut the rest of the class.</p><p>Once class was over, I made a hasty exit. It was my last class of the day, so I called my best friend, who I knew also finished at that time. He could tell how upset I was, and asked what was wrong, but all I could do was ask where his car was because I had to get the hell out of there. He ended up having her the following semester, and he would share stories of her BS with me so we could complain together, but the wound stuck. I had trouble openly participating in classes for a long time after that. </p><p>It actually wouldn&rsquo;t be until I went back to school for my Master&rsquo;s degree in 2012 that I finally got over that. I had a professor, very tough, but nice, who invited me to make an office hours appointment with her after my midterm assignment got a mediocre C. She said my work was promising, and that I was a talented writer, but that I needed to participate more and open myself to feedback in order to excel in the class. She encouraged me and gave me constructive feedback, which is what a real teacher should do. I managed to get a B+ in that class after that, despite it being considered one of the two hardest classes in the program. I still feel the insecurity every now and then, but having a good model of a professor to counter the bad one really helps.</p>
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Question: <p>what do you have to say to ppl who say that will is just a plot device and nothing else? they are pissing me off &#128583;&#127999;&zwj;&#9792;&#65039;</p>
Answer: <div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="491" data-orig-width="508"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/683aab93ae53fb5a9551caf775e32dae/68c65478a6b1cbf1-ec/s640x960/450666a1275a046505a9c07caaafb19fc8ed5609.jpg" data-orig-height="491" data-orig-width="508"/></figure></div><p>Maybe in season 1 you can say Will was a plot device, since saving him was the motivation for the Party&rsquo;s role in the story. He still was a bit more than a passive character though, trying to stay alive while warning his mom. One could argue that El was just as much of a plot device at that point, since she was what the bad guys were after while the good guys wanted to use her to save Will. </p><p>After that, though, he&rsquo;s had a far more active role in the story, as has El, with his own motivations. If he were just a plot device, then each season he&rsquo;d just be sitting there waiting for things to happen to him. While they could have let him do more than just suffer all the time, he&rsquo;s not a plot device. Or, perhaps I should say he&rsquo;s not just a plot device. </p><p>I also think people have a misunderstanding as to what plot devices are. A plot device is anything that drives the plot. Characters can be plot devices while still being more than that. Princess Leia was a plot device since the original movie was about Luke, Han, and Obi-wan trying to rescue her and return the Death Star Plans. I dare anyone to try and tell me she was just a plot device and nothing more. Hermione Granger could be called a plot device since she solved many of Harry&rsquo;s problems, but I don&rsquo;t see anyone calling her &ldquo;just a plot device,&rdquo; either. Hell, how many comic book characters have also been plot devices? </p><p>The problem is that people see it as a one or the other situation. Some characters may just be plot devices, as their significance in the story is nothing more than how they are able to move things along. Mr. Clarke, as much as I love the guy, is a plot device. His sole place in the story is to give the characters much needed scientific info at the right time. Will, however, is more complex than that. He has motivations, a backstory, and a critical role in the story. They gave him his own comic, and it looks like the next one will be centered on him, as well. </p><p>There are people out there who just don&rsquo;t like Will. I&rsquo;m not even talking about the more rabid Mileven fans. It&rsquo;s unlikely anything will convince them that he matters as a person, let alone a character. I really do think there&rsquo;s a reason he&rsquo;s so closely connected to the Upside Down, and he&rsquo;ll be central to finally ending the threat once and for all. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="500" data-orig-width="769"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/19838ef6e5c188ccf3adb0ffb885f592/68c65478a6b1cbf1-da/s640x960/3a039b3ce308b344a937287b310249c54fbad4b8.jpg" data-orig-height="500" data-orig-width="769"/></figure></div>
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Question: <p>So basically this guy on Youtube said that he saw the scene at airpoirt with Will El Mike Jonathan and a new guys with long hair.he said that Mike gave El yellow flowers and then kissed her and Will and Jonathan were talking about burritos(?) at this point i&rsquo;m scared byler won&rsquo;t happen it looks like this season is again concentred on the Mileven dynamic.</p>
Answer: <p>Ha, yeah, I just heard about that last night actually. </p><p>Come on, this person first claimed to hate being spoiled, then proceeded to try and give a &ldquo;spoiler.&rdquo; They just happened to be walking through the airport and came across the scene? Oh, and they were able to get close enough to not only hear dialogue, but see that El had a leg scar?</p><p>Guys, I&rsquo;m as nervous as anyone over what they&rsquo;re going to do, but this claim is laughable. If people could get this close then there would be pictures/videos galore.</p>
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Question: <p>Back in season 2 they showed a small flashback of Kali getting stunned with a cattle prod by Ray when she was at the lab. Do you think Brenner ever ordered anyone to do that to El as punishment besides the fact that they locked her in a isolation room? Why did Kali get it worse than El?</p>
Answer: <p>I would imagine those sorts of punishments started to happen after Kali showed signs of disobedience and rebellion. Brenner&rsquo;s modus operandi seems pretty clear: punish them into submission, or else break/kill them to keep things under wraps. Kali became rather hell bent on getting out at some point, and Brenner probably was trying to force her back into compliance. It&rsquo;s not terribly unlike what they did to Terry Ives.</p><p>El was a bit more dangerous than Kali, so punishing her would be difficult. Brenner opted for a more psychological route with her in order to break her spirit. He used a combination of solitary confinement and induced a sense of dependence into her so she felt she needed him. This had her willing to do almost anything in order to earn his approval and avoid being locked away. It&rsquo;s possible that the only reason he kept her under control for so long was because he had her convinced that it was useless to try and leave. She&rsquo;d either end up back with him, or she&rsquo;d be lost out in the world on her own. </p><p>I&rsquo;m hoping we find out more about what happened at the Lab. I don&rsquo;t know if the Brenner teaser was priming us for his return or just for flashbacks, but a lot about the Lab is still unknown. It was the focus of a novel and comic series, but the canon status of those is unclear. I think in Suspicious Minds, Kali actually helps Terry escape, which may have been the start of her harsh punishments.</p>
Tags: stranger things 2, kali prasad, martin brenner, eleven

Post id: 657007909803311104
Date: 2021-07-18 01:26:09 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/657007909803311104
Slug: besides-the-location-of-filming-what-makes-you
Reblog key: 7KaZgRGa
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>besides the location of filming, what makes you think that the byers have moved out to california? or is that just a temporary setting for the time being? personally, with the byers financial status in previous seasons and the general ambiguity of the look of byers new home/neighborhood, it seems that they could have moved anywhere. the airport i&rsquo;m sure will also tie into the distance-from-hawkins factor :)</p>
Answer: <p>I admit, I was a skeptic regarding California for a long time. The Byers being able to come back for visits for the holidays, especially so soon after leaving, would make more sense if they only moved a state or so away. I personally felt that Chicago was where they were headed, but then info started coming in.</p><p>First, they&rsquo;re filming in New Mexico. It would be hard to make that area believably look like anything other than the southwest.</p><p>Second, Surfer Boy Pizza is a very California name for a business.</p><p>Third, the area code on the Surfer Boy Pizza van places the business in southern California.</p><p>Last, and most recent, 80s era California license plates have been spotted on the vehicles on set.</p><p>What remains to be seen is <i>how </i>the Byers can afford a house, particular <i>that</i> house, in southern California. It could be like the Lost Boys, where the mother and her two sons move in with her father. That would raise questions as to why Joyce struggled for so long if she had relatives with money, though. I&rsquo;m personally banking on it being something Owens set up for her.</p>
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Question: <p>Jonathan had car trouble all through season three. If he's been pushing it to drive long distances to see Nancy, I won't be surprised if it craps out on him entirely and he's stuck driving the pizza van as his primary mode of transport. It would be a great comedy touch, like the dorky uniforms the Scoops Troop spent the whole of last season in.</p>
Answer: <p>Good point. The car might finally give out, especially after having to make the initial drive from Hawkins to California, or it might die at a critical moment during the season.</p><p>Argyle is a package deal with the van, so he comes along for the ride despite it being across the country. I really want him to bounce between having no clue as to what&rsquo;s going on to having strangely on-point insight because he isn&rsquo;t overthinking the situation. If he&rsquo;s anything like the character of the same name from Die Hard, then he&rsquo;ll do nothing for most of the movie, then come through clutch in the end once he realizes what&rsquo;s happening.</p>
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Question: <p>Do we know who is filming at the airport? It's possible it's a flashback or unreal element of Hopper's journey through the Upside Down. (If, as we speculate, the place he got yeeted to isn't really Russia.) The airport could be a flashback it him returning from Vietnam, or the day his wife left for good. Or maybe the "plane" is metaphorical, like the train Harry has to decide whether or not to take in Deathly Hallows, to "go on".</p>
Answer: <p>I saw nothing to confirm it, but I saw a Twitter fan account claiming that Jonathan, Argyle, El, Will, and Mike were there. It could easily just be BS to get likes. The only actual photo I saw were of 80s era cars lined up.</p>
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Question: <p>The airport filming could be an establishing scene. After everything, it seems likely the Russians would send somebody to Hawkins to do damage control over Starcourt. Or at least find out how much Owens and the Americans know about what they were doing. They might be paranoid the Americans will steal their technology and open up another Gate before they can replicate Alexei's success. They might not even know Alexei is dead, and think he defected instead.</p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s a fair point that I don&rsquo;t think anyone has brought up yet. There could be more to the airport scene than Mike/Joyce traveling. Whether it&rsquo;s the Russians, Brenner, or something else, it could be used to introduce a villain. They could even do this at the same time as one of the other possibilities. Imagine Mike is getting off the plane, and it pans over to some unknown character with shifty eyes.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think Will Byers will meet Kali Prasad and the other numbers since he most definitely is a psionic person himself? And if so would they get along? Do you think Kali Prasad will somehow be involved in the discovery or expose of his abilities? What are your thoughts? Oh, your blog is outstanding by the way.</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you for the kind words. I feel like I&rsquo;m scraping the bottom of the barrel lately, so it&rsquo;s nice to get a compliment.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t know that Will and Kali will meet. We saw some photos a while back that looked like Kali and her gang in Hawkins, but that seems like it would have been earlier in the season before everything goes to hell. When Will shows up, it will probably be much later in the season. He might miss his window to meet her, but, hey, anything can happen.</p><p>I think Kali will be like nobody else Will has ever met. I don&rsquo;t know if they&rsquo;re going to go with Will having powers (even though they should), but I don&rsquo;t think I&rsquo;d want Kali to know about it. She&rsquo;s rather hellbent on revenge, and she certainly has a right to be angry, but she&rsquo;s also shown a willingness to exploit others to help her obtain her revenge. It&rsquo;s not done maliciously, of course, as she let El go when it became clear their goals didn&rsquo;t align. Still, I wouldn&rsquo;t want her convincing Will that anger is the key. I don&rsquo;t really like that as a message. Strong emotions can give a person power, yes, but often at the loss of control. </p><p>I think Will&rsquo;s future arc, powers or not, should involve him being confident and strong, not angry. We might see an angry Will along the way, but I would want that to be just part of the journey. </p><p>My guess is that Kali is in town to try and track down where Brenner may have gone. Or maybe there&rsquo;s activity at the Lab, and she&rsquo;s there to see if he&rsquo;s involved. She and her gang may end up scapegoated for any weird things happening, like missing persons/murders. Who knows, maybe she somehow reopens the Gate. Her powers don&rsquo;t really seem to work that way, but El&rsquo;s telekinesis shouldn&rsquo;t necessarily be able to open and close interdimensional portals, either. Both of their power sets still involve the mind, as I see her illusions as a trick played on people&rsquo;s minds rather than her manipulating light or matter.</p><p>Interaction between them would be interesting, though. She has an &ldquo;I&rsquo;m not taking it anymore&rdquo; attitude that Will could benefit from. He just has to avoid losing himself in it like she did. Maybe he can help her find her peace, since revenge is never really satisfying after the fact.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you remember how Carrie was part of their meeting movie topics? It could be a possibility that perhaps El&rsquo;s storyline and her shaved head might be related to those bullies. Idk where el would get a shaver. Maybe Johnathan&rsquo;s. Or even Angela and jake? The bullies?</p>
Answer: <p>Anything is really possible at this point. </p><p>I can see El being bullied if she is indeed going to school now. She&rsquo;s socially awkward and is missing a lot of knowledge kids her age would normally have. School is going to be rough for her, and I can see bullies seeing her as an easy target. Without her powers, she&rsquo;d be particularly helpless against it. It would make for an upsetting, but needed, storyline where El really has to learn how to solve problems like a normal kid.</p><p>The bullies shaving her hair would seem abnormally cruel, but I suppose it would be possible. It might trigger flashbacks when she sees herself in the mirror. Imagine Mike&rsquo;s reaction, too, since he hasn&rsquo;t seen her like that in over two years. If I&rsquo;m right about Mike actually being gay, it could further his own confusion if she looks like a boy again.</p><p>Ugh, now you guys have me thinking&hellip;</p>
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Question: <p>I was thinking because of the experiments? They might have delayed her growth? As some might say. But who knows maybe it&rsquo;s both. </p>
Answer: <p>I mean, I can see Brenner doing something that might affect her that way. I just don&rsquo;t see how it adds to the story, though. El will already have a lot going on without that happening. She&rsquo;s presumably going to be in school for the first time ever, living in a new town with all new people, and trying to live without powers, all while dealing with the grief of Hopper&rsquo;s death.  Add on that she may well be getting bullied at school, and we already have a rather large list of crap being thrown at her.</p>
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Question: <p>This could be an awkward subject for you so you don&rsquo;t have to reply if you feel uncomfortable at all.</p><p><br></p><p>Because of Carrie being there. Do you think El might at all get her menstrual cycle? I&rsquo;ve always wondered how freaked out she would be. She is like fifteen in season four so she would be around that age. And because she had nose bleeds she might think it&rsquo;s part of it. </p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s possible, I suppose, but I dunno if it&rsquo;s believable.</p><p>I mean, she&rsquo;s 14-15, so wouldn&rsquo;t she probably already have gotten it? I know some girls can get it late, such as Carrie. I&rsquo;m a man, so I&rsquo;m hardly an expert on the matter, I guess. Right now I&rsquo;m imagining Hopper awkwardly trying to explain it all to El while frantically trying to call Joyce.</p><p>I mean, by season 4 El would have been living with the Byers for several months. You&rsquo;d think Joyce would have seen to El&rsquo;s physical needs and made sure she understands what happens to a girl&rsquo;s body during puberty. I suppose she might take it for granted that she already knows, forgetting that El hasn&rsquo;t had a normal upbringing, but wouldn&rsquo;t El get visibly confused if Joyce gave her feminine hygiene products?</p><p>I suppose they could do an alternate take on the scene and show us what an actual loving mother would do if her unaware daughter got her first period at a later age than most. El might indeed get confused about it and see it as similar to her nosebleeds.</p><p>What I prefer they use Carrie for is to portray an abused child finally reaching a breaking point and lashing out at their abuser. This could apply to El, but also Will or Max.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4, eleven

Post id: 656876733224665088
Date: 2021-07-16 14:41:09 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/656876733224665088
Slug: i-dont-think-el-is-going-to-end-up-with-a-shaved
Reblog key: 8t8tiroz
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I don&rsquo;t think El is going to end up with a shaved again tbh. I just don&rsquo;t think that they would do that because it would seem a bit weird at least in my opinion. However I do think that the lab teaser is half flashback and half not. Or it&rsquo;s El having a PTSD moment where she imagines herself as younger while sitting in a room but it&rsquo;s actually the present version of her. Because I have to admit, that teaser doesn&rsquo;t seem like anything that we saw at HNL in the first two seasons. The rainbow was different and the location seemed different as well considering the layout so I&rsquo;m going to assume that the new rainbow room is in the present unless all that is a production error/plot hole and it really is HNL lol. </p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s a bit difficult to imagine how it might go down, yes. The idea that she ends up back in a Lab setting, but somehow gets out, all in a single season is a bit much. Prologues and epilogues aside, these seasons tend to occur over the course of roughly a week. I can&rsquo;t see them unceremoniously having her be captured or committed in a prologue. With the clock symbology in the teasers, we may see people &ldquo;travel back in time&rdquo; via flashbacks/memories where, like you said, it&rsquo;s their present day selves reliving the past. </p><p>The rainbow room teaser could be a flashback to a time before season 1. I&rsquo;ve previously speculated that El may have been manipulated into doing something terrible that day. We really haven&rsquo;t seen all that much of the facility, especially once El was the only remaining subject. The comics, if they&rsquo;re at all canonical, suggest a much larger facility, with several rooms that probably get redone from time to time. This is a largely detail-oriented production, though, right down to set design. I can&rsquo;t see them accidentally messing things up. </p><p>The main reason I feel like we see a shaved El again is this photo. <b>I&rsquo;ll add a break here in case people are avoiding spoilers.</b></p><!-- more --><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="547" data-orig-width="828"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/14698573270c8d85f9948731b10a2d77/ed10a75735a14bf2-28/s640x960/09fc794be8a2b1acba572f60d51d1148ccb5add4.jpg" data-orig-height="547" data-orig-width="828"/></figure></div><p>Those are believed to be the body doubles for Will, Mike, and El returning to Hawkins with Jonathan and Argyle. Poor Will, sitting by himself&hellip;</p><p>Anyway, El&rsquo;s body double has very, very short hair. This doesn&rsquo;t necessarily mean that she was put back in a Lab, but it is a possibility. There are, admittedly, alternate scenarios. Off the top of my head, I can think of a couple.</p><p>1) This is just a fake shot to try to preserve secrecy since they know full well people are snooping.</p><p>2) El cuts it herself, either to conduct her own experiments to get her powers back or out of some mental breakdown.</p><p>Of course, around the same time this picture was released, we also got this one:</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="322" data-orig-width="480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/bd1631ca59bd60458a6a964e6c35641c/ed10a75735a14bf2-13/s640x960/783eabc466ff8a7f0f247224f131a74267a95a87.jpg" data-orig-height="322" data-orig-width="480"/></figure></div><p>People are swearing that this is supposed to be El being wheeled out by paramedics. I&rsquo;m pretty sure it&rsquo;s just a dummy on the gurney, so it&rsquo;s hard to really know. The dummy has long hair that is more consistent with her season 3 look, though.</p><p>So, I guess the takeaway here is that it&rsquo;s really anyone&rsquo;s guess at this point. That&rsquo;s probably exactly what the Duffers want, too, given that people keep taking photos, and people like me keep trying to break them down.</p>
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Question: <p>What are your theories for the 3 new main characters?</p>
Answer: <p>Which ones are considered main characters? They&rsquo;ve announced a lot of characters, and I haven&rsquo;t seen any indications that some are considered main characters (though I imagine a couple might be).</p><p>I don&rsquo;t really have much to base any theories on, but, if you can be more specific, I can tell you any hypotheses I might have.</p>
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Question: <p>Honestly a Mike and Lonnie fight would make sense happening. Since this season is supposed to be darker compared to the other ones.</p><p>And this can be a way to send a message with all those Lonnie sympathizers out there(yes they exist unfortunately) that Lonnie is just a man who is just inherently bad and is never gonna be willing to redeem himself. </p>
Answer: <p>True, they did say that this season is supposed to be darker than previous ones. </p><p>I wouldn&rsquo;t say that anyone is inherently bad, though. The world just doesn&rsquo;t work that way. What it comes down to is that Lonnie has made very self-serving choices at the expense of his family. He simply doesn&rsquo;t value them. In fairness, this is a TV show, so the possibility of inherently bad people is there. </p><p>Honestly, though, I feel the fact that men like Lonnie (or Neil or Brenner) are the way that they are by choice makes them even worse. If someone is inherently bad, then can we really be that upset at them for acting in accordance with their nature? Instead, we have men who choose to be monsters. Billy had also gone far down that road until he was put in touch with memories of a different time, before he became angry and hostile all the time. </p><p>I&rsquo;m not saying that Lonnie will have a similar moment. I don&rsquo;t feel he deserves one, and I wasn&rsquo;t very happy with how they handled Billy&rsquo;s anyway. I want to believe anyone can redeem themselves, but that doesn&rsquo;t mean that any old character should get a redemption arc. Abusive fathers have been a recurring theme, and I can only see that as intentional. Lonnie, Neil, and Brenner all need to feel as afraid and powerless as those they supposedly cared about.</p>
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Question: <p>If Mike stepped between Lonnie and Will, I think it would go down like it did when Steve stepped between Billy and the kids in season two. Which was also kind of coincidentally in the Byers family home, and was broken up by Max drugging Billy and then turning the baseball bat on him. It's possible that whole scene is foreshadowing for a Lonnie showdown later in the series. Especially as the "fight" was really all about Max's interracial friendship / relationship with Lucas. Aka bigotry.</p>
Answer: <p>I hesitate to say that Steve&rsquo;s fight with Billy was meant as foreshadowing for Mike and Lonnie. They&rsquo;re different characters with their own story arcs. It&rsquo;s fair to say, though, that there will be similarities given how the Duffers seem to like parallels. </p><p>This would suggest, then, that Mike would get beaten down rather badly by Lonnie before someone stepped in to incapacitate the man. It&rsquo;s not outside the realm of possibility, but it&rsquo;d be rather disturbing to watch. It wouldn&rsquo;t be the same as two similarly matched teenagers having a brawl. Steve was holding his own against Billy, even winning until he was coldcocked with a dinner plate. As brave as he is, Mike is physically weak. Even if he caught Lonnie by surprise or had a weapon, I can&rsquo;t see him being a reasonable threat to the man.</p><p>The question is who would save Mike? It would seem to be an ideal time for a reveal that Will has powers, but I&rsquo;m just not convinced they&rsquo;re going to go that way. It&rsquo;s something I&rsquo;m personally for, and I&rsquo;ve written about it in the past, but I feel like they&rsquo;d save that for the end of the season, or even season 5, if they were going to do it at all.</p><p>I would say Jonathan would be the one most likely to be able to step in at that point. He&rsquo;d probably chew Mike out for being so stupid, while also hugging him and telling him how proud he is for trying to protect his family. </p><p>I suppose they could also have El be the one to save Mike, but if they chose that moment for her powers to return&hellip;</p><p>Sorry, I&rsquo;m just so over El conveniently being able to save the day. I suppose Lonnie could call the authorities, which could explain the photos where El appears to have been shaven and in a hospital gown. Still, please let other characters drive the story for a change. El has had an increasingly elevated role in a ensemble cast show, and I&rsquo;d like things to be more evenly handled. Her being powerless is something that I think is good for her character, anyway. She can&rsquo;t figure out who she is and what she likes if she, and everyone else, still define her by her powers.</p><p>Anyway, I digressed there for a moment. A Mike/Lonnie fight should be a disturbing and realistic moment, if they go that way. It would be a way for fans to see exactly how bad a man Lonnie is, but it would be very hard to watch. I think, eventually, Will and/or Jonathan should be able to put Lonnie in his place. It would be a fitting cap to their stories. If they go the way I&rsquo;ve hypothesized, and everything involving the Upside Down is a manifestation of Will&rsquo;s trauma, then confronting Lonnie would be a way for him to overcome that trauma, at least in a cinematic fashion. </p><p>I suppose we&rsquo;ll know soon enough. Well, if eight months or so counts as soon.</p>
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Question: <p>Thinking about Will's fake funeral in season one, and how if Lonnie was any kind of good dad, we'd see him either totally bowled over with grief, like Joyce, or hurt but still reaching out to make sure the kids are okay, like Mr Clark. Lonnie literally just shows up to manipulate Joyce and cash in on his own son's death by sueing the quarry, and it's so evil. If Lonnie isn't a big bad later on in the series, I will actually be amazed. That Hawkins lab guard loved his family more than Lonnie did.</p>
Answer: <p>I think it&rsquo;s safe to say that, even if we are overstating the extent of Lonnie&rsquo;s abuse, that he&rsquo;s a major asshole who doesn&rsquo;t actually care about his family. Even when he appeared to care about Joyce when he showed up, it turned out to only be part of a ploy to try to get close so he could sue the owners of the quarry. The man is extremely selfish and indifferent to the needs of his family, at the very least. At worst, though, he&rsquo;s a heartless monster of a man.</p><p>We can&rsquo;t forget that Jonathan felt is worth investigating to see if Lonnie had Will. He went so far as to check the trunk of Lonnie&rsquo;s car, which suggests that he felt it was something Lonnie was willing to do. Jonathan has nothing but utter contempt for the man, and that has to come from somewhere. </p><p>Lonnie is among the worst fathers in Stranger Things, which is a group that includes Neil Hargrove and, essentially anyway, Martin Brenner. Despite the financial hardships they face, the Byers family is happier without Lonnie around. That says a lot right there. Yes, Will still shows some signs that he still yearns for his father&rsquo;s approval, but that&rsquo;s to be expected if the man left when Will was very young. </p><p>I don&rsquo;t know that Lonnie will be a &ldquo;big bad,&rdquo; or if he ever deserves the honor of being one. I can see him being a threatening presence. He&rsquo;s the sort of guy who would sell out his family if the price way right. Personally, what I&rsquo;d like to see is him seeing himself as a big bad, only to unceremoniously fall to the real threat. It&rsquo;s sort of the same idea that I have in mind for Brenner. People like them thrive on power, and they often fall into the trap of thinking they have more than they really do. Powers or not, Will deserves to smack down his father when the man thinks the situation is entirely in his control. </p><p>I&rsquo;m sure the Duffers have something different in mind, though. Storytelling is not something I claim to be good at. To be honest, we don&rsquo;t even know if his role this season is anything more than flashbacks. Aside from reports that he was at the table read last year, I don&rsquo;t recall anyone having seen him on set anywhere. I suppose we&rsquo;ll just have to wait and see.</p>
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Question: <p>I remember having a dream where season 4 came out and there was an episode where Lonnie and Mike met and they ended up having a fight over Lonnie&rsquo;s behavior towards Will.</p><p>Thinking of this dream makes me wanna ask, how do you predict a possible Mike and Lonnie scene going in S4 or even in S5? </p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s hard to say, as there&rsquo;s just so little we know about Lonnie and his interactions with anyone outside of his own family. We can only speculate based on what little we do know about him and what we know about Mike.</p><p>Mike is a cocky little shit around most people he doesn&rsquo;t like. Hopper pretty much had to threaten him in order to keep him in line. There&rsquo;s a possibility that Mike would be mouthy and disrespectful to Lonnie, not that the man deserves anyone&rsquo;s respect. I could see him getting incredibly angry that Lonnie would show his face after so long, especially if it upsets Will. If he were to show up and ruin Will&rsquo;s birthday, for example, Mike very well may tell the man exactly what he thinks about him.</p><p>On the other hand, though, Mike may also know details about Lonnie that others in the Party don&rsquo;t. He may have witnessed the way Lonnie treated his wife and kids, even if he wasn&rsquo;t there for any of the actual abuse that likely took place. Will may also have confided in Mike about it, as they&rsquo;ve been shown to confide in each other in a way they don&rsquo;t with anyone else. This would mean Mike would be aware of what Lonnie is capable of and how Will would feel about Lonnie being around. In that case, Mike&rsquo;s immediate concern would likely be making sure Will is ok. </p><p>If Jonathan isn&rsquo;t there, we could end up seeing a physical confrontation between Mike and Lonnie. This probably wouldn&rsquo;t go well for Mike. He probably would know he doesn&rsquo;t stand a chance against the man, but, if he felt it necessary, I don&rsquo;t think he&rsquo;d hesitate to step between Lonnie and Will. It could go down almost like a more realistic version of when Billy broke out of the sauna. </p><p>If Jonathan is there, then Mike would probably focus on ushering Will out of the room while Jonathan laid down the law on his &ldquo;dad.&rdquo; Mike might want to get his own shots in, but, with Jonathan there, he&rsquo;d know that seeing to Will was the main priority.</p><p>I want to say that Will would surprise us and stand up to his dad, but the reality of the situation would suggest otherwise. Unless we&rsquo;re all massively overestimating the degree of the abuse from Lonnie, then Will would essentially be reliving feelings that he hasn&rsquo;t felt since the man left. They&rsquo;d be similar to the cold feeling of horror he feels when he senses the Mindflayer, which has been shown to basically stop him in his tracks. Reliving trauma is never easy, especially if it&rsquo;s something someone thought was behind them. As far as we know, Will hasn&rsquo;t seen his dad in years, so it won&rsquo;t be easy for him when the man walks back in.</p>
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Question: <p>With the show constantly referencing the number 7 all the time do you think the test subject &lsquo;7&rsquo; will show up lol. </p>
Answer: <p>Patterns are everywhere, whether the Duffers intended them or not. No pattern seems more prevalent than the number 7 popping up time and time again. I won&rsquo;t pretend that I know what it means. For all we know, the number 7 just may have some special significance to the Duffers.</p><p>If I wanted to speculate, though, I&rsquo;d say there&rsquo;s two real options. First, yes, we may see a 007 show up. James Bond references aside, there does seem to be some significance in the show. The only number that has been as important has been 11, for obvious reasons. The buildup would make it seem as if 007 is a critically important number, but I have some trouble with that. When writing the Six comics, Jody Hauser said she had quite a bit of freedom when writing the other numbers, but she wasn&rsquo;t allowed to use 001. That makes it sound like that was the only one they had concrete plans for. This is assuming she wasn&rsquo;t also told not to use 007, as she didn&rsquo;t say so one way or the other. That&rsquo;s the problem with the information we have. What we do have may or may not be truthful, but it&rsquo;s incomplete regardless. We don&rsquo;t know what we don&rsquo;t know.</p><p>Another thought that I had is that something happened when Will was 7 years old that is central to the plot. Why Will? Simply because he was the first person to reference the number, along with my own hypothesis that he&rsquo;s at the core of what&rsquo;s going on. I could easily be way off base here, but it has as much credibility as any other idea out there. We don&rsquo;t know exactly when Lonnie left, but maybe it was when Will was 7, and whatever ended up being the final straw left a lasting wound.</p><p>The problem with these ideas is that there&rsquo;s no real way to confirm them until we see where this all goes. We can only try to have fun with our own theories until we find out the truth.</p>
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Question: <p>As someone diagnosed with a cluster b disorder, I think it is harmful of anon to suggest that she may have HPD based on a few perceived symptoms that could also be written off as typical teenage hormones and emotions paired with her unfortunately not being in the best environment and maybe not knowing what situations are appropriate or not. We only see small snippets of her life, and typically teenagers cannot be diagnosed with personality disorders until age 18 at least. I would discourage anon from speculating on this, especially since cluster b disorders are heavily stigmatized and it is not a fun box to be put in; and even more so when you don&rsquo;t actually meet the criteria. We do not know if she meets this criteria. She most definitely may have mental health issues as she is in a traumatizing environment; just being in show business as a child is a lot of pressure. I don&rsquo;t think her mental health issues are our business though and we should just hope for her safety and well-being. </p>
Answer: <p>I agree. Diagnosing <b>anyone</b>, let alone someone whom we only have a magnified version of one part of their life, is highly irresponsible. It also risks the general public getting a very skewed, and possibly romanticized, idea of what mental illness looks like. </p><p>I don&rsquo;t know that the anon meant any harm by the Ask, but it is still something that needs to be discouraged. We can be concerned about a celebrity&rsquo;s behavior without acting like mental health experts. I have some background in mental health, but even I shouldn&rsquo;t act like I know enough about her, or anyone else, to suggest she has a mental disorder. </p><p>What we can do, as you&rsquo;ve said here, is hope that she gets help appropriate to her needs. We&rsquo;re still allowed to have concerns for her, especially in light of what we learned today. The ones able to really help her, though, should she need it, are her friends and family. We can only hope they have her best interests at heart.</p><p>I hope I didn&rsquo;t upset anyone with my comparison to My Super Sweet 16. I was always under the assumption that shows like that were all scripted and played up for the cameras, so I was just using it as an illustration. </p>
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Question: <p>What is histrionic personality disorder? I tried to search googles but I was not able to understand anything. </p>
Answer: <p>Histrionic Personality Disorder is a pervasive pattern of excessive emotionality and attention-seeking behavior.  It generally presents itself by early adulthood. </p><p>The thing about personality disorders is that they are present across contexts. While someone may be able to moderate their behavior if they have sufficient self-awareness, it would be difficult to totally suppress the behavior, as it is basically part of who the person is.</p><p>In order to be diagnosed with Histrionic Personality Disorder, an individual would need to present with at least five of the following:</p><ol><li>uncomfortable in situations where he or she is not the center of attention.</li><li>interaction with others is often characterized by inappropriate sexually seductive or provocative behavior.</li><li>displays rapidly shifting and shallow expressions of emotions.</li><li>consistently uses physical appearance to draw attention to self.</li><li>has a style of speech that is excessively impressionistic and lacking in detail.</li><li>shows self-dramatization, theatricality, and exaggerated expression of emotion.</li><li>is suggestible or easily influenced by others.</li><li>considers relationships to be more intimate than they actually are.</li></ol><p>Source: DSM-5, American Psychiatric Association</p><p>So, basically we&rsquo;d be looking at someone who is all over the place emotionally, but in a shallow way, in order to draw attention to him or herself. It often comes with a combination of both dependency on and manipulation of loved ones. When not the center of attention, the individual risks becoming depressed, and they may step up the behavior in attempts to get attention back. </p><p>The sort of behavior one might find on old MTV shows like My Super Sweet 16 can be considered typical of Histrionic Personality Disorder. It&rsquo;s a severe case of &ldquo;hey, look at me,&rdquo; complete with provocative dress, demands on others, theatrics, and emotional instability if those needs aren&rsquo;t met. </p><p>I can&rsquo;t say I follow MBB, or any of the actors, very closely in their personal lives, but I can&rsquo;t say I&rsquo;m aware of enough to suggest that she has this, or any, disorder. There&rsquo;s a possibility of a couple symptoms, particular 7 &amp; 8, but it&rsquo;s still not solid, and we can&rsquo;t determine if even those are present across different contexts.</p>
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Question: <p>I hate what M. B. Browns parents do to her. Poor girl. :( We have a relative in our fam who studies psychology and analyses&amp;examines public people's behavior in public appearances in their free time and thought that *trigger warning* in MBBs case it really COULD (emphasis) be a histrionic personality disorder a while ago and personality disorders are likely to be caused by trauma(-like) things. If this really is true I don't even know. Honestly, it makes me so angry. just wanted to share!</p>
Answer: <p>I hope it&rsquo;s not true, but I&rsquo;m not so naïve that I don&rsquo;t think stuff like this happens, especially in Hollywood. It&rsquo;s a far too common story that a young star is manipulated and/or abused, and then cast aside when they&rsquo;re not of value anymore. Just look at the horrible situation Brittany Spears is in right now where she basically has to fight just to be able to control her own life. She was sexualized at young age, put in a life where she was performing constantly, then had a breakdown, and she&rsquo;s been essentially a slave to her father and that damn conservatorship since.</p><p>I&rsquo;ve heard rumblings here and there about MBB saying things that made it seem like she saw unhealthy relationships as romantic, but I never paid close enough attention to know how true any of it was. If she&rsquo;s indeed been groomed then she may well not have a good concept of what a healthy relationship looks like. There&rsquo;s no real time that a 20 year old dating a 15 year old is a good idea. The 15 year old can be very mature for their age, but it&rsquo;s still a power differential as a result of one being a minor and the other being an adult. It&rsquo;s the same idea that makes a college professor being in a relationship with a student a bad idea despite both being adults.</p><p>I&rsquo;d be wary of diagnosing people based on public image, though. It&rsquo;s really only part of the pictures, and it&rsquo;s a very skewed one. I mean, I&rsquo;ve diagnosed Donald Trump, but that one&rsquo;s really a no brainer. There may be some things consistent with Histrionic Personality Disorder there, but none of us know her well enough to determine if it&rsquo;s a part of a pervasive pattern of behavior. </p><p>I hope that she is free of those types of relationships now, and I hope she&rsquo;s experiencing healthy, age-appropriate romance.</p>
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Question: <p>Okay I've thought about it and like...I don't think that map is totally accurate to the show. Because when Will disappears, he's on his way home from Mike's and passes Dustin's house, but apparently also passes the lab -- and did he pass his house before dropping the bike? Like that's a considerable distance away. Unless our favourite fandom conspiracy theorists prove correct and we're sometimes dealing with like, a 'mirror Hawkins' or something. Correct me if I'm just reading the map wrong.</p>
Answer: <p>yeah, I noticed that, as well. It&rsquo;s definitely a point of curiosity for his bike, and Mirkwood, to be past his house like that. To be fair, I don&rsquo;t know how the person who put the symbols on the map determined where the Byers home is. I don&rsquo;t recall really having much to go on. Some of the other locations are questionable, also. </p><p>What we can say, since the Duffers more or less signed off on this map by letting it be in an official book, is that Mike and Will live on opposite sides of town. Maple Street (or Avenue, as this map calls it) is on the northeast side of town, and Will lives somewhere near the Lab and Mirkwood, on the southwest side of town. The exact points on the map are not official, as they were just marked by a fan who tried to estimate locations.</p><p>One thing I find interesting is Starcourt Mall being listed on the actual map, in the green section in the north. This map came out around the time season 2 did, October 2018. I don&rsquo;t recall Starcourt having been mentioned before season 3, so I guess that was a bit of a hint at what was to come.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think Lonnie Byers will meet the Party at some point? </p>
Answer: <p>I imagine they have met him before, at least once. Mike, at the very least, would have met him. It doesn&rsquo;t sound like Lonnie left before Will was school age. Though, I suppose Joyce may have tried to keep Will&rsquo;s friends from being around when Lonnie was there. Maybe they never did meet him.</p><p>If Lonnie&rsquo;s role this season isn&rsquo;t just in flashbacks, then I can&rsquo;t see how they can avoid him meeting at least Mike or El. </p><p>I&rsquo;m more interested in how he is worked into the story. He&rsquo;s been away since season 1. He presumably knows Will is alive since it was in the newspaper, but there&rsquo;s really been no mention of him having come around. With the Byers not even living anywhere close to him anymore, I&rsquo;m confused as to why or how he&rsquo;d end up around his family again. We don&rsquo;t even know if he&rsquo;s aware they moved. Perhaps that&rsquo;s what happens, he shows up at the old house and finds it unoccupied. </p><p>I can&rsquo;t imagine the Party, particularly Mike, would be happy to see Lonnie. If anyone outside the family knows details about Lonnie, it&rsquo;s Mike, and he wouldn&rsquo;t be happy to see the man. He would probably show Lonnie the same attitude he showed Hopper, but Lonnie isn&rsquo;t really a good guy, so&hellip;</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think it&rsquo;s possible Brenner did hypnosis on El and that&rsquo;s why she doesn&rsquo;t remember much from the lab? Like she didn&rsquo;t remember Kali, her mother coming to get her, whatever happened in the rainbow room etc. Now I know that at a young age your memory can be like foggy but for her to forget all of that doesn&rsquo;t make sense even if she&rsquo;s blocking it out due to ptsd or whatever. Makes me feel like Brenner did something. </p>
Answer: <p>It wouldn&rsquo;t actually take too much for El&rsquo;s memory of the Lab to be extremely lacking. Trauma can be an extremely powerful force on the brain. With all of the stress El has been under from a young age, including isolation, emotional manipulation, and physical abuse, she would have been in a state that would be at risk for memory issues. These memory issues could include false memories, amnesia, or both. </p><p>I can see Brenner being the sort of person to use unethical methods to induce amnesia in his subjects, though. I&rsquo;m not largely knowledgeable on any research in this area, but, given that amnesia is often caused by physical damage to the brain, it&rsquo;s at least theoretically possible that drugs, shock therapy, and invasive surgery could cause amnesia. The problem with this, though, is that it would be near impossible to control what memories are affected. The last thing Brenner would want is for his prized weapon to never be able to form long-term memories again. For someone he wanted to keep quiet, though, such as Terry Ives&hellip;</p><p>Similarly, posthypnotic suggestion could cause memory issues, but could not be well-controlled. The memories would essentially still be there, but simply be blocked from being recalled. An effect like this would only be temporary.</p><p>Assuming the Duffers didn&rsquo;t just write themselves into a hole by coming up with events that El has no apparent memory of, I&rsquo;d say it&rsquo;s more likely that El has something like dissociative amnesia. This has a psychological, not physical, cause, and is basically done to protect the individual from the memory. Like with posthypnotic suggestion, the memories are still there, and can theoretically be accessed again, but are buried deep down where they can cause no harm to the person. Dissociative amnesia can cover large gaps of memories related to the traumatic event, basically whatever it takes to avoid recalling the event.</p><p>If we consider the 002 teaser with Brenner and the other lab children, then we can potentially see what sort of event could have caused this effect in El. I&rsquo;ve previously suggested that something terrible happened that day involving El and the other children in that teaser. Let&rsquo;s assume, for the moment, that El is somehow responsible for the other kids in the Lab being killed. El is not a bad person, but she was able to be manipulated by Brenner out of a desire to earn her &ldquo;Papa&rsquo;s&rdquo; approval. Maybe it was meant as a test of her abilities. Perhaps she didn&rsquo;t intend to kill them, but wasn&rsquo;t yet able to control her powers very well. The trauma of such an incident would certainly be sufficient for her to never want to remember that day again. In order for that memory to be sufficiently buried, she&rsquo;d basically need to forget they ever existed. </p><p>We may see El&rsquo;s memories of that day return to her in season 4. This would almost certainly cause further emotional harm, as the trauma of the memory would overwhelm her coping skills. If the rumors of current-age El being in a hospital gown with cut hair are true, then perhaps this trauma is what causes her to end up back in Brenner&rsquo;s &ldquo;care.&rdquo; He&rsquo;s certainly the type who would try to cause a psychiatric event in order to get an hospitalization order. </p><p>Hopefully, we get answers to a question like this in season 4, but this is a possible explanation given the extent of my scientific knowledge on the topic. Let me know if you have further questions or need any clarification. </p>
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Question: <p>About the ask about someone else being the american and not hopper, actually david harbour in one of his black widow interviews kinda confirmed that hopper is the american. He said something like we are going to find out why russians call hopper the american, something about his clothes i don't remember exactly</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, I knew I saw that somewhere. I&rsquo;m glad I didn&rsquo;t just imagine it. My guess is he either refuses to talk or his experience gave him amnesia, so they just refer to him as The American. Or maybe they&rsquo;re just trying to dehumanize the prisoners by not using names.</p><p>I think some of us, myself included, just thought it was too obvious. I was hoping it would be someone else just to subvert our expectations.</p>
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Question: <p>Some people think Stranger Things is actually a book that Mike wrote for Will. What do you think about this theory? (Sorry if you already answered a similar question)</p>
Answer: <p>I think that&rsquo;s an adorable possibility. There&rsquo;s just no way to really know yet.</p><p>Mike does have a penchant for storytelling, and it would also go with the episodes being called chapters. </p><p>I guess we&rsquo;ll see when this crazy ride ends!</p>
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Question: <p>Unrelated question: can you pop/crack any of your joints?</p>
Answer: <p>Ha! I love getting these sorts of unrelated Asks every now and then.</p><p>Just my knuckles. I can sometimes crack my shoulders, but not often. </p>
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Question: <p>I think a lot of people are theorizing that Brenner is in Russia along with Hopper and they don&rsquo;t seem to consider the fact that he might not be there at all and has been in the US the entire time. I thought the same thing as well until I thought about it again. It&rsquo;s very likely that he&rsquo;s still in the US (somewhat still working for the government) and has been keeping tabs on El. Which is probably how Pennhurst will come into play. I think once El is separated from the group and is by herself she&rsquo;ll end up getting captured by him. I was thinking maybe at the cemetery while visiting Hopper&rsquo;s grave or something like that. And Brenner knows the Russians took him and he&rsquo;s going to use that to his advantage and probably try to turn El away from him if the deal from season one comes up again. </p>
Answer: <p>I think a lot of people just wanted The American to be someone other than Hopper. I know I personally speculated that it might be someone else just because of how obvious it seemed that it&rsquo;d be Hopper. The lack of any remains (even goo) suggested he survived, and the stinger with The American just felt like it was begging for a twist. I suppose there still could be one, but I think I saw an interview or something where David referred to Hopper as The American.</p><p>That said, Brenner being in Russia would just be odd. If that were the case, it would mean that Ray, the orderly from season 2, was flat out lying since there&rsquo;s no way he&rsquo;d know about Brenner being in Russia.</p><p>I agree that he&rsquo;s probably been lurking behind the scenes for a while. His credibility has taken a hit, at the very least, after the incident at the Lab. It&rsquo;ll be interesting to see how they explain him having survived, though. Didn&rsquo;t he get up close and personal with the demogorgon? I suppose it could have gotten distracted before it could finish him off.</p><p>We don&rsquo;t know exactly how he comes back into the picture. We don&rsquo;t even know if that teaser took place in the past or the present. The photos of who was apparently El&rsquo;s body double with very short hair suggests she&rsquo;s recaptured and escapes during the season, but we don&rsquo;t know when, how, or by whom. I sort of wonder if the Byers&rsquo; new house is courtesy of Owens/the government, and this is how Brenner finds her. I suppose it could all be a ruse since they know people are watching and taking photos, though. The pizza van&rsquo;s phone number is already different than it was in that photo, after all.</p><p>Brenner would almost certainly try to manipulate El by invoking her anger. If she found out that Hopper was willing to sell her out in season 1, then she might get too angry to care about what Brenner is up to. It might work to a degree, but she may also have matured enough since getting out of there that she wouldn&rsquo;t get quite so impulsive when angry. It also wouldn&rsquo;t mean that she would have anything close to a positive opinion of Brenner to the point that she would do as he says. Honestly, I can&rsquo;t even see a powered El listening to Brenner unless he had some kind of leverage against her. You know, leverage like he had someone she cared about and would hurt/kill them if she didn&rsquo;t comply.</p><p>I do like the idea of Brenner being a final season villain, though. My current hypothesis (can&rsquo;t really be a theory without evidence) is that Brenner captures El and Will with the intent to use them to try and weaponize the Upside Down/Mindflayer. Season 5 would then become a mission to stop him and save El and Will. </p>
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Question: <p>Wait when did Brenner call Will, &ldquo;extraordinary&rdquo;??</p>
Answer: <p>I think that Ask may have been referring to when Brenner was investigating the Byers&rsquo; shed.</p>
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Question: <p>can't forget El is "incredible" and Will is "extraordinary" and neither of those are good things to be when coming from Brenners mouth :)</p>
Answer: <p>Brenner is a terrifying, but brilliant, man. If he compliments you, then it&rsquo;s only because he&rsquo;s sees you as a means to an end. It&rsquo;s a good thing El learned to see through his false concern for her. </p>
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Question: <p>Why are you under the assumption that will is going to get kidnapped as well if El does? I can definitely see Lonnie selling out El (if he&rsquo;s back in present time and not flashbacks) but not Will. </p>
Answer: <p>He survived the Upside Down, got possessed by the Mindflayer, then could sense its presence. Why would Brenner <b>not </b>be interested in him?</p>
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Question: <p>Why do you think the lights flickered in the first episode of S1 when Will said goodbye to Mike?</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you anon for the question!</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="262" data-orig-width="600"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4acefb6026ce0a103efcdc37c9a77cbe/04f640da2c1ba289-1b/s640x960/40b73478e97b6965b4457ee1c6a85737023c54b3.gif" data-orig-height="262" data-orig-width="600"/></figure></div><p>(gif by me)</p><p>You are definitely onto something. I&rsquo;ve always thought that the lights flicker because the Demogorgon was close, and could control the lights, like it did to Will&rsquo;s bike a little after that scene.</p><p>But with evidence of Will having powers (most likely electrokinesis) and the scenes of Will controlling the lights to make contact with Joyce, I don&rsquo;t think the Wheeler&rsquo;s house lights flickered by the Demogorgon or the Upside Down. </p><p>It was by Will.</p><p>If you read my Byler proofs for season three, there&rsquo;s a part which lists that the only times that Will had sensed the Mind Flayer was over Mike. He sensed the Mind Flayer during the movie theater (with Mike), on the Nelson&rsquo;s farm (watching Mike walk away with Eleven) and after destroying Castle Byers (because of Mike). </p><p>Even when explaining the Mind Flayer to his friends, it was very queer coded (&ldquo;I didn&rsquo;t think it was anything at first. I mean-I think I just didn&rsquo;t want to believe it&rdquo; aka he doesn’t want to believe he’s gay/has feelings for Mike)</p><p>If Will is able to sense the Mind Flayer because of Mike, then this must be also be one of Will&rsquo;s doings. </p><p>I&rsquo;ve always thought that Will has had feelings for Mike before everything that happened regarding Upside Down, whether he knew it or not. The lights flickered because it was one of the moments when Will is probably nervous, and I guess getting the crush-type feeling when you are around someone you like. It&rsquo;s just like a spasm, Will never meant it to happen but it happens anyways.</p><p>Maybe this is possible foreshadowing, that in future seasons the lights will flicker whenever Will gets nervous around Mike? Or perhaps his powers (<i>if</i> he has them) are enabled whenever he has one of those spasms. </p><p>This also might be a bit far-fetched, but the Wheeler’s license plate which is in scene, includes a 7, and 7 has been associated with Mike and Will all the time. (“It was a seven”, “I sound like a seven year old” and a bunch of other hidden subtext)</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="236" data-orig-width="336"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/cfe94137ba389798994dac2fe5e38ea5/04f640da2c1ba289-4a/s640x960/7ef951c59a4017f724f4a66ec9f424e6e92588c3.png" data-orig-height="236" data-orig-width="336"/></figure></div>
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Question: <p>hawkinsschoolcounselor(.)tumblr(.)com/post/656009434436403200/you-think-the-rebel-robin-release-was-intentional  You literally said on your own blog less than three days ago that you think rebel Robin is intentionally being released to set up byler.</p>
Answer: <blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>I&rsquo;m sure it was intentional in some way, shape, or form. I doubt they&rsquo;re just randomly making supplemental novels. What I&rsquo;m interested in is if June 2021 was always the intended release window. I want to know if it was artificially delayed to spread out releases over the long hiatus. There&rsquo;s also the Erica the Great comic coming in November or so. For now, though, we also have the Rebel Robin: Surviving Hawkins episodic podcast. That one really strikes me as a real attempt to give us more in preparation for something.</p></blockquote><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>I think the themes of the novel fit into the larger story, at least how I see it. I&rsquo;m currently working on a post about that, and hopefully it works out well enough that I post it. I don&rsquo;t know that it&rsquo;s necessarily meant to give extra gay vibes, though. With Robin being canonically gay, it was only natural for her novel to cover that topic. I&rsquo;m just glad that they looked at it realistically.</p></blockquote><blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>You guys are far too interested in seeing a photo of a 39 year old man. I&rsquo;m really nothing special to look at.</p></blockquote><p>There&rsquo;s the post. Where did I say that, exactly? At no point do I even mention Byler, Mike, or Will, nor did I tag it as a Byler post. The closest thing is where I say that the podcast seems like it&rsquo;s preparing us for something, but I never even suggest what. My entire point is that the novels aren&rsquo;t just being written on a whim. I even specifically state that I don&rsquo;t know that it was intended to give extra gay vibes.</p><p>I stand by what I said about how the themes in the book seem to align with themes I&rsquo;ve noticed in the show itself. Kindly do not put words in my mouth, especially in such an aggressive fashion. I welcome those who want me to clarify my words or who want to respectfully disagree, but this attempt to &ldquo;gotcha&rdquo; me is lame.</p>
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Question: <p>I really don&rsquo;t like the energy of &ldquo;rebel Robin is being released to prepare us for more gay stuff&rdquo; because that diminishes Robin as a character. How insulting to wlw that people have to make her whole character about the possibility of advancing byler.</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t know of anyone who has suggested that. I know a post went around a week or so ago that cherry picked some quotes from another blogger, but it was very much out of context.</p><p>Robin is her own character, and a big part of that character is her struggle. First, it&rsquo;s a struggle to even realize who she is, then it becomes a struggle for her to be able to safely be who she is. Rebel Robin, and the Surviving Hawkins podcast, reinforce the themes of feeling trapped and coerced into conventional identities, and that hell is other people. This is a theme that is shared with other characters, and this comes up in the novel when Robin interacts with Karen Wheeler, and, yes, is hinted at when she sees Will and wants to urge him to run away.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t see there being anything wrong with people interpreting it in a way that supports Byler. Robin can be both her own character and a means to facilitate the journey of other characters. A big part of gay identity in the 80s (or earlier) was connecting with other LGBT people. Robin didn&rsquo;t have that, and it made it so much harder for her to even realize she was a lesbian. It doesn&rsquo;t diminish her to have her mentor other characters, like Mike or Will. It&rsquo;s a relationship that could serve her character as much as it would theirs.</p><p>The big deal about Rebel Robin, and Robin in general, is that people are seeing parallels with her character and the larger narrative. In my mind, this is a good thing. It suggests that she&rsquo;s not just some token gay character, but that she&rsquo;s interwoven into the very threads of the story. I honestly hope that the claim that Maya had to convince the Duffers to make her gay is a lie, because it really seems too good to be an afterthought.</p><p>Honestly, my favorite thing about the novel is the realistic look at what it was like to develop a gay identity back then. There was no internet to help someone connect with the community if they were from a small, conservative town. There was little to not positive depiction of gay identity in the media. Fans need to know what that was like, and they need to know that, as Mr. Hauser said, &ldquo;gay people are everywhere.&rdquo; </p>
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Question: <p>wait&mdash; you don&rsquo;t think Maya pushing for Robin to be a lesbian was a good thing? </p>
Answer: <p>The fact that I enjoyed the outcome doesn’t make it any better in my mind. It actually makes me less confident if the Duffers needed to be convinced to make her gay in the first place. I would have been happier not knowing she had to push for it.</p>
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Question: <p>didn&rsquo;t realize hating on a child actor was something you push for </p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t hate her, but I have concerns anytime an actor pushes for changes to the scripts. I&rsquo;ve spoken privately with others regarding claims that Maya Hawke and Dacre Montgomery also pushed for changes to their characters. It makes me feel less than confident about the writing. I don&rsquo;t feel that age should mean someone is immune to criticism. Besides, given her age, it wouldn&rsquo;t really be her that I&rsquo;m worried about.</p><p>I&rsquo;m actually more concerned that she has other people, grown adults, whispering in her ear. The entertainment industry is rife with predatory people who attach themselves to popular young stars, bleed them for everything they can get, and then toss them aside. If she is indeed pressuring for changes to make her character more prominent, then I have fears that it&rsquo;s someone like that urging her to do so.</p><p>Apologies if I came off too strongly about it, but something doesn&rsquo;t smell right to me when a child star becomes that powerful. Granted, my ship bias may have resulted in me paying more notice to it than I might otherwise, but my point stands.</p>
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Question: <p>you think the Rebel Robin release was intentional to give the ST fan community some extra gay vibes (in order to low-key let them know there's more coming in S4 = Byler) or do think it's a coincidence? Btw: I'm totally pro face reveal but no pressure of course&#9786;</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m sure it was intentional in some way, shape, or form. I doubt they&rsquo;re just randomly making supplemental novels. What I&rsquo;m interested in is if June 2021 was always the intended release window. I want to know if it was artificially delayed to spread out releases over the long hiatus. There&rsquo;s also the Erica the Great comic coming in November or so. For now, though, we also have the Rebel Robin: Surviving Hawkins episodic podcast. That one really strikes me as a real attempt to give us more in preparation for something. </p><p>I think the themes of the novel fit into the larger story, at least how I see it. I&rsquo;m currently working on a post about that, and hopefully it works out well enough that I post it. I don&rsquo;t know that it&rsquo;s necessarily meant to give extra gay vibes, though. With Robin being canonically gay, it was only natural for her novel to cover that topic. I&rsquo;m just glad that they looked at it realistically. </p><p>You guys are far too interested in seeing a photo of a 39 year old man. I&rsquo;m really nothing special to look at.</p>
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Question: <p>Oh oh no no I&rsquo;m sorry I didn&rsquo;t mean it like &ldquo;El is stupid she can&rsquo;t play.&rdquo; But like that&rsquo;s her character she is meant to be like that. I&rsquo;m really sorry I didn&rsquo;t mean to sound rude.</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, I know. I just know there are people out there who overstate her mental struggles. She may not have gotten a typical education, but Brenner still needed her to be able to be a good spy, so she had something. It&rsquo;s a shame that the areas where she&rsquo;s most lacking are the ones that D&amp;D perhaps needs the most, but, like I said, that could end up being a good way for her to practice.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think El might be able to play DND? I&rsquo;ve thought about this maybe Will and El could bond over that or even her now fantasy about comic books introduced by Max? </p><p>I think (I mean this in a non disrespectful way whatsoever) it may be a bit too difficult for her. She can&rsquo;t really focus on that stuff all the time. Nor will be really understand. Or even after the events of season three have the mental energy. But who knows. Maybe William will be a better teacher than Hop lol</p>
Answer: <p>I think she would be able to play, but I wouldn&rsquo;t make that her first foray into tabletop gaming. I&rsquo;d suggest that she get used to using dice to determine actions and controlling miniatures on a board in a simpler, more straightforward game first.</p><p>El&rsquo;s not unintelligent. She may have some deficiencies in her mental capacity, but she also has some strengths. I talk about my conceptualization of her mental abilities <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/648665942882222080/how-old-do-you-think-eleven-jane-is-mentally">here</a>. She would have some trouble with the abstract concepts in a game like D&amp;D, but that doesn&rsquo;t mean she wouldn&rsquo;t be able to pick it up. She&rsquo;s already shown some significant growth since escaping the Lab. </p><p>It&rsquo;d definitely be hard for her, at first, but I think it would actually be beneficial in the long run. D&amp;D would be a great opportunity for her to practice her verbal skills and abstract reasoning in a fun, low-pressure situation. She might get frustrated at times, but being with her friends should help to limit that. I&rsquo;d say the real problem would be her using her powers to manipulate the dice, assuming she gets her powers back.</p>
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Question: <p>Silly question bc we all know that both of it is going to be canon BUT if you had to choose between Byler and a superpowered Will what would you pick (and why)?</p>
Answer: <p>Well, this is like asking me who my favorite students would be.</p><p>I&rsquo;d have to say Byler, as I see it as being far more essential to the story. Superpowered Will is, admittedly, a headcanon/theory that I&rsquo;ve fallen in love with over time. There is plenty of room in the story for Will to not have superpowers beyond things we&rsquo;ve seen so far, such as sensing the Mindflayer. Byler, however, simply seems to be something that has been actively built towards over the duration of the show.</p><p>On a personal note, seeing a gay teen come out of a traumatic experience and finding happiness with his favorite person would just sing to me. There were no stories like that when I was young. Also, on Mike&rsquo;s end, you&rsquo;d have a gay kid who assumed he was straight realizing the feelings he has for his best friend are more than he thought they were. I feel like that aspect of gay identity isn&rsquo;t really dealt with much on TV, but it can be a big moment, at least it was for me.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you know where are the Byers moving in season 4?  I mean the country/city</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t think anyone knows for sure. All we know is that all signs seem to point to somewhere in southern California. The biggest clue is the number on the Surfer Boy Pizza van, which covers that area.</p>
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Question: <p>"they might just want an actor who can work longer hours to get this thing done ASAP." </p><p>Yeah, I'm inclined to agree. With the planned hiatus, as well as the unplanned delays due to C19, I'm sure they're all hands on deck- after all, there could be a C19 flare-up at any time, and then they would have to shut down again.</p><p>Also, just a note: MBB and FW were definitely minors when they filmed the awful 3x01 make-out scene, so I don't think Vickie is going to make out with anyone.* </p><p>MBB just turned 17 in February 2021, and FW turned 18 in November 2020- they might have been 15/16 when the scene was filmed. They clearly don't have any issues with having minor actors make out- then again, maybe the backlash they got from 3x01 caused them to seek out an adult actress? </p><p>Anyway, I'm so excited to find out what's going on with Vickie!! Thank you for your tireless analysis.</p><p>*(Well, maybe she will, but I don't think it's why they needed her actress to be 18.) </p>
Answer: <p>Ugh, it makes me uncomfortable to think they had 15/16 year olds making out on camera. Well, I guess it&rsquo;s just a job at the end of the day, isn&rsquo;t it? I don&rsquo;t recall hearing much in the way of backlash. It made many of us uncomfortable to watch, but I really feel like that was the point.</p><p>So much for that idea. Thank you for setting me straight on that.</p>
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Question: <p>Vickie's casting call could mean that she has a significant role but they still want her to look young? Child labor laws would prevent her from working as much as her older costars if she was a minor I believe</p>
Answer: <p>True, but you can hardly call the younger cast non-significant roles. They were all, what, around 12 when making season 1? </p><p>There are no doubts limitations resulting from child labor laws, but that hasn&rsquo;t really stopped them so far. I wonder if it has more to do with what the character does on screen. For example, they probably can&rsquo;t/wouldn&rsquo;t have under-18 actors making out or explicitly killing anyone on screen.</p><p>In fairness to your point, especially with how long it&rsquo;s already taking, they might just want an actor who can work longer hours to get this thing done ASAP.</p>
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Question: <p>Joyce probably has custody of El because Doc Owens intervened again to give her a safe haven after Hopper died. There is no reason I can see that Lonnie would be given legal rights to her. I don't see him wanting her or her wanting to stay with him. She's more likely to run away and find Kali again, or go back to the Ives family. Brenner was shady but he had to ply Terry with drugs and fake a stillbirth to steal her daughter. He couldn't just straight up take her. And El has friends now.</p>
Answer: <p>You misunderstand me. Lonnie wouldn&rsquo;t have any real legal right to El. Perhaps I should have explained it more clearly. He would basically pay off Lonnie to let him have Will and be quiet and help him cover it up. You can bet that, if Brenner sees El, she&rsquo;s being brought along for the ride. Brenner might not even bother with Lonnie, though. If he manages to come across them, he&rsquo;s just going to find a way to take them. </p><p>Brenner has done this before, so I doubt he would have any trouble making it work. Some kids were probably runaways, others perhaps unwanted kids, but surely some were like El and forcibly taken and covered up. He&rsquo;s shady, but he also has extremely deep connections. Don&rsquo;t forget he had a team of agents ready to kill on his orders.</p><p>I admittedly did forget about Kali. There were photos of what appeared to be her and her gang in Hawkins a while back, so it does look like they are back this season. I wonder how they factor in.</p><p>Look, I&rsquo;m not a story writer. Plot lines are not my strength. I&rsquo;m probably wrong, anyway.</p>
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Question: <p>I think the Mind Flayer and the Upside Down are offshoots of Will's suppressed trauma by his own abusive dad. El mirrors that because she mirrors Will. If she faces her demons with Brenner in season four, that sets the blueprint for Will to do the same in season five. I don't think she'll kill him, although she has killed before. He'll probably be Demogorgoned or suffer Terry's fate. But I do think El's emotional catharsis in season 4 could be necessary, and set us up for season five.</p>
Answer: <p>Maybe, but Brenner just seems like he&rsquo;d be too important at setting up the danger of season 5. I just feel like this season will be a sort of cliffhanger, so I&rsquo;m not sure there will be much in the way of victory. That&rsquo;s just my opinion, of course.</p>
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Question: <p>So you imagine the final season taking place in Cali? I don't know about that. For all the road trips away and talk of how people need to leave the town, Hawkins is still the primary setting of our story and I don't see ALL the characters relocating, especially not somewhere near enough to each other to interact as often as the plot requires. If Hawkins goes hellscape, I see the characters being trapped there, not moving the action elsewhere.</p>
Answer: <p>Not necessarily Cali since it&rsquo;s so far away. It might involve what&rsquo;s left of Hawkins, Brenner&rsquo;s new lab/hospital, the Upside Down itself, and some other new locations.</p>
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Question: <p>But Lonnie couldn't get El committed, because he's not her guardian. He wouldn't have the authority. He could turn her over to the state, who might put her in a facility or a group home, but Lonnie himself couldn't make that call. And even if he did, Doc Owens might have the power to intervene and free her. The character Lonnie WOULD have that authority over is Will. As parent, he could put Will in an institution and refuse to let him out or release him to Doc Owens care.</p>
Answer: <p>You&rsquo;re really underestimating Brenner and his connections. It&rsquo;s not like Pennhurst was on the up and up in real life.</p><p>Besides, Joyce somehow has custody of El already, so I think normal protocols are already out the window. </p>
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Question: <p>Other bloggers have talked about the Joyce car thing, but basically, it's a model known for catching fire when pushed too hard. We know Joyce and Jonathan share a lot, and Jonathan is foreshadowed to have "car trouble" a lot, as well as Nancy encouraging him to push the car beyond its limits in s3. Jonathan borrows Joyce's car to visit Nancy - pushes it too far - it catches fire when Joyce next uses it - Jonathan blames himself and spirals. It's a plausible arc for Jonathan imo</p>
Answer: <p>I can see something happening with the car. I mean, there has to be a reason they take the pizza van back to Hawkins, besides needing a reason to bring Argyle along for the ride.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not convinced anyone gets hurt from it, though.</p>
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Question: <p>You think the Byers family are going to stay away from Hawkins for good? I don't see that tbh. Also, if Joyce died or was assumed dead, custody would revert to Lonnie, who would probably take the kids back to Hawkins for financial reasons if nothing else. I doubt he could afford to support them in the city. I doubt he could have El committed either, as there is no reason to assume he would get custody of her. More likely she would revert to being a ward of the state.</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m not sure Hawkins will be habitable after this season. Maybe I&rsquo;m still just high on the whole Rebel Robin idea of having to get out of Hawkins. That book really made it seem like the town itself changes people.</p><p>If Brenner and/or the Lab gets involved then regular custody arrangements don&rsquo;t matter. Joyce doesn&rsquo;t exactly have any legal right to El. Besides, I already speculated that Lonnie might just have them committed, anyway. Brenner probably wouldn&rsquo;t need to flash that much money at him to get him to agree.</p>
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Question: <p>I think brenner dying or being in this state where he can&rsquo;t hurt anyone any longer would be a very cool way of the duffers subverting our expectations. Because you&rsquo;d think he&rsquo;d stay alive long enough to be the big bad in season 5. </p>
Answer: <p>Perhaps, and I&rsquo;m all for subversion when it makes sense to use them. I don&rsquo;t want it to just be a twist for the sake of a twist, though.</p><p>I think the bigger thing would be Brenner himself thinking he&rsquo;s the big bad, only for the real antagonist to get rid of him. Imagine Brenner toying with El and Will in the mental hospital. He&rsquo;s totally convinced he can manipulate the Mindflayer through them, and he wants to use it as a weapon. Maybe the Mindflayer lets him think he&rsquo;s succeeding long enough to come out into the real world again, only to kill him off a few episodes in. </p><p>Now the Mindflayer is totally free.</p>
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Question: <p>Oh god season 4 ending with them trapped in a mental hospital??? That kind of ending will have the fandom in complete shock. </p>
Answer: <p>It certainly would. The only thing I really know about the ending is that it apparently sets a clear course for season 5 and the show as a whole. Having to spring them out of the mental hospital to end everything once and for all would kinda do that. I admit, though, that I&rsquo;m not a storyteller, so there may well be far better ways to accomplish this.</p><p>I would like a better ending than the typical horror &ldquo;hey, they finally beat the monsters&hellip;or did they?&rdquo; endings that we&rsquo;ve already gotten. An ending where the characters know just as well as the fans that it&rsquo;s not over yet? That would really set up the need to finish it once and for all.</p>
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Question: <p>Maybe this is just a bit of wishful thinking (since he's the character I relate to most in the show), but I'll offer up the perspective that I really don't think Jonathan's going to d*e. He hasn't had his own arc yet, and I feel it's being built up to happen now that he's away from Nancy. Plus this show just LOVES subverting tropes, and the 'mentor dying' one just seems too obvious to play straight. There's also already plenty of other potential things that could set Will/El off just as well.</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, that&rsquo;s a fair point. I&rsquo;m really just spitballing with what little we have to go on.</p><p>Jonathan does deserve his own arc. His whole struggle was with trying to make it in a world where he&rsquo;s constantly at a disadvantage, while, all the while, having to basically be the dad in his own family. I&rsquo;d love to see him bring Lonnie down a peg or two&hellip;or twenty. It&rsquo;s nice that he apparently has a BFF now, so hopefully nothing happens to him or Argyle.</p>
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Question: <p>I actually hope the Brenner strand of the plot is resolved this season, because El has taken a lot of the focus from the other characters and I'd like to see others get a chance to shine. Will aside, even characters like Lucas, Mike and Jonathan have been pushed to the sidelines lately, and I'd love to see them challenged as El has been. The Brenner stuff does feel like it hasn't evolved much since s1, s2. I don't want the show to tread water waiting for the final confrontation between them</p>
Answer: <p>Brenner&rsquo;s whole thing, though, was that we knew he was still around, but we didn&rsquo;t know what he was up to. I wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised if he was pulling strings the entire time, just waiting until the right moment to return.</p><p>I think Mike and Jonathan have had their places in the story, but I agree that Lucas sort of got the shaft in season 3. Hopefully, there is a method to the madness.</p>
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Question: <p>I don't think Lonnie will die in season four, because I see Lonnie as the true Big Bad of the series, so I imagine he'll be in the final battle somehow. But most people think Brenner fills this role and El is the main character, so I could see the Duffers killing him off this season to tie that off, and then revealing the truth about Will in time for him to get their full attention in season five. El deserves closure and this season hints at Penthurst and the Rainbow Room, so this could be it.</p>
Answer: <p>Hm, it&rsquo;s an interesting idea having Lonnie as the big bad. I just have trouble getting behind it because he hasn&rsquo;t even been seen since season 1. I do think that there&rsquo;s potential that the Mindflayer isn&rsquo;t actually &ldquo;bad&rdquo; per se, but I do still see it as the primary antagonist. Lonnie being a part of that is possible, but I&rsquo;m wary of putting him in such a &ldquo;lofty&rdquo; position. </p><p>El does deserve closure with Brenner, and I do hope she gets it. I really hope they don&rsquo;t have her kill him, though. I think a huge triumph for her would be somehow confronting and beating him without killing him. For someone like Brenner, I think being undone by his own hubris is the way to go.</p><p>Though, imagine an ending where Joyce is dead/MIA, and Lonnie has Will and El committed with Brenner at a mental hospital. That would certainly set quite a stage for season 5.</p>
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Question: <p>I would think Jonathan was in danger of being the "parent figure" Will loses, but there's significant foreshadowing for Joyce's car blowing up (whether real or faked) and I think Jonathan would blame himself for that, and might go off the rails as a result, not being there for Will as much. Especially if Lonnie's return pushes Jon over the edge. He's old enough that Lonnie could react to pushback by kicking his "crazy" son out, and the town would just say Jon had gone "nuts" like Joyce.</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, anything is possible, but I don&rsquo;t know how Lonnie would have any power over his family in this new town, or how he&rsquo;d even know where to find them. I suppose Joyce might be required to inform him of where they&rsquo;re going due to custody agreements, but why would he go all the way to California? However, if Joyce did decide to not tell him, and he found out, then he might be angry enough to, ahem, drop on by. Jonathan would certainly not be happy to see him.</p><p>Joyce&rsquo;s car blowing up? Is that based on the car fire from season 3? Everything we know points to Joyce being involved in trying to find Hopper, but I guess it&rsquo;s possible the others don&rsquo;t know that. She might just up and vanish like she did in season 3, so if something did happen to her car, then, yeah, Jonathan and the others might think she&rsquo;s dead.</p>
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Question: <p>Are you trans?</p>
Answer: <p>Sorry, I&rsquo;m just a boring old cis guy.</p>
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Question: <p>How has your day been today? :D I hope you&rsquo;re okay. I&rsquo;ve noticed there has been a little bit of people just being annoying, it&rsquo;s a gen z kind of thing they think their funny although they&rsquo;re just being rude to good creators. I wouldn&rsquo;t think too much of it. </p><p>Have a good rest of your night</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;ve had a decent day, thank you for asking. I finally bought some shelving for my books and Funkos.</p><p>Eh, I agree it can be annoying sometimes with how younger fans act, but I wouldn&rsquo;t say they have the exclusive claim to such behavior. I&rsquo;ve known full grown adults who can act like that. </p><p>I don&rsquo;t know if you&rsquo;re referring to anything in particular, but I&rsquo;d say just try to ignore it. If they&rsquo;re trying to get a rise out of people or be funny, then the lack of a reaction keeps them from their goal.</p>
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Question: <p>Was there anything about El in the rebel robin book so far? How are you enjoying it?&#128516;</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;ve since finished the book, and I really enjoyed it. I honestly wasn&rsquo;t expecting much since it likely was written for a much younger audience, but the themes in the story really struck home with me. I highly recommend it for any Stranger Things fan, especially those who want to better understand what it can be like to be a LGBT teen. It&rsquo;s less about some overarching plot that needs to be resolved and more about Robin just figuring herself out.</p><p>El did not make an appearance, nor was she referenced as far as I remember. Barb was there early on, and Robin mentioned they had been friends when they were younger before drifting apart.</p>
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Question: <p>Hey what are your pronouns??</p>
Answer: <p>Kind of you to ask. He/him. </p>
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Question: <p>Covid delayed filming even further, but wasn't ST given an extended hiatus so s4 could tie in with the holiday season? The same way s2 aired close to Halloween and s3 tied in with 4th July. I know Hopper is in "fake Russia" but the show ending on snowfall also seemed to hint at a holiday setting for the upcoming season. Combined with Mike's promise to visit then, I can see why the theory gained traction.</p>
Answer: <p>I fear you may be making too many assumptions here based on the fact that Kamchatka, the setting of the post-credits scene, is snowy. Kamchatka is a very snowy place, and it gets snow for most of the year. Even if we work under the assumption that it isn&rsquo;t really Russia, most Americans of the time would often picture a snowy, Siberian landscape. If the snow had to mean something, then I&rsquo;d say it has more to do with the fact that the Mindflayer, and, by association, the demogorgon, likes it cold.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not saying that we won&rsquo;t see the holiday visits in maybe a prologue or flashback, but I can&rsquo;t see Russia being snowy being a reason to think that&rsquo;s the primary setting.</p><p>As for the production schedule, filming can take very long. Season 3 started filming in April and didn&rsquo;t finish until November. Given that filming for Season 4 started in February, a similar schedule wouldn&rsquo;t have it finished until September. A holiday release would have meant post-production and marketing would need to be finished within about three months. I&rsquo;m not expert on the business, but that seems unrealistic to me. It also wouldn&rsquo;t make much sense to film it during the warmer months if it could be helped.</p><p>I can certainly believe they would be intentionally delaying releases to match up with the time of year each season takes place. The Duffers can probably do whatever they want at this point. With all the delays from Covid, though, I&rsquo;m not sure they have that luxury this time. If I&rsquo;m right, then it means they&rsquo;ll have it ready for March anyway, but they weren&rsquo;t really able to plan that well this time.</p>
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Question: <p>I don't know how accurate the wardrobe choices are for pinpointing the setting. If the Byers are in Cali, they'll be dressed milder. Plus, as you say, there could be flashbacks. But the show doesn't always dress the characters as warmly as they should be anyway. Early November in Indiana should have had the kids bundled up a LOT warmer in s2, but only Hop seemed dressed for it. Steve and Dustin could have been walking around in September (and probably were). Max? Billy? And Will was shirtless.</p>
Answer: <p>There are no photos of the California scenes that I&rsquo;m aware of. </p><p>I admit that the wardrobe isn&rsquo;t the ideal way to tell what time of year things take place, but it&rsquo;s all we have to go on. The photos certainly aren&rsquo;t indicating the Christmas setting some people are still holding on to. When I say mild weather (for Hawkins), I mean in the 50s/60s.</p><p>If it&rsquo;s anything like Indianapolis, temperatures in Hawkins would be in the mid 50s during the day in late October/early November. By December it would be in the low 40s during the day. I&rsquo;d say the costumes are fairly accurate, though one could say the town has been lucky to get relatively nice days. By March, temperatures would be back to the 50s during the day, again assuming relatively nice days.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t know about any of you, but I handle 50 degree weather with a hoodie or even just a warm long-sleeved shirt. That&rsquo;s pretty much what the cast was wearing. .</p><p>As for Will being shirtless, he was under the influence of the Mindflayer. He had an aversion to warmth at that point.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not trying to say I&rsquo;m definitely right here. I&rsquo;m just going off of what evidence we do have. The outfits aren&rsquo;t the only reason I&rsquo;m saying March. The school calendar that says March 1986 is the bigger hint for me.</p>
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Question: <p>Can you talk about how much the fandom sexualizes Will please? </p><p>Like it&rsquo;s really bad. I&rsquo;ve seen so many ao3 fics pop up about him doing sexual things, most of them he isn&rsquo;t aged up. I&rsquo;ve seen Jonathan x Will and Will x Billy fics pop up when I&rsquo;m simply looking for Will fics. Hell, I&rsquo;ve even seen a Bob x Will one horrifyingly enough</p><p>I just don&rsquo;t understand why out of the rest of the cast Will just gets the worse treatment. Max is probably second(seeing all those disturbing Billy x Max stuff.....) Like it&rsquo;s so confusing. Why Will? </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m not really sure I want to touch this, to be honest.  I certainly don&rsquo;t want to go out and do, er, research on it. I can&rsquo;t say I&rsquo;m surprised, as disturbing as this topic may be.</p><p>Maybe some people like to put Will into such a role because they like the idea of &ldquo;corrupting the innocent one&rdquo; or punishing him because they dislike him. Billy and Max stuff is honestly even more disturbing, in my mind, because it sounds to me like people get off on abusive relationships involving children if they&rsquo;re making them into sexual fanfics. Like rape, it might be more about the power/dominance component than the sexual component. </p><p>I really can&rsquo;t say for sure, and I haven&rsquo;t done any specific research into this area. I just hope the people who write such things aren&rsquo;t victimizing any real kids. Humans can be pretty messed up, but I&rsquo;d wager there&rsquo;s a good chance the people who write these things have been victims themselves.</p>
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Question: <p>I sent some thoughts to kaypeace21, who takes submissions, about where I think the kids could be emotionally in s4. But I think there's a chance the show could skip a year, and show us two Xmases - one a flashback and one the setting of the season. Then s5, the big finale, would be Will's all important birthday. Due to "the anniversary effect" we might also see Will's birthday in the flash-forwarded year, with a Mike or Lonnie visit to foreground its importance to the story. 3/2</p>
Answer: <blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>Sorry, the word count keeps getting me. But as I said to kaypeace21, I  think there&rsquo;s a good chance Hopper will be &ldquo;dead&rdquo; for a year before  returning, as he allowed Mike to believe this of El in s2, before her  ghost went walking on the solstice. We could see a new &ldquo;savior&rdquo; (Will&rsquo;s  powers awakening? El&rsquo;s powers return?) metaphorically born on Xmas, and  Hop himself won&rsquo;t be reborn until Easter. Which may mean we don&rsquo;t see  him in our world until s5. He could be on a hero&rsquo;s journey all season  long.</p></blockquote><p>Sorry, I know set photos can be misleading or out of context, but what little we have points at March 1986. It&rsquo;s an interesting theory, and, especially with how Covid delayed the show by a year, I&rsquo;m sure they wish they went with a bigger skip. There&rsquo;s a lot of symbolism in showing the kids in their first year of high school, though, with all the changes that can take place. Nothing is really gained in a bigger time skip except the kids looking more like their real ages.</p><p>Will&rsquo;s birthday isn&rsquo;t exactly &ldquo;all important&rdquo; in my mind. It&rsquo;s more that it&rsquo;s part of the &ldquo;Mike visit&rdquo; storyline. I mean, if he goes there for Spring Break, and Will&rsquo;s birthday is literally the first day of that break, then it has to come up, right? It&rsquo;s a ripe opportunity to see where Mike is at in regards to balancing El and Will in his life. If he gets there and doesn&rsquo;t remember it&rsquo;s Will&rsquo;s birthday, or if El tries to get most of his attention, then it sets up some conflict in that plot. I cringe at the angsty fanfiction-y possibilities, but they are teenagers. At any rate, they can&rsquo;t have the season fall on his birthday and not have it come up. It&rsquo;s the only birthday we&rsquo;ve been told of on the actual show.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not saying I&rsquo;m 100% right about this, but this is what I believe based on the available evidence. If there&rsquo;s reason for me to believe otherwise, please provide/point me at the evidence. It&rsquo;s very possible that the whole holiday theory is a flawed, even though I&rsquo;m one of the people talking about it. The holidays themselves might be inconsequential, as I have yet to really determine any specific meaning from them.</p>
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Question: <p>There's been a lot of talk of s4 featuring "time travel" and while I think a lot of that is connected to Hopper's experiences, I wonder if we'll also get a less linear timeline this year. Maybe the season will feature a lot of flashbacks or jump forward weeks or months between episodes, instead of taking place over a week or so like before. The s3 finale featured a time jump, after all. Maybe we'll open with Xmas and skip forward throughout the year, ending near Will's birthday for s5. 1/2</p>
Answer: <blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>It would be harder to have cliffhanger episode endings this way, but not  impossible. Especially if time doesn&rsquo;t run at a normal pace for Hopper,  or if cliffhangers are things like Will being put in a facility, or  something happening to Joyce, causing Lonnie to return as parent. For  these situations, skipping weeks in between might actually help the flow  of the action. Ditto for the growth of a Satanic Panic in Hawkins, or  the slow return of the Upside Down. 2/2</p></blockquote><p>I do expect a lot of flashbacks, particularly on the parts of Will, El, and Hopper. I&rsquo;ve speculated before that the prominence of clocks in the marketing might indicate time travel, just not in the way we&rsquo;re all thinking. Flashbacks could be a way to accomplish that, perhaps. I still think we have a normal timeline for the season, with flashbacks cutting in every now and then. I&rsquo;ve also seen talk of the clocks representing more of a countdown. It&rsquo;s an interesting concept, and it sounds like it could be similar to a Doomsday Clock, where 12:00 would represent the end. I&rsquo;ve also toyed with the notion that the times on the clocks are related to the numbered experiments, but that only works because they just so happen to fit in the 1-12 range so far. I&rsquo;ll come back to this if a 012 shows up.</p><p>Each finale has had something of a time jump to serve as an epilogue. Seasons 1 &amp; 2 had jumps of a bit over a month, as they took place in early November with the epilogues in December (Christmas in season 1, the Snow Ball in season 2). Season 3 had the three months it took for the Byers to move. I don&rsquo;t know if there&rsquo;s a specific reason it took three months, but moving across states does require significant planning, especially if they had to sell their house first.</p><p>The three month jump was also enough time for Hawkins residents to start freaking out over things. The whole thing with the Welcome to <strike>Hawkins</strike> Hell sign? Yeah, Satanic Panic is already well underway. This is possibly reinforced in the short Erica comic made for FCBD 2020 where Mrs. Sinclair confiscates Erica&rsquo;s D&amp;D books. It&rsquo;s also mentioned in the description for Erica the Great (the upcoming comic) that her mom won&rsquo;t let her play D&amp;D anymore.</p><p>You&rsquo;ll have to help me out here because I&rsquo;m not sure why there&rsquo;s this insistence that season 4 take place in winter. Yeah, El and Mike discuss visits for Thanksgiving and Christmas, and we might see or hear of those visits, but there&rsquo;s been no evidence to support this at the setting for the season. All photos have shown generally long sleeves, sometimes with light jackets. I&rsquo;d understand it if we got some shots of characters bundled up, but we haven&rsquo;t. The Christmas thing could be part of a prologue that they touch on before jumping to &ldquo;present time&rdquo; in the Spring. If you know something about this that I don&rsquo;t which points to winter, please let me know.</p>
Tags: stranger things 4

Post id: 655191707382595584
Date: 2021-06-28 00:18:23 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/655191707382595584
Slug: hello-i-hope-you-are-doing-well-im-sorry-if
Reblog key: eHlncIR9
Reblog url: https://spellboundmayfield.tumblr.com/post/655191314422530048/hello-i-hope-you-are-doing-well-im-sorry-if
Reblog name: spellboundmayfield
Question: <p>Hello :) I hope you are doing well. I'm sorry if you already answered this question, ignore me. What do you think will be the "timeline" of S4? Have a lovely day. </p>
Answer: <p>Hello! </p><p>My guess for the timeline of the season is that it takes place over a little more than a week in March 1986. I&rsquo;m guessing maybe March 21-30. It&rsquo;s based on this photo allegedly from the school set. </p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="741" data-orig-width="807"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5139fb6084a2b3496105d75b122400ce/fea7a2df039f9f71-50/s640x960/82f875d0f937eb4d35deb1dc16961eca2f337374.png" data-orig-height="741" data-orig-width="807"/></figure></div><p>Will&rsquo;s birthday is the 22nd, and it&rsquo;s followed by Spring Break. This gives Mike a reason to go visit the Byers. Easter was also March 30 that year, which falls at the end of Spring Break. They do like showing holidays in this show.</p><p>This is all just an educated guess, of course. It&rsquo;s all based on a photo that I&rsquo;m simply assuming is real.</p>
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Question: <p>I was rewatching season 1 and during the scene where Joyce and Jonathan are looking through photos before she gets interrupted by the phone, when Joyce says, &ldquo;Lonnie?&rdquo; During the call Jonathan in response says, &ldquo;Dad?&rdquo; Only for Joyce to say, &ldquo;Hopper?&rdquo;</p><p>Does this count as evidence for Hopper potentially being Jonathan&rsquo;s bio dad? </p>
Answer: <p>Eh, I guess it&rsquo;s possible. Jonathan seems pretty sure Lonnie is his dad, though, even if he hates it. They really would have to be playing the long game to plant that seed way back in season 1.</p><p>Hopper fought in Vietnam sometime in the 60s, and Jonathan was born around 1967. Hopper met his wife sometime after Vietnam, and his daughter was born in April 1971 according to <i>Darkness on the Edge of Town</i>, if that counts as being official. She would have been conceived roughly July 1970. I suppose it would be possible for Hopper to have had an affair with Joyce after Vietnam, but before meeting Diane. I can&rsquo;t find anything to disprove it, at least.</p><p>Oh, Sara apparently died when she was 7, so, yeah, there&rsquo;s that number again.</p>
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Question: <p>Wait, season four could take place over Easter? I thought it was supposed to be Christmas themed? I can't remember where that idea came from, but I feel like it was said somewhere that we had Halloween and summer break and now we were gonna get Christmas? Did I just make this up in my own head, omg</p>
Answer: <p>Some people were thinking that because Mike and El mentioned visits over Thanksgiving and Christmas. However, the earliest set photos showed mild weather clothes, suggesting it took place in a Fall or early Spring time of year. Then we got that school calendar that showed March 1986 with Spring Break, which conveniently starts on Will&rsquo;s birthday and ends on Easter.</p>
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Question: <p>It&rsquo;s honestly a bit irritating and funny that people are so desperate for Will to be straight that they are theorizing that Vickie (who IMO clearly is meant to be Robin&rsquo;s friend or love interest based on her description) will be his girlfriend &#128557; Like are you blind&hellip;</p>
Answer: <p>Well, I wouldn&rsquo;t say she&rsquo;s <i>clearly </i>meant for Robin, but it is a popular theory based on what little information we have. It&rsquo;s so odd that they&rsquo;d up and tell us that she catches one of our heroes&rsquo; eyes. I&rsquo;m waiting for the twist.</p><p>But, yeah, some people are just so adamant that Will be straight. It&rsquo;s ridiculous. Will has blatantly been teased as gay for three seasons now. If he ends up straight then the Duffers would come off looking very bad.</p>
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Question: <p>it mights sounds weird but if mike loves will,why would he call el for 353 days?</p>
Answer: <p>He felt incredibly guilty over her death. It was his idea to use her to find Will. He sees it as his fault that she had to protect them at all, let alone against something as powerful as the demogorgon. He was unable to get any real help coping with his grief since he couldn&rsquo;t tell anyone. </p><p>He legit thought she was dead, not that she was just missing. Even after he seemed to sense her, he never went looking for her. Will, on the other hand, he kept searching for so long as he thought he was alive. Imagine being 12 and thinking you were responsible for another kid dying.</p><p>When Will was in trouble he stopped calling out for El. He stopped worrying about his own grief because Will was more important. He the got incredibly angry at Hopper because he realized she was alive. All the anger he felt at himself was unleashed on him, instead. He realized he could have gone out and found her. </p><p>All this happened while he was freaking out over Will, so it was easy for him to get mixed up with his feelings. I&rsquo;d suggest you check out <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/625900653239255040/why-do-you-lie-a-look-at-a-gay-mike-wheeler">this post</a> I wrote on what may have been going through Mike&rsquo;s head over the course of the show.</p><p>Does anyone over the age of 15 really think you can fall in love with someone in a week when you&rsquo;re 12 and worried about &ldquo;the best thing you&rsquo;ve ever done&rdquo;? Mike cares about El, but he doesn&rsquo;t love her. That&rsquo;s why the relationship aways seemed so forced and awkward.</p><p>If they write Mike as actually being in love with her then I will lose some respect for the Duffers as writers. I like to think they&rsquo;re above that sort of unrealistic trope.</p>
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Question: <p>Hello :) I hope you are doing well. I'm sorry if you already answered this question, ignore me. What do you think will be the "timeline" of S4? Have a lovely day. </p>
Answer: <p>Hello! </p><p>My guess for the timeline of the season is that it takes place over a little more than a week in March 1986. I&rsquo;m guessing maybe March 21-30. It&rsquo;s based on this photo allegedly from the school set. </p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="741" data-orig-width="807"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5139fb6084a2b3496105d75b122400ce/fea7a2df039f9f71-50/s640x960/82f875d0f937eb4d35deb1dc16961eca2f337374.png" data-orig-height="741" data-orig-width="807"/></figure></div><p>Will&rsquo;s birthday is the 22nd, and it&rsquo;s followed by Spring Break. This gives Mike a reason to go visit the Byers. Easter was also March 30 that year, which falls at the end of Spring Break. They do like showing holidays in this show.</p><p>This is all just an educated guess, of course. It&rsquo;s all based on a photo that I&rsquo;m simply assuming is real.</p>
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Question: <p>Hello :) I hope you are doing well. I'm sorry if you already answered this question, ignore me. What do you think will be the "timeline" of S4? Have a lovely day. </p>
Answer: <p>Hello! </p><p>My guess for the timeline of the season is that it takes place over a little more than a week in March 1986. I&rsquo;m guessing maybe March 21-30. It&rsquo;s based on this photo allegedly from the school set. </p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="741" data-orig-width="807"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5139fb6084a2b3496105d75b122400ce/fea7a2df039f9f71-50/s640x960/82f875d0f937eb4d35deb1dc16961eca2f337374.png" data-orig-height="741" data-orig-width="807"/></figure></div><p>Will&rsquo;s birthday is the 22nd, and it&rsquo;s followed by Spring Break. This gives Mike a reason to go visit the Byers. Easter was also March 30 that year, which falls at the end of Spring Break. They do like showing holidays in this show.</p><p>This is all just an educated guess, of course. It&rsquo;s all based on a photo that I&rsquo;m simply assuming is real.</p>
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Question: <p>Hello :) I hope you are doing well. I'm sorry if you already answered this question, ignore me. What do you think will be the "timeline" of S4? Have a lovely day. </p>
Answer: <p>Hello! </p><p>My guess for the timeline of the season is that it takes place over a little more than a week in March 1986. I&rsquo;m guessing maybe March 21-30. It&rsquo;s based on this photo allegedly from the school set. </p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="741" data-orig-width="807"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5139fb6084a2b3496105d75b122400ce/fea7a2df039f9f71-50/s640x960/82f875d0f937eb4d35deb1dc16961eca2f337374.png" data-orig-height="741" data-orig-width="807"/></figure></div><p>Will&rsquo;s birthday is the 22nd, and it&rsquo;s followed by Spring Break. This gives Mike a reason to go visit the Byers. Easter was also March 30 that year, which falls at the end of Spring Break. They do like showing holidays in this show.</p><p>This is all just an educated guess, of course. It&rsquo;s all based on a photo that I&rsquo;m simply assuming is real.</p>
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Question: <p><b><i>Hi! a question do you have something to say about the new characters? &#129300; I mostly talk about Vickie, Molly and Eddie Monson. I mean, do you have something to say about them for the fourth season or in general of ALL the new ones? I really don't see that they are going to contribute much except maybe Eddie who is the leader of Hellfire Club and Vickie who according to the duffers will be &uml;&uml; someone very important&uml;&uml; XD this left me very thoughtful and more because people are starting to ship to eddie x steve or do they think he is gay eddie LOL who knows and it sounds ridiculous but eddie gives me gay vibes to be honest AHAHAHAHHAHAH what do you say? &#129335;&#127752;</i></b></p>
Answer: <p>Hey! </p><p>Sorry, but there&rsquo;s really just not a lot out there to go on with these new characters. Pretty much everything about them is basically a headcanon except for the official descriptions we&rsquo;ve been given. They&rsquo;ll have their roles to play in the season, but we don&rsquo;t know how big those roles will be. Mayor Kline and Heather were two new characters last year, and their roles, while important to the story, were small. </p><p>Eddie might be the one we know the most about, but it&rsquo;s still not much. I can&rsquo;t really speculate about Eddie being gay, but him being with Steve seems very unlikely. People like to ship Steve with Billy, too, so I don&rsquo;t really give much credence to those sorts of ideas. Why exactly does Eddie give you gay vibes, anyway? </p><p>Eddie was seen in some of the earliest filming photos, and he was seen in some recent ones, too. This might indicate that he has a somewhat large role.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t recall hearing about a character named Molly.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t remember hearing the Duffers say Vickie is &ldquo;someone very important,&rdquo; but one could say that was true about Heather, as well, and we all know how that went. We just don&rsquo;t know enough to say anything about her. We haven&rsquo;t even seen her on set, yet, and rumor has it that filming is shifting to New Mexico soon. I wonder if her total screentime is relatively low.</p>
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Question: <p>It be pretty cool if the movie lucas were mentioned in s4 that movie has Winona in it and it came out in 1986 the year s4 will be in </p>
Answer: <p>It even came out March 28, 1986, so it would be roughly within the timeframe of the season.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think that Will hates/dislikes El because of Mileven?</p>
Answer: <p>No, not consciously anyway. I think there&rsquo;s likely some resentment there that he tries to ignore, but Will ultimately knows that El is the main reason he, his friends, and his family are even alive. </p><p>I talked about it a bit in <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/647364556496224256/hi-i-hope-youre-having-a-good-day-i-just-love">this post</a>. Please feel free to send another Ask if it doesn&rsquo;t answer your question.</p>
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Question: <p>I don&rsquo;t think El would even know what &ldquo;Gay&rdquo; means.</p>
Answer: <p>Probably not, though she may have heard about it on TV. She&rsquo;d most likely not have any prejudice against it since that&rsquo;s a learned behavior, but she might be confused. As far as she knows, all relationships are one man and one woman. </p><p>Then again, she watched soap operas, so it&rsquo;s possible she picked it up from that. While they generally weren&rsquo;t depicted in a very positive light, gay characters did occasionally exist in the early to mid 80s. </p>
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Question: <p>Your page is becoming more popular though!!</p>
Answer: <p>Heh, well, thanks, but I imagine a lot of those 1200+ followers are inactive. There&rsquo;s no way to account for that since they stay on your follower list.</p><p>Still, it&rsquo;s nice that people continue to want to read my posts. I&rsquo;m hoping a lot of the old ones come back as season 4 rolls around. I imagine I&rsquo;ll have <i>plenty </i>to talk about at that point.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think due to how Eleven needs someone to constantly rely on and how she depends. Like how Mike, Max and Hop somewhat controlled her but also she&rsquo;d cling to that person. She kind of got to be her own person somehow in season three but she still echoed everything max said. She had worked up so much that she might regress back to her season one self (education and constant speculation and weary.)</p><p>Do you think she might cling to Joyce (she&rsquo;s never received motherly love before, this year Will be new for her.)</p><p>or push away from her. Or even the boys. Due to all the times she has had love in life is almost no longer there for her to relish in. Joyce does have a habit of coddling her kid&rsquo;s which is what El needs.</p><p>Yet again this is where Will comes in. He might feel El has taken everything he relies on. Like his mother, his best friend ect.</p><p><br></p><p>El might become more irritable or sensitive or even just plain numb.</p>
Answer: <p>You bring up some good points here. I discussed the possibility of El getting a lot of Joyce&rsquo; attention <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/640070613993668608/i-hope-you-havent-already-done-this-sorry-if">here</a>. Please feel free to check it out.</p><p>El has sadly never really had a chance to develop an identity of any sort. She was raised to be whatever Brenner needed her to be. This meant she had to be obedient. This likely has a lot to do with why she echos and emulates those around her. Whether she realizes it or not, she&rsquo;s falling into the habit of doing what is expected of her.</p><p>Yes, she had a bit of progress. Even though she was echoing Max a lot, Max still encouraged her &ldquo;try things on&rdquo; to see what she liked. This is honestly the first time anyone ever encouraged her to do so. Max wasn&rsquo;t concerned with protecting El, as she didn&rsquo;t feel El needed that. Instead, Max was trying to help El figure out who El was. Unfortunately, she didn&rsquo;t seem to realize that El was just becoming another Max to a certain degree. Still, it was progress. I do think her regressing to clinging to Mike is a significant sign of her grief. I&rsquo;d say that about her dressing like Hopper, too, but there&rsquo;s plenty of sentimental reasons for her to do so, as well. Grief looks different for everyone.</p><p>I do think she may cling to Joyce to some extent. She&rsquo;s shown previously that she appreciates the motherly love she gets from Joyce. I don&rsquo;t really see her pushing anyone away, but there&rsquo;s sure to be some frustration from her new situation. She has to navigate a world without powers now, and her limited language skills may make it hard for her to properly verbalize how she feels. This could result in behavior that seems hostile or reclusive (assuming they treat her with any realism).</p>
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Question: <p>Have we ever talked about the fact that Will refers to the Mind Flayer as male? And how odd that is? Most kids would look at a massive tentacled smoke monster and say "it", not "he". But for Will it's always "he's here", "he's close", "I feel him", "it made him angry". Seems like a major hint the MF is either a manifestation of his fear of Lonnie, or a facet of Will himself that has broken away from the rest.</p>
Answer: <p>Good catch. I don&rsquo;t think I ever specifically focused on that detail.</p><p>Considering I think the Mindflayer is Will&rsquo;s own &ldquo;dark side&rdquo; of sorts, perhaps Will knows that on some level. </p><p>DID theory, anyone? </p><p>I really think it’s time we all take <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a>‘s theory that the Mindflayer is Will the Wise a little more seriously. Perhaps there’s a reason that was the title of the episode where Will is taken over by “him.”</p><p>This was the image used in the season 2 episode reveal video:</p><figure data-orig-height="420" data-orig-width="236"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/bc1b17923377ff9a34c6e5ca7c09f610/3d9759993c9cd7e2-c7/s640x960/bc8234d0fa4e7ed6872e78f141e720b3ac354916.jpg" data-orig-height="420" data-orig-width="236"/></figure>
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Question: <p>I wonder if the bite is a red herring, and El losing her powers is actually tied to the Mind Flayer being banished from Hawkins? When she closed the Gate in s2 we know the part of him that was in Will remained in Hawkins. Now only a tiny chink of the Gate remains open, and only the barest hint of El's power remains. Because she's tied to the Mind Flayer, and he can't reach her? It did seem like he wanted to assimilate El, not kill her.</p>
Answer: <p>Hm, I don&rsquo;t know if this tracks. I&rsquo;m pretty sure she loses her ability to use her powers after the piece of the monster is removed from her leg, but before the Gate is closed by Joyce. This is why she was forced to break through to Billy, as she couldn&rsquo;t use her powers to defend herself.</p><p>She also already had her powers before the Gate was ever opened, seeing as she was the one to accidentally open it in the first place.</p><p>It is a bit weird that the Mindflayer still tried to assimilate her even after her powers are gone, I agree. Though, to be fair, it assimilated a lot of people, making them little more than flesh puppets until they were needed for the monster.</p><p>Maybe it was going to return her powers after she was under its control? Still, the very fact that it&rsquo;d be able to do that would raise further questions. Maybe it&rsquo;s more of an infection that blocks her powers rather than theft of them. It&rsquo;s fairly clear that she was enough of a threat to the Mindflayer that it&rsquo;d want to disable her abilities. </p><p>Whatever the case, I want any return of her powers to be well-written. I swear if I see her suddenly use them out of nowhere to save someone, I&rsquo;m going to scream. Granted, I&rsquo;m a Will with powers fan, but when she faltered against Billy in the sauna, only to catch a second wind just in time to save Mike anyway, I groaned. The whole &ldquo;El&rsquo;s too tired/weak, oh, wait, no she&rsquo;s not&rdquo; is already old.</p><p>I&rsquo;m hoping all of this heavy-handedness with El&rsquo;s powers is just to set up how lost she&rsquo;ll be without them, instead of a forced plot device to hide Hopper&rsquo;s survival and create a sense of danger.</p>
Tags: stranger things, eleven

Post id: 654919413954379776
Date: 2021-06-25 00:10:24 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/654919413954379776
Slug: i-dont-think-els-powers-are-gone-completely-i
Reblog key: h6OoT9pk
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I don&rsquo;t think El&rsquo;s powers are &ldquo;Gone&rdquo; completely I think she&rsquo;s poured everything into her battle at Starcourt and her Brain might be healing still, but I feel deeply that they&rsquo;ll come back in out of control sparks. In the closet scene you can see the Teddy isn&rsquo;t really moving but the effects work to insinuate that they are they somewhat. Just growing.</p><p>You know I think this is where Carrie comes into El&rsquo;s story with the school thing. Like when Carrie got her period she exploded the lights. If she were to ever go to school she&rsquo;d probably kill one of those bullies in the audition tapes. </p><p><br></p><p>Do you think she&rsquo;s got Brain damage? Or is she just healing? Has the mind flayer blocking her abilities? You&rsquo;re really smart so I Thought I&rsquo;d ask your opinion on it. I love you bro.</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you for your kind words.</p><p>I&rsquo;ve answered before that I think El&rsquo;s powers being gone are definitely related to her getting bitten. We&rsquo;ve seen her drain herself before, and arguably worse, like when she closed the Gate. She always just needed rest to be able to recuperate. It&rsquo;s now been months without her being able to do anything, though.</p><p>I&rsquo;m just doing bite-sized answers for now (I&rsquo;m getting a ton of Asks today), but you can look up where I&rsquo;ve spoken about it before <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/651191570431885312/ive-been-thinking-about-els-loss-of-her-powers">here</a>. </p><p>I&rsquo;ll honestly be annoyed if her powers just suddenly come back. It would end up being such a glaring plot device to keep her from finding Hopper. I think learning to live as a &ldquo;normal&rdquo; girl without powers would be an important bit of character development for her. </p><p>I&rsquo;m thinking the Carrie thing might more closely relate to whatever happens in that Lab teaser we got. I don&rsquo;t know that we&rsquo;ll get too much of El and Will at school. The bulk of the season likely occurs over Spring Break. Still, it&rsquo;s possible.</p>
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Question: <p>I personally believe that to subvert our expectations, Mike is gonna be the one to confess to Will. Only for Will to turn him down at first. (And maybe tell him that he returns those feelings as well later on in the season) </p>
Answer: <p>I can see it. I mentioned earlier today that Will might have the harder time with it due to being bullied in the past. He wouldn&rsquo;t want his dad and bullies to be right.</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 654918386741018624
Date: 2021-06-24 23:54:04 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/654918386741018624
Slug: congratulations-on-1200-followers-it-is-deserved
Reblog key: DgqPdQj4
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Congratulations on 1200 followers! It is deserved. This question is one you've answered before, but I'm curious for an update if there is one. Have you got any favorite (and I guess more recent) Byler (or any other niche) fanfics? Thanks! ^_^</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you!</p><p>I think I&rsquo;ll stand by my last list. There&rsquo;s been some rather creative fics in the past year or so, but I&rsquo;ve noticed a trend towards more, ahem, mature themes. It&rsquo;s just a bit uncomfortable for someone my age to read them, even with the characters being aged up. I feel like it&rsquo;d be creepy for me to recommend them.</p>
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Question: <p>Tbh I want steddie to happen so all of those..... h*rringr*ve shippers can just goes away.</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t like that ship myself, but I doubt putting Steve with Eddie would do anything to stop it.</p>
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Question: <p>Congrats on milestone, just want your thoughts on each of these personal theories and questions. I think Jopper, Lumax and Jancy are not endgame and that one of each of these pairs will die to fulfil this. Apart from Mike, Will, Robin and maybe Vickie no other characters are LGBT. Who will Mike and Will come out to first respectively? Who is your least favourite of the 6 kids?</p>
Answer: <p>Whoa, whoa, unfair to ask me who my least favorite is. I appreciate them all.</p><p>As for endgame ships, out of the three you listed, I see Jopper as having the best shot. They have their issues, but they seem to have potential if they can deal with their own individual first. It&rsquo;s those issues that really get in the way of them being a good couple. </p><p>I really can&rsquo;t get behind the couples not being endgame because one person from each dies. That just seems needlessly cruel. I&rsquo;m not a fan of main characters dying &ldquo;to show anyone can die&rdquo; to begin with. It&rsquo;s just done as an emotional gut punch, appropriate only on longer running shows that need things to spice things up every so often.</p><p>As much as additional LGBT characters might seem to push the boundaries of believability, it would be an odd thing to argue about on a show with monsters and superpowers. There are definitely more LGBT people in that town, though them all just happening to know each other is a bit hard to believe. That said, I agree that those four would likely be it.</p><p>As for who Mike and Will would come out to first? Will would most likely tell someone in his family. Mike would probably tell Max or Nancy. No reasons, just hunches I have.</p>
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Question: <p>I don't think Max is interested in Dustin right now, or that he has any issue with her and Lucas dating. But I'm wondering if they're going to grow closer. Dustin is finding himself away from the gang, becoming a "dad friend" to Erika and taking good advice from Steve, while Lucas is behaving immaturely repeating lazy sexist advice. And we can already see Max hiding her sadness from him. I wonder if she'll grow closer to Dustin and further from Lucas in the season ahead, paralleling M/W/E.</p>
Answer: <p>Dustin&rsquo;s maturity may be what changes things for him with Max. As quirky as he is, Dustin is far more mature than his friends, at least as of Season 3. The fact that he was <b>giving </b>Steve advice was hilarious because it was far better than what Lucas was telling Mike. He may have been wrong about Robin being the right one for Steve, but he was right that she was the right sort of person for him. It&rsquo;s for the best, I think, because now Steve can appreciate true friendship through Robin.</p><p>As unfortunate as it would be to see Lucas continue down the road he was on in season 3, the writing may be on the wall here. Dustin doesn&rsquo;t care about &ldquo;primitive social constructs&rdquo; like popularity, so he isn&rsquo;t interested in putting on a show for people like Lucas did in season 3. He&rsquo;d be able to put his full attention on Max&rsquo;s needs. I just hope Lucas learns from the experience instead of being bitter over it.</p>
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Question: <p>With all this talk with Mike being jealous of Max, do you think that&rsquo;s foreshadowing a friendship between Max and Will in the 4th season?</p><p>Like maybe Max is trying to contact El but is unable to get to her since she&rsquo;s doing something(maybe hanging out with Joyce?) but Will is there and they form a friendship. </p>
Answer: <p>Friendship between Max and Will would be nice, but I don&rsquo;t recall seeing any real foreshadowing of it. I say this knowing full well that my readers will totally call me out on it if I&rsquo;m forgetting. Let me have it!</p><p>Personally, I&rsquo;d like to see a continuation of El&rsquo;s friendship with Max. I think it would be good for the both of them. There&rsquo;s no reason Max can&rsquo;t be friends with both of them, of course, and the way you set it out is believable. Will and Max both outcasts in their own way since they don&rsquo;t fit the societal expectations for men and women, respectively. </p><p>Please, I don&rsquo;t want to see a cliched jealous!Mike, though. His hostility with Max has gone on long enough already.</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;ve seen a lot of speculation on Steddie happening(Steve x Eddie) and what do you think of that? </p>
Answer: <p>I am aware of no real reason to think they get together. If it&rsquo;s because Steve is seen wearing what looks like Eddie&rsquo;s denim vest, then it&rsquo;s pretty flimsy reasoning. There&rsquo;s other possible explanations for how that happens.</p><p>I have no opposition to the idea, but Steve has never shown the slightest indication that he might be into guys. They would need to be careful with that because this is what causes people to react that a character was written gay to pander to the LGBT community.</p>
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Question: <p>Is that &ldquo;Mike being sad he lost El again&rdquo; description in the script or has the cast or someone mentioned it? </p>
Answer: <p>No, it&rsquo;s just the reaction I was seeing from general fans of the show after season 3. It&rsquo;s amazing how many fans out there, and I&rsquo;m not even talking about the Mileven fanbase, who think Will is just a background character or a plot device.</p>
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Question: <p>It's funny how people read the same scene differently. I'm with that anon, when Nancy was dancing with Dustin and telling him girls that age don't know what they really want, it seemed like she was talking about Max, not just the girls at the dance. And obviously Nancy's first relationship was with Steve, who she thought she loved but actually didn't. I read it as saying Lucas will be Max's Steve, and Dustin will be her Jonathan. And then season three sees Dustin maturing a lot faster than Lucas</p>
Answer: <blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>&ldquo;I like Suzie, but I&rsquo;m not expecting her to stick around. She feels like a  summer love to me. Personally I&rsquo;m not sure Max and Dustin would have  much romantic chemistry, but it hasn&rsquo;t been tested, so the actors could  surprise us. My memory is hazy but the Princess Daphne thing definitely  wasn&rsquo;t the only piece of foreshadowing for Dustin eventually &quot;getting  the girl&rdquo; in s2. Does anyone else remember? I&rsquo;m actually a Lumax fan but  I&rsquo;ve thought Dustmax would be the endgame since my first watch.&ldquo;</p></blockquote><p>Wow, look at how quickly I got called out for being wrong here. Heh, well, when you&rsquo;re wrong, you&rsquo;re wrong. These came in while I was writing my last reply, so I guess you managed to get your points across before I even read them. </p><p>What can I say? You&rsquo;re both right. Hopefully Lucas learns from this experience.</p>
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Question: <p>"You'll win Princess Daphne one day, but until then she's mine"? That was pretty blatant. It felt like they were setting up Lumax as a first relationship, but Dustin as Max's endgame. Suzie feels like a puppy love too. All the pet names and special songs are as immature in their way as Lumax's constant break-ups. I mean, kids will be kids, but it would create a theme for s3, which Mileven would also fit, of first loves not being forever loves.</p>
Answer: <p>Fair point. I forgot about that. Now that I think about it, Nancy did tell him that girls are dumb at that age, and that girls would like him later. It could be a situation where Max comes to be able to see past Dustin&rsquo;s less conventional behavior (aka his nerdiness) to see the good guy he in underneath of it. Set photos have shown them having at least one scene together. </p><p>All of the relationships with those kids so far is simply puppy love, really. Mike, Dustin, and Lucas all get into relationships with people they&rsquo;ve only known for a short amount of time. Problems are to be expected. In Dustin&rsquo;s case, all it takes is one big storm to tear down Cerebro, and there goes his relationship with Suzie. I wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised if he and Suzie have called it quits before the events of season 4. First loves are very rarely forever loves, partially because we aren&rsquo;t dating for the right reasons, and we&rsquo;re still learning how to navigate relationships.</p>
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Question: <p>I'm with you, the Ted hate feels disproportionate. He and Karen have made mistakes, but they're fundamentally good people and I believe they can change for the better, and use those mistakes to help set their kids on the right path. Sometimes to be really sure of the right choice, you have to have lived the wrong choice. If the Wheeler kids find unconventional love more emotionally enriching, I think both their parents might understand and one day encourage them to fight for that.</p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s what I&rsquo;m hoping for. Karen shouldn&rsquo;t be the only one allowed to turn it around as a parent.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think Max and Dustin are going to end up together? It felt as if this scenario was being foreshadowed HEAVILY in season two, but was dropped for season three. I'm curious what other fans think</p>
Answer: <p>Not really. The only foreshadowing I saw in that department was that Dustin would learn to get over her (when he cheered up by dancing with Nancy), and he did. He seems perfectly fine with his long-distance relationship with Suzie, and has no apparent issues with Max and Lucas dating. For her part, Max never really seemed interested in Dustin that way.</p><p>But, hey, anything is possible with teenage dating.</p>
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Question: <p>(Ted anon again, I have one more thing to add)</p><p>That's not to say that Karen is a stellar example of parenting, either, but at least she makes more of an effort than Ted does. And once again, I'm not saying that Ted is some evil, horrible person. I'm simply saying that it's important to make an effort with your children, and when you don't, there are negative ramifications.</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, I agree with you about that. I think that, if the Duffers care to show it, this could be Ted&rsquo;s main character arc. Hawkins is most likely under siege next season. Ted won&rsquo;t be able to stay blissfully ignorant of it all. He&rsquo;s about to find out what&rsquo;s been going on while he hasn&rsquo;t been paying attention to his kids. I&rsquo;m hoping he survives in order to learn something from the ordeal.</p><p>I apologize if I came off a bit defensive in my response to your initial Ask. I just tend to see a surprising amount of Ted hate in a world with far worse fathers than he is.</p>
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Question: <p>Hello there! Love your posts. Some of them get a bit long though, and they're hard to scroll past on the dashboard. Would you consider putting a "read more" on your longer answers? Either way, thanks!</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, that&rsquo;s a fair request. I&rsquo;ll try to do better with that.</p><!-- more --><p>Thanks for the advice and your kind words.</p>
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Question: <p>What do you think will happen to Lucas and Max as friends and as a couple? </p>
Answer: <p>I can&rsquo;t say I&rsquo;m optimistic about their future as a couple. They were cute while they lasted, and I loved the banter that they shared. There was clearly a comfort level that allowed them to be playful with each other. Unfortunately, we learned from Lucas that Max dumped him five times in the 8 months or so that they were together. It wasn&rsquo;t something he ever seemed terribly concerned about, either. The fact that he continually gave Mike bad relationship advice, while acting like some expert on women, is typical early teen behavior, but it&rsquo;s also why early relationships tend not to last. Bear in mind that Lucas himself was given bad advice from his father, leading him to think all he has to do is apologize and buy a woman something if he makes her mad. The whole &ldquo;she&rsquo;s never wrong&rdquo; bit always struck me more as &ldquo;it&rsquo;s best not to argue it&rdquo; than an actual claim that his mom is never wrong. Lucas and Max are both still learning about dating, and sometimes this learning is done the hard way.</p><p>Their trajectories are very divergent at the end of season 3. Max is shown to be hiding how upset she is. She seems all fine and good while they&rsquo;re all helping the Byers pack, and she&rsquo;s no more or less upset than anyone else during the goodbyes. Hell, she even has fun poking at Dustin with Lucas by singing Neverending Story. However, they make a point to show her upset in her room alone afterwards. Lucas is a decent guy, and he cares about Max, but he&rsquo;s also shown to be unaware of how to maintain a relationship. He&rsquo;s so proud of himself for having a girlfriend that all the sweetness he showed in season 2 is replaced with cockiness. I&rsquo;m thinking Max didn&rsquo;t feel he was mature enough for her to open up to him about what the events of season 3 did to her. </p><p>Maybe Lucas will mature enough for them to get back together, but I&rsquo;m not counting on it. I think they still like each other enough to still be friends, though. I imagine we&rsquo;ll get some scenes where they&rsquo;re awkward around each other. Maybe they aren&rsquo;t talking to each other, putting Dustin in the middle to get information about each other, at least until Dustin snaps and tells them to get their shit together. I think that whatever threat they have to deal with will make them both rethink things, either by forcing them to work together again, or by separating them and having them both worry about the other.</p>
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Question: <p>Thank you for the response. (I'm the Ted anon.) </p><p>After reading what you've said, I concede that I might be overplaying it just a bit. I still believe that Ted isn't the best father, though. I don't "hate" him, but I think that a handful of good moments don't eclipse the fact that he's mostly checked out. Tying a tie and going on some carnival rides despite his own discomfort are hardly applause-worthy activities. </p><p>Despite his attempt to talk with Mike in 1x03, he's shown to be unsympathetic when Mike struggles in s2. In s3, he's shown to be incredibly oblivious, not noticing Karen's discomfort after he states, "Well, there's someone for everyone." Those are just two examples, but I'm sure I could find more.</p><p>Maybe I'm way off base here, I just feel that far too many characterize Ted as an innocent man who's just a bit bland, and I have some concerns that you're giving more credit to him than is due.</p>
Answer: <blockquote class="npf_indented"><p>&ldquo;(Ted anon again, I have one more thing to add)<br/>That&rsquo;s not to say that Karen is a stellar example of parenting, either, but at least she makes more of an effort than Ted does. And once again, I&rsquo;m not saying that Ted is some evil, horrible person. I&rsquo;m simply saying that it&rsquo;s important to make an effort with your children, and when you don&rsquo;t, there are negative ramifications.&rdquo;</p></blockquote><p>What you&rsquo;re seeing is a family without any real emotional intimacy. Maybe it&rsquo;s just more worthy of sympathy for me because I can personally relate to it. I never really understood why my parents got together. I&rsquo;ve never seen them be affectionate with each other, and I honestly think the only reason they&rsquo;ve stayed together is that they wouldn&rsquo;t know what else to do after all this time.</p><p>Ted is oblivious to everything around him. That much is a given, and it&rsquo;s probably where Mike gets it from. I don&rsquo;t think it&rsquo;s so much a matter of him not wanting to be a good husband and father as it is him not really knowing how to be. He doesn&rsquo;t feel like he has a connection with his own family, and he holds responsibility for that. I get the sense that he feels totally incapable of impacting the world around him. He was content to just sit back and let the government agents take care of everything, trusting that they were the good guys.</p><p>Karen isn&rsquo;t a stellar parent, either. She tries, yes, but in the way a mother was expected to. She cares about her kids, and I think Ted does, too, but she makes highly questionable decisions that come across as more controlling than parenting. It really isn&rsquo;t until season 3 that she snaps out of it, and it comes after she nearly has her affair. One gets the sense that she accepts that it&rsquo;s too late for her, but not too late for her kids. She doesn&rsquo;t want Nancy to give up like she did. It&rsquo;s the most genuine mother-daughter moment they have, and it happens because Karen isn&rsquo;t trying to be a mom, she&rsquo;s trying to make sure her daughter is happy. I know that sounds like a contradiction, but when she would try to be the perfect mom, it was always in regards to some standard set by society. </p><p>There&rsquo;s no reason Ted can&rsquo;t have a moment like that. There&rsquo;s enough here and there to show he does care for his family. It comes down to what role he has to play in the narrative, if any. I think there&rsquo;s plenty of potential, especially is his marriage indeed falls apart, for him to sit down with Mike and talk to him about why it happened. He can be a good father by not trying to be this traditional, acceptable man who provides for his family and just showing he cares enough for his son to not want him to make his same mistakes. He could urge Mike to chase after what he believes in, just as Karen did with Nancy. </p><p>And, having learned from their respective situations, perhaps Ted and Karen can do a better job with Holly.</p>
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Question: <p>I totally agree with you about Ted. I'm not gonna lie, I think Ted and Karen are about equally as bad or as good as both parents and spouses. I can't imagine Ted would flirt with other women like Karen did with Billy but he's emotionally checked out most of the time. I think he's bored and unsatisfied but cares for his wife and kids. Karen is also bored and unsatisfied but she shows it trying to rebel and Teddy shows it cutting off from reality and running on autopilot. I think they both treat their children right, they're caring parents but you could say they're guilty of being unhappy people and so setting a bad example for their kids. That's what Nancy is mad about and what she doesn't want for herself. I dunno that's how I see it at least </p>
Answer: <p>Exactly. Ted and Karen are a cautionary tale. They are an example for their kids to NOT live up to. This is what happens when you convince yourself to be with someone for the wrong reasons. </p><p>This doesn&rsquo;t make them bad people, though.</p>
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Question: <p>I disagree with your assessment of Ted as "not a bad guy," and I think you're playing down Ted's issues. Sure, he's not outright violent or cruel, like Lonnie, Dr. Brenner, and Neil, but there's more than one way to poorly parent. </p><p>Ted is a father in name only. He treats his children and wife with little more than apathy. (There are some scenes in which he treats them with care, but they're few and far between). Speaking from experience, having a parent who believes you're a disappointment and doesn't really care about you is very damaging. I'm not trying to play down Will, El, or Max's issues with their (step)fathers. I'm just saying that Mike doesn't have a great one either.</p><p>It just goes to show how good Karen, Joyce, Mrs. Henderson, and Mrs. Sinclair can be! They're the true MVPs of Stranger Things.</p><p>Anyway, thank you for your wonderful blog (congrats on 1200 followers!), and I hope this question finds you well!</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s fair if you think I&rsquo;m downplaying Ted&rsquo;s issues, but I think you may be overstating them. Agree to disagree, I suppose, but I&rsquo;ve just noticed a segment of the fandom that really seems to hate Ted. </p><p>The thing is we just don&rsquo;t know Ted that well. We only see glimpses of him, and what we see is often not flattering at all, but he&rsquo;s had moments. </p><p>When Will went missing, it was Ted who asked if he should go talk to Mike. He helped Mike get ready for the funeral. In season 3, we see him napping in his recliner, with an equally napping Holly laying on top of him. He goes on carnival rides that make him uncomfortable simply because his wife and daughter are excited to do so. We even see him try (and fail) to discipline his kids, which, while less pleasant, is what a father needs to do at times.</p><p>We go on about how Karen gave up on whatever she may have wanted in order to have the ideal family. What about Ted, though? When does he really look happy? He spends most of his time looking bored or asleep. Mike and Nancy don&rsquo;t respect him, and neither do their friends, apparently. He doesn&rsquo;t even know how to speak to his wife. </p><p>Mike doesn&rsquo;t have a great father, no, but he doesn&rsquo;t have a terrible one, either. I just think he deserves better than to be treated like some dead weight Karen has to cut herself free of. </p><p>Honestly, every time I look at the season 4 movie board and see True Lies, I can&rsquo;t help but relate it to Ted. So much about it fits. A man with a boring job and a dying marriage, a wife who is restless and looking for excitement and considers an affair. I don&rsquo;t think Ted will really end up being a badass government agent, but it&rsquo;s hard to ignore. Even for a show like Stranger Things, Ted&rsquo;s cluelessness seems to stick out. I want to believe there&rsquo;s a reason for it.</p><p>I mean it when I say Ted isn&rsquo;t a bad guy. I like to think that being a boring man coasting through life isn&rsquo;t enough to qualify for that. I think he&rsquo;s as much of a victim of societal pressure as Karen is. He just might not be as aware of it as she is.</p>
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Question: <p>I kinda feel like Mike would accept his sexuality more than will tbh I think mike would act weird about it at first but I think will might take a little longer to accept his and be reluctant to admit his feelings for Mike I'd honestly prefer that then the other way around </p>
Answer: <p>Hm, I&rsquo;m not sure. They&rsquo;re sort of in their own unique situations, each with unique challenges. </p><p>Mike&rsquo;s may be easier to overcome, so you might still be right. His biggest issue is a need to be &ldquo;normal.&rdquo; It&rsquo;s a Wheeler family trait. We know Karen gave up on everything to marry the &ldquo;perfect&rdquo; man, start a family, and be the model housewife. We get shown time and time again how much she regrets it, and, if not for her love for her family, likely would have had an affair just to <i>feel </i>something. Nancy was well along that path, also. We saw Karen and Nancy butt heads over Nancy&rsquo;s choices up until Karen revealed that she was mainly scared that Nancy would make her same mistakes by giving up on everything that made her special in order to be what she was supposed to be.</p><p>I think Mike is long overdue for a similar moment with his mom. He was also on the path to becoming his parents. That point was heavily hammered home in season 3, including having him dressing exactly like both his mom and dad at parts. He gave up on everything that made him Mike once he got a girlfriend (well, minus the snarkiness), just like his mom. He also became lazy about the relationship, expecting that everything just work out on its own, just like his dad. </p><p>For Mike, I think the key point will be him seeing that he doesn&rsquo;t have to go down that same road. I know others have speculated on Karen and Ted getting a divorce. As much as I wouldn&rsquo;t like this, since Ted isn&rsquo;t really a bad guy, it&rsquo;s probably for the best for both of them. It would also be a potential wake-up call for Mike. A talk with his mom, and maybe Ted, as well, could help him see that being with someone for the wrong reasons only results in an empty, unfulfilling relationship. Were Mike to continue down that road with El, they would both find themselves unhappy eventually. Maybe Karen (and Ted?) would tell Mike that they still like each other, just not in a romantic sense, and that they&rsquo;re giving each other the chance to find real happiness. They could tell Mike that it&rsquo;s not about doing what other people say you should, but rather finding that special someone who makes you happy regardless of what anyone else says.</p><p>Now I don&rsquo;t think Mike will just magically decide he wants to be with Will after a moment like that, but I do think it would get him to start realizing that Will is who makes him happy. Will, on the other hand, has some heavy stuff going on. </p><p>Will has been bullied for being gay, including by his own father, for a long time. The very prospect that he actually is would likely be very upsetting to him. He may not even know just why Mike and El&rsquo;s relationship made him angry. Well, he probably <i>knows</i>, but he&rsquo;d be in denial about it. He may still be trying to rationalize his feelings for Mike as friendship, despite all the contrasts with how he feels for anyone else. </p><p>The sad thing is that he has family who love him regardless of who he wants to be with. Joyce and Jonathan have both had coded conversations where they express that they are &ldquo;so proud&rdquo; of him and that he shouldn&rsquo;t like something just because he&rsquo;s told to. It&rsquo;s written as thinly veiled &ldquo;if you&rsquo;re gay, it&rsquo;s ok&rdquo; even if the characters themselves didn&rsquo;t specifically mean it in that way. They&rsquo;re going to love Will no matter what. Will is unable to accept that sentiment though, in one case because he was actively possessed by the Mindflayer. </p><p>Cracking the protective shell that Will has put up would be hard. I can see Mike coming to his realization first, but being rebuffed by Will. To him, accepting Mike&rsquo;s feelings would only confirm what everyone has said about him. He&rsquo;d be conflicted, yes, and we&rsquo;d probably see that, because he really is in love with Mike. But he <i>hates </i>that he&rsquo;s in love with Mike. In this regard, I think Will needs to have his own moment with his parents, one where he gets Joyce&rsquo;s approval and unconditional love, and one where he finally internalizes just what a horrible father Lonnie has been. The thing people sometimes forget is that what little we see of Will&rsquo;s perspective of Lonnie suggests that he wants his dad&rsquo;s love.  He&rsquo;s disappointed that Lonnie isn&rsquo;t coming to take him to a ball game, despite not even liking baseball. I think Will coming to terms with himself is seeing that his dad&rsquo;s approval isn&rsquo;t something he should care about.</p><p>The key might be something as simple as having Mike and Lonnie in the same room. I&rsquo;ll let you all come up with your own scenarios.</p><p>This is all just one possibility, of course, but one that has evidence to back it up. We also have reason to believe that Will knows he likes Mike already, but just thinks it&rsquo;s hopeless. We also have reason to believe that Mike may have had something of an epiphany at the end of season 3. Of course, that can all be true alongside Mike thinking what he wants isn&rsquo;t important and Will thinking it&rsquo;d be wrong of him to try and be with Mike. I think we still have a ways to go before they get together, but it&rsquo;ll be interesting to see how it happens.</p>
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Question: <p>Congratulations on the milestone! What are some of your personal hopes along with fears for the future season? </p>
Answer: <p>Thank you!</p><p>This isn&rsquo;t an exhaustive list, but these are the ones that first came to mind.</p><p>Hopes:</p><p>Will and El bonding.</p><p>Will with powers.</p><p>El gets closure on Brenner.</p><p>Ted does <i>something</i>.</p><p>The school counselor does a good job and tries to help the kids.</p><p>Karen and Mike have a heart to heart.</p><p>Mike realizes that his feelings for Will are more than friendship.</p><p>Fears:</p><p>Main character deaths. There&rsquo;s always a lot of theories and rumors about this. Steve is once again being predicted to die. </p><p>El clings further onto Mike instead of trying to figure herself out.</p><p>Will gets thrust into the background again.</p><p>Joyce and Hopper (and Murray?) don&rsquo;t make it back from Russia in time.</p>
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Question: <p>Who are Argyle and Eddie?</p>
Answer: <p>They are two of the new characters in season 4.</p><p>Argyle was described as &ldquo;A stoner type with a deep chill philosophical vibe&rdquo; in a character description in a casting call. He was revealed on Twitter as the driver of the deliver van for Surfer Boy Pizza, and Jonathan&rsquo;s new BFF.</p><p>Eddie was described as &ldquo;80s metalhead, but nerdy and into Dungeons and Dragons/Metallica, a little scary looking at first glance&rdquo; and his Twitter reveal stated he is the leader of the Hellfire Club, a D&amp;D group at Hawkins High.</p>
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Question: <p>Congrats for acheiving this Milestone of 1200 subscribers! Can't imagine what it's like.</p><p>Since I've asked it to other people, what are your favorite songs, musics from <b>the original score of Stranger Things ?</b> </p><p><i><b>(The music made specifically for the show.)</b></i> All the seasons if possible and no number restristiction so have fun! (and even add a why you like them if you want to.)</p>
Answer: <p>Thanks! It&rsquo;s taken me two years to reach 1200. I can&rsquo;t say I ever expected to get half that.</p><p>Oooh, you&rsquo;ve given me a tough one here. There&rsquo;s so much good music in there. I love synthwave, and the Stranger Things OST is always chock full of it.</p><p>The title theme, naturally, is just out of this world (pun intended). </p><p>The First I love You is pretty awesome, too.</p><p>Destroying the Castle is appropriately sad.</p><p>The Upside Down is mysterious and creepy.</p><p>It&rsquo;s a Trap and The Hub are tense as all hell.</p><p>It&rsquo;s really hard to pick any favorites, but that&rsquo;s a short list I quickly came up with.</p>
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Question: <p>Congratulations on your milestone </p><p>Do you think these new characters will be new like new to the town or just people that have been there but never shown? Isn't Eddie supposed to be new in Hawkins?</p>
Answer: <p>Thanks!</p><p>I haven&rsquo;t really gotten the sense that any of these characters are new to town, but it&rsquo;s possible. I mean, they&rsquo;re new in the sense that they&rsquo;re previously unseen. With the kids transitioning to high school, there&rsquo;s plenty of leeway to excuse having previously unknown Hawkins residents. A few of the new characters seem to be upperclassmen, whom the Party would be unfamiliar with. I imagine Eddie is an upperclassman since he runs the Hellfire Club.</p><p>Maybe Vickie is new in town, especially if she does end up catching Robin&rsquo;s eye. How else can they justify Robin not noticing her before? Actually, regardless of whose eye she catches, there needs to be a reason she hasn&rsquo;t already done so. I think she might be the most likely to be new in town.</p><p>I realize that TV shows will get new characters simply because they weren&rsquo;t needed before, but suspension of disbelief is a thing. Hawkins is a small town, so people are more likely to know each other, even if just in passing. I hope they have a plan to address that.</p>
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Question: <p>do you have a favorite scene from stranger things? or a favorite place within the show? congrats for 1200 followers! </p>
Answer: <p>Thanks!</p><p>Favorite place? Either Mike&rsquo;s basement or the arcade. Those would have been my regular haunts if I were in that universe.</p><p>Favorite scene?</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="230" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8e10e1bf9eb8e9edc20a31166c803c06/2413b4575410e5c9-9b/s640x960/3767443c9c4f919ae085365bdf81957f03ba41ed.gif" data-orig-height="230" data-orig-width="540"/></figure></div>
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Question: <p>How do you think Nancy and Robin's dynamic would be like?</p>
Answer: <p>I think that their dynamic would at first be influenced by their preconceived notions of each other. Robin would likely still see Nancy as a prissy rich girl. We don&rsquo;t really get a sense of how Nancy sees Robin (in fact, Nancy didn&rsquo;t even seem to know who Robin was), but she&rsquo;d probably assume she was Steve&rsquo;s girlfriend. I can see a lot a sarcasm at first.</p><p>I think as they get to know each other, though, they will grow to like and respect each other. Nancy will see how calm, rational, and resourceful Robin is, and Robin will see how tough, assertive, and relentless Nancy is. </p><p>Now, I don&rsquo;t expect any romance between them (sorry shippers), but I imagine Robin will be able to see what Steve saw in Nancy. I can see them bonding over making fun of Steve, but also sharing how they both think he&rsquo;s a great guy when he&rsquo;s not trying so hard to be a great guy. I think it&rsquo;d be neat to show they both have a platonic appreciation for Steve as a contrast to the usual competitive dynamic two female characters linked to a male character would have.</p><p>I really want to see Robin and Nancy be freelance investigative journalists together. I think they&rsquo;d be very successful together, at least after the initial hurdles from not totally trusting each other yet. I can see them being the two who really crack everything wide open, but neither of them being able to do it alone.</p>
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Question: <p>Hey, congratulations on the new followers milestone &#128515; </p><p>Idk if you've answered this before, but what are your thoughts on each of the new characters? Are you looking forward to seeing them based on whatever little we know about them so far?</p><p>Which ones do you think could become the next Barb/Heather and which ones do you think will remain in the story but not within the inner circles of the main characters like Mr. Clarke?</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s really hard to say much about the new characters. We know precious little about that aside from the character descriptions we&rsquo;ve been given. I&rsquo;m not sure I can really speculate on their place in the narrative.</p><p>I will say that I want Argyle to be ok, though. Jonathan having a BFF is just nice after he&rsquo;s spent so long having to take on a paternal role in the family.</p><p>Eddie, I think, might have some importance. He almost looks like an older Mike, and I have trouble seeing that as coincidence. He could be someone Mike looks up to and emulates. As leader of the Hellfire Club, I have to wonder if there&rsquo;s more to him than meets the eye.</p><p>I think the school counselor, Ms. Kelly, could become something like a Mr. Clarke in that she might be an adult in the school that the kids can trust. Of course, as a school counselor myself, I like the idea of a caring, supportive counselor in popular media.</p><p>I really don&rsquo;t know that I want to speculate as to who dies or not, but I can&rsquo;t see more than one or two characters being important enough to return next season. We could even end the season with fewer characters than we start with. I have a nagging feeling that Hawkins&rsquo; fate is VERY bad for anyone who stays to fight.</p>
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Question: <p>Hypothetical situation since this is unlikely to happen, but what do you think of a potential group including Jonathan, Nancy, Steve and Robin? Just the four of them, and not much focus on other characters their age like Argyle, Eddie, Vickie etc. </p><p>How do you think the four of them would play off of each other if they were in the same room?</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, not sure we&rsquo;ll actually get to see them in the same room, but it could be a neat dynamic. We got the smallest taste of it at the end of season 3, but there wasn&rsquo;t much time for conversation, and the others were all there, too.</p><p>It&rsquo;s really hard to say how they&rsquo;d interact as a group. We&rsquo;ve had glimpses at combinations of them, but never all four at once. </p><p>It&rsquo;s not perfect, but I&rsquo;d organize them into a <a href="https://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Main/FourTemperamentEnsemble">Four Temperament Ensemble</a>.</p><p>Sanguine: Steve</p><p>Choleric: Nancy</p><p>Melancholic: Jonathan</p><p>Phlegmatic: Robin</p><p>They would ultimately balance each other out and make a surprisingly functional group, but there would be moments of bickering. I could see them being almost like an older Goonies, poking fun at each other, but really loving each other, and they&rsquo;d surprise a lot of people in what they could accomplish.</p>
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Question: <p>What have been your favourite outfits in ST? If you had to pick a top 5..</p>
Answer: <p>Oooh, nice one. </p><p>In no particular order:</p><p><b>Hopper - Magnum P.I. </b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="686" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e8588474d8d29a4c250bb7bfb16eef42/fd117e9884dc5775-12/s640x960/49e118e004b570b0b675d5cab80bc77b574d2ab2.jpg" data-orig-height="686" data-orig-width="720" alt="image"/></figure></div><p><b>Erica - Operation: Child Endangerment</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1194" data-orig-width="1200"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/464cca36bf999d45af4eac1efda99a3a/fd117e9884dc5775-35/s640x960/1d351b4623eea26d7fbb1fe3117111c7d8448dfb.jpg" data-orig-height="1194" data-orig-width="1200" alt="image"/></figure></div><p><b>The Party - Snowball</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="680" data-orig-width="1200"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1fcd0f7024093a3ee21f0b07a2669ba6/fd117e9884dc5775-ef/s640x960/f7ad3707008aadd7c9e6c5927723f93eef39178d.jpg" data-orig-height="680" data-orig-width="1200" alt="image"/></figure></div><p><b>Billy - Jean Jacket </b>(I totally went through a jean jacket phase in the mid 90s)</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1108" data-orig-width="1125"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/0e3264467bfda9cfd443a638088e5bd9/fd117e9884dc5775-82/s640x960/a9a74c48bf14bbb6c7da8e518aaa7c2786b97378.jpg" data-orig-height="1108" data-orig-width="1125" alt="image"/></figure></div><p><b>Steve and Robin - Job Interview</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="700" data-orig-width="1400"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2d15e83fd3e4cfc368e9c23ec901ff52/fd117e9884dc5775-7c/s640x960/596adb11f8060feea9d18a2e917526753c2b2046.jpg" data-orig-height="700" data-orig-width="1400" alt="image"/></figure></div><p><b>Honorable Mention</b> (since it hasn&rsquo;t happened yet): </p><p><b>Mike and Dustin - Hellfire Club</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ba00377a714cf7c71e9c620a752c946b/fd117e9884dc5775-ae/s640x960/d64d5779506cc7bf5f6d3f671445fee4c5160c84.jpg" data-orig-height="1080" data-orig-width="1080" alt="image"/></figure></div>
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Question: <p>Noah said yesterday that his favourite ship is Mileven so at this point how can I believe in Byler? I mean if Mileven isn&rsquo;t endgame why would he say that he likes it as a ship? </p>
Answer: <p>Well, he’s allowed to like whatever ship he wants, to be honest. He’s also still a kid, so he’s in the upper end of the age range that can be excused for thinking Mileven is a good, healthy relationship.</p><p>That said, I wouldn’t take anything he says in those little fan things he does seriously. He’s largely saying what fans want to hear, and I honestly feel like he revels in the chaos he causes with it. Just a week or so ago a fan asked him about Byler in season 4, and, after curiously asking what Byler was, he said there’s definitely more of it in season 4. He flat out made sure about what the fan was asking, and then made sure to give the answer she wanted. Given that the bulk of his fans will be teenage girls, though, it’s no surprise he’d claim to like Mileven, whether he actual does or not.</p><p>At the end of the day, what ships he likes makes no difference in what happens on the show. He’s allowed to not favor a ship involving his own character. Still, I don’t think we can really read anything in any of these fan things he’s been doing. He’s a little chaos demon, and he’s enjoying every second of it (otherwise he wouldn’t keep doing it).</p>
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Question: <p>(I'm the vickie casting call age anon) ohhhhh I didn't know that, thx for providing a source! the weird thing is that amybeth mcnulty is 19, so clearly they weren't beholden to that age.</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, I noticed that, too. Either the age was a soft requirement, or she was just exactly what they were looking for. Sometimes they create roles with actors in mind, but they still need to audition just in case things don&rsquo;t work out.</p><p>Or maybe it was just an error on the part of the source or the website. It might just be that her character is intended to be 18, so that is the look they&rsquo;re going for, though that doesn&rsquo;t explain why other high school characters have age ranges listed.</p>
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Question: <p>I could be wrong but I think the casting call was for 18 and up, not *only* 18. so it could still be for robin</p>
Answer: <p>This is what I used as a source for saying they were looking for an 18 year old:</p><p><a href="https://www.whats-on-netflix.com/news/stranger-things-casting-plenty-of-new-roles-for-season-4/">https://www.whats-on-netflix.com/news/stranger-things-casting-plenty-of-new-roles-for-season-4/</a></p><p>It&rsquo;s a bit odd, though, as some characters have an age range, like Argyle or Jason (18-25), while others have specific ages, like Vickie (18) or Jake (15). I&rsquo;m not really sure what the distinction is.</p>
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Question: <p>I think El will move on and be happy eventually after she breaks up with Mike, but I don't think it's fair that fans expect her to be fine right away. We've seen El can be jealous. We know she's feeling alone, we know she kind of hero worships Mike and uses him as an emotional support. She's still finding her identity, and we know she's insecure about not being "pretty". She's going to have some issues to work through, and that's okay. It's natural. El needs that growth, even if it hurts.</p>
Answer: <p>That basically sums it up. Just because she doesn&rsquo;t love Mike the way she thinks she does, it doesn&rsquo;t mean their relationship isn&rsquo;t important to her. It won&rsquo;t be an easy adjustment to make. As I said before, the fact that she found herself needing Mike again at the end of season 3 was largely due to her losing everything else. She will probably have a similar problem trying to figure out who she is as someone without powers. I think reuniting with Hopper will do a lot to help her with both of these. </p><p>There&rsquo;s a difference between &ldquo;I love you because I need you&rdquo; and &ldquo;I need you because I love you.&rdquo; El just hasn&rsquo;t yet figured this out, which is understandable. She&rsquo;ll get the chance, and it&rsquo;ll hurt, but it&rsquo;ll make her a more complete person in the end, instead of just being Mike&rsquo;s superpowered girlfriend.</p>
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Question: <p>Okay. So I have a tough question. Considering you have a degree in Psychology. I wanted to ask you.</p><p>After everything our characters in ST went through and what they are still going through especially characters like Will, Mike and El. We are in the 80's where growing as a teenager must've been extremely diffucult (though one might say that every generation has a tough time growing up.). We are in a coming of age story very much centered around children and teenagers and whose audience is, for the most part, teenagers or young adults. </p><p>I really didn't know how to talk about it as this subject is a very sensitive one and I preferred to chose someone who is, to my knowledge, the most qualified in that field. Sorry if it adds a pressure on you, I really don't want you to have that but I wanted to take it safe as I know it is a difficult subject.</p><p>I have wanted the show to go back to it's more mature and raw elements. </p><p>Do you think there is a possibilty that Stranger Things might, in season 4 or later, explore the subject of suicide or suicidal tendencies ?</p><p>I am sorry, I know it is a tough question but since Stranger Things each season is touching more difficult themes each time. I'd figured that at some point a show like Stranger Things will have to talk about it. Of course it doesn't have to but it's the most logical thing for me. (Also Gaten in an interview said that the characters will deal with more mature subjects.) Especially since a lot of characters do a lot of self-sacrificing actions but it's never really touched upon except maybe Hopper and Billy.</p>
Answer: <p><b>Warning: This post contains discussion of suicide.</b><br/><br/>This is a deep topic, but one worth discussing. I won&rsquo;t pretend to be some all-knowing expert on the topic of suicide, but, as a school counselor, it is something I have to be ready for. I am trained to spot the warning signs and to screen for the need for intervention. I&rsquo;ve also personally grappled with this myself. I went through a period where I honestly felt like it was the only thing I could do.</p><p>I wish to start by speaking plainly and directly. If you have ever felt like you may wish to take your own life, or know someone who does, please get any available help. </p><p>Dealing with a topic like suicide on TV is an <b>extremely </b>delicate undertaking. It&rsquo;s noble to want to address a very real problem, but the last thing that needs to be done is for it to be romanticized. At the same time, it also can&rsquo;t be demonized. Real people grapple with this. It&rsquo;s a real danger to show heartfelt mourning after a suicide, as someone grappling with it may see it as a reason to go ahead with it. &ldquo;Look how much people will miss me!&rdquo; At the same time, treating it like some cardinal sin will only make people less likely to share suicidal thoughts with those who may be able to help.</p><p>I&rsquo;ve written before that Will may consider suicide during the course of Stranger Things, so that’s who I will use for this hypothetical. It could just as easily be another character. The question is how can a fantastical sci-fi show like Stranger Things handle such a real life issue in an appropriate fashion? </p><p>I do feel like the show has so far done a very good job working reality into this sort of fantasy story. I can see it working out so long as they are careful to avoid either romanticizing or condemning it.</p><p>In my conceptualization, it will be a result of him discovering that he unknowingly created the Upside Down. Will would essentially blame himself for everything that has happened. To him, suicide would be the way to stop it all. </p><p>In real life, suicide has been found to have some common elements. I won’t go into an exhaustive list, but these commonalities include enduring psychological pain, looking for a solution to a problem (the solution being suicide), a desire to cease consciousness, and a sense of hopelessness or despair. Essentially, a psychologically tortured individual seeks a solution to their problems, and, since it seems so utterly hopeless, they decide that ending their life is the best solution. Granted, it gets a bit nuanced, but this is what it looks like from a general perspective. In most cases, it’s something an individual has put some thought into. Those thoughts are distorted, though, as an individual will almost tunnel visioned to the point that alternate solutions aren’t even considered, and it becomes more of a necessity than a desire to follow through with it.</p><p>In Stranger Things, it’s possible to map these same elements to the story being told. Many fans, such as myself, already see Stranger Things as using the sci-fi and horror elements of the show to illustrate psychological trauma. The threat of the Upside Down has steadily become more insidious and pervasive, growing from a solitary monster threatening the real world, to a possessed child commanding an army of monsters, to many townspeople being used as murderous puppets and parts of a grotesque amalgamation. It’s slowly taking over Hawkins, only ever being temporarily subdued until some new trauma brings it back worse than before. Suppressed trauma is manifesting as a consuming darkness (the Upside Down), which can be seen as a metaphor for depression. Imagine Will finding out it’s all connected to him, a result of him subconsciously trying to bottle up his trauma.</p><p>He already has the psychological pain, as it is (in my conceptualization) what’s manifesting all the supernatural horrors his family and friends have to deal with year and year. He’ll want a solution to it, and, in his moment of despair, will think that the only solution is to stop it at the source. Too many people have already died, and he’ll blame himself for all of them. He’ll decide that he needs to die in order to make it all go away. It’s not so much a desire as it is a necessity.</p><p>Now, I don’t think they’ll actually kill Will off. That would be an incredibly depressing ending, and it would more or less affirm that suicide is the only answer. I think he may attempt it, and it would take the love of his family and friends, as it always does, to save him. Ultimately, though, I feel it would be far more effective to use the narrative to show Will facing, accepting, and overcoming his past trauma. In doing so, Will would be able to end the threat of the Upside Down by making peace with it, with the help of his loved ones and professional treatment.  </p><p>In short, Will might see suicide as the only viable solution to an overwhelming darkness that just keeps getting worse. In the end, though, he’d be able to confront and make peace with that darkness, instead. How the Duffers would go about showing that is a better question for experienced writers. </p><p>I must have written and re-written this answer ten times. I’m still not overly thrilled with it, but I can’t keep stressing it. I hope it meets your expectations. This has been a touchy topic, and I tried to treat it with the seriousness it deserves. I hope the care I put into writing it comes across to those who read it. </p><p>If anyone out there reading this is currently facing their own darkness, please don’t try to bottle it up or take it on alone. It has a way of making you think you don’t have options, but you do. You just sometimes need other people to remind you of it and help you shine a light again.</p>
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Question: <p>Thank you for being critical and smart about everything Byler-related. I left the Byler tumblr fandom because I found it so annoying, everyone is screaming about things that most likely don't even have anything to do with Byler, it was so exhausting. I guess this is what it's like to be an older ST fan. I still regularly check out your blog though, because I love your takes, so thank you for being here and sharing your thoughts on this blog. I hope you have a good day :)</p>
Answer: <p>Well, thank you.</p><p>There should be room for everyone in the fandom, though. Everyone has something they&rsquo;re looking for or something to offer. I&rsquo;m sorry you felt the need to leave, but I can understand. As an older fan myself, I sometimes feel the need to sigh. I imagine I would have been much the same, though, if social media was a thing when I was that age. Honestly, it&rsquo;s sometimes refreshing to see the degree of excitement that many fans here express.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t mean to come across as superior or anything. I&rsquo;m just careful and critical by nature, and it&rsquo;s only enhanced as a result of my career. Fortunately, I feel it gives my blog something of a unique quality.</p>
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Question: <p>I don't have the link of the video saying he ships mileven but i saw it on @byler_x_foah story so u can see it from there</p>
Answer: <p>oh dear oh dear</p><p>he looks completely dead inside which is how i feel</p><p>NOAH U BETTER BE PLAYIN WITH US</p>
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Question: <p>Noahs fanmios always come through for us bylers</p>
Answer: <div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1044" data-orig-width="1576"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/973cdc6ff0e94c331367a02443b6c94a/c5ee59ce65015e10-4b/s640x960/e094ec6d2dbdcb127b5405b5988624c190f45b86.jpg" data-orig-height="1044" data-orig-width="1576"/></figure></div><p>and suddenly i forget how to breathe</p>
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Question: <p>I'm the smalltown boy mike anon- I didn't mean that they would literally play the song or he'd be revealed as gay. I just meant that he would run away because he's unhappy in some way and wants to reunite with his friends.</p>
Answer: <p>Ah, thank you for clarifying. I could certainly see that happening.</p><p>I wouldn&rsquo;t quite classify it as a Smalltown Boy moment without either the song or it being related to him being gay, though. Still, it&rsquo;s a nice speculation as to what might happen with him. </p><p>From a storytelling perspective (even though I&rsquo;m not a storyteller) I feel like there has to be more to it than &ldquo;Mike coincidentally visits the Byers.&rdquo; Your idea is along the lines of what I was thinking. By all previous indicators, he should be utterly miserable now that the Byers moved. I can see him joining the Hellfire Club (at Dustin&rsquo;s insistence) to try and recapture that feeling, but he finds it&rsquo;s just not the same. Poor Mike.</p>
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Question: <p>Noahs fanmios always come through for us bylers</p>
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Question: <p>I think mike will have a smalltown boy moment and runaway to the byers' town.</p>
Answer: <p>I like the idea, but I&rsquo;m not sure they&rsquo;d pull the trigger on Gay Mike so early on in the season. Even if they simply have the song play as he leaves, tons of fans will know what&rsquo;s coming. </p><p>I can think of a way they could set this up, though. It basically involves the cheerleader character, Mike not being interested, getting accused of being gay, being grilled about it at home, etc.</p><p>It&rsquo;s just all a bit too cliche for my tastes. Granted, I&rsquo;m not a storyteller, so my ability to write something like this is very limited.</p><p>If anyone else can suggest a good way they could give Mike a &ldquo;Smalltown Boy&rdquo; moment, please reply/reblog.</p>
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Question: <p>I think mike will have a smalltown boy moment and runaway to the byers' town.</p>
Answer: <p>I like the idea, but I&rsquo;m not sure they&rsquo;d pull the trigger on Gay Mike so early on in the season. Even if they simply have the song play as he leaves, tons of fans will know what&rsquo;s coming. </p><p>I can think of a way they could set this up, though. It basically involves the cheerleader character, Mike not being interested, getting accused of being gay, being grilled about it at home, etc.</p><p>It&rsquo;s just all a bit too cliche for my tastes. Granted, I&rsquo;m not a storyteller, so my ability to write something like this is very limited.</p><p>If anyone else can suggest a good way they could give Mike a &ldquo;Smalltown Boy&rdquo; moment, please reply/reblog.</p>
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Question: <p>I think mike will have a smalltown boy moment and runaway to the byers' town.</p>
Answer: <p>I like the idea, but I&rsquo;m not sure they&rsquo;d pull the trigger on Gay Mike so early on in the season. Even if they simply have the song play as he leaves, tons of fans will know what&rsquo;s coming. </p><p>I can think of a way they could set this up, though. It basically involves the cheerleader character, Mike not being interested, getting accused of being gay, being grilled about it at home, etc.</p><p>It&rsquo;s just all a bit too cliche for my tastes. Granted, I&rsquo;m not a storyteller, so my ability to write something like this is very limited.</p><p>If anyone else can suggest a good way they could give Mike a &ldquo;Smalltown Boy&rdquo; moment, please reply/reblog.</p>
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Question: <p>I think we are gonna get a teaser next month</p>
Answer: <p>Don&rsquo;t be coming into my Askbox with this without some sort of justification. I already got my own hopes up when I thought we&rsquo;d get something on Will&rsquo;s birthday.</p>
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Question: <p>In the spy scenario, I'm guessing the shaved head would be meant to show mental instability and get her locked up with Will, and El would not still have her powers. Discovering a new Brenner trial in the same facility would then be a kind of a horrible irony. An additional fight to free them and discover the truth as well as breaking Will out. El was trained to be a spy, so I can see that she would volunteer for this role to rescue Will. And we live in a society that already sees her as "crazy"</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, she was trained as a spy, but only in regards to her powers. </p><p>I do kind of like the idea of them trying to sneak into the mental facility only to discover Brenner is in there, though. It could be something like Ace Ventura when Melissa pretended Ace was her mentally disturbed brother in order for him to be able to sneak into a storage room to investigate. You could be on to something here.</p>
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Question: <p>It's hard to piece much together from spoilers, but my pet theory right now is that Will is the one in the hospital, and El might shave her own head to go undercover as a spy. We might think it's El being captured / new Numbers, but maybe it's more of a Girl Interrupted disguise. Or she might be so upset at the break up with Mike she does it as a reaction to that. We've seen El's complicated feelings on "pretty" before, and how Mike is connected to them. I could see a "Destroying the Castle" mmt</p>
Answer: <p>Given the choice between the two scenarios, I&rsquo;d want the first one. It is somewhat believable that El might snap a bit and try to go back to when Mike called her pretty, but I feel like it&rsquo;d be a setback for her character development to do something that extreme. </p>
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Question: <p>Gate crack anon here! Actually, I think this time El won't be the one to save the day. First, she can't seal the crack without her powers, so who knows what's been seeping out of it for months now? And second because if she does recover her powers, I think she'll push too far and burn them out again opening the Gate to try and get to Hop. And then she won't be able to close it again. And we'll get to explore a finale where El can't save the day, and see what that means for her and the others.</p>
Answer: <p>There&rsquo;s speculation, especially with the Brenner teaser, that she&rsquo;ll get her powers back during the season. I&rsquo;m not so sure, but I wouldn&rsquo;t be surprised. The photos of what seems like a shaved El photo double in the pizza van raise questions, but the idea that she gets recaptured, experimented on, rescued, and returns to Hawkins all in one season seems like a lot. </p><p>I suppose that her becoming an experiment again doesn&rsquo;t have to mean she gets her powers back. That still doesn&rsquo;t answer how we have a shaved head El again. Since that double is seen with who appear to be Mike, Will, Jonathan, and Argyle(?), it would mean that group somehow broke her out of a lab. Really? I know our heroes have been through a lot, but breaking El out of what I would assume is a heavily-guarded lab? It could be an entirely different character, since all the kids in the teaser seemed to have shaved heads, but then where&rsquo;s El?</p><p>I really hope they continue with her learning to live life without her powers. She&rsquo;s already been defined by her powers by herself, the people around her, and the fans. It would seem counterproductive to reinforce that idea.</p>
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Question: <p>hi, your blog makes me really happy.</p>
Answer: <p>Hi, this message made me really happy.</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 654157366000025600
Date: 2021-06-16 14:17:58 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/654157366000025600
Slug: i-think-maybe-it-could-be-a-russian-take-over
Reblog key: MIdSjXxR
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I think maybe it could be a Russian take over possibly caused by Dr Brenner? Not unless there's gonna be two different plots </p>
Answer: <p>Possibly. I can&rsquo;t see Dr. Brenner working with the Russians, but they may not be real Russians.</p>
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Question: <p>Yeah they&rsquo;re just wrapping up doing the huge finale stuff. The Byers don&rsquo;t get to Hawkins until ep 8-9. Also I don&rsquo;t think ST will wrap in August. I know David said Aug, but I don&rsquo;t think any of the cast know for sure when the actual wrap date is. They&rsquo;re still gonna be filming in Atlanta on July 2nd, so NM probably won&rsquo;t start until July 7th at the earliest. My best guess is that they&rsquo;ll finish in NM in early Sept, or maybe late Aug if they really hurry.</p>
Answer: <p>What I’m thrown by is the casting call for shooting in ATL July 2nd (seemingly for Hawkins stuff still). While it’s true ST wrapping often runs late/gets pushed back, enough cast have said august, and don’t some cast have some other things to film? like when does enola Holmes 2 start—there is a <a href="https://www.google.com/amp/s/deadline.com/2021/05/enola-holmes-sequel-millie-bobby-brown-and-henry-cavill-eturning-1234755267/amp/">deadline</a> article that says by the end of the year so maybe St is okay if it runs a bit over? But still, it just doesn’t seem to leave lot of time to leave for Cali/the Byers plotline filming that should be left.</p>
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Question: <p>I don't think we necessarily needed to see Will watching news about the Cold War. We see its cultural impact through the Scoops Troop. Erika gives a speech about Communism vs Capitalism, Steve and Dustin have stereotypes of what a Russian spy would look like, and they all instantly know "Russians = bad". Remember in earlier seasons the Wheelers were told El was a Russian spy, and Terry's sister joked about her being "a weapon, off fighting the Commies". The propaganda has always been there.</p>
Answer: <p>I suppose all of that could be use to support the idea that Will would just naturally be exposed to Cold War propaganda. Still, it would really help to see him watching the news or Red Dawn or something. Hell, even Spies Like Us would be <i>something</i>.</p>
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Question: <p>Stuff like the low rent Terminator is why I think season four needs to be the season where the AUDIENCE, at least, gets clued into Will's powers, even if the other characters don't. Trying to preserve the twist is why they didn't show us Will watching the Terminator or Cold War stuff, and why he was so under used in s3. But at some point you need to show your hand and move on with the storytelling itself. The twist can't be everything.</p>
Answer: <p>I do agree that it&rsquo;s time for the Duffers to start being a bit more straightforward. Not completely, of course, but a little. There&rsquo;s been a lot of clues about a lot of things in this show, but there&rsquo;s not really much we know for sure. Will being more than a regular kid is one of those things.</p><p>If those incompetent Russians with their Terminator assassin aren&rsquo;t the result of someone manipulating reality after watching movies, then I&rsquo;ll actually be pretty disappointed. They were, like the season in general, very over the top, which only makes sense if it all came from the perspective of a 14 year old.</p>
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Question: <p>The jacket steve is wearing in those new pics looks like the jacket tom Cruz wore in top gun </p>
Answer: <p>That would make sense since they appear to stop by the army surplus store that Nancy and Jonathan went to in season 1. Steve is totally the type of guy who would wear it simply because he saw Tom Cruise wear one. He previously dressed like a Tom Cruise character at the Halloween party in season 2.</p><p>I&rsquo;m more interested in the pics where he seems to be wearing a sleeveless denim vest that would definitely not be his style.</p>
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Question: <p>Speculation 4 and 5 seem accurate </p>
Answer: <p>Ha, thanks, but we really have no way of knowing for sure. I&rsquo;m basing all of these off of things I&rsquo;ve seen or read, but we lack the critical context. I try to think of reasonable scenarios, but I could be very wrong. </p><p>I remember a lot of us were very wrong about what happened at the end of season 3 based on photos we saw. Still, it&rsquo;s sort of fun to see if I get anything right.</p>
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Question: <p>Bring on the S4 speculating! Okay, for me, I think the threat of the Upside Down will come from that slightly open crack in the Gate under Starcourt, and will connect to Hopper's "Please, for the love of your dear old dad, leave the door open three inches." The Gate is not fully sealed, and as we've seen before, the Mind Flayer will find a way. The Upside Down will spread and grow. I also think anons who theorize El will open the Gate deliberately to rescue Hop could be onto something.</p>
Answer: <p>I agree, but I&rsquo;d really rather it not be a matter of El yet again saving the day when all hope seems lost.</p><p>I guess it comes down to how you conceptualize the Upside Down. Since I see it as a manifestation of Will&rsquo;s trauma, I think he needs to be a part of the solution. This is why I think El&rsquo;s efforts to close the Gate have only ever been temporary. She&rsquo;s strong, and is also part of the solution, but she&rsquo;s not the one connected to it, so she can&rsquo;t do it alone.</p>
Tags: stranger things, stranger things 4, will byers, eleven

Post id: 654080975549169664
Date: 2021-06-15 18:03:47 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/654080975549169664
Slug: i-also-think-we-could-see-will-and-mike-playing-a
Reblog key: Txu8bcWE
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I also think we could see Will and Mike playing a D&amp;D game early on in the season that will foreshadow the MF's method of attack. Like with the zombies last season. It's possible Dustin's My Little Pony conversation with Erika foreshadows s4, but I lean towards that being a s5 endgame thing. The dragon hints go back a while, and have a final battle feeling to them. I do think we might get a "Hellmouth Hawkins" in s4, with a bigger gate or Upside Down in our world.</p>
Answer: <p>There&rsquo;s always something that foreshadows the events of the season somewhere near the beginning. I don&rsquo;t know how early we&rsquo;ll see Mike and Will together, but there&rsquo;s a good chance we see the Hellfire Club playing D&amp;D.</p><p>Also, does it seem weird to anyone else that a club for the game Will desperately wanted to play in season 3 conveniently is a part of the plot in season 4? And this club may or may not be connected to what happens with the Upside Down? It&rsquo;s almost as if Will is somehow connected to the plot. </p>
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Question: <p>Part of the "Russians" plot seems to have inspired by Terminator, to the point where people got mad about it being a cheap rip-off. But the rest I've always thought was probably Will just absorbing the culture and propaganda around him as the Cold War ramped up. The way Reagan would talk about "the Evil Empire" and stuff very much created this cartoonish, nebulously "evil" interpretation of Russians. And Will's "Russians" feel like that, they're incredibly unreal. Like a child's interpretation</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, sure, that&rsquo;s probably the most logical answer. The only issue I take with it is that we never really see Will paying attention to anything in the news. There&rsquo;s no reason for the viewer to just assume this, even though kids in the 80s were generally &ldquo;aware&rdquo; of what was going on in the Cold War. </p><p>And, yeah, the low-rent Terminator was extremely obvious. If his presence was really just an homage, as opposed to a result of Will seeing the movie, then they honestly overdid it with him.</p>
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Question: <p>I've been thinking - if the "Russia" we see in the epilogue for season three is in Will's mind (or representative of his mental state) then that's really sad. His trauma started off as a shadow realm, then it became subterranean, and now as he gets older and starts repressing his feelings more consciously, it's become a prison. A literal prison. Great metaphors but they're painfully real. Can someone help Will Byers, PLEASE!</p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s a pretty nice way of looking at it. </p><p>It doesn&rsquo;t really look like the Upside Down or the underground tunnels are really gone, though. I think it&rsquo;s just being added onto based on what Will has been exposed to. Will is very much into D&amp;D, video games, and horror movies. In the three seasons we&rsquo;ve seen so far, we have references to D&amp;D, Alien, Poltergeist, Dig Dug, Day of the Dead, The Thing, Ghostbusters, etc. These are all things Will has either been shown to be into or probably would have been into based on release date and plot.</p><p>The hard part for me is Will never seeming interesting in Cold War intrigue movies. Granted, Russians were popular 80s villains, but not usually in any movies Will would likely be into. Anyone have any thoughts on this?</p>
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Question: <p>I don't know why everyone's so worried about Vickie. The casting call for Heather last season could have been worded almost the same. "A pretty lifeguard with a dark side, who catches the eye of one of our characters." And I mean, we all know how that turned out. Let's just chill and see what happens.</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s a fair point. The casting calls are intentionally vague, yet intriguing. One might even say they&rsquo;re intentionally misleading. </p><p>I can&rsquo;t say I remember seeing season 3 casting calls, but if that&rsquo;s what Heather&rsquo;s really said then the writers took some liberties by describing her that way. </p>
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Question: <p>Is it weird that the mascot for Hawkins Middle is a tiger? Wouldn't a bear make more sense? I mean, bears would be a local animal. Tigers aren't native to America. Sorry. As a non-American this just confuses me. Tigers seem to be the mascot animal for the whole town, and it seems like a strange choice. What was the tiger connection?</p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s just the way school mascots work. Wild cats of all kinds are very popular as school mascots. It&rsquo;s really supposed to be a symbol, generally a fierce one, that the school community can rally around. While it will sometimes draw on local culture (to the point of appropriating native culture), it&rsquo;s really more about a cool factor than anything else. </p><p>I don&rsquo;t know that the mascot really means much of anything. I suppose the concept might look strange to viewers from outside America, but there isn&rsquo;t really anything unusual about it.</p>
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Question: <p>I was rewatching the scene where the Flayed monster attacks El, and the funny thing is, I'm pretty sure it breaks through from the part of the cabin Will was fortifying. By the bookcase. I don't think it was deliberate sabotage by Will, but it struck me as a metaphor for how Will's defenses are weak against the Mind Flayer. Which is of course the whole problem - that Will keeps trying to block out his trauma but it finds another way in. I love how clever the filmmaking is on Stranger Things.</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t think I ever noticed that before, but it would work great as a metaphor. Considering the monster was shown to be able to break in pretty much wherever it wanted, it would indeed be a clever hint if it first broke in where Will was trying to keep it out.</p><p>I also think that scene did a good job of showing how a person can&rsquo;t deal with trauma alone. It took everyone in that cabin to fend off the monster, as even El couldn&rsquo;t do it alone.</p>
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Question: <p>I don't know why everyone's so worried about Vickie. The casting call for Heather last season could have been worded almost the same. "A pretty lifeguard with a dark side, who catches the eye of one of our characters." And I mean, we all know how that turned out. Let's just chill and see what happens.</p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s a fair point. The casting calls are intentionally vague, yet intriguing. One might even say they&rsquo;re intentionally misleading. </p><p>I can&rsquo;t say I remember seeing season 3 casting calls, but if that&rsquo;s what Heather&rsquo;s really said then the writers took some liberties by describing her that way. </p>
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Question: <p>I just think there is a lot of irony in that scene and the hospital one. Mike is making the same mistakes with Will he makes with El. He cares more when he hurts Will, but his apology still sucks and he still doesn't know what he feels, so he gets scared and tries to deflect with "we're in danger" or a joke. The difference is Will doesn't challenge this behavior like El does. He doesn't have a Max to help him. He just represses until he blows up, then pretends it never happened. I hope they talk</p>
Answer: <p>Mike was definitely going through a journey in season 3, and it led him astray for a while. He&rsquo;s trying to be someone he&rsquo;s not because doing what is expected instead of what you really want seems to be a family flaw (I really wonder what Ted gave up). I think the main problem is that everything he wanted to say to Will he instead said to El, only very disingenuously. He&rsquo;s too scared to tell Will how he really feels. The only times he does are when his fear of losing Will outweighs his fear of showing his feelings. It&rsquo;ll be interesting to see if he falls back on this behavior for a time in season 4.</p>
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Question: <p>Also, I think it was ironic because Will sharing this joke (even if it's kind of self-deprecating) was I think his olive branch to Mike. We get a whole scene of Lucas trying to apologize and Will brushing him off, but nothing similar with Mike. They just superficially smooth things over and go back to their old "friends" dynamic without talking about it. And this was the moment that happened. Will bridges the gap first, and Mike repeats the mistake he made with El of pretending nothing happened.</p>
Answer: <p>Yes, another real possibility. Will was probably hoping Mike would say <b>something </b>while they were in the back of the car. Unfortunately, things really have to be dire for the real Mike to be let out. </p><p>I like to believe they talked off camera at some point, and we&rsquo;ll get to maybe see it in a flashback. That or the fact they didn&rsquo;t talk it out will be brought up in season 4. That we see Lucas attempt to apologize, but not Mike, is very conspicuous, especially considering Mike chased after him in the rain to apologize. I get that Will chose that moment to reveal the Mindflayer was back, but c'mon Mike&hellip;</p><p>Sorry my replies today are on the short side. I&rsquo;m trying something a little different since long posts kinda burned me out. The school year is over today, though, so I <b>may </b>have time for more of my deeper analyses.</p>
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Question: <p>Oh, maybe I should explain. I agree about the sadness of Will feeling overlooked, but I also think "Welcome to my world" was funny because if the theories are true, Hawkins / the Upside Down is literally Will's world. So the Duffers putting that line in his mouth was just really funny to me, and I think they were laughing at the audience a little by hiding it in plain sight</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, I agree. I do think there could very well be a double meaning to that line beyond just being snarky with Mike. Things are often not quite what they seem to be in Hawkins, IN. I do think there&rsquo;s plenty of breadcrumbs lying around for more observant fans, and this could be one of them.</p>
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Question: <p>Have you seen the latest Geeked Week vid? I gotta say that I'm a little disappointed. I mean, sure, there's the pandemic and whatnot, but this "excuse" is starting to lose its quality (there's lots of other big shows and films that offer more teasing material or are wrapped or/and released, some of them even started shooting during covid), people are losing their patience and at this point, I feel like they want us to lose interest. I was so hopeful before the video, now I'm only bitter.&#128533;</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, disappointment is a thing, and I&rsquo;m not here to tell anyone how to feel. I often get annoyed with how long this is taking, but I also realize that it&rsquo;s a lot more involved than a show like Cobra Kai. There&rsquo;s a lot of different locations they have to use, tons of extras, and a growing cast. I can only imagine that a lot of shooting schedules ended up being in conflict due to Covid forcing things to be postponed. Any number of cast and crew could have multiple projects they need to now juggle because things were planned out before the pandemic.</p><p>I also have to remind myself that they don&rsquo;t owe me anything. They&rsquo;re giving more than people used to get in the time before social media. Disappointment is a product of expectations, and nothing drives up expectations quite like social media. If it wasn&rsquo;t hyped up days prior, I think people would be reacting differently. </p><p>I dunno, maybe it&rsquo;s just because I&rsquo;m older and have something to compare all this to. Frankly, I&rsquo;m glad I don&rsquo;t have to wait for TV Guide to preview something anymore.</p>
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Question: <p>maybe it&rsquo;s just my poor understanding of english since it&rsquo;s not my first language but why is everyone so sure Vickie is going to be someone&rsquo;s love interest? and I&rsquo;m actually more interested in what the Duffer brothers said that she will play a major, major role in the events to come</p>
Answer: <p>It seems to be based on her character description: &ldquo;a cool, fast talking band nerd who catches the eye of one of our beloved heroes.&rdquo;</p><p>Since English isn&rsquo;t your first language, some English idioms might be unfamiliar to you. To catch someone&rsquo;s eye would mean to get someone&rsquo;s interest or attention, often because of beauty or some other visible characteristic. </p><p>When used regarding another person, it is often meant to convey finding someone attractive. People seem to be in one of two camps: she&rsquo;s a girlfriend for Will or a girlfriend for Robin. Considering the casting call wanted an 18 year old (and Amybeth McNulty is 19 or so), I don&rsquo;t think it&rsquo;d be a love interest (fake or not) for Will since Noah is only 16.</p><p>She&rsquo;ll surely have a bigger role to play than just being someone&rsquo;s love interest, though, just as Max and Robin had larger roles to play when they were introduced. </p>
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Question: <p>i think that vickie, or any other characters with alt fashion, are probably going to be a part of hellfire club, looking at the current official members. </p>
Answer: <p>It&rsquo;s possible, though her bio doesn&rsquo;t mention anything about her being into D&amp;D. I would find it hilarious, though, if Dustin accidentally introduced Robin to a potential love interest. </p>
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Question: <p>Okay but Will and Mike riding together in the back of Nancy's car was adorable, and we don't talk about it enough. Why Will and Mike? It could've been Lucas and Mike, to keep up the comedy vibe the show was going for with them. But instead we got Byler squeezed in together, and Will quipping "Welcome to my world." And then in the next scene Lucas is telling Mike he's "hopeless" for not knowing an "olive branch" when he sees one (with El). Also, lol. Will's world. THE IRONY. STOP IT DUFFERS.</p>
Answer: <p>The whole &ldquo;seriously?&rdquo; &ldquo;welcome to my world&rdquo; line is a bit ambiguous. On its face, it&rsquo;s a reaction to them having to sit in the back. I&rsquo;d say it&rsquo;s a nice bit of comedy to ease the rising tension, but it&rsquo;s not really funny, if I&rsquo;m being honest. I agree that having the girls banish Mike and Lucas to the back would have been more on point and funnier.</p><p>In context, though, it seems to have a deeper meaning. To me, based on context and Will&rsquo;s resigned tone, it seems to be another reflection of his perception of himself being forgotten/unimportant. He expected to get the uncomfortable seat because the others probably didn&rsquo;t even remember he was there. His comment to Mike felt to me like a &ldquo;now you know how it feels.&rdquo; Will even stares directly at Mike when they sit down to send the point home. </p><p>I do find Lucas&rsquo; constant advice to Mike hilarious in its irony. It might work if he realized what was really going on. It&rsquo;s up there with Max telling El that Mike would come begging for forgiveness, only to have him run after Will to apologize instead.</p>
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Question: <p>I'm rewatching season three and you know what's weird? How many times the camera will literally cut Will out of frame. It happens ALL. THE. DAMN. TIME. And it doesn't make sense, because everyone in the show loves to talk about how great Will / Noah is. Sometimes you'll get the whole gang in shot, except Will. It makes me wonder if they're hiding his reactions for flashbacks later, or if they're just trying to trick the audience into overlooking him. But it is constant, and I can't unsee it.</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, I think it&rsquo;s exactly to trick the audience into overlooking him. Will&rsquo;s big story arc in season 3 is that he feels forgotten and replaced. They emphasize this by throwing him into the background or out of shot in several key scenes. Just look at the scene where he&rsquo;s setting up the D&amp;D set while Mike and Lucas are figuring out what to do about El. The focus is on Mike and Lucas, leaving Will off to the side, and it ultimately ends with Will literally shouting after them that he&rsquo;s still there. </p><p>It&rsquo;s either all intentional or the Duffers are just masters at stumbling into good storytelling.</p>
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Question: <p>Really hope will doesn't get forced into a hetero relationship </p>
Answer: <p>Oof, I really went and opened a can of worms when I suggested that some of those characters might not be from Hawkins, eh?</p><p>Look, I think all four of those characters are probably from Hawkins. I really just wanted to have a little fun speculation since we didn&rsquo;t really get what we were hoping for today. Amybeth McNulty&rsquo;s character is more likely a love interest for Robin. A &ldquo;cool, fast-talking band nerd&rdquo; sounds like Robin&rsquo;s kind of girl. The last girl she mentioned having like was into singing, after all.</p><p>That said, let&rsquo;s be mindful of how we handle this hypothetical situation with Will. I don&rsquo;t know a ton of what it&rsquo;s like now, but when I was going through adolescence (in the 90s), being LGBT wasn&rsquo;t something that was easily considered. It was actually quite a discovery, often an unwelcome one. The path to accepting that you might be LGBT back then wasn&rsquo;t terribly smooth. </p><p>I&rsquo;ve noticed that the Stranger Things fandom, even those opposed to Byler, tend to have an easier time seeing Will as gay. This often goes as far as to assume that Will is aware he is gay and totally cool with it. I disagree.</p><p>I think Will has a lot of reasons to desperately want to be &ldquo;normal.&rdquo; It&rsquo;s quite possible for someone like him to try to get a girlfriend in order to prove that he isn&rsquo;t what his dad and bullies used to call him. I would actually prefer they NOT gloss over the struggle kids in his position would have gone through back then. </p><p>So, yeah, while I don&rsquo;t think Vickie is actually a love interest for Will, let&rsquo;s not take any potential girlfriend as a &ldquo;forced hetero relationship.&rdquo; Will may need that experience in order to accept himself for who he is. Besides, it just says she &ldquo;catches the eye of one of our beloved heroes.&rdquo; Who&rsquo;s to say this is meant to indicate a love interest? For all any of us know, Will and this girl pretend to go out because they&rsquo;re both gay.</p>
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Question: <p>Really hope will doesn't get forced into a hetero relationship </p>
Answer: <p>Oof, I really went and opened a can of worms when I suggested that some of those characters might not be from Hawkins, eh?</p><p>Look, I think all four of those characters are probably from Hawkins. I really just wanted to have a little fun speculation since we didn&rsquo;t really get what we were hoping for today. Amybeth McNulty&rsquo;s character is more likely a love interest for Robin. A &ldquo;cool, fast-talking band nerd&rdquo; sounds like Robin&rsquo;s kind of girl. The last girl she mentioned having like was into singing, after all.</p><p>That said, let&rsquo;s be mindful of how we handle this hypothetical situation with Will. I don&rsquo;t know a ton of what it&rsquo;s like now, but when I was going through adolescence (in the 90s), being LGBT wasn&rsquo;t something that was easily considered. It was actually quite a discovery, often an unwelcome one. The path to accepting that you might be LGBT back then wasn&rsquo;t terribly smooth. </p><p>I&rsquo;ve noticed that the Stranger Things fandom, even those opposed to Byler, tend to have an easier time seeing Will as gay. This often goes as far as to assume that Will is aware he is gay and totally cool with it. I disagree.</p><p>I think Will has a lot of reasons to desperately want to be &ldquo;normal.&rdquo; It&rsquo;s quite possible for someone like him to try to get a girlfriend in order to prove that he isn&rsquo;t what his dad and bullies used to call him. I would actually prefer they NOT gloss over the struggle kids in his position would have gone through back then. </p><p>So, yeah, while I don&rsquo;t think Vickie is actually a love interest for Will, let&rsquo;s not take any potential girlfriend as a &ldquo;forced hetero relationship.&rdquo; Will may need that experience in order to accept himself for who he is. Besides, it just says she &ldquo;catches the eye of one of our beloved heroes.&rdquo; Who&rsquo;s to say this is meant to indicate a love interest? For all any of us know, Will and this girl pretend to go out because they&rsquo;re both gay.</p>
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Question: <p>Apparently there's gonna be stranger things news tomorrow at 9 am in the morning </p>
Answer: <p>I heard, and you can be sure I&rsquo;ll be checking around noon (I think it&rsquo;s 9am Pacific time). </p><p>I think we should all just chillax, though, since we&rsquo;ve been disappointed before. It might be something, but it also might just be a rumor or speculation. I&rsquo;ve seen hints we might get something, but nothing concrete.</p><p>Still, I&rsquo;ll be checking just like everyone else. Fingers crossed.</p>
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Question: <p>You ever going to reveal your face? :)</p>
Answer: <p>I prefer to only post things people might enjoy seeing.</p>
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Question: <p>oh agree about the main character death thing. like prime example is game of thrones which had a pattern of killing the starks during odd seasons and people were horrified after the first one but became quite used to it later on but it still fucked up in the end. i just really hope they don't kill off someone who is vital just for the sake of doing it (like hopper if the post credit scene wasn't included everyone would've completely lost it)</p>
Answer: <p>Agreed. I couldn&rsquo;t get into shows like Game of Thrones or The Walking Dead because of this. If I want to watch a show where anyone can die on a given night, I&rsquo;ll just watch the evening news. The world is already bleak and depressing, I don&rsquo;t need a TV show to remind me of it. I want to be inspired and uplifted.</p><p>As for Hopper, I think the dead (heh) giveaway that he was alive wasn&rsquo;t the post credits scene, but the fact that his body didn&rsquo;t explode into goo. I still think they should have left the reveal that he was alive for much later, but I trust that they know what they&rsquo;re doing.</p>
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Question: <p>I know someone who claims that the only reason they made Will gay is that otherwise they'd have too much of a hard time justifying a white male character potentially being the one who caused everything (ergo the most powerful psychic) and that the individual going through trauma and heavily being bullied isn't enough anymore... these days. What's your opinion on this? PS: I hope you're doing fine.</p>
Answer: <p>I must have written and rewritten a response to this five or six times, but, unfortunately, it always came out sounding rude. This might be the worst reaction to Will being gay that I&rsquo;ve seen, in that it suggests characters are only made gay for PR points. I honestly don&rsquo;t know how to respond to it without getting so frustrated that I lose my sense of grandiloquence. Unless I&rsquo;m seriously misreading the statement, I don&rsquo;t think it even deserves a response. By all means, let me know if I&rsquo;m off base here.</p><p>And, yes, I&rsquo;m doing well, thank you for asking. The school year ends in a couple of weeks, and I&rsquo;m looking forward to that.</p>
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Question: <p>(not the &#128058; anon!) "Ignore the noise, enjoy the satisfaction." I love that line! I can't wait to do exactly that. Thanks for all of your wonderful replies!</p>
Answer: <p>I realize it&rsquo;s easier said than done. I have difficulty doing so myself much of the time. Sometimes we just need to hear it from someone else.</p>
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Question: <p>Who do u think is gonna die in s4??? </p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m hoping that Stranger Things doesn&rsquo;t go the modern, edgy route by killing off main characters for shock value. The whole &ldquo;don&rsquo;t get attached because anyone can die&rdquo; trend is really cheap, if you ask me. There might be some narrative purpose to killing some characters off, but I think a story like this is begging for a happy ending, which would be hindered by major character deaths.</p><p>I think new secondary characters are a tossup, as they&rsquo;ve always been. </p><p>Don&rsquo;t get attached to any B-names, either. </p><p>As far as we can tell, Hawkins basically descends into hell in this season. This means anyone in town is more or less fair game. It&rsquo;s fair to say that the Party will be better prepared for this than the rest of the town since they&rsquo;re more likely to catch on early and more experienced with the dangers. The rest of the town, though&hellip; Well, let&rsquo;s just say I wouldn&rsquo;t want to be one of the new Hawkins residents we&rsquo;ve never seen before. </p><p>I think there will be plenty of death teases, though. Several characters might have extremely close calls. The ones I think who might get teased with deaths the most are Steve, Jonathan, and Karen. All three have narrowly avoided being killed off already, which is sometimes used as foreshadowing. They better not kill off Steve, though.</p><p>Mike has been all too willing before to put himself in harms way to protect or save El and Will, so this might make things dangerous for him. I can&rsquo;t see it actually happening, though. El and Will would both completely lose it, making any happy ending impossible. He might take a beating, though.</p><p>I also think that Will might try to sacrifice himself out of guilt and despair. If he indeed is responsible for creating the Upside Down, and he finds out about it, then he might think it&rsquo;s only fair that he die to stop anyone else from dying. He&rsquo;ll either &ldquo;succeed&rdquo; as the cliffhanger leading to season 4, or someone (like Mike) will stop him and convince him that it&rsquo;s not his fault.</p><p>Extreme, but unlikely prediction: The heroes fail in season 4. All of Hawkins is completely engulfed by the Upside Down. The entire town is effectively &ldquo;killed.&rdquo; Saving Hawkins and ending the threat once and for all would ultimately be the plot of season 5.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi. I appreciate the response and the post recs, but I think we got our wires crossed somewhere. When I said I'm a fan of Byler, I meant it. I've read everything. I'm not skeptical or doubting. The conversation I wanted to have was more about how the Duffers can ensure a more favorable reaction from the wider fandom when Byler becomes canon. And the (understandable but still frustrating) choices they made, that make the situation stickier than it needs to be. &#128058;</p>
Answer: <p><b>&ldquo;I admire the Duffer brothers but I&rsquo;ve seen even well intentioned  creators go astray in the past. I was just hoping to have a conversation  about what the pitfalls are and what I think the Duffers need to do to  avoid them. I also posted the way I did because you don&rsquo;t have  submissions turned on and I didn&rsquo;t want you to wonder which asks were  mine. But your reply gave me the impression you thought I sent too many  asks and the wolf emojis were stupid. I didn&rsquo;t mean to annoy you. Sorry.  🐺&rdquo;</b></p><p>Ah, well, I apologize for the misunderstanding. I actually enjoyed the wolf emojis (I love dogs, and wolves are close enough), and I appreciated the Asks. I was just making a little joke about getting such a large Ask on the first day of my long weekend. No worries. I still chose to answer it then instead of waiting, so that&rsquo;s not on you.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t really see the Duffers falling into any major pitfalls. From the start, they&rsquo;ve been very serious about creating the show they wanted in order to tell the story they wanted to tell. Major networks offered them contracts, but only with concessions, such as either making it a show about Hopper without the kids at all. The Duffers refused those offers, only accepting Netflix when the streaming service didn&rsquo;t try to change the project. That really says a lot about how serious they are about this. Creative control was more important to them than the financial benefits a major network could offer.</p><p>Now, of course, this doesn&rsquo;t make them immune to pitfalls. I&rsquo;m sure there&rsquo;s been some pressure from above to make changes here and there, but we really have no way of knowing what (if anything) they&rsquo;ve been nudged to do and if they gave into that pressure. I know there&rsquo;s fans out there who have talked about how Mileven was highly marketed and that&rsquo;s why it was big in season 3. If season 3 was the result of some sort of executive meddling, then the Duffers got away with something since that relationship came across very badly.</p><p>I trust the Duffers to keep to their original vision because I have no reason to believe otherwise. Yes, content creators are often pushed to compromise on their work, but, as far as I can tell, these guys have set out to resist such efforts from the start. I choose to give them the benefit of the doubt.</p><p>As for the wider fandom, I think you may be overestimating how large the portion who would reject Byler would be. It&rsquo;s true that there is a very loud and noticeable Mileven fanbase on social media, but that can&rsquo;t be used to generalize to the overall fanbase. Remember, those of us who post about Stranger Things are a small minority. Most fans don&rsquo;t go on social media about a show, especially during its offseason. </p><p>Aside from the hardcore Mileven fans, I think the overall reaction to canon Byler would be fine. There&rsquo;s sure to be the usual homophobic backlash, but that really can&rsquo;t be helped. For the more evolved fans, it will all come down to how well the Duffers develop the relationship before revealing it. Some fans are still sure to be confused if they never picked up on the previous hints. Others may finally have an &ldquo;aha&rdquo; moment along the way and be waiting for the inevitable reveal with the rest of us. In the end, though, fan reaction doesn&rsquo;t really matter too much.</p><p>The Duffers aren&rsquo;t looking to have an extended run type of show. They only decided on a fifth season when they realized four wouldn&rsquo;t be enough. They&rsquo;ve said they always knew how and when they wanted to end the show, but they just didn&rsquo;t know how long it would take to get it all done. Since it has a decided endpoint, they don&rsquo;t need to worry about fan backlash, which would be the main reason to give in to pressure. They don&rsquo;t have to worry about losing fans for the future when the future will only be one more season. Plus, it&rsquo;s good PR these days to have a positive depiction of LGBT characters. </p><p>At the end of the day, fans will react the way they choose to react. The Duffers can only do so much to nudge fans in a direction when a few of them have already made up their minds. I do think the general fan reaction will be just fine, though. I feel like every positive depiction of LGBT characters, particularly when they&rsquo;re kids/teens, results in the expected &ldquo;loud minority&rdquo; yelling about values, but the actual result is that more and more people are perfectly ok with it. </p><p>Ignore the noise, enjoy the satisfaction.</p>
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Question: <p>I believe in Byler / the DID theory, but I somewhat agree with fans who think it's currently too obscure. I just rewatched s2 and while, yes, it's undercut in s3, viewers are ABSOLUTELY encouraged to believe Mike loves El romantically. You can't blame viewers for buying what they've been sold, and being confused by an apparent 180 later on. Mike pushes Will to dance with random girl, and there are multiple instances of him pining for El in a way that seems more than survivor's guilt. &#128058;</p>
Answer: <p>&ldquo;“To be clear, I see a lot of Byler in s2 too. And I understand the show gets renewed season by season, and the Duffers have to create a piece of media that can stand alone, if they never get to tell their full story. As with season one. But if we&rsquo;re right about their planned endgame, they need to kick it up a notch and address some of the things that will confuse the audience (like Mike&rsquo;s sexuality) head on in dialogue. They need to start spelling this stuff out 🐺</p><p>The last thing anyone wants is for the reaction to such at bond re-established. 🐺  beautiful, important love story to be one of fan backlash. There will always be a certain amount of that but I truly believe it was fueled by a lot of the choices in s2. After Will&rsquo;s recovery Mike barely seems to look at him, for instance, while we get long, longing shots of him looking at El. It truly seems as if Will&rsquo;s special place in his heart evaporates the minute she walks back through that door. We need that bond re-established. 🐺</p><p>I don&rsquo;t mean to sound like a Debbie Downer, but I am a little afraid the Duffer&rsquo;s will sacrifice the story for the sake of the big shocking twist. S4 will tell a lot. If that season doesn&rsquo;t do major work in building up Byler, I just don&rsquo;t see how it won&rsquo;t all feel so eleventh hour in s5. I love picking over the show in detail on here, but the story DOES need to be cohesive to a general audience, and I understand why people worry it won&rsquo;t be, or the theory won&rsquo;t happen at all. 🐺&rdquo;<br/><br/>Well, this is quite the thing to wake up to on my long weekend. I suppose I might as well tackle it right away since you were nice enough to include little wolf emojis. </p><p>I&rsquo;ve shared many of the doubts you have expressed here in the past. It&rsquo;s only been over time that my belief in Mike and Will&rsquo;s relationship has been strengthened. There&rsquo;s nothing wrong with being doubtful. Popular media has long marginalized gay characters and issues and caricatured them even when they were included. It&rsquo;s only normal to be a bit skeptical even when it seems like there&rsquo;s a story being built. </p><p>I was initially disappointed by season 3, but, with time and discussions with others, I came to see what the Duffers were going for. There was actually quite a lot in there that supported Mike and Will having feelings for each other, while also showing that Mike and El were both worse off while dating. Are we to believe that a bunch of 14 year olds really understand their feelings? No, especially when feelings involve being gay in the 80s or when your concept of a love and relationships comes from watching soap operas at 12/13 after growing up in isolation.</p><p>I suggest that you check out this post of mine if you haven&rsquo;t already, <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/625900653239255040/why-do-you-lie-a-look-at-a-gay-mike-wheeler">“Why do you lie?”: A look at a gay Mike Wheeler</a>. It covers how Mike&rsquo;s existing portrayal can lead to a gay reveal without it being contradictory. There are reasons that Mike shows such intense concern for Will only to latch onto El once things calm down, at least in my conceptualization of it. In my opinion, Mike is confused and scared, so his mind is shifting his feelings onto a more socially appropriate target. If I had to pick, I&rsquo;d probably say this was my best post. Feel free to holler back if you&rsquo;re still skeptical.</p><p>As for the Duffers sacrificing story for twists, I wouldn&rsquo;t worry. The Duffers have shown that they are highly skilled writers, so far. To me, it would be a bigger twist that they&rsquo;d pull such a move. In this case, I think the &ldquo;twist&rdquo; is that fans are so used to conventional expectations (tropes) that they miss what is right in front of them. The Duffers have been subverting tropes since season 1. In fact, they seem to thrive on it.</p><p>I&rsquo;ll also mention that She-Ra didn&rsquo;t set sail with the ships until its final season, but the signs were always there. While I&rsquo;d prefer we don&rsquo;t get a dramatic reveal in the grand finale like we did there, it&rsquo;s worth mentioning that once one saw that Adorra and Catra had feelings for each other, those earlier moments become more clear. I think many Stranger Things fans are going to be able to see those earlier signs after the fact, and, hopefully, it leads some to question heteronormativity. </p>
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Question: <p>"This was never meant to be a kids' show." True, but that doesn't mean that it's a DID show either. And even if we do learn something about DID, that doesn't necessarily make it a good plot twist. </p><p>I think someone else in the fandom said that there aren't any "breadcrumbs" leading to the theory and I agree w them. Just because you see "breadcrumbs" doesn't mean the majority of people do. In fact, most of the fandom doesn't see it this way, and it's for good reason.</p>
Answer: <p>I don&rsquo;t see breadcrumbs. I see things that make sense now that I&rsquo;m looking at them in a certain way. That&rsquo;s how a good twist works: it seems crazy at first, but then you go back and watch again, and it all makes sense. </p><p>I seem to remember an interview with David Harbour from a while back (maybe after season 2?) where he said something along the lines that there&rsquo;s a great story being told that people won&rsquo;t necessarily see, but that will be obvious when watching a second time. I can&rsquo;t find the interview anymore, since Google searching for interviews just gives a million hits of the same most recent interview.</p><p>I&rsquo;m not saying that he was talking about the DID theory, but it suggests that there&rsquo;s a story coming that most fans won&rsquo;t see coming. That doesn&rsquo;t mean it will come out of nowhere, or that there were no hints, though. It just means that the average fan won&rsquo;t likely put the pieces together the way they&rsquo;re meant to be put together. That&rsquo;s honestly how a good twist works, in my opinion. </p><p>I don&rsquo;t know why some people are so dead set against the theory. There is evidence there, and the posts that detail this are out there for you all to read. I was highly skeptical at first, but the evidence convinced me that it&rsquo;s possible. This doesn&rsquo;t mean that it&rsquo;s definitely what&rsquo;s going to happen, but it fits what we&rsquo;ve been shown.</p><p>Based on these Asks, I can&rsquo;t help but feel like there are people out there who not only don&rsquo;t believe it, but also don&rsquo;t want to be convinced. If you have a better idea for the ending, that&rsquo;s fine, but I suggest you provide your own theory with evidence instead of dismissing someone else&rsquo;s out of hand.</p>
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Question: <p>are the comics canonical to the show? if so, do you have any theories for the show based off of the comics (such as when/if we'll see certain characters, if storylines could continue from the comics, etc.)</p>
Answer: <p>The official canon status of the supplemental material (comics, novels, etc.) is unknown. There has been some seemingly contradictory material, but nothing too major. I don&rsquo;t think we&rsquo;ll see characters introduced in supplementary material. Instead, I think the Duffers allowed others to flesh out these parts of the story because they didn&rsquo;t intend to do so themselves. </p><p>The Duffers apparently have an entire Stranger Things mythos book they use to keep the story within their original vision. It wouldn&rsquo;t be too hard to give these third-party writers some guidelines from that book to both give the writers creative freedom and ensure continuity with the &ldquo;canon&rdquo; story.</p>
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Question: <p>(new anon here!) I respect what ur saying about some ppl on here understanding the DID theory, but just because a couple hundred people on Tumblr "get it," ("it" being the did theory) doesn't mean the entire fandom and the casual viewers would "get it." idk it just doesn't make sense to use this tiny slice of the tumblr fandom to represent the entire viewerbase (atleast in my opinion).</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, I&rsquo;m not trying to suggest that. I know that we&rsquo;re a very small, and not necessarily representative, sample of the audience. I&rsquo;m just saying that if we see it coming then it isn&rsquo;t exactly out of left field. It was a response to the suggestion that it would be a twist that nobody saw coming. That was a very unfair generalization, and I wanted to respond to it.</p>
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Question: <p>Was Hop growing into a bit of a &lsquo;Abusive parent&rsquo; at all? Ppl have been discussing this with his meltdowns towards El, or even trying to separate Mike and El? Idk maybe verbally, thoughts? I love you bro (no homo)</p>
Answer: <p>Hop has problems, which isn&rsquo;t mutually exclusive with being an abusive parent, but I don&rsquo;t think he was headed in that direction. I think there are reasons for his behavior with El. These reasons help explain, though not excuse, what he did. I think overcoming these issues are core to his story, though.</p><p>I suggest you read <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/623561462972071936/how-is-jim-hopper-one-of-your-favorite-characters">this post</a> I made a little while back. It might answer your question. If not, feel free to send a more specific Ask.</p><p>Also, thank you. I love all my readers, too. You all take time to read my posts, and I greatly appreciate it.</p>
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Question: <p>Who is a better parents for Eleven out of Hopper or Joyce?</p>
Answer: <p>Hop means well, but I gotta give the edge to Joyce. She&rsquo;s shown herself to generally be a patient, loving mother who will do anything for her kids. Hopper certainly fights to the death for her and definitely cares, but he&rsquo;s too rough around the edges. To be fair, his experience as a father tragically ended when his daughter died. It&rsquo;s sort of an unfair competition.</p><p>We don&rsquo;t really have a ton to go on in terms of comparison, though, since Joyce hasn&rsquo;t been seen parenting El yet. Perhaps this will be more clear after season 4.</p>
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Question: <p>&lsquo;as someone who otherwise seems very intelligent, i wouldn't expect you to support it as you do.&rsquo;???? </p><p>Well that&rsquo;s a pretty backhanded compliment. Idc if you don&rsquo;t like the theory but people like this always get on my nerves. </p>
Answer: <p>It is what it is. Hopefully, this person just didn&rsquo;t realize how that came across.</p><p>In the long run, I&rsquo;ve actually been rather fortunate when it comes to disrespectful messages.</p><p>The only reason I really responded to it at all is that I feel kaypeace gets a lot of unfair hate. Regardless of what anyone thinks of her DID theory, she put a lot of work into it. I find it disrespectful for anyone to trash it out of hand. It&rsquo;s possible to respectfully disagree or suggest an equally well-crafted theory. </p><p>Let&rsquo;s be respectful. Behind all of these accounts are living, breathing people. We spend our time thinking, researching, and writing for these posts. Nobody is forcing anyone to read them.</p>
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Question: <p>'My biggest concern is that it will be too much for the average fan to grasp' if a story surprises the audience with a plot twist that no one saw coming and blame them for being too stupid to get it, that's bad writing</p>
Answer: <p>Clearly people see it coming if we&rsquo;re talking about it. You don&rsquo;t see it coming, which is fine since everyone comes to their own conclusions. But people also don&rsquo;t want endings that are predictable.</p><p>Nobody is saying most people would be too stupid to get it. There&rsquo;s a difference between intelligence and knowledge. I daresay that the average person isn&rsquo;t exactly properly informed as to the truth about DID and associated phenomena. </p><p>Frankly, if the theory is true, it could do a lot to help people better understand trauma, compartmentalization, dissociation, and DID. This was never meant to be a kids&rsquo; show. It already deals with several mature themes. There&rsquo;s nothing unfair about having high expectations for your audience. I may worry about people not getting it, but that doesn&rsquo;t mean they won&rsquo;t learn something from it.</p>
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Question: <p>im disappointed to hear that you believe in the did theory. it makes no sense!! its so confusing!! as someone who otherwise seems very intelligent, i wouldn't expect you to support it as you do.</p>
Answer: <p>I&rsquo;m sorry you&rsquo;re disappointed. I&rsquo;m disappointed that you couldn&rsquo;t help but take a shot at my intelligence here.</p><p>I have some reservations about the theory, but I do feel that kaypeace has done a very good job backing it up. My biggest concern is that it will be too much for the average fan to grasp. I agree that it can be confusing, but that doesn&rsquo;t mean that it is invalid. Its confusing aspects comes from the complex nature of DID and the difficulty in accurately portraying it in popular media.</p><p>I suggest you give it another go. I&rsquo;m not here to tell anyone what to believe, but it&rsquo;s unfair for you to write the theory off like this. I&rsquo;ve had many conversations with kaypeace, some of which led to me inadvertently frustrating her, but, in the end, I came away from those conversations with a respect for both her and the theory.</p>
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Question: <p>I just watched a very interesting theory on youtube about number seven being the most powerful psychic? I can't send the link but its called "The ONE Person That Could Beat Eleven In Stranger Things Season 4" by Michael Jae. Now, what are your thoughts on that?</p>
Answer: <p>Thanks for pointing me towards this. I don&rsquo;t know who this person is, or how valid his theories are, but it&rsquo;s always nice to be introduced to new, different perspectives. I don&rsquo;t know that I agree with him, but it at least gets me thinking in new directions. Also, total clickbait title, but I guess that&rsquo;s YouTube for you.</p><p>The number 7 has indeed popped up over and over during the course of Stranger Things. The first occurrence was when Will rolled a 7 in the D&amp;D campaign way back in season 1 episode 1. It only makes sense that the number holds some sort of significance, especially since it was featured in both of the recent teasers (as this video mentioned). </p><p>I think it&rsquo;s a stretch to assume that 7 refers to yet unknown lab subject who will be a villain. When the Six comic was being made, the author said she was given no particular guidance or restrictions regarding lab subjects except that she couldn&rsquo;t use the number 001. This really suggests that the Duffers had no particular plans for any of the other subjects to the extent that they&rsquo;d be concerned with a continuity. Now, it&rsquo;s possible that this was an answer that she was told to use if asked, but I think we have to take it as true until we know otherwise.</p><p>The problem with theories like these, and mine for that matter, are that we are trying to piece together a puzzle without any idea of what the whole thing looks like. We&rsquo;re looking for matching ends or colors and trying to create something that makes sense, but it&rsquo;s very possible to piece things together all wrong. We know the number 7 is significant somehow, but we don&rsquo;t know how. We know clocks have been prominent in season 4 teasers, but we don&rsquo;t know what it means. We know Will has been connected to all of this since season 1, but we don&rsquo;t know why.</p><p>I honestly don&rsquo;t want 7 to be another subjects who ends up being a villain. Such a person would likely be no older than Kali, and it would be a tragic story to have such a young villain need to be defeated since he or she would probably only be a villain due to a history of trauma. I also don&rsquo;t want 7 to be some new, all powerful ally. We already have so many characters. </p><p>I mean, new characters are inevitable, but I don&rsquo;t want new ones overshadowing established ones. People already think Will is just a background character they are struggling to fit into the story, and Lucas was unfairly cut back in season 3. If we do end up seeing other lab subjects, then I prefer something like kaypeace21&rsquo;s theory where the lab subjects are actually different parts of a DID system.</p>
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Question: <p>https://www.out.com/popnography/2016/8/31/exclusive-stranger-things-david-harbour-seducing-jake-gyllenhaal-fighting</p><p><br></p><p>Opinions on this interview? (specifically the part about Will being gay) It circulated around the Byler community on tumblr a few months after S1 came out but I don't think anybody here knows about it now.</p>
Answer: <p>I have to admit, I&rsquo;ve never seen this interview. I didn&rsquo;t really get into the fandom until after season 2. Thanks for pointing this out to me. If you try to search for interviews now, you tend to get the same few from a million different sites.</p><p>Now that I&rsquo;ve read it, I&rsquo;m not sure it really gives us too much. David does an admirable job of avoiding saying whether or not Will is actually gay. Naturally, Out.com assumes what many of us do, leading to them stating it as a fact, and David just says &ldquo;I love that interpretation.&rdquo; We don&rsquo;t really know what David did or did not know when he gave that interview, so it&rsquo;s hard to say if he&rsquo;s avoiding confirming Will as gay, or if he just legit likes the interpretation.</p><p>One thing in the question that got me thinking was the idea of the &ldquo;faceless monster who wants to kill&rdquo; the gay kid. That&rsquo;s honestly a great way to look at how scary the world can be for a gay youth, particularly one like Will who would feel so isolated in a small town like Hawkins in the 80s. One of my earliest theories, going all the way back to after I first watched season 1, was that the Upside Down represented the closet. Will got out safely because he had loving family and friends. I&rsquo;m not sure this idea really stood up over the next two seasons, but it&rsquo;s nice to see I wasn&rsquo;t the only one to be thinking along those lines. We all experience fiction through the lens of our own histories.</p><p>I admit to only watching Brokeback Mountain once (it was a painful story to witness), and I never realized he was in that.</p><p>The rest of the interview is mostly just fun, with the interviewer commenting on fans being into his butt or him being an icon in the bear community. It&rsquo;s nice to see masculine actors be this comfortable with being admired by the gay community.</p>
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Question: <p>jonathan isn't a foil to billy, wtf is this nonsense have you even watched this show</p>
Answer: <p>Do you know what a foil is&hellip; its when 2 characters are placed in a story to contrast eachother ( aka highlight <b>differences</b> between the 2). Sometimes foils have similarities to eachother just to highlight a key difference between the 2. 🙄</p><p>Both had their dads shove them into walls,both had a parent abandon them. Both had dads that forced their son named William into baseball and called their sons named William h*mophobic names. Heck both Williams are even into atari/ were flayed by the mf. Jonathan tells a story where his dad made him k*ll a rabbit- to &ldquo; teach him &rdquo; how to be more like him. Hargrove (Billy&rsquo;s last name) - means &ldquo;Grove filled with rabbits&rdquo;. And in s4 it&rsquo;s rumored Jonathan works at &lsquo;surfer boy&quot; pizza. And who was a surfer boy in s3&hellip;billy. Both jonathan and billy are into rock music,love their mom, and both attack steve after a sibling dissappears. <b>Yet the &ldquo; difference&rdquo; is  jonathan is a good sibling to Will ( and internalized his mother&rsquo;s teachings)  and billy internalized what his dad taught him and thus ab*sed max (his younger sibling). And continued the cycle of ab*se.</b></p><h2>Maybe you haven&rsquo;t &ldquo;watched the show&rdquo; and don&rsquo;t even know what a &ldquo;foil&rdquo; is &hellip; </h2><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="456" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f16fea91e6d5a862485ddfb9b7a24610/255bd30c6e770905-de/s640x960/be60985a06471d9f5ad11250d35acffbbfe93e65.jpg" data-orig-height="456" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="278" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9f4549efb94ecd7590baa1c77ab3e1f8/255bd30c6e770905-f5/s640x960/f17e4dfe41ef702f0aa1fe135c55e3b82b844266.jpg" data-orig-height="278" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="266" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6fc1d01e38a96f0a4a49c0dffc08361b/255bd30c6e770905-96/s640x960/33865c6d3325e699dc2abd68bf3ee327f47f9ae7.jpg" data-orig-height="266" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="603" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/159ebbc008284229511187efbbd9beee/255bd30c6e770905-80/s640x960/ea88903acf6786d792c8da60e1f779acb6539969.jpg" data-orig-height="603" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div>
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Question: <p>Opinion on Eleven being &ldquo;Bullied&rdquo; in season four? </p>
Answer: <p>I don’t know that we really have enough to go on to say for sure, but I can see it potentially happening. </p><p>El’s social skills and awareness are severely lacking. She’s never gone to school with other kids unless you count any possible interaction she had with kids at the Lab. Given her limited vocabulary and other social skills, I’d wager that any such interaction was severely limited, though. Her lack of a formal education would also result in her being in remedial classes, if not full-fledged special education or homeschooling. This would, sadly, only further any social ostracization she experiences. </p><p>There’s a real possibility she could be targeted by the “cool” kids, and, without powers, she would be unable at a loss as to how to handle it. We see her deal with the stuck up girls in season 3 by exploding a drink. Unfortunately, she’s just never had to deal with a problem in a mundane way. </p><p>Carrie is on the season 4 movie board (EDIT: Well, I THOUGHT it was on the list, but it looks like I was wrong now that I’m looking), though we don’t really know why. It’s not hard to hypothesize that it could relate to El in some way, though. Carrie was cruelly bullied until she snapped, unleashing her psychic powers on her entire prom. I would really hope for better for El, though, as it would be extremely hard for her to come back from something like that. Plus, it almost seems too obvious that Carrie would relate to an El plotline. </p><p>That said, Billy Madison is also on the movie list, and when I think of a plot involving an older person going through elementary school&hellip;</p><p>Yeah, that would probably get El bullied. I doubt she’d literally be in elementary school, but you can see what I mean here.</p><p>It sounds terrible, but I feel like this is something El would need to experience. She’s been so dependent on her powers that she’s never had to worry about much besides surviving, escaping from, and hiding from Brenner and the Upside Down stuff. There’s never a justification for bullying, but, as a plot device, it could serve to grow her character beyond her powers. If and when she gets her powers back, I’d like her to have grown to the point where she wouldn’t feel she needs to use them as much. It might even be an impetus for her to bond with Will. Who else would be able to understand what she’s going through?</p><p>I wish I could go further into your question, but I just don’t know that I have enough information to be specific. It’ll be interesting to see how right any of us are once season 4 (finally) gets here.</p>
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Question: <p>Opinion on Eleven being &ldquo;Bullied&rdquo; in season four? </p>
Answer: <p>I don’t know that we really have enough to go on to say for sure, but I can see it potentially happening. </p><p>El’s social skills and awareness are severely lacking. She’s never gone to school with other kids unless you count any possible interaction she had with kids at the Lab. Given her limited vocabulary and other social skills, I’d wager that any such interaction was severely limited, though. Her lack of a formal education would also result in her being in remedial classes, if not full-fledged special education or homeschooling. This would, sadly, only further any social ostracization she experiences. </p><p>There’s a real possibility she could be targeted by the “cool” kids, and, without powers, she would be unable at a loss as to how to handle it. We see her deal with the stuck up girls in season 3 by exploding a drink. Unfortunately, she’s just never had to deal with a problem in a mundane way. </p><p>Carrie is on the season 4 movie board (EDIT: Well, I THOUGHT it was on the list, but it looks like I was wrong now that I’m looking), though we don’t really know why. It’s not hard to hypothesize that it could relate to El in some way, though. Carrie was cruelly bullied until she snapped, unleashing her psychic powers on her entire prom. I would really hope for better for El, though, as it would be extremely hard for her to come back from something like that. Plus, it almost seems too obvious that Carrie would relate to an El plotline. </p><p>That said, Billy Madison is also on the movie list, and when I think of a plot involving an older person going through elementary school&hellip;</p><p>Yeah, that would probably get El bullied. I doubt she’d literally be in elementary school, but you can see what I mean here.</p><p>It sounds terrible, but I feel like this is something El would need to experience. She’s been so dependent on her powers that she’s never had to worry about much besides surviving, escaping from, and hiding from Brenner and the Upside Down stuff. There’s never a justification for bullying, but, as a plot device, it could serve to grow her character beyond her powers. If and when she gets her powers back, I’d like her to have grown to the point where she wouldn’t feel she needs to use them as much. It might even be an impetus for her to bond with Will. Who else would be able to understand what she’s going through?</p><p>I wish I could go further into your question, but I just don’t know that I have enough information to be specific. It’ll be interesting to see how right any of us are once season 4 (finally) gets here.</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;ve been thinking about El&rsquo;s loss of her powers at the end of st3 a lot. The show clearly depicts that after three months she still hasn&rsquo;t &lsquo;recharged&rsquo; enough to get them back. I know most people think it might be some lingering parasitic infection caused my having the MF inside of her but her body language in the scene where she is trying to pull the bear from the shelf honestly makes me think it may be some kind of mental block or trauma that is preventing her from dipping back into that well of power. I was wondering if you had any thoughts on this? </p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, this is something that I’ve gone back and forth over. I wouldn’t be surprised if your theory is what they go with. I would see it as a surprisingly mundane explanation, but it would also allow for a “simpler” resolution once it’s figured out. It’s a good theory, as mental blocks are true-to-life debilitating conditions. I can see it maybe working, but they’d have to do some explaining.</p><p>Truth be told, El basically had to lose her powers to allow for the  characters to believe Hopper was dead. Otherwise, El no doubt would have  tried at least once, out of desperation if nothing else, to locate him.  To me, this could only work if they try to say something like “El was so  afraid to reach out with her powers and not find Hopper that she  couldn’t bring herself to use her powers. If she has no powers, she  doesn’t have to find out.”  </p><p>This theory just doesn’t make much sense to me personally, given what we do know. She’s overexerted herself before, and each time she’s been physically and emotionally drained. It’s never been a case where she’s been unable to use her powers, only that she was too exhausted to do so. </p><p>This is something new, and it occurred shortly after she was bitten by the monster and had that part of it inside her. That’s the only distinguishing factor that I can see. Well, that and the fact that it’s the first time she’s been successfully attacked by the Mindflayer.</p><p>Now, what we saw in season 3 wasn’t the true form of the Mindflayer, but, as a thrall (or amalgamation of thralls) it still may have contained many of its properties. One property of a Mindflayer (in D&amp;D) is that it devours the brain of its target. El’s brain no doubt would have been of particular interest to the Mindflayer. If I recall correctly, when the creature was removed from El’s leg, someone (Jonathan?) throws it away from the group, but the camera makes sure to show us that it reunites with the monster. I really do think that it possesses her powers now.</p><p>I’m sure a lot of people have their own theories on this, and it can depend a lot on how one conceptualizes El and the Upside Down/Mindflayer. </p><p>Personally, I see the Upside Down as being a pocket dimension unknowingly created by Will, and accidentally breached by El. This is where Will has compartmentalized all of his past trauma, but it wants out. The Mindflayer is essentially his dark side. Will is tired of being unwanted and powerless, so the Mindflayer seeks to gain power and take over everyone and everything. This can help explain why Will was captured but not killed in season 1, possessed but not harmed in season 2 (”not me, everyone else!), and more or less left alone in season 3. I really think the Mindflayer is acting sort of like an evil genie. Will’s darkest thoughts, many of which he may actively be repressing, are being twisted and brought into being in a way he’d never want. </p><p>El is not only a threat to the Mindflayer itself through her powers, but she may also be interpreted as a threat to Will as a result of Mike wanting to spend all his time with El. That’s probably more than enough reason for the Mindflayer to target her. It’s too much of a coincidence for me that Will tends to sense the Mindflayer at moments of heightened emotion, particularly involving Mike and/or El. I don’t think Will wants those feelings, though (”I’m not gonna fall in love.”) since it would mean his dad and the bullies were right, so they get pushed down to become part of the Mindflayer, giving it more to work with.</p><p>Perhaps I’m too biased since I’m a big fan of Will. I’m sure you already knew that when you asked me, though. I suppose we’ll find out in season 4 when we can see if there’s anymore connections between Will and the Mindflayer and/or Upside Down. If something happens to Will around the same time everything starts going crazy&hellip;</p><p>Personally, I feel like this could be a blessing in disguise for El. She’s long been valued mostly for her powers in-universe, resulting in her having little else in terms of an identity. Her having to learn to find her place in the world without them could be a good thing. Even if she ultimately gets the powers back, she’ll be a better, more actualized person because she lost them. Unfortunately, I don’t think getting them back will be a fun experience for her. Whether it’s a mental block or something more supernatural, I imagine Brenner will be involved (for his own selfish purposes) in overcoming it.</p>
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Question: <p>I love you and your work! You make my day.</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you. <b>This </b>makes <b>my </b>day, too.</p>
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Question: <p>Just wanted to swing by and say how much I love your blog! It's rare to get such a grounded, adult perspective on ST. Even rarer for Byler. Blogs run by younger fans are often too modern in their expectations - I've seen people claim Byler will openly date or even marry. In the 80s! And there's a lot of tumblrspeak about "disaster gays" and "smol beans" that just makes me uncomfortable. Maybe I'm too old for it but it feels fetishizing and demeaning of the characters. You're much more respectful</p>
Answer: <p><i>“ I appreciate that would be a divisive thing to post, but I just wanted  to let you know how much I appreciate you being the adult in the room.  You know what you&rsquo;re talking about, and it shows. Even the way you go  back and forth on how canon Byler will be matches my own feelings and is  refreshingly honest, in a landscape that demands people pick a side and  pretend to know it all. It&rsquo;s an annoying feature of Tumblr and I like  that you resist it and just give your honest opinions in the moment.”</i><br/><br/>I don’t know if these two Asks are from the same person, but they’re similar and came in around the same time, so I figure I’ll respond to both together.</p><p>First, thank you. I appreciate that I can bring a different perspective to the fandom and that you enjoy it. </p><p>I make no attempt to be “the adult in the room,” but I do try to be <b>an </b>adult in the room. I feel like everyone has a perspective to bring to the discussion. Some may be, hm, more superficial than others, but I don’t think that makes those posts any less valid, per se. Still, I can see where you’re coming from. I’m not going to condemn the younger fans, as I probably would have been somewhat similar were I still that age, but I would be lying if I said there weren’t posts that I found frustrating and/or counterproductive.</p><p>To address concerns specific to the first post, I’ll say that the attitudes of younger Byler fans reflects a modern acceptance of gay teens. I can’t say that I get on board with the terminology, but I can see some nuance behind it. Sometimes it might be minimizing the characters into tropes, but other times it might also be a sort of identification with the characters. If it helps people explore themselves or the world of LGBT identity, then I’m all for it. </p><p>At the very least, I don’t think most of those people are trying to be disrespectful. They really don’t have a good understanding of what it would be like to be gay back then, but I see that as a good thing. When I stop to think about it, I feel pretty good seeing that people are so comfortable talking about gay teens that they’ll use such casual language about it. Yeah, it does seem like they don’t take the issues seriously, but that means there’s an opportunity for learning that I hope they’ll take.</p><p>Byler may not openly date or marry in the “present” time of the show, but I find it nice that younger fans see it as normal enough to think so. I think older fans such as myself should take that as a point of contrast that tells us that even if Mike and Will would have to be together in secret, the modern climate would allow the writers to show us. Besides, there could always be a epilogue.</p><p>Regarding the second post, I think the stubbornness (for lack of a better term) of many people online comes from the fact that we tend to create our own echo chambers. We use tags and join communities to largely target an audience that we think will support us. Dissenting views become less and less common, which results in an echo chamber that serves to reinforce itself. I’m not directing that at any person in particular, rather it’s an observation of social media itself. I actually think Tumblr is a bit better with alternative ideas than, say, Twitter or Reddit. </p><p>Still, I think there’s room for improvement. There’s always room for improvement. People can get carried away with criticism or take things too personally, or there can be a combination of the two. We need to be able to disagree without it being personal. I know that I’ve personally adjusted my opinions on many Stranger Things theories based on the thoughts of others here. I thought I was right, but someone else’s take just made more sense and had more support. It didn’t mean that I was stupid, or that the other person was an ass. </p><p>I’ve been on the wrong side of it before, though. One time, for example, I pressed someone too hard for more and more support for their theories to the point that they became frustrated with me. I meant no offense, but I still had to accept that I was being a problem, even if I didn’t mean to be. I was simply unconvinced and was hoping they had more to reassure me, but I did a poor job of getting that across. I apologized, and I think we’re still cool, but it was a reminder to me that I can offend without meaning to, and that still warrants an apology and being more careful with my words.</p><p>I know some people think changing opinions is a sign of weakness, but I see it as a strength. It’s a sign of intelligence and humility to be able to acknowledge that you’re wrong about something. I started out early on feeling that Byler should be canon, but probably wouldn’t be. Over time, however, through analyzing the show and discussing it with others, I grew to be more confident in it. People were able to show me evidence that I just would not have been aware of had I not come to Tumblr. I’m not the type of person to watch and rewatch scenes to pick them apart or spot the tiniest details, but those who can do that allowed me to use my own skills to get into the psychology of the show. </p><p>I think we all have something to add to the conversation if we’re willing to listen in return. I appreciate being called an adult in the room, but I think we all could be if that just means being mindful of one’s words and how they affect others.</p>
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Question: <p>Omg!! The Stranger Thibgs Official Acc (well...I&rsquo;m 99% sure it is) posted a video! It&rsquo;s a bunch of static on these TV thingys with background opera music and they each show a picture of something with uhm blood on it. What do you think? Although You acc probably haven&rsquo;t seen this yet since they literally JUST posted it lmao. </p>
Answer: <p>yep looked it up .The vid obviously hints at brenner’s return like we all suspected-  monitors like the ones used to spy on El and Will at hawkins lab, pic of doors, the rainbow room, eeg machines (all 4 things are associated with Will/El). A bloody 8 ball (uh oh Kali in danger?). The monitors also were filled with static -which indicates El tracking someone .And we all suspected El and Kali would team up to track Brenner-so that makes sense. I also still think the gals and Will  also end up at pethurst (for diff reasons) - talked about that theory a long time ago. Also an anon just mentioned how there are  7 screens so it could connected to Will too (”it was a 7 it got me”). </p><p>other strange things I noticed- we see a bloody chess board and then later bloody dice like d&amp;d dice maybe (probably indicating a plan or plans of our heroes doesn’t go as expected)? Like-bloody 8 ball, bloody chess board,  bloody dice, plus there was also something else with blood that I couldn’t recognize-  regardless sounds like multiple plans may go wrong for our heroes.</p><p>the song choice.Quand le bien-aimé reviendra from the story  ou La folle par amour (The Woman<b> Crazed with Love</b>). cough “<b>crazy</b> together/”only<b> love makes you that crazy</b>”. </p><p>Nina is in love with Germeuil but her father (<strike>lonnie</strike>), dissaproves. Germeuil and his rival fight a duel. <b>Nina believes that Germeuil has been killed and goes mad,</b> forgetting aspects of the traumatic incident in a manner consistent with a diagnosis of <b>psychogenic amnesia </b>(cough did has similar amnesia too after tr*uma).  Before this though her father separated the 2 and she had already gone mad without him. Nina” is essentially “<i><b>a young woman  forced by a repressive male relative (her father) to abandon her lover, whereupon she promptly goes mad.</b></i>”She<b> only regains her reason when Germeuil reappears unharmed</b> . cough me who has seen the st movies and know Will thinking Mike is dead may go dark phoenix&hellip; yep. Although i thought that’d be like s5 stuff.<br/><i><br/><b>“When one’s beloved returns  close to his lovesick friend,</b>  the spring is reborn,  the grass will always bloom.  But I look around— alas !  My beloved does not return&hellip;my beloved’s tender voice  will <b>paint its raptures and flames for you</b>,  because it is for <b>him</b> to teach you. <strike>(Will is a painter, has firepowers, and is a friend)</strike></i></p><p><i><strike>AND NAH, This isn’t m*leven, we saw what happened when her dad separated  her from Mike in s3- she had a dance party with Max, looked at other boys in a magazine,  and said Hopper was right and they were spending too much time together. And in response to Mike’s love/crazy confession just says “What makes you crazy?”</strike></i></p><p>also, we may get something tommorrow cause the caption on youtube says hawkins lab will be working at 9am?</p>
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Question: <p>if you're not interested in playing the game but still wanna see what happens you can just watch all the cutscenes here (put this after a youtube link) watch?v=KAOYJA0Q6tI</p><p>(the only things missing that I'm aware of are the cutscenes of Trials when the characters get their Unique ability, but I'm sure eventually all 4 of those will have a video too)</p>
Answer: <p>I watched some so far, and, as far as I can tell, it looks like a mishmash of seasons 2 and 3 worked into the game. Actually, if I’m being honest, it looks like season 2 story with season 3 outfits. I’m not really sure what, if anything, can be gleaned from this. It looks to me to mostly be a simple cross promotion. </p><p>Still, I’m sure it’s a lot of fun for people who are fans of both the game/anime and Stranger Things. There’s sure to be some fans of one who decide to check out the other because of it, which is pretty much the entire point.</p>
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Question: <p>What are your thoughts on the whole seven deadly sins x stranger things crossover that happened? And how Will is a playable character with his own staff?? </p>
Answer: <p>I’m afraid I’m not very familiar with the game, so I’m only just now learning about it. In fact, pretty much all the information I have from it comes from the posts of <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/Ms-JfGAnv0zb5TaV_P5SYmA">@aurelionsol&ndash;thestarforger</a>. </p><p>I like how Will is playable. I’m not sure why he got a nod over some others, but I speculated that either he’s just popular in Japan or, since it’s an apparent cross-promotion, that they were told which characters to use. Still, I’m a bit disappointed by the lack of Steve. </p><p>I’d love to be able to say that there’s a big meaning here, but I’m just too unfamiliar with the situation to do so. The timing is odd, though. Perhaps it was planned long ago as a season 4 cross promotion? </p><p>I may be able to come up with something more meaningful than this if I were to become more familiar with the game and how the characters are portrayed, but, alas, for now I am useless. </p>
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Question: <p>Hey, are you okay? I hope so. So, everyone keeps mentioning the letters of the people who died are B but they forget Alexei died too. An audition for a character named Angela was leaked, so it got me thinking. What if the people who die have the letter A and B? Kind of random but I just thought of that bfjsbfj you don't need to answer this since it's kind of random but yeah.</p>
Answer: <p>Hey, finally getting around to this one. I hope whoever wrote it is still following. Don’t worry about something being random. Sometimes that sort of thing is exactly what inspires a new thought.</p><p>I think something that should be kept in mind is that the theory was never really that all the deaths are B-names, but that B-names are inherently doomed.</p><p>Benny, Barb, Bob, Bruce, Billy. It’s just a bit difficult to write off as mere coincidence.</p><p>Brenner is all-but-confirmed to be alive, but, in fairness, his first name is Martin, so he may not count.</p><p>To my knowledge, the only B-named character to still be alive is Becky Ives, El’s aunt. Here’s hoping nothing bad happens to her.</p><p>I don’t think we have enough to say anything about A-names, at least not yet. It’s something worth keeping an eye out for, though. His death was an emotional one for many people, and it’s likely that it was meant to be taken that way given how it was portrayed.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi hi! I'm glad you're well, except for the commute (oof). If you haven't done this already, I'd love to hear thoughts from you about Brenner. First of all, how does someone like him live with doing the sort of things he's done? Also, with him being "papa" to El in her early life, how well would you say stories of why abusive parents abuse, and how they understand what they're doing, fit to understanding Brenner's behavior and mind? (I hope that all makes sense?) Thanks! and have a good one! ^_^</p>
Answer: <p>Ok, you’ve been waiting for this one for quite some time. I apologize. It’s been hard to stay motivated between all the stress of the past year and the lack of fresh Stranger Things content. You’ve put forth a very thought-provoking question, as it really demands that I get into the question of human behavior and why anyone does anything, let alone something that many would see as horrible.</p><p>Too often, people like to write certain people off as “just plain evil.” This is a problematic argument, however, as it avoids any exploration as to why something might have happened. If we don’t understand the root of a given behavior, we leave ourselves open to it happening again. Brenner isn’t evil, but only because “evil” is a social construct that isn’t naturally occurring. Brenner himself would certainly give all sorts of justifications for his actions, and that is the real issue here. A stereotypically “evil” person would know he is doing wrong, and either not care or enjoy it. </p><p>Brenner doesn’t see anything wrong with what he’s done. He may know it’s illegal, even unethical, but he sees himself as doing something great. Those who are hurt along the way are simply the cost of doing business, for lack of a better term. He has little, if any, remorse for his actions. Everything is justifiable to him if it works towards his goals. What are his goals? First, to achieve greatness. Second, to have his greatness known. The closest he gets to caring for something other than himself is his desire to defeat the Russians, but that may well be driven by his desire for greatness rather than a desire to help his country. He’s not out to hurt anyone, but he cares little if that’s what it takes.</p><p>What this shows is a disregard for the rights of others, along with the previously mentioned lack of remorse. This is where an evil argument can be made, since it creates a situation where he quite simply seeing others as lesser than himself. This is what leads to people treating others as subhuman and expendable. Most people, even when put into a situation that requires decisions that can result in others being seriously hurt or killed, will struggle with it. It’s the sort of thing that would haunt the average person, even if they tried to rationalize it away, at least until they became desensitized to it.</p><p>We get no sense that Brenner himself was simply broken down until this emotionally detached person was all that was left. There’s no indication that he came into his research as someone with ethical standards, but got disillusioned over time. Everything we see in Stranger Things, as well as the supplemental materials, tells us that this is basically Brenner’s modus operandi. Any display of emotion from him is simply part of a greater strategy of manipulation. He tricks his subjects into thinking he cares for them, and, especially with the children, grooms them to see him as a father figure whom they will wish to please.</p><p>Using Brenner as an exploration of abusive parents is a bit dicey, as his parental status is essentially fake. God willing, he has no actual children. Still, it can work as a sort of metaphor, I suppose. An abusive parent would behave similarly, unrealistic elements of the series aside, in that I’d wager that abusive parents rarely see themselves as abusive. I don’t have any research handy for this, but, anecdotally, people take on traits of their parents (and other significant people in their lives growing up). The cycle of abuse is not a conscious choice that people make, and this is what makes it difficult to break. Billy was abusive because Neil was abusive. Billy started to see Neil’s methods as the only way to 1) be safe and 2) get what you want. Neil’s abuse of Billy likely decreased in frequency and severity as Billy took on traits that Neil appreciated. This reinforced the behavior in Billy, turning him into a carbon copy of the man he hated. Billy also likely harbored a great hatred of himself, assuming he had moments where he was able to clearly see the person had become. Abusive parents, particularly those who had been abused, would likely have a similar sense of shame once the defense mechanisms stop protecting them from their own behavior.</p><p>I’m not sure Brenner would feel ashamed of himself, though. Even if someone, somehow stripped away his delusions of grandeur, arrogance, and claims of the ends justifying the means, there’s no reason to believe that Brenner would have a Heel Realization. He’s not a Well-Intentioned Extremist or He Who Fights Monsters who simply needs to be put down. The man is a sociopath. He doesn’t value others enough to have any genuine emotional attachment with them. If you watch his scenes with El, you can actually see that any reactions he has are due to the results of his experiments with her. His emotional attachments are centered on his work. These people are subjects to him, merely nameless numbers. Their names only exist to allow him to put up a paternal front, so they feel compelled to obey and desire to please him.</p><p>I think a better look at abusive parents in Stranger Things would be with Neil or Lonnie. They’re both horrible people, but at least tried to be parents in their own twisted way. If we use the story of Lonnie taking Jonathan hunting to illustrate parenting, we can sort of see the differences. A good dad would see his son is upset and end the hunting trip. An abusive dad, like Lonnie, would make his kid do it anyway because he thought it’d toughen his son up and because he cared more about what other people thought than how his son felt. Brenner tried to make El kill a rabbit just to see if she could, so she can be a weapon. </p><p>Lonnie was a selfish abusive asshole, but Brenner was only ever in it for himself. El would have been killed or locked away in an asylum if her powers never developed. It takes a lot to come across as worse than Lonnie, but, hey, there’s always a bigger fish.</p>
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Question: <p>You&rsquo;re insanely smart though</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you! I have an academic background in psychology, so I figure I might as well use it to have some fun now and then.</p>
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Question: <p>Does Karen know about Eleven? </p>
Answer: <p>I imagine she knows about her in as far as she was Mike’s girlfriend. I doubt she knows much of anything beyond that. I highly doubt she knows that El was the same girl that Mike and his friends were running around with in season 1. I think she’s going to find out about El and what really happened over the past three seasons when Hawkins falls prey to whatever happens in Season 4. She’s been tangentially involved in everything all this time, so it’d be really disappointing if she never had a chance to help Mike and his friends.</p><p>We already have reason to believe she and Mike will finally have an open, honest conversation (much like Karen and Nancy did in season 3), so the truth about El and the Upside Down will probably finally be shared with her. She’ll complete the transformation into being a good mom instead of what she’s always been told to be.</p>
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Question: <p>How old do you think Eleven (Jane) is mentally? </p>
Answer: <p>Oh boy, you’ve gone and asked an essay question. <br/><br/>This is a hard question, and one that I’m not sure I can responsibly answer. Mental age is really just another term for IQ, as IQ is a measure of someone’s intellectual ability as compared to the norm set by peers. El would be ill-prepared for such a test, as the standard group used for the WISC (Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children) would result in a test favoring normally socialized children. There’s no real way to know how El would react to such a test, as well, since IQ tests are strictly controlled and given in a one-on-one setting with a trained professional. It could remind her of her time at the Lab. She underwent a battery of tests, and an IQ test would probably have been included.</p><p>El’s lack of a formal education, barring anything Brenner would have provided to ensure she could do what he needed, would severely limit her intellectual growth. She may well have been born with tremendous potential, which I feel is likely, but that potential needs to be nurtured. Genetic predispositions come with something called a range of reaction. This basically sets a minimum and maximum outcome for a person for their genetic makeup (in this case, for intelligence), and where a person ends up on that range depends on environmental factors. If El were to have been raised in a loving, nurturing environment, she’d very likely have a more developed intellect.</p><p>Still, El has shown a cleverness and ability to figure out situations. Brenner no doubt provided some sort of education, if only for his own selfish ends. She’d be a terrible spy if she couldn’t make sense of what she sees or lacked the verbal skills to describe it. She also would need a good Visual-Spatial ability to properly manipulate objects with her powers without causing collateral damage. A good example is when she removed the creature from her leg without ripping out a huge chunk of her leg in the process. These are the sorts of secondary abilities that allow for superpowers like hers. </p><p>Verbal Comprehension is something that would challenge El. Brenner only would have instructed her in enough language to allow her to do her job. She has no concept of figures of speech or figurative language, and her vocabulary and cultural knowledge is limited. She’s smart enough to find a way to communicate what she needs to, but it is clumsy at times due to a lack of normal socialization and education.</p><p>Fluid Reasoning would be a tough spot for her. This includes things like abstract thinking and determining relationships between objects. This ability wouldn’t have been nurtured by Brenner, as it would have served no purpose. El’s thinking is very concrete, like an early elementary student. </p><p>Working Memory would be a strength, I think. She has been shown to be very good at remembering things, to the point that she can repeat them verbatim. Brenner definitely would have wanted her to be able to do this since he needed her to tell him what she saw regardless of whether she understood it. Indeed, he may well have wanted her to not understand it. </p><p>Processing Speed would probably be average, at least. She’s readily absorbed information, despite her often being unprepared for it. When she is spying on someone or looking into their heads, she is quickly able to note details and convey them to whomever is around.</p><p>So, the way I see it, El has three scores that would probably be decent (Visual-Spatial, Working Memory, Processing Speed) and two that would be lacking, perhaps severely (Verbal Comprehension and Fluid Reasoning). These individual scores would be more important than her Full Scale IQ. The discrepancies between the scores would likely result in diagnoses with a Learning Disability and/or an Intellectual Disability. This just means she has areas of intellectual functioning and learning ability where she is below the norm to the point of needing modified curricula and/or additional supports. She would definitely have an IEP in a real-world school.</p><p>I’m not sure I can really nail down a “mental age” for El, especially since her intellectual functioning isn’t consistent across domains. If I had to say anything, though, I’d have her on the Concrete Operational stage (Piaget’s Stages of Development), which is generally seen in children ages 7-11.</p>
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Question: <p>Hey! I love your theories and just the account In general, so I thought I&rsquo;d ask you a question. Do you believe that Byler is endgame? because I was just reading one of your latest posts and underneath I saw an older post from 2019 where you said you didn&rsquo;t. I know it&rsquo;s been quite some time since you posted it, but I was just wondering if you still thought the same! :)</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you for your kind words. It means a lot that you&rsquo;d actually go through my archives.  My feelings on this matter have evolved since I made that post. It was never a matter of me thinking it wasn&rsquo;t real as much as it was me doubting that the Duffers would go through with it. I&rsquo;m a product of my time, so to understand my thought process you have to understand where I come from. I&rsquo;m less than a week from my 39th birthday, so I grew up in the late 80s into the 90s.<br/><br/>I was in the middle of a big reply to this, but then I realized I basically already explained this. So gather round, kids, and read <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/622472772880318465/why-i-stop-short-of-hope">Why I Stop Short of Hope</a>. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="360" data-orig-width="480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3ab6c82e9db0247a730d6ba724a99b21/00e86b65ce660c98-66/s640x960/2f1d029212fe50bf27bee9bf98f129c040998839.gif" data-orig-height="360" data-orig-width="480" alt="image"/></figure></div><p>The short answer, though, is that I do think there’s enough to say Byler is endgame. I just always hold myself back a bit, as I’ve been burned before.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi! I hope you're having a good day. I just love the way you explain things around the possible future of S4 and I wanted to ask whether you think that it was actually Will who took El's powers away since he was kind of jealous of how close she and Mike were and mad about how Mike basically ignored them. </p>
Answer: <p>Hello. I’m on Spring Break now, and it’s some much appreciated R&amp;R (meaning: sitting on my couch watching gamer streams). </p><p>I’ve touched on this before, I think. I speculated that Will was responsible for El’s powers being taken away, though he wasn’t consciously aware of it. It all goes back to the theory that the Upside Down is a manifestation of Will’s trauma. That being the case, Will would have a degree of influence over what was going on, even though he doesn’t realize it. </p><p>Bear in mind that this is just a theory. Things can get dicey when trying to fictionalize real mental processes using fantasy/sci-fi elements. Conceptualizing these abstract concepts in a more concrete/physical manner is difficult and, of course, subject to individual interpretation. Nevertheless, away we go&hellip;</p><p>Just like his trauma, Will had been trying to push away his jealousy. I know the popular theory is that Will was already aware that he’s gay and in love with Mike, but I don’t really think it’s that simple. Will would sooner not be in love with anyone than admit that his dad and the bullies were right all along. As a result, he’s using defense mechanisms to avoid confronting his feelings, in a similar (but different) way to Mike. He rationalizes that he just misses his best friend, despite the fact that he doesn’t resent Dustin or Lucas for not wanting to hang out as much or for having girlfriends. It becomes about D&amp;D rather than Mike, though we can see he really just wants to use that as a means to spend time with Mike. Perhaps he figured it out by the end of season 3, since he did seem oddly flirty and confident during the ending, but I’m not sure he had it all together yet during the season.</p><p>By pushing his feelings of jealousy and resentment down, they could have joined his trauma in that compartmentalized part of his mind. The resentment for El, that he’d never consciously acknowledge, could have manifested through the Upside Down as the monster now specifically targeting her. I do find it interesting that the creature bit into her, left a portion of itself in her, then she lost her powers after it was removed. I have trouble accepting that it’s coincidental: that she just overexerted herself or it’s just a mental block. She’s been drained before, needing to rest up, but she never lost them. I dare say that she exerted herself far more when closing the gate in season 2. No, I think her losing her powers was exactly what the monster wanted because it was what Will wanted. He would always push the thought away, but I’m sure he felt that if El didn’t have powers that Mike wouldn’t be as interested in her anymore.</p><p>It’s important to note that Will himself didn’t do this. He doesn’t harbor any genuine dislike for El, and they made sure to show that he was as upset as anyone else when she got injured. He’s been pushing all his negative feelings down into a repressed part of his mind, and his latent powers have allowed them to manifest into the real world. If this theory is true, then I expect Will to feel extreme guilt over it once he finds out. I think that will be part of his season 4/5 storyline. Will needs to come to terms with his feelings, particularly those that he’s pushed away. In accepting those feelings as a part of him, I think he’ll be able to take back control of what’s been going on and end the threat once and for all. </p><p>Before that, though, I think he may attempt to sacrifice himself out of guilt and remorse, feeling that it’s his fault it happened, and if he’s gone it’ll all go away. Ultimately, though, he’ll, with help, come to terms with it all. He’ll find a way to restore El’s powers, if she hadn’t already figured out a way herself, and the two of them will save their friends. Will and El being a power duo once they allow themselves to bond would be epic, and it would be a good payoff after never allowing them to interact over three seasons.</p>
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Question: <p>Hello I&rsquo;m the anon who asked about the sexist things Will said. And to clarify, I wasn&rsquo;t saying it as a way to demonize his character, it&rsquo;s just that whenever I see someone talk about how they don&rsquo;t like Will they always bring up the, &ldquo;stupid girl&rdquo; and &ldquo;girls don&rsquo;t play video games&rdquo; like as if the other characters haven&rsquo;t said or done sexist things either.</p><p>I wanted to see ur opinion on it because whenever I saw anyone talk about it they always shit on him which made me upset :/</p>
Answer: <p>Let’s be honest, we know why some people hate on Will. He’s such a gentle kid, compared to most, so there just isn’t much in the way of legit cause to hate him, leaving these people to cherry pick the few less-than-ideal things he’s said. </p><p>I didn’t take your Ask as an attempt to demonize him. I knew what you were trying to say. No worries. Thanks again for the Ask.</p>
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Question: <p>I mean if you really wanna look for it every party member (except probably dustin) has said sexist things ("women act on emotion not logic" , "women are a different species ")</p>
Answer: <p>Exactly. It’s perhaps painful to think about good people holding such beliefs, but it was rather commonplace as recently as the 80s. Until the internet became commonplace, it was all too easy to be stuck in an insulated bubble where your beliefs were never challenged. The good news is that good people will grow out of those mindsets. </p>
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Question: <p>I'm really sorry! I hope you get better. I don't know if you believe in subliminals but health subliminals really help me so that's an option? Or do you have vitamins at home? Those helped me too. Nevertheless I wish you well.</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you. It’s just side effects from the vaccine, so I should be better in a day or so. I don’t even want to think about what the actual virus would feel like.</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 646276945010638848
Date: 2021-03-21 14:42:03 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/646276945010638848
Slug: feel-better-soon
Reblog key: lmPCrkxN
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Feel better soon &#10084;</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you. From what I’ve heard from colleagues, the side effects last a day or two. Fortunately, I never take time off, so I can easily afford to take tomorrow off even if I’m feeling better.</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 646272632740790272
Date: 2021-03-21 13:33:31 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/646272632740790272
Slug: i-hope-you-feel-better-soon-my-parents-are-getting
Reblog key: 6i6xq4s2
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I HOPE YOU FEEL BETTER SOON MY PARENTS ARE GETTING THE VACCINE IN A FEW DAYS TOO WERE REALLY NERVOUS</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you. It’s very unpleasant, but worth it in the long run. If this is how the vaccine makes me feel, I don’t even want to imagine the real thing.</p>
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Question: <p>This is random but since we know ST4 takes place in March 1986, I feel like it&rsquo;ll revolve around Will&rsquo;s birthday and spring break. Everything will most likely go wrong during spring break, just like Independence day for ST3 and Halloween for ST2. Maybe Easter will be the big holiday this season. This is probably obvious but I just thought it was a fun pattern</p>
Answer: <p>I’ve mentioned this before, and, yes, I agree. </p><p>Will’s birthday is the easy enough part. It seems perhaps too obvious  that Mike would go to wherever the Byers are to see Will on his  birthday.   </p><p>Each season features a holiday in some way, and this season it seems to be Easter. Whether that fits into the plot somehow remains to be seen, though. I haven’t really made any thematic connections between the holidays and the events of each season so far. I’d be interested to see if anyone else has. All I know is that Easter is a holiday of sacrifice and renewal/rebirth.</p><p>It stands to reason that most of the shenanigans would occur in the week between those two dates.</p>
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Question: <p>No hate to the last anon but I really don&rsquo;t get people saying Will is sexist based on those comments and him saying &ldquo;stupid girl&rdquo;. Like you said, I&rsquo;m pretty sure this was showing the environment he grew up in (with Lonnie, also with it being the 80s.) Most young boys in that time period, growing up with fathers and men around them that conformed heavily to toxic masculinity and misogynistic beliefs, were unfortunately led to believe similar things. He isn&rsquo;t misogynistic, he is a child. And the comment about Mike kissing a stupid girl was obviously brought from jealousy, he doesn&rsquo;t actually think EL is stupid. It&rsquo;s one of the weirdest arguments I see against Will because it&rsquo;s just so weird to look at it that way. </p>
Answer: <p>Eh, the anon specifically mentioned his comment on girls not playing video games, so that’s what I focused on. I’ll answer any Ask that seems to have been made in good faith. We can’t be afraid to ask questions, and we certainly can’t be afraid to answer them. I choose to believe this anon genuinely had concerns that Will would hold sexist beliefs considering he’s an otherwise sweet boy. My answer was an attempt to show that nice people can hold negative beliefs until they come to realize they are wrong. We’re all complex creatures of varying shades of gray. I don’t really believe anyone has ever been purely good or evil, with the possible exceptions of Mr. Rogers and Hitler. I trust you all can tell which one would’ve been which.</p>
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Question: <p>How do you feel about the sexist comments that Will drops sometimes(like in season 2 where he&rsquo;s like: &ldquo;but girls don&rsquo;t play video games&rdquo;)?? </p>
Answer: <p>I don’t think much about them. While sexist by today’s standards, something like that wasn’t really considered sexist at the time. Girls back then really didn’t play games much, as there was a lot of social pressure to conform to “girl” activities. There’s still some of that, yes, but things are much better now. Back then, only free-spirited (or tomboys, as they’d have been called) girls would have been into things like games, at least to the point that they’d openly play at an arcade. Will reacting to a girl playing games that way wouldn’t have been unusual for any boy. Will’s comment is more a result of 80s gendered socialization than him being sexist.</p><p>Instead, what I take away from that scene is that Will sees a girl who shares an interest with him and isn’t instantly smitten the way Lucas and Dustin are. This is the same boy who gets upset that Mike no longer wants to play games with him anymore. He’s a bit fascinated at first, but that’s about it. He clearly enjoys Max’s company enough to go to movies with her, Lucas, and Mike even though she and Lucas see it as “quality time” together. I don’t know that she got into D&amp;D like the others, but he clearly sees her as a friend, and I imagine it’s helping to undo some of the gender role expectations that he held before.</p><p>Also, keep in mind where Will probably learned his gender norms. Lonnie no doubt made sure to convey to his sons what was boy stuff and what was girl stuff. Seeing a girl playing games probably threw his entire worldview off its axis. It’s a good thing, though, because it allowed him to see that Max could be a friend he could enjoy spending time with. Before that, he probably wrote off girls as people who would never like the stuff he liked. Now he sees that gender is unimportant, and that it’s shared interests and experiences that matter. </p><p>This may also help him realize and accept that he’s gay, if he hasn’t already. If he assumed himself to be straight, and just not into girls because of their interests, then he’d be confused as to why he isn’t interested in a girl like Max. Combine that with how deeply affecting he was with everything he went through with Mike, and he’d be forced to confront it all. Mike and Max aren’t really all that different in personality, yet Will treats Max more or less the same he’d treat Dustin or Lucas. But I digress&hellip;</p><p>Will had some negative (by today’s standards) views on girls, yes, but we can forgive him since it’s something he can grow out of as he becomes more worldly-wise.</p>
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Question: <p>Let me just say that your theories just convince me every single time. Like, honestly, they're so well written and researched and it's a deep dive in why you think a certain thing is a certain way, and I'm immediately convinced. I thought Mike was bi, saw your theory about him having comphet, changed my mind. I never really liked Lucas because he was pretty annoying and sometimes rude, but your post about him wanting to be more manly made me want to give him a hug. You're my inspiration, really.</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you. It’s nice to get messages like this. Whether I’m right or wrong, I always try to put effort into my posts, which includes careful wording and sufficient evidence. </p><p>I’m glad you enjoy my analyses.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi! I hope you're doing well. I've seen some theories about Stranger Things 4, the concept of traveling back in time and also Dacre Montgomery gave hints that he was going to be in the show again. What do you think about those theories? Do you think they may save Billy? Maybe even Bob? The latter is less likely but I love Bob xD</p>
Answer: <p>I’m doing alright, thanks for asking. I’m very tired, though. Working back in the building means having to commute 70 miles a day, and a hybrid format means having to work with both in-person and virtual students. But you didn’t come here to listen to me bitch and moan.</p><p>I’ve speculated on the possibility of time travel before. It has generally been dismissed, and I agree that it would be difficult to do well. The use of Back to the Future in season 3 and the emphasis on clocks in the marketing for season 4 are the main reasons I think it’s a possibility. The trick is in how they would work it in. I honestly don’t like the prospect of using time travel to undo all the bad stuff that has happened. It would cheapen the story, in my opinion, because the danger would essentially be negated. If you can just go back in time to fix everything, then there’s really nothing to worry about. This is how Skynet has been able to be a threat in an increasingly stale Terminator franchise. “Oh, they killed the last one? Better make a better one and send it at a different time!”</p><p>If they work “time travel” into this, then I’d want it to be as another function of the Upside Down. Since the Upside Down is (probably) a product of Will’s mind, it would mean “time traveling” through his personal history. I especially like this idea, as it would provide a look into Will’s trauma in a way other than traditional flashbacks or direct exposition. It would allow for other people to witness these events, similar, I would imagine, to how El saw Billy’s memories in season 3. </p><p>This wouldn’t be time travel as we generally think of it, but it would allow Will, and others, to visit his history. Will needs to face his trauma in order to come to terms with it. The Upside Down exists, I believe, because he’s repressed his trauma and compartmentalized and/or dissociated from it. This is what created the Upside Down. It serves as a home for these memories, so he can function without the fear, anxiety, and/or depression trauma can bring. The problem is that he can’t keep it under control, and now it’s trying to get out. If others can help him by visiting his “past,” then they can make for a better “present,” a la Marty improving his family in Back to the Future.</p><p>As for Billy, I really don’t like the idea of him (or Bob for that matter) being brought back. As popular as characters can be, deaths shouldn’t be cheapened by undoing them. Billy may have a part to play in season 4, but he should remain dead. The Mindflayer did possess him, though, and Billy saw copies of himself in the process. I suppose a flayed version of him could exist within the Upside Down. I do think that Billy’s own trauma made him susceptible to this process in the first place. I’ve previously talked about how Billy is a potential look at who Will would have been if he were raised by Lonnie instead of Joyce. The show may continue to build on this, so Dacre would be needed. It could be something similar to when Luke faced the vision of Vader on Dagobah, but when he cut off Vader’s head, the helmet opened to show Luke’s face. I could see them pulling something like this for Will via the Upside Down.</p><p>As for Bob, I loved the guy (not like that Joyce, relax!), but he’s gone and should stay gone. Again, undoing deaths is just a very hard thing to do right as it can cheapen the preceding story. Comic books do it, but that’s mainly because the stories go on and on, whereas Stranger Things will be a finite product. Rest in peace, Bob. You were a good man, smart and brave. You won’t be forgotten.</p><p>So, to sum up: 1) time travel? Maybe, but not in the way people might think. 2) Billy? Maybe, but not in the way people might think (or hope). 3) Bob? Dead.</p>
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Question: <p>Look at david's newest instagram pfp this one looks so interesting! He kept changing it to different twins. And now this...</p>
Answer: <p>Yep I saw.</p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="442" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4109182d62e72e984d9acd615084ea96/efa7223e45f61a42-e6/s640x960/5a1cf98659141be0b57c161969400331e966bd3b.jpg" data-orig-height="442" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="809" data-orig-width="1080"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5a897d4f9798db1dc8e90bb3cbe802f8/efa7223e45f61a42-6c/s640x960/c6493f0dcd8d6c1ad9a11103b8b88c5652510e82.jpg" data-orig-height="809" data-orig-width="1080"/></figure></div><p>Its apparently called &ldquo;victim of the 2 moons&rsquo; and its supposed to represent the duality of 1 person. So it relates to all the prior twin immagery david was posting.Cough Will and Will the wise. The person is also wearing a crown made of fire- a power Will the wise has. And the person is covered in shadows (one looking like a hand). Because Will the wise is the mf. And an extension of Will and his tra*ma. The crying face signifying that . The whole duality aspects of 1 person comes up in quite a few of the st&rsquo;s inspirations</p><p> wizard of earthsea (name dropped by suzie)- a boy wizard accidentally releases an ancient shadow creature wishing to posess him. But it turns out to just be the dark parts of his personality personified- and the only way to save the world is to merge into 1 (and for ged to accept every part of himself). black swan being about 2 personas (white swan vs black swan merging into 1 person), last kiss goodnight (2 personalities inhabiting 1 body -one violent the other normal) . They merge together and become 1 happy personality. Dark crystal (a creature splits its personality into 2 entities - one creature has all its good qualities and the other has its bad qualities. And they can only save the world by merging back into 1 , silent hill- ab*sed child  splitting into 2 people but later merging back into 1 . Elfen lied- multiple personalities in 1 body. The enemy &amp; illusinist- twins pretending to be 1 person.  primal fear about guy with did caused by se*ual ab*se- from father figure. Fisher king- taking on a new persona/name after tr*uma. Drop dead fred- imaginary friend in childhood (who could control her body) helped her cope with her ab*sive parent. The imaginary friend after a long time reappears in her adulthood- when that parent is back in the picture. There were way more examples but you get the gist.</p><p><br/></p><p>That&rsquo;s my assumption at least. You can read my <a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/638880864746520576/some-of-your-favorite-characters-are-wills-split">DID theory</a> if you haven&rsquo;t already.</p>
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Question: <p>How could one enter the new season with little to no expectations? Granted we would be lucky if we got ST4 by the end of the year but I've really been thinking about my hopes and fear regarding the future story and how I would feel if those weren't met. I fear I could potentially miss out and be responsible for my own disappointment and dissatisfaction despite anticipating the new season for over a year just because the theories I'm rooting for didn't come to fruition.</p>
Answer: <p>I hate to say it, but there’s literally no way to go into season 4 with no expectations short of going back in time and stopping yourself from watching in the first place. Even if you didn’t engage with the internet fan community, you’d still have your own personal theories and expectations. You do bring up a good point when it comes to how long it’s taking, though.</p><p>Even in a more typical offseason, fans can be expected to break down every little detail to try and predict what will come next. To an extent, many showrunners expect and count on that. I swear the WandaVision writers knew what they were doing by adding in little details to get fans paying attention to red herrings. That allowed the actual story to still be impactful even if it wasn’t what was expected. Now, Stranger Things doesn’t have the existing source material that the Marvel Cinematic Universe does, so it’s harder to assume what fans will pick up on. Still, the writers know what they are doing. They want us to be coming up with our theories because it helps keep fans engaged and interested between seasons.</p><p>The fact that this offseason is so much longer, though, could be a problem. The theories are even more meticulously crafted, every little detail is analyzed over and over, and every interview broken down with the care of a comparative literature essay. Take notice of how the social media accounts have died out. There’s absolutely nothing they are able or willing to share with us anymore. This only draws more attention to the fandom to fill that void. We are all having our expectations shaped by unofficial sources, really. My own treasured followers are almost certainly influenced by my posts to some extent. I have to be ready to be wrong about some things, and possibly have some people upset with me because of it.</p><p>In the end, we will only be disappointed if the show we get doesn’t meet the quality we expect. I personally only really have one non-negotiable (gay baiting is unacceptable to me). I’ve made a lot of theories for season 4, and I’m sure many of them will be wrong. I will still enjoy the show as long as what I get is good, which has proven to be the case so far. For example, I want Will to have powers, but I can accept a good story where he doesn’t. Conversely, I wouldn’t like a bad story where he does have them. </p><p>Let your theories and expectations drive your excitement, but don’t let them be why you do or don’t like a show. You like this show because of what the writers, actors, set designers, and others have given us so far. Trust them to continue to do so.</p>
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Question: <p>When you get this, please reply five things that make you happy and (if you would like) send this to the last ten people in your notifications. &#129392;&#10084;</p>
Answer: <p>1. Good friends</p><p>2. Good food</p><p>3. My students (most of the time)</p><p>4. 80s video games, movies, music, TV, etc</p><p>5. Rifftrax/MST3K/How Did This Get Made/etc</p>
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Question: <p>Has it ever been confirmed that season 5 will be the last, or r u just speaking out of sheer confidence? I realize&#65532; it's the most logical thing, but regardless, i still wud like to know if there was an explicit confirmation of it?</p>
Answer: <p>Yes, it was confirmed. It’s really difficult to find quality sources due to all of the “news” sites that just copy/paste info from each other, but it was announced sometime during the past year. One of the Duffers said that the pandemic allowed them to be able to finish writing season 4 before filming was underway. This allowed them to get a better idea of the progression of the series, and, since they know how they want to end it, they knew another season was best.</p><p>I suppose they could go even longer, though. Technically, they only said that season 4 wouldn’t be the end. Still, it was implied that a fifth season was only decided on within the past year, so it means they are looking to bring the show to a satisfying conclusion.</p>
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Question: <p>Hello! If I&rsquo;m not mistaken, you like BoJack the Horseman. I just watched the episode where Diane and MPB divirced, and I&rsquo;m shocked and sad at the same time( now I don&rsquo;t want to watch the show anymore(( Diane is so annoying. Pls tell me, will MPB find his happiness at the end?(</p>
Answer: <p>Bojack Horseman can be a hard watch. It gets very real (as ridiculous as it is) with how it portrays character flaws. Pretty much every character, not just Bojack, has major flaws, as a result of emotional and/or psychological issues, that cost them potential happiness. The show is ultimately about learning to grow past such issues with setbacks accompanying successes along the way. Diane, just like the other characters, has an unpleasant personality as a result of her issues. Meanwhile, Mr. Peanutbutter, despite his pleasant disposition and energy (he’s a yellow lab, after all), is too immature to properly have a successful relationship. He and Diane not working out was a foregone conclusion even if you didn’t know what kind of show you’re watching.</p><p>I haven’t watched in a while, but I’m pretty sure Mr. Peanutbutter is single at the end of the series. Happiness can come in many forms, though. </p>
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Question: <p>I only reblog content when I think it's good, so...</p>
Answer: <p>sigh. </p><p>these are the notes from some of my fics that i&rsquo;ve posted as examples: </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="120" data-orig-width="828"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c712fae9f5ba405ffc583796fd9e8991/af787d838db2a47b-b2/s640x960/65695789e8a91f112dbeca53e6e99e9b5239f6dd.jpg" data-orig-height="120" data-orig-width="828"/></figure></div><p>less than half of these are reblogs</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="120" data-orig-width="828"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/cd0e1844f5ddf10200bd26471cc071e3/af787d838db2a47b-94/s640x960/e59a922cef3380e09d734c149e446a40c35febfe.jpg" data-orig-height="120" data-orig-width="828"/></figure></div><p><i>less than half of these are reblogs</i></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="120" data-orig-width="820"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ecb1681119973a6f6b955596d02918ad/af787d838db2a47b-39/s640x960/8a2fe2ce808ea367a3c4dab2252e39a65fc76b77.jpg" data-orig-height="120" data-orig-width="820"/></figure></div><p><b><i>less than </i>1/3<i> of these were reblogs</i></b></p><p>but they have likes&hellip; so, i assume people like them? i assume if you like something, that it&rsquo;s good content? so if you think it&rsquo;s good&hellip;</p><h2><b>reblog</b>. it gets the creator&rsquo;s work out to more people, it makes their hours of time spent on their content (for free!!) <i>worth</i> it.</h2>
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Question: <p>Hiyaaa, I had a question for you if you&rsquo;d like to give your thoughts. You might have talked of this before but what do you think the Will-El dynamic is going to be like in s4? Do you think they&rsquo;ll be given the chance to bond properly and become friends. Maybe if Will DOES get powers and El gets hers back they would become some sort of power-duo? xD</p><p>Thank you if you find the time to answer! </p>
Answer: <p>Will and El as a power duo is something I’d love to see, and I know I’ve mentioned that before. Unfortunately, since I’ve been doing a poor job of updating my index post, I can’t find any of those time I’ve talked about it.</p><p>Will and El have been intertwined throughout the narrative, so I have to think that their relationship will be a big part of season 4. </p><p>Realistically speaking, I think their sibling relationship would be a slow build. They had very little interaction with each other on screen, which suggests they never really talked even after El was back. It’s hard to know exactly how they’ll interact now that they really only have each other. I can see scenarios where both want to make an effort to be close with the other, but I can also see them having nothing in common. El has been encouraged by Max to explore and figure out things she likes, so she might take interest in some things Will likes. However, she also has been shown to bluntly reject things she doesn’t like, which could cause some friction.</p><p>I imagine they will find a common ground at some point, and it could possibly have already occurred by the time we get to see them again. They could be heavily leaning on each other as they both try to navigate their new lives. I do think that they will both still feel more of a closeness to their other friends than each other, though, at least at first. I’d be disappointed if El and Max didn’t get a chance to stay in touch through phone calls and/or Cerebro. Will would want to talk with Dustin and Lucas. And, of course, both El and Will would be looking forward to calls with Mike.</p><p>Mike is really the elephant in the room in all of this. Will the two of them actually talk to each other about Mike and what he means to both of them, or will they both harbor a sort of jealousy and competitive rivalry in that regard? Mike was sad to see them both go, as were they both sad to be leaving. What will happen when Mike comes to visit? Will they fight over his attention? Will one of them be made to feel rejected? Will there be a series of misunderstandings? </p><p>There’s also the matter of the family dynamic overall. El would likely require a great deal of Joyce’s attention now. El isn’t exactly a low maintenance kid as a result of her abusive upbringing. Will might try to help her, but he also might find himself feeling invisible in his own family, especially if Jonathan is spending a lot of time with Argyle. Jonathan has more than earned the right to enjoy being a normal teenager, but that doesn’t change the fact that Will has likely grown used to having him as one of the few constants in his life, one that he’s relied on in the past.</p><p>There’s a lot of factors involved when it comes to Will and El’s dynamic. There’s also just a lot of unknowns since they’ve never been shown interacting in any significant way. I could see a heartwarming brother-sister relationship between them, but I could also (sadly) see a rivalry born from jealousy, resentment, and insecurity. In fact, we may well see both, as relationships in real life are complex things. In the end, though, I hope we get to see our powered sibling duo, even if we have to wait for season 5.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think Netflix&rsquo;s recent post about ships (which includes mileven) was a total accident, or a subtle hint? It seems possible that we could be totally reading into things, and it&rsquo;s just a tiny error, but I&rsquo;m just wondering if you have any input on this confusing situation. </p><p>In case you haven&rsquo;t seen it, as of now, it&rsquo;s the seventh post on their main profile :) </p>
Answer: <p>I think I know which one you’re referring to. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1073" data-orig-width="750"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/eb01b425fc20a51fab8f89092e220f97/30ff1d1f2e6ac3ce-0c/s640x960/b7d399da79eecdf3c2d4c7e593d52d5afd1d5af2.jpg" data-orig-height="1073" data-orig-width="750" alt="image"/></figure></div><p>I’ll be clear and concise here. I don’t think the Netflix social media account gets any insider info. Its job is to promote the service’s shows and movies, and it will do so by engaging with the fans. </p><p>Mike and El being childhood friends? When I call someone a childhood friend it’s because I can reminisce about years spent with them in my youth. Perhaps in a few years or so we could say that about Mike and El, but they’ve only known each other for about a year as of the end of season 3 (one week in season 1 + the 10 months or so from the Snowball to the Byers moving away), and they never really tried to be friends since they immediately jumped into a relationship. Mike’s childhood friends are Will, Dustin, and Lucas. El, sadly, has no real childhood friends, since her friends are all relatively new to her life. Kali is probably the closest thing she’s had to a friend growing up. </p><p>No, this is just a social media account pumping up their fans. It’s the account manager’s job to know what kinds of posts the followers get excited about. The account just used Mike and El because it’s a popular ship of two kids they could use for the Childhood Friends trope in the image. I’m pretty sure Netflix has made Byler affirming posts before, as well.</p><p>We may or may not be able to derive meaning from the official Stranger Things accounts, but I highly doubt they’re giving meaningful info to other accounts, even those of Netflix.</p>
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Question: <p>glad to see that you&rsquo;re being more optimistic about byler! however, while i do agree that the duffer bros are very good at what they do, i think the main thing that&rsquo;s making me skeptical is the way jopper was developed in s3. after so much buildup they feel very much like an endgame relationship to me, but their relationship in s3 was rather toxic/strained and would often get on my nerves. and although i do adore jancy, the way jonathon was taking pictures of her was extremely creepy and rather unnecessary. so while i want to believe that mileven&rsquo;s relationship was intentionally toxic and byler&rsquo;s was intentionally a healthier parallel, i still have my doubts from the other (presumably) endgame relationships in the show, that maybe the duffer brothers are just better at creating drama than fixing it.</p>
Answer: <p>I think one of the biggest errors someone can make is presuming anything to be endgame. Yes, I believe Byler will be endgame based on all of the buildup, but I could still be wrong (though the writers would have some explaining to do). </p><p>Jopper was indeed portrayed badly in season 3. The entire season had an undercurrent of things that aren’t so good being marketed as such (Starcourt Mall, New Coke, Mileven, etc). Jopper could be seen as one of those things, but it did take something of a different turn. They were very heavy handed in portraying Joyce and Hopper as belligerent and untrusting of each other. However, they also made sure to show us that they do care about each other and can work well together when they forget about their issues for a moment. </p><p>Now, it’s not to say they should suppress their issues, but it does show that they can be good together if they deal with those issues. That’s where I think season 4 (and probably 5 as well) will take us. Joyce and Hopper will face, accept, and come to terms with their pasts. Joyce will learn to take a chance on love again, and Jim will learn that as much as he wants to protect those he loves, he can’t do so by controlling them through rules and anger. The mutual concern and, dare I say, love is still present between them. I can see it being endgame with some work, but not as was depicted in season 3.</p><p>Jancy is different, I think. Where Joyce and Hopper seem to have something of an existing history before season 1, Nancy and Jonathan didn’t seem to be very familiar with each other until Will went missing. Their entire relationship is founded on trauma, and they latched onto each other. They like each other, but know little about each other, as shown with them not understanding each other in season 3. It’s like how Mike and El’s relationship was shallow and purely physical once the danger was gone. Jonathan and Nancy like each other, but, let’s be honest, they got together because they were both vulnerable and in need of companionship. They can handle supernatural threats, and coexist well enough in good times, but more mundane problems (like trying to navigate an internship) leave them at odds because they don’t understand or appreciate each other’s values and goals. That’s not love. I can’t see them being endgame.</p><p>On the other hand, Mike and Will have a relationship built on a long history of friendship. They know and trust each other. They understand each other. They respect each other. Their conflict in season 3 was the result of them temporarily being out of alignment, and they both were hurt by it once it was brought into the open. That’s love.</p><p>Some couples are “I love you because I need you.” That’s not really great. It’s dependence, not love. It can perhaps grow into something good in time, but it can be hard because it’s easy to think it’s already true love.</p><p>Some other couples are “I need you because I love you.” That’s better. Those people have found something so priceless they never want to give it up. It’s still not perfect, since one can be so terrified of losing it that they go crazy trying to keep it.</p><p>Maybe it’s intentional, maybe it isn’t, but I think the Duffers have done a good job showing both types. I’ll let you all decide which couples fall into which category, but I’m sure you can see what my opinions are if you didn’t already know.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi! Do you think there's more about Sara hopper's death?</p>
Answer: <p>Hi! Thanks for the Ask. This is definitely a different topic from what I’m used to being asked to address. I’m not entirely sure what you were looking for, though. Are you asking if we’ll learn more about it? Do you want to know if I think there’s more to it than meets the eye?<br/><br/>I do think we’ll learn more about Sara, her relationship with her dad, and the circumstances leading to her death in season 4. There’s a lot of hints that we’ll dive deeper into Hopper’s past in the upcoming season. </p><p>After the first two seasons introduced and built on Hopper having a daughter who passed, and season 3 dealing with him trying to build a relationship with an adopted daughter, it seems logical to try and bridge the gap by showing his inner processes. Hopper went from having a very young daughter, to no daughter, to a teenage daughter. That was not easy on him, and he was very unprepared for it, even though he genuinely wanted to be a good dad to El. I think part of his time in Russia, whether it’s a result of inner reflection or memories drawn out through torture, will cause him to confront long buried memories. We got a glimpse of these in season 2, but I think we’ll get more soon. </p><p>I think Hopper coming to terms with his past will allow him to have a better future. The Russians are certainly not trying to help him, but they may kinda sorta do so by accident. </p><p>As for whether or not there’s more to Sara’s death than we think, it’s hard to tell. There are some hints that Sara may have been in the same facility as the Lab. The stairwell that Hopper ran into to cry seemed to be the same one Dr. Owens was found in after the demodog attack. Hopper was also more frustrated than surprised by everything the Lab was up to, suggesting he may have had some history there. This doesn’t mean he’s aware of what they’ve been up to all along, but he may have already been aware that they dealt with, hm, unusual situations. It’s possible that Sara got sick from experimentation, but that seems a bit much. If Hopper were aware of it, I think he’d have said something, though, I suppose he could have repressed the memory.</p><p>I know I’d like to learn more about Sara. She was an important part of Hopper’s past, and he deserves to be allowed to make peace with what happened. I think it’s the best way for him to be able to have a good relationship with El, as he is so overprotective of her because of what happened with Sara. </p><p>Season 4 can’t get here fast enough.</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;d love to see you analyze and/or breakdown WandaVision when you are feeling up to it. I always enjoy reading your posts on Stranger Things.</p>
Answer: <p>heh, I’ll think about touching on that a bit after the season is complete. I’m enjoying the show immensely. I do still have a handful of Stranger Things Asks I need to get to first, though.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi! So a common theory in stranger things is that Will developed powers (or will develop powers) because of his time in the upside down. I think this is very plausible. I was wondering if you had any theories to what those powers might be? Like would they be like elevens or something totally different? Thanks! </p>
Answer: <p>Hey, thanks for the Ask. <br/><br/>While I definitely think Will has powers, I don’t think they come from the Upside Down. Instead, I think the Upside Down comes from his powers. While I don’t think he knows it, Will has the ability to affect reality, at least to the point that he can create a pocket dimension. His trauma is housed away in that pocket dimension as a way for him to protect himself. </p><p>It’s a sort of supernaturally enhanced form of dissociation or compartmentalization. By separating himself from these memories and emotions, Will is able to function in a way that would be extremely difficult otherwise. Unfortunately, this pocket dimension is now interacting with the real world. Perhaps that’s an aspect of his powers, or maybe El accidentally tapped into the pocket dimension when reaching out with her own powers. Then there’s the theory that El may also be a result of this same phenomenon, which is perhaps how she was able to tap into it in the first place.</p><p>Any other powers Will may have are unclear. He was able to interact with electrical devices and project himself into the real/ world while in the Upside Down. However, it’s unclear if these are powers in and of themselves or just a function of the Upside Down being linked to the real world through him.</p><p>It’s really anyone’s guess at this point what powers Will has and how they work. I do believe, though, that there is ample evidence that there’s more to Will than being made to suffer so things can happen. Will was able to survive for a week in the Upside Down despite being hunted by a monster. There’s a reason he didn’t die, and I think it’s because the goal was to capture him, not kill him. </p><p>If Will goes, perhaps the Upside Down goes with him. I think the story going forward will be Will learning of his connection, feeling guilty, considering (and perhaps attempting) a sacrifice to end the threat, but ultimately coming to terms with his grief and taking control of the Upside Down.</p>
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Question: <p>Re: KFC, it may have been a legal choice for the show. In 1990 the Commonwealth of Kentucky chose to trademark their name to pay off debt. Hence, anyone using the word &ldquo;Kentucky&rdquo; for business would have to obtain permission &amp; pay licensing fees to the state. The move pissed off many--the Kentucky Derby, Neil Diamond, and KFC to name a few. KFC had the most bitter fight, refused to pay &amp; changed their entire brand. If I recall right, they simply capitalized on KFC already being used colloquially.</p>
Answer: <p>To be fair, Kentucky never seemed to have much of a problem with pissing people off. They did bring us Mitch McConnell, after all. I’m surprised they would be willing to piss off the Derby, though. That always seemed like something of a big deal there.</p><p>I would think the show would be protected since it would simply be accurately portraying the likeness of a product based on the time period. The packaging was accurate to the time, as far as I could tell. And, like you said, KFC was already being said colloquially. Still, they may have avoided actually saying Kentucky to avoid any legal entanglements. </p><p>Thanks for the tip here. I never actually knew the story leading to the change. I was born in 1982, so I was still young when all this happened.</p>
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Question: <p>I hope your week's going okay so far. Here's a question if you're in the mood: what in ST seems most historically inaccurate, if anything? Thanks! ^_^</p>
Answer: <p>This week has been better than the last, thanks. Hopefully it will continue that way.<br/><br/>By and large, I think Stranger Things does a great job of being accurate to the period. The Duffers have a great attention to detail, and it’s clear that they brought in writers, costumers, and set designers who are similarly thorough. I haven’t noticed any egregious errors, and certainly none that took me out of the show.</p><p>There’s some little differences, like some songs being used that shouldn’t be known yet or certain props that shouldn’t exist yet. Some people point to Steve calling his meal with Barb’s parents “KFC” since the restaurant was still called Kentucky Fried Chicken until the early 90s. However, Stranger Things appeared to get it right. The containers on the table clearly say the full name, and it was not very unusual for people to call it KFC back in the 80s. The fact that customers would call it KFC played a role in the company deciding to shorten it in the first place.</p><p>I think that a lot of the mistakes may be somewhat intentional. For example, they will try to pick a period-accurate song for a scene, but it’s more important to get a song that works the way they want it to. Some things may also just look better in the set or on camera. There’s also the matter of whether it’s possible to properly recreate pop culture from over 30 years ago without some slip ups or just plain not being able to acquire or recreate perfect duplicates of old products.<br/><br/>If one buys into the theory that the show is a book being written by Mike, a lot of these mistakes could be the result of him just misremembering details from his childhood.</p>
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Question: <p>if you had a talking parrot what would you name it?</p>
Answer: <p>Gorgeous George</p>
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Question: <p>What potato dish would be the mindflyers favorite? </p>
Answer: <p>The Mindflayer likes things cold, so I’m going to go with some sort of potato salad.</p><p>Thanks for a nice, easy Ask. I’m doing a bit better than I was a few days ago, but these fun questions still help.</p>
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Question: <p>could you make a post talking about byler's ""unhealthy"" relationship?? wanted your opinion on this, people say that byler wouldn&rsquo;t be a good relationship for will, because of the fight and because of mike&rsquo;s &ldquo;joking&rdquo; from &ldquo;it&rsquo;s not my fault you don&rsquo;t like girls&rdquo;, in my view, whoever says that is practically saying that mike is toxic, as if he is not healthy, or as if byler's friendship was not good and healthy, so...</p>
Answer: <p>The way I see it, there’s two groups of people who would say something like that: people who don’t like Mike and people who want Mike with El. I don’t really see how people can look at Mike and Will and call it unhealthy. I haven’t personally read any well-written arguments from those people, though. If all they have to go on is this one fight Mike and Will had, then they’re grasping at straws. Their relationship is easily the best that we’ve seen on the show, regardless of whether there’s any romantic element to it.<br/><br/>There’s a vocal group of people out there who don’t like Mike. It’s sad, especially when you consider how much that boy has been through. Yes, he was already somewhat snarky and stubborn from the beginning, but he was also kind, brave, and selfless. He’s experienced quite a lot of trauma in the past couple of years. If I’m right that he’s also experiencing a sexuality crisis, then he’s also dealing with a lot of inner turmoil. His behavior in season 3 seemed like a lot of work to make himself seem like a cool, normal teenager. He was overcompensating, and it turned him into, well, a jerk. He starts to come down from this behavior after his fight with Will, and we start to see more of the real Mike as the season continues. </p><p>Mike is a flawed, but ultimately good, character. He’s a kid going through more than any kid should be expected to. The fact that he isn’t dealing with it well shouldn’t be a reason to condemn him. At his core, Mike is a caring, loyal, brave, determined (read: stubborn), and intelligent nerd. Nobody brings out the best in Mike like Will does, and nobody can get Mike to realize he’s being a d-bag like Will can. Mike and Will’s relationship is defined by trust and love. They’ve talked to each other about things they refused to share with anyone else. They both know the other cares about them too much to betray that trust. They are each other’s safe space. </p><p>We know Mike hates apologizing, as he begrudgingly apologized to Lucas in season 1 and waited for El to apologize to him in season 3, but he was ready to apologize to Will moments after their fight. He knew he hurt Will badly right away, and he went to go find him to apologize. This is not typical of Mike. He usually needs time to accept that he was in the wrong.</p><p>The only negative I can think of with Mike and Will’s relationship is maybe that Will doesn’t speak up enough. Mike does seem shocked at Will’s outburst, suggesting that it’s not something that’s ever happened before. Then again, the entire fight came across as something that probably hasn’t ever happened before. They both seem surprised at each other’s behavior during it. As sad as it is, the fight is something that probably needed to happen. There was a lot in their relationship that was being taken for granted, and the fight brought it all out into the open. This allowed them to get past it. </p><p>I’m still frustrated that we never saw any real apology. I like to think there was one, but it either happened off screen or in a cut scene. It’s hard to believe that Mike would be that determined to apologize to Will and make up with him, only to not even do it once he got to him. Yes, Will dropped the Mind Flayer bomb on him. This may have made Mike more concerned about Will’s well-being over apologizing at that moment. </p><p>I suppose it’s possible that after everything that happened Mike may have just forgotten he never apologized. He tried to, he wanted to, but everything shifted into high gear before he had the chance. Will also may have chosen to just not bring it up again. Still, there were three months between the Battle of Starcourt and the Byers leaving Hawkins. I’d love to know what happened in that time. I hope they filmed some scenes to be used as flashbacks. Still, their final scene together makes it seem like a lot was left unsaid between Mike and Will, as if they both were afraid of having the conversation.</p><p>When Mike and Will were saying goodbye to each other, Mike’s demeanor and word choice showed that he was afraid of Will moving on from him. He was very nervous, unsure, and cautious. He was very vulnerable. He was giving Will every opportunity to rip his heart out just so he could know if Will would still want to be his friend. Mike knew he screwed up, and he was scared Will would use this opportunity to replace him. Will replies by letting Mike know that he had every intention of returning to him and that he could never replace Mike. I don’t know if this was meant to be the apology, but it did seem to put both their minds and hearts at ease.</p><p>Regardless, you don’t act like that with someone without a strong existing relationship. They bring out the best in each other. The idea that their relationship was so strong was supposed to be why their fight in season 3 was so sad. It was meant to seem wrong, jarring, as if they somehow fell out of step with each other. Contrast that with Mike and El (which I only do as a point of comparison), where their relationship is what seemed jarring and off, and their fight and breakup seemed comical. People in good relationships will still fight now and then, but the difference is that both people involved will feel bad about it. People in bad relationships will, instead, argue over who was right or who won. Mike and Will were in the former, not the latter. They have a good relationship.</p><p>TLDR: Screw those people. Mike and Will love each other, at least platonically, if not romantically. </p>
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Question: <p>Three cartoon characters that you like?</p>
Answer: <p>Tough choice, but I guess you didn’t say top 3, so it’s more open.</p><p>The first three that come to mind are</p><p>1) Daffy Duck</p><p>2) Bob Belcher</p><p>3) Kif Kroker</p>
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Question: <p>Just wanted to say your blog is amazing you deserve so much love &#10084;</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you.</p><p>Love is honestly something I’ve been bad at in my life. I never feel deserving of it, so I tend to shy away from it or not trust that it’s genuine when it’s offered to me. It’s led to quite a negative cycle that has been difficult to break. I’m trying, though.</p>
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Question: <p>I'm so sorry about what your going through at the moment. Quick ask (no need to indulge into details), what's your honest opinion about Will having powers? Do you think it's likely given subtext?</p>
Answer: <p>Thanks for your concern. I know I’ll be fine, and I know having a low stress activity will keep me busy so I don’t fall deeper into it.</p><p>Yeah, I think it’s likely. I know I’ve written about that before, so feel free to look through my past posts. I probably have at least one of them on my index post, though I’ve slacked off on adding posts to it lately.</p><p>Long story short, a lot in Season 1 provides more questions than answers if we don’t allow ourselves to think Will has powers. Whether it’s him escaping being cornered by the demogorgon, appearing briefly in front of his mom, manipulating electrical devices, or just flat out surviving for a week, there’s a lot unanswered as to how all it is possible that Will having powers can answer. It’s that or none of it is really even happening in-universe. I don’t like twists like that where it’s all “surprise, this was all in his head.” I may be oversimplifying it a bit, but the show went to great lengths to build up these characters so we feel for them, then show that they are being impacted by everything that’s happening, so it would cheapen it to me if it weren’t “real.” </p><p>That’s all just my opinion, though. I could be wrong, or, like I said, just oversimplifying things.</p>
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Question: <p>whats your least favorite food?</p>
Answer: <p>I’m fairly open to all kinds of foods now, but I was rather picky as a kid.</p><p>Creamed chipped beef on toast was one I always hated, and I still do today. Don’t even come near me with that stuff. It looks like it was already eaten. My mother loved it, so we had it somewhat often growing up, much to my disgust.</p><p>I was also not a fan of the Manwich sloppy joe mix. I remember that the smell was so repugnant to me that I couldn’t even be in the room when my mom would make those for dinner.</p>
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Question: <p>I'm so sorry you're going through it right now. Just want to say, for what it's worth, I really appreciate your posts. Lately I feel like you've commented/speculated on ST writing choices more than you have before, with interesting and believable ideas. Anyway, also, an ask! Possibly silly: what 1986-appropriate pop culture landmark, or retro product placement, would it make you smile the most to see in s4? (As prominently as, like, Back to the Future in s3.)</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you. I know I&rsquo;ll get through this. I always do. It&rsquo;s still tough, though.</p><p>I&rsquo;d love to see the NES featured, which I think had its US nationwide release in early 1986. It might be tough to get in a small town like Hawkins, and it was expensive, but I could see Mike wanting to get it for Will for his birthday.</p><p>The NES was a big part of my childhood. Seeing the characters experience it for the first time might be like reliving it for myself. </p>
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Question: <p>When did you discover Stranger Things and what was the first thing you liked about it?</p>
Answer: <p>I first discovered Stranger Things a few months after it came out. I don’t remember exactly when I watched it, but it took me a bit to give it a shot. I remember thinking it looked neat, but I’m not really a horror fan. Friends of mine suggested I watch it, knowing I was very into 80s pop culture and D&amp;D. I was bored one day and decided to give it a watch, and the rest, as the saying goes, is history.</p><p>I think the first thing I liked about it, aside from the aforementioned 80s pop culture and D&amp;D, was that it set up all the classic 80s movie tropes only to subvert them. I think it clicked for me when I expected Hopper to be a the typical useless 80s kid’s movie cop, but he instead turned out to be a caring and determined, if gruff, man. The show just ended up having so much more depth than I thought it would, and I’m glad I listened to my friends.</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 642240953840697344
Date: 2021-02-05 01:31:42 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/642240953840697344
Slug: this-is-totally-random-and-completely-unrelated-to
Reblog key: VnuuIlhZ
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>This is totally random and completely unrelated to ST, but what is your favorite fruit?</p>
Answer: <p>This is harder to answer than it has any right to be. I love all kinds of fruit, but my preferences can depend on the situation and season.<br/><br/>Cherries, I guess, because I also love cherry flavored candy and whatnot.</p>
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Question: <p>What's a movie that you could watch over and over again and still not get sick of?</p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s probably a lot of movies, if I&rsquo;m being honest.</p><p>If I had to pick one, though, it might be Wayne&rsquo;s World. I&rsquo;ve already seen it enough that I may well be able to recite it. It might not be a great movie, but it&rsquo;s so funny and quotable.</p>
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Question: <p>You may have answered this before, but what's your favorite Byler moment?</p>
Answer: <p>The shed scene with Mike tearfully remembering the day he met Will. The emotion was so genuine. You could tell how scared Mike was that he soon might be left with only memories of Will, and you could see Will struggling to break through as he was brought to tears by how much Mike cared about him. Truly a touching moment.</p>
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Question: <p>I like Byeler, and like you I am cautiously optimistic about our chances. If it became canon in s4, I would not be shocked whatsoever. However, I know the casual watchers and hardcore Milevens would be very shocked. What do you think s4 could do (assuming Byeler becomes canon, to some degree) to get those people to support it or at least believe that it makes sense?</p>
Answer: <p>People are going to think what they want to think regarding ships. That’s just the nature of things when one is emotionally invested in something. So, if there are fans adamantly against Byler (whether it’s because they’re in favor of Mileven or some other reason), they’re going to be shocked and/or against it regardless of how the show presents it.</p><p>The best thing the show can do is ensure Mike gets closure with El first. I wrote about that somewhat recently <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/641064205743800320/do-you-think-well-get-a-byler-kiss-in-s4-or-just">here</a>. I think fans will be against Mike and Will being together if it means an unhappy El. She’s a fan favorite and an already tragic character. If she’s written to be believably in favor of Mike and Will being together, then most fans will follow suit. It might be a bit of a journey to get her to that point, though.</p><p>I’m a big believer in both El and Will being happy in the end. This is one of my non-negotiables. I don’t like the idea of characters, especially kids, existing only to suffer.</p>
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Question: <p>Idk if you've already answered this before, but what do you think is gonna be the future storylines of the couples that are currently together i.e Jancy, Lumax and Mileven? What path are the writers gonna take for each of them for the next 2 seasons?</p>
Answer: <p>It’s hard to say, really. I don’t see any of them staying together based on how they’ve been presented so far. Jancy probably would have the best shot, but even they have issues with respecting each other’s problems. As for their storylines?<br/><br/>Jancy: Nancy and Jonathan start to get used to life without each other. They get their own new friends. We know Jonathan gets a friend in Argyle, while Nancy shares at least one scene with Robin. Their lives just start to take them in separate directions, and they realize that, while they do care about each other, their relationship is surprisingly easy to move past. They do make attempts at the long-distance thing, but phone calls are just no substitute for what they’d like to do together. I think they both learn about themselves and start to enjoy other aspects of life.</p><p>Lumax: Lucas and Max hit a rough spot as the school year moves on. Max continues to suffer from grief from Billy’s death, which causes a very uncomfortable (and possibly dangerous) home situation. Lucas is not as sensitive as he should be. It’s hard for him to feel bad about Billy after the guy tried to beat the hell out of him. Lucas is also seeking to branch away from his previous nerdy interests in an effort to be more manly. I think they break up early on in the season. They make up towards the end, but decide to just try being friends and go from there.</p><p>Mileven: Being apart makes for a very confusing time for the both of them as a nice follow up to their awkward, uneven goodbye. El is still going as if they are together, while Mike tries to play it both ways by not correcting her, but also not being all in with the relationship. He enjoys being able to say he has a girlfriend without having to actually have a girlfriend. He also doesn’t really want to hurt her after everything that has happened. This comes to a head when Mike goes to visit, and El inevitably notices that he’s not enthusiastic about being alone with her. I think they eventually fight, leading to El running off to get away from him, which somehow leads to her being found and captured by Brenner. Mike feels incredibly guilty, and he and Will (and others? I’m not sure I want that dynamic duo trying to rescue me alone) go off to find her, not realizing Brenner is involved.</p><p>These are just my own personal predictions based on what we know from previous seasons, as well as what little we’ve gleaned about season 4. I am most certainly wrong about most of it, but I think the broad strokes could be right.</p>
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Question: <p>Why do you think so many fans, even those who wouldn&rsquo;t be considered casual viewers of the show think that those who romantically ship Mike and Will are kidding themselves? Sometimes I feel like I&rsquo;m missing something, like we&rsquo;re not even watching the same show. From my perspective, it&rsquo;s beyond me to how someone could look at Mike and El&rsquo;s romantic relationship, especially after s3, and think it&rsquo;s proper.</p>
Answer: <p>Great question. I’ve touched on this issue a time or two before, but perhaps never in such a direct manner. I think there’s several things in play here that lead to the more “mainstream” fans considering it crazy when Mike and Will are seen as a romantic pairing. I think these same causes also lead to fans missing how improper, to use your terms, Mike and El’s relationship is. Some of these things are more valid than others, but they’re all valid in the sense that they are real, meaning that people aren’t just being petty. There are those out there who are petty, of course, but I think it’s unfair to cast all fans we disagree with in with that group.</p><p>First, let’s get this out of the way, heteronormativity maintains quite the stranglehold on American culture. Yes, we’ve come a long, long way. Gay characters and couples are portrayed in a much more positive light compared to twenty or more years ago. Still, they continue to be treated as a shock, either in behavior or reveal. By that I mean that these characters are either blatantly obvious or a complete surprise. There is seldom any middle ground here. This is, in my opinion anyway, a remnant of the transition of gay characters from caricatures to genuine characters. Fans, American fans at least, want to seem accepting to gay people, but they also want it crystal clear that gay people are different from them. To quote Homer Simpson from Homer’s Phobia, a 1997 episode of The Simpsons, “I like my beer cold, my TV loud, and my homosexuals flaming!”</p><p>The 90s were a time when gay people were starting to be seen as decent people instead of deviants. They still weren’t equal, though, and were often used as props and novelties. The Gay Best Friend trope came out of this idea that gay people were fun and exotic, and many would also use them as a way to show how progressive they were. It was a step in the right direction, perhaps, but gay people were still not seen as equals. </p><p>Why is this important? Well, maybe it’s not, but not only is Stranger Things the product of two brothers who grew up in that era of thinking, but so is the largest segment of the viewership. Most Stranger Things viewers fall in the 18-29 and 30-44 demographics. I, myself, fall in the latter category. While we all laughed at Homer’s idiotic homophobia, we all knew deep down that we were similarly taken in by stereotypes and heternormativity. That is to say, that being straight was the normal, expected way of things, and gay people was something neat and trendy, but that only happened to other people.</p><p>This mindset persists today, though it does seem to be slowly eroding. We still expect most characters to be straight. I suppose, in some ways, this makes sense. The majority of people in America (and likely the world) still identify as heterosexual, so, technically, statistically, being LGBT is “abnormal.” Still, the degree to which I see LGBT people being open about their identities sometimes catches me off guard when I stop to think about it. It’s something that was unimaginable when I was a teenager, barring being in an identified gay club or neighborhood. The fact that it catches me off guard, despite identifying as bisexual, is proof that those mechanisms of my upbringing persist. </p><p>I am able to see the romantic undertones of Mike and Will’s relationship because I’ve been there. I’ve been in love with a same-sex friend and been afraid to say anything about it. I’ve agonized over whether it was real or just a phase. I’ve struggled with hiding it. I’ve tried to keep my feelings hidden while also letting them slip out in controlled bursts of not-quite-platonic gestures. I’ve even wondered how I could be “like that” when I acted and dressed just like any other guy I knew. Despite living it, I still saw “it” as something foreign and different. It’s only because I lived it that I can see through the heteronormativity and recognize homosexual love in “straight” TV and movie characters. I’m sorry, but Poe Dameron was definitely into Finn, and Finn, at the very least, idolized Poe, and you can’t convince me otherwise, no matter what Disney tried to pull by giving them both inconsequential female love interests.</p><p>(Christ, this is turning into a real rant here, oh well, the bottle has been opened.)</p><p>So, yeah, heteronormativity basically tells us that if characters are gay then they’ll act a “certain way” so we know. Mike and Will don’t do this, so, to most fans, they aren’t gay. Heteronormativity and pop culture tropes also tell us that male and female leads are meant to end up together. Now, in defense of other fans, the Duffers do play around with all sorts of tropes, so it’s understandable that people would expect things to be just as formulaic in Stranger Things. The problem these fans don’t see, however, is that the Duffers seem to like subverting the tropes. </p><p>For those of you who aren’t aware, subverting a trope means that we are led to believe that we’re being shown something we’ve seen time and time again, only to end up with something else. Season 1 was so big on this that I fell in love with the show. Adults Are Useless? Joyce did not sit around while the kids solved the mystery. Hopper wasn’t the ineffectual drunk cop I was expecting him to be. Jerk Jock? No, Steve is actually a nice, if dopey, guy once he stops letting his friends influence him. Virgin Survivor? No, sex is not seen as a vice needing to be punished, so Barb dies instead of Nancy. The Duffers know what we expect to see, they tease us with it, then pull the rug out from under us.</p><p>So, what do we expect in terms of romance? We expect our opposite sex leads to pair up. This would mean Mike &amp; El and Joyce &amp; Hopper as our kid and adult lead pairs, respectively. Mike &amp; El, in particular, seems to be something they’ve tantalized fans with, both in the show and marketing. We can look at that relationship, though, and see that it’s not built on much. That’s somewhat in line with many kid relationships, so, really, it’s expected that it would similarly fizzle out as those relationships generally do. These are two kids who knew each other for a week, then spent a year apart. If anything, they’re more in love with the ideas of each other they created in that time apart than anything else. This could explain why their relationship was so shallow once they’re together again. We all experienced this type of crush or relationship before, the one where we don’t really know the person so we create a version of them in our minds. This version often clashes with the real one once we get to know them. Still, we’ve all been there.</p><p>This brings me to my final point: identification. We identify with characters when we watch TV shows and movies. I dare say most, if not all, of us can identify with these kids getting these crushes and early relationships. The youngest fans probably identify even more since they’re currently in those stages of life. I’m sure many young fans identify with either Mike or El, and perhaps fantasize about being with the other (or both?). Whether we realize it or not, we’re casting our own wants and needs onto the characters. Some fans want Mike and El together because it validates their own feelings and experiences. </p><p>I know that I certainly identify with Mike and Will through my own teenage experiences. I identify with other characters for more mature, adult reasons, as well. Yes, a part of me ships Mike and Will because of this. The difference here, compared to other ships I’ve gotten behind, is that this actually seems real. There is canon evidence that Mike and Will appear to have non-platonic feelings for each other, feelings built over a very long friendship. Mike legit seems like the closeted, possibly not even aware, gay kid going through the motions of a straight relationship. Will seems like he’s actively suppressing any romantic urges because he’s spent his life being bullied for being queer. They’ve been written to have more genuinely romantic moments than Mike and El have had. I’ve said it before, and I’ll say it again, the writers will have some explaining to do if they don’t get together. Many fans will miss it, due to the reasons mentioned above, but it’s all been laid there before us. Nobody should be surprised, but they will be.</p>
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Question: <p>Just caught up on your latest posts. I agree with most of your replies. But! There's the one where you said Will would see his powers as a curse. Now I'm not saying he'd be thrilled about his (subc action's) consequences but don't you think that Will, the very same Will who is obsessed with wizards and magic, would be on fire? Plus. His friends&amp;family would finally treat him differently and not like "he's gonna break". He would no longer be weak. But the most powerful. Isn't that what he wanted?</p>
Answer: <p>Hey, great question. I plan to go into this in greater detail in another Ask that inquires to how the different characters will react to Will having these powers. Still, you’ve been waiting a long time for an answer, so I feel I need to give you something. As to Will seeing them as a curse, try to keep in mind what has happened. If the Upside Down, and everything that’s happened as a result of it, was created by Will’s mind and brought it into reality by his powers, then we have to consider what all that means.</p><p>While we could never hold Will responsible for something he didn’t know he was doing, Will would almost certainly blame himself for every single bad thing that’s happened. The pain. The deaths. The trauma. He’d see all of it as his fault. He’d harbor such intense guilt that none of us could even imagine what it’d feel like.</p><p>Yes, getting control of it back from the Mindflayer would be key to him coming to terms with it all. This would not be easy, though, and I expect there will be those (coughBrennercough) who could be eager to keep Will in a state in which he could be manipulated. Someone whose thoughts can become reality would be a dangerous asset to the wrong people. Imagine how bad Will would feel should he be used in such a way.</p>
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Question: <p>What do you think would be the ideal ending for El??? Like, what would give her personal story closure while also staying true to the narrative thats been built for the last 3 seasons</p>
Answer: <p>I could probably write a very long post for this question, but, ultimately, I don’t feel like that’s necessary. When all is said and done, what El needs, what she deserves, is to discover herself and be happy with who she is. Max was right. So far, El was following the leads of Mike and Hopper. Yes, Max also influenced her to a degree, but she was also the first one to nudge El towards self-exploration.</p><p>Everything (yes, <b>everything</b>) about El so far has been the result of her taking on the styles, attitudes, rules, etc. of the men in her life. It started with the outright abusive Brenner, then the caring, but clueless Mike, then the protective, but strict Hopper, and then back to Mike (who was just all cocky and tried to hide her away). She’s also taken on social norms and roles from what she’s observed on TV. Until Max pushed her to find clothes she liked, El never really thought about who she was and wanted to be. This is El’s character arc, and an ideal ending would be her at least on the road to figuring herself out. </p><p>It might be asking a lot for them to have El resolve her identity crisis (realistically) by the end of a fifth season, but they would at least need to make it clear that she’s on her way. Part of this will need to be the other characters understanding and accepting that they can’t shape her, even if they never intentionally meant to in the first place. El needs to develop, and be <b>allowed</b> to develop, a sense of personal agency, so she can shape her own life, morals, and future plans. Her friends and family should be allowed to help her, of course, but she’ll never be able to be her own person if the people who profess to care about her (coughMikecoughHoppercough) don’t encourage her to make her own life choices or respect her choices when she tries to.</p><p>I suppose, long story short, that I think El’s ideal ending would be <b>her </b>deciding who El even is.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think we'll get a byler kiss in S4? Or just scenes that confirm they're in love?</p>
Answer: <p>Thanks for the Ask. I haven’t had a lot of motivation the past couple days, but you all took the time to send me Asks, so I’m trying my best to answer.<br/><br/>I don’t think we’ll get a kiss in season 4. Maybe they’ll tease it a bit, but I have a feeling they’ll save that for season 5. <br/><br/>With Season 4 being the penultimate season, it has the difficult, but important, job of setting up the pins so Season 5 can knock them all down. All major character arcs will end in that final season, and a huge part of both Mike and Will’s arcs is their love for each other. </p><p>There’s plenty of work to be done in Season 4, so rushing their relationship wouldn’t be a good thing, anyway. Mike has a lot to work through, and we haven’t even seen Will acknowledge his feelings for Mike yet. All of that really needs to come first, so, yes, I do think we will get scenes that confirm what many of us already know. I think these scenes will be largely separate, though. Their scenes together will probably be heavy with unspoken feelings, but I don’t think they’ll reveal those feelings to each other in Season 4. Well, maybe something will happen at the very end.</p><p>Also, Will’s happiness shouldn’t come at the expense of El’s. It would be really hard for fans to get behind Mike and Will if them getting together leaves El heartbroken. She may not really love Mike, but she thinks she does. Having Mike and Will kiss without resolving her situation would really come across as mean. In fact, I could see Mike being reluctant to do anything with his feelings for Will as long as El thinks she’s his girlfriend. I think once El no longer feels the need to use Mike as a secure base, she’ll get over him, and they’ll remain close friends. </p><p>Finally, there’s just a lot that doesn’t even involve Mike or Will that needs to be accomplished with Season 4. There’s simply not enough time to handle everything mentioned above and also realistically get Mike and Will to a point where they’re ready to act on their feelings, while also moving along other character arcs and the main plot. </p><p>I think we’ll end Season 4 with the boys being aware of their own feelings, and possibly having a sense that it might be mutual, but they’re too busy dancing around each other, too unsure to act. Something will happen at the end of the season, though. I have a hunch that Will is going to be taken by Brenner for an experiment or believed to be dead, leaving Mike full of regret for not having said anything when he had the chance. I don’t have any real reason for this idea. It’s just a feeling I have.<br/><br/>Bleh, this post wasn’t too great. Sorry, I’m not in the best headspace right now.</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;m so sorry for such a stupid question..but are you happy? I just want you to be happy so much, you&rsquo;re such a beautiful human being</p>
Answer: <p>You flatter me.</p><p>Happiness and I have a complicated relationship. I don’t really know how to explain it further without depressing anyone.</p><p>I manage, though. I have my good days and my bad. I haven’t had any <b><i>really</i></b> bad days for a long time. That’s always a plus.</p>
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Question: <p>I wish you a good day</p>
Answer: <p>This sort of out-of-the-blue message does bring a smile to my face, thank you.</p><p>It was an ok day. I was only in the building for a week, but it was still tough to leave not knowing when I’d be back.</p><p>I was actually happy to get out of the apartment. Things have been&hellip;awkward with the roommate lately. </p><p>Silver lining? I can adjust my alarm to be 30 minutes later.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi! I was just wondering if you think that there will be some Joyce Byers/Karen Wheeler friendship or something in st4? They seemed close in s1, but maybe have drifted away from each other. Thanks! I love your posts! &lt;3</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you for your kind words. I’m glad you enjoy reading my posts.</p><p>This is something I’d like to see, as well. It’s been a while since I’ve watched season one, so I don’t quite remember if Joyce and Karen were friends or if they were just friendly with one another since their sons were close. We know that Karen socializes to some extent since she was seen gossiping on the phone when Dustin came around looking for Mike in season two. She hasn’t really interacted with Joyce, though. She may have been weirded out since it did look like Joyce was losing her mind in season one. She also didn’t go to see Joyce off when they moved, so it’s unlikely they maintained any sort of relationship. I have a feeling they were more on “tell your mother I said hi” terms.</p><p>Now, with the Byers no longer being in Hawkins, it’s even more unlikely that we’ll see them interact. We may get phone calls, especially if Mike does indeed run off like so many fans seem to think he will. I can see either Karen calling Joyce (if Mike left a note or someone told her where he went) or Joyce calling Karen (”Hey, uh, do you know Mike is here?”), and maybe they can grow to become friends, but I don’t think they have been, at least not since Will went missing.</p>
Tags: stranger things, joyce byers, karen wheeler, stranger things 4

Post id: 640666672902078464
Date: 2021-01-18 16:29:11 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/640666672902078464
Slug: i-have-a-question-if-el-is-hypothetically-an
Reblog key: UvFrhJDS
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/kaypeace21/640642556660695040
Reblog name: kaypeace21
Question: <p>I have a question. If El is hypothetically an alter of Will&rsquo;s, how is M**even (don&rsquo;t want to show up in tags) happening? I think I&rsquo;ve read somewhere of someone discussing this theory saying that Will might have used his powers to bring her and other alters out into the real world?? I apologize if you&rsquo;ve already answered this </p>
Answer: <p>Yeah -that was in my theory. In my <a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/638880864746520576/some-of-your-favorite-characters-are-wills-split"><b>DID theory HERE</b></a> I specifically said EL (along with almost all of Will’s alters) escaped into our world. The Duffers reference Xmen and charles xavier (professor x) in every season of ST. Professor x’s son had DID and his alters escaped into the material world as tangible people (and were terrorized and forced to integrate back into 1 personality- by the shadow phoenix * cough ‘shadow monster/mindflayer’ from s2). The shadow phoenix is the ‘cousin’ of the ‘dark phoenix’ reffed by Will in ep 1 of ST.</p><p> And maybe a coincidence but the avengers/thor ragnarock was on the movie list (and in new avengers comics ) scarlet witch’s mutant son <b>William, nickname billy  (code name Wiccan-like a wizard) - is gay ,has lightning&amp;fire powers and can alter reality.</b> He’s been <b>possessed In the past - even spit up a slug too. He accidentally opens a portal to his world allowing the inter dimensional monster “mama” out (cough demogorgans are called “deep father”.) He Temporarily became the evil ‘demiurge ‘ (master of all reality). And his boyfriend snaps him out of it-it’s essentially the gay version of “the dark phoenix saga” where scott snaps jean/dark phoenix(fire powered character) out of their posession.</b> Someone also questions whether teddy (Billy’s boyfriend) was subconsciously created by billy . Teddy has an existential crisis but later says he doesn’t care one way or another cause he loves Him. Later Billy assures him he didn’t create him cause even in his wildest dreams he couldn’t imagine loving someone like teddy , saying it’s “impossible “ to have created him. Their love saves the universe on multiple occasions. <b>Teddy is the one who snaps William out of his trance and gets him to fulfill his destiny to bring balance to all realities /dimensions that are intersecting- and people joking call him the “messiah.” Reminds me of Will, byler (and some movie inspos). </b></p><p>Also <b>William has a  twin brother tommy . They were twins separated at birth&hellip; but not related by blood but by reincarnation.  (symbolically el being Will’s alter)since both tommy &amp; el have a lot in common.Tommy had been locked up , and was being tested and experimented on with the goal to make him into a living weapon.</b> The team was able to locate him in a high security detention facility for superpowered juvenile offenders. They release him from his cell, and Stature almost <b>immediately noted that Tommy and Billy could be twins. Tommy</b> cynically and cruelly began <b>attacking the officers and fleeing doctors.</b> In a different story arc , <b>Tommy was seemingly dematerialized by an entity .But, Tommy reappeared  in the now dematerialised monster’s place</b> .  <b>Tommy also temporarily  moved in with William’s family . </b></p><p>Also&hellip; lol unlike gay William his twin is bi. Which , haha, I’m pretty sure some people already headcanon Will/el as such. </p><p>Also, Hawkinsschoolcounselor mentioned how the s4 character victor creel May be a ref to victor creed (x men character) . A mutant who was poor and had an ab*sive alcoholic dad who would tie and beat him to a bed and call him a demon for his powers. Reminds me of Will’s excorcism-and some movie inspirations with ab*sive dad. So I think maybe the Duffers are x-men/mutant comic fans . So it’s possible various stories were inspo. </p><p>I explained more of the evidence in the theory (hyperlink above ) so I’d just re-read it . :)</p>
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Question: <p>Hope you don't mind if I ask a hypothetical question. If Hopper were to have gone through with reciting his heart-to-heart to Mike and El when he initially planned to, do you think the speech's components could have triggered an earlier realization in Mike?</p>
Answer: <p>Good question. </p><p>I think it’s possible that Mike may have had some sort of revelation while listening to that speech, but not with it coming from Hopper. He just doesn’t respect Hopper enough to even pay attention to what he’s saying in a moment like that. If he were to actually listen, he’d probably still write the whole speech off as a waste of time simply because it came from Hopper in the first place. If he heard it from someone else, someone that he respected, then I think it may have made some things click. I still don’t think he would have had the same realizations that he seemed to have in season 3, though. If he did, while still dating El, I think he just would’ve gone into severe denial.</p><p>I think his fights with both El and Will needed to happen to push Mike onto a path towards realization. Being with El allowed him to hide from the truth, whether he realized he was doing it or not. The breakup with El also led to him spending the day with Lucas and Will, leading to the D&amp;D debacle that caused the fight with Will. He probably didn’t realize it in the moment, but Mike probably did eventually notice that he reacted to both of them being mad at him very differently. Will was the one he ran to begging for forgiveness. His desperate, yet half-hearted, attempts to get El back only happened after he fought with Will. I don’t think it’s a coincidence that yet again his feelings for the two of them were intertwined over the course of a season. Season 3 was the only time he was able to interact with El and Will at the same time, though, and that made the difference (well, that and he’s older now).  </p><p>Had Mike not fought with El, who knows when he would have realized his feelings for her changed (or just weren’t what he thought they were). If he hadn’t have fought with Will, who knows when Mike would’ve realized just how much he’d miss him. Do you think it’s a coincidence that a season where Mike was afraid he drove away his girlfriend and best friend ended with them literally being driven away from him? The fights showed the fans who he really missed, and the ending showed Mike who he really missed. Don’t take this as Mike not caring about El, but it’s just hard to compare how much he’d miss a relationship built over 9 years vs a relationship built over 9 months. He’s gonna miss El, but he lost a part of himself due to Will leaving.</p><p>Hopper never would have seen it happening this way, but him lying to Mike to get him away from El that night actually set in motion the sequence of events that led to them breaking up. It also set in motion the sequence of events that seem to have shown Mike that El isn’t the one he’s been “crazy” about. Mission accomplished, Hop? </p>
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Question: <p>Hi! I noticed that you are a lot more optimistic about the chances of Byler now compared to your early posts. Why?</p>
Answer: <p>Good question. I may have discussed this before, but, honestly, who remembers?</p><p>I’m somewhat cynical by nature. When it comes to depictions of gay relationships, in particular, I’ve been burned too many times to count. I suppose in some way it’s a product of my generation. Growing up in the 80s and 90s meant that I rarely saw gay characters get happy endings, and almost never as the main characters. </p><p>I suppose things are a bit different these days, but the damage has been done when I look at popular culture. There’s a bit of confirmation bias at play, I realize, since I’ll easily spot the tired gay tropes, but also perhaps miss the subversions. I’ve recently mentioned how I’ve gotten a little bit into Cobra Kai. Well, there are a couple of male characters in that show that clearly have intense feelings (whether romantic or platonic) for each other, but both have been shown in flat heterosexual relationships (one of which really seemed forced) that seem to have no bearing on the plot or their characters. It’s that type of move that strikes me as “oh crap, we better do something so fans don’t think these guys are gay!” Now this could just be some confirmation bias on my part, but I’ve seen that sort of buildup before, only for it to be smacked down by the writers later.</p><p>I had a similar viewpoint on Byler fresh off of season 3. That cynical side of me that always suspects the worst of writers when it comes to possibly gay characters screamed at me that they were just messing with us. They were going to make Will gay, perhaps, but not let him be happy with Mike. Keep in mind that I started this blog, and made those earlier posts, very fresh off of season 3. My reactions were still tinged with the emotions that built up from years of letdowns for gay characters and storylines. I thought that maybe I was just seeing what I wanted to see or that the writers screwed up and were messily trying to undo it.</p><p>Time leads to reconsiderations, though. I had a lot of time to ingest the thoughts of others in the community. The analyses of scenes, the actual scripts, and the coy responses of the actors all had an impact in how I came to be more confident. It also helped that I was able to conceptualize Mike being gay using actual psychological theories. A lot of people can accept Will as gay since the show has all but stated it, but it’s Mike that’s the harder sell. At first I didn’t think the writers would be good enough, or aware enough of gay issues, to adequately portray a gay teen who hasn’t really had his realization yet. It’s usually more like Will’s situation. But I’ve come to have a greater appreciation for the Duffers and their team, again, due to the thoughts of others in the community. </p><p>There’s such an attention to detail on this show that it’s harder to believe they wouldn’t realize what they’re doing. The actual scripts showed us that Will was keeping his eyes on Mike while they all danced. They also told us that Mike was indeed confused and uncomfortable with El proclaiming her love for him and kissing him during their conversation at the end of Season 3. The ways the actors have responded to questions regarding Byler are clear attempts to avoid giving any real information. If we weren’t meant to wonder about Mike and Will’s relationship then they’d be able to just tell us. </p><p>Whether it goes where we want it to go or not, Mike and Will’s relationship is important to the show. It’s something fans were meant to pick up on. A while back (after season 2, I think), David Harbour did an interview where he mentioned that there’s a beautiful story being built up that fans may miss but will be clear to have been there all along once it’s over. I haven’t been able to find that interview (since you’ll just get the same one or two interviews from 500 sources when searching), but I swear I remember reading it. Now it could be something else entirely, but it could also be Mike and Will’s slowly building love. If I somehow imagined that interview, then my imagination is more boring than I thought.</p><p>I realize I’m potentially setting myself up for another disappointment (which would only result in me becoming more cynical), but I’m letting my guard down here. I feel that safe about it. I’m trusting the writers to not be major assholes, which they would be if they had Mike run off to the Byers in late March for a reason other than Will’s birthday. I’m trusting them to not be hacks, which they would have to be to <b>consistently and accidentally </b>give us reason to think Mike and Will are slowly realizing they love each other. I’m trusting these writers to be good at their jobs. </p>
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Question: <p>Congrats on your 1000 subscribers! You have a lot of students to take care of now. (Terrible joke I know...)</p><p>Do you have a type of character or a trope that you'd like to see explored or subverted in Stranger Things in the next seasons ? </p>
Answer: <p>Thanks, but I’d rather not think of you all as my students. My students have to listen to me; you folks choose to. Now, as to your question.<br/><br/>Bury Your Gays/But Not Too Gay or anything similar needs to be subverted.</p><p>Back in the 80s gay characters would be played for laughs or drama rather than be a part of a fulfilling story. They’d be a campy comic relief, a tragic victim, a twisted villain, or simply kept off to the side. </p><p>What I want is for gay characters to be given unequivocally happy endings. No minimized hugging in the background while the straight lead couple kisses passionately. No sacrificing themselves. No predatory behavior. No stereotypes. And, so help me god, no “it’s up to interpretation” bullshit.</p><p>Plenty of gay people got happy endings in the 80s (though many also didn’t). The pop culture of the time may not have been willing or able to show it, but Stranger Things can. </p>
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Question: <p>Your 3 favorite things about Hopper</p>
Answer: <p>I’m assuming this is one of my 1000 followers Asks since it came in around that time. Sorry this one is a bit late, I’m back to working in-person again. I’m still more than happy to take more requests for my 1000th follower Ask Me Anything, but be aware that I have a bit less time now.</p><p>Now, as to your request:</p><p>1) He’s not an example of Adults Are Useless or Police Are Useless. When we first meet him, he gives off the impression that he’s going to try his best to get out of investigating Will’s disappearance. Once it’s clear that Will’s disappearance is serious, though, he’s all-in and nothing can stop him.</p><p>2) He has a heart, even if he doesn’t want to show it. Hopper has more than his own share of trauma, and this had led him to want to avoid personal attachments. This leads him to being standoffish, but he can’t help but be a father to El and a sort-of father to Will. He also likes Joyce, even if he’s too damaged to express it in a healthy way. Poor guy needs therapy, not condemnation.</p><p>3) He respects others’ opinions, even though he, again, doesn’t want to show it. He expresses frustration with several people, namely Joyce, Murray, and Dustin, but when it looks like they’re on to something he wants them to spill everything. </p><p>Basically, I guess what I like is that, even though he’s put up this “leave me alone” exterior (to protect himself from further loss), he is a good man, and a good cop, underneath of it. He’s a complex character, rather than a trope. This is another example of the subverted tropes that <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> has posted about.</p>
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Question: <p>Congratulations on 1000 followers. Your blogposts are thoughtful and well written  - so I keep recommending them to people who like Stranger Things - and, sadly enough, do not have a Tumblr account. Their feedback's usually utterly positive... which is not surprising at all. (: I'm very happy that you've reached this milestone. Oh - don't feel obligated to answer this: Are there any places that you've never been and would like to visit before you get too old to travel (e.g. cities, countries, national parks etc.)? x</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you so much. It means a lot to me that you enjoy my posts enough to recommend them to others. Please feel free to pass on any comments or questions your non-Tumblr friends have.</p><p>There honestly aren’t many places I <i>have </i>been. I’m very much a homebody, and I spent a large chunk of my adult life either underemployed (before I went back to school for my Master’s) or unemployed (it took me three years after graduating to get a permanent job). I actually haven’t been on vacation since my senior class trip after graduating high school in 2000.</p><p>I wouldn’t mind going to Ireland or Italy to check out my family’s roots. I also really enjoy other cultures’ food and art. I doubt I’d ever actually do it, but a world tour where I go around visiting restaurants, museums, theaters, etc. sounds very fun to me. </p><p>I’d also like just getting away to something low-key, like going to a beach and just relaxing. I could maybe be talked into going to Disney or some other major theme park, as well. It’d be great if I could talk my friends into going as a group. They’re the ones I really see as my family, anyway.</p>
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Question: <p>Did you watch La Casa de Papel?</p>
Answer: <p>No, and I have to admit I had to look it up. I’m not really a fan of the heist genre, personally.<br/><br/>Feel free to share if there’s a reason you asked me about that particular show. There aren’t a lot of current shows I follow. I was a fan of GLOW, but it got cancelled. I might watch Cobra Kai next season. I’ve previously only looked up nostalgia-filled clips on YouTube, but this season seemed really good to me, and I watched enough clips to piece together the entire season. </p><p>As you can see, I like shows that reference the 80s.</p>
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Question: <p>Favorite reaction gifs? Not only Stranger Things but anything</p>
Answer: <p>Wow, you guys are really coming up with some good Asks for this milestone. Keep em coming!<br/><br/>I live for reaction gifs in text conversations with my friends. It’s hard to pick favorites since they’re large contextual. I basically look for what works in a given situation. I do have some favorites, though: </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="360" data-orig-width="480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4ecebd5bb0f144522d63c239812c6ae8/b4fc6418d709a46d-50/s640x960/a37838a127e3aafa69674d0241981c844d947ade.gif" data-orig-height="360" data-orig-width="480"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="270" data-orig-width="480"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f1ad85220a88aadf8f1a450e7afc0826/b4fc6418d709a46d-67/s640x960/ab8aa62329acefd7f5f579be0c202b7d838e8da7.gif" data-orig-height="270" data-orig-width="480"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="219" data-orig-width="390"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9ff9008367fba8416d1025f736c22ae7/b4fc6418d709a46d-18/s640x960/c6a858a7d8615ac30ac594858361ad743d2f5b10.gif" data-orig-height="219" data-orig-width="390"/></figure></div>
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Question: <p>How do you think every character would react if Will came out as gay?</p>
Answer: <p>Hey, thanks for the Ask. I did address this in the past, though.<br/><br/><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/629373742443905024/how-do-you-think-the-characters-will-react-to">https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/629373742443905024/how-do-you-think-the-characters-will-react-to</a></p><p>I don’t currently have any reason to think anything different from what I wrote there.</p>
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Question: <p>Which character in Stranger Things would you be most okay with witnessing your most embarassing moment from your childhood? (No need to specify what it was unless you'd like to.)</p>
Answer: <p>Interesting question, which I assume is part of my 1000 Follower Ask Me Anything.<br/><br/>I feel like Will would be the most trustworthy and sympathetic person to know. I, indeed, will not go into details, but it was related to going through puberty. But you aren’t Will, so I’m not going to tell.</p>
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Question: <p>Happy noises again about 1K followers :) And, if this doesn't sound too cheesy, I hope you go easy on yourself in reflection/criticism of your own writing. I think life is less kind lately to all of us and it's only natural to lose some of our focus but it isn't (necessarily) forever. (This is very hard to be consistent about reminding myself of, mind you...!) Anyway, in conclusion, thanks for everything, Byler is endgame ^_^</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you. I do have to be reminded to not be so hard on myself. Still, I think my self-criticism is important. Let’s be honest, I’m working in an echo chamber here. The vast majority of people who read my posts, and probably 99% of my followers, are people who already agree with me. I can expect a lot of positive reinforcement with little criticism. Without a bit of self-criticism, it’s easy to get carried away in an environment like that. That said, I know I sometimes take it too far, so I thank you.</p>
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Question: <p>Since we are celebrating your 1000 follower milestone: can you link to three of your posts (or more, if you'd like) that you feel very satisfied with and that you find you look back on and are glad you wrote?</p><p>Your blogposts are often very insightful, empathetic, and thought-provoking. I hope that you appreciate a lot of the ideas you've shared with your Tumblr followers over time as much as those following your blog surely do. Thanks for taking the time to write content for the Stranger Things fan community! </p>
Answer: <p>You’re too kind. I do tend to be my own worst critic, but there have been posts I’m proud of. My goal with this blog has been to bring my psychological knowledge to the world of Stranger Things, and there have been three posts where I think I did a good job with that.<br/><br/><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/186428843328/will-byers-growing-up-gay-in-the-pre-internet">Will Byers &amp; Growing Up Gay in the Pre-Internet Era</a>  (this is easily my most popular post)</p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/625900653239255040/why-do-you-lie-a-look-at-a-gay-mike-wheeler">“Why do you lie?”: A look at a gay Mike Wheeler</a> </p><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/623460504603590656/character-analysis-on-steve-if-youre-okay-with">Steve (and Identity Development)</a></p><p>I am mostly happy with how those three posts came out. I would get rushes when writing them, which is usually a sign that I feel particularly confident. I am not a confident person, in general, so that’s significant. If someone were to only read three of my posts, I’d want them to see those. </p><p>Still, I pinned an index post to my blog for a reason. I probably should do a better job of updating it, though.</p>
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Question: <p>5 movies that you really like that are among the video store friday movies for st4 </p>
Answer: <p>Ah, nice question. Anyone can ask for my top 5 favorite movies, but you attached the movie board to it. It’s a big list, so trying to get only 5 is tough. </p><p>In no particular order:</p><ul><li>Sword in the Stone (which should have made it onto that favorite Disney movie Ask, oops)</li><li>Wayne’s World</li><li>Willow</li><li>Who Framed Roger Rabbit?</li><li>Knives Out</li></ul><p>Dishonorable Mention: The Peanut Butter Solution. That movie was a fever dream.</p>
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Question: <p>favorite disney movie?</p>
Answer: <p>Tough call. I’m a fan of the old style animated movies, probably because I grew up watching them. It’s hard to pick just one favorite, but there’s some that come to mind, so I’ll say Sleeping Beauty, Robin Hood, and Black Cauldron.</p>
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Question: <p>the zombie apocalypse is coming. who are the 5 characters that you want on your team?</p>
Answer: <p>Are we specifically talking Stranger Things characters here? If that’s the case, then I go with:</p><p>Steve<br/>Hopper<br/>El (with powers, of course)<br/>Nancy<br/>Dustin (he may be useless in a fight, but he’d somehow figure out how to win)<br/><br/>Another fun question, thanks!</p>
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Question: <p>If it was a matter of life and death: what song would you pick to sing at karaoke?</p>
Answer: <p>Ugh, it would <b>need </b>to be life or death in order to get me up on that stage&hellip;<br/><br/>I’d say Take On Me by A ha, but I could never hit those high notes.<br/><br/>Hm, maybe Space Oddity by David Bowie is more in my register.<br/><br/>Great question, by the way. These types of Asks make my milestones even more fun.</p>
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Question: <p>Congratulations on 1000 followers!</p><p>What are three hopes or wishes that you have for the Stranger Things fan community as be begin 2021 and anxiously await season 4?</p>
Answer: <p>Thanks! <br/><br/>My three hopes or wishes for the fan community? </p><ol><li>Be</li><li>Fucking</li><li>Nice!</li></ol><p>Sorry if that’s not what you had in mind, but that’s honestly what I want for the community in the next year. You (and anyone else) can feel free to submit another Ask Me Anything.</p>
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Question: <p>Congrats, you deserve even more. I want to say that despite the fact that I don't agree with everything you write(for example, I don't think that Byler is an endgame. I'm not against this ship, I just don't think Duffers will do this. And I don't think that Joyce would be with Bob even if he survived),I have nothing but a great respect for you. Your posts are really interesting to read. Can I pls ask, if it's not too personal, do you have kids?)</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you. It’s always nice to see someone who understands respectful disagreement. I welcome all to share their thoughts so long as they can do so respectfully. Nobody should feel compelled to agree with everything anyone says. I do feel that my thoughts have sufficient evidence, but I realize that I have my own biases which may sway my conclusions.</p><p>I did say ask me anything, so&hellip;<br/><br/>I do not have kids of my own, no. I have nephews, my friends’ kids, and the many, many whom I serve as the counselor for at my school. I think that’s enough for me. I sometimes wonder about what it will be like not having a family later in life, but, to me, fear of being alone is not a good reason to start a family.</p>
Tags: 1000 followers, follower milestone

Post id: 640124788459880448
Date: 2021-01-12 16:56:10 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/640124788459880448
Slug: congrats-on-1000-followers-youre-one-of-my
Reblog key: ljk6Qzzu
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>congrats on 1000 followers! you're one of my favorite st blogs and i love your posts so much!!! if you feel comfortable sharing, can i ask how old you are? no particular reason for asking per se, i'm just curious :D no pressure!</p>
Answer: <p>Thanks!<br/><br/>I take no offense. I’ve certainly mentioned being older before.</p><p>I’m 38.</p>
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Question: <p>Congraaats about 1000 followers! You were the first blog I followed about Stranger Things! And don't worry, your recent posts are just as good as ever ;) For the ask: Top 5 TV shows? (Top 10 if you're inspired)</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you so much. I’m glad to have you as a reader, as well as a part of the fandom.<br/><br/>Oof, tough. Top 10 all-time, I imagine? That’s an ever-changing list. I probably did a similar list before, and I wouldn’t be surprised if this one looks a bit different. I’ll take a crack at it, though. Honestly, it’ll probably be tough for me to put them in a strict order. I liked so many of them at different times of my life, for perhaps different reasons. Here goes, though:</p><ol><li>Stranger Things (I mean, I never made a blog for any other TV show)</li><li>The Simpsons, first 14 or so seasons only.</li><li>Golden Girls</li><li>The Mary Tyler Moore Show</li><li>Archer</li><li>Get Smart </li><li>It’s Always Sunny in Philadelphia</li><li>American Dad (after it stopped trying to be Family Guy 2 and went all surreal)</li><li>Bojack Horseman</li><li>Star Trek: The Next Generation</li></ol><p>Honorable Mention: Cobra Kai. I’ve never actually watched it, per se, but I’m a big fan of the Karate Kid movies. I’ve been checking out clips of it since season 1 for the nostalgia. I’ve seen enough clips to know what happens without even watching it. Now that it’s on Netflix, I might actually become a viewer. I even have a ship on there that almost certainly won’t be canon. I’m such a sucker for the friends-to-lovers trope.</p>
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Question: <p>(I hope you haven't already done this! Sorry if so.) What would you expect of the El/Will dynamic as far as potential for sibling rivalry? They're not kids anymore (see what I did there?), at least not little kids, but do you think Will would react in some surprising way if Joyce had a lot more time for El, who has longer-standing trauma to deal with? Thanks! ^_^</p>
Answer: <p>This is really a hard one for me to answer. For one, there honestly just isn’t a ton to go on to gauge what El and Will’s relationship will be like. Also, I do not have a particularly good relationship with my siblings, which may influence how I see things happening here. I do think we’ll see something akin to a sibling dynamic with them, but it’s difficult to really get a good read on what it would be. There’s any number of scenarios, all across the good/bad relationship spectrum, that I would find believable. That got me thinking.</p><p>Sibling relationships are rarely defined by any single dynamic. Granted, El and Will are not typical siblings, particularly in that they didn’t grow up together, but I think that point still stands. Anytime you live with someone, your feelings about them in the moment will vary. We see that Jonathan and Will have a good relationship, and that likely is accurate when they’re offscreen, too, but they likely have their moments of strife.</p><p>Personally, I think El and Will would both want to have a good relationship, but I think the reality would be harder than they realize. They’re both bringing a lot of emotional baggage with them, most of which doesn’t involve the other. Neither one is really in a particularly good place going into the move, and I think we were intentionally kept from seeing any real interactions between them. I think they want this dynamic to be a surprise to us.</p><p>In trying to merge all of the possibilities I can think of, I come to the conclusion that El and Will’s relationship will, hm, strained. I think they’ll both want to like each other, but that it won’t be as easy as they think. Both El and Will are kind-hearted people, and we’ve seen El show concern for him in the past. However, both carry some deep trauma, as you brought up, and are coming off a particularly rough summer.</p><p>Let’s get the elephant in the room out of the way: Mike. Both El and Will have a strong connection to Mike. Will’s story in season 3 was largely defined by his jealousy of El and Mike’s relationship. While they did break up, the ending of season 3 made it clear that El doesn’t quite realize that. We could easily see residual jealousy, especially if Mike calls El as much as he suggested he would.  On her end, El might be upset if Mike calls for Will instead. She’s shown herself to be possessive of his time previously. This could lead to some hard feelings between them. There’s also the possibility that El learns about Will being gay, but I feel like that’s a totally separate post in itself.</p><p>You mention El getting more of Joyce’s time, and I can see this as being a relevant issue, regardless of whether the show brings it into play. El and Joyce share a commonality in their fondness for Hopper. I can imagine them sharing a lot of stories about him and growing even closer. El is also a girl, and, perhaps, Joyce will like having a daughter. It would just be a different dynamic than having a son, one that might bring a pleasant (as opposed to a terrifying) change to her life. El will also have unique needs as a teenage girl that only Joyce would be able to help her with. All of this could lead to Joyce spending more time with El, perhaps leading to some resentment from Will.</p><p>Will had already went through a season where he felt left behind and, in fact, replaced by El. Having this happen with his own family would hurt him. It would be an unfortunate rehash of a previous story, but the possibilities are too much to ignore. Even Jonathan may find himself spending a lot of time trying to help El adjust. This is no knock at El. She’s going to be in a completely new situation, in a completely new place, with a new family, all after losing her dad. That’s a lot for anyone to deal with, let alone someone with a lifetime of trauma. Will may feel resentful that El is taking something else from him. </p><p>Also, there’s the possibility that, despite the script leak being amazingly fake, that Will might have some responsibility in El’s education. This could bring them closer together or further split them apart (or perhaps a mix of both). </p><p>I do think that season 4 will be partially driven by El and Will’s relationship. I think it will be a relationship that starts off on a positive note, hits a snag, gets caught up in whatever supernatural elements occur, then, ultimately, comes out being strong in the end.</p><p>I ultimately feel like they will end up in a situation where they need each other. They’ll find in each other someone who understands. They both have trauma, some of it shared, and they’ll be able to help each other with their pain. Maybe it’s just because I love the idea of them being a sibling power duo, but I want them to work together to win out not only over whatever the threat is in season 4, but over their pain.</p><p>Sigh, I’m not thrilled with how this came out, and I apologize. Maybe because of my family I’m just too used to siblings whose relationships are strained at best and antagonistic at worst. I want El and Will to have a great relationship. I think it’d be weird for them to show El showing concern for him in the past and not having it go somewhere. Still, Will has felt jealous of her, at the very least. I feel like those two things are clues to how the relationship will go. El will want to be close with him, but Will will have some residual resentment. He’d feel bad about it once he realizes he’s doing it, but he’s only human. Once they get over all of that, I think we’d see a more playful sibling relationship with light-hearted teasing and a “mess with one, you mess with both” attitude.</p>
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Question: <p>i honestly find it kind of...outrageous that people are being this impatient, some even demanding that s4 be released immediately when they haven&rsquo;t even finished filming yet. we are in a PANDEMIC. people are dying, and more will die. of course production will be slower, and it&rsquo;s unfair to ask them of more. besides, the longer we wait, the better and more refined it will be, and i&rsquo;d gladly wait a few months longer if it means receiving a high quality season in return.</p>
Answer: <p>Let’s be honest here: the filming delays and shutdowns have really sucked. It sucks for us, the fans, yes, but it also sucks for those involved with the show. Aside from the actors, who now have to put entire working schedules on hold, there’s also the “little people” who can’t exactly count on having saved up large acting paychecks. Writers, camera crew, special effects artists, editors, costume designers, propmasters, craft services, etc. These are all people who rely on this production, and, hopefully, they are being taken care of during the hiatus. It leaves me feeling a little guilty for even feeling like I’m the victim of Stranger Things’ shutdown.</p><p>Still, the desire to see the show return is very understandable. With everything that went down in 2020, and now in 2021 (which is already trying to be worse than last year), entertainment is needed more than ever. Season 4 would be a welcome diversion, indeed, but, you’re right, people are dying. It’s just not worth the risk. </p><p>Sure, you can perhaps put the crew and main cast in a bubble for studio shooting, but once extras and location shots come into play it’s another story. Filming is just very risky due to uncontrollable variables. I’m not really sure how, for example, Cobra Kai managed to get a new season out, unless it was entirely filmed before the pandemic started. I don’t follow that show nearly as closely as Stranger Things.</p><p>I would love for there to be a safe way for them to continue filming. Part of me hopes they’ll announce they managed to somehow do so, but I know those are very slim odds. We all just have to be patient and hope it’s worth the wait in the end.</p>
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Question: <h2>Extension to DID theory</h2><p>We know story &amp; characters are closely tied. We know questionable moments in story like Hopper bluffs about 'reporter friend from times' and then we get Murray, etc.</p><p>Is it possible what we are seeing is not a reality? And actual Will Byers is under deep sleep. Here Will was originally meant to be protected, meant to be stucked in 'happy loop', rather than talking to doctors.</p><p>Show implied Will was getting bullied. 'We never would've upset you if we knew you had superpowers.' That's why El is in picture, savior and gate keeper in loop. </p><p>But things gets worse, gate is opened and now Will is stuck in 'messed up loop' and El is distracted from her purpose.</p>
Answer: <p>Hey there, thanks for the Ask. I was sitting on this one for a while, really, not really sure how to address it. The DID theory isn’t mine, and I wouldn’t say I’m an expert on it, even though I do have some familiarity with DID. So, instead of trying to answer this myself, I’ll invite my mutuals who are more involved with the theory to respond. <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MRvvmp-_RCb0sq4asw2qXwg">@strangertheory</a> what do you think?<br/><br/>I know I personally wouldn’t like the story to be entirely in Will’s mind. I remember when Harry Potter was starting to reach its end, people speculated that it would all have turned out to be in Harry’s head and he would still be in his cupboard. Aside from being incredibly bleak, that would have made the entire journey seem pointless to readers. </p><p>Similarly, I think I would feel cheated if events haven’t actually been happening. That’s just me, of course. It’d seem like a cheap twist. <br/><br/>That said, I can imagine elements of that being true.</p>
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Question: <p>i think you've misinterpreted a piece of dialogue... mike was not even on the phone with el in that scene. he was on the phone with a telemarketer. he asked "el?" asking if she was the one who answered, then proceeded to say "not interested" realizing it wasn't even her on the line.</p>
Answer: <p>I didn’t misinterpret anything. I’ve mentioned how it’s a telemarketing joke in another post-<a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/621324427856134144/im-losing-hope-of-byler-being-an-endgame">here</a>. Of course it wasn’t El literally on the line. </p><p>You think the writers literally inserted a random telemarketing joke just so they could have mike say <b>“el . No. Not interested.</b>”  hang up the phone only to say after hanging up  “telemarketers”  ? Cause&hellip;what? Telemarketers are annoying so lets make a joke about them?</p><p>You think that was SUCH a funny joke to write into the story and that it was needed (despite having no deeper meaning in regards to mileven )? No- they inserted it -to show us he’s not actually that into El.</p><p><b>Some Milevens: interpreting a story as literally and shallowly as possible. Foreshadowing , symbolism, parallels, foils- I don’t know them </b>😂</p><p>This isn’t the only ‘random comment’ that alluded to Mike not having feelings for El. It’s a pattern -they do it every season.(click on the hyperlinked post if interested in seeing them).</p>
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Question: <p>Lately I've been kinda hung up on that "sexual identity issues" phrase in the description of Will in the ST bible. It's such a coy phrasing. It could mean something, or nothing. Given Lonnie's abusive treatment of Will, it could even (if not for Byler of course) support a reading of Will as straight but confused by his experiences. Any thoughts about it? Thanks :)</p>
Answer: <p>Well, I’m sure your opener doesn’t quite fit anymore since it’s been so long since you sent this in. I hope you’re not still hung up on this anyway, but I’ll still respond to it since it’s a good topic of discussion.</p><p>It is indeed some intentionally vague phrasing when they mention will having “sexual identity issues” in the show bible. It’s always important to remember, though, that anything a writer mentions is intentional. The Duffers wanted anyone they pitched the show to to know that it’s an important part of Will’s character. Yes, some thing will change, like Mike having a birthmark on his face being the source of his bullying (changing to the similar “Frogface” instead). In that case, though, Mike retained the fact that he was bullied for his facial appearance. I suppose when analyzing what from the show bible is still relevant today, one must look at how different aspects have been presented so far.</p><p>We know the setting has changed from the original pitch. The biggest change, perhaps, being the move from New York to Indiana, which subsequently led to changes in the characters, like Joyce no longer being a waitress with a Long Island accent. Other changes are due to what are perhaps late changes, such as Terry Ives changing from a socially reclusive conspiracy theorist to El’s mother. This is pretty clearly the source of the character of Murray Bauman, with the name being reused (since Terry is a unisex name) when the character of El was expanded and needed a backstory and mother. Terry’s original description is nonetheless still a very good description for Murray, with the exception of him being the local theater projectionist.</p><p>In Will’s case, we can look at his original description and compare it to what we’ve seen on the show.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="145" data-orig-width="516"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3b9ae311705ef12213ef34132031329d/bf16041c79cf2048-d4/s640x960/119246925b84048527bc4c6e6ab327ed6325979c.jpg" data-orig-height="145" data-orig-width="516"/></figure></div><p>(I know, I used a visual aid!)<br/><br/>I’m hard pressed to find anything in that description that hasn’t been accurate throughout the series thus far. Will is sweet and sensitive. Even if we disregard Joyce’s description when she goes to report him missing, we still get to see enough of Will to see this even in season 1. His main priority when he was stuck in the Upside Down was to keep his mom safe. When he awoke in the hospital he was more concerned about Jonathan’s hand than himself. He couldn’t bring himself to lie about his dice roll to Mike (though that could be another matter entirely). He definitely doesn’t fit in the 80s definition of “normal,” though neither does the rest of the Party. The fact that it’s mentioned in his blurb means he’s even more different and realizes it. The rest is also pretty self-evident.</p><p>Since everything else in his blurb has been accurate, that leaves the sexual identity issues part. Has Will be shown to be portrayed differently from other characters in that regard? Yes. He hasn’t shown interest in any girls, aside from an initial intrigue in Max, which was largely due to him not thinking girls played video games. He is bullied for being gay, despite other options available (he’s short, poor, nerdy, etc). Remember, anything written into a show is intentional, particularly when well-written. Will didn’t want to dance with the girl at the Snow Ball, and the script revealed what we all suspected: that his interest actually lied in Mike, as his eyes were on Mike as he danced with her. Then we have the infamous third season, where Will is insanely jealous and bitter, but only in regards to Mike and El’s relationship. He’s perfectly fine with Dustin and Lucas having girlfriends, as he helps Dustin build his means of communication for his, and goes on what he likely sees as double dates with Mike, Lucas and Max (as Lucas mentions that as being quality time with his girlfriend). He’s not angry at his friends for being in relationships, he’s angry that he’s losing Mike to a girl.</p><p>None of this sounds like a kid who is straight and confused. It sounds like he’s crushing hard on his best friend. I know there’s a vocal segment of the community who see Will as asexual/aromantic, and that’s fine. They’re perfectly welcome to identify with Will if they see experiences akin to their own in him. Being able to identify with characters in popular media is important in modern society. It just doesn’t mesh with what we know about his character. This isn’t meant to be disrespectful to asexual or aromantic fans, as they deserve representation. Some experiences can be shared by multiple communities, so it’s not that they’re wrong to identify with him. Will does have sexual identity issues, and that is something anyone who isn’t cishet can likely identify with in some way.</p><p>So, to come back to your original comment, that the phrasing was coy and might mean anything, I think it means what we’ve always thought. Will is gay. Why wouldn’t they just say it? Well, probably because it’s going to be a significant story arc for him, just as it’s been seen to slowly be built up over the past three seasons. Giving it away up front would ruin any mystery as to where it goes. There is quite a bit that the phrasing could mean, but the evidence only supports one explanation. We simply have the benefit of three seasons of episodes to base our conclusion on that someone who read the show bible in early 2016 wouldn’t have seen yet.</p>
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Question: <p>A new leak of Mike actually talking to the cheerleader was released, and now I don&rsquo;t know what to think. What are your thoughts on this? I&rsquo;m thinking of the rumor from earlier on that stated he would &ldquo;flirt&rdquo; with a cheerleader, and it&rsquo;s making me a bit nervous. </p>
Answer: <p>I haven’t seen this anywhere. I would need to see this leak to really be able to comment on it.</p><p>I am less and less inclined to believe the “leak” from months ago that claimed, among other things, that Mike would be getting “friendly” with the cheerleader, or however it was put. That same “leak” said that Mike declined to join the Hellfire Club, and yet we see him wearing one of their shirts. So far the ONLY thing that leak seems to have gotten correct is Dustin joining the club. I gave it little credit when I first saw it, and I give it even less now.</p><p>That said, it wouldn’t be out of the realm of possibility for them to tease Mike getting together with someone else. His relationship with El needs to be addressed, namely whether or not he considers that they even have one. For people, like me, who believe Mike really likes Will, then that needs to be addressed as well. I know a lot of fans think Mike realized how much he loves Will at the finale of season 3, but, even if he did, he still has a road of acceptance to travel down. Sometimes that road detours into denial.</p><p>Let’s be honest, though. Hawkins is a small town, and Mike is a well-known nerd. A cheerleader being interested in him would be socially risky on her part. If she’s getting close to him then there’s some reason for it. They’re not going to decide that Mike gets a cheerleader just because Finn Wolfhard is attractive. </p>
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Question: <p>Many fans think that Mike is holding a cigarette in recent leaked photos of season 4 filming. I think the photo is too blurry to be sure and fans are possibly jumping to conclusions, but because it's such a popular topic of speculation right now: hypothetically what are your thoughts on Mike as a character if he were to smoke or use drugs in season 4 and how could that fit within the context of what we know about Mike already?</p>
Answer: <p>My first reaction was much like that of many other people: Mike is smoking. However, the more I look at it, the more that seems to be incorrect. It’s not as easy to see until it’s enlarged, but there is a similar “object” at his other hand, as well. I’ve heard that people “confirmed” it was a retainer or sunglasses, but I can’t see it. Right now, I’m going off the assumption that it’s an odd lighting effect. I won’t copy the photo here in case people want to avoid BTS spoilers, but it’s easy to find for anyone who wants to check it out.</p><p>As for whether or not Mike <i>would </i>smoke or use drugs, I do think it would be something that could fit within his established character. We know from season 2 that Mike was getting in trouble at school. That was during a time of grief and stress for him, as he was mourning the loss of El. Will ended up basically being his tether. Mike would get angry and/or sulky, but would always snap out of it for Will. At the time, some people thought Will was just a surrogate for El in his mind, but we can see this happen even in season 3. Mike was still gentle and caring with Will. Even during their fight, Mike was quick to reign himself in when he saw Will get upset. Mike’s a ball of emotion, but Will always kept him grounded to some extent.</p><p>Now that Will is gone, though, Mike is left with few options to cope with his volatile emotions. In such situations, it’s not unusual for teenagers, particularly boys like Mike, to turn to drugs and alcohol. It’s not healthy, by any means, as any short-term benefits generally lead to long-term problems. Mike isn’t really known for thinking things through, though, unless it’s some big, elaborate (and dangerous) plan to help one of his friends (usually Will). In the end, if we’re treating Mike like a real person and not a character, I think he would be at risk for this behavior if his existing support system failed. He has friends who would likely try to discourage this behavior, though unless they stepped up to help him, he could still fall into bad habits. His mother and sister both care about him, but so far we see that the Wheelers often fail to deliver on good intentions. Mike may also resist their attempts to help him and close himself off, especially if he is indeed having a sexuality crisis.</p><p>So, while it does not appear that Mike is actually carrying a cigarette in that now-infamous photo, it wouldn’t be out of character for him to do so. There’s ways for him and his support network to prevent it, but it’s still possible.</p>
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Question: <p>You think billy made the self sacrifice play on purpose or you think he thought he could kick the spider monster's ass?</p>
Answer: <p>A lot of the plot elements are symbolic in Stranger Things. This is a show with layers, like an onion or an ogre. I think Billy’s “last stand” is about more than him getting a redemption-by-death moment. Billy may have been cocky and brash, but season 3 showed him for who he really is beneath it. In the end, Billy was a frightened boy in a man’s body, forced to act like his dad’s idea of a man. </p><p>Billy was miserable, but he was never able to actually direct his anger at who he wanted to. Instead, he used it as fuel to be the dominant alpha that his dad wanted him to be. Billy really was someone we can feel bad for, but not quite forgive.  While Billy was no hero due to his bullying and abuse, he was also a  victim himself. He spent a great deal of his life under the thumb of his  father, the one person he actually feared. Billy fearing the Mindflayer in season 3 draws the comparison between it and Neil. Both used force to bring Billy into their thrall, and they both influenced him to be a monster. In that way, the season 3 Mindflayer represented the darkest version of people being forced to conform. All that anger he showed Max, Steve, and anyone else was really meant for, or at least exacerbated by, his dad.</p><p>I think, after El reminded him of who he used to be, he summoned up all of that anger and directed it at the Mindflayer. He used it as a sort of surrogate for his dad. He knew he’d probably die, but, in that moment, it was worth it if he finally stood up for himself and shook off his own chains. It was a last moment of defiance. Billy was going to show the Mindflayer/Neil that he wasn’t going to be controlled anymore. Billy never wanted to be a monster, but the Mindflayer and Neil manipulated him into being one. Billy refused to die a monster.</p><p>This isn’t to say that he did it all for self-serving reasons. I think Billy probably did care about Max in his own twisted way. It’s a pity that his final sacrifice wasn’t more directly for her benefit instead of El’s. To be fair, he was likely very grateful for El having reminded him of his more pleasant memories. There’s something to be said about someone as angry as Billy drawing his greatest strength from a loving memory.</p><p>So, despite my own distaste for Billy’s actions earlier, I salute his final act of sacrifice. I mourn the man he could have been. He never stood a chance, he knew it, and he didn’t care. For that one brief moment, he represented a more positive version of his father’s very toxic masculinity: a powerful, protective guardian, resolute even in the face of certain death. </p>
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Question: <p>Hi there &#128075; Do you tag every post about Season 4 as "Stranger things 4"? I ask, because I don't want to get spoilers, so I could filter that tag. Btw great blog, I love reading your meta stuff &#128077;</p>
Answer: <p>Hello, thanks for reading!<br/><br/>I try to be very accurate with my tags. I only use a tag if I think my post is discussing it in some way. If I tag something with Stranger Things 4, then it should mean I’m talking about season 4 to some degree. That said, I can understand the desire to avoid spoilers. Perhaps I should start distinguishing between my discussions and predictions for season 4 (based on events in seasons 1-3) and posts involving any potential spoilers, such as the alleged leak, BTS photos, etc. </p><p>Thanks for the input!</p>
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Question: <p>Have you personally seen what the stranger writers twitter account have posted ?</p><p>There's a short clip of a shot focused on a D&amp;D game with a dice rolling.</p><p>There's also something written : What if it's the Demogorgon ?</p><p>So possible flashbacks ? Because I don't think there was a shot like that in season 1.</p><p>It seems your theories are onto something with season 4.</p>
Answer: <p>It would certainly be nice if I was right about a few things. I had a couple of season 3 predictions right, but they were rather broad and easy to see coming. I figured Mike and Will would have a strained relationship now that El was around, and I thought that Nancy exposing the Lab and getting it shut down would lead to problems.</p><p>As for the D&amp;D video, it’s really hard to figure out what it could all mean. Yeah, it could mean something, but it could also just be a fun callback to season 1 on Stranger Things Day. </p><p>Still, they did take the time to film it all, rather than just splicing together a bunch of old footage. There could be something to it. Toss in the livestream of characters (mostly Joyce and Mike, because, come on) calling out for Will, and it really seems like they might be nudging us a bit. I don’t think any of this is enough for us to guess and major story points, but I don’t see much point to it all if they weren’t going to bring the focus back to Will. </p><p>Flashbacks are very much welcome, and, yeah, I’ve personally been predicting them for quite a while. That cut scene of Mike crying while biking home after “Will” was pulled from the quarry deserves to be seen, at the very least. </p>
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Question: <p>My friends and I occasionally play that made-up game called "Kerfuffle" - A bit like DnD but with everyday life tasks and not as nerdy (sadly :D). You pick a random politician, TV char., etc. and try to overcome some challenges in a way you assume they'd do it. Last time we played, I obv picked s.o. from ST - Joyce. That was when a random thought crossed my mind: If s.o. were to name each ST main character's greatest weakness/ strength, what would be the outcome? I immediately thought of you. :D</p>
Answer: <p>Ok, now that the election is over, and my anxiety has come back down to its usual “only a little high” status, it’s back to business here.<br/><br/>This is an interesting question from my pal <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MGR-AM9L3EAO9z73aoDAPJA">@sollody</a> here. I’m not going to be able to go too much into depth given the breadth of the question here, but it’ll be a nice look at several characters. Perhaps this will result in requests for more in-depth looks at some of them individually. For the sake of having a defined meaning of “main character,” I am only going with characters who were in all three seasons and were directly involved in the action (sorry, Mr. Clarke). I will make an exception for Max, as she’s just too central to leave out.</p><p><b>The Party</b></p><p>Mike</p><p>Greatest Strength: Determination. Once he sets his mind on something, he does everything in his power to see that it happens. Do not try to come between Mike and his objective. God help you if you try to stop him when his objective involves Will or El.</p><p>Greatest Weakness: A lack of emotional intelligence. Mike reacts to his emotions as they come. There’s no apparent self-awareness, and this results in impulsive behavior that leads to negative outcomes for himself and his relationships. The feelings themselves aren’t the problem. Mike just doesn’t understand them enough to react appropriately. </p><p>Will</p><p>Greatest Strength: Quick thinking. I was tempted to mention his compassion, but really Will’s greatest asset is his mental acuity. Since season 1 he has shown an impressive capacity for quick thinking in stressful situations. </p><p>Greatest Weakness: Insecurity. Will has self-esteem issues resulting from not only the Upside Down situation, but also more mundane personal and family experiences. He worries about how people view him and fears that he’s being left behind. This leads to him keeping important things to himself, things nobody, especially a child, should be expected to deal with alone.</p><p>Lucas</p><p>Greatest Strength: Rationality. Lucas has generally been the member of the party with the most down-to-earth mindset. Regardless of all of the supernatural goings on, Lucas has tried to view things realistically. His approaches to the events of the series have typically been the most practical, skeptical, and grounded. Ironically, this actually does make him a good Winston, though I wouldn’t want to be the one to tell him this.</p><p>Greatest Weakness: Overconfidence. Lucas is very sure of himself, sometimes too much so, even when warned off by others. From being sure that El was trouble, to risking a beating from Billy, to thinking he’s some suave expert on women, Lucas has made trouble for himself and his friends. He doesn’t meant to, of course, and a lot of this may come from some desire to “be a man.” Lucas needs to learn to accept himself as he is.</p><p>Dustin</p><p>Greatest Strength: Curiosity. Dustin is always looking to learn more about anything and everything. Nothing is too weird or off-putting for him. His knowledge has come very much in handy for the Party, and this general attitude has led to him accepting the supernatural events in stride. </p><p>Greatest Weakness:  Recklessness. Dustin, in his pursuit of satisfying his curiosity, or  some other goal, can fail to see clearly obvious dangers. Find a strange  creature? Raise it yourself. See a strange growth in the underground  tunnels? Go get a closer look. Find out about a possible Russian base in  the mall? Let’s go check it out! His goals are often admirable, but his  approach is often foolish. </p><p>El</p><p>Greatest Strength: Adaptability. El has managed to escape a government facility, survive in the woods, and travel to unfamiliar locations despite her young age. While she has been somewhat dependent on her powers, she’s managed to accomplish some impressive feats for someone who hasn’t had anything close to resembling a normal upbringing. </p><p>Greatest Weakness: Ignorance. This isn’t the “you’re so ignorant!” meaning of the word. I mean it in the truest sense of the word: El just lacks a lot of information in life. Most critically, she’s emotionally and socially unaware. A lot of her schemas for relationships come from TV shows and what little she picked up from Mike in season 1. She’s gotten somewhat better as the seasons moved on, but there’s just a lot she doesn’t know. This had led to her being suspicious, angry, and possessive (specifically of Mike), harming her relationships with others.</p><p>Max</p><p>Greatest Strength: Acceptance. Max doesn’t unduly judge anyone. Her issues with Mike stemmed from his treatment of her. Aside from that, some light teasing aside, she was more than happy to accept the Party as her friends. She didn’t let Lucas’ race get in the way of their mutual attraction, despite knowing what Neil and Billy would think about it. She wanted to be El’s friend from the start, and, despite being harshly rebuffed at first, she accepted El when she sought Max out in season 3. It’s really a testament to how determined she is to not continue the cycle that Neil and Billy brought into her life.</p><p>Greatest Weakness: Family. Honestly, Max’s biggest drawback is her home life. She’s worried that she may end up going down the same angry, abusive road as Billy and Neil. She’s mistrustful, snarky, and blunt even when not worked up, behaviors she likely developed due to exposure to Billy and Neil. She also seems to still love Billy despite his abusive behavior. This sort of family dynamic can be very damaging (and it was probably just as harmful to Billy). Hopefully, Max’s found family serves to offset the harm done by her “real” family.</p><p><b>Older Teens</b></p><p>Nancy</p><p>Greatest Strength: Determination. It must be a family trait. Nancy is relentless, and she will get to the truth of the matter, one way or another. Nobody, and indeed no monster, will keep her from what she’s after.</p><p>Greatest Weakness: Egocentrism. Nancy can easily lose sight of how things impact those around her. Her desire to prove herself has left her somewhat blind to the difficulties other people face. She has trouble relating to people from other situations.</p><p>Jonathan</p><p>Greatest Strength: Compassion. Jonathan has sacrificed a great deal for his family, and he’s apparent done it without any noticeable resentment. His treatment of Will resembles the ideal that a lot of parents hope for in their kids (though in reality Mike/Nancy or Lucas/Erica is the more realistic outcome). Jonathan just wants those important to him to be happy.</p><p>Greatest Weakness: Social Awkwardness. Jonathan has a great deal of trouble interacting with other people. This likely stems from his family situation, as his father leaving left his family as pariahs of sorts, and it also left him having to be a sort of father figure when he should have been able to be a regular teenager. </p><p>Steve</p><p>Greatest Strength: Courage. Yes, Steve has been freaked out by everything, but that’s irrelevant. Courage isn’t the absence of fear, it’s the ability to feel fear and not let it control you. Steve has willingly put himself in harm’s way for the sake of others in all three seasons. The only thing that scares Steve too much to overcome is social judgment&hellip;</p><p>Greatest Weakness: Insecurity. Yes, our buddy, King Steve, has self-esteem issues. This is why he’s always trying to play himself off as a hotshot. He’s simply too afraid to just be himself. Sadly, it’s only when he lets this guard down that he’s at his best. He’s made some stride at overcoming this, and I’m hopeful that he continues this in season 4. </p><p><b>Adults</b></p><p>Joyce</p><p>Greatest Strength: Ferocity. Do I even need to explain this? Do NOT threaten Joyce’s loved ones, especially Will. Just don’t.</p><p>Greatest Weakness: Emotional Reactivity. When stress hits Joyce, she reacts hard. It’s perfectly normal, given the level of stress she feels, but it leaves her seeming “crazy” and makes it hard for others to understand what she’s trying to get across. As a result, her message, warning, etc. is lost and her credibility is damaged. In less serious occurrences, she instead just comes across as belligerent or annoying, even though she’s generally right about whatever she’s on about.</p><p>Hopper</p><p>Greatest Strength: Compassion. Hopper is at his best when he’s trying to protect others. Despite having worked to close himself off from the world after his personal trauma, Hopper still feels compassion. He probably never wanted to feel anything for anyone again (perhaps why he returned to a boring town like Hawkins), but when tragedy struck it brought out the best in him. Though, that brings us to his weakness&hellip;</p><p>Greatest Weakness: Insensitivity. Perhaps ironically, Hopper’s weakness is the complete opposite of his strength. Hopper is a man who runs hot and cold. Which version of him that you get depends on his mood. If you get his bad side, prepare for harsh words, and perhaps harsher fists. This may help him get the job done at times, but it harms his relationships. He has a tremendous fear of loss, which results in him lashing out fiercely at those he cares for if they do something to that risks him losing them.</p><p>Ok, that’s the best I could come up with. I’d love to read other people’s thoughts on the matter.</p>
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Question: <p>sorry if you've already mentioned this, but if the theories are true, do you think the reason Lucas is playing basketball isn't because of his interest in the sport itself but because it's more 'acceptable' for him to do as a black kid? that by doing basketball, it will make him more of a 'man' and fit in rather than his real interests in science/'nerd' stuff?</p>
Answer: <p>No need to apologize. I don’t think I’ve directly addressed this theory, anyway.</p><p>Lucas has certainly never shown any interest in basketball, or any sports for that matter. Prior to this rumor, the only thing that set him apart from the others in a physical or manly sense was that he was the one who used a wrist rocket. Will being able to load a gun may actually set him above Lucas as far as stereotypical manly abilities go. Though, to be fair, Dustin did have hockey equipment at his house. Regardless, Lucas was always just as much of a nerd as the rest of them.</p><p>There are a few reasons why Lucas may (and this is a strong “may” since it’s just a theory) join the basketball team. First, he seems to be the one most concerned with his manliness. Despite being just as into girls, Dustin is perfectly content to be who he is and find a girl who likes him as is. Lucas, on the other hand, seemed to aspire to be something else. It starts in season 2 when he asks his dad for advice. There could very well be a connection with his desire to be more manly and Max flat out calling him out for screaming like a girl. Then, in season 3, he starts to act like a stereotypical ladies man. He is uncharacteristically cocky despite previously being the most down to earth and reasonable. He still screams like a girl, as shown when Dustin sprays him, and when Max tries to take care of him he asks if she has a zit. I initially saw this as playful banter, but he may have been trying to be manly after such a “nerdy” display. We know how the rest of the season goes, with him giving Mike bad advice, acting uncharacteristically clueless and dopey, and being almost as much of an ass as Mike regarding Will’s campaign. Honestly, that last one hits hard because I can’t help but think both Mike and Lucas wanted to play, but they were just each afraid the other would judge them for it.</p><p>It’s hard to tell exactly what influenced him to make such a change. He is in the midst of puberty now, which brings about change. Check out this post for relevant info:  <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/623460504603590656/character-analysis-on-steve-if-youre-okay-with">Steve (and Identity Development)</a>. We also don’t know who else may be giving him ideas. We know Dustin has Steve, but Dustin isn’t letting any of that change who he is. In fact, he’s able to assert himself onto Steve when he feels he’s right. That said, Steve has grown to unconditionally accept Dustin, so Dustin likely doesn’t feel like he needs to be phony to get his approval. Lucas may be trying to get someone’s approval, perhaps his dad’s. Maybe he’s tired of his sister’s teasing. Maybe he’s trying to be more manly after not being able to protect Max in season 2. </p><p>One possibility that I can see is that he actually has no initial interest in playing. Hawkins’ racism creeps its ugly head in, though, and Lucas becomes a recruit for the basketball team simply because he’s black (which, in their racist minds, makes him a good player). Lucas fails to realize this, though, and he thinks he’s becoming popular.  Perhaps he is genuinely good somehow, despite not previously being shown as having athletic talent.   He gets in over his head, shenanigans happen, and he eventually has to remember who he is the hard way. He would probably come to a painful discovery that they were just using him, and it’s not that easy to escape bigotry. “Positive” stereotypes are still harmful, after all. </p><p>It’s still possible for Lucas to take on a more traditionally masculine identity without abandoning his previous interests. Puberty is definitely the right time for him to be exploring who he is like that. All the characters likely explore their identities to some extent, so Lucas should be no exception.   I would hope, and indeed expect, a show like Stranger Things to show it’s most central minority character being multidimensional rather than a stereotype. He would ultimately need to find a way to assimilate any new aspects of his identity to his previous self in order to prevent that. I think season 4 will help show Lucas that he doesn’t need to pretend to be someone else in order to be a man. He can play basketball if he wants to, but not just because he’s supposed to or it makes him popular. Lucas is only human, so the temptation of popularity affects him as much as anyone else, but I expect someone as smart as him to come to his senses before too long.</p>
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Question: <p>Oh my god... I just read all of your posts in the masterlist... and wow!!! They're amazing!! &#128557;</p>
Answer: <p>Aw, I really don’t think I deserve such extreme praise, but thank you! I’m glad you enjoyed reading my thoughts.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi, I just read your evil Will post, what makes you think he cant be evil, only when hes possessed? He got a lot of anger inside him and i can see him being tricked by dr brenner or the Russians; they could find him valuable because according to kaypeace he's the most powerful psychic ever, so they might try to use his emotional instability and his enormous powers for their evil masterplan, also he could turn against el because he's jealous of her and Mike, right?</p>
Answer: <p>Perhaps the disagreement falls in how we each define what evil means. The best explanation I’ve found for how I view evil comes from <a href="http://easydamus.com/alignment.html">http://easydamus.com/alignment.html</a><br/><br/>“&quot;Evil&quot; implies hurting, oppressing, and killing others. Some evil  creatures simply have no compassion for others and kill without qualms  if doing so is convenient. Others actively pursue evil, killing for  sport or out of duty to some evil deity or master.”</p><p>While I can buy Will hurting people unknowingly due to being lost to his powers or by being possessed, Will being evil, to me, means he’s knowingly committing horrible deeds that hurt others without hesitation or remorse. Whether doing evil for his own ends or in service of another, he would need to be committing the acts of his own accord while in full command of his mental faculties. This just flat out clashes with his established morals and motivations.</p><p>An angry Will is not the same as an evil Will. A brainwashed Will is not an evil Will. A possessed Will is not an evil Will. A coerced Will is not an evil Will. </p><p>Having Will genuinely be evil, even if only briefly, would make it very hard for the audience to empathize with him. The audience would want him taken out. In Back to the Future III, Mad Dog Tannen was originally intended to shoot Marshall Stickland in the back in front of his son. This is why when Tannen is arrested at the end, Strickland is nowhere to be seen, and his former deputy (now the sherrif) is calling the shots. This had to be taken out because the filmmakers decided that fans would want Marty to kill Tannen rather than just beat him. Tannen was already a bad guy, but him shooting a man in the back while the guy’s son looked on helplessly would have been a truly evil act.</p><p>We might see Will go crazy to some extent, though I think that would be a bit too similar to season 2. It wouldn’t really be Will, though. He’d either be forced to do things against his will (compelled by threats or torture), or his consciousness would be consumed by his powers (a la Jean Grey and the Phoenix). Maybe this is what people have in mind when they refer to “evil Will,” but I just wouldn’t even see him as Will at that point. </p><p>As for him turning against El due to jealousy, I do expect to see that come into play to some extent. I really can’t see a real El vs. Will thing happening, though. They might have something of a falling out if and when El finds out how Will feels, but anything serious would go against their characters. They’re both good at their cores. El refused to hurt the rabbit in the lab even though she knew she’d be punished. She’s showed concern for Will both times he was the victim of the Upside Down. For his part, Will’s only visible hostility was when he called El a “stupid girl,” which was more due to his anger at Mike than her. He similarly showed concern for El when she was the victim in season 3. I think the only way they go at each other for real is if one or both of them lose control of themselves.</p><p>I see both Will and El as Neutral Good, to use D&amp;D terminology. While anyone can falter here and there, they both generally act out of concern for others. One might consider El to be Lawful Good due to her strict insistence on rules (”Friend’s don’t lie!”), but she’s been shown to ignore those rules when convenient to her. We may also see Will’s more “chaotic” side in Season 4 that makes the normally good boy seem a bit edgy, but that’s more a Lawful/Chaotic thing than Good/Evil.</p><p>The truly evil characters, to me, seem to be Dr. Brenner (Lawful Evil), Lonnie (Neutral Evil), and possibly the Mindflayer (Lawful Evil), depending on what its true nature ends up being. I don’t think we’ve really seen any Chaotic Evil villains, though Billy has moments that come across that way. The demogorgon seems to be more of an animal, so it wouldn’t really be appropriate to give it an alignment. </p>
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Question: <p>What are your top 5 TV shows?</p>
Answer: <p>Hey, a non-Stranger Things Ask. I like getting these every now and then. It’s a nice change of pace.</p><p>This list honestly might change day to day. I tend to bounce around with TV shows, but I guess the following are the ones I got into in more than a casual way.<br/><br/>1) Stranger Things</p><p>2) Archer</p><p>3) Bojack Horseman</p><p>4) GLOW</p><p>5) Futurama</p>
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Question: <p>honestly... this is a bit stupid... but what to say when Will antis (*cough* toxic mi/even stans *cough*)  call Will a crybaby and a shitty friend who only cares about himself or call him annoying? Because ugh what the hell?!</p>
Answer: <p>Don’t say anything. I mean, do you really want to waste your time with that? Those sorts of people just want to hate Will because they see him as a threat to Mike and El. It’s a shame because it really reduces all three characters to just being relationship fodder like this is some cliche teen drama.<br/><br/>Now, if they intelligently and respectfully raise a point about Will’s actions, that’s a different story. <br/><br/>Honestly, Will isn’t being a shitty friend. While we don’t get to see everything leading up to what we see at the start of season 3, we get the sense that Will has been pushed to the side by Mike. He puts up with it for a while, but how much can you expect him to take? This is the guy who said asking Will to be his friend was “the best thing I’ve ever done” and promised to “go crazy together” with him. I don’t think he’s out of line for feeling put out when the same guy constantly ditches him for El by the time the summer rolls around.</p><p>Season 2 result in expectations in Will’s mind. These expectations were dashed at the Snowball, and even further torn down months later. Will wasn’t just being a smartass when he told Mike “I guess I did. I really did.” Whether either of them realize it, Mike’s devotion in season 2 (along with their existing relationship) led to Will really being unable to envision a life without Mike by his side. I don’t know that Will realized what it meant yet, but he felt it just as strongly regardless. Losing that kind of connection, or just thinking it’s lost, hurt him deeply. </p>
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Question: <p>hi! i'm the most recent anon. i was referring to how you sometimes yo-yo between opinions. maybe it's just that i'm reading all the posts out of order but on some posts, you talk about the reasons why mike could be gay or bi, and likes Will, but in others you say that Mike likes Eleven. In one, I can't remember what it is, but you said something about how the moment eleven walks into the room, mike forgets about will. and a bunch of other stuff why you believe that byler is unlikely. i was (1/?)</p>
Answer: <p>about why you were contradicting yourself. but i think you answer mostly  cleared it up. So my new question I guess is, why did you change your  mind between those older posts and now? thanks for dealing with my  stupid rambling and i love your theories! (2/2)  <br/><br/>I’ll admit, some of my older posts make me cringe a bit, but I wanted to include them all in my index post to show how my thoughts have changed over time. I’m a firm believer that Mike and Will are headed for a canon relationship, but I still falter when it comes to whether the writers will go through with it.<br/><br/>One thing to bear in mind is that I’m human. My emotions can run high, I can miss things, and I can be stubborn. There’s no reason for me to try and hide that. You all deserve to see all sides of me, not just a part that’s carefully curated.<br/><br/>You might find this post useful: <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/622472772880318465/why-i-stop-short-of-hope">Why I stop short of hope</a></p><p>I wrote that after realizing how I tend to regress into thinking I’m only seeing what I want to see. No matter how much evidence I find, and no matter how many well-supported analyses I can write to support Mike and Will, my past leads to me being pessimistic. I have a cynicism built over years of being let down. It might be ironic for me to be like that given that I’m a counselor, but we have our own personal flaws and demons just like anyone else.</p><p>Seriously, you, and anyone else who wonders how I can bounce back and forth like that, should read the above post if you want to get a better insight into how I see things.</p>
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Question: <p>I'm so confused. In some posts you say that Mike doesn't like Will/likes El but in others you say he's gay/bi. I don't get it?</p>
Answer: <p>I can’t say I remember ever saying Mike doesn’t like Will, barring some odd proofreading failure. I don’t always assert it, but I do think Mike likes Will. I don’t know if you maybe were reading some of my older posts where I wasn’t sure the Duffers were going to go through with it, but I do think the evidence speaks for itself.</p><p>I also don’t deal in certainties, so I will entertain the opposing viewpoint at times. I’ll acknowledge that I could be wrong because, in the end, we won’t know until we know. I also generally won’t use language like “it’s going to happen” or “Mike definitely likes Will”, instead I’ll say “I think the evidence shows&hellip;” or “there’s enough reason to think&hellip;” </p><p>Have I really been unclear on what I think about Mike? I admit my opinion has changed over time, but I recently wrote an entire analysis to explain how him being gay would fit into the existing story. <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/625900653239255040/why-do-you-lie-a-look-at-a-gay-mike-wheeler">“Why do you lie?”: A look at a gay Mike Wheeler</a></p>
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Question: <p>this might make me sound like an asshole but if byler isn't endgame then I don't want Will's coming out scene to do anything with Mike (I'd rather Will come out to Joyce or El) because I just know some mi/even stans will just reduce it to "look! Will came out to Mike!! He's so accepting!! &#128571;&#128571; Stop giving him shit for the it's not my fault you don't like girls line!! &#128571;&#128571;"</p>
Answer: <p>At the end of the day, Mike is still Will’s best friend. Mike’s acceptance would mean the world to Will, whether they end up together or not. I get where you’re coming from, but if your worry is how some other fans would react then I don’t think you’re looking at it in a healthy way. What is it the kids say? “Haters gonna hate!” Those sorts of fans will find something to go on about no matter what. Don’t give them that kind of power over you.</p><p>That said, I definitely think we need a Will/Joyce moment. It only makes sense to involve her in this somehow. She’s been nothing but a ball of love and protective fury in regards to her kids. I think nothing would relieve her more than having such a (relatively) mundane issue to help Will with. Though it could also go the opposite way, and she may find herself clueless and powerless in regards to how to help him with this. Joyce struggling to help with something she can’t just attack would be an interesting thing to see.</p><p>Mike still needs his moment with Will, though. Mike needs to apologize for his and Will’s own sake, not the fans’. The writers set it up with the now-infamous “It’s not my fault you don’t like girls!” so now they need to finish it. Imagine Mike’s guilt if he remembers saying that after he learns about Will. One of my theories for the clock motif for Season 4 is that we’re going to get a peek into someone (Will’s?) past. What if the other characters, via the Upside Down, are able to see Will’s memories? There has to be a reason we never saw Mike and Will talk about that, not even a throwaway apology scene like we got with Will and Lucas. It’s the elephant in the room from Season 3. Are we really going to pretend it isn’t there?</p>
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Question: <p>Something about Will most likely being a psychic: It's only a matter of time until he "truly" realises. Do you think he'll (temporarily) turn evil or "at least" somewhat arrogant (perhaps due to some sort of edgy confidence or so)?</p><p>I don't even think it would be permanently... but he's been through quite a lot so... Well, I'd love to hear your opinion. x</p>
Answer: <p>It’s possible that we could see something like this. Like you said, he’s been through quite a lot. He could end up with quite the chip on his shoulder and with the power to actually do something about it.</p><p>The Hellfire Club may actually be a callback to a season 1 reference. On their way home from Mike’s, Dustin and Will race for possession of X-Men #134. This is smack dab in the midst of the Dark Phoenix saga. Now, most fans would have assumed that this was meant to foreshadow the telekinetic El, but the fact that Will presumably would have won possession of it should make fans consider his connection to the story. </p><p>The Dark Phoenix Sage followed Jean Grey as she became overwhelmed by her innate powers as she was possessed by an entity called the Phoenix. She joined up with a villainous group called the Hellfire Club, only to lose total control of herself to the Phoenix upon the death of her boyfriend, Cyclops. Prior to this, she had built barriers to contain her own powers out of fear for what they could lead to. The grief of Cyclops’ death did away with the remaining barriers, unleashing her complete power onto the world. The X-Men fail to defeat her, but connections to her emotional past manage to bring enough of her to the surface to allow Professor X to build new barriers to help reduce her power level. </p><p>Then a bunch of stuff happens involving aliens coming for vengeance on the Phoenix that results in Jean Grey preferring to allow herself to die rather than risk more death and destruction.</p><p>Now, we don’t know how much the Duffers’ story is influenced by this comic, but we know it’s been referred to before, and the Hellfire Club may be a return to that past inspiration. Then again, it could be a coincidence, and it may just be referring to the Satanic Panic that gripped the 80s and railed against D&amp;D. But, for the sake of argument, let’s assume we’re returning to the Dark Phoenix Saga.</p><p>Some may think El is the Phoenix analogue, but for someone, like me, who thinks there’s some type of connection between El and Will, that doesn’t negate that Will may (also) be the Phoenix here. Perhaps El losing her powers is portending Will coming into his. Should Will come into his powers, then, depending on how closely the Duffers pull from the comic, he may become consumed by his rage, particularly if something happens to Mike (who would be the Cyclops in this comparison). Then again, we may have sort of already seen this in Season 2 when Will was the embodiment of the enemy. But, then again, even though Will, like the Phoenix, regained himself with the emotional connections to his past, he also, like the Phoenix, still had that power within him, as demonstrated by his ability to sense the Mindflayer in season 3. </p><p>It’s reasonable to think that Will may yet go through another possession-type situation. Only, this time, he may not have Mike and his family on hand to contain him and break through again. I would hope, and expect, that Will’s ultimate fate would be better than Jean’s (though death is never permanent in comic books). Expectations are constantly subverted on this show. I think it’s safe to expect the biggest cliffhanger to occur this season to set up a grand finale. There may be some sort of pseudo-sacrifice at the end of season 4 that would be undone in season 5. </p><p>I’m sorry if this doesn’t bring you the type of answer you wanted, but I this is how I can best conceptualize an “evil” Will. I don’t think he’d be genuinely evil, but a desperate Mindflayer may be able to reassert control over him if he goes through enough stress or trauma. I imagine Mike would be involved in some way, either as part of the reason he falls, or part of the reason he regains control. A guilt-stricken Will may then try to end the threat once and for all by sacrificing himself, but I can’t see them going through with such a cliche ending without some sort of subversion. </p>
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Question: <p>I have a lot of faith that the show runners are going to go through with Byler but sometimes I do find myself getting worked up about little things that could possibly be disproving their future. (ex. the Stranger Things writers mentioned building a blanket fort and I ultimately thought of the one Mike made for El) I know, it sounds absolutely ridiculous, I guess it's because I know that the Duffers have the opportunity to tell a beautiful story and I would hate to see it be thrown away.</p>
Answer: <p>I see where you’re coming from. There’s a lot of evidence for Mike and Will’s eventual relationship, but I know I won’t be fully secure in it until the Duffers make it clear and remove all doubt. Doubt is not a weakness. Rather, it is a strength, as it causes you to question things and determine if they’re worth believing or not. Too much of anything can be a problem though, so it’s important to have reason to doubt something.</p><p>I wouldn’t worry too much about anything from the StrangerWriters account. The main job of any official social media manager is to maintain interest in the product. The operators of that account aren’t going to alienate any segment of the fan base. Besides, they’ve also done plenty to highlight Mike and Will’s relationship, possibly even moreso that Mike and El’s. At the end of the day, this account isn’t going to give anything away, even if it may be hinting at things.</p><p>You’re right that the Duffers do have a great opportunity to tell a beautiful story. If David Harbour is to be believed, they’ve known how it ends for a long, long time. He mentioned after season 2 how he knows how his character’s story ends. He said we will be able to see why characters act the way they act by the time it’s over. I can’t find this particular interview, but I swear I once read that he said there’s a beautiful story being built in the background that we’ll be able to go back and see from the start once we learn about it. I don’t know for sure that he’s referring to Mike and Will, but I know it can’t be talking about Mike and El since they’ve been front and center the entire time. </p><p>Keep the faith, but let it be tempered with reasonable questions. Blind faith is never a good thing.</p>
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Question: <p>I'd love for Will to be able to have the power of reality alteration because him being the most powerful one would be a very nice plot twist. But. Do you really believe they make him more powerful than El? I keep finding crazy comments on social media, suggesting it's the "El show" &#128554; *sigh*. And I know some people who say it'd be anti feminist since Will is a boy. Thx</p>
Answer: <p>That’s a lot of interesting questions to think about.</p><p>I’ll attempt to address each thought that you’ve shared one at a time and provide you with my own opinions and theories about each:</p><p><a class="tmblr-truncated-link read_more" href="https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/strangertheory/639348418910814208">Keep reading</a></p>
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Question: <p>you&rsquo;ve probably discussed this at some point but i just wanted to mention how st has never been afraid of baiting with relationships. in fact, they&rsquo;ve done it with EVERY relationship besides mileven. steve/nancy, bob/joyce, dustin/max, steve/robin. the first person they date/are teased to end up with is never the person they actually end up with. &#128064;</p>
Answer: <p>I’m finally getting to this Ask. It’s not that I don’t like it, but rather that I wasn’t sure how to address it until now. It’s a good topic, and I don’t think I’ve discussed it in the way you’ve put it.</p><p>Before I get started, I’d like to mention that I don’t like the idea of baiting in writing. It’s really just another form of a twist, which I also dislike. Twists aren’t inherently bad, but I tend to dislike when a writer uses twists as a way to hide their true intentions until they’re ready. Good twists will generally have clues that fans can pick up on, though usually not until a second time reading/watching, that result in the twist making sense. Bad twists are just “haha, we fooled you!” and I consider that to be the mark of a bad story.</p><p>Now, I suppose baiting is only a twist if it’s clear the intent was for fans to think a relationship was going to be taken to fruition. I wouldn’t say that Dustin/Max or Steve/Robin really reach that point, as there was never any real indication that the feelings were mutual in either case. Dustin had a crush on Max, but stepped aside for Lucas since he was the one she clicked with. It’d maybe be baiting if there were scenes where Max and Dustin seemed to be getting closer. Ditto Steve and Robin. Their dynamic always seemed more platonic, particularly on Robin’s part, until Dustin urged Steve towards her. Honestly, anyone who thought they’d get together were just assuming so due to heteronormativity in themselves or assumptions about the heternormativity in the writers.</p><p>Steve/Nancy does seem like it could qualify, but, at the same time, it doesn’t if one looks closely. Steve and Nancy had trouble in season 1, but got back together in the finale. This could make it seem like baiting when season 2 arrives and their relationship rapidly deteriorates. Signs were already there, though, that the relationship was destined for failure. To me, this means it’s not a case of baiting. Relationships are able to fail as long as there’s narrative support for it.</p><p>This brings me to Mike/El. If the relationship fails, as it seems like it will, then it’s not really baiting. You can’t have a baiting situation if a couple is able to get together, be in a relationship, and break up due to the relationship not being strong. Perhaps if they showed signs of getting better in season 4, only for them to still break up due to some contrived occurrence, one might be able to claim baiting, but that’s not the current situation there. Of course, in this situation, one may be able to claim there’s baiting due to the Marketing team promoting the couple so much. That’s outside of the narrative itself, though, so it’s something of a different situation.</p><p>Now, Joyce/Bob might be some real baiting, depending on how one looks at it. They were happy, got to be together, and seemed like they could last, which allowed fans to really grow emotionally attached to the relationship. Bob’s death was teased, only for him to be given a brief hope spot before it ultimately happened. This does scream of the writers toying with the fans’ emotions. Perhaps it made narrative sense with what the writers wanted to do, but it could still be seen as baiting. That said, characters tragically dying is a common element to a story like this one. </p><p>Mike and Will is where the real case for baiting may be made, pending the conclusion of the series. There’s been rather consistent buildup for them, but there has yet to be any resolution. Where it could become baiting is if either 1) they never get together and it’s never addressed, or 2) it looks like it’ll happen, but something prevents it.</p><p>So, really, what I think Stranger Things does with relationships isn’t so use them as bait (though the marketing arm of the production might). Instead, I think the writers are giving a more honest depiction of relationships compared to most other shows. Relationship tropes that would otherwise go with an “endgame” relationship are deconstructed to show how bad the relationship could really be. We’re getting to see the parts that normally don’t get shown after the credits roll. A couple like Steve and Nancy would break up eventually. A middle-school romance like Max and Lucas would be up and down. A relationship defined by dishonesty and possessiveness like Mike and El would crumble. Some relationships are tragically cut short like Bob and Joyce’s. The fact that we get to see this isn’t baiting, per se, unless we’re meant to believe the relationships would last.</p><p>We’re getting to see the characters grow. Nancy and Mike are given a chance to avoid their mother’s (and father’s?) mistake in taking the “safe” choice that results in social approval, but is ultimately unfulfilling. Steve gets to find someone who loves him for who he is when he isn’t trying to be all cool, while also learning to appreciate the other forms of love he does have already. Joyce and Hopper have several issues they get to overcome that allow them to be better adjusted people.</p><p>Because of this, I see the failure of the “teased”/”baited” relationships as character development. These relationships were never meant to last, and we can see that if we look at them honestly. The problem is that so many of us are so used to relationship tropes that our perceptions of good relationships become skewed. We start to mistake relationship issues with “true love” because fiction has the characters in relationships at the end. We forget, though, that the character’s lives would go on after the credits roll or the last page is turned. This is most apparent when an unplanned sequel is made and the relationship is over. This is why James Bond isn’t allowed a steady romantic partner. None of his flings have ever really been healthy enough to last.</p><p>Fortunately, in Stranger Things we have what seem to be quality writers trying to make a quality product. It’s not a teen drama or a comedy where relationships don’t have to be realistic. This show instead seems to want us to see what all those tropes and cliches (particularly from 80s pop culture) would result in. </p>
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Question: <p>Which ships do you think are endgame</p>
Answer: <p>Thanks for the Ask. I apologize in advance, but I’m going to make this quick, rather than go off on my usual professorial explanations.</p><p>Based on how I see things when looking at everyone as people instead of TV characters? Byler is the only one I’d currently see as endgame. They are the only ones with chemistry that doesn’t seem toxic by nature. The rest of the couples seem like they’d have genuine issues over time, even if they do seem to genuinely like each other.</p><p>Based on my experiences as a consumer of pop culture? Byler and Jopper. There’s just too much buildup for Jopper to there not be a resolution. I can see there being buildup to non-endgame relationships, but it all seems pointless if they don’t get together at some point. I don’t see there being time for Jopper to get together and then break up before the show is over. It’d ultimately just be a big tease and shipbait situation, and, maybe I’m being biased, I just find that low-quality writing. They would hopefully address the toxic elements of Jopper shown in season 3, though. I think they could be happy together if they got past that and dealt with their individual issues behind it all.</p>
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Question: <p>Something super interesting that I realized (that I should&rsquo;ve realized before) is that Will is the /only/ person that El has been able to communicate with using her mind/ in her inner world. Even her mother disappeared when she attempted to touch her and speak to her. </p>
Answer: <p>Thanks for the Ask. This is another one that’s been sitting in my inbox for an embarrassingly long time.</p><p>It’s been pointed out before how El was able to interact with Will in the void. Yes, few have been able to communicate with her through it, and her own mother seemed limited in how strong her connection with El was. I don’t think we can say that Will is the only person she could communicate with, though.</p><p>Mike was able to sense her presence in season 2. This is potentially reasoned out through his explicit pleading for some sign of her. He would have been in a very receptive state. There’s possibly some minor, hard to discern, presence when El engages in such an act, something that most people would write off as “seeing things.” Indeed, even Mike seemed to decide it was nothing, akin to wishful thinking.</p><p>Billy also could sense her presence, as well as “physically” interact with her, something only Will had previously done. There’s no way to be sure of why this was so short of the Duffers telling us, but we can speculate. What’s probably the most common explanation is that the Mindflayer is what could really sense her, but it appeared as Billy in the void since it had already taken over his mind. The Mindlayer would theoretically be powerful enough to match El’s strength in the void.</p><p>Another explanation is that they simply haven’t worked out a consistent representation of the void and how El can interact with people in it. As a result, the limitations of El’s interactions can vary from scene to scene. I find this a bit questionable, though, as the Duffers seem rather meticulous. Still, it’s something to keep in mind.</p><p>That brings me to my final possibility, which is that El and Will are linked in some way. Besides the somewhat obvious and cliche idea that they both are just very powerful, whereas El’s mom’s powers were largely transient and induced by experimentation (according to the novel), they might actually be connected in a more direct way. While not conclusively proven, the DID theory has quite a lot of supporting evidence, and it is possible that El and Will are literally two aspects of the same person.</p><p>I’ve previously discussed the idea of Will having powers involving the manipulation of reality, even though he’d be unaware of it. It’s also been brought up on this blog that El and Will have rarely interacted over three seasons. Specifically, in seasons 1 and 2, El was only around when Will was missing or possessed. If we assume that Will has powers, then it’s not really a stretch to think that El may be a product of his own mind. The parallels between them are very striking, from their abusive fathers, their similarly shot scenes, and their attachment to Mike. I can’t say I know how it will be fleshed out in the show, but the idea that El is a part of Will’s mind brought into reality through his powers isn’t so far fetched to me anymore.</p><p>Then there’s the issue of Billy. I already noticed how odd it is that they’d have a character named Billy in a show that already has a Will, as both names are short for William. Usually characters will be as distinct as possible in naming, unless there’s a reason otherwise (like having a Tim and a Tom, but the joke being they are so similar the writer wants viewers to be unable to distinguish them from each other). There’s no apparent reason for Billy and Will to have similar names, at least at first glance. This changes, however, if you consider that Billy may also be a product of Will’s powers. We end up finding out in season 3, though it was hinted in season 2, that Billy, for all his posturing, is afraid of his father. He was once a nice boy who loved his mother, much like Will, until he ended up in the sole custody of his abusive father, which turned him into an angry, aggressive kid. Billy could be another aspect of Will, a dark look at what Will could have been, and, perhaps, a manifestation of Will wishing he was the sort of person his dad wanted to spend time with.</p><p>Now, it’s possible that this was all intentional without it being a DID+reality powers situation. The writers may simply want us to see connections between the characters without them literally being connected. It’s still pretty clear to me, though, that not only were Will and El connected to some degree that allowed them to interact in the void, but so was Billy. It remains to be seen what it all means, or if we will ever find out, but I do think it lends credibility to the DID theory.</p>
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Question: <p>What makes you think that Will has powers? I'm really curious to know why you think this!</p>
Answer: <p>I feel like I’ve answered this a million times, but perhaps you just didn’t see it. Feel free to check out my previous posts, but, long story short, I believe there has to be some significance to how Will was able to survive in season 1. Not only did he somehow escape from the demogorgon in the shed, despite it having him helpless with nowhere to go, but he also eluded it for a week, survived without food or water, and managed to communicate in three different ways (lights, phone, and a brief “astral projection” for lack of a better term).</p><p>Now, some people might just say that Will was desperate and stumbled upon means of communication while trying everything. This, however, doesn’t take into account that he was able to tell if it was working. He could hear his mom talking to him while he manipulated the lights, never mind the fact that he was able to make them light up in the first place. His ability to communicate from the Upside Down is unparalleled, though I admit we haven’t seen anyone else try to do so. </p><p>He was also able to somehow stay alive in that place for a week. Perhaps time moves differently in there, which could work with the clocks in the marketing materials for season 4, but that place was still dangerous enough that scientists recommended hazmat suits. The demogorgon also had little trouble tracking and killing anyone else it went after, but Will escaped and eluded it multiple times. Come season 2, the Mindflayer had no intention of killing him, rather “everyone else.” Will is special. Whether that was the case to begin with, or simply because the Mindflayer deemed him as such after he survived, is a matter of debate. I personally feel he was always special, and the Upside Down, any everything in it, is a product of his mind. His powers brought it all into reality.</p><p>Eh, so much for “long story short.” Oh well, I’m already into this.</p><p>I don’t think Will’s powers are that he can hide or manipulate electronics, at least not primarily. I think his main power is the ability to manipulate matter and energy such that his thoughts can be manifested in the real world. He doesn’t know it, and thus can’t control it, but everything he and his friends and family have been through is a result of trauma that he’s tried to “lock away” in his mind. It’s a pocket dimension of sorts, and El (whether she’s also part of Will’s mind or not) stumbled upon it and opened a gateway between it and the “real world.” Because of this, “killing” the Mindflayer just isn’t a possibility, since Will could really just manifest a new one if the trauma remains untreated.</p><p>I think this is why some fans think Will needs to die to resolve the plot. Well, that and some fans just hate Will for&hellip;reasons I’d rather not get into here. That would be an extremely bleak ending for a show that has overcoming trauma as a consistent theme. It would send the message that the only way to escape trauma is through death, and that’s just&hellip;not good. Instead, the threat of the Upside Down would be resolved through Will confronting, accepting, and overcoming his trauma.</p><p>Anyway, I find this all more compelling than Will just accidentally and randomly being targeted by the demogorgon, then, again luckily, surviving in a hostile environment for a week. </p>
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Question: <p>Hello! I'm sorry to bother you. Just wanted to ask how are you</p>
Answer: <p>I’m doing well, thank you for asking. Winter break has been a very welcome way to close out 2020.</p><p>I hope you and all my readers are well, also.</p>
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Question: <p>I don't know if this has been asked before but could you try to explain Wills superpowers in your own words? How do they work you think? I know they got something to do with imagining things into reality but HOW? does he have limits or not? Could he imagine having like telekinesis or super strength and voila it becomes reality? Why is it so hard for me to imagine the way imagination powers work? &#128514;    thx and happy weekend</p>
Answer: <p>Hello, thanks for the Ask, and, as always, I apologize for the time it took for me to respond.</p><p>I like this question, as we often take superpowers for granted in fiction. By that I mean that we generally don’t question how or why they work. For example, what exactly propels Superman in flight? Originally, he was only able to jump very high (able to clear tall buildings in a single bound), but this eventually gave way to his ability to freely fly through the air (and space!). </p><p>Will’s powers aren’t so much imagination powers, really. Instead, his latent powers are manifesting through his imagination, while he has no conscious awareness of it. His powers are actually those of reality manipulation. I see Will’s powers as being similar to those of Franklin Richards, the son of Reed Richards and Susan Storm of the Fantastic Four. I think <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> may have brought this up before, but, regardless, it’s a very apt comparison, I think. Franklin was able to manipulate matter and energy to the point that he could change anything if he wanted to. He was seen as one of the most powerful mutants in the Marvel Universe, considered to be on par with The Celestials, making him god-like in scale. </p><p>Franklin was able to subconsciously create a pocket dimension, complete with a false “history” for those who resided within it. It’s this part that I think compares to Will Byers. Will hasn’t (or simply can’t) manipulated the “real” world, but I think he’s responsible, albeit unwittingly, for the Upside Down and everything in it. Whether he’s similarly responsible for the breach between the two universes is a different story altogether. El was shown being how the Gate was opened, but, depending on how you view the DID theory, it still could’ve been Will in a way. I think it’s possible Will unknowingly created the Upside Down as a place for his most unpleasant memories and traumas as a way to protect himself from them. The problem is that trauma like that generally can’t be buried so easily, even with powers.</p><p>I think the conclusion of Stranger Things will involve Will coming to terms with his past, allowing him to counter the Mindflayer and the Upside Down threat. I like the idea that the Mindflayer is an aspect of Will who thinks he is protecting itself (and Will) through his violent actions. It’d be a nice twist if, instead of defeating him, Will is able to make peace with the Mindflayer. I’d certainly take that over a more predictable and cliche final battle where the Mindflayer is killed or sealed away. I think it’d be very cool if Will grew powerful enough where he could bestow powers on his friends to grant them the attributes of their D&amp;D characters, at least within his pocket dimension.</p><p>Enough of the plot is still open-ended enough that I could be totally wrong, but I feel like there is enough evidence for this. Will is able to manipulate reality, at least to the point of being able to create a pocket universe with tangible beings and environments. This has resulted in the Upside Down, demogorgons, and Mindflayer all being threats to the “real” world. The Upside Down is out of control because Will is unaware of, and unable to control, his powers. It makes sense that stopping this threat would involve building up Will to the point that he could take back control. </p>
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Question: <p>Do you think that the audience's overall favor of Mike and El's relationship could influence the Duffers decision to proceed to maintain their romantic relationship, persuading them to hold back on making Mike and Will a romantic couple?</p>
Answer: <p>Hello, thanks for the Ask. If you don’t mind, I think I’m going to combine this with another Ask I’ve had sitting around:<br/><br/>“If byler were to actually happen, how do you expect Millie to feel about  it? We know that she is always very humble and accepting, but she also  very aggressively promotes Mileven any time she can lol“<br/><br/>The basis for both of these Asks really centers around how people other than the Duffers would feel about Mike and El not being endgame. The short answer for both of these Asks is that they honestly shouldn’t care. They have a story they set out to tell, and they shouldn’t change it unless they feel any given change would make a better story.</p><p>The audience’s favor of Mike and El’s relationship means little to me, and that should be the same with the Duffers. Even if it were their intent for Mike and El to be together, at the end of the day it’s not a show about a romance. The relationships are just cogs in the wheel here, and we shouldn’t get too hung up over the relationships to the point that we define the show by them. I realize this may seem hypocritical of me since I support Mike and Will, but I see a big part of the show being Will’s personal journey, of which his feelings for Mike are a big part themselves. </p><p>El’s journey is a big part of the story, as well. In her case, though, I don’t think her romantic attachment to Mike is portrayed as a positive step. Making her relationship with Mike turn out to be endgame would require a massive shift in the story, and I fear it would not only turn out very artificial, but it would also disrupt Will’s story. We don’t need or want another sad gay teen story where the story concludes with him being rejected. Will’s story is one of coming to terms with himself and his experiences, but El’s is one of discovery and growth.</p><p>Where being with Mike would benefit Will’s story since it would require that Will comes to terms with his sexuality, El being with Mike would reflect her throwing away any attempts at discovery and growth and a return to security. It’s the same dilemma faced by the Wheelers, as they’ve all seemed to struggle with going with their true feelings over what is safe and more acceptable. El deserves more than to end her story by becoming another Karen Wheeler, who realizes too late that she’s made the wrong choice for the wrong reasons. </p><p>As for the feelings of Millie, or any of the other actors on the show, those shouldn’t really be considered much, either. They have been hired to do a job, not be the boss. Yes, the feelings of the actors should be taken into consideration when writing their scenes, as they shouldn’t be forced into anything that makes them uncomfortable. This, however, would simply be a matter of the story not going her way, assuming that her statements about Mileven are genuine. I honestly wouldn’t be surprised if she’s simply playing to her fanbase.</p><p>I do have some concerns that she may have bought into her own hype. It’s dangerous to make any one character in an ensemble show the center of attention, especially when it involves a young actor. This is Stranger Things, not the Millie Bobby Brown Show, and I hope she knows that and is just being a savvy self-promoter. I worry about young actors and the “professionals” who get their claws into them for their own benefits. At the end of the day, though, she seems to want to portray an image of a sensitive and caring young lady, so it wouldn’t be too fitting if she got bent out of shape if the show ended up not revolving around her. A negative reaction would be bad for her image, even if her diehard fans rallied around her. </p><p>The only ones whose feelings matter when writing the show are the Duffers. It’s their project, one that they’ve been working on for a very long time. They shouldn’t have to compromise for anyone else. Any fans, or actors, who want them to compromise their story for their own selfish desires don’t deserve to watch or be a part of it to begin with. I’d be upset if Mike and Will’s relationship doesn’t end up being a part of the story, and I’d have questions as to why it was built up the way it was, but I’d live with it as long as we got the story they set out to tell. None of us have the right to pressure them to do anything they don’t want to with the show.</p>
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Question: <p>do you have any thoughts on the theory that mike will be with the byers for most of s4? any predictions, theories, opinions etc?</p>
Answer: <p>I’m fairly sure that I’ve addressed this before, but perhaps you are a new reader for my blog. If that’s the case, then welcome! If not, then, eh, I’m home alone with nothing to do anyway.</p><p>What little we know about season 4 does seem to point to Mike being with the Byers for the bulk of season 4. Finn Wolfhard has been seen little during Atlanta filming, and, in fact, seemed to come in later on during the filming schedule. He was also slated to be filming in December. This was believed to be when filming would shift to Netflix’s New Mexico studio, where the Byers new home (apparently Southern California) would be shot. </p><p>We know from set photos that the season will take place in March. A school calendar shows Spring Break occurring late in the month, and, in fact, it starts with Will’s birthday on Saturday. This creates a scenario, which I think is very likely, where Mike goes to visit Will for his birthday. I don’t know if this is a planned trip or not. I know there’s a popular fan theory that Mike runs away, owing, at least in part, to scenes that make is seem that Karen is participating in some sort of search party. I’m not sure how I feel about that. Mike would need to be pretty angry and/or distraught to run off without telling his friends or family.</p><p>This fits in with the original table read photos from nearly a year ago. Finn was seated with Noah and Millie, rather than the other Hawkins residents. By itself, this maybe wouldn’t mean anything, but the other cast members did seem to be grouped together based on who they interacted with the most. I admit that I do not know the industry very well, but perhaps being close enough to see the person you’re speaking to allows for a better read of the dialogue. In this sense, it would make sense to seat people based on who they speak to most often.</p><p>As to how this would play out, I’m not really sure we have enough information to even predict. We don’t know if Mike was planning to go visit Will or if it ends up being an impulsive decision. We don’t know where his relationship with Will is at by then. Is he trying to make up for something? Is he insistent that they celebrate his birthday together? Why isn’t anyone else going? How does he get there? I originally thought he and Nancy would both go, allowing her to be the driver, but she seems to be in the Hawkins area for most of the season. </p><p>Does Will (or his family) even know that Mike is coming? I can foresee Mike coming up with an ill-thought-out plan where he decides to surprise Will. This invites a lot of potential misunderstandings, such as El assuming he came to see her. I’d hate to see her reduced to such a role, but we saw at the end of season 3 that she fell back into her obsession with him. I do think that this visit needs to address Mike in terms of where he stands with both El and Will, though. </p><p>Perhaps it is a planned visit, though, and Will and his family do know he’s coming. How will Mike react to the Byers new home? Does Will have any new friends? How would Mike react to that? Does El have any friends there? How would Mike react to that? Official information has been basically nonexistent regarding the Byers. All we really know is that Jonathan apparently has a friend there. Even the “leaks” contain very little information on this front, reflecting the fact that there’s just nothing to go on. I have to believe this means they intend this part of the plot to be very meaningful. </p><p>At the end of the day, though, all any of us can do is speculate. While I try to temper my predictions by going off any available information, I’m still liable to let my own personal preferences influence what I come up with. Even the fact that Mike goes to visit isn’t exactly proven. We won’t know anything for sure until the day the season finally launches. As for what I personally think happens, well, I don’t normally do this, but it IS Christmas, after all.</p><p>I think we get Mike in Hawkins in the days leading up to Spring Break. This much we know, as we’ve seen photos of Mike with Dustin, both in Hellfire Club shirts. Mike isn’t doing well in the months after the Byers leave, but everyone just assumes he’s heartsick over El. I think Mike joins the club, at Dustin’s behest, with Dustin perhaps suggesting that D&amp;D would cheer him up. This will be the first D&amp;D Mike has played since Will’s campaign, and this isn’t lost on him. This only makes him more miserable, and Dustin is confused. Lucas may try to explain it by telling Dustin about what happened with Will’s campaign, suggesting that Mike still feels guilty about it all. Basically, though, Mike can’t enjoy D&amp;D without Will. It just isn’t the same. When Spring Break comes around, Mike packs his D&amp;D stuff and heads for California. What happens next is hard to predict, but it’s safe to say that shenanigans ensue, misunderstandings are had, and supernatural danger creeps its way into their lives again.</p><p>I’ll try to find time to post tomorrow, but, just in case I can’t, Happy Holidays, my dear readers. I appreciate you all, and wish you nothing but the best! </p>
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Question: <p>Who do you think this season will be focused? I think Will because well, we saw very little of him and his storyline was left unfinished.</p>
Answer: <p>Hello, thanks for the Ask, and I’m sorry that it’s taken me so long to respond.</p><p>I do not think that the season is going to focus on any single character. However, if I had to pick a few to get the bulk of the spotlight, I’d say Hopper and Will. Still, other characters will get their share of screen time, and, hopefully, Lucas will have more of a meaningful role this season. I get worried when new characters are added because it’s already hard to give everyone their share of development, but I have to admit that the new characters are generally enjoyable, at least the ones who aren’t fodder for the monster of the season.</p><p>Will’s role in season 3 was a bit off, but I think it was intentional. I think him being shoved into the background was a reflection of his own feelings. He was forgotten in the show because he felt forgotten by his friends, especially Mike. Whether that was just done as a metaphor or was actually a result of Will having powers that influence reality remains to be seen. At any rate, Will wasn’t forgotten by the writers. Everything in season 3 was done for a reason, even if we all were blindsided by it. </p><p>On Hopper’s end, we already know that we will learn a lot more about his backstory. We’ve been teased a bit here and there with tidbits. We learned way back in season 1 that he had a daughter who died. Season 2 showed us some flashbacks regarding that. That season also showed us a box hidden in the cabin that told us that Hopper likely served in Vietnam in some capacity. Nothing is ever shown on screen if it has no purpose. This was all done to tell us that there’s things Hopper is hiding from, and he (and the audience) will be made to confront those parts of his past in season 4. </p><p>I think a big theme of season 4 will be overcoming trauma. This is something that affects multiple characters, particularly Will, Hopper, and El. The clock symbolism in the teasers likely hints that we will “time travel” in some sense, but not exactly in a Back to the Future way. I think we will just get flashbacks and memories, possibly as a result of characters in therapy or being experimented on or tortured. We’ll see some characters’ treasured moments, similar to how Will remembered Mike’s D&amp;D campaign before destroying Castle Byers, but we will also likely witness traumatic memories, such as when we saw Hopper at the hospital with his daughter. I’m hoping that we get to see Mike and Will meeting on the swings, but that might be asking too much.</p><p>Will’s storyline will be finished, though. It was left hanging for a reason. I don’t think it’s a coincidence that his birthday occurs during the season. I also don’t think it’s a coincidence that the fanbase is almost entirely convinced that Mike spends a great deal of the season with the Byers rather than the Hawkins crew. Now, we play the waiting game&hellip;</p>
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Question: <p>I find it interesting that Hopper was sent to Russia. We've been shown he has kind of a bias with queer people in season 1 when talking with Joyce. Considering how strong homophobia  was and still is in Russia, do you think the Duffers will tackle that ? Seeing it upfront might change his views and we could see a parallel with the AIDS crisis in the United States since we're in the period where it was the most relevant. Considering Will is gonna be important next season, if Byler happens ( I'll admit I was convinced ), Hopper perhaps would be less harsh or upset about the situation, especially if he realises that all the trauma Will faced about his sexuality and his father created the Upside Down. It would tie nicely with the title of the show, since they literally are Stranger Things than being gay.</p>
Answer: <p>Sorry it’s taken me so long to get to this one. </p><p>It’s honestly hard to say what Hopper would think about Mike and Will. If he had a problem with it, I’d honestly expect that it would be less about Will being gay and more about him dating Mike. Yeah, Hopper made an insensitive remark in season 1, but I think it’s unfair for people to make assumptions about him. It could simply have been a matter of him thinking Will being gay was potentially relevant to his disappearance. From his perspective, Will may have been a victim of an assault and/or kidnapping related to that. That’s just one alternative interpretation though. </p><p>Despite any bias he may have, he still risked his life to save Will in season 1, and again in season 2 while also more or less treating him like a son. Still, like you said, this is all occurring during the 80s in the midst of the AIDS crisis. Opinions of gay people among the general population, let alone a small, conservative town, were not exactly great. Hopper’s reaction could fall in line with that.</p><p>Hopper’s story, which seems like it’ll be a focus of season 4, is one of personal growth. He’s on a road to overcome his own personal demons. I don’t think it’s any coincidence that the Duffers wrote him as being a deeply flawed man whose actions sabotage his personal relationships. His personal history has come up, to some extent, in every season so far. He’s deeply afraid of loss, and this leads him to be resistant to allowing himself to become attached, and, when he does, he’s extremely controlling in a misguided attempt to keep his loved ones safe. In that vein, I could see Hopper reacting negatively to Will being gay since he’d see it as a dangerous lifestyle, regardless of any personal moral judgments he may or may not have about it.</p><p>I think Hopper’s time in Russia is going to help him confront his past, not that this is what the Russians would be trying to do. There’s speculation that he’ll be brainwashed, at least for a time. I don’t know about that, but I can imagine interrogations and torture in attempts to get information out of him. This could result in flashbacks for Hopper, PTSD-related or otherwise, that force him to face the things he’s been hiding from. Now, don’t expect him to magically come to terms with it all from this, but accepting problems is always the first step towards overcoming them. I would expect part two to occur after he’s safely back home.</p><p>I don’t know that they’ll touch on the homophobia in Russia, but his treatment there could still result in him gaining a new perspective on things. Like you said, the show’s title exists for a reason. I’ve previously speculated that other characters would find it easier to accept Will after everything that’s happened, in a similar manner to Steve. He grew from a stereotypical jerk jock to a warm, accepting (albeit goofy) guy over the course of three seasons, and I think a lot of that came from his exposure to supernatural threats. Something like Robin being gay just wasn’t a big deal to him anymore, even if it may have been pre-season 1. His brushes with death forced him to decide what was really important to him. I think Hopper could do something very similar by accepting his “family” for who they are, and, yes, I think he’ll see the Byers as his family even if he and Joyce don’t get together. It may take a bit for him to get there, but he will.</p>
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Question: <p>How likely do you think that a happy ending will be? Do you have any predictions for what the ending might look like? Any opinions/wishes? Really I'd just like to hear any thoughts on how ST will end. Love your posts btw! :)</p>
Answer: <p>Hello, thanks for the Ask.</p><p>I greatly prefer happy endings in general. I think there’s too many grim shows out there now. While that may reflect the cynicism of our current society, I think media also has a place as a source of hope. There’s a lot of potential for Stranger Things to be a show about a triumph over trauma. It’s a hard road, one that may seem impossible to traverse, but not impossible, and I think that’s something we need to see right now.</p><p>Stranger Things is a show full of trauma, particularly where Will and El are concerned. We’re talking about children whose short lives have been riddled with fear, pain, and stress. There are children who really go through similar, though much more mundane, things, and it can often seem like there’s no way to overcome it. In my opinion, it would send a very bleak message if Will and El, at the very least, didn’t get a happy ending. </p><p>As for what a happy ending would look like in Stranger Things, well, that’s a bit more open-ended. I won’t try to get too specific with what would need to happen, since I trust the writers to come up with ideas that I can’t. To put it more broadly, though, I’d like to see the characters overcome, or at least make progress with, their individual flaws. I won’t list them all here, as I’ve mentioned them before, but some standouts are Hopper’s fear of loss/avoidance of attachment and Mike’s insecurity. </p><p>And, yes, I’d like to see Mike and Will be honest with themselves and each other about their feelings. This is something the show has seemed to be building towards, and a lack of follow-through would be a big downer. I personally think it fits in with my above thoughts, as I think their issues with their sexualities are a part of their personal demons. They are dealing with those issues in different ways due to their own histories and personalities, but I don’t think either can be truly happy until it’s addressed.</p>
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Question: <p>Besides El + Byers siblings and Nancy + Robin, are there any new or barely touched upon team ups you want to see in the future seasons?</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you for the Ask. </p><p>New character combinations can be a good thing, as seen by Dustin and Steve, but I can’t say I exactly look forward to it. There’s already plenty of good chemistry among the cast. Still, I know that new combinations will be highlighted, if only because the previous ones appear to be split.</p><p>The one I’d like to see most, besides what you mentioned, is the friendship between Mike and Max. We saw a hint in season 2 that Mike doesn’t hate her as much as he lets on. I think there’s potential there for the to be vitriolic best buds. They’d care about each other, but wouldn’t mince words when talking. If one is full of crap, the other is going to tell them so. I think they’d both come to make peace with each other once Mike stops trying to force a relationship with El. The only problem I see with this relationship is that there are signs that Mike leaves Hawkins to go to wherever the Byers are. This would limit how much time they’d have together depending on how early in the season this happens.</p><p>I’d like to see Karen with basically anyone. She’s been on the perimeter of the plot the entire series, but always tangentially involved somehow. We know she’s in a scene out in the woods, whether it’s a search party scene or what, so she may be more involved this time. I don’t know who she’ll be most connected to, though. I’d say Nancy, allowing for more mother/daughter bonding and trust-building, but also maybe other adults. Perhaps we can get a glimpse into who Karen could have been if she hadn’t foreclosed on her future by settling for the “safe route” with Ted.</p><p>Joyce and Murray probably don’t count since they got some significant time last season, but I’d love a buddy cop dynamic between them. That genre is something of a guilty pleasure for me.</p><p>Ultimately, though, I think the bulk of the new combinations will involve the new characters, even if they’re just in it for this season. I’m hoping this doesn’t limit character development for our regular characters. Most new characters have been worked into the plot relatively seamlessly, but there seem to be more than ever coming in season 4. </p><p>Readers, please feel free to reblog or comment with your own opinions. I’d love to see who you’d all like to see work together in scenes.</p>
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Question: <p>I feel so strange when I get out of our tumblr Byler bubble and see the impressions of the fandom at large - impressions of the show/Will in particular. Stranger Universe (YouTube channel) just made a video about &ldquo;is Will gay?&rdquo; and in the video said &ldquo;all signs point to Mileven endgame&rdquo; and my eyes burst through the top of my skull. All the comments were in a similar vein, including &ldquo;he&rsquo;s asexual&rdquo; &ldquo;he&rsquo;s just not ready to grow up&rdquo; etc. When I&rsquo;m reminded we&rsquo;re in a lil bubble, I start to wonder if us Byler Believers are just confirmation bias-ing each other to death until we believe things that aren&rsquo;t true. That&rsquo;s my cynicism talking, but I think you probably understand my feelings. Would love your thoughts!</p>
Answer: <p>ok, apologies to my Askers, but going in order just isn’t working for me now that I have quite a few backed up. I’m going to answer them based on which ones I’m most prepared to address at a given moment. I think that’s my best chance at clearing out this queue.</p><p>Ah, confirmation bias. You’re speaking to my psychology degree by bringing that up. For those who are not familiar with the concept, confirmation bias is the tendency for human beings to take in new information in a manner that reinforces their already existing beliefs. This is perhaps most often seen in matters of politics or religion, where beliefs are very strong. It’s a mechanism by which people sort of “cherry pick” parts that they like, but not really in a conscious way. </p><p>For Stranger Things fans, particularly the Byler and Mileven shippers that were mentioned above, this would manifest as fans on a given side latching onto anything that supports their own ship. A fan would claim that any evidence in their favor is proof, while basically ignoring or negating anything to the contrary. This is a very easy trap for any of us to fall into, as it is very difficult to be aware of it occurring.</p><p>It’s true that we are in sort of a bubble here on Tumblr, at least compared to other social media platforms. This does run the risk of us being in a sort of echo chamber, but I counter that other fans have essentially done the same on other platforms through aggressive shouting down of anyone the mainstream disagrees with. That said, we do need to be aware of our own bubble here and not let it lead us to ignoring evidence even if it doesn’t support our conclusions.</p><p>Personally, I feel like Byler supporters on Tumblr have done a pretty good job avoiding confirmation bias. It exists, sure, but all evidence seems to have been evaluated and analyzed by someone in the fandom (let’s be honest, if it exists, it’s been touched on by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a>). So, I don’t think we’re ignoring any evidence in order to avoid weakening our belief. In fact, after season 3 there seemed to be a rather significant swell of despair from the Byler community. That really drives home how much we weren’t ignoring what we were seeing. It was only after time allowed for a more meticulous look at things that we were able to see that the evidence actually grew. It wasn’t an easy road, and many had to be convinced anew. Our beliefs were challenged because we DIDN’T ignore what we were seeing, and it took a lot of work to not lose faith. This doesn’t mean we’re in the clear. There are other biases out there that we also need to be wary of.</p><p>I can’t say that I cruise the Mileven tag, but, from what I have been able to gather, the evidence their belief is based off of is rather flimsy. There’s not much look at subtext or any sort of analysis. It’s generally just a look at the obvious, which they genuinely seem to think is enough. Mike and El kissed, they said they love each other, they went to the Snowball, etc. What I haven’t really seen from their side is a look at evidence to the contrary. Generally, they seem to just disregard it out of hand by saying Will just isn’t ready to grow up, negating him as a romantic interest for Mike out of hand. If this is typical of Mileven fans, then they are rather guilty of confirmation bias themselves. I digress, though, and I’ll stop there because I don’t want to create a strawman.</p><p>I wouldn’t worry too much. The fact that you even brought up confirmation bias means that you are aware of it and actively thinking about it. This means you’re more likely to be more critical of the evidence. If our beliefs are challenged it can go one of two ways: 1) we consider the evidence and determine we were wrong, and we adjust our conclusion accordingly or 2) we consider the evidence and determine we were right, and our conclusion is strengthened. It’s a personal decision, but, despite my inherent cynicism, I lean towards #1 myself. I do think it’s always a good idea to be open to all evidence, but people screaming “Will isn’t gay!” without anything to back it up isn’t evidence. I’d be interested in how that video said “all signs point to mileven endgame” because I just don’t see it. So I’ll leave by asking you, “Did the video genuinely consider all of the evidence itself, or is it actually guilty of confirmation bias?”</p>
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Question: <p>In a recent interview finn said he's filming from January to August people are taking it as he won't film stranger things again till then but I'm pretty sure he's filming next week &#129335;&zwj;&#9792;&#65039; it's odd though how he Noah or millie hasn't had any set pictures captured like the others yet</p>
Answer: <p>Do you have a source for this? January to August? That seems like a rather long schedule. I think the other seasons only took about six months total. Though I suppose filming could be heavily slowed down to avoid having too many people on set at once. They may be filming in batches based on the “squads” the characters always end up in. Still, we should probably assume that any of the actors are engaging in misdirection anytime they speak. </p><p>That said, I’ve heard filming in the New Mexico studio is set to begin in December. I don’t know the business well enough to know if the source is good, but I remember seeing reports last year that the Byers were allegedly in New Mexico (vehicles on location there). Now that I know that Netflix has a production hub there, I think that’s just where they’re shooting. It doesn’t mean the Byers live in New Mexico anymore than filming in Atlanta means that Hawkins is in Georgia. </p><p>I have a feeling the Byers side of the production will be more protected. They intentionally left a lot unknown to fans when they moved. They won’t want anything potentially leaked by some errant photos. We probably won’t see photos of Will or El barring any released by the show itself as pre-release hype. </p><p>I’m hoping they can get this done safely and as quickly as possible. I need a new season badly.</p>
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Question: <p>hey so this is the person who sent the message about how noah supposedly went on live and said "he would miss filming with finn" and that "will gets a new lady love interest" well here's the thing... turns out it was all fake!! some crazy mileven stan went into this girls tellonym and sent like 15 messages trying to sound like different people to rile up the byler stans....</p>
Answer: <p>Well, color me surprised.</p>
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Question: <p>I feel so strange when I get out of our tumblr Byler bubble and see the impressions of the fandom at large - impressions of the show/Will in particular. Stranger Universe (YouTube channel) just made a video about &ldquo;is Will gay?&rdquo; and in the video said &ldquo;all signs point to Mileven endgame&rdquo; and my eyes burst through the top of my skull. All the comments were in a similar vein, including &ldquo;he&rsquo;s asexual&rdquo; &ldquo;he&rsquo;s just not ready to grow up&rdquo; etc. When I&rsquo;m reminded we&rsquo;re in a lil bubble, I start to wonder if us Byler Believers are just confirmation bias-ing each other to death until we believe things that aren&rsquo;t true. That&rsquo;s my cynicism talking, but I think you probably understand my feelings. Would love your thoughts!</p>
Answer: <p>ok, apologies to my Askers, but going in order just isn’t working for me now that I have quite a few backed up. I’m going to answer them based on which ones I’m most prepared to address at a given moment. I think that’s my best chance at clearing out this queue.</p><p>Ah, confirmation bias. You’re speaking to my psychology degree by bringing that up. For those who are not familiar with the concept, confirmation bias is the tendency for human beings to take in new information in a manner that reinforces their already existing beliefs. This is perhaps most often seen in matters of politics or religion, where beliefs are very strong. It’s a mechanism by which people sort of “cherry pick” parts that they like, but not really in a conscious way. </p><p>For Stranger Things fans, particularly the Byler and Mileven shippers that were mentioned above, this would manifest as fans on a given side latching onto anything that supports their own ship. A fan would claim that any evidence in their favor is proof, while basically ignoring or negating anything to the contrary. This is a very easy trap for any of us to fall into, as it is very difficult to be aware of it occurring.</p><p>It’s true that we are in sort of a bubble here on Tumblr, at least compared to other social media platforms. This does run the risk of us being in a sort of echo chamber, but I counter that other fans have essentially done the same on other platforms through aggressive shouting down of anyone the mainstream disagrees with. That said, we do need to be aware of our own bubble here and not let it lead us to ignoring evidence even if it doesn’t support our conclusions.</p><p>Personally, I feel like Byler supporters on Tumblr have done a pretty good job avoiding confirmation bias. It exists, sure, but all evidence seems to have been evaluated and analyzed by someone in the fandom (let’s be honest, if it exists, it’s been touched on by <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a>). So, I don’t think we’re ignoring any evidence in order to avoid weakening our belief. In fact, after season 3 there seemed to be a rather significant swell of despair from the Byler community. That really drives home how much we weren’t ignoring what we were seeing. It was only after time allowed for a more meticulous look at things that we were able to see that the evidence actually grew. It wasn’t an easy road, and many had to be convinced anew. Our beliefs were challenged because we DIDN’T ignore what we were seeing, and it took a lot of work to not lose faith. This doesn’t mean we’re in the clear. There are other biases out there that we also need to be wary of.</p><p>I can’t say that I cruise the Mileven tag, but, from what I have been able to gather, the evidence their belief is based off of is rather flimsy. There’s not much look at subtext or any sort of analysis. It’s generally just a look at the obvious, which they genuinely seem to think is enough. Mike and El kissed, they said they love each other, they went to the Snowball, etc. What I haven’t really seen from their side is a look at evidence to the contrary. Generally, they seem to just disregard it out of hand by saying Will just isn’t ready to grow up, negating him as a romantic interest for Mike out of hand. If this is typical of Mileven fans, then they are rather guilty of confirmation bias themselves. I digress, though, and I’ll stop there because I don’t want to create a strawman.</p><p>I wouldn’t worry too much. The fact that you even brought up confirmation bias means that you are aware of it and actively thinking about it. This means you’re more likely to be more critical of the evidence. If our beliefs are challenged it can go one of two ways: 1) we consider the evidence and determine we were wrong, and we adjust our conclusion accordingly or 2) we consider the evidence and determine we were right, and our conclusion is strengthened. It’s a personal decision, but, despite my inherent cynicism, I lean towards #1 myself. I do think it’s always a good idea to be open to all evidence, but people screaming “Will isn’t gay!” without anything to back it up isn’t evidence. I’d be interested in how that video said “all signs point to mileven endgame” because I just don’t see it. So I’ll leave by asking you, “Did the video genuinely consider all of the evidence itself, or is it actually guilty of confirmation bias?”</p>
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Question: <p>Ok not to sound delusional but all these clocks either mean flashbacks or someone being able to forsee something about future events. And guess which character has always been able to foresee stuff? Will Byers! In S1 Wiill said : "the demegorgon.. it got me" and then the demegorgon actually got him! Also if you re-watch Will's campaign in s3, it foreshadows what happenes later in the season. And he also has a drawing of a prisoner in his room that looks like Hopper. Just a crack theory lol &#128514;</p>
Answer: <p>Thanks for this. It’s not a bad theory, but it could be more the writers sneaking in hints than it is Will being able to see the future. I just find it useful to consider the easiest explanation.</p><p>That said, clerics in 1st edition D&amp;D (which I think is what the Party uses) had access to divination spells that would grant them access to knowledge they otherwise wouldn’t have like Commune (ask their deity a question), Scrying (see/hear something from a great distance), Speak with the Dead (pretty self-explanatory), Tongues (communicate in unknown languages), and Trueseeing (able to see something’s true form regardless of illusion, transformation, and even through other planes of existence.) Later editions would expand on this. 5th edition, the most recent one, even has a Knowledge Domain (domains are like subclasses that clerics choose at 3rd level) that grants even further divination power.</p><p>Even if Will doesn’t have any real powers in-universe, the writers may be using their cleric to foreshadow things. Still, I am expecting him to be revealed to have genuine powers. He’s connected to the Upside Down in one way or another.</p><p>As for the clocks, it’s hard to tell what they could signify, but it’s easy enough to speculate. I imagine one of the following:</p><p>1) Flashbacks/memories</p><p>2) Some sort of time travel (a very risky decision, writing-wise), whether it’s characters literally going forward or back, or just being able to see forward or back. Everything goes badly, but they’re able to go back and undo it. Kinda cheap, if you ask me, but maybe the Duffers could do it well.</p><p>3) Time is just an important factor. Our characters may simply be “on the clock” in regards to the danger. It’s just a matter of time before it’s too late.</p><p>4) It’s all just a red herring, and the clocks means something other than time. </p><p>I’m very interested to see what it all means. Hopefully we at least have some of it right. Will having powers just makes too much sense.</p>
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Question: <p>Thank you, thank you for giving me the hopes i lost a while ago. You may not know me, but still :) </p><p>Thank You.</p>
Answer: <p>&hellip;</p><p>This is probably the best message I could ever get. It really doesn’t matter that I don’t know you because you’re still a person. As a counselor, the best thing I could do is help restore hope. I’m so happy that I could make a difference. I know I can’t make your (or anyone’s) problems go away, but hope is one of the ways we find the strength to bear those problems.</p><p>To me, the Duffers may be restoring some of my own lost hopes. Growing up with so many bleak stories of gay teens left me feeling like happy endings were the exception not the rule. I’m an adult now, of course, and I realize the world has gotten better for people like me, but those same lost hopes linger. The damage was essentially done long ago. It’s never too late, though. Sometimes we just need someone to help us see the sun through the clouds.</p><p>So, I thank you. Now I can see that my work here on this blog has been worthwhile. </p><p>Be well. Stay hopeful.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi, this ask is a bit longer, sorry. this is PART 1. I'm here cos I'd like to know your thoughts on the way the responsible st people are treating their fans. Frankly, there's a number of folks I know who once were really into the show but are now losing or have lost interest due to the lack of info we're given. also found plenty of people on the internet that feel the same way. It's a shame but I think most of them are disappointed, angry, annoyed or simply stopped caring.</p>
Answer: <p>“Part  2: Maybe via screenshot? I, too, find myself struggling to keep my  interest alive. I&rsquo;m really not trying to be unreasonable here. I know  we&rsquo;re in the middle of a pandemic and I doubt anyone&rsquo;d expect s4 to be  released within the next 2 months. but I find one has to become a little  creative these days, but no, frankly this lack of content is insulting.  No teaser trailer, no serious updates, only unofficial ones. Barely any  twitter activity and if there&rsquo;s a new tweet it&rsquo;s only unrelated stuff.</p><p>Part 3: I don&rsquo;t think this presumptuous &lsquo;it&rsquo;s st. Everyone loves it no  matter what&rsquo; attitude is a wise move. How do you feel about it? I&rsquo;m  assuming your analysis, which are great btw, help you staying  interested, don&rsquo;t they? But they seem to forget not everyone does that.  At the end of the day people are people and people might lose interest  and move on. It&rsquo;s a shame though. Oh gosh, I&rsquo;m so sorry. Thanks for your  patience.” </p><p>Thank you for writing in. There’s never a need to be sorry about an Ask made in good faith. I thought this one might be good to answer immediately even though I’m very behind in my responses.</p><p>I understand your frustration. It’s been over a year since season 3, and we probably would have gotten season 4 by now if not for Covid. When one considers that we probably aren’t getting season 4 until, conservative guess, this Spring, it’s difficult to not get frustrated. I do think, though, that we need to be careful about where we aim that frustration.</p><p>Perhaps it’s because I’m older, but I harbor no anger at the Duffers or anyone else responsible for creating Stranger Things. I grew up in the time before social media or streaming services. Aside from VCRs, we had no means of on-demand television, and our entertainment news was mostly limited to TV Guide. Behind-the-scenes peeks and TV trailers were sparse, generally limited to the weeks leading into the new Fall TV season. This just isn’t fazing me like it may the younger generation. I understand, though. Many of you are simply accustomed to what you grew up with, just as I am.</p><p>I do feel a need to defend the showrunners. We get quite a bit of information, official and not. We’ve gotten teasers, cast announcements, and the postings of a Twitter account run by one of the Duffer’s assistants. Yes, a lot of that content has slowed, likely due to not having planned for an extended delay, but I hesitate to cast any blame on them for it. I simply remind myself that they do not really owe us anything. I repeat, they do not owe us anything.</p><p>We receive the fruits of their labor in the form of a very entertaining TV show. It is something they’ve chosen to do, and they are doing their best to do it. I fear we may be at risk of being spoiled by our current (at least prior to the shutdown) level of access to entertainment. Instant, on-demand gratification has become the norm as a result of social media and streaming services. It’s really hard to blame you, and anyone else, for getting upset now that this trend has been suddenly disrupted, but we need to engage in some self-reflection here. What right do we really have to demand anything from these people? </p><p>Production is still on despite several other shows being outright cancelled. All reasonable steps are being taken to ensure a safe filming environment so that we can get the show as soon as possible. We do get updates from the social media accounts, even if those updates have become fewer and farther between. There’s an element of diminishing returns when it comes to this sort of thing. There’s only so much they can give us without spoiling the product itself. They simply be scraping the bottom of the barrel at this point.</p><p>We do have some unofficial “leaks,” yes. Honestly, I’m not sure how unofficial those really are, though. The set photos that have come out have been minimal to the point that I feel they may have been designed to be as such. If it were really all the work of rogue production crewmembers or fans sneaking in, I would have expected a lot more. I’m not saying that it all has been authorized content masquerading as leaks, but I am saying it could be. They know the fans who are still following things are the ones who would look at unofficial sources. It’s not too much of a stretch to consider that they’ve done this on purpose to get the online fanbase speculating in order to keep interest going. I know it’s certainly given me something to do after I analyzed almost everything I could think of from the existing episodes. Not everyone does that, as you say, but the more casual fans probably aren’t even paying attention to the time between seasons. Others, like me or you, are either creating, or consuming, fan content in the meantime. </p><p>I ask patience and understanding of you all. These are the people who have clearly created something you love. They are suffering from this pandemic, as well, but they are still trying their best to give us what we want. We may all need to lower our expectations a bit. I fear they’ve grown to be too high in recent years, resulting in an unfair demand on content creators. Since this is the season of good will towards man, I’ll simply leave you with this reminder: patience, tolerance, and respect are things we often demand from others, but fail to demand of ourselves. Everyone involved in the show is working hard to get things done, and we need to show patience, tolerance, and respect while we wait.</p>
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Question: <p>what are your fave byler fanfics?</p>
Answer: <p>I won’t lie; I’ve read some heartwarming Byler fanfics. One has to fill the void between seasons somehow. I can recommend a few, but I’m sure I’ve read plenty of others that I’m just not remembering right now.</p><p>“ <a href="https://archiveofourown.org/works/9167647">Some beautiful paths can&rsquo;t be discovered without getting lost</a>   “</p><p>“ <a href="https://archiveofourown.org/works/10849059">I Never Find Out &lsquo;Til I&rsquo;m Head Over Heels</a>  “</p><p>“ <a href="https://archiveofourown.org/works/13415250">where is my mind?</a>“</p><p>“ <a href="https://archiveofourown.org/works/24528556">No Stronger Bond</a>   “</p>
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Question: <p>you just are a wise god of perfect ideas and i adore u</p>
Answer: <p>I’m not sure I deserve such hyperbole, but I appreciate it nonetheless. Thank you. Seriously, you made me blush. A simple thank you is all I need.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi friend. You prob remember that 'antichrist' ask. there was that one sentence in your reply: 'I do think he [Will] would be feared if others found out about them [his powers]' . Could you elaborate on that a little? Who would be scared? Just random people or anyone specific? Like his friends and his family? You think it'd be permanently or temporarily? He's literally been through so damn much, is a good person. Itd break my heart if the people he loves and trusts were scared of him!!!</p>
Answer: <p>I wasn’t trying to suggest that anyone in particular would be afraid of him. I do think there would be a risk that his friends and family would be a little scared, though. If you imagine being close to someone that powerful, but who has so little control over it that he’s been accidentally affecting the world around him, you’d probably be frightened, too. I don’t think his family or the Party will be afraid of him as much as they would be his inability to control it. There might be some unconscious resentment. Everything his friends and family have gone through would have come from his mind, even if he didn’t know or intend it. Some things may slip out in moments of high emotion, but nobody would genuinely blame him for it.</p><p>It’s everyone else that would be of most concern. The 80s were a time of religious moral guardians who used a fear campaign involving purported Satanic cults. Someone like Will could be made into a scapegoat. Imagine the anti-mutant hysteria of old X-Men comics. That’s the sort of situation Will could find himself in if his powers became public knowledge. </p><p>Regardless of what happens, I expect Will to see his powers as a curse. Like many mutants in X-Men, he will be riddled with shame and guilt. It will be up to those close to him to help him with that. I suspect that El and Mike will play big parts in him coming to terms with it all.</p>
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Question: <p>hi abt the noah live thing pls dont belive it if u didn&rsquo;t know someone on MY anonymous tells started that and it blew way out of proportion i regret posting it i was just in a state of panic not knowing if it was real or not but if they acc saw the video the wouldve dmed me not doing it anonymously so sorry agian for causing any panic in the fandom it was a honest mistake i should prob not listen to everything in my tells</p>
Answer: <p>No worries. I never really believed it in the first place.   I responded to it mostly out of boredom and to ease other people’s anxiety in case this rumor had already spread.</p><p>A little skepticism can be healthy. We shouldn’t just believe everything we hear or read. We should consider what is being said,the source, and if any evidence is provided before determining if we should believe it. An oddly specific claim without any evidence from an anonymous source doesn’t earn my confidence.</p>
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Question: <p>Judging by the leaks and theories what do you think will be the storyline this season?</p>
Answer: <p>Sorry to keep you waiting on this one. I try to answers Asks in order, but sometimes I get follow-up Asks, and those seem to make sense to get to right away.</p><p>I’m not so sure about being able to predict specifics of the plot, but there are some big things I expect.</p><p>1) Will’s birthday. Mike likely goes to visit Will for his birthday at the beginning of Spring Break. This explains why Finn will be filming at the New Mexico location, but the other Party members won’t be.</p><p>2) More about the Lab and Brenner’s experiments. I expect to find out whether Brenner is alive, but, regardless, we will find out that his work goes deeper than we previously thought. I suspect that the leads Nancy is investigating at Pennhurst are linked to Brenner’s work. Perhaps some former (failed) subjects were institutionalized to keep them quiet. </p><p>3) The Party realizes that holding on to childhood friends can be difficult. It’s frustrating since we just saw a similar storyline in season 3, but the Party will be fractured again in season 4. Growing up often results in friends diverging in terms of interests. The Party may overcome this, but it will be addressed.</p><p>4) Hopper will escape from captivity. I don’t know how, or even how late into the season it will happen, but Hopper will get out of that gulag he’s in. This will likely be the bulk of Joyce’s storyline.</p><p>5) The Hellfire Club is misunderstood. The D&amp;D club is believed to be responsible for some shady goings-on in Hawkins. Whether they’re actually involved remains to be seen, but there will be accusations by the typical 80s moral guardians. Dustin may find himself tangled up in conspiracies, but Mike may already be visiting the Byers by the time things get bad. </p><p>6) Mike and El’s relationship will continue to struggle. There’s a few different ways this could go down. El seems like she’s primed to be clingy with Mike, if season 3′s ending is anything to go by. This may change when she realizes Hopper is alive since I think her sudden love declaration was due to her needing normalcy after Hopper’s “death.” Meanwhile, Mike is going to be going through his own dilemma as he grapples with the fact that he misses Will more than El.</p><p>7) Powers. El may regain hers, but, regardless, Will’s finally become apparent. It may be an end-of-season reveal, or perhaps Brenner/the Lab have been keeping tabs on Will since season 1 and it’s all brought to light. </p><p>This is more or less what I expect to see. It’s hard to make any certain predictions about the Byers since we have no behind the scenes photos or anything. I might be dipping too deeply into my own personal desires for season 4, but I do think there’s basis for everything I’ve said here.</p>
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Question: <p>(For the Ask game) &#128302;</p>
Answer: <p>🔮Any advice you would have given 10 y/o you? </p><p>That’s a tough one. There’s a lot in my past that I would’ve liked to have gone differently. Yet, even my mistakes are responsible for getting to where I am now. </p><p>I suppose I would’ve told myself that there’s nothing wrong with thinking other boys are cute. </p>
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Question: <p>people usually record noah&rsquo;s lives and if something like that happened, i&rsquo;m sure the fandom would be in flames right now; from the byler fandom speculating and/or becoming highly upset, and the milevens would be all over twitter mocking them. i&rsquo;ve seen no proof at all, so i honestly doubt it&rsquo;s true, and i doubt noah would say something like that. but if so, i do believe it would be a way to throw fans off, because he can&rsquo;t possibly be that stupid as to risk his job by spilling all the beans. </p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, the fact that this Ask was the first I heard of it was suspicious to me as well. Look, I appreciate my 800+ followers, but I also realize I’m still small potatoes in the grand scheme of things. Something like this surely would have at least been mentioned in the byler tag within minutes of him saying it. I don’t know when this allegedly happened, but I doubt I’m in a position to be delivering “breaking news.”</p><p>Take this all with a huge grain of salt. In fact, make it one of those big fancy flakes of finishing salt.</p>
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Question: <p>Seeing you guys reference the comics as support for your theories, I&rsquo;m wondering how significant/reliable they are? I thought it was people separate from the ST staff who write these, and are given creative liberty to write whatever they want with a few constraints. Are the comics greenlit by the show&rsquo;s writers, or what?</p>
Answer: <p>We don’t fully know how involved the show’s creators and writers are in the supplementary materials, whether it’s the comics, novels, or other things. I imagine that pretty much everything does have to get approval of the Duffers, though, in order to be greenlit. I’m a World of Warcraft fan, and I’ve read several of the novels related to that game. The authors of the novels are given outlines to follow, with specific things they need to include or exclude, but are still given significant leeway to write the story they want. In the end, they submit the story for approval with the game’s writers, who then decide if any adjustments need to be made in order to let the novels work with the game’s larger story. The novels are mainly released to coincide with major story developments in the game. I imagine something of a similar situation with a show like Stranger Things. The Duffers say they have a book full of all the elements of the story, but, realistically, only so much of that can make it into the show. While we don’t know how much control they have over it, supplemental material has been created to help tell the story.</p><p>One thing we do know is that the author of the Six comic was explicitly told she could not use the number 001 for any of the characters she created. Other than that, she was more or less given free reign to create other experiment subjects. What this tells me is that the Duffers have a plan for that number that is relevant to the story. Other numbers, meanwhile, are less important and can be whatever the comic author needs them to be in order to make her story. We don’t know anything else she may have been kept from doing, or, for that matter, anything that she was told to explicitly include. </p><p>Now, that comic deals with characters who don’t appear on the show. Kali and El show up in brief cameos, but aren’t plot relevant, so their actions have no impact on the story the Duffers are creating. The other comics, such as the one showing what Will was up to in the Upside Down, are directly intertwined with the plot of the show and the main characters. These comics essentially become canon in that the Duffers can’t really contradict them without completely invalidating them. This makes me think that the Duffers have enough control over them as to ensure that whatever is depicted is in accordance with their big picture.</p><p>On that note, I think that the story depicted with Will in the first comic series is more or less what the Duffers had in mind, or, at least, it fits in with what they see as having happened. They’re likely giving out these storylines for comics and novels because they just don’t fit into the scripts, but are still important to the overall story. Some of the ones meant for younger audiences, such as the random kid that meets the boys and makes a zombie story with them, are probably totally fabricated, but the ones that touch on the main story are probably significant to some extent. </p>
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Question: <p>okay so apparently noah schnapp went live on instagram and said that &ldquo;he would miss working with finn and he&rsquo;s sad that will and mike have no scenes together next season&rdquo; and that &ldquo;will gets a new lady love interest&rdquo; AND NOW IM SK SCARED &#128557;&#128175;&#128591;&#127996; what do you think about this??</p>
Answer: <p>I think that sounds amazingly fake. It’s such an oddly specific thing to say. What even prompted him to do something like this?</p><p>Let’s forget about the fact that he apparently (I’m not on Instagram, so I wouldn’t even know if this actually happened) gave out plot details. Unless there’s more to it that you just aren’t saying, it suggests Noah is only going to miss filming scenes with Finn? Finn is the only one he doesn’t film with? Will gets a lady love interest? It seems like such a blatantly anti-Byler thing that I’m instantly suspicious. </p><p>Assuming he really did say this, what I think is one of the following:</p><p>1) This is a planned “leak” to throw fans off/get them amped up to see if it’s true when Season 4 hits.</p><p>2) He’s just poking fun at Byler fans.</p><p>3) Both</p><p>There is simply nothing to be gained by him revealing any of this if it were real. In fact, he’d be risking pissing off the Duffers if he weren’t cleared to say any of this. I realize people can slip up, and someone with Noah’s age and temperament (he seems a bit impulsive) can maybe be expected to do so more than the others, but he wouldn’t just up and say this out of nowhere. Nobody is going to hire an actor who can’t keep his mouth shut about plot points. That has me thinking he knows what he’s doing, and he’s confident he’s not actually spoiling anything.</p>
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Question: <p>Seeing you guys reference the comics as support for your theories, I&rsquo;m wondering how significant/reliable they are? I thought it was people separate from the ST staff who write these, and are given creative liberty to write whatever they want with a few constraints. Are the comics greenlit by the show&rsquo;s writers, or what?</p>
Answer: <p>We don’t fully know how involved the show’s creators and writers are in the supplementary materials, whether it’s the comics, novels, or other things. I imagine that pretty much everything does have to get approval of the Duffers, though, in order to be greenlit. I’m a World of Warcraft fan, and I’ve read several of the novels related to that game. The authors of the novels are given outlines to follow, with specific things they need to include or exclude, but are still given significant leeway to write the story they want. In the end, they submit the story for approval with the game’s writers, who then decide if any adjustments need to be made in order to let the novels work with the game’s larger story. The novels are mainly released to coincide with major story developments in the game. I imagine something of a similar situation with a show like Stranger Things. The Duffers say they have a book full of all the elements of the story, but, realistically, only so much of that can make it into the show. While we don’t know how much control they have over it, supplemental material has been created to help tell the story.</p><p>One thing we do know is that the author of the Six comic was explicitly told she could not use the number 001 for any of the characters she created. Other than that, she was more or less given free reign to create other experiment subjects. What this tells me is that the Duffers have a plan for that number that is relevant to the story. Other numbers, meanwhile, are less important and can be whatever the comic author needs them to be in order to make her story. We don’t know anything else she may have been kept from doing, or, for that matter, anything that she was told to explicitly include. </p><p>Now, that comic deals with characters who don’t appear on the show. Kali and El show up in brief cameos, but aren’t plot relevant, so their actions have no impact on the story the Duffers are creating. The other comics, such as the one showing what Will was up to in the Upside Down, are directly intertwined with the plot of the show and the main characters. These comics essentially become canon in that the Duffers can’t really contradict them without completely invalidating them. This makes me think that the Duffers have enough control over them as to ensure that whatever is depicted is in accordance with their big picture.</p><p>On that note, I think that the story depicted with Will in the first comic series is more or less what the Duffers had in mind, or, at least, it fits in with what they see as having happened. They’re likely giving out these storylines for comics and novels because they just don’t fit into the scripts, but are still important to the overall story. Some of the ones meant for younger audiences, such as the random kid that meets the boys and makes a zombie story with them, are probably totally fabricated, but the ones that touch on the main story are probably significant to some extent. </p>
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Question: <p>regarding your post about st4 taking place during easter, and possibly including themes of sacrifice/rebirth: just wanted to add on that d&amp;d games seem to predict major events in the show, and in 3x03 when mike was trying to end the game with will, he mentioned &ldquo;torching the chambers and sacrificing ourselves&rdquo;, something along those lines. :)</p>
Answer: <p>True enough. </p><p>In this case, though, I think it was a hint to the ending. Hopper is believed to have died in the “mall fire.” Usually hints like that relate to the season they’re part of.</p><p>As far as Season 4 goes, we don’t know when everyone else will find out about Hopper. We know the season takes place during Spring Break, which begins with Will’s birthday and ends with Easter. I’m not sure if there’s any link between those two days plotwise, but I expect both to matter somehow. Perhaps Easter is when Hopper makes his return?</p>
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Question: <p>Who do you think would be most likely to sacrifice themselves for the rest of the party?</p>
Answer: <p>Mike. </p><p>He already tried to do so once. He was willing to jump off the cliff at the quarry when Troy threatened to cut out Dustin’s teeth. There’s a lot of reason to believe that Mike thinks so little of himself that he’d be ready to sacrifice himself if he thought it’d help everyone else. He’s very insecure, and, if things go very badly for him in season 4, he may well end up thinking he’d be of more help dead than alive. It’s morbid, but it’s also the sort of thing someone who’s gone through trauma and anxiety might think.</p><p>It may well be something they tease in season 4. The most recent comic series even seems to be doubling down on Mike’s insecurities. Mike’s D&amp;D class would seem to be the antithesis of his true self. As a paladin, he’d be confident, strong, and brave. Paladins are also known to be willing to lay their lives down for their allies. He may well think he’s doing the noble paladin deed if he can save others at the cost of his own life.</p><p>What Mike doesn’t realize, though, and what I think he will learn, is that he doesn’t need to pretend to be a paladin. He already is brave and noble when he allows himself to be. It’s only when he’s worried about what other people think that he starts to doubt himself. This is because he always thinks other people are judging him as a loser, brat, or in an otherwise unworthy fashion. I think if he saw himself through his friends’ eyes, particularly Will’s, he’d start to realize he is own worst enemy. Considering I think clock motifs mean that we will see flashbacks and memories, this may be something that happens. I think Mike will be able to avoid a self-sacrifice when he realizes his life holds a lot of meaning to a lot of people.</p>
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Question: <p>Regarding the likelihood of Will having powers ask, are you suggesting El lost her powers 'cause Will (subconsciously or not) wanted it that way?</p>
Answer: <p>Yes.</p><p>At the end of the day, I’m not ok with things happening in a story just because they need to happen. It comes off as so contrived that it isn’t entertaining anymore. Everything needs to have a story-related reason for happening. So, El losing her powers can’t have happened just because a powered El would have gotten in the way of the story. Hopper’s fate would have been a quick thing for the characters to figure out if El could just search for him through the void, and she’s also too powerful for anyone to be a real threat unless it’s ludicrously overwhelming. </p><p>So, yes, they did need to get her powers out of the way somehow. Still, it needs a story-driven justification, and not some forced explanation like she overexerted herself or the monster sucked out her powers. If Will is indeed the unwitting source of the Upside Down, then he has a degree of control over it, even though he doesn’t realize it. They hinted so much that he’s jealous of El’s relationship with Mike that it doesn’t even seem like a hint anymore. He doesn’t hate El, but he doesn’t like that Mike thinks she’s so awesome. So, in his jealousy, his subconscious conjures up a solution. He never wanted her dead, but the monsters are like the worst sorts of genies. They take Will’s unconscious desires and carry them out without nuance. It’s like how in some sci-fi stories, robots who were built to protect man end up enslaving everyone because it’s the easiest way to keep people safe. </p><p>This isn’t what Will wants, but it’s how his subconscious creations are interpreting it all. I think a great deal of his story will be him learning how to take control over his power. This could also be how they are able to give El her powers back without it being ridiculous. I fear a “hey, my powers finally came back!” moment. It all needs to make sense. If she gets her powers back in a way that doesn’t fit with or explain how she lost them in the first place, then I think it would be bad storytelling. Instead, it would be better, in my opinion, if El regains her powers as a result of Will accepting her as part of his life. I think there’s a reason they didn’t really have any meaningful interaction in season 3. I think season 4 is where they will show them really get to know each other, giving them a chance to bond and become the powered pseudo-sibling duo that will save the day.</p>
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Question: <p>What, in your opinion, is the likelihood of Will having powers? Do you feel confident in it, or does it currently stand as just a theory? I really want to believe that season 4 will be more Will-centric, but after how dirty they did Will in season 3 I&rsquo;m kinda nervous about having these expectations.</p>
Answer: <p>I was rather down on season 3 myself until I sat down and really thought about it. It wasn’t really as dismissive of Will as many of us first thought. I feel like Lucas is the one who really got the worst of that season.</p><p>What people need to remember is that Will felt forgotten and neglected during season 3. His lack of prominence in scenes is a reflection of this. Will is fading into the background because that’s how he feels. The Snow Ball at the end of season 2 predicts this. Will doesn’t want to go dance with the girl, preferring to be with Mike. The script even mentions he’s watching Mike as they’re all dancing. This is where he starts to see himself being left behind by Mike, and season 3 continues it. I think his feelings regarding losing Mike to El are somehow connected to why the Mindflayer shifted its attention from Will to her.</p><p>In the end, I can’t think of many good explanations for what we’re seeing without Will having powers. I go with the theory that the Upside Down is a product of his imagination, and that his powers involve bringing things into reality. I don’t think he’s aware of this, of course, and I think he’ll be bothered more than anyone else when he finds out. Go look at his face when El is in agony from her leg wound. He’s distraught over what she’s going through. Imagine how he’d feel when he found out he’s technically responsible for it. It could have been as little as an errant wish for her to lose her powers so she wouldn’t be so special anymore. His powers could have manifested from that to create a means for it to happen. </p><p>If this is the case, then El regaining her powers could be part of Will’s path to accepting his own, as well as accepting her. They’ve never had any significant interaction, and I can’t help but feel that it’s because they’d need to get over any initial hard feelings first. I expect we’ll see something on this front in season 4. As much as it would be nice for them to have a cute sibling relationship, their respective feelings for Mike can’t really be ignored. However it goes down, they’ll make their peace with each other eventually. El and Will together would probably be key to putting an end to the Upside Down threat once and for all.</p>
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Question: <p>(Sorry if you&rsquo;ve already answered this but) What do you think Robin&rsquo;s inclusion means for the likelihood of canon Byler? Is it good news, since we now know they&rsquo;re comfortable with including queer characters, or is it possibly a cop out since we now already have a canon lgbtq+ character in the show? What are your thoughts?</p>
Answer: <p>I really wish Tumblr timestamped these Asks. I hope whoever sent this hasn’t been asking too long. </p><p>I’m not sure if we can really draw any deeper meaning from Robin. If we go by Maya Hawke’s own admission, then she’s the reason Robin was a lesbian in the first place. The apparent original plan was for her to be a genuine love interest for Steve. That said, I wouldn’t put it past this show to put that sort of false information out there. She also said it happened during filming, as she just felt it made more sense, and that she was able to convince the Duffers of it. That does seem a bit iffy, especially considering she was given a pair of sneakers that she was given the ok to decorate, in which she included a sketch of boobs. I don’t see how that happens if she doesn’t already know her character will be gay.</p><p>I don’t know where the Duffers stand on gay issues, but I would think they, or at least people on their team, would realize a token gay character isn’t a good idea. I know I don’t exactly speak for the community, but I would see such a thing as pandering. Combine that with how they almost certainly know Will is seen as gay by many fans, and, yes, it would be a clear cop out if Robin was gay as a sort of “consolation prize.” </p><p>I also feel like it would cheapen Robin’s story if she were some sort of token character. Her coming out scene was very touching, and Steve’s brief confusion, but easygoing acceptance, was heartwarming. To have all of that mean absolutely nothing to the plot in the long run would scream pandering to me. It should mean something, and what I think it means is that people in this small town may be used to things a certain way, but after experiencing things like Steve has, a girl liking other girls is really no big deal anymore. As the saying goes, “stranger things have happened,” and the show has that title for a reason.</p><p>I think Robin’s inclusion, instead, points to how people can grow through gained perspective. If the former alpha douche, Steve, can be so easily accepting of Robin, then there is hope for people like Will (and Mike!) as well. The biggest fear for gay people in the pre-internet world was being stuck in a world of hate and isolation. Not only was your world full of people who would probably hate, or even hurt, you if they found out, but it was close to impossible to find accepting people without great risk of exposure.</p><p>So, I don’t know that there’s a direct connection between Robin being gay and the prospects of Byler. At least, I don’t think they’re “testing the waters” or just getting us used to queer characters. I think it was more to show that our fears, biases, and hatreds are all relative and based on upbringing and experience. It’s really hard to hate or fear gay people when there’s monsters running around. It just stops seeming like a big deal. I think the Duffers are just pointing out how NOT strange gay people are.</p><p>Byler will happen on it’s own merits. Robin’s inclusion is setting the stage, but not because the idea of gay characters need to be tested first. I expect we’ll see other sorts of prejudice and rejection be shown to be ridiculous in the grand scheme of things, as well.</p>
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Question: <p>Not sure if this has been asked before, but what are your ideal endgame pairings? Obviously Byler, but what about Jancy and Jopper? Do you want them to end up together or not? If so, how do you want their relationships to be improved/built upon? Do you want them to introduce girlfriends for Robin and/or Steve? For El to stay single? What about Lumax and Duzie? Etc.</p>
Answer: <p>The thing about the established relationships we’ve seen so far is that they aren’t very good. Even Lucas and Max have a very rocky relationship and have broken up five times. Or is it six now? Did they actually break up during season 3? It’s typical of young relationships, and I think we shouldn’t get too attached to them as a couple. I think the best case realistic scenario is they break up but manage to stay good friends.</p><p>Jonathan and Nancy have some major individual issues that are getting in the way. Neither one fully appreciates what the other has going on. If their relationship is going to work, they both need to acknowledge and appreciate that the other has real problems they deal with. Nancy needs to respect that Jonathan has to go around without a financial safety net and has childhood father issues. Jonathan needs to respect that Nancy is trying to thrive in a male-dominated field and doesn’t come from an openly loving home.  </p><p>Hopper and Joyce both have issues as well that get in the way. Hopper’s marriage had fallen apart after his daughter’s death. Joyce had her own failed marriage and then a great relationship with Bob that ended tragically. I don’t think either one has been able to deal with those issues yet. They both need to be able to confront and work through these parts of their pasts, especially since it seems they both tried to bury them. We see Hopper’s fear of loss when he lashes out at El and Joyce. He’s more scared than he is angry. He’s tried so hard to not get attached again, but he did, and now he’s afraid of something happening. I think they can be good for each other, but they need to deal with their pasts first.</p><p>I want to see Robin and Steve happy, but I don’t see the need to create ladies for them to be with unless it fits the plot somehow. A good friendship can be as fulfilling as a romantic relationship.</p><p>Dustin and Suzie is unlikely to work long-term. They’re long distance and very young. Either one of those alone is usually enough to say a relationship will eventually end. What little we see of them is (sickeningly) cute, but they’ll both be better off with someone they can actually be with. Remember, Suzie’s Mormon parents are an obstacle, as well.</p><p>El is an interesting case. She deserves to be happy as much as anyone else. We see that her relationship with Mike is not what it seems. They’re both really just going through the motions in their own way. She deserves someone she genuinely loves and who genuinely loves her. The problem is, and I know I’ve brought this up before, relationships depend on open communication. How is El supposed to tell anyone about her life and have them believe her? The same would go for everyone else, but El also has the added details of having grown up as a lab experiment with superpowers. How many people would up and leave, thinking that she’s crazy? Even if they did believe her, they might decide it’s all just too much. Maybe they’ll introduce someone, and hopefully it won’t feel contrived, who can make her happy. I don’t think everyone needs someone to feel fulfilled, but I think the fans would go ballistic if El ended up alone.</p>
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Question: <p>Just wanted to say that I absolutely love your account. I only watched Stranger Things a couple of weeks ago and I&rsquo;m already so invested, and like you, I&rsquo;m very cautiously optimistic for a Byler endgame. A lot of Byler shippers seem dead set on Mike and Will ending up together, sometimes bringing up points I feel to be a reach, but you seem to be more realistic and consistently point out the what-ifs and if-nots that I&rsquo;m constantly thinking, since I&rsquo;m a pretty pessimistic/cynical person. Anyway, my point is that it&rsquo;s nice seeing someone with a similar mindset as myself, and you&rsquo;ve honestly got me more hopeful than ever after you logically pointed out your reasoning across several posts. Thank you for sharing your thoughts, I loved reading em :)</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you for this. It’s nice to know that my style of analysis is appreciated. </p><p>I do try to stay more realistic, but I think we need the more optimistic fans, as well. They look at evidence and consider arguments that I reject as too flimsy. I admit, that many of these arguments are quite compelling when I read what others have come up with. Anyone who looks at the series seriously is worth listening to and considering. Sometimes something that seems silly at first makes more sense the more you look into it.</p>
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Question: <p>El or Will dying by the end of Stranger Things seems to be a relatively popular theory right now, so what are your thoughts on the likelihood of it? Is there any way for the writers to go about it that would leave you satisfied?</p>
Answer: <p>I don’t like those theories at all. I don’t understand why people think one of them needs to die. I can only guess they are aggressive Mileven or Byler shippers who see the Will or El as an obstacle to their ideal ending. I find the prospects of one (or both) of them dying to be very slim, though the Duffers may try to trick us with it. Maybe one or both of them pull a sacrifice play, only to be revealed to be alive in the Upside Down or something. It’d be similar to how everyone thought El was dead after season 1, but she really just ended up in the Upside Down.</p><p>Is it really such a farfetched idea that both Will and El not only survive, but go on to lead happy lives? I honestly don’t think there’s a way they can pull off them dying without making me feel let down. They’ve both been through so much, and it’d be a total downer ending if they don’t ultimately get happiness. The closest thing to one of them dying that I think I’d be ok with is if El does actually ending up being part of Will’s mind, and, while not dying, reintegrates with him. I still don’t think something like that is necessary, though, and it’d be very polarizing. Even if El was “created” by Will, she’s still real now, and deserves to find fulfillment. </p>
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Question: <p>I read a theory where someone thought the November we see on a math chalkboard set photo might be 1985 for a Thanksgiving flashback and then we leap forward to March of &lsquo;86 to account for the other set photo featuring a March calendar. However November 17th (the due date on the board) was a Sunday in &lsquo;85, so it can&rsquo;t be that. Do you think it could be part of a flashback even further, like to Joyce and Hopper as teens, or do you have any other theories about the discrepancy?</p>
Answer: <div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="597" data-orig-width="787"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/df4a76396de0200fd76b4ec18ce516f9/a577cc550106b97c-82/s640x960/98cc8a8610af1923895bab2e2c0a9cda2b0b7ed5.jpg" data-orig-height="597" data-orig-width="787"/></figure></div><p>You’re right. Nov 17th, 1985 would be on a Sunday, so that chalkboard message definitely doesn’t apply to that year. Assuming it’s not an intentionally misleading photo, I see a couple different possibilities.</p><p>1) It’s a flashback to Joyce and Hopper’s days at high school. For example, Hopper would have been in 10th grade (also mentioned in the photo) in 1958. That year, November 17th was a Monday. Of course, this information about his age is largely taken from Darkness At the Edge of Town, so it’s canon status is not certain. The prevalence of clocks in the promotional material does have me thinking that flashbacks or memories (in lieu of actual time travel) could be utilized in this season.</p><p>2) It’s part of an epilogue or time skip during the season. I’m wary of such a large time skip during the season, but I suppose anything is possible. I doubt the bulk of the season takes place in November, though, as cast photos in Hawkins have shown them dressed for mild weather. They seem much more dressed for late March. November 17th, 1986 is a Monday, though, so it could be an epilogue where they’re in the early parts of 10th grade. Why they’d film it so early would be a mystery to me, though. </p><p>Of course we have to acknowledge that the chalkboard info could have been changed to confound fans if they got out. There’s eraser smudges where the date is, as well as where the names are. They theoretically could have shot the scenes, erased the identifying information, and replaced it all with fake information.</p>
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Question: <p>I'm not the anon with the 'god/antichrist' ask but assuming good intent, I recall Kaypeace remarking in an older post that Will was so powerful he may be seen/feared as a devil. Which might have prompted her later focus on the devil dog image and Lucas handing him a Satan's baby firecracker as possible symbols.</p>
Answer: <p>Kaypeace does go a lot deeper into the symbology than I do. She puts a lot of effort into it, and I respect her work and think she does a very good job backing up her ideas. I’m not personally comfortable enough making such deep reaches into things that are very much open to interpretation, though. I do think he’d be feared for his powers if others found out about them, and he may even fear them himself. It could be similar to Carrie, and how she’s made to believe she’s inherently evil and wrong.</p><p>Still, Will being considered an “antichrist” comes with a lot of negative connotation. We know Will is not a bad person, powers or not, even if people in-universe end up thinking he is. I suppose it could go along with the potential for an 80s-era Satanic Panic, which I guess could connect to any religious themes that might come along with the season taking place close to Easter. Maybe I overreacted to seeing him referred to in such a way, but antichrist is just such a loaded term.</p>
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Question: <p>The new season will take place in March and Will's birthday is also in March do you think it holds some significance for the the new season. Or it will important in the new season?</p>
Answer: <p>I believe I have mentioned before that I do think it’s significant. Fans seem more or less in agreement that Mike is going to spend a chunk, possibly the bulk, of the season with the Byers. I think the reason he goes is to visit for Will’s birthday. Whether he goes as part of a planned trip or runs off during Spring Break remains to be seen, but I do think it’s not just a coincidence that Will’s birthday falls at the beginning of Mike’s Spring Break.</p><p>Easter is during that Spring Break, as well, and the Duffers have featured a holiday in every season so far (Christmas, Halloween, Independence Day). So, it’s also possible we might see themes of sacrifice/rebirth. That seems to line up too perfectly with Hopper, so it might not be him.</p><p>There’s still plenty we don’t know, though, and a lot of that has to do with the fact that we know practically nothing about the Byers yet. Is Mike going to visit because he and Will are doing well or because their friendship is still strained? Will he still have trouble balancing having both El and Will in his life? How are El and Will getting along now that they’ve spent time together? How are they doing 5-6 months later in their new town? Why is Mike the only one who seems to go visit?</p><p>It’s still a lot we don’t know, but, yes, there is almost certainly significance to this season being in March. It’d be ridiculous for Will’s birthday to not be acknowledged, and it’d just be a rehash of season 3 if he were forgotten again.</p>
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Question: <p>What's your personal opinion on the 'Will is some sort of god/antichrist' theory?</p>
Answer: <p>I don’t know where the antichrist part came from. Is this a serious question, or are you just jabbing at the idea that Will could actually be an important character? I hope it’s the former, not the latter.</p><p>I wouldn’t go so far as to call him a god. I’m not sure anyone meant that literally, really. I do think that Will will be revealed to have powers, and that he is connected to more or less everything that has happened so far. I think when people call him a god they are using hyperbole to convey how powerful he is, rather than literally calling him a deity. </p><p>I don’t know just how powerful Will is, but, if I’m correct, then he unknowingly created the Upside Down. It’s like X-Men, where adolescents come into their powers during times of high stress or trauma. I think Will’s power is that he can imagine things into reality, though he is totally unaware that he can do it. The Upside Down and the monsters are literally his trauma come to life, and that’s why it’s all been drawn to him.</p><p>I think Will is going to be the key to success, and that victory over the Upside Down will be due to him being able to face and overcome his trauma. This will allow him to take control of his powers and the Upside Down.</p>
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Question: <p>I know this may have been mentioned but I really think it's important to remember that Will could be asexual *and* in love with Mike. While I personally think he's gay, it could go either way and Will could have romantic feelings for Mike. Honestly, it's written in a way that, at the very least, Will has feelings for Mike regardless of reciprocation.</p>
Answer: <p>Yes, I realize that someone can be asexual while still harboring romantic feelings for someone. However, such a thing would have been totally foreign to someone growing up in the 80s, especially in a place like Hawkins. Romantic orientation as a separate construct from sexual orientation is a relatively new idea. </p>
Tags: 

Post id: 636534036083392512
Date: 2020-12-04 01:42:41 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/636534036083392512
Slug: i-laughed-at-those-supposed-leaks-i-didnt-read
Reblog key: k9WpKqwD
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I laughed at those supposed leaks i didn't read them i scrolled down to read the repiles and it all sounds like bull this has to be some lame attempt from a mike and eleven shipper it's so obvious with them saying there's an implied sex scene between them and saying that will is ace which wouldn't be a bad thing but it seems they did that cause they don't want him to possibly be in love with mike</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, I had a similar thought. I don’t want to presume I know this person’s motives, but they do seem to be someone who thinks Will is unimportant. Mike and El having a sex scene, implied or not, is very uncomfortable for me to think about. That does make me think whoever wrote it is a youngish Mike and El shipper.</p><p>There’d be no problem with having an asexual character, but Will has not been built as such. If he just found romance gross in general, he would have been just as grossed out by Lucas and Dustin’s romantic relationships. It wouldn’t be right for them to tease him as asexual to make his ultimate coming out more dramatic, either. That’s not something to be used as a plot device.</p>
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Question: <p>Those &ldquo;spoilers&rdquo; were the most ridiculous thing I&rsquo;ve ever read. Charli Damelio? Really? Hahaha who wrote this? It&rsquo;s like a bad watt pad fanfic. </p>
Answer: <p>I’m not familiar with watt pad, but, yeah, I did get a bad fanfic vibe from it all. </p>
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Question: <p>Do you think when Dustin saw Will's body being pulled out of the quart he felt a guilty since his last word to Will before he went missing were "I'll kill you" even if it was a joke.</p>
Answer: <p>I honestly never considered that. It’s such a typical throwaway kid line that it’s easy to miss. I do think Dustin and Lucas’ feelings about Will’s disappearance often get lost in the conversation with all the focus being on Mike. Perhaps this is a side effect of season 1 originally being written under the assumption that it may be a one-off if it didn’t catch on. There’d only be so much time to dedicate to any given plot element. It’s a shame more attention isn’t given to Dustin and Lucas and their friendships with Will, even if Mike is meant to have something special with him. </p><p>Dustin is shown to be good hearted, even amongst his generally kind friends. He sacrificed any chances he may have had with Max, after all, once he saw how she and Lucas were connecting. He was also perfectly willing to let Troy cut his teeth out if it meant Mike wouldn’t have to jump from the quarry. He’s visibly upset when Will’s fake body is pulled from the quarry, and I think it may have been him who pleaded with Mike to “don’t do this” when Mike blew up at El and left. You can hear him and Lucas crying in the background even though the scene is focused on Mike.</p><p>So, while there isn’t any particular evidence to say that Dustin felt guilty over his last words with Will, it’s not a far stretch at all that he’d be ruminating over their last conversation. That’s something many people do when a close friend or other loved one is suddenly taken away. We often wish the last things we said were different, even if they weren’t negative. Dustin could be wishing he had a chance to let Will know how much he appreciated their friendship before Will (as far as he knew anyway) died. I’m sure he knew that Will was aware his words were in jest, but that doesn’t mean he didn’t wish he had a chance to say something better. It’s a case of “if I only knew then what I know now.” I like to think Will had a chance to have individual moments with all his friends after he got back, but we just didn’t get to see them.</p>
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Question: <p>You've said that bojack horseman is a show you enjoy. I love this show too because of all the details and interpretations of stuff it deals with. Are there any details you've noticed that most people haven't? Or any takeaways from certain aspects that might be unpopular?</p>
Answer: <p>This is another Ask that’s been waiting for who knows how long. I hope whoever submitted this sees my response. I’m sorry for the delay.</p><p>I’m afraid I didn’t get as into Bojack Horseman as I did Stranger Things. It’s a very good show, and much deeper than most people probably think at first glance. I honestly had trouble watching at times due to my own struggles with depression and inadequacy. </p><p>The show does do a very good job of portraying the realities of anxiety and depression. The comedic aspects of the show make it a bit easier to swallow, otherwise it would probably be far too upsetting for anyone to enjoy. </p><p>I also liked how the show initially sets up how Bojack is the one with the problem, only to slowly reveal things the characters around him struggle with. It mirrors how Bojack starts off very self-absorbed, but eventually, particularly towards the end, starts to genuinely make an effort to be a good friend. Bojack wouldn’t pay any mind to the issues his friends have at the beginning of the show, but he does start to take notice, which allows us to see them all more clearly, too.</p><p>I should give that show a second go-around to see if there’s anything I missed the first time. </p>
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Question: <p>Dunno if you answer asks but the popular byeler theorists often don't answer my asks or take ages and I'm real concerned and it's urgent and you were online and have twitter and so I'm asking you! I'll send the ask to someone else in an hour or so it's up to you: anyways do you think that the spoilers Stranger Universe has posted are real? If so no byeler &#128557;</p>
Answer: <p>Hey there, </p><p>Thank you for the Ask. I’m always happy to answer them, but as you kind of mentioned yourself - my own blog isn’t as huge as <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> , <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/M4oOxVK3nj0vSdYFBpmTlOA">@hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>, <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MiejfdJZqKqQKMufs8K3CGA">@willthecleric</a> , and <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MRvvmp-_RCb0sq4asw2qXwg">@strangertheory</a> - and some other people - so I’d recommend asking them instead. I’m certain they’ll take any appropriate question seriously. My blog is relatively new, and most of it is rather random. But I’ll do my best.</p><p>To be honest - I kind of avoided Twitter for the last couple of days. This current, rather immature and hateful behaviour of some users makes me feel physically and emotionally ill. I also have some personal issues at the moment and&hellip; Twitter is anything but a place to heal&hellip;</p><p>Still, I have to admit - the word <b>“spoilers</b>“ always triggers some sort of “untamable curiosity” - so I went to the Stranger Universe account after all. </p><p>Now, do I think these so-called spoilers are legit? - <b>Not really!</b></p><p>I mean, maybe some of them are and - as always - I could be wrong, but they kind of seem made up to me. </p><p>Perhaps the episode titles are real, but most of the stuff is&hellip; I don’t know&hellip; weird and&hellip; perhaps a bit one-sided. </p><p>One particular bit that seems extra weird is that they’ve pretty much said season 4&rsquo;s going to be the <i>“Will season” - </i>but<i> </i>these spoilers don’t give me these vibes at all. I mean, they mention his birthday, but that’s pretty much it. Plus, him being ace? I personally don’t think that’s accurate. Even if he is - that doesn’t automatically mean he couldn’t be in love with Mike. Unfortunately, many people seem to confuse it with aromantic, but I won’t get too much into that now.</p><p>Mike and Eleven´s s*x (In case the Tumblr algorithm doesn’t like the word)  scene?  As far as I’m aware, both actors are minors, so probably not. </p><p>But again, I’m no expert. It’s my personal conclusion. I think there are too many hints, and there’s too much evidence for Byler. I don’t think it’s&hellip; a case of apophenia - as Mr Clarke would say. (:</p><p>I hope you’re okay. x</p><p>In case someone is interested:</p><p><a href="https://strangerthings.fandom.com/f/p/4400000000001950783">https://strangerthings.fandom.com/f/p/4400000000001950783</a></p>
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Question: <p>If Mike really suffers from his &lsquo;Sexuality Crisis...&rsquo; How would he reflect that to his actions throughout the season, what do you think about that? If we include the cigarette picture (which people say it&rsquo;s just glasses, or a reflection) i&rsquo;m expecting to see some.. no, very rebel Mike. </p><p>Oh by the way, i&rsquo;m sorry if you already answered that type of question lol. My memory is not that good... </p>
Answer: <p>Sorry it’s taken me a while to get to this. It’s a good question, but I’ve been busy with work. I may have answered a question like this already, but, honestly, who remembers? I have the index post pinned to my blog, but it’s still a ton of posts.</p><p>As for that photo of Mike, I honestly think it’s just an odd reflection off the chain link fence. We see a similar effect near his other hand, as well. I don’t know that he’s actually holding anything. Now, onto your question of how Mike would react to a sexuality crisis. We have to assume, given Mike’s position as a young teenager in a conservative small town in the 1980s, that being gay or bi would be an unwelcome revelation. </p><p>We don’t know Mike’s personal opinions on homosexuality, but we can tell from his reactions to Troy that it evokes a powerful reaction from him. He also throws it at Will in season 3 in the heat of the moment, and we now know from the script that it hurts Will more than anything else Mike said, so it was almost certainly meant to be interpreted as a gay accusation. This doesn’t necessarily mean that Mike finds being gay to be an insult, but, nonetheless, he wouldn’t mention that to Will like that if he had no issues with it.</p><p>If one interprets, as I do, that Mike is unaware of Will’s homosexuality, then his comment comes across as less an attack on Will, and more an affirmation of his own heterosexuality. This behavior is common among those in the closet, even before they are consciously aware of it. It can be seen as a form of reaction formation. In psychology, this is a defense mechanism where an undesired impulse or desire is manifested consciously in a contrasting manner. This protects the psyche by basically going “see how NOT TRUE that is?!” One can argue that Mike isn’t accusing Will of being gay as much as he is making it clear that, unlike Will, he does like girls. There’s possibly some projection going on, as well, depending on how one conceptualizes Mike’s inner processes.</p><p>Rebel behavior is an already established negative coping skill that Mike utilizes. He was getting in trouble at school in the early parts of season 2. It’s completely within the realm of possibility that he continues with this sort of behavior in season 4. Defense mechanisms or not, eventually undesired impulses and desires will try to work their way to the surface. A fear of being discovered as gay can lead someone like Mike to act out in an attempt to create a different sort of persona. If he’s a “bad boy” nobody will pay close enough attention to anything else he does that could lead to them finding out. He could also use the odd romantic attention that bad boys often get to appear more straight without having to put any real effort into it. Nobody will question the aloof bad boy not showing public displays of affection.</p><p>This is all my conceptualization of Mike, of course. While I do believe I have sufficient evidence to support it, there are no doubt other interpretations that people have come up with. In fact, Mike being in the Hellfire Club, ostensibly a nerd club, would make it hard for him to be seen as a bad boy rebel. Of course, if there is a satanic panic situation going on in season 4, like I think there may be, then the Hellfire Club could have a certain taboo attached to it. Mike could potentially use that to enjoy his nerdy hobbies while also getting a rebellious reputation.</p><p>It’s a shame that we’re going to have to wait even longer for season 4 to find out how this all goes. People need to wise up and be careful with Covid, or else we will just keep losing things we enjoy. I don’t blame New Mexico for having to take a precautionary shutdown. I’d rather people be safe before all. Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs is well-established, and I suggest people check it out.</p>
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Question: <p>What plot do YOU want for Will? Not what MIGHT happen but what YOU want for Will.</p>
Answer: <p>I want him to be happy. I want him to finally have life go his way. I’m no writer, so what I imagine what I say here isn’t necessarily a good story. Hopefully at least some of it ends up being right.</p><p>He’s been suffering since season 1. If theories about Lonnie are true, then he’s basically been suffering his entire life. He deserves his happy ending. I don’t know that I’m the right one to say what that should look like. I’m not a writer. What I can say, though, is that Will shouldn’t simply survive the finale, he should come away strong and confident, proud to be gay, and happily in love. </p><p>I want Will to stop needing people to protect or rescue him. I want him to be the one saving the others. If the theories about Will having created the Upside Down are true, then I want him to bravely reclaim his fate and save the world. I think everything he goes through in Season 4 should be building him up, showing he has powers, and making him and El a superhero duo.</p><p>I think it’d be an interesting story if Hawkins somehow completely falls during the Byers absence. Everything and everyone is consumed by the Upside Down. Will and El would then return to save the day. I can see Will having a moment where he seizes some control of the Upside Down from the Mindflayer in order to rein it back in. Imagine something like Doctor Octopus in Spiderman 2 (”Listen to me now!”) only without Will having to sacrifice himself.</p><p>I want Will to stand up to his father. It looks like Lonnie will be involved in some fashion given that his actor was at the big table read in March. If it’s not simply flashbacks, then I’d expect that Lonnie will be again making Will’s life hell. </p><p>Then there’s the issue of Mike. They need to at least acknowledge Will’s feelings before the end of Season 4. Save a resolution for Season 5 if they really feel a need to, but at least make it clear that he has feelings for Mike (and that Mike has feelings for Will).</p><p>Yeah, so it’s probably a pretty lame story. I don’t really know anything about writing a good TV show, or a bad one for that matter. These are some of the story elements I’d want to see for Will, though. If they can at least get some of it then I’d probably be happy.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think Will is going to  be the main focus in s4?</p>
Answer: <p>I’m not sure there will be any one main focus in season 4. There’s just too many separate story elements going on for that. It’s possible that they all come around to Will in one way or another, but such a reveal would come late in the season (or even the series as a whole). Either way, I do think Will’s story is far from over, and he will be a key factor. </p><p>I’m not going to speculate as to what exactly will happen with Will. There are almost certainly hints to be had from the movie board, but that’s not my area of expertise. I think they largely want Will’s prominence to be a surprise. Many fans feel like Will is not an important character, some see him as nothing more than a plot device. Indeed, season 3 even seemed to go over the top in having Will seem like a tag-along. If they really wanted him to be unimportant they wouldn’t have been so conspicuous about it. </p><p>I ultimately think we’ll find out that Will was targeted by the demogorgon rather than him just being in the wrong place at the wrong time. We’ll find out how and why he was able to survive in the Upside Down for so long. We’ll find out why the Mindflayer wanted to use Will rather than kill him. I’m honestly not sure Will himself was ever in any physical danger. The demogorgon had him dead to rights in the shed, after all. We’re going to find out why Will is so special, and I think he will be the key to ending the Upside Down threat once and for all. And, no, it will not involve him having to sacrifice himself, though they may make it seem like it.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi! Love your blog. Like you, I&rsquo;m cautiously optimistic that Byler could pan out, bc otherwise why have the Duffers bothered to craft all the noticeable subtext &amp; backstory? I&rsquo;m queer, and invested in stories about queer youth, especially love stories - it would have meant so much to me to have them as a kid. So I&rsquo;m optimistic but unsure. My question is: what are some of (or 1 of) the best arguments you&rsquo;ve seen on the Mileven side of things, and what would be your counter points? Thanks! :)</p>
Answer: <p>Thanks for reading! Sorry it’s taken me so long to respond to this.</p><p>Yes, the Duffers seemed to go out of their way to set up Mike and Will’s relationship. It would be very jarring for it to not come to fruition at this point. My biggest fears now aren’t that it won’t be addressed, but that something will get in the way. Bury Your Gays is still a thing, apparently, as shown most recently with Supernatural. I don’t watch that show, but the fury that spawned from the last episode is evident. This is a great opportunity for the Duffers. A happy resolution for Mike and Will could be a very uplifting moment in popular media, and it could help show that gay characters are more than just drama fodder.</p><p>Honestly, when it comes to Mileven arguments, I don’t really see many good points being made. Most of the points I’ve seen brought up have been related to the facts that Mike and El have kissed and been in a canon relationship. This is true, of course, but the relationship has never been portrayed in a positive way. In Season 1, you could argue that it was a puppy love-type crush, which could always develop into more, but still wasn’t “real love.” Season 2 started showing it as unhealthy, with El spying on Mike, and Mike obsessing over El. Still, both of them more or less forgot each other once the plot kicked in. Mike became focused on Will, and El became focused on her side quest. </p><p>Another big argument is that Mike said that he loves her during his outburst in season 3. I have trouble with this, too, because that interpretation doesn’t really fit in with anything else we see from him after she dumps him. He doesn’t try to apologize to her, choosing instead to deny any responsibility. Max assures El that Mike will come crawling back to apologize, but no, it doesn’t happen. Instead, we see him fight with Will, feel terrible about it, and run to him to apologize. I’ve argued before that Mike uses El as a safe outlet for his feelings for Will. It’s likely subconscious on Mike’s part, as his mind is protecting him from the unwanted desires by sublimating them onto someone more acceptable. The things Mike says to El apply to Will as well. “I love her and I can’t lose her again!” Change “her” to “him,” and you have a statement that easily applies to Will, who Mike has lost or nearly lost multiple times. </p><p>The “they say it makes you crazy” speech in the store is cited, as well. This is a clear parallel to “crazy together” only without El getting it. Mike probably doesn’t even realize he’s using similar terminology to what he said to Will. This scene shows us that Mike has love to give, but El isn’t the one it’s meant for. See the scene at the end of the season where Mike is confused and awkward in response to El’s declaration of love for further evidence.</p><p>Now, this was all from Mike’s side. El isn’t even really in love with Mike. She bonds with him due to trauma. I’d say the Snowball was the only real genuine scene they had. At that point the danger was gone (as far as they knew), but even that scene shows, on Will’s part, that Mike and Will have something brewing. Aside from that, we see season 1 where they bond while both are under a lot of stress. Season 2 has them not reuniting until the point of highest tension where Mike is most terrified of losing Will. Then in Season 3, things looks ok at first, and they have a relationship without danger, but it’s not healthy. All they really do is make out, seemingly because it’s what El wants. When Mike breaks off to dorkily sing to the music, she stops him. They are also never shown doing so much as talking. The most we see is them lounging on the bed reading, but that was seemingly just because they knew Hopper was about to come in. It’s not until they break up that they have any real conversations, and even those are awkward. They don’t know how to talk to each other. Finally, we see El want to get back together with Mike, but only after she lost Hopper. She’s back to needing Mike for comfort and a sense of control.</p><p>I honestly believe that a lot of fans like Mileven for one of two reasons. First, they’re young girls with crushes on Finn Wolfhard, and they want to fantasize themselves in El’s place. Second, El is a young, powerful female character, and they want her in as much of a prominent role as possible. In the end, we all get emotionally invested in these characters, and that’s why we support ships as much as we do. On my own part, I really need to see more positive depictions of gay relationships, especially among younger gay characters. I can only imagine how much better my own experience would have been if I had such a depiction of gay teens in a hit show as a teenager. It’s a similar thing on the part of Mileven fans, but I have little sympathy here because they have representation is almost every other show imaginable. They’ll be fine if (when) Mike and Will end up happy together. Our opportunities are far less common.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi! I actually went to high school in Indiana! :) For me my required social studies classes were US History, World History, Econ, and then as a senior it was always an elective class, i mean you still had to take one but you got to choose. At my school most kids went with sociology or psychology. Either way 4 credits of social studies was definitely the requirement for graduation.</p>
Answer: <p>Ah, thank you for helping to clear that up. To think, all this because we’re trying to figure out what grades Robin, Nancy, and Jonathan are in. To bring people up to speed, I had argued that since Robin mentioned that she and Steve had hte same sophomore history class then they must have been in the same year. Some fans postulated that Steve may have failed it and had to repeat. The lengths we fans will go to&hellip;</p><p>Of course, we don’t know that the Duffers bothered researching that. I don’t know when you were in high school, but it’s always possible things were different in the 80s. The Duffers also could have based it on their own high school, which I think was in North Carolina. Even detail-oriented people can miss things here and there, especially when a team is involved.</p><p>I suppose it ultimately doesn’t matter. We’ll get our answers soon enough. Well, maybe not soon enough. I think that opportunity was lost when the season got delayed. We’ll find it out eventually.</p>
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Question: <p>&#128079;</p>
Answer: <p>👏Pronouns? </p><p>He/him. I realize this is a sign of a more gender identity-aware society, so thank you for asking. It still amazes me sometimes though because I remember a time when nobody would even think to ask. Hopefully it will just be the norm someday.</p>
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Question: <p>&#128009;&#128563;&#10024;&#128064;&#127808;&#127875;&#128126;? ^_^</p>
Answer: <p>My, my, someone sure wants to make sure I answer these questions. Good thing I’m in a sharing mood.</p><p>🐉Zodiac Sign? </p><p>Aries</p><p>😳Any way to make you blush? </p><p>I imagine any compliment said to my face would do the trick. I’m terrible with compliments.</p><p>✨Favourite aesthetic? </p><p>Again, I’m not entirely sure what this means exactly, but I’ll double down on casual gamer.</p><p>👀Celebrity crush? </p><p>As a kid, the biggest one I remember is Jonathan Brandis, but Dolly Parton was also in there. I’m not sure I have crushes at my age, but I do like Ryan Reynolds. He looks great, and he seems like he’d be cool to get to know.</p><p>🍀Whats your favourite season? </p><p>Probably Spring. The days start to get longer, the weather is more tolerable, and it means the school year is almost over. Fall is a close second, but loses out because the days are getting shorter.</p><p>🎃Favourite holiday? </p><p>Christmas. I don’t care about the presents so much anymore, but there just always seems to be something magical about that time of year. I also love Christmas specials, particularly different versions of A Christmas Carol.</p><p>👾Do you believe in aliens? </p><p>I believe they are likely to exist, but I don’t think they’ve been here. Any sufficiently advanced species would probably see us in a similar way to how we see animals. They’d observe us from a distance, if at all. If they somehow ended up on our planet, then I’d have to think it was by accident.</p>
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Question: <p>&#127752; &#10024;</p>
Answer: <p>🌈Orientation(s)? </p><p>Bisexual with a slight preference for men</p><p>✨Favourite aesthetic? </p><p>I’ve always found this concept a bit confusing, what does this mean exactly? I’m a real t-shirt and jeans kind of guy. Funko Pops, gamer decor. I don’t know if that answers it or not. Please, someone feel free to explain it to me.</p>
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Question: <p>Two things I've been curious for an outside opinion on-- 1. do you think Robin's gonna come out to anyone in s4? obviously there's more to her than being a lesbian, but since it's pretty much confirmed that she's working with Nancy to investigate Pennhursts (the mental institution), I wouldn't be surprised if it came up. 2. Do you think El's gonna make it through the rest of the show without dying? I've had a bad feeling since the season one finale, personally. love your blog btw!</p>
Answer: <p>Sorry it’s taken me so long to answer. The school year makes it hard for me to find the time to put any real effort into these, and I refuse to do a half-assed job of it. Thank you for reading my thoughts. It really means a lot to me that people take the time to read my boring walls of text.</p><p>First, yeah, I would expect Robin to come out to more characters. It’d be weird if she didn’t, and it would make for some very awkward moments. It’s true that this would fit the setting of a conservative 80s town, but a secret like that can only be kept for so long when you’re close to people. If she really does spend a lot of time with Nancy, I expect it to come out one way or another. Nancy may think they’re dating, leading to her giving Robin “advice” on how to handle a relationship with Steve. There’s only so much bobbing and weaving someone can do while closeted before suspicions start to grow. This could be a good opportunity for the show to address personal agency in the coming out process, and how easily that can be taken away from someone. </p><p>One possible explanation that some may overlook is Steve. As much as we love our magnificently maned man, he’s not the brightest guy in the world. I can see him accidentally letting something slip that outs her. Someone might suggest that he, or some other guy, is perfect for Robin, leading to him making an off-hand comment that she’s not into guys. He’d say it without any malice or judgment, but then the secret would be out nonetheless. Him accidentally outing Robin could be a source of conflict that fractures and weakens the bonds of the party, setting up opportunity for the villains of the season to make a move.</p><p>There’s also always the possibility that Mike finds out. He’d need a good gay role model if he’s to come to terms with his feelings for Will. I’m not sure how he’d find out, but it could possibly be one of the above. The most direct way for this to happen is for Mike to be told Robin’s gay as a result of him revealing his feelings, but that’s not very realistic. Mike wouldn’t really have anyone he’d feel comfortable talking to about that unless he REALLY learns to trust someone. If Nancy did learn about Robin, and she was accepting of it, then it could be a plot device to allow her to give her brother the unconditional love that he’ll need. They’ve teased their brother/sister relationship since season 1, but they’ve yet to move past their antagonistic dynamic. Perhaps something like this would let them finally bond.</p><p>As for your second question, I don’t think El will die. At least, she won’t die in the traditional sense. I suppose that really comes down to whether one believes the DID theory, and that El is an alter of Will. In that case, she may reintegrate, which isn’t dying. I’m not 100% on that theory, but, I have to admit, it is very compelling, so I wouldn’t be surprised if it turned out true.</p><p>The first season ended the way it did because the original plan didn’t account for a guaranteed multi-season run. They had a rough idea for a second season taking place ten or so years later. When the show became a smash hit, they decided to adjust their plans for multiple seasons. El was also a breakout character, so they worked her back into the story. They’ve since worked to build her a backstory, while also having her suffer tragedy. Giving her a sad ending would just be cruel and unnecessary. The same goes for Will. They’ve been paralleled with each other since the beginning, particularly through their suffering. They deserve happiness.</p>
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Question: <p>I was thinking why did no one in Will's funeral gave their condolences to Joyce? They gave them to Lonnie but ignored Joyce. And even in the wake no one was near Joyce.  Even Karen I know she went when Will went missing to support her, but why not after her child is gone.</p>
Answer: <p>Good question, and I’m sorry it took me so long to respond. Even working from home, the school year is a hectic time for me. </p><p>There are two primary reasons I would suspect people paid more attention to Lonnie than Joyce during the funeral and wake.</p><p>First, Joyce had been drawing a lot of attention to herself before the funeral. She had good reason to believe Will was actually alive, but, due to the supernatural elements involved, nobody believed her. As far as the rest of the town knew, Will’s body was pulled from the quarry, and he was declared dead. I imagine that the majority of the town was honestly trying to avoid having any conversations with her at that point. We all knew she was right, but her neighbors basically considered her mad with grief. That’s saying nothing about what her reputation may have been to begin with. That brings me to the next point.</p><p>Hawkins is a small town in Indiana. This puts it very high on the “probability of conservative values” scale. The predominance of Reagan signs would seem to support this. We know little as to the nature of Joyce and Lonnie’s split. We don’t know if they’re divorced, separated, etc. All we do know is that they no longer live together, and, actually, Lonnie left town entirely at some point. However, it would seem a lot of people still consider it “Lonnie’s family.” This is supported by people referring to Will as “Lonnie’s boy” during the investigation into his disappearance. We could also be seeing people approaching Lonnie to offer condolences because he is still considered the head of the family. There’s also often a greater stigma on women than men when families fall apart. One has to wonder if that’s going to come into play at some point. </p><p>Has Hawkins been gossiping about Joyce and her boys since they left town? Will Lonnie show up to try and claim “his family”? When the Byers return, what sort of welcome can they expect? The answers to all these questions can possibly be linked to behavior we saw way back in season 1.</p>
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Question: <p>you relate to mr clark</p>
Answer: <p>yeah, I guess I do. I mean, I’d never be a science teacher, but there’s a lot of myself that I can see in him, as well as a lot I wish to be.</p><p>He’s a dedicated school employee who genuinely enjoys discussing topics he’s knowledgeable about. He cares deeply for his students. He take pride in developing his hobbies. He likes Weird Al Yankovic. </p><p>This guy really speaks to me.</p>
Tags: assumptions game, scott clarke, stranger things

Post id: 631902550427303936
Date: 2020-10-13 22:47:12 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/631902550427303936
Slug: you-are-actually-erica-sinclair-in-disguise-and
Reblog key: QxEEh2lz
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>You are actually Erica Sinclair in disguise and you go on Tumblr taking the identity's of the real Hawkin's School Counselor as a massive prank.</p>
Answer: <p>Ha! I’m sure that’s something she would do just to spite Lucas. </p>
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Question: <p>Hey friend, this is just an example of one person that posted about the cheerleader/mike thing. Mike is in front of the guy in shorts and is talking to the cheerleader. It could be just Finn and the actress conversing, but people are theorizing they have a scene together. </p><p>https://twitter.com/h01lmesbury/status/1327396851075715073?s=21 </p>
Answer: <p>Thanks for the link. They could share a scene together, and it could fit into his story as I mentioned in his last post. The photo here does look like they’re just milling around between takes (they’re masked up), but that they’re on set together means they have a scene together. How they interact is still anyone’s guess, though. Dustin is there, as well, so it’s not likely a private scene with just the two of them.</p>
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Question: <p>you prefer stories that end happily </p>
Answer: <p>Correct.</p><p>I appreciate that sometimes stories can’t end happily because that’s just not how life works, but I also think that stories need to convey hope. Lately, it seems like shows that end on tragic, or even just bittersweet, notes have become popular. I suppose it reflects the overall outlook of the audience. </p><p>I hated how gay characters would always be given sad and tragic endings once upon a time. Things have gotten a bit better since then, but they still don’t get comparable treatment to straight characters. It sent such a pessimistic message to gay viewers. How can we expect people to think happiness is achievable if we make it seem like it isn’t in popular media?</p>
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Question: <p>I assume that you have an appreciation for nihilistic humor but that you yourself try to be an optimist about most things.</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, it’s an interesting dichotomy, but I can’t really argue that you’re wrong. As a counselor, I need to believe that good outcomes are possible and attainable. I generally do try to look at the bright side when it comes to my students and my friends.</p><p>With myself, though, yeah, I can be rather nihilistic, and I like a lot of shows that feature this sort of humor (Rick &amp; Morty, Bojack Horseman,etc). Part of me does think that life is mainly an exercise in futility, but I also believe that any meaning it does hold derives from what we do with it. I suppose, in a way, I enjoy nihilistic humor because it packages this harsh reminder that life has no inherent meaning in a palatable manner. I think it’s important to keep in mind that life is inherently meaningless so that we are continuously looking to <b>create </b>meaning in it for ourselves and each other. </p>
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Question: <p>You're a dog person? (assumption game) :)</p>
Answer: <p>Yes. Very yes. If I ever have a dog, I’d name him Rowdy Roddy Pupper. Bonus points for anyone who gets the reference.</p><p>My apartment complex sadly doesn’t allow dogs, though.</p>
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Question: <p>You&rsquo;re very rational and try to see both sides to any argument -before forming an opinion. And always try to choose your words carefully. </p>
Answer: <p>I certainly do try. The internet does make it a lot easier since I can look over what I’m saying before pressing send/post. Sometimes I need to tell myself to wait before responding to something in order to let any emotions settle.</p><p>I can be passionate about things, though. It has gotten me into trouble in the past. My willingness to see both sides and to choose my words carefully is really an adaptive response. When something lights that fire in me, I can lose that measured response if I’m not careful. There have been times when I’ve needed someone to help talk me down before I said or did something that I’d regret after I cooled off.</p><p>Passion is great, but unrestrained passion can be dangerous. </p>
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Question: <p>Do you look at the ST audition videos for the new characters? If so, what did you think of Argyle? Some people were speculating that he was talking to Mike, but I think it makes more sense that he was talking to Jonathan.</p>
Answer: <p>I haven’t really come across the audition videos, nor have I looked for them. There’s just no real way to know how real any of them are, or, if they are real, how accurate they are to the actual script. These videos would presumably belong to the casting company, and they wouldn’t risk losing a client by letting the videos get out. If it’s late-stage casting then the casting director and the producers would have access, but I can’t see the Stranger Things crew letting them get out either, unless, of course, they were trying to tease us to keep us interested during the long wait.</p><p>I did see the video for “Chrissy” after someone sent me a link. Hopper had slept with a girl named Chrissy Carpenter in high school, so she may be part of a flashback (assuming it’s real). </p><p>If you want to point me to these videos I’ll take a look. I’m still always skeptical of anything that seems too convenient, though.</p>
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Question: <p>In regards to the school year for Robin: I see two possibilities, both with her being in Nancy and Jonathan&rsquo;s year. I&rsquo;m not sure how American high school credits worked in the 80s, but in Canada history was only required once and after grade 9 it was considered optional to take more years of. More likely, Steve failed history and had to retake it, putting them in the same class despite Steve being older/a year ahead of Robin. For whatever reason I always felt she was a year behind him in school.</p>
Answer: <p>We’ll find out eventually, but I still find it odd that Robin specifically referred to the class as a sophomore class. Steve has been shown to be a poor student, but if he was that bad I wouldn’t think he’d have graduated on time. They just may not have put that much thought into this.</p><p>Education requirements vary state by state, but social studies is usually worked into the curriculum every year. That said, it doesn’t necessarily have to be a history class. A quick Google search tells me that the current Indiana requirements include 4 credits of social studies (2 US history, 1 US government, 1 other). How do you think America has been able to maintain such blind patriotism for so long?</p>
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Question: <p>Where did the stuff about mike becoming a stoner/drug dealer come from? Smoking weed isn't too far fetched because a lot of high schoolers try it out but some people are speculating him and max being drug dealers and somehow Dustin is involved &#128514; i don't take that seriously since it was something on Instagram and the majority of the fans there are probably kids so </p>
Answer: <p>Wait, what? Where did ANY of this come from? </p><p>I can see Mike getting into risk-taking behavior like drugs. He very likely has some degree of depression after everything that has happened. Depression in adolescence can often result in use of drugs and/or alcohol (along with other self-destructive behaviors). We’ve already been informed that trauma has resulted in negative behavior for him in the past. That said, there’s no reason to think he’d become a drug dealer. </p><p>I can’t see Mike falling too far, but it is believable that he’d experiment with drugs in order to cope with everything. I could even buy Max getting into it with everything she has to deal with. Dustin, though? He’d be more likely to lecture everyone on the negative effects drugs have on the human body.</p><p>I swear, sometimes it just seems like fans project themselves onto the characters. If any of the Party does get into drugs, I just hope it makes sense and that the writers treat the issue with the seriousness it deserves. I find it hard to sympathize with a drug dealer, so that just seems ridiculous. </p>
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Question: <p>Love your post about Jonathan "parentified"! Do you think this applies for the rest? What about Nancy? She is despicted on s1 as the aloof big sis, but she is clearly more into protecting Mike that he is in her (Holly doesn'tcount). What about Lucas, he ever has been "the big brother" or enjoyed time with Erica? What about Billy? He was awful, but the parents assigned him as Max's chofer and leave him in charge for a full week, do you think Max knows he's being abused or her actions affects him?</p>
Answer: <p>I think Stranger Things has gone to lengths to show a continuum of family/sibling relationships. I wouldn’t say any of the other older siblings show parentification. I think Nancy and Steve simply show the typical older sibling responsibility, and they each react to it in accordance with their respective personality. </p><p>Nancy talks a big game about wanting to have a better relationship, but she doesn’t really do a lot to make it happen. This goes along with her general tendency to want to accomplish something (reveal the truth about Barb, avoid her mother’s mistakes, be a good reporter) while making mistakes that ruin her chances. She does want a good relationship with Mike, but generally does things to push him away. Mike does care about her, as seen when he adamantly refuses to “prostitute” her to Keith, but we’ve seen that Mike is often uncomfortable with his emotions. They both suffer from being part of a supposedly model family, but one that struggles to show affection.</p><p>Billy’s entire worldview had been warped by his dad. This isn’t an attempt to excuse his behavior, but context is important when considering someone’s behavior. I do think that Billy felt a real desire to take care of Max, but the only way he knew to do it was in an abusive manner, similar to how his father had treated him and his mother. To him, fear is what kept you safe. Keeping Max in line with fear was a twisted attempt to keep her safe. None of this excuses what Billy did, but it’s still important to keep in mind. Few people are genuinely what many would consider “evil” in that they get pleasure from harming others. It’s a twisted cycle where the victim becomes an abuser. Max is aware of this, and she actively wants to avoid continuing the cycle. It’s tragic, but Billy dying while showing a glimpse of his long-buried good side could end up being what allows Max to see it’s not inevitable that she’ll become like him. She can be herself and not live in fear of some sort of retribution. She may have to deal with Neil next season though, so her days of fear may not be over just yet. She may not have known of Billy’s own history of abuse, but she does now, and it may slightly change how she remembers him.</p><p>Lucas and Erica are a bit harder to work with. Lucas isn’t really old enough to be in a position of responsibility towards Erica, and she is the stereotypical precocious TV little sister. Their dynamic is mostly defined by their harmless, but constant. bickering. We also don’t get to see a lot of their greater family dynamic beyond a couple scenes in season 2. They do seem to have a similar age difference to the other sibling pairs, though. The Duffers may want us to compare them to the others. They’re both intelligent and proud. I think they care about each other, and they’ll show it in Season 4, but they’ll refuse to admit it. </p><p>Sibling relationships, and family relationships in general, seem to be very central to the Stranger Things story. One could even include Dustin &amp; Steve in this as siblings who chose each other instead of being born into it.</p>
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Question: <p>I know that all the kids in the party are now entering their first year of high school but I can&rsquo;t remember what year Nancy, Jonathan, and Robin are in. Do you happen to know? </p>
Answer: <p>I think Steve was a year ahead of Nancy. He graduated, so she must be a senior now, assuming Season 4 takes place immediately after Season 3. Jonathan would be the same, as he and Nancy seemed to be in at least one class together. Robin is a tricky case, though. She mentions having taken history with Steve in sophomore year, which suggests they were in the same graduating class. This is one thing that seriously had me questioning the “leak” since it indicated that Robin and Nancy ate lunch with Dustin at school. Robin really shouldn’t still be in high school if she had a core class (not an elective that can be taken any year) with Steve in 10th grade. Sure, this could simply be an oversight, but the Duffers generally have a fine eye for detail.</p>
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Question: <p>I know that all the kids in the party are now entering their first year of high school but I can&rsquo;t remember what year Nancy, Jonathan, and Robin are in. Do you happen to know? </p>
Answer: <p>I think Steve was a year ahead of Nancy. He graduated, so she must be a senior now, assuming Season 4 takes place immediately after Season 3. Jonathan would be the same, as he and Nancy seemed to be in at least one class together. Robin is a tricky case, though. She mentions having taken history with Steve in sophomore year, which suggests they were in the same graduating class. This is one thing that seriously had me questioning the “leak” since it indicated that Robin and Nancy ate lunch with Dustin at school. Robin really shouldn’t still be in high school if she had a core class (not an elective that can be taken any year) with Steve in 10th grade. Sure, this could simply be an oversight, but the Duffers generally have a fine eye for detail.</p>
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Question: <p>I know that all the kids in the party are now entering their first year of high school but I can&rsquo;t remember what year Nancy, Jonathan, and Robin are in. Do you happen to know? </p>
Answer: <p>I think Steve was a year ahead of Nancy. He graduated, so she must be a senior now, assuming Season 4 takes place immediately after Season 3. Jonathan would be the same, as he and Nancy seemed to be in at least one class together. Robin is a tricky case, though. She mentions having taken history with Steve in sophomore year, which suggests they were in the same graduating class. This is one thing that seriously had me questioning the “leak” since it indicated that Robin and Nancy ate lunch with Dustin at school. Robin really shouldn’t still be in high school if she had a core class (not an elective that can be taken any year) with Steve in 10th grade. Sure, this could simply be an oversight, but the Duffers generally have a fine eye for detail.</p>
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Question: <p>New audition tape leaked for the "Chrissy" character, i was getting Carrie vibes from it. Could we have another number from the lab on our hands? I wish they would focus on the established characters that they do have but Chrissy intrigues me the most out of these new characters coming in season 4.</p>
Answer: <p>I haven’t seen that. I don’t know how much I’d believe a “leaked audition tape” unless it were somehow verified. Even then, an audition tape would largely be an actor’s interpretation of a vague character description. Is it even the actor who got the part? Sorry, I just tend to be something of a skeptic if something feels a bit too convenient. </p><p>That said, I do think we’re going to find out about One, whether we see him/her or not. That was the only number that the author of the comics was told she couldn’t use. it’s possible this “Chrissy” could be that experiment subject. </p><p>I get worried about new characters myself. I feel like there’s a lot of development with the existing characters that is threatened by an expanded cast. I can only hope that the Duffers know what they’re doing. I don’t want Lucas to be cast to the sideline again. </p>
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Question: <p>Congrats on your 800 subscribers! I didn't know you had so many people following you. It seems that ST got back into production. I wanted to ask you, with X-MEN being a strong influence on the show and season 4 even naming the first episode, the Hellfire Club, a secret international organization that faces the X-Men during the Dark Pheonix Saga ( story time ^^' ). Ever since the first episode with Will asking Dustin to take his X-MEN 134 which is a comic that treats the Dark Pheonix Saga and Jean who unleashes her powers, this comic foreshadow a big part of El's arc. But I also wondered, because Will and El seems like twins or have many similiraties like the Maximoff Twins, this could also be foreshadowing Will's story in a way as we've seen him having some sort of powers. But the key thing is Will seems to have many similarities to Wanda. Wanda who is also very similar to Jean Grey.</p><p>Both Will and Wanda have a traumatic experience of their father, both have been locked into an alternate dimension or reality created by their own minds, of course it's not confirmed that the Upside Down is a creation of Will but they are many hints about it. Wanda has one son called Wiccan who has also another twin.</p><p>His powers are very intriguing, he can manipulate reality and can control electricity. Many things that Will has done. Wiccan is also openly gay. </p><p>Do you think that Will's powers could be using the Upside Down as some sort of pocket dimension where he takes his power from, he could control his trauma and be able to heal from it by using it as his powers ? If the Upside Down is a manifestation of his trauma. Maybe we could have some sort of X-MEN group a la Stranger Things ?</p><p>Also since the X-MEN have been a strong metaphor of racial and sexual oppression and ever since the 80's, a strong LGBT+ metaphor, do you think Will wants the X-MEN because he sees through the subtext and that the comics helps making him see himself in a different light because of how everyone around him reacts to his supposed sexuality ?</p><p>Also do you think the Hellfire Club could be a foreshadowing of a group, maybe the Russian trying to use El or Will for their own purposes ?</p><p>Sorry, a very long question, that was inside my head a long time but I had no one to talk about that subject.</p><p>Congrats on your subscribers anyway!</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you!</p><p>This seems like it might be a better question for someone like <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a>, but I’ll address it as best I can. I’m not an expert on the X-Men, but I was really into the 90s cartoon series, so I know a fair bit.</p><p>There are a lot of hints that Will’s life has been unkind even before the Upside Down became a part of it. I highly suspect that he is connected to it in some way, and that is why he was a prime target of the demogorgon. He wasn’t simply killed like some other victims. Instead, the demogorgon was trying to capture him. There has to be a reason for that.</p><p>X-Men references go back to season 1, so it was likely an influence on the Duffers as they wrote the story. Now that we have the Hellfire Club, another X-Men reference, we may be seeing things come full circle. The Hellfire Club was involved in the Phoenix saga, which was also referenced by the comic Will challenged Dustin for in the bike race. I don’t know that Will consciously wants that one due to his own situation. I think X-Men likely appeals to all of them due to their outcast status. Each member of the Party is bullied for something. </p><p>I don’t know if the Hellfire Club foreshadows anything, or if it’s just another geeky reference. That said, a lot of the minor things end up predicting the plot each season. It’s a fair guess that El and/or Will end up being exploited or experimented on by some shady group, whether it’s Brenner, the Russians, or some (ugh) new villainous organization. </p><p>I also don’t know about Wiccan being relevant. They’ve mostly seemed to stick to X-Men, specifically the Phoenix sage, while Wiccan was part of the Young Avengers. Maybe it was inspiration, but I think they’re going to stick to 80s comics that Will would have been aware of, especially if Will is subconscious influencing things. Again, though, this isn’t my area of expertise. </p><p>There’s just so many layers going on, and so many other works the Duffers draw inspiration from. It can be very challenging to work out what exactly they are using from any given source. Yes, the X-Men has been used as a metaphor for the oppressed, and season 1 reinforces this by having the Party be victims of bullying. The more obvious explanation is that it is foreshadowing El and her powers being the center focus. However, Will constantly being at the center of trauma, and it seemingly being linked to the actions of the Mindflayer, make me think he’s more significant than the Duffers wanted people to initially think. In the X-Men universe, mutants often come into their powers in adolescence as a result of emotional stress. This certainly is where Will is at, and it opens the door for him to unleash his true power. </p><p>I don’t know about there being an X-Men group necessarily, but I really would like to see El and Will uniting as a power duo in some way. Kali could be reintroduced to be part of this, which I’d like since it’d make her episode actually seem less like it was forced into the plot. I suppose we can stretch the definitions of “power” so that the rest of the Party can be part of an X-Men type group. We’ve been repeatedly shown that the Party is at its best together.</p><p>Now that I think about it, I like the idea of X-Men relating to the oppressed as a way for Will’s friends to conceptualize what he’s going through. Regardless of our feelings for the characters, and how we’d like to think they’re too good to be homophobic, they are still a group of small-town 80s teens. Someone like Steve was the exception, not the rule, back then, and his easy acceptance may well have been written in to show how mature he’s really become. Dustin and Lucas would likely be, at the very least, uneasy knowing their friend (well, friends, if I’m right about Mike) is gay. This wouldn’t make them bad people in and of itself, as their homophobia would be due to ignorance rather than malice. What would separate them from the villains would be their ability to realize they were wrong and accept Will (and Mike!) as their friend. Drawing a connection to how badly mutants were treated could be a key to getting them to understand the situation better. </p><p>I hope I touched on all of your points. You clearly put a lot of effort into your Ask, but it was a lot, so I may have missed something. Feel free to submit another if I missed anything or you want to follow up or get clarification.</p>
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Question: <p>Congrats on 800 followers! My questions are: What other shows do you like? And do you have any other show for which you make (or made) theories, like ST?</p>
Answer: <p>Thanks!</p><p>I have other shows I like, but I don’t get nearly as into them as I do Stranger Things. Some of my favorites include GLOW, Archer, She-Ra, Bojack Horseman, and Rick &amp; Morty. I had some theories on GLOW, but it just got cancelled, so&hellip;</p><p>I’m not sure what exactly it is about Stranger Things that drew me in quite so much. I guess I got into it for the 80s nostalgia, but stayed for the intriguing story. I didn’t really start to do my own analyses until I started to read up on some other people’s thoughts. The online community, at least here on Tumblr, seemed to really welcome theories and analyses. I feel very much at home here since I’ve started my own blog, and I thank you all for your support.</p>
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Question: <p>Congratulations on 800 followers!! It's more than deserved. And thank you for everything you post! Here is a question inspired by a tumblr post I came across (if you haven't been asked this already)... is Jonathan Byers "parentified"? Joyce is obviously a loving parent and a wonderful person, but is there something unhealthy about the extent of Jonathan's role in raising Will?</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you. I’m glad you enjoy my thoughts! I hope this one meets to your satisfaction.</p><p>Parentification is a serious concern in real life. It can indicate a history trauma and/or neglect. A child taking on adult roles at a young age leaves them more vulnerable and more likely to develop anxiety, depression, and other mental health issues. I would say that Jonathan has been parentified to some extent, but it can be hard to say without knowing more about his childhood and when he started taking on these roles in his family. A highschooler acting as a second caretaker to a younger sibling isn’t unusual in and of itself.</p><p>Yes, Joyce is a loving and hardworker mother, and I wouldn’t dream of suggesting that she has set out to harm Jonathan (or Will for that matter). It would mostly go back to Lonnie. It’s the father role that Jonathan has been effectively filling in his family since at least season 1, if not longer. Joyce is simply too overworked in her attempts to care for them to realize what he’s doing isn’t necessarily healthy. It’s clear that Jonathan has quite a bit of responsibility in the home, including having to work to help support them all. He also has to see to Will’s needs, but he doesn’t seem to see that as a burden. It’s interesting to wonder if he would’ve been so close to Will had Lonnie been a good father. Even such a positive outcome can have negative consequences if it’s only because he felt the need to fill a void in Will’s life. Jonathan may have had to give up on a lot of his own personal needs to see to Will’s, and that could lead to anger which would be repressed out of guilt (he’d feel bad for even a fleeting moment of blaming Will for it). </p><p>One thing for us to keep in mind, however, is that context is important. We’re talking about a poor family that is doing what it takes to get by. Jonathan taking on more adult roles earlier than we think he should simply seems to be what is necessary in their situation. Humanity’s greatest strength is its adaptability, and the Byers have adapted to best respond to the challenges they face every day. Still, it is very likely this has negatively affected Jonathan, as it’s still harmful for a child even if the circumstance are understandable. We can already see signs of anxiety in him. The guy would benefit from therapy, the whole family would really. Some family therapy might allow them broach topics they never felt they could before. Joyce is doing the best she can, but Jonathan might hold some repressed resentment towards her, and they would all benefit from it being addressed.</p><p>Let’s just all keep in mind that Lonnie is the real monster here. Jonathan only had to take on these responsibilities because his deadbeat father couldn’t be depended on. </p>
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Question: <p>Apparently Caleb, Natalia and some new characters have been filming at Benny's burgers for the last three days. Definitely supports your theory that it is some hang out spot for teens. Why Nancy is there is a mystery? Maybe she's interviewing the basketball team for the town paper and some shit goes down? I'm so excited that it seems like Caleb is getting more stuff to do this season. He's so underutilized.</p>
Answer: <p>It makes sense. An abandoned property would be an ideal place to hang out. Nancy being there could be for a newspaper article, like you say. It could also be that she is friends with someone there. Really, they just need a hook to get her connected to something in the plot now that Jonathan is gone. Maybe something goes down at Benny’s and she goes to get Robin and Steve. While it seems that the Party is largely branching out, when all is said and down they really just have each other for the more dire situations. I think we’re going to have another “party is split up but reunites in the last couple episodes” situation. I find that tiresome myself, but it is what it is.</p><p>More Lucas would be nice. Based on his appearance last season, I can only guess he’ll be going through his own identity crisis. He’s stuck between two worlds: his ideal “ladies man” persona and his real self. We all go through something like that, often when we get into high school. You can’t really blame a kid for wanting to fit in after being an outcast for so long. I know there’s been some drama in the fandom lately over Lucas being stereotyped as a jock or whatnot, but he has been shown to be trying to be more “mature” (via his “wisdom” regarding women), so trying to parlay that into a more popular image wouldn’t be unusual. I would fully expect Lucas to come around and remember who he really is, as that seems to be a major theme for the series as a whole. Honestly, anything that could explain and justify why he was so poorly used in Season 3 would be a welcome addition to this coming season.</p>
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Question: <p>You make many very convincing points when discussing byler, so i&rsquo;m asking this with the at most respect for your work, but what makes you so confident that we&rsquo;re not being queer baited? </p>
Answer: <p>It’s honestly just the only reasonable explanation I’ve been able to come up with or have read other people come up with. Anything else I’ve seen has seemed contrived or cliche. I suppose, in the end, that doesn’t mean I’m right. Shows can start great and then lose their way. You can chalk it up to a bit of faith on my part that the Duffers know what they’re doing. Even if they didn’t set out to build a Byler story, they’d be blind to not realize they ended up doing just that. The fact that each season has only added more evidence, and that the signs of their feelings for each other come across so naturally, is what has me confident.</p><p>That said, things may get worse before they get better. </p>
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Question: <p>I&acute;m confused to how spoilers could come out as early as April. Correct me if I'm wrong but I&acute;m pretty sure at that time they weren't even filming in Atlanta yet. I&acute;ve been in the fandom for some time and the only leaked spoilers that end up ringing some truth are usually from random extra&acute;s after filming has concluded. How credible do you feel these apparent &acute;leaks&acute; are?</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, it’s not impossible, but I find it very unlikely for these leaks to be credible. They may have some things right, but there’s a surprising level of detail in there. This sort of information would not be in the hands of just anyone, especially at such an early stage of production. One would have to assume that whoever is providing the information was involved in the writing process and/or table reads. That’s really as far as they seemed to be in production by the time things shut down aside from a reported handful of filmed scenes.</p><p>It’s hard to believe someone would risk their job by letting this sort of information out into the public. Fake storylines are sometimes written into scripts due to this very scenario. Even actors are misled at times. Keep in mind that almost the entire cast of Avengers: Endgame thought they were doing a wedding scene when they showed up to film Tony Stark’s funeral.</p><p>Enjoy the “leaks”, and perhaps take in some of the big picture, but the details should be taken with a grain of salt. I’d sooner believe they were intentionally “leaked” out by the show to mislead fans before I deemed them credible leaks.</p>
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Question: <p>Have you seen the set photo of the cheerleader? In April, someone leaked information about the new season, and apparently they correctly predicted Dustin being in the Hellfire Club because he&rsquo;s wearing a HC shirt in his set photos. The leaker said that Mike would be &ldquo;friendly&rdquo; with this cheerleader at lunch, and would be shown to start losing interest in El. What are your thoughts on this? Do you think they would really have Mike crushing on/ dating a cheerleader, perhaps to just end the Byler Mileven war? </p>
Answer: <p>Eh, Dustin being in the Hellfire Club isn’t really a hard prediction to make. While my first guess was that it was a band name, I also thought it’d work as a defiant response to anti-D&amp;D Satanic Panic. That sort of thing is right up Dustin’s alley. I can envision a militant parent group trying to ban D&amp;D (the mini comic with Erica kinda hinted at that when her mother confiscated her D&amp;D books for no apparent reason), and the kids would be a sort of resistance. We already got the hint with “hell” being graffiti’d on the Welcome to Hawkins sign. Everything is probably being blamed on satanic cults and/or Communists (who were seen as anti-religion).</p><p>Mike being teased as being interesting in another girl is also not hard to predict. He clearly wasn’t as interested in El as she was in him at the end of Season 3. They have to explore that somehow and make it clear that Mike and El aren’t on the same page anymore. But doing it to kill a ship war? That would be bad writing to me. You do what you set out to do because fans are gonna be fans regardless. If they do this, it should be because it’s what they set out to do.</p><p>I doubt this girl is really a love interest, though. Especially if the leaker phrased it like you said, and it’s an accurate statement, it sounds more like we’re meant to think they’re romantically linked. Mike’s going through a tough time. A girl being into him would likely elicit some kind of reaction from him. He would want that feeling of being in a relationship again, especially if she reminds him of El/Will. There’s also the angle of him trying to create an image of normalcy yet again. Who wouldn’t try to date a cheerleader if he was trying to look as normal as possible?</p><p>We’ll see what happens, but I never for a moment thought Mike would start off Season 4 in a good place. If he loves Will like I think he does, he still needs to go through the journey of accepting it and what it means about himself.</p>
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Question: <p>How can we know that we are not reading too much into things, that the subtext is real and not accidental, that what we see aren't coincidences? Some days I'm a bit discouraged about the possibility of Byler, like if they never planned it (or just decided that Will would have an unrequited crush or something), what exactly would be different? I feel like everything could be explained by "just a very deep friendship". &amp; I don't see enough evidence of Mike being gay/bi (yes I've read kay's posts)</p>
Answer: <p>How can we know? Really, we can’t, not until all is ultimately revealed. All we can do is interpret the existing evidence to make predictions for the future. </p><p>I’ve covered the idea of Mike being gay before, so I won’t reiterate that all here. I suggest you read <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/625900653239255040/why-do-you-lie-a-look-at-a-gay-mike-wheeler">this post</a> I made that looks at how Mike could be gay using canon information. There’s a lot that could be going on with him psychologically, and it’s not farfetched at all to conclude that he’s a repressed gay teen.</p><p>I dismiss the “very deep friendship” explanation because it’s treated nothing like any other close friendships we’ve been introduced to. There’s also way too much of it to just be coincidental. If this ended up being the case, I’d see the Duffers as being hacks who got lucky but then ran out of ideas.</p><p>I think it’s good that you have doubts. We need doubts. We need to question our beliefs. It’s through this questioning that we find out if those beliefs hold any water. Look at the evidence, and draw your own conclusions. I’ve done so myself, and I’ve concluded that any other explanation besides Mike being in love with Will would be very contrived.</p>
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Question: <p>i don&rsquo;t know if i&rsquo;ve asked this yet, but a few days ago netflix posted a true or false game for stranger things. it was just true or false fun facts about the cast, but all of the answers were false in the end. i don&rsquo;t know, i just thought it seemed odd :/ could it possibly have anything to do with the actual show? or did they just have all of them be false for no reason when they made the quiz??</p>
Answer: <p>I didn’t know about this. I suppose it is a bit odd that they’d all come up as being false. There’s probably some sort of explanation for it, though. I haven’t been able to find this myself, so I’m not sure of the details, but I wouldn’t expect it to really mean anything. It’s probably just a fun little thing they did for the fans while we’re forever waiting for Season 4.</p>
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Question: <p>Some fans say that it's ableist to suggest that El shouldn't be dating because of her not knowing a lot about the world yet and being abused at the lab. I think that insisting we treat El the same as other teens with more typical lives is more ableist than recognizing that her ignorance puts her at a real disadvantage. What do you think is the best way to talk about these things in a way that respects El's right and desire to make her own decisions while not ignoring the challenges she faces?</p>
Answer: <p>It’s a sensitive issue. People without disabilities can easily marginalize those with disabilities and/or developmental delays. sometimes even without intending to. On the other hand, some can also treat them in such a way that their unique needs are neglected in the name of equality. The problem is that treating people equally, while often being the result of good intentions, can result in unequal outcomes. What these well-intentioned people need to focus on instead is equity. Equity deals with targeting disadvantages to try and offset barriers and handicaps. </p><p>El’s characterization and backstory include a very significant handicap in her delayed socialization and lack of education resulting in social deficiencies and skill/knowledge deficits. Ignoring these issues would be a major disservices to her, and, in real life, it would only make her situation even worse down the road. It’s not a matter of whether El can feel love or develop relationships. She’s simply just way behind her peers in her understanding of these concepts. She can overcome this with time, but she needs to be afforded that time. </p><p>El will grow to be socially competent. She’s already been shown to be very adaptive, which likely explains her relatively rapid development since escaping the lab. The fact remains that one of her first interpersonal peer relationships was a romantic one. This is very atypical. As intelligent as El is, she can’t be expected to run before she can walk. </p><p>Now, I don’t know that any of this will be addressed, as the writers seem to be content to just rapidly push El through her development between seasons, but her concept of dating was not really a good one. It was almost entirely based on watching soap operas and Mike’s own poor explanation of love in Season 1. Dating Mike also impaired her social development further by making her significantly uninterested in normal friendships. It’s simple observation to point out that El neglected her friendships with Lucas and Dustin, never seemed to bond with Will, and continued to ignore Max until she needed relationship advice (based on Max’s surprise when she bumped into El while skateboarding.)</p><p>El ultimately has the right to self-determination. She is free to date if she wishes. She’s started puberty, so her body is certainly pushing her towards that. Mike has unintentionally taken advantage of that, though. El simply doesn’t know any better, and this is of no fault of her own. She was robbed of her childhood through isolation and abuse. The fact that she has the right to date, as well as the desire, does not mean that it’s a good idea. Ideally, what needs to happen here is for someone to help her along her journey by encouraging non-romantic social interaction.</p><p>We can appreciate El’s situation and how it impacts her social development without being condescending and marginalizing. We can recognize that she really isn’t ready for dating without be ableist. We can say that El’s jump into dating without first having time to really work on friendships is really only harming both types of relationships. It’s folly to pretend that El is fine and capable of anything simply because we don’t want to be seen as being ableist and/or condescending. She has unique challenges, and these need to be acknowledged and addressed so she can overcome them. Pretending these challenges don’t exist simply puts her into a sink or swim situation, and, to me, that’s the unfair option.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you truly believe the meta you reblogged, that Will is d.i.d. and all those characters are him? I am not some angry mileven hater of op but isn't that hard to believe? I'm not sure thats even a show I want to watch.</p>
Answer: <p>It’s a quality post that was well-researched and very nicely written. Regardless of how I might feel about what it would mean for the overall story, I think she did a very good job of presenting her theory in a way that makes it seem compelling. There’s certainly plenty of evidence to support the theory. Yes, there could be alternate explanations, but I’ve yet to see anyone present such explanations in any significant detail. </p><p>We’ll all find out soon enough, but it would be immature and disrespectful for people to dismiss her theory out of hand. Personally, I’m iffy on the idea of so much of the story being part of Will’s DID, but it’s not because I think the theory isn’t sound. I do have my concerns that it would have a negative effect on the story, but I have to trust that the Duffers could do it justice if it is indeed the case. I’m just not a fan of plot twists, but I can still appreciate the theory as a valid possible interpretation of the evidence. Anyone who thinks the theory is invalid needs to be prepared to refute or counter it with actual evidence. </p><p>Dismissing evidence-based theories because one doesn’t like the implications is a major problem. We need to be open to what may make us uncomfortable. I’m still not 100% in on this theory, but I’ve come around a bit simply due to the evidence-backed arguments. I might still end up not liking it, but I’m ready to give it a shot if it is indeed where the story is going.</p>
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Question: <p>What do you think is the reason for not a single character acting like themselves in s3? What do you think the writers were thinking?</p>
Answer: <p>I believe I read that the writers looked at Season 3 as portraying the Party going through puberty. A common element of puberty, at least in the Western world, is identity development. I’d suggest you check out <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/623460504603590656/character-analysis-on-steve-if-youre-okay-with">this post</a> I wrote looking at how Stranger Things handles that topic.</p><p>Really, what I think it comes down to is that the writers wanted to show the paradox of young teenagers wanting to be different, yet wanting to be accepted. This sort of identity crisis isn’t exclusive to teenagers, as we also see it with several of the older teens and adults, but it’s often the first time someone will experience it. </p><p>Mike, for example, is forcing a relationship he really isn’t all that into because it’s what expected of him and he’s trying to be “normal” after years of being bullied, but the relationship is shallow. Meanwhile, Karen is tempted by an affair with a younger man because she is dissatisfied with her life, but she ultimately accepts her identity as a mother because her family is more important to her. Steve continues to try and be a ladies man even though he’s a better person when he just relaxes and does what is natural to him. Lucas stops being the grounded, level-headed one because he has a false sense of superiority due to his relationship with Max, but all his advice is just terrible, and his relationship is messy at best.</p><p>This sort of behavior is really rather typical, though it’s somewhat exaggerated for dramatic or comedic effect. I admit, it’s pretty confusing to have the characters be so glaringly unlike themselves, which is why I have to think it was an intentional decision. The writers wanted us all to notice it. In the end, it’s the decisions we make after an identity crisis that matter, not the actions during the crisis. Yes, Karen was tempted, but she ultimately chose not to have an affair. Mike did seem to realize his relationship with El wasn’t what he wanted it to be. Sometimes these identity crises don’t end with a positive result, as we see El end up right back in her dependency on Mike. She still has a lot of growth to do, as is expected of someone with her stunted social development. I hope to see more with this theme in Season 4. El deserves to be her own person.</p>
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Question: <p>Yoo, I was wondering if it's all right to do an analysis about Mr. Clarke? He's one of my fav characters!</p>
Answer: <p>An interesting request. I’m not sure there’s quite enough canon information about him to do a genuine analysis, but I can do a bit of a blurb based on what we know. Also, forgive me if the depth and quality of my posts is waning. The school year robs me of quite a lot of time, and it’s been an adjustment doing it virtually from home. Interesting and a great learning experience, but an adjustment nonetheless.</p><p>Scott Clarke is really the teacher everyone wish they had in middle school. He’s a nice, accepting teacher, as seen when he so quickly accepts Max’s objection to being called Maxine. He’s clearly very smart and competent. He genuinely cares about his students, as seen when he joins the search for Will. Most important for a teacher, he indulges his students’ curiosity. Despite any questions he may have about why his students are asking him about parallel dimensions or sensory deprivation, he can’t help but encourage this thirst for knowledge. Even when his date was interrupted.</p><p>I do think that Scott has a sense that something is going on. There’s just no way a man with his scientific curiosity wouldn’t pick up on the strange occurrences. I think he’s been keeping track of everything the boys and Joyce have brought to his attention. It makes me think he could have a larger role to play when the shit hits the fan in Season 4. Seeing as how the Party will be in high school, it’s really the one way to keep him in the story. Although, Erica may be entering middle school herself.</p><p>Even his small moments are indicative of how great a teacher he is. When Agent Frazier shows up at his home pretending to be a state education official, he’s all too eager to get his students into a state AV club. While it was a ploy that endangered his students, he had no way of knowing that, and he really just wanted to give his students an opportunity that his small town school couldn’t provide. Every school employee should, at the end of the day, be an advocate for his or her students. Mr. Clarke fits this bill.</p><p>Scott Clarke is a dedicated teacher who encourages his students’ academic and personal development. The manner at which he bonds with his students is truly inspiring. He wants what is best for each and every one of them, even if that means him sacrificing some of his personal time. Speaking as a school counselor, he is the sort of teacher I want working in my school.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi! I was thinking about watching some of the s4 related movies and "the book of henry" seems to be the biggest one on the board. Should i watch it first...? Or why do you think they write it so big? is it more related to your theories?</p><p><br></p>
Answer: <p>It’s important . And Lonnie and Will related.</p><p>I wouldn’t say it’s the most important per say- but still very important(they made the title big and put 3 explanation points next to it, unlike other movies for a reason). It shows a repetitive theme from other movies relating to dads who do the worst things to their kids. <b>Trigger warning- </b>at least 30 + movies have a dad r*pe their kids. Or a family member or other adult do so. That’s not even including the movies which mention the r*pe of adults , or v*ctim blaming from the villain /cops or the victim themselves , m*rder, or other forms of ab*se/ch*ld ab*se. Alot of movies also have other dark themes -like s*icidal thoughts or attempts. So I’d read movie descriptions before watching and going in blind and not being prepared and getting possibly VERY VERY triggered. </p>
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Question: <p>Hi! I was thinking about watching some of the s4 related movies and "the book of henry" seems to be the biggest one on the board. Should i watch it first...? Or why do you think they write it so big? is it more related to your theories?</p><p><br></p>
Answer: <p>It’s important . And Lonnie and Will related.</p><p>I wouldn’t say it’s the most important per say- but still very important(they made the title big and put 3 explanation points next to it, unlike other movies for a reason). It shows a repetitive theme from other movies relating to dads who do the worst things to their kids. <b>Trigger warning- </b>at least 30 + movies have a dad r*pe their kids. Or a family member or other adult do so. That’s not even including the movies which mention the r*pe of adults , or v*ctim blaming from the villain /cops or the victim themselves , m*rder, or other forms of ab*se/ch*ld ab*se. Alot of movies also have other dark themes -like s*icidal thoughts or attempts. So I’d read movie descriptions before watching and going in blind and not being prepared and getting possibly VERY VERY triggered. </p>
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Question: <p>How do you think the Will and the rest would react finding out Will made the upside down?  I feel like they are going to feel betrayed and  say heartbreaking things to him and Will might have immense self hatred.</p>
Answer: <p>I don’t think betrayal would be accurate. I think there might be some confusion, fascination, and fear. It’d be hard to see any of them outright blaming Will for it, especially given that he suffered from it more than anyone else. I can speculate as to some character-specific reactions.</p><p>Dustin would be curious and fascinated. He’d think it’s the most amazing scientific discovery ever, and he’d be thrilled to be connected to it. I think he’d just have a million questions for Will. I imagine Will would feel a bit overwhelmed by Dustin’s interest in it, though. He’s never really liked talking about it, except maybe with Mike.</p><p>Lucas might be the harshest, at least relative to the others. It might mirror his initial distrust of El. Lucas is a guy who prides himself on having control of a situation and having the answers. He doesn’t like it when things just don’t make sense, possibly owing to the fact that he tends to be the most down to Earth. He may be afraid of what Will may do, resulting in him needing some time and/or prodding to come around (just as he did with El). He might say something insensitive, but he’ll apologize when he’s reminded that it’s still Will. </p><p>El would likely understand the most. As stated above, she experienced being feared by her friends. It further builds on their existing parallels and gives them something besides Mike to bond over. Whether they’re two aspects of the same person, twins separated at birth, or whatever, they’re connected for a reason, yet we haven’t seen anything come of it after three seasons.</p><p>Joyce would be frightened for Will, not of him. She just wants all of this to be over for his sake. She may even feel guilt over him suffering so much that he unwittingly created a horror realm. Similarly, Jonathan would just want to protect him, and he similarly may feel guilty if he ends up thinking he could have prevented it all.</p><p>Mike would likely be in awe, but also be heartbroken. He loves Will unconditionally, even if he forgot that for a time, and it will hurt him to realize that Will has been in pain even longer than previously thought. It might be a good opportunity for a callback to “crazy together.” He’d feel very responsible for helping Will through this tough time, even though he’d be as clueless as ever on how to do it.</p><p>Will’s own reaction would be the most interesting to me. I can see him being crippled by guilt. He already blamed himself for a lot of what happened due to his possession. I can only imagine how guilty he’d feel if he found out that the Upside Down and everything in it was a manifestation of his own mind. It’s his own reaction that will be harshest of all. </p>
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Question: <p>Sorry if you've been asked this before or don't care to answer, but do you have any other fandom ships? :)</p>
Answer: <p>It may surprise some of my readers, but not really, at least not to the extent I ship Mike and Will. There are a couple examples I can think of though. I really thought Star Wars was building up to Finn/Poe, and I got behind that. I suppose this may have just been an example of the actors playing the characters in a way the filmmakers didn’t intend. I also liked Catra/Adora from She-ra &amp; the Princesses of Power. It took me longer than I’d like to admit to see it, but once I did I wanted to see them be happy together. </p>
Tags: 

Post id: 629540955486388224
Date: 2020-09-17 21:10:40 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/629540955486388224
Slug: do-you-think-its-too-big-a-stretch-to-find-an
Reblog key: 50O0Iipm
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Do you think it's too big a stretch to find an AIDS metaphor in the Upside Down and Will's experience in it? It's sometimes interpreted as representing trauma from his abuse (a parental reaction to his presumed sexuality) and adding to it invasion and corruption of the body, death, etc. And in either case do you think experiencing something like that would later make AIDS less viscerally terrifying to Will or more?</p>
Answer: <p>I think the thing about Stranger Things, the Upside Down, and The Mindflayer is that they all can be metaphors for any sort of insidious, consuming ailment. So, certainly AIDS would fit the bill. Personally, in Season 1 I hypothesized that the Upside Down might represent the despair that comes from being in the closet. The pain and isolation that comes from having to hide who you are can become a consuming force that eats away at a person, and sometimes this results in a person taking on a persona that is nothing like who they truly are in an effort to protect themselves. </p><p>It’s possible that the writers intended for this to be a metaphor. I don’t know that it’s a metaphor for AIDS or depression or anything else specifically, but it could have been intended to be representative of a general sense of despair or loss of self as a result of illness. I know some others have considered it all relates to DID, which, again, is a possibility. </p><p>As for how Will would react to something like AIDS after dealing with the Upside Down, it could go a couple of ways. On one hand, he could be numb to something so mundane after what he’s dealt with. His idea of what qualifies as danger could have been impacted so much that only something similar to the Upside Down would bother him. I see that as unlikely given how Will still has very typical emotional reactions to day-to-day stress as of Season 3. Instead, I think he’d be even more susceptible to further trauma. It wouldn’t be surprising for him to see nearly any unusual ailment triggering flashbacks to what he’s been through so far. It would be yet another foreign and deadly entity seeking to take over his body.</p><p>Will is wise and brave, not weak, but I can’t bear the idea of that poor boy suffering any more than he already has. It’s sad that so many of us can’t help but see trauma after trauma in his life. Come on, Duffers, make him happy!</p>
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Question: <p>How do you think the characters will react to finding out that Will (and maybe Mike) is gay? Lucas, Dustin, Max, El, Nancy... Obviously we know that Joyce and Jonathan will be okay with it, but what do you think the initial reactions of the others will be?</p>
Answer: <p>The only way I can answer this is to treat the characters like real people. I’m to understand that the season 4 movies hint at some reactions, but that’s not my area of expertise. I need to stick to the characters, their actions, and their role as people in a real world setting. That is, people from a small Indiana town in the mid 80s. I think we’d all like to believe that Mike and Will’s family and friends would accept them completely. I just don’t think it’s very likely given the real world setting this show is based in. People today, especially young people, may not realize just how much more accepting the world has become for LGBT people since the 80s.</p><p>If we consider Mike and Will’s friends, then we’re looking at people with still immature world views and teenage hormones that can intensify emotion. Lucas and Dustin have known Mike and Will for most of their lives, and their loyalty would probably suggest that they’d stick by Mike and Will. However, they are teenage boys in a homophobic world. It’d be near impossible that they wouldn’t pick up some anti-gay biases. Dustin is very close with Steve, who, while having made significant progress as an awesome guy, had previously used gay slurs. It’d actually be interesting if Steve was given a storyline where he felt immensely guilty for Dustin using similar language.</p><p>Things may be easier with Max. She is from California, which has generally been more liberal (at least in coastal areas, as Billy’s backstory seems to suggest they’re from). She also clearly has no issues with racism, which indicates she’s pretty open minded for her time. </p><p>El’s reaction would probably depend on the state of her relationship with Mike when she finds out. She’s previously been shown to be jealous and possessive regarding Mike. She may not have any particular issues with gay people, likely not really having any exposure to the concept one way or another. Still, it’s not hard to imagine her getting angry at them, particular Will for “stealing” Mike from her. However, if she’s able to come to terms with her and Mike’s relationship being over, then she would probably be ok with it. She’d probably be very confused as to why anyone is mad at them for something that doesn’t hurt anyone.</p><p>Mike’s family is probably all over the place. Mike’s mom seems to have some personal issues with bad decisions she’s made and now regrets. This could result in her being especially careful to be a loving mother to Mike. This doesn’t necessarily mean she’d be immediately accepting of him, but any reaction would likely be made with the best of intentions. While we see it as abhorrent and dangerous now, conversion therapy was seen by many parents as the right thing to do because homosexuality was still considered a mental illness (even though it was removed from the DSM in 1973). The average person just couldn’t grasp that the distress seen in gay people was caused by the reactions of the people around them rather than their homosexuality itself. This doesn’t mean Karen would react that way, but it’s possible. I imagine she’d get over that fairly quickly when she realized how much distress it brought Mike.</p><p>Mike’s dad probably wouldn’t care too much. He’s just not a particularly involved parent. He’d probably just go along with whatever Karen decides. He might have some concerns over what the neighbors would think, but I don’t think he’d react poorly in general.</p><p>Nancy is an unknown for me. She has qualities that would suggest she’d be accepting. She’s experienced sexism, and, like her mother, has seen what happens when you try to force yourself into a life that doesn’t make you happy. Still, she and Mike have still yet to show any real growth in their relationship. She also has a tendency to be pretty blunt and callous when talking to people she feels close to. A poor reaction, even if unintentional is possible.</p><p>As for the Byers family, it’s a bit easier to picture. Joyce and Jonathan would be all love and acceptance. It’s just been their main character trait when it comes to Will. Lonnie’s reaction is similarly easy to predict. The man is an asshole who described Will with gay slurs when they still lived under one roof. He’d probably sell Will to the lab himself if he found out.</p><p>A beautiful, loving reaction from other characters would be heartwarming, but unrealistic. I do think that any negative reactions will be gotten over fairly quickly, though. Apologies have been a fairly big recurring theme over the course of the show. Mike and Will’s ultimate relationship with their family and friends will be warm, and, in fact, some initial strife will only make it seem more genuine in the end.</p>
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Question: <p>i don&rsquo;t know if you&rsquo;ve answered this yet, but what are your thoughts on the boys&rsquo; perspectives on Wills sexuality/the fight scene/etc.? Finn mentioned that they&rsquo;d tried different variations of the scene, and that to him it just seemed like Will wasn&rsquo;t interested. And with Noah, he said that the interprets it in a way that just says Will doesn&rsquo;t want to grow up yet (which is obviously one of the main factors of the show), and at one point i&rsquo;m pretty sure he said he doesn&rsquo;t think Will is gay...</p>
Answer: <p>I think I may have addressed this at one point, but I’m too lazy to make an index post, so it’s my fault if you haven’t seen it.</p><p>The biggest thing to remember is that the actors are not allowed to give anything major away. Sometimes there may be some small planned leaks, but those would come from things like conventions where everything is carefully orchestrated. Random interviews will never be a reliable sources of anything major, at least not until well after a film/book/series is long since completed. If the actors even know anything, they are still told what they are and aren’t allowed to talk about. They may even be given answers for specific questions they expect to be asked. I’d be surprised if the Duffers didn’t prepare Finn, Noah, and possibly others for questions regarding that scene.</p><p>Honestly, the fact that they reportedly shot the fight scene a number of different ways suggests that the final wording is significant. Either Finn is just lying, or what we got was simply the best representation of what the writers wanted. Sometimes scenes are shot in different ways, and sometimes entirely fake scenes are shot, to prevent leaks by making it difficult for cast and crew to know what the actual final work will be. This is generally for big plot lines, finales, etc. Will being gay is definitely something that they’ve been building up, so they wouldn’t want it getting out through leaks.</p><p>So, really, take those interviews with a grain of salt. Whether we’re right or not in how we interpret it, we’re not going to find out either way from cast interviews.</p>
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Question: <p>max&rsquo;s dnd class is ruffboi, a rogue/fighter of the adventure zone invention. i will not be taking criticism constructive or otherwise</p>
Answer: <p>I legit had to look that up. </p><p>I can see it. I definitely see her as more of a rogue than a fighter, though.</p>
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Question: <p>Have you heard the news regarding Harbour&rsquo;s marriage? I&rsquo;m so happy for him</p>
Answer: <p>I saw that. I’m happy for him, too. </p><p>We need some good news these days, maybe more than ever.</p>
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Question: <p>Will is not gay n I will prove it you tomorrow with points n proofs. ( Not homophobic, just being realistic with facts abt the stuff I saw.)</p>
Answer: <p>Ok, good luck with that 😂</p>
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Question: <p>if you&rsquo;re interested here are some theories u could look into since your analysis is so amazing!! max mayfield&rsquo;s dnd class is rogue and murray is a russian/russian spy</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you for the compliment! School is back in session, so I’m busy during the day now. I still try to find time to answer Asks, but my answers may not be as regular or as in-depth as usual.</p><p>I can see Max being a rogue. There isn’t really anything analogous to zoomer, but rogues tend to be the quickest and most agile class. Her sticking the syringe into Billy also came across a bit like a rogue’s backstab ability. Rogue’s are also often the most skilled class, having abilities outside of combat like sneaking around, picking locks, and disarming traps. This is a bit like how Max knows how to use a skateboard, drive, and sneak around. She’s fairly chaotic, too, which befits a rogue. It’s not a perfect fit, but I can’t think of a class she’d take to more. People don’t necessarily choose classes that reflect themselves in real life, but the Party seems to.</p><p>As for Murray being a Russian or a Russian spy, it’s possible, but it’d strike me as something of a cheap twist. He speaks Russian and drinks vodka, and befriends Alexei, so he already seems like someone they want us to think is a spy. It’d be especially weird considering he helped our heroes infiltrate and sabotage the experiment under the mall. </p><p>It’s still very intriguing that he speaks Russian, though, so perhaps we will find out more about him. There definitely seems to be something significant about him. Perhaps he is a disillusioned American agent or a former Russian who defected, but I think he’s exactly what he appears to be: an investigative journalist who stumbles upon something more than he could imagine while looking into Barb’s death. I just don’t (currently) see any real evidence of anything else.</p>
Tags: stranger things, max mayfield, murray bauman

Post id: 628637968537731072
Date: 2020-09-07 21:58:04 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/628637968537731072
Slug: ok-but-i-have-a-headcanon-will-byers-cant-swim
Reblog key: uQE2pl3Z
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Ok but, I have a headcanon Will Byers can&rsquo;t swim, no proof or anything, it just sits right with me</p>
Answer: <p>I can’t think of anything from the show that backs that up. I also can’t think of anything from the show that can disprove it. </p><p>My own headcanon would be that Mike (and possibly Lucas and Dustin) gets flashbacks to that night at the quarry anytime he sees Will underwater.</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 628476410995048448
Date: 2020-09-06 03:10:11 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/628476410995048448
Slug: what-is-to-you-the-biggest-byler-proof-and-how
Reblog key: o4TAzwu5
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>What is, to you, the biggest Byler proof? And how would you explain why you think Byler is endgame to someone who only sees them as friends, but in like a short answer?</p>
Answer: <p>It’s not even that there’s one big “wham!” moment. That’s actually how relationships can feel forced. Instead, Mike and Will’s relationship has many little moments over the course of the entire series. They are moments that wouldn’t mean much by themselves, but they become very significant when put together. If you want me to list out the ones I feel are most significant, though, then I’m game. </p><p>In chronological order:</p><p>1) Mike was the most upset at Will’s disappearance. He snapped at his family for not caring. He lashed out at El when he thought she lied about him being alive before going home to cry in his mother’s arms. </p><p>2) He has a binder full of Will’s art, which he sadly looked through when he thinks Will is dead.</p><p>3) He was very protective of Will after he came back, and he was the first one to realize that something is wrong in Season 2.</p><p>4) Crazy Together</p><p>5) “That’s my friend, Mike.”</p><p>6) “It was the best thing I’ve ever done.”</p><p>7) Will didn’t want to dance with the girl, and glanced quickly to Mike. </p><p>8) Will was clearly jealous in Season 3</p><p>9) Mike was still protective even though he was obsessed with El</p><p>10) Their “breakup” was more dramatic and it hurt them both more than El and Mike’s breakup hurt them.</p><p>11) “What if you want to find another party?” “Not possible.”</p><p>12) Mike looked totally broken before taking one last look at Will’s house and going home to seek comfort in his mother’s arms like he did when he thought Will was dead.</p><p>I mean, if you can look at all these moments and think they’re just friends, then I don’t know what to say. Neither of them treat Dustin or Lucas this way. It’s the little things, and they add up to something beautiful. There may yet be a grand romantic moment, since it is a TV show, but it will ring so much more true because of the carefully built history they have together.</p>
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Question: <p>There&rsquo;s definitely a lot to unpack with s1 and s3 Mileven, but Mike and El&rsquo;s relationship in s2 in particular never sat well with me. Mike acts like he&rsquo;s so in love with her when it seems to only be thought of her that he is attracted to, or maybe the idea of having a female love interest? I would love to hear your thoughts on their s2 relationship because at times it&rsquo;s a little confusing.</p>
Answer: <p>I’m sure I’ve mentioned this all before, but I’m still too lazy to make a pinned index post. Maybe someday.</p><p>Mike and El’s relationship in Season 2 is really indicative both of where it was in Season 1 and where it would go in Season 3. They bonded in Season 1, largely as a result of seeking comfort with their individual fears. Mike offered El safety, while El offered Mike hope. They never really got to know each other, though, so their behavior in Season 2 is mostly based on their individual perception of what a relationship is and the ideal version of each other that they built over the course of a year apart after knowing each other for a few days.</p><p>In Season 2, we see they’re both missing each other. Mike claims to believe El is dead despite reaching out to her for a year. We know he senses her presence at one point, but even he seems to think it’s crazy. I do think he harbors a sort of survivor’s guilt, harboring a sense of responsibility for El putting herself in danger in the first place. He’s not hoping she comes back out of romantic attraction. He just needs to know she’s ok. </p><p>Meanwhile, El has been hidden away for a year, but has checked in on Mike at least once (not to mention when she peered in through his window after she escaped the Upside Down). She spends the better part of a year watching soap operas. She already had an extremely limited understanding of love from Mike, now the only thing built on that is cliched tropes and melodrama. This is perhaps why she becomes insanely jealous of Max. Not only is she very possessive of Mike, but she now has consumed a lot of storylines about devious women and love triangles.</p><p>When they finally meet again, the relief on Mike’s face is clear. However, he’s just spent days worried sick about Will and was fresh off spilling his feelings in the shed. It’s not a terrible stretch for Mike to confuse his feelings as love. El, on the other hand, doesn’t even really know what love is. She’s never had a good model for it, and Mike’s explanation was lacking. All she knows is that Mike kissed her and then she spent a while learning from TV what that’s supposed to mean.</p><p>This would all go on to explain their troubled relationship in Season 3. Soap operas don’t really show deep, meaningful relationships, so all El wants to do is cling to Mike and make out. Mike still has fear of losing El, so he shelters her away. El ostensibly spends little time with anyone but Mike, and only sees the others when he’s with her. Mike and El don’t talk. El calls him on the Supercom immediately after he leaves. They lie to their friends. El still apparently wasn’t on good terms with Max. There’s just nothing good about this relationship, and it’s really just because it’s based on nothing, a nothing they’ve mistaken for something.</p>
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Question: <p>Congrats on 411 followers! Keep up the great work. For the illustration prompt, would it be too much to have Will the Wise protecting a wounded paladin Mike?</p>
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Question: <p>Just rewatched s1 and the thing that i noticed - Mike did say that 'he's the only one that cares about Will', but what happens after El shows up? He forgot about finding Will and started pay attention to El only. Honestly, Lucas is the only one who truly wanted to find Will. Mike always defends El, he's always on her side! He literally fights with all of his friends because of her. And i don't think it's going to change in s4 or s5, so chances for byler are pretty low. They're almost nonexistent</p>
Answer: <p>Sorry, I disagree completely. Mike literally told Lucas that El was a weapon. When he went to Lucas’ house after Dustin told him to apologize, Mike outright said that El was a weapon. He wanted her back because he knew she was the only hope they had. Also, if Lucas cares about Will more than Mike, where was he in S2? Not by Will’s side. He was with Max, Steve, and Dustin. And he wasn’t in the shed either. That was Mike, Jon, and Joyce. Sorry, I disagree entirely.</p>
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Question: <p>If Byler turns out to be a non-canon, what ending would you choose for Will? For him to find another guy? Or maybe a girl? Or maybe he would have remained alone? Or would be completely asexual? Or is he better off dying a heroic death?</p>
Answer: <p>This is hard to answer because I don’t see an ending for Will that doesn’t involve him and his feelings for Mike. There will no doubt be more to Will’s story than just who he ends up with, but this is a key part. The writing currently just wouldn’t support any other resolution. Everything points to him and his feeling for Mike being critical to his story. Will coming to terms with his feelings has been hinted at, in increasingly obvious ways, since the beginning.</p><p>Dying a heroic death? No, definitely. He’s suffered enough already, and killing him off, even in a heroic sacrifice, would just be needlessly cruel. I don’t believe any of the main cast need to die in order to craft a fulfilling story. It’s not like the situation isn’t already dire. Will may try to sacrifice himself, as he was ready to do in Season 2, since one of his character traits is how unwanted he feels. He was rejected by his father, he’s bullied, and he felt abandoned by his best friend. Yet, the show has gone to lengths to show he’s actually very loved (particularly by Joyce, Jonathan, and Mike), so someone would manage to save him. Anything else would make it seem like he really was just as unimportant as he always saw himself.</p><p>Asexual? I have nothing against it, but there just isn’t anything set up to support it. Will said he was never going to fall in love, but he didn’t really sound like he believed it. It sounded more like the protest of someone who already has fallen in love.</p><p>Being with a girl? That would just be the ultimate queerbait ending. This would easily be insulting.</p><p>Being with another guy? I don’t like characters being invented just so another character has a romantic partner. Yeah, in real life, Will could very well get over Mike and find someone else, but this is a story. Also, the main reason I like Mike and Will as a couple is that they have a well-developed history. This would just be another forced relationship for the sake of the fans.</p><p>Remaining alone? Well, maybe, as long as it’s done correctly. It still wouldn’t be satisfying, and it would probably be a coward’s way out, but they can still write Will as gay, make it explicitly canon, and still have him single. Throw in some more subtle hints that he likes Mike and that they’ll get together in the future, and you have the cop out ending that doesn’t totally negate everything they did. I’d hate it, but it’d be my least hated of the given options. </p>
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Question: <p>Since which episode you started to think that Byler is going to be canon and that Mileven has an unhealthy relationship?</p>
Answer: <p>I don’t think there was any one single episode that made me think Byler would be canon. It sort of built up over season 2, though I suppose it solidified when Mike talked about meeting Will in kindergarten. Season 1 had already shown how fiercely Mike cared about Will, and Season 2 only made it more clear. Season 2 also showed how it was apparently mutual on Will’s part with him remembering Mike as his memories started to fade, crying when Mike talked about meeting him, and looking to Mike when he was asked to dance. Season 3 only reinforced that this interpretation was intentional, while also showing that Mike and El weren’t the sweet, happy couple fans thought they were.</p><p>It really wasn’t until Season 3 that I went from seeing Mileven as simply not healthy to explicitly unhealthy. Before Season 3, I was able to acknowledge that they just really never got a chance to develop any meaningful connections. They met during a period of high trauma, then El disappeared for a year. Even El’s poor treatment of Max could be explained by her not knowing how to process her feelings since she was already socially and emotionally stunted and had to remain hidden. Mike’s obsessive behavior with reaching out to her was easily explained as him grieving over her apparent death and feeling responsible for it. </p><p>But Season 3 showed that they never really grew close even 8 months later. True, we don’t know how much they were able to interact during the school year, but all we see them do is kiss. There’s literally no conversation or casual fun. El doesn’t even like it when Mike stops kissing her to sing. El is still possessive, and indeed literally clings to Mike when with the Party. She spends no time with anyone else until she meets up with Max, and even that is due to Mike. I feel like they’re intentionally failing the Bechdel Test here. Mike is still obsessive, bailing on the Party and spending every waking moment he can making out with her. El is rather easily convinced to dump him, and Mike makes no real attempts to apologize until after his fight with Will (suggesting that it was his guilt over Will that spurred him into action). El really only decides to say she loves him at a time of high stress for her. She’s moving away from Mike and has lost her father figure. She’s had a lot of time to try to talk about her feelings with Mike, but only does it then, suggesting it’s more of a need for security and a sense of control. Their intense emotional connection was always a product of their shared trauma. Nothing deeper developed during their 8 months of dating, and they really became codependent. That’s basically why I came to see them as unhealthy.</p>
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Question: <p>This is so random, and you have every right not to answer me, but I just wanted to say that once someone asked you what song you associate with Season 4 Jopper, and you wrote "Reunited" by Herb and Peaches. I have not heard this song before, but now I am just in love with it, so much that I really want to hear it in Season 4, it really suits Jopper. So thank you very much</p>
Answer: <p>Really? I always figured that was one of those songs everyone has heard. I mean, it was at one point. Wow, I guess I&rsquo;m just that old now. </p><p>Engaging midlife crisis&hellip;</p><p>Seriously though, I&rsquo;m glad I was able to bring some joy into your life. This blog shouldn&rsquo;t just be me lecturing about things I&rsquo;m only semi-qualified to discuss. </p>
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Question: <p>I respect your opinion, and even if our opinions do not agree, I always read your posts with rapture. My question is: if I understood correctly(correct me if I&rsquo;m wrong),you think that Jancy and Jopper don&rsquo;t have a deep connection, while Byler does? How does it manifest? Jancy and Jopper have always supported each other, they have a deep connection both emotionally and mentally. While Mike in Season 3 left a friend for a girl. I have nothing against Byler, just want to read your arguments</p>
Answer: <p>I appreciate your kind words. I can probably safely say that you are the first person to ever claim to feel rapturous because of me. The following is, naturally, my opinion, and, while I believe it to be an educated opinion, it is as such not meant to cause offense if it clashes with your or anyone else’s opinion.</p><p> think Jancy and Jopper are relationships with a mutual attraction. The problem is they haven’t really had much opportunity to develop in a healthy fashion. I don’t think either relationship is necessarily bad, but they are both still formed on a foundation of shared traumatic experience. Yes, each couple was acquainted before the supernatural horror entered their lives, but they weren’t close. They ended up growing close as they supported each other through the various crises that have cropped up. When we see them not in the midst of trauma, they are shown not really understanding each other very well. </p><p>Mike and Will, on the other hand, have known each other, and have been best friends, since kindergarten. Mike has always been intensely protective of Will and fearful of something happening to him. The thought of losing Will has been a great fear of his since season 1. Will and Mike trust each other in a way they don’t with anyone else. They reveal secrets to each other, sharing their vulnerabilities. Will starts to regain some semblance of control over himself after Mike relates the story of their first meeting. You can literally see his eyes change from a blank stare when Mike starts speaking to teary eyes when Mike finishes. </p><p>Season 3 was there to show us that every relationship had problems, but we never really got to see any definitive resolution for any of them. Jonathan and Nancy had no understanding of each other’s unique goals, insecurities, or hurdles, and this led to their fight. Jonathan couldn’t accept that Nancy, as a woman, needed to work twice as hard to get accepted. Nancy was blind to the fact that Jonathan couldn’t afford to blow the internship since he didn’t have family resources to fall back on. We never really see them apologize and acknowledge what each other are going through, and Jonathan even tosses Nancy’s careless Oliver Twist jab back at her. Meanwhile, Hopper and Joyce are just a mess. Joyce is still mourning Bob. Hopper asks her out to dinner, but also promises it’s not a date. Nevertheless, when she skips out on it to talk to Mr. Clark, he becomes enraged with her and bounces between admiration and callousness towards her for the remainder of the season. Neither one felt comfortable just telling the other their feelings. They finally agree on a real date at the end (where they weren’t even sure they would survive), but I don’t recall either one really apologizing (correct me if I’m wrong).</p><p>Mike and Will’s problems, meanwhile, aren’t about the failure to build the relationship, but, rather, the apparent (in Will’s mind) decline of it. It starts small, with Will being annoyed at Mike spending a lot of time with El (being late to the movie and bailing on Dustin’s radio booster). Still, we see that Mike is still intensely concerned for Will at the movie, and we see how much it hurts Will when it seems like Mike doesn’t care anymore. Their problems come across as more genuine because of their already established bond. Their fight is showcased as very dramatic, and perhaps even tragic, compared to the other two. We also see how each one is uniquely upset, with Mike chasing Will to apologize (Mike never apologizes that easily) and Will tearing down Castle Byers in anguish.</p><p>Mike and Will is also a unique situation in that they’re both boys. This makes it hard for both of them to even understand their feelings, let alone accept them. Mike is off trying to force a clearly empty relationship (all kissing, no shared interests or conversation) with El. He may well know that he has “inappropriate” feelings for Will, or he may just be unconsciously displacing his feelings onto El. Either way, comparing his “break ups” with both El and Will, we can see which one hurt him more. Meanwhile, Will is stuck in the cliche position of “gay kid in love with his best friend but has to pretend he isn’t.” This is the case whether he knows it or not. The fact that they’re both hiding feelings (from either themselves or each other) is a stark contrast to the trust they normally share. Their scene when Will packs up his D&amp;D set for donation is a bit closer towards being honest, but still guarded. They use D&amp;D as a stand-in for their feelings, with Mike afraid that Will is moving on, but Will reassuring him that it’s “not possible.” Neither one is ready just yet, but they’re letting each other know their feelings are still there.</p><p>Time makes relationships. Neither Jopper nor Jancy have really had the opportunity needed to grow compared to Byler. Jopper never really got going, and Jancy seems to have some problems that fans either don’t notice or prefer to ignore. If I’ve said it once, I’ve said it a thousand times, shared traumatic experiences do not magically make for good relationships. It’s not impossible for them to become closer, but it would have to happen as it would with any relationship. Supporting each other is only one part of a relationship, and Jancy and Jopper have some elements of that, though Season 3 shows us that it’s still sorely lacking. Mike and Will already had all of this before the show even started. </p><p>It makes me sad and angry sometimes when fans don’t even notice how strong Mike and Will’s feelings are for each other, but instead see new, struggling (and somewhat problematic) relationships as cute and romantic. Jancy and Jopper are both somewhat promising, but flawed, relationships that just haven’t had time, or the correct environment, to grow close. Byler has problems, but those problems are rooted in the fact that they were already very close, but in a situation where their closeness is changing meaning. I suppose it’s a bit of a cheat to have Byler ahead naturally simply because they were already written as close, but it still sets them apart from other couples.</p>
Tags: stranger things, byler

Post id: 627717859270868992
Date: 2020-08-28 18:13:20 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/627717859270868992
Slug: i-dont-know-if-youve-seen-it-but-millie-said
Reblog key: 4RT5WMFw
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>I don't know if you've seen it but Millie said this a recent interview (about El): "she loves Mike &ndash; I want them to get married. That&rsquo;s what I need. I need a wedding scene for Stranger Things, period." So she still doesn't know that Byler is happening, after reading the scripts for S4. I don't think Byler is going to be canon anymore, I think we just read too much into it, maybe they will make Will have a crush but that's it, and Mike is probably straight..</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, this doesn&rsquo;t really have any weight to it. Do you really think she&rsquo;s going to give away the ending by hinting at Mike and El getting married? This is her supposedly saying what she personally wants to happen. </p><p>There&rsquo;s three possibilities I see here:</p><p>1) She is playing to her audience. This statement is exactly what the people reading an interview in Glamour would be interested in. El getting her powers back and marrying Mike is exactly what the young female demographic wants from Stranger Things. </p><p>2) She is buying into her own hype. El was a breakout character who was brought back into the story because she was so popular. Millie has also had one of the most successful careers out of the cast since Stranger Things launched. It&rsquo;s possible that she sees it as the &ldquo;El Show&rdquo; and wants everything to center on her character. I personally feel that this would be a sad development, so I hope it isn&rsquo;t the case.</p><p>3) She is sort of speaking El&rsquo;s point of view. El would want to get her powers back. El would want to marry Mike. </p><p>At any rate, she isn&rsquo;t going to say anything that would give away key story elements. Her job with these interviews is to keep fans hyped for the show. </p>
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Question: <p>I don&rsquo;t like Season 3. The only advantages of Season 3 over 1&amp;2 seasons are 1)Great action 2)Strongest drama in the entire show(3x8) 3)El lost her power, it created a sense of dread for characters&rsquo; lives. One more thing: Season 3 was interesting from the beginning, while the beginning of Season 2 was boring. But in the middle of Season 2 interesting episodes went again, while in Season 3 each episode was worse than previous, except for 3x8. What advantages of Season 3 over others have you found?</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, I can’t really think of any. Even as I’ve found ways to reconcile Season 3 as more than it appears, it’s still my least favorite season. </p><p>I suppose one advantage it does have is that is shows a more realistic depiction of the romances that our heroes rushed into while under traumatic stress. I’ll include Joyce and Hopper in this even though they never formally got together since they agreed to a date at the end. These are not picture perfect romances. These couples argue, sometimes quite a lot, and show a serious lack of deep connection. We see what movies, and some TV shows, tend to ignore, as the romances are usually part of the finale. The ideal couples the fans fawn over are exposed as only being ideal in the minds of the fans.</p><p>I do like how the Duffers try to deconstruct common tropes. I don’t know if this one was intentional on their part, but it would increase my respect for them even more if it was. If you’ve followed me for any amount of time, then you know I hate the heteronormative idea of pairing off male and female characters just because, or the idea that shared trauma is a good foundation for relationships. The Duffers did seem to do a good job subverting those tropes, so in that regard I think Season 3 was ahead of the other two.</p>
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Question: <p>What is your % of belief that Mike and Will will be a canon couple by the end of the series? Despite all the "hints" that we find, mine is like 10% because I really don't think the Duffer Brothers are going to sacrifice a couple that has million of fans for a gay couple they didn't do enough foreshadowing for. (Like, the general audience is clueless about Byler. If they were going to do it I'm sure we would have more substance, instead of having Mike and El say they love each other).</p>
Answer: <p>90%, and I hedge simply because there’s no doubt some factors I can’t account for. </p><p>There’s tons of foreshadowing. The fact that most fans don’t see it is an indictment on those fans and their heteronormativity, not the Duffers. The Duffers, and their writing team, are crafting a story that they’ve had the big pictures for figured out for a long, long time. The fans shouldn’t, and I ultimately believe they won’t, be able to force a change of story. There would be a host of problems for abandoning Mike and Will’s arc only to have El be forever clinging to Mike.</p><p>I feel like I’ve gone over the reasons a million times, so I’m not going to reiterate them here. They’ve set it up, and it’d be pointless, not to mention cruel, to not follow through. Mike and El’s relationship still needed to be addressed, though, which is why it was shown to be not at all good in Season 3. Sorry if I come across a little harsh here, it’s not my intention, but I just get frustrated when people think Mike and El love each other just because they each said it despite the other not returning it. </p>
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Question: <p>If Byler is going to be canon, will it change El&rsquo;s attitude towards Will and Mike? Do you think Byler will affect(future)Hoppers/Byers happy family since El and Will are gonna be sibling, and Will will be in a relationship with El&rsquo;s ex?</p>
Answer: <p>It sounds like what you’re asking me is if other characters will react badly to Mike and Will if they end up in a relationship. I imagine in the short term the answer will be yes. People are still people. This will ultimately be an opportunity to show how good our heroes can be.</p><p>El would be upset at first. This isn’t me slandering her, rather it’s a likely event given what we know about her. She’s possessive of Mike. She used her powers to bump Max off her skateboard just because Max wanted Mike to allow her into the party. She then held a grudge against Max even though Max tried to be her friend. She literally clung to Mike in Season 3, and. despite apparent progress being made, returned to him (likely to grasp at some sense of control and/or security) at the end of the season despite his confusion. Based on all of this, I can’t see how she’d take it well, at first anyway. I’m not sure who she’d get more angry with. It was easy for her to get mad at Max since she didn’t know her, but Will is someone she already seems to care about. She may get mad at Mike for lying again, regardless of whether he did or not, since she apparently thinks they’re still together.</p><p>I wouldn’t worry too much about a Byers/Hopper family dynamic being ruined, though, as I think El would manage to come to terms with it before it came to that. Her main character arc is her discovering an identity after a lifetime of never being allowed to have one. This identity will ultimately lead her to seeing Mike as the friend he is, rather than the boyfriend she assumed he was supposed to be. I can’t really say how we get from point A to point B, as I’m not a writer, but I know enough about psychology and character development to see that this is what her overall journey is. She needs to find out who she is, and part of that is realizing that she was using Mike for security and stability. </p><p>I don’t think I could find satisfaction in the story if El and Will’s happiness were mutually exclusive. There are some fans out there who think Mike and Will can’t be together since it leaves El alone. That honestly is the major problem with the relationship: that El needs Mike. Honestly, I’d be thrilled if she were the one to break it off with Mike. I’d be doubly thrilled if it were because she managed to explore the possibilities of life now that she’s removed from Mike. If El comes to realize that she and Mike aren’t right for each other, then there should be no reason for things to be weird. She and Will as pseudo-twins would open up an entirely new dynamic with amazing potential, and I’d hate to see that opportunity go to waste because El can’t get over Mike. We’ve literally been waiting years for those two to bond. Well, I know I have been anyway.</p>
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Question: <p>How Hop survived? Did he jumped in UD and russians found him there later? Or blast transported him to Russia? Or he came down the stairs and russians picked him up when they ran away? And I'm wondering how in Season 4 will be shown how Hopper survived, since Harbour in Season 4 is much thinner than he was in Season 3. Maybe they will put something underneath Harbour&rsquo;s clothes to make his body bigger? Or maybe Duffers are so genius that they have already filmed this scene secretly during Season 3</p>
Answer: <p>The obvious answer seems to be that he somehow slipped through the portal, whether it was intentional or accidental. Somehow this supernatural explanation makes more sense than the more mundane explanation of him escaping, being captured by Russians, then being whisked back to Russia with the US military closing in on the mall. If any Russians did survive what happened, then they are likely now prisoners of the US government. This may result in some interesting developments in Season 4.</p><p>I never thought about how Season 4 might show Hopper surviving the blast. I mean, it seems like a no brainer that it would be explained, but, somehow, I never thought about it. The Duffers have gone on the record as saying that they don’t have everything figured out when they start filming, but they did go out of their way to show up that Russia was up to stuff and had an American prisoner. We also know that scenes are filmed that ultimately don’t make it into the show. These cut scenes can always come back as “flashbacks,” so I can see them having filmed it already. Alternatively, they could just film new scenes with practical and/or special effects to make him appear like he did in Season 3. </p><p>This is all assuming that he’s actually in Russia. It would seem contrived if he weren’t, but I’m a bit disappointed that they gave it away so quickly. His apparent death was supposed to be a wham moment, but they left us with so many reasons to believe he was alive and then gave us the teaser. This has me wondering if the swerve isn’t that he survived, but that his fate, being captured and whisked away to Russia, isn’t what it appears to be. On the other hand, maybe the reason they gave it away is because they knew nobody was really fooled. Perhaps that was all intentional in order to distract us from what they really have up their sleeves.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you have an account on TV Tropes?</p>
Answer: <p>No, I don’t. Why do you ask? </p><p>I love the site. I spend quite a lot of time on there poking around different tropes and works of fiction, but I never made an account. I just don’t see myself editing any of the pages. </p>
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Question: <p>i noticed that we rarely see will and el coincide together. the only time we&rsquo;ve really see them interact is in the upside down, which is odd considering el saved his life. the overwhelming amount of parallels they share make the coincidences very suspicious ( will disappearing following the boys discovering el on mirkwood, hopper preforming cpr on will bringing life back into him only for el sacrificing herself sending her to the upside down, in s2 only when will is sedated does el return)</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, it’s been hard to ignore the fact that Seasons 1 &amp; 2 were defined by El and Will almost taking turns being either missing, sedated or hidden away. It’s even more curious that in Season 3 we see both of them have problems with Mike. They also only speak to each other once when discussing the Mindflayer. Pretty strange considering El has twice helped save Will. We still don’t see them interact before they move away, and, as was pointed out to me recently, they don’t even leave in the same car. If we combine that with all of the cinematic and thematic parallels, then it becomes very hard to ignore the idea that there’s something special about the two of them. I’ve had my own ideas, and I’ve also spoken to a select few who have other theories which are intriguing. </p><p>There is some strange connection between the two of them. Whether that connection is merely thematic or actually something critical to the narrative is yet to be made clear, but this couldn’t possibly be an accident. The Duffers have gone on the record as stating that El wasn’t originally meant to return after Season 1, so when they decided to bring her back (ostensibly because of the popularity of the character) they needed to make her fit somewhere. They had to do something that would be consistent with both Season 1 and their original plan for the series as a whole. This is where one theory shared with me by some other bloggers starts to click with me. I won’t go into that theory as it is not my own, but the bloggers I’m talking about know who they are, and I welcome them to share their thoughts on it if they feel ready to. I’m not 100% sold on it, but I can’t deny that it fits the available evidence and, if done well, could make for a good story.</p><p>Long story short though, El and Will have to have some sort of connection. I refuse to believe that the Duffers and their writers could just consistently stumble into cinematic parallels and foreshadowing without intending it. Onlookers in a fictional setting would fail to notice things like this, like when Metropolis denizens don’t see the resemblance between Superman and Clark Kent or notice they are never in the same place at the same time. We are not fictional onlookers. We will notice things when, especially in a narrative where we can expect that there will be things to notice. Mr. Clark mentioned apophenia, the tendency to see patterns and meaning between unrelated things, to Joyce in response to her noticing the power surge and demagnetization occurred around the same time, but Joyce also ended up being right. </p>
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Question: <p>Sometimes I wonder about how relationships would realistically be affected by the kinds of experiences people pretty much only have in SF/F genre stories. Using Byler as an example, Will and Mike have very very few other people who can relate to what they've gone through, and none of them are likely (or even possible) romantic partners. Any thoughts about how (were they real people) that would affect how their relationship works, its prospects, etc.? Thanks!</p>
Answer: <p>This is the sort of thing that TV shows, movies, and books would usually hand wave or flat out ignore. Trauma is a lifelong ailment. It can be worked through via therapy and support, but it sticks with a person to one extent or another for the rest of his or her life. Getting into a relationship with someone who has experienced trauma requires being willing to accept a degree of secondary trauma, as it will surely manifest in some way during the relationship. In a world where supernatural elements are real, but the average person is unaware of them, there is a complication in the form of nobody believing that supernatural events really happened. Imagine being Will and trying to explain to someone new that you were kidnapped by a monster when you were 12, survived a week hiding in another dimension with a toxic atmosphere, then were possessed by a monster a year later. What are the odds that person sticks around?</p><p>We get a glimpse of what it may be like in Season 2 with Bob. Now, Bob is as good a guy as can be in the world of Stranger Things. He seemed to easily be settling into not only dating Joyce, but in joining her existing family unit that included two sons. He knew something was up with Will, but it’s clear that nobody ever told him anything close to what really happened. He assumed that Will’s issues were related to nightmares, and he did his best to help with that. He only briefly let confusion stop him before obeying Joyce’s order of “no questions” and solving the riddle of Will’s drawings. Then, he stuck with the crew to the tragic end after it started to become apparent how real it all was. The question we don’t get an answer to, though, is what would have happened if he was told of all this from the start?</p><p>Bob was able to accept the reality of what happened to Will because he ended up in the middle of it all when it happened for a second time. By then, he was already committed to Joyce and her sons, so he stayed with them. He may have had some serious questions after the fact, unfortunately he never got a chance to ask them. Even someone as good as Bob may have felt lied to through the omission of such information. I can’t remember if Joyce ever had a specific reason to not tell him. Maybe she never expected it to occur again, or she didn’t want to risk him getting entangled in the arrangements with the Lab since NDAs were signed. Still, secrets in a relationship are rarely a good thing. </p><p>Every member of the cast is now holding onto a huge secret that they can never really tell without putting that person at risk. Max knew there was a secret, and she badgered Lucas about it. He only broke down and told her because she felt she was being rejected. By letting her in on the trauma, he unwittingly made her become a part of it. She now carries that secret, too, which would compound that summer with the fact that she has to keep the circumstances of Billy’s death a secret from her stepfather. </p><p>All of this creates a cycle of secrets and stress leading to more secrets and stress. Relationships are about sharing burdens, but the people in the relationships need to be aware of the burdens and willing to accept sharing them. Who do you get to share the burden of a supernatural encounter? Who would listen and accept your story instead of judging you to have some sort of delusion? </p><p>This is a corner that writers of such stories can paint themselves into. Some might show the characters being unable to hold down relationships. Some may ignore the problem altogether until a new supernatural danger crops up, having their heroes in “normal” relationships with muggles who are unaware of what happened. It’s the part of the story that happens after the credits roll and before a sequel is conceived. </p><p>To use your example of Mike and Will, they really don’t have many people outside of their friends, who really know what happened. This limits who they can open up to and share the burden with. This also means that the people who they share the burden with already have their own burdens as well. Sometimes it is easier to share someone else’s burden than to cope with your own, but it still is compounding stress. They won’t even really have any therapists to talk to unless they are lab-associated. An unaware therapist would see these stories as some sort of delusionary state or, worse, signs of a more serious psychotic or dissociative disorder. </p><p>This all raises interesting questions about what the Duffers plan to do going forward. I like to believe they are talented writers who try to delve into the supernatural without ignoring the “real life” implications. Hiding trauma, supernatural or “mundane,” is very much a real world issue, so it shouldn’t be hard to incorporate it. The same goes for the impact it has on relationships. </p>
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Question: <p>1/2 Okay, Will is queer-coded or  queer period. We know that he will have a huge role in season 4. He will probably discover himself in this season. I know you ship byler, they got a healthy relationship, they have (height differences) but... since I very much love Will and is probably one of my favorite characters. And since is probably gay. I would not really like him being with Mike. I would prefer that he finds someone new. I don't really like the idea of him ending up with Mike.</p>
Answer: <p>2/2 It&rsquo;s not that I hate or dislike Mike and I&rsquo;ve noticed the differences between Mileven : Season 1&amp;2: Genuine and true love Season 3: Awkward and&hellip;( very cringe ) But I don&rsquo;t really like the dynamic of Byler. Even if they have nothing wrong AT ALL. They could acknowledge their feelings for each other. But I just prefer the friendship they have. And I agree El needs fresh air but I also believe Will needs someone else, something new, something different than Mike.  </p><p>First off, height difference really means nothing to me. I never quite understood why the fandom fawned over that. It sounds like an attempt to make gay relationships analogous to straight relationships through physical characteristics usually attributed to gender. The height difference was probably due to the age difference between the actors, for the most part, but now they’ll both be more or less finished growing. </p><p>To get to the meat and potatoes of your post, there wouldn’t be much of a reason to put Will with anyone else. It would waste a lot of buildup. Now, I wouldn’t be totally shocked to have them tease a love interest for Will. TV writers just love to do stuff like that. Ultimately, they’ve built up Mike and Will’s relationship as being the deepest, most sincere on the show. If that were to go nowhere, then I would wonder what it was all for. I’m personally curious as to why you are so opposed to their relationship developing further considering how natural it could be.</p><p>Honestly, in my experience, fans who oppose Mike and Will getting together are either 1) Mileven fans or 2) people who just hate Mike. You seem to have anticipated this, and you’ve claimed that neither is the case. You posted this Ask without any apparent malice, so I’ll take you at your word and simply ask what you have against Mike and Will being romantically linked. You’re entitled to your opinion, of course, and you’re welcome to interpret the information given by the show in the way that makes the most sense to you. I’m afraid I simply disagree. I support Byler because I see evidence of it, not the other way around.</p><p>I do want to address your characterization of Mike and El’s relationship in Seasons 1 &amp; 2. Now, I’m not going to say that 12-13 year olds can’t meet and, over time, fall in love, but this didn’t happen with Mike and El. He knew her for a few days in 1983, she disappeared for a year with Mike assuming she was dead, then she came back in 1984. There’s no chance for love there. A crush or puppy love, sure, and they care for each other, yes, but it’s not “true love. ”The awkwardness and “cringe” (as you put it) of Season 3 comes 7-8 months after they get together (if we assume they were together during Mike’s school year). It’s what their relationship grew into while they weren’t worrying about monsters or bad men.</p><p>In contrast, everything we still between Mike and Will is built on 8-9 years of friendship. Yes, their dynamic gets impacted by trauma, but, unlike every other romantic or would-be romantic relationship on the show, it’s not formed around the trauma. Yes, Will could stand to expand his horizons since moving away in the 80s made keeping relationships extremely difficult, but he didn’t have the same dependent and possessive attitude toward Mike that El did. </p><p>I admit, I’m a real sucker for the friends-to-lovers trope. To me, there’s nothing more beautiful than a relationship built on an emotional closeness growing into something more. Still, I need it to make sense. I don’t support relationships, especially to the extent of writing long blog posts, just because they “look cute.” Mike and Will really just seem like they’re holding back and hiding feelings whenever they have scenes together. We’ll ultimately see what happens. Just because it all makes sense to me, it doesn’t necessarily mean the Duffers intended it. It’s going to be quite a wait, so I thank you for keeping me busy.</p>
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Question: <p>What kind of a father do you think Hopper will be for Will? And how will he take the news that Hopper is going to be his adoptive father? I think Hopper will be a great father for the boys, especially for Jonathan, who needs a father even more than Will(since Jonathan replaced a father for Will, but Jonathan had no one).And if Will had a positive attitude towards Bob(who at that time had not yet sacrificed himself for everyone),then he certainly will accept Hopper well since he saved his life</p>
Answer: <p>I think Hopper could be a good father for him. He has some personal growth to do, which I think will be a big part of his story arc going forward. He’s very protective of those he holds dear, but he takes it to an extreme, which ultimately leads to those people resenting him. He becomes very controlling in order to keep them safe, and he can become irrationally angry when he senses he doesn’t have control of a situation. These would be rather large burdens to him having a good relationship with Will.</p><p>We’ve mainly come to assume that Lonnie was an abusive monster. There certainly is reason to think so given the information we have. We don’t really know that he physically abused Will, but it wouldn’t be surprising considering he was able to openly call him a “queer” and a “fag.” Will’s idea of a father figure in general likely isn’t very good to begin with. He got along with Bob well enough, but he was apparently the complete opposite of Lonnie: he was kind, accepting, and forgiving. Imagine if Will dropped Lonnie’s camcorder and broke it. </p><p>I’m sure Will respects Hopper and appreciates what Hopper has done for him. That’s different from having him in the house as a father figure. Hopper’s heart is in the right place, but he has some personality traits in common with Lonnie that could cause Will to see him in a similar light. This would be especially difficult considering Jonathan will likely be out and off to college by the time Hopper would join the Byers family. That would be a lot of change to go through for a kid who has already been going through so much change and experiencing trauma after trauma.</p><p>So, it’s not impossible for Hopper and Will to have a good father-son relationship, but it’s going to require careful work on Hopper’s part. I’m not even totally sold on the idea of Joyce and Hopper working out as a couple, but there is a possibility there. Hopper will have to confront and accept his flaws, deal with the underlying issues, and learn to acknowledge his fears without letting them control his behavior. If he can do that, which is no small feat (though could be handwaved in a TV show), he could achieve happiness with the Byers. If he can’t, then, well, he’ll just have to be content as a family friend.</p>
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Question: <p>Joyce is going to Russia: Winona, David and Brett shot scenes in Lithuania at the prison back in February.</p>
Answer: <p>That’s interesting. I knew they filmed scenes with David in Lithuania, and that’s likely where the teaser came from, but I didn’t know the others were there, too. </p><p>I still don’t know how they’ll get Joyce and Murray into the Soviet Union without serious handwaving, but I’m not a show writer. Either they go through a backdoor method, such as an Upside Down portal as Hopper presumably did, or it’s not really the Soviet Union as we’re led to believe. I can’t wait to find out. I just hope it’s good.</p>
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Question: <p>As far as I'm concerned you're like my ST guru, so I must ask you... Where would be a good place to let people know about my new multi-chapter Byler fic? As I don't have Tumblr I'm a bit stuck just on AO3. I'd appreciate any ideas you have!</p>
Answer: <p>Sorry, I’m not really the one to ask this. I don’t write, so I wouldn’t know the first thing about advertising a fanfic. </p><p>If any of my readers have any suggestions, please feel free to comment.</p>
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Question: <p>When El got out of the Upside down after rescuing the boys from the demogorgon, the portal did not close behind her, as did the portal in the tree when Nancy got out of it in Season 1. Did these portals somehow close, or did Duffers just forgot about them?</p>
Answer: <p>Considering that closing the gate has become such a big deal, the fact that there were multiple portals is a bit curious. It could always be a case of <a href="https://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Main/EarlyInstallmentWeirdness">Early Installment Weirdness</a> (link to TVtropes included), as they may just not have had everything nailed down yet early on. They may have initially meant for the multiple portals to be meaningful, only to shift attention to there only being one way in or out for the Mindflayer. Then again, those portals may still have some relevance.</p><p>See, it’s never really clear where those portals came from. Some might argue the demogorgon made them, but I’m not so sure. When the demogorgon would show up or leave, it never seemed to need a portal like that. There was no apparent portal in the Byers’ shed, for example, and when the demogorgon went to attack Joyce, Will was already speaking to her through a portal.</p><p>My understanding is that El escaped from the Upside Down almost immediately after defeating the demogorgon. I suppose they could argue that the portal she went through was the remnant of how the demogorgon got there, and then it sealed itself up shortly after she escaped. Otherwise, it’d be hard for the school to operate with a gigantic portal to another dimension in it. Still, it’s a rather big plot hole (no pun intended). If portals like this can exist, then just why is the Gate such a big deal? Now that the Mindflayer and its minions know about the “real” world, it should be able to make portals at will if that’s how they were created in the first place. Yet, somehow the Mindflayer is crippled with the Gate closed. </p><p>I want to believe there’s a greater significance to the Upside Down than it just being a scary mirror dimension populated by monsters. The demogorgon opening these portals just doesn’t really tie everything together. If it was able to open a portal and take Will through it, how did he get away? How did the portal in the Byers house appear if Will got there before the demogorgon? How did Eleven end up in the Upside Down when she killed the demogorgon? </p><p>It all suggests that it wasn’t as simple as the demogorgon opening up these portals, but I imagine that’s the story they’re going to go with. We know they didn’t have everything figured out yet when they did Season 1. El wasn’t even supposed to live, but they brought her back. A second season was originally meant to be in the Party’s adulthood, but I suppose they decided to expand the story when it became a hit. This required them to rethink some of their ideas to make it a longer story. So, while I’d love there to be a deeper meaning (such as the Upside Down being Will’s unwitting creation), I think they’re just going to handwave all of that away.</p>
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Question: <p>Hey  I love your blog and your analysis, I wanted to ask you something related to byler, I have started to think if byler will make canon ... how would they do it exactly so that the message is captured?  Guy wanted to know your thoughts or if they would meet at s5 at the end or at S4?  Or the public would say that it is forced is my biggest fear that the audience will have a negative reaction ... and what would be the perfect ending for them according to you?  I wait your answer:)</p>
Answer: <p>I don’t worry too much about audience reaction. The Duffers set out to tell a story, not to make people happy. I’m sure they’d like to make people feel happy with that story, but it’s not their primary aim. The audience is going to think anyway regardless of what the show actually portrays. Every “canon” couple in Season 3 (Lucas/Max, Mike/El, Joyce/Hopper, Nancy/Jonathan) was a mess to one degree or another in Season 3 despite their popularity among fans. </p><p>This is really because the Duffers are showing what these relationships would really look like. They all got close during times of extreme stress and trauma. We instinctively seek safety and comfort in times like these, and if we can end up mistaking those feelings for something more or run the risk of the same connection not being there when a situation is more normal. Even Lucas and Max, who started to bond before Season 2′s plot kicked into high gear, still had the danger being a catalyst for them getting closer. Joyce and Hopper may not have officially gotten together, but they danced around each other for a while after Season 2′s plot brought them close together, then finally agreed on a date during another dangerous event. </p><p>The difference with Mike and Will would be that they’d have a pre-existing history: 7 years of friendship before the horror show began. They were already close. It actually isn’t too hard to transition that to a relationship. They would just have to be able to show that the feelings have been there for a long time. I don’t know how they’d actually go about doing it. I’m not a story teller or a director. I think it’d help to show or tell of events from their past to reinforce how close they already are and how important they are to each other. </p><p>It needs to be, despite the cliche, a slow burn, or at least as slow as a TV series can allow. Mike needs to come to terms with his feelings after thinking he was a “normal” straight kid. He spent Season 3 really just going through the motions of having a girlfriend and making a show of his relationship while simultaneous hiding it from everyone. I think he knows how he feels now, but that doesn’t mean he’s going to just be ok with it. Will needs to accept himself for who he is. Despite what Jonathan has told him, Will still feels like he’s not allowed to like boys since that’s what people say. This is what his weak “I’m&hellip;not gonna fall in love.” was all about. </p><p>Mike and Will’s relationship needs to be a process. I can see Season 4 being where they both accept themselves and their feelings, and Season 5 being where they get together. Fans should probably know, or at least it should be very easy to infer, that they like each other by the end of this coming season. Fans will say it’s forced, I’m sure, but that’s inevitable with any gay relationship. Heteronormative fans just have a lot of trouble understanding or accepting that people can be anything but straight, so they’ll always consider it forced or pandering or whatever. As far as I’m concerned, those people need to be upset since they need to start questioning their worldview.</p>
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Question: <p>i have a serious question thats been playing around in my head for a while now. i don&rsquo;t like to assume sexuality or anything, so it&rsquo;d be rude to make a post about this or anything, but Finn Wolfhard always tends to make things look romantic between male costars LMFAO. so sometimes i wonder if it&rsquo;s accidental how he looks to Noah&rsquo;s lips every now and then, or if it&rsquo;s scripted (feels unlikely :\). Finn did the same with reddie after all, claiming he had no idea, yet every look just screams canon.</p>
Answer: <p>I know little about acting, but I do know a thing or two about behavior. If Finn Wolfhard has a pattern of body language then it is likely connected to something. I haven’t seen anything else that he is in, though I was aware that he said his IT character wasn’t gay before the second movie came out. I would really doubt they’d keep something like that from him though, as he would need to be able to convey the proper emotions (romantic vs platonic in this case). </p><p>I don’t really know enough about Finn Wolfhard’s work outside of Stranger Things. The fact that his scenes with male costars seem romantic may simply be because they’re meant to be. Has he had any work outside of Stranger Things where he’s romantically linked to a female character, and, if so, does he do similar things there? Regardless of whatever his sexual orientation may be, Finn Wolfhard, or any actor for that matter, would have mannerisms that show up across roles.These mannerisms would be influenced by how the actor naturally expresses particular emotions relevant to that scene. So, while a script may not say “Mike looks at Will’s lips briefly,” Finn Wolfhard may be given direction about how Mike sees Will that informs how acts out those scenes. If he knows his character has feelings for another character (good or bad), he is going to let that show in a way that is natural to him. If he wasn’t meant to do it, then they’d just reshoot the scene until he did it the way it was intended. I highly doubt he looked at Noah’s lips on every good take. If Mike and Will’s scenes seeming romantic wasn’t intended, then I’d have questions about the directing for allowing it to seem that way.</p>
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Question: <p>i&rsquo;ve had my doubts on whether everything you say is what the duffers are meaning to convey. and it&rsquo;s confusing because honestly, all your analyses make a lot of sense and you&rsquo;re good at connecting the pieces, but sometimes i&rsquo;ve had my doubts on whether the duffers are actually meaning to do these things. for some reason, it&rsquo;s hard for me to believe they&rsquo;d go through with all the stuff that makes sense, (ex; there&rsquo;s so many clever byler/etc. hints, but they sometimes feel likely not to happen)</p>
Answer: <p>I understand what you’re saying. I appreciate the kind words you had for my work here, and it doesn’t negate that when you say it doesn’t necessarily match what the Duffers are intending. I do my best to piece together what we’re given into a logical conclusion, but that doesn’t meant that there is only one correct way to piece things together. I like to believe I do a good job in analyzing things and minimizing any biases I may have, but that doesn’t mean I’m correct. I ultimately lack insight into the Duffers’ plans.</p><p>It really makes sense to me that Mike and Will are going to end up together. If they were two of my students, and I was witness to some of the interactions they’ve had, I’d probably be patiently waiting for one of them to come to me for guidance (I have had some students come to me for such things before). I didn’t start connecting dots in order to support Byler. I support Byler because I started connecting dots that pointed towards it. If it didn’t end up happening, I would be confused and want an explanation as to why all the previous evidence was there.</p><p>It’s particularly difficult to read interviews where the Duffers speak of how they often change Season scripts during filming. A lot of plot points were changed, or outright added, because of how the Duffers felt about the actors or on suggestions from the actors. Robin being gay was a decision largely lobbied by Maya Hawke herself, El was supposed to have sacrificed herself in Season 1 and not return, Steve wasn’t originally supposed to grow into such a likable character, and Billy’s Season 3 arc was meant to be a smaller part in Season 2. At least, this is what they tell us. All of those examples, except Robin’s, are things that seem so large to think about in terms of their importance to their story. To now be told they weren’t the original plan seems to pull into question how fleshed out the Duffers’ plan is.</p><p>They’ve stated they have a big book, a mythos, for Stranger Things. This would ostensibly be the basis that everything else is built upon. We likely won’t learn of everything in that book, and nothing in it is necessarily set in stone, but it’s been used by the Duffers and others to support how thought out the show is supposed to already be. The Duffers and others, particularly David Harbour, have said that they already know how it will end. The fact that they have this mythos already planned out and an intended ending leaves me curious as to how they’re able to so easily make changes to the script without risking a logical progression. I know TV is a creative medium that doesn’t necessitate total realism, but things should still make sense. </p><p>Is Robin being gay that inconsequential to the story they’re telling? Does nice guy Steve really have no tie to any themes or messages the narrative is expressing? Is there really no reason for me to be doing character and story analyses in the first place if the Duffers’ plans are so loose that nothing can be predicted? I mean, I ultimately enjoy doing them, even if just as a thought exercise to practice my skills, but nobody enjoys doing work and finding out it’s for nothing. In the end I guess it isn’t really for nothing, even if I’m wrong, since I have you and others out there who enjoy them. </p>
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Question: <p>For the 411 followers celebration thing (congratulations!!), this might be cheating because it's two together, but: nervous Will trying to make friends with Dart?</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you, <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MUZ6jV8nZ5TZSfOr-7rqfWA">@alteritymonster</a> !</p><p>I think that Will would enjoy cautiously sharing his favorite candy with Dart. (Reese’s Pieces are a million times better than nougat, and much easier to share with friends.)</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1500" data-orig-width="1500"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c1241edefd6c7f3c45508ee6d90b2ccb/d7a93c4a1d86f1e2-26/s640x960/fe4a1d3930594205475797d58f04f6cad970c01b.png" data-orig-height="1500" data-orig-width="1500" alt="image"/></figure></div>
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Question: <p>Do you have any takes on Steve's family life? He seems to be the only major character in the show so far whos parents have never been shown or given much focus, and theres a lot of discussion in the fandom about them, mostly because the writers havent given us much info about them in canon, so i guess that gives us more space to make up our own theories about them..</p>
Answer: <p>I think the writers have given us enough to at least form some rough idea on the Harrington home life. </p><p>Steve is basically a look at what Nancy could have been had she not been so driven to succeed on her own merits. He’s similarly from a well-off family, possibly even more well-off than the Wheelers. Like Karen and Ted, we get hints that Steve’s parents do not love each other. Aside from his lack of a sibling, Steve mentions both of his parents going out of town for his dad’s business trip, with the suggestion that his mother doesn’t trust his father on his own. She was perhaps a younger wife (as Karen was to Ted), possibly chosen for her looks or status. Steve may not be as intelligent as Nancy, but he’s surely savvy enough to notice that his parents don’t like each other. A situation like that does not usually result in well-adjusted children. </p><p>Even some of the little things hint to a bad home life.Steve considers himself stealthy as a ninja, yet he’s promptly spotted by Mike during one of his visits to Nancy. A roll of Mike’s eyes suggests that it may not be the first time he’s caught Steve in the act. Sure, Steve may just be bragging to impress, but he may well think he is stealthy. Unfortunately, it may be due to the fact that it may be insanely easy for him to sneak out of his house. His parents could very well not even pay attention to him enough to realize he’s gone. </p><p>Steve has no respect for his parents, and this may be his own act of rebellion. It’s unlikely that the party was the first time Steve was left on his own. Steve could be slacking off because he wants to stick it to his parents, mainly his father, who no doubt wants a son who will follow his success, one he can brag about. I don’t quite remember, but I think Steve may have even have been dead set against going to work with his dad. Unfortunately, his attitude leaves him with poor grades and poor prospects. His dad forces him to get a job in Season 3, and he ends up slinging ice cream. </p><p>We get the sense that Steve has no direction in life. He couldn’t even muster up a decent college essay with Nancy around to help him This supports that idea that his life was basically being set out before him with little input of his own. This is what makes his character development so heartwarming, as we’re seeing this directionless rich boy, who would have been a one-dimensional villain in any other TV or movie, develop into a brave, caring young man who is learning to value people and relationships instead of status and things. It’s been a far different road, but Steve is actually following in Nancy’s footsteps in trying to avoid his parents’ own mistakes. For that reason alone, he’ll always be King Steve in my book.</p>
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Question: <p>i was gonna make a post on this, but i kinda wanna ask you first. i know you probably don&rsquo;t usually do analyses for irl things, but do you think the cast may have been told to do certain things in certain interviews, by the duffers/etc., as hints or something? i&rsquo;ve been binging them recently and can&rsquo;t help but notice extreme red flags that could mean something. but i might just be over analyzing :/ idk. thoughts? </p>
Answer: <p>I don’t mind answering any Ask made in good faith, but I’m far from an expert on this topic. I generally answer these in the order they come in, and now it’s your turn.</p><p>I imagine, if I were the creator/writer of a TV show or movie franchise, that I would try to strictly control the flow of information to the media and fans. I don’t personally follow the interviews that the Duffers and actors take part in, so I only know any information that I stumble upon either here on Tumblr or elsewhere. I just don’t put any particular faith in these interviews since 1) the Duffers won’t want anyone getting anything too meaty that could give things away, and 2) the actors probably only have limited information themselves. The actors could also play mindgames with fans even when they do know something. David Harbour seemed to be coy about Hopper’s fate, suggesting he may have known something, but it could always be a veteran actor move to get fans talking without having to say anything of substance. He also mentioned circa Season 2 that he knew how the show was going to end. It’s possible the Duffers have told him things, but, even if they did, it doesn’t mean what he knows is correct. Leaks can sometimes happen (I believe Tom Holland had quite a reputation on the MCU circuit), but I also wonder if those are generally intentional to get the fans going.</p><p>I’d say it’s safe to assume that anything the Duffers say is relatively benign. Anyone can slip up here and there and mention something unintentionally, but they’d probably stop giving interviews if they let too much slip. I’ve seen that they’ve made changes over time, or at least they’ve claimed to, such as having El return in Season 2. I’d hate to even consider it, but you have to wonder if they’d ever flat out lie to keep fans on their toes. I’d rather assume not, as being blatantly dishonest is different from being intentionally vague and misleading, but what do I know about producing a TV show?</p><p>Please feel free to share these red flags you’ve noticed, as you never know when you may have considered something that others haven’t. Everyone’s thoughts are valid so long as they’re made honestly and with due consideration. Since you seem to follow the interviews closely, you may well have some good insights that I just wouldn’t be able to come up with.</p>
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Question: <p>Assuming Joyce is going to be venturing to Russia to rescue Hopper, how do you think she will balance this huge task with her job as being a mother to Will, El, and Jonathan?</p>
Answer: <p>This is something that bugs me. Just how is Joyce, an American citizen, going to get into Soviet Russia without attracting attention? It’s a ridiculous idea when you think about it. Even for a show where realism goes out the window to allow for the supernatural, Stranger Things usually grounds the “normal” characters in their mundanity. </p><p>If Joyce goes off to Russia (as we’re assuming that’s where Hopper is), then it must be by some backdoor means. Perhaps she uses a similar method as Hopper himself, like stepping through the Upside Down. Personally, though, my money is on Joyce not going there. There’s just no way she would be able to manage it without help, but those who might be able to, like Dr. Owens, should be too smart to allow someone without any training in espionage or diplomacy to enter a hostile nation. I just have trouble with this.</p><p>Assuming that Hopper is indeed in Russia, my money is on him escaping. He’s shown himself to be resourceful before, and we know we’ll be finding out more about his past, such as his time in Vietnam. We could very well see a prison break. We know the Russians were working on their own Upside Down experiments, so he may be able to get himself back to a gate and get back through. Joyce’s job may well be to open a gate on the American side for him to come through. </p><p>Regardless of whether Joyce goes to Russia or not, she will likely have trouble handling her parental duties. Jonathan doesn’t really need a parent (in that he’s responsible and old enough to care for himself). I have bad feelings for El and Will. Not only have I toyed with the idea of one or both of them being made into subjects for Brenner, but we have to think about the fact that Lonnie’s actor was spotted at the table read. Will Joyce somehow lose custody? She’ll definitely be up to something, possibly alongside Murray. She may end up in legal trouble and/or physical danger somehow if she runs afoul of the wrong people.</p><p>We can sometimes forget about the regular day-to-day parts of characters’ lives, such as parenting, when we get caught up in relationships and supernatural goings-on. Joyce is still a mom, and a hard working one at that. Season 3 did show us, however, that she’s developed considerable paranoia and single-mindedness as a result of what happened to Will in Seasons 1 &amp; 2. This may result in her parenting being called into question, or her somehow losing custody of Will and El. Considering she has no legal claim to El to being with, it raises the question of what would happen to her. </p><p>It’s going to be a long wait to find out what happens. Hopefully they will be able to restart filming next month as planned.</p>
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Question: <p>When Lucas and Dustin were hanging out with Max, Mike was annoyed that they preferred the girl to a friend, but when El returned, Mike began to behave the same. Double standards?</p>
Answer: <p>Double standard, yes, but it’s more complicated than that. I touched on it a bit with <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/625900653239255040/why-do-you-lie-a-look-at-a-gay-mike-wheeler">my recent Mike post</a>, but basically I see these as situations we’re meant to connect together. You can even add Dustin and Dart to this as well.</p><p>Deep down, Mike knows that he couldn’t really have bonded that strongly with El considering they have nothing in common and he barely knew her. Since admitting it would require him to confront that reality, he instead projects onto Dustin and Lucas, attributing his errors onto them (be they valid criticisms or not). This allows him to vent his internal anxiety without addressing the underlying issue. It’s not healthy, but it’s a common thing that we’ve all likely done before. The thing about Mike is that he’s at his most honest when he’s angry, at least in terms of what he’s mad about. He still directs his anger away from himself and towards other people.</p><p>Dustin and Dart bond over nougat. It’s a situation that Mike openly claims to be ridiculous. He also has concerns over how dangerous Dart could be, as is ready to (try to) smash it with a radio microphone. This mirrors concerns that Dustin and Lucas had over Mike bonding with El. It was mostly Lucas, but Dustin does talk to Mike as the voice of reason to let him know that he wasn’t any happier that Mike was focused on the first girl who didn’t think he was a weirdo. Mike and El didn’t (and still don’t, really) share anything in common when they bonded. Mike was simply keeping her safe in exchange for her help. Dustin, similarly, tried to keep Dart safe in exchange for his help, that being satisfying Dustin’s insatiable scientific curiosity (and letting the party go in exchange for snacks).</p><p>That one might have been a hard sell, but the Max situation should be easy for any fan to see similarities in. Max shows up, likes to skateboard, is assertive, and is great at video games. Already we see a formula for the boys to like her, and Dustin and Lucas are instantly interested. Mike considers the situation stupid, and even tells Max he can’t hate her since he doesn’t know her. Considering he knows her as well as, if not more than, he knew El at that point, that says a lot. He’s seeing his friends about to make the same mistake he did, and he lashes out. He takes his anger, which really is pointed at himself, out on them and Max (who has no idea what the hell is going on). </p><p>Similarly, when Mike blows up at Hopper, he’s really unloading all of his pent up self-hate. Yes, he almost certainly was angry with Hopper for hiding El, but he was also likely yelling at himself (”I blame you!”). He had been holding himself responsible for what had happened to El for a year. All he wanted to know is whether she was ok. He needed her to be ok. Hopper may have prevented him from finding out, but he considered himself the reason she was endangered since he used her, exposing her to the dangers of the demogorgon.</p><p>This trend of his inner anger manifesting as anger towards others continues in Season 3. He gets all over Max for playing around with El’s powers and encouraging her to use them, despite El being the best suited to stop the Mindflayer. He’s using Max as a substitute for his Season 1 self, yelling at her for endangering El and risking her life. A keen viewer will likely notice that Mike took similar actions as Hopper did in Season 2 by hiding El away at the cabin most of the time. He isn’t being flagrantly hypocritical here. Instead, he’s doing it for the same reason Hopper did: protection. He’s terrified of something bad happening to her again, and he thinks that by doing this he can absolve himself of his guilt.</p><p>Mike is a young man who harbors a lot of self-hate. He blames himself for a lot of the bad things that have happened. As the paladin, he no doubt holds himself responsible for the safety and well-being of his friends. He wants to be the knight in shining armor, but he’s still just a 14 year old boy. He’s making a lot of mistakes along the way, and each one only adds to his burden. </p>
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Question: <p>Do you like El? I got the impression that you don't really like her. And if you consider Byler as endgame, what kind of ending do you expect for El? Season 2 reminded me that El supposed to die in Season 1. This is immediately felt, since I got the impression that the Duffers simply do not know what to do with her, she had a rather boring story in Season 2. The only thing that added interest to her story was her relationship with Hop. But this is more Hop&rsquo;s Arc, and El is just an addition to it.</p>
Answer: <p>I like El. That is to say, I like the idea of the character. I think she was very well written in Seasons 1 &amp; 2, and she’s been very well acted by Millie Bobby Brown. It was really Season 3 that soured me on her, and that’s more of a criticism of the writing than the character. I’d like to believe that her depiction in Season 3 is intentional, and that they have plans to build on it, but it still remains to be seen. Her story is complex in that her personal journey is overinfluenced by others, and this results in her appearing to not have her own journey. Season 3 can still work with that story, as long as it was meant to demonstrate that she has a ways to go still. </p><p>Basically, El is a tricky character to work with. Her lack of social and emotional development early in life should result in a stunted child who has difficulty adapting to a more normal life. This is what we see in Seasons 1 &amp; 2, and it was handled very well. El had a basic set of personal values that drove her actions: personal survival, protection of her friends, and a desire for freedom. She had little opportunity for growth considering that she went from being raised in the very restrictive lab to spending a year in Hopper’s cabin with little besides him and TV for models of behavior. Her “spying” on Mike isn’t terribly unusual given her isolation and the fact that she bonded with him the most. The possessive behavior, such as knocking Max off her skateboard, is concerning, but not terribly unusual given her upbringing. When she finally reunites with the Party, she makes sure to share a moment with Dustin and Lucas, showing that she missed them as well as Mike. She also checks in on Will while he’s unconscious, so one would think she’d want to get to know him.</p><p>Then comes Season 3, and, suddenly, El is fine about being stuck in the cabin so long as Mike is with her. She seems to care little about seeing Dustin or Lucas outside of helping the Party with Dustin’s surprise welcome home. I don’t recall her interacting with Will at all. She also seems to be incredibly dismissive of Hopper, despite their Season 2 arc seeming to be how much they love each other despite each having difficulty adapting to a father/daughter relationship. This would ostensibly be Mike’s influence on her, but it still shows a major compromise of her values, as well as a regression of her Season 2 development. We’re seeing her use Mike as a sort of safety blanket (she literally clings to him when Dustin shows off his gadgets), and she continues to do so until she catches him in a lie. </p><p>I do sometimes wonder if the Duffers painted themselves into a corner with her. She was a very popular character, which I suppose led to them adding her to Season 2. They claimed that they originally intended for her to have truly died in the act of killing the demogorgon. Her power level necessitated keeping her away from the threat for most of Season 2, resulting in the seemingly out of place episode where she goes to see Kali. Any development from that arc is missing in Season 3 aside from a single mention of “bitchin’” by El. She lacks the assertiveness, sense of camaraderie, or even personal style that this episode seemed to impart onto her. Instead, she’s revealed to still be a chameleon of sorts, taking on the qualities and mannerisms of whomever she is currently attached to. She goes from having Mike’s flippant arrogance to Max’s sassy assertiveness. </p><p>This is all something I could live with, and even appreciate, as long as it leads somewhere. I’m begging for Season 3 to all have been a means to hammer home that El is not developing in a healthy fashion. If that ends up being the case, then I will be happy. </p><p>A sense that I dislike El may come out in regards to her powers, though. I have a dislike for super powerful characters who can solve any given problem. Season 3 was heavily reliant on El. Unlike Season 2, El is present at each occasion where her powers are beneficial, and she is subsequently able to win, to one degree or another, each time. It was particularly frustrating during the sauna test. She is shown being overpowered by Billy, which could have been a good occasion to show that El can’t do it alone, as well as her friends not being totally helpless. Instead, they have Mike utterly fail at helping, and El manages to suddenly bounce back and defeat Billy even though she had just failed a moment prior. They may have shown El struggling, increasingly so, but she was still able to win every battle. Seasons 1 &amp; 2 carefully spooned out her powers until their climactic battles, but not Season 3.</p><p>I suppose, given that I think Season 3′s over-the-top, in-your-face action was intentional, that they wanted to highlight the overreliance on El, and also show that her powers can’t constantly save the day. They do ultimately have her powers vanish, requiring the rest of the cast to figure things out. Still, it was frustrating to also have her be the only to break Billy away from the Mindflayer’s control. That really should’ve been Max’s role, if anyone’s, and it was just another “El saves the day” moment that grated on me. Yes, she did it without her powers, but only because her powers gave her the knowledge to put it to work. </p><p>I imagine Season 4 will involve her coping with life without powers, which I think will be great. Not only will it serve as a plot necessity to keep her from finding Hopper, but it gives her a chance to be a regular kid. Her biggest character arc, hinted at by Max, is that she needs to discover who she is. While she had some growth in Season 2, limited though it may have been, she regressed in Season 3. She won’t be able to cling to Mike or Max now that she’s moved away. It’s been her tendency to simply emulate others that has held her back. Her being Hopper’s daughter is much a part of her arc as it is his. She doesn’t know how to have a father due to her only previous experience being “Papa.” Her attitude with him in Season 3 wasn’t her learning how to be a typical teenager. Rather, she was emulating Mike, making it a symptom of her larger problems. </p><p>El, ultimately, hasn’t achieved even a rudimentary sense of self, and Mike is partially to blame for it, albeit uninentionally. Anytime El has shown any growth, she’s ultimately reverted in order to be with Mike again. El is better without Mike, and vice versa. They were codependent, unhealthy. Their relationship isn’t necessarily beyond repair, but it would almost require a complete reboot. I think it would be extremely limiting for her story have her end up with Mike when we’ve already seen how bad it’s been for both of them. An ending for El should involve her discovering who she really is outside of Mike’s, or anyone else’s, influence. It should involve El finally being part of a family (be it just Hopper or an integration into the Byers), as well as learning to be part of a larger group of friends instead of attaching herself to one person (as she did with Mike and Max). It had to have been intentional to show her lack of interaction with other characters. Otherwise, it’s just bad writing. The Duffers may have made a risky decision in bringing back a character they originally didn’t plan to, but I choose to believe they did so with at least some idea of what to do with her.</p>
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Question: <p>If the Byers family and El were to reunite with the rest of the characters at some point in the story, do you expect it to be at the end of the season anyway where all the characters meet up as usual? Or do you think they could possibly meet up before that? And do you think Mike's line about "meeting at Christmas/Thanksgiving" has some hint behind it or was it just something Mike casually suggested? Because a lot of ppl were expecting a Christmas setting in S4 solely based on that one line.</p>
Answer: <p>I hadn’t really considered the fact that the Byers wouldn’t reunite with the rest of the cast until later on. It’s very much a possibility, though a sad one. Perhaps there won’t be a total reunion, but I would think that we’d see some visitation even if it’s through flashbacks or only a couple characters (Mike visiting them?). I do think that the end of the season would include a big reunion, perhaps even the Byers returning (assuming Hawkins is even fit for habitation) if this is the last season. If it’s not the last season, then perhaps the gang gets back together for the climax, only for Hawkins to need to be evacuated, and everyone is scattered in the chaos. This might result in not only there not being a real reunion with the Byers, but in the party being even more fragmented. Eh, like I said in my last post, I’m a bad storyteller. I enjoy speculating about things, but don’t expect what I say to be in any way predictive of what would actually happen.</p><p>The whole meeting at the holidays thing bugs me because it’s one of those things that might mean something, but also might mean nothing at all. It’s a pretty normal conversation to have when a friend is moving away in October. Then again, they didn’t have to mention a specific visit in the first place. If it means anything, then it might have been a hint to the original release of Season 4. They had starting filming in January or February of this year, and I think I read that they intended to wrap in August. That would have potentially allowed for a holiday release (I don’t know how long post-production takes). It may or may not have indicated a time of year for the setting, though they have seemed to like to line up the seasons with the time of year they take place.</p>
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Question: <p>This is kinda stupid, and doesn&rsquo;t really mean anything, but do you think the entire season would&rsquo;ve gone in a completely different direction if Mike had broken up with her first? It&rsquo;s a very unlikely scenario, since Mike initiated the whole relationship thing in the first season, and was &ldquo;blind because you like that a girls not grossed out by you&rdquo;, but it&rsquo;s just a thing that ran through my mind and that i thought you might be able to properly convey.</p>
Answer: <p>First off, nothing about this is stupid. You had an idea, wondered if it would have changed the events of the season, then asked someone for their opinion about it. That’s what we really should be doing with our ideas, and I’m honored that you’d think to bounce yours off me. I usually annoy the hell out of a select few with my thoughts before I write posts about them.</p><p>As for your question itself, yes, I do think things would have gone very differently. There would have needed to be some motive for Mike to break up with her, which I suppose is up to our imaginations (realized he didn’t like her that way, felt afraid of Hopper, etc.) I suppose in some ways it wouldn’t have been terribly different from how he ditched her, which prompted her to go see Max. She may have still reacted that way, setting the plot in motion where she and Max bond and stumble upon Billy’s shenanigans. This would ensure that the main plot still goes down as intended, leaving only details to be different.</p><p>So, if the plot more or less continued as normal, then I imagine El wouldn’t have been trying to make up with Mike (at least until the finale like in the actual season). It would be weird for Mike to break up with her and then try and get back together with her, but I suppose that would depend on the circumstance behind the breakup and whether this version’s Mike would be similarly going along with whatever Lucas said. Perhaps the fight with Will doesn’t happen, resulting in there needing to be another plot development that leads to them finding out Will can sense the Mindflayer. This was what prompted the boys and girls to meet up to find out if Billy was flayed, so if this doesn’t happen then maybe the squads (Griswold Family, Scoops Troop, etc.) would be different. It would open the door for some changes to story progression.</p><p>Then again, perhaps the only reason El didn’t try to make up with Mike originally is because Max had already convinced her to break up with him. This El wouldn’t necessarily have had that type of character development pre-breakup, resulting in Max perhaps taking the role of exasperated friend trying to convince El that it’s over. I dunno, I don’t think I would have liked this. I think El was already too focused on Mike in Season 3, so potentially having her try and convince Mike to take her back would have harmed her character. I suppose it would have worked out for the best so long as she showed some growth in the end. Perhaps this El would have gone an opposite route, wanting him back initially, but accepting it in the end? We need strong, independent El eventually. It’s a step back to have her clinging to Mike (hopefully that changes in Season 4).</p><p>This is an interesting thought exercise, but my limited ability at storytelling is hindering me here. I still think the main story would be unharmed by this, but it’s hard for me to speculate as to how the little things would change. If any of my readers who consider themselves writers want to take a crack at this, please be my guest. </p>
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Question: <p>Please rank ST seasons. Imo, Season 3 lacks Season 1 &amp; 2&rsquo;s gothic atmosphere, mysteries, detective, character development and chemistry between them. I don&rsquo;t know what Differs were thinking by adding such stupid plotlines like evil russians or a bunch of kids being able to sneak unseeing in a russian basement. Or stupid dialogues like between Mike and El, Alexei&rsquo;s cherry slurpee or Lucas&rsquo; New Coke. I really hope Season 4 will return first two seasons&rsquo; seriousness</p>
Answer: <p>My personal order is Season 2, Season 1, Season 3. </p><p>I feel Season 2 built on everything that was good about Season 1, while also smoothing out some of the rough edges that often come with the first iteration of a project. The characterization was spot on, the emotional tone was consistent with the action, and the pacing felt appropriate. </p><p>Season 3 did seem really odd to me at first. Will was shunted to the background for the second half of the season, the tone was all over the place, characterization seemed off, and everything seemed to happen too quickly, often because El would just solve each encounter with her powers until she lost them. It really seemed to strike home why she needed to be away for almost all of Season 2, and perhaps why she wasn’t intended to return after Season 1.</p><p>This especially long offseason has resulted in a lot of conversation, though. I’m starting to see the possible purpose for Season 3. While I still rank it last, my opinion of it has improved. A large part of the theme is puberty, identity, and conformity. The kids are growing up and dealing with that in a variety of ways. The older teens are trying to find their place as budding adults. Will sees himself as being left behind. The Mindflayer is literally taking away the individuality of others and forcing them to join a hive mind. </p><p>I wonder if a lot of the stylistic choices are intentional in order to reflect what is happening with the story and characters. Will may well have been pushed to the background to further emphasize how he feels ignored. </p><p>The presence of the Russians was odd, but it does connect with Season 1 where they were the targets of El’s training. It could be a signal that the project is not over, and we could very well expect the return of Brenner.</p><p>The rampant American consumerism and patriotism connects to the action because it’s another way that characters lose their individuality. Lucas, arguably one of the more grounded characters, basically gives a New Coke commercial to the disgust of some of the other characters. Mike does whatever Lucas tells him in order to maintain a relationship that he speaks about as if it’s something that people are expected to do. It’s perhaps done in a clumsy fashion, but it’s not terribly different to how the Mindflayer forces its will onto the citizens of Hawkins. </p><p>I think the biggest problem with Season 3 is that it has all of the subtlety of a falling anvil, both in terms of the action and the story development. Everything is just so in your face. It’s loud and fast. This led fans to be confused when compared to Seasons 1 and 2, which seemed more careful and deliberate. </p>
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Question: <p>Did you want Hopper actually to die or you&rsquo;re glad that he&rsquo;s alive?</p>
Answer: <p>Good god, of course I’m glad he’s alive. I’ve noticed that there are people out there who seem to hate him, but do people out there really want him to die? </p><p>Hopper’s story seems to be one of personal redemption. He’s quite literally attempted to bury his past in boxes hidden at the cabin. He considers himself to be a failure due to what happened with his daughter. There’s also the matter of Vietnam and what may have happened there. When we first meet him, he is a broken shell of a man who took on the job of chief of police in his small hometown where nothing remotely bad ever happens. He’s really just trying to keep himself in a substance-induced stupor as he goes through life without forming any significant relationships.</p><p>Then the story of Stranger Things happens. We get tidbits of his real self as the story goes on. We find out his daughter died during the search party scene. We see how devastating it is when Will’s body is pulled from the quarry (”Oh God. Please tell me it’s not the kid.”) He’s willing to take on a secret organization and go into an actual horror land to save Will. This is important for him since he wasn’t able to save his daughter. </p><p>Season 2 shows us a glimpse of the family man he may once have been. It’s not surprising that Dr. Owens refers to him as Will’s dad (regardless of whether he knew he wasn’t) since that is how Hopper seems to be carrying himself. He maintains a near constant presence with the Byers, and we also start to see flashbacks to him and his daughter. He had to watch her succumb to her illness, and he’s not about to sit back and watch with Will’s situation, not if he can help it. </p><p>He’s very off in Season 3. This seems to be where the Hopper hate comes from. Yes, he’s very aggressive and insensitive. One can’t really excuse this behavior, but to simply dismiss it as him being an asshole is shortsighted. Hopper has started to see himself enjoying life again, and seems to want to be a family man again now that he’s stumbled back into having one. Then he learns Joyce is planning to leave. He freaks out and starts making some bad choices. This also interacts with his frustration over El spending all her time with Mike. Those two issues start working in a negative loop as each one causes him to be upset and thus screw up the other. He really sees his life falling apart again. It may not excuse his behavior, but it does make it understandable and fixable.</p><p>To have Hopper just die after starting him on this path to redemption would be pointless and cruel. Redemption and death often go hand in hand, but generally only with villainous characters. It’s one thing to have a villain die in his/her quest for redemption to show that he/she is truly sorry. Hopper’s redemption wouldn’t come from others, but rather himself. He doesn’t need to die for that. His redemption would come from accepting his painful past and learning from it rather than continuing to hide from it. He needs to absolve himself of his self-inflicted blame for his daughter’s death. Then he’ll be able to be honest with his feelings to both himself and others. He needs to live for this. Besides, to tease his death throughout Season 3, then kill him, then reveal he’s not actally dead only to actually kill him later is just bad storytelling. Not only would it be a cheap shock (since we wouldn’t believe they’d do it again), but it would send a message that it’s pointless to try and fix your life after falling into depression. I’d like to think the Duffers are better than that.</p>
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Question: <p>What&rsquo;s your take on the &ldquo;Will has powers&rdquo; theory? If this turns out to be true, how big of an impact do you think those powers will have in ST4? Do you think he would potentially fight alongside El if she gets her powers back? Fight for her if she doesn&rsquo;t? That Will or El could turn &ldquo;evil&rdquo;? I&rsquo;ve read so many different theories about it. </p>
Answer: <p>I very much support Will having powers. They’ve sort of teased it all along. First, it was the fact that he was able to escape the demogorgon and survive in the Upside Down to begin with. Then he became the host for the Mindflayer, suggesting that he’s special somehow. He was also able to fight the Mindflayer’s control. Then he became able to sense the Mindflayer’s presence, despite it being exorcised from him. This all seems to indicate that Will has powers and/or is connected to the Upside Down.</p><p>What his powers would look like is really hard to nail down. I would imagine they’d be very different from El’s. El is a mage, and her powers are largely offensive. As a cleric, perhaps his would be protective and curative? Clerics were also known to have “knowledge” powers, which would go along with Will the Wise being able to see into the future. After all of this buildup, Will should really be the key to figuring out, and defeating, the Mindflayer once and for all. I’ve read some really good theories about why Will is special, so there is great potential for a story there. </p><p>I expect El to eventually get her powers back. I imagine they’d ultimately work together to save the day. I don’t really like the idea of either one turning evil, but I suppose it’s possible that either one could temporarily fall under the Mindflayer’s influence. If that happened, the party would find a way to return them to normal. I would find it disappointing and unnecessary to have either one permanently evil. I think some fans just want to see Will and El fight each other.</p><p>This sort of speculation isn’t really my strong suit since I can’t really determine anything based on character behavior or psychology. I’m not really any better than anyone else at figuring out stuff like this. All I can really say is what I think and what I’d like to see. </p>
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Question: <p>If Will and Mike be in a relationship, will Hopper get angry at Mike for &ldquo;fooling&rdquo; his daughter, or he will treat it with understanding?</p>
Answer: <p>I have to admit, this one had me thinking for a while. There’s just a lot of potential layers to how Hopper would react to seeing Mike and Will together. I suppose the best way to answer this is to look at Hopper’s primary motivators for his actions. So sit back because you’ve just prompted me to take a deep dive into Hopper’s psyche. Some of this I may have discussed before, but, eh, it’s a Saturday. I have nothing else to do besides go for a walk eventually.</p><p>Essentially what we need to consider is how Hopper reacts to anything. That is to say how he evaluates and reacts to a situation or stimulus. Everyone has a stress response system, mostly known as the fight-or-flight response. While it’s often a bit more complicated than that name would suggest, it’s essentially how we respond to a stressful stimuli. The idea is that our body reacts in the way that would best ensure survival. The problem is that what often triggers stress in a modern human isn’t benefited by such a response. We can’t exactly fight our boss or run and hide when we get in trouble at work.</p><p>Hopper reacts to stress with aggression. We’ve seen this time and time again. It’s unknown if this is what led him to be a soldier in Vietnam and eventually a police officer, or perhaps vice versa, but I’d imagine there’s a correlation. Then again, he’s also shown that he will hide under certain circumstances. In season 2, we see Hopper run and hide in the stairwell in reaction to his daughter’s illness and eventual death. This was a situation where aggression couldn’t help him, so he hid. If someone had confronted him at this point, he may well have reacted with aggression regardless of that individual’s intent to help. A more primitive level of Hopper’s brain is in control at that moment, and he is reacting instinctively to a threat, and it’s a threat he literally can’t pound into submission.</p><p>Hopper usually shows decent self-control, though I stress the usually part. This is another important quality of a police officer or soldier. However, when that self-control becomes inhibited, be it by anger, alcohol, or whatever, he dips down into that more primitive brainspace. This isn’t unique to Hopper, at least in real life, as both alcohol and stress inhibit higher brain functioning. Anyone who has ever tried to convince a drunk to give up their car keys or has been in a heated fight with a friend has seen how a normally rational person can seem like a different person. He sees Mike as a threat when he and El get close, and he seems to almost be physically restraining himself at times. However, when he’s calm and writing the speech that Joyce urged him to, he is actually much more understanding and rational. He tries to hide from the stress caused by El opening herself up to pain (via dating) by avoiding the confrontation with her. He then becomes aggressive when he perceives that Mike and El don’t take his concerns seriously. We have to remember that Hopper lost a daughter already, and that is the root of his overprotective behavior regarding El. He deemed himself a failure with Sara, and he won’t be the same this time around. He dislikes Mike, ultimately, because Mike is pulling El away from Hopper’s protective sphere, not because he has some specific dislike of Mike himself.</p><p>This brings us to the actual question you posed, and how he’d react to Mike dating Will instead of El. It’s going to come down to a handful of situations.</p><p>First, what is his current emotional/mental state when he finds out. Hopper does have decent self-control when he is calm. If he finds this out immediately after a stressful situation, which is considerably likely given what we know about Season 4, then the possibility for a bad reaction, caused by his stress response system telling him to protect El, is significant. If Mike were to be nearby when he learns about this, then Mike may want to start running. A negative reaction to this could be mitigated, however, if Hopper is also reacting to a positive situation, such as a reunion with Joyce or El. </p><p>Speaking of El, her own perception of Mike being with Will would impact Hopper’s reaction. This would be particularly true if Hopper found out when Mike wasn’t around. Here, El would have the opportunity to ease, or perhaps rile, Hopper by sharing how she feels about it. If she indicates that she’s ok, or even happy, about Mike being with Will instead of her, then Hopper would likely calm down. It would be his desire to protect her, after all, that would cause him to get angry in the first place. Should El be angry about it herself, though, Hopper would probably be ready to strike the moment he saw Mike. </p><p>Then there’s the ultimate elephant in the room. Mike and Will would be a gay couple. How Hopper reacts to that would undoubtedly be different than if Mike were with another girl. It could be good. Maybe Hop stops seeing Mike as a threat altogether. Then again, we don’t really know for sure how Hopper feels about gay people. He doesn’t seem overtly homophobic. While he reacts to Joyce talking about Lonnie calling Will a “fag” by asking if it’s true, he doesn’t press the issue, and it certainly doesn’t stop Hopper from wanting to find him safe and sound. I imagine he’d have some degree of 80-s typical discomfort, which could affect his reaction in some way, but we just don’t know for sure how severe it might be.</p><p>Regardless, I imagine he ultimately would come around if he did have a bad initial reaction. He’s meant to be one of the heroes, after all, and it wouldn’t do for him to end on a negative note. If he wanted to have any chance whatsoever with Joyce, it would be foolish for him to jeopardize things by threatening Will’s happiness. There’s also other things that could affect his reaction. They showed him treating Will sort of as a son in Season 2, so that could also come into play. Mike may be shown as more mature and heroic in his own right, allowing Hopper to see him in a new light. Hopper’s time as a Russian prisoner could give him time to reflect on his choices and actions, possibly resulting in a reconsideration of his priorities. </p><p>This is an aspect of a possible relationship between Mike and Will that is tricky to unpack. I’m not sure how well I’ve answered your question really, as I feel all I’ve actually done is raise further questions. Unfortunately, it’s ultimately up to the writers to decide how Hopper would react.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi! I asked kaypeace this question and I would love to hear your thoughts. What sort of things do you think are missing/misunderstood in how people write about Will, Mike, and them together, and what is missing from the current volume of fic about them? </p>
Answer: <p>This sounds a lot like the question I answered <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/626357485216956416/what-do-you-think-people-misunderstand-the-most">here</a>. If that doesn’t answer your question, please send another request.</p><p>I don’t know a lot about how the fanfiction community writes them, so I mostly answered based on how I see people talk about them here on Tumblr. You might need to explain how you see the fanfiction writers depict them so I can compare and contrast my thoughts.</p>
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Question: <p>You might have answered something close to this already, sorry if so, but: do you find Will or Mike more relatable personally? I'm finding that your writing about them has my own answer to that shifting around a bit :)</p>
Answer: <p>When you say “relatable personally” I assume you mean who I relate to the most?</p><p>I originally found Will more relatable. I saw this small, insecure kid who was grappling with his sexuality, and that really spoke to me. I was also in love with my best friend (hopefully it works out better for Will than it did for me), and it drove me crazy watching him get closer to girls. I also had that same sort of naivete that results in unintentional lack of tact.  </p><p>However, as time went on, I started to see that I probably relate more to Mike, often as a result of analyzing his behavior and development. Mike responds to stress by becoming something of a hothead. He tries to be something he’s not in order to make other people happy. He’s somehow both incredibly smart and hopelessly clueless at the same time. Underneath it all, though, he’s this scared, sensitive kid who is running from his feelings. At Mike’s age, I hadn’t yet come to terms with my own feelings, and I probably would not have reacted well to another boy having feelings for me.</p><p>Really, I think there’s parts of each Party member that I can relate to. That’s really not surprising considering it’s a show about a group of outcasts. </p>
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Question: <p>Will it be ok for you if Steve doesn&rsquo;t find girlfriend at the end of ST? I mean, not everybody immediately needs to be in a relationship</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah. As much as I think he’d make a girl very happy now that he’s on the road to maturity, he’s also shown that he can find contentment in platonic relationships. I love this side of his character, and I’d like to see development in his friendship with Robin before a girl comes along (for either of them). In fact, I think it’d be great to see Steve turn a girl down because she objected to his friendship with Robin. It would further secure Steve’s growth away from the former version of himself that was always priding himself on being a ladies man.</p><p>I mean, I imagine Steve will still be looking for a girlfriend, but he would ideally not have that same “need” that results in him flirting with every girl he sees. He’s finding contentment from other sources, and I love that about him. It’s just a great message to send. I’ll ultimately be happy either way as long as he’s happy too.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you have any thoughts on the last scene where we see will and el drive away and mike looking out to them? It feels so very ambiguous as to who it is he&rsquo;s looking so sad for, considering will and el both are in the cars and Mike and El were left on a confusing note, and Mike and Will were on good terms. The I love you scene was awkward as fuck, and we never found out what Mike&rsquo;s true feelings were on the act, other than confusion. I admire your analysis work ethic, so i&rsquo;d to hear your opinion.</p>
Answer: <p>If I’ve said it once, I’ve said it a thousand times, that scene was supposed to be ambiguous and confusing. We’re left with a confusing situation where we didn’t really know the status of Mike and El’s relationship. Mike and Will’s relationship is similarly unclear, as we we Mike very nervous about Will donating his D&amp;D books and if that means he wants to move on and “join another party”. We never quite get the sense that Mike and El or Mike and Will ever really cleared up their issues from Season 3. That’s all left up to our interpretation.</p><p>Casual fans will just assume Mike misses El because she kissed him, said I love you, and they shared a face nuzzle before she left. But Mike didn’t kiss back, said nothing in response to her “I love you,” and he was really just hugging her until she moved his face to hers with her hand. There’s a couple things to suggest that Mike is thinking about Will the entire time. He makes sure to mention Will when talking about El visiting and he hugs Will first and looks dazed when they separate. Then, when the rest of the Party ride off on their bikes, Mike remains behind for a few seconds. He’s clearly upset, then he looks back at Will’s house with something that seems a bit like regret.</p><p>This was a very emotional day for Mike. You can get the sense early on that he’s trying to keep himself together. His conversation with Will has an undertone of desperation. When has he ever called Will “dude”? His conversation with El is more natural than we’ve seen before, but he also seems to have trouble shutting up, as if he feels the need to keep talking. This is a boy who is losing everything and is trying to keep from falling apart. El springing that bomb on him was a bit mean, though she almost certainly didn’t intend it that way. She’s suffering her own loss, and I think she’s trying to cling to normalcy by reclaiming her relationship with Mike. Mike gets worn down shot-by-shot in this scene. He’s already crying by the time he’s hugging El. Is it because he’s been dreading saying goodbye to her, or is it because he had just said goodbye to Will? They set this all up in a brilliantly evil way.</p><p>Ultimately, him looking back at the house before riding off and going home to his mom seals it for me. Having that house represent El for him would make no sense. We’ve also only ever seen Mike hug his mom like that one other time: when he thought Will was dead. Mike is hurting over losing Will after two previous seasons where that was his greatest fear. I’ve speculated that this is where it starts to click for him that he loves Will, but that ultimately remains to be seen. Regardless, that entire finale seems to reinforce the idea that Mike doesn’t like El as much as he thought, while reminding us that Will is the one he’s been terrified to lose.</p>
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Question: <p>It looks like we will have an entire episode of Hopper's backstory in Season 4. When would it be more appropriate to show it: at the beginning, in the middle or at the end of the season?</p>
Answer: <p>That&rsquo;s going to be its own episode? Do we know that? I personally would have expected it to be shown as memories/flashbacks as he&rsquo;s toiling away in prison over a few episodes. If it&rsquo;s a separate episode to itself then I&rsquo;m worried he&rsquo;ll go from imprisoned to saved too quickly. Stranger Things also works best when we see a little of each plotline in each episode.</p><p>In my opinion, it would best be done starting from the first episode. We&rsquo;d get glimpses of his past a bit at a time until he&rsquo;s saved. He&rsquo;d get memories triggered by something that happened at the work camp and whatnot. Maybe towards the end, even after he&rsquo;s been reunited, we get one last memory that ties everything together. That&rsquo;s how I&rsquo;d do it anyway.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you like Season 3? Or do you think that this season is cartoonish and goofy?</p>
Answer: <p>I’ll be honest: I hated it at first. It’s really only been over the course of the year since then that I’ve started to gain some appreciate for it. There’s just so many layers to it that it’s difficult to see them all at first. I’m not going to tell you how to interpret things, but I do thinks there’s a reason for the goofy, over-the-top commercialism, out-of-character actions, and weird Russian subplot. </p><p>Season 3 may not have been much on its own, but when you connect it to the previous seasons and start to look at where it can lead in Season 4, it seems to start to make some sense. I think it was meant to stick out like a sore thumb. </p>
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Question: <p>Hey! Love your blog. I've seen some theories about Will maybe being the "bad boy" or a player in the next season. What are your thoughts on that? Also as much as we all want Byler to happen, if it doesn't then what do you think will happen in Will's love life?</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you!</p><p>It wouldn’t be unusual for someone Will’s age to try and reinvent himself when going to a new school. I would certainly think he’d at least have a new haircut, if not a new style altogether. He may not want to join a new party, but I’m sure he wants to be treated well. I don’t know how dramatic of a change we can expect, though. Will is a good person at his core, so if we see a “bad boy” Will, then I think there will be some sort of catch to it. It might just be an act to keep bullies away. I personally would think Mike would become a “bad boy” first, since we’ve seen that he deals with loss by acting out.</p><p>Any extreme behavior, such as being a player, as you put it, would likely be a result of him not coping well with his situation. I’d rather they not cheapen Will’s “not possible” by having him getting around. Mike and Will seemed to understand each other in that exchange. Will may get some attention, but I doubt he’d respond. I see him following Jonathan’s footsteps and becoming a reclusive “weirdo,” though I can see that giving him this mystique in some of his new classmates’ eyes.</p><p>I can see there being a comedy of errors of sorts, perhaps. Someone is interested in Will, it gets around, Joyce starts poking him about it, Will denies it, Mike finds out, etc. I don’t really want some cliche jealousy storyline like I think some people came up with over this supposed “Eddie” character. </p><p>It’s hard to predict the love lives of fictional characters. The temptation is there for writers to just use the usual tropes, but they can easily run afoul of prior characterization. We’ve just never seen anything to indicate Will would become a bad boy or player.</p>
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Question: <p>What do you think people misunderstand the most about Will and Mike? Individually and together. I don't necessarily mean fandom woobification of either of them, but more about their characters and dynamic. For example, I find writing Mike much harder than Will, but Will is, I think, more complicated than Mike. I value your analyses so much, so I would love to hear your insight on this!</p>
Answer: <p>The thing about Mike is that I see a lot of signs of terrible self-esteem. He has this fear of being seen as weak, and this results in him refusing to let his real emotions out. He gets angry and snarky under stress, and it’s a defense mechanism. He also seems to place little value on his own well-being compared to that of others. This is seen when he was willing to walk off the cliff, when he shoved Troy, when he was ready to fight the demodogs (with a candlestick&hellip;), and the two times he tried to stop Billy in Season 3. I think this very likely comes from a combination of his family life and how he’s been bullied. We see the Wheelers are not a particularly affectionate family. Ted is a non-presence, and Karen just doesn’t seem to have been able to build a trusting relationship with her kids. We see Karen try, but Mike doesn’t really resxpond. In fact, he doesn’t ever seek maternal comfort until he’s ready to fall apart. This suggests to me that he’s never felt able to open up to his parents emotionally, and he possibly feels pressured to be the ideal son in a “perfect” family. The Wheelers are the opposite of the (post-Lonnie) Byers. They are the picture perfect family on the outside, but have no emotional warmth between them, at least at first. </p><p>The only one Mike is willing to be honest and vulnerable with is Will. Regardless of whether someone believes Mike and Will have romantic feelings for each other, it’s undeniable that their relationship is special. Neither one is ever referred to as the other’s best friend. In fact, Dustin flat out states Lucas to be Mike’s best friend. Mike, in response, says it’s bull and that Dustin is his best friend, too. Mike isn’t honest with Lucas, at least emotionally. This is why it took a real effort to get him to apologize to Lucas in season 1. It’s a sign of weakness to Mike, and Lucas isn’t allowed to see him in a state of weakness. Yet, we see Mike go out of his way to apologize to Will almost immediately. He has no fear of Will taking advantage of this submissive action, or, if he does, the pain of Will being sad/mad at him outweighs it.</p><p>For his part, Will has low self-esteem as well, along with an aversion to conflict. We see an example of the latter when he tries to intervene in Lucas and Mike’s costume argument (”Why can’t there be two Venkmen?”) This isn’t terribly surprising given what we know about his father. We don’t (yet) know the extent of Lonnie’s abuse, but it’s left its mark on Will. Yet, Will also possesses courage and a caring temperament. He risks his life to warn his mother of the demogorgon, and when he wakes up in the hospital he’s more concerned with Jonathan’s hand wound than anything else. His low self-esteem also leads him to think he’s seen as fragile, and he hates that. Possibly linked to his father’s abuse, Will has a need to feel/be seen as strong (even if he doesn’t realize it).That brings us back to the Mike/Will dynamic.</p><p>Will doesn’t hate it when Mike dotes on him. He probably doesn’t even register it as being the same type of treatment he gets from the others. To Will, Mike’s actions don’t represent some perception on Mike’s part that Will is weak. In fact, Mike’s behavior is ultimately key in Will not being consumed by the Mindflayer. Mike is shown, on more than one occasion, pulling Will from an Upside Down vision. It’s Mike talking about the day they met that seems to break through to Will in the shed (compare Will’s facial expression before and after Mike speaks). Mike’s concern seems to bolster Will, rather than frustrate him. Watch him react to Mike asking if he’s ok at the movie’s, and tell me you don’t see a hint of a blush. Will’s despair in Season 3 is, in fact, the result of him seeing this side of Mike drifting away.</p><p>This sort of got away from me, so I apologize if I didn’t answer your question to your satisfaction. Basically, Mike and Will are both insecure boys with a fear of being seen as weak or vulnerable. The only ones they trust to see their true selves are each other. This deep trust is what has allowed them to build such a strong relationship over the years. I’m not sure most people, outside of possibly the Byler fandom, really notice this. This isn’t some typical childhood friendship. They are not simply bros. They are something more than that. How much more is yet to be defined, but you should all know what i think by now.</p>
Tags: stranger things, mike wheeler, will byers, byler

Post id: 626332634622083072
Date: 2020-08-13 11:15:47 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/626332634622083072
Slug: hi-your-blog-is-awesome-and-i-love-your-analyses
Reblog key: jMc1Srqy
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>hi! your blog is awesome and i love your analyses so much! i have a few dif q&rsquo;s: 1) do you see robin and mike bonding at all in st4? 2) in the st4 table read we saw a frame of lonnie&rsquo;s actor in the background. what kind of appearances from him do you want to see/think will happen if he really ends up back in the show? thanks a bunch :)</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you for the kind words. I hope I don’t completely disappear this school year like I did last year.</p><p>1) I totally can see that happening. There’s already been a report that Nancy and Robin have at least one scene together. They were apparently shooting together before everything shut down. This could easily be a bridge to getting Robin and Mike in a room together. It would also make narrative sense if they go the way I’m thinking and Mike is gay. He’d need someone to help him see it’s all ok.</p><p>2) Oof, I don’t really like to think about the implications of Lonnie’s return. I don’t know what they have planned, but I know it would mean more pain for Will one way or another. I know others have theories about him, but I personally hope, for Will’s sake, his scenes are flashbacks/memories. I’m probably wrong though, and Lonnie comes back into Will’s life in a bad way. That poor kid just can’t catch a break, and, even worse, the story seems to depend on that.</p>
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Question: <p>congrats on 700! i love your blog :) what are your thoughts on max? do you have any feelings about elmax (do you like it, would the duffers really go for it)? will lumax stay together?</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you, thank you.</p><p>Max is awesome, if a bit hotheaded. You can’t really blame her considering her family life though. She’s a pretty good influence for El, especially in getting her to explore her likes and dislikes for the first time in her life. She’s also a great foil for Mike, as she just doesn’t put up him. I get the sense that the other Party members have just come to accept Mike’s attitude, but she doesn’t. Still, I think they might bond in Season 4 and come to an understanding.</p><p>I think Elmax is cute, but there’s not really much reason (currently at least) to think it’ll be a thing in canon. They had only just become friends, and now that El is gone it’ll be hard for them to develop something closer. Anyone who has kept up with my blog knows by now that I value a relationship built over time, and they just haven’t had that opportunity. Hypothetically, I see no reason why the Duffers wouldn’t go for it, though. At the very least, they are awesome friends. Max wanted to get to know El from the start, and it’s nice to see El no longer treating her like an enemy.</p><p>I don’t see Max and Lucas making it in the long-term. That’s honestly to be expected with a young teenage relationship though. They have some playful banter, and they seem to enjoy spending time together, but it’s hard to get over breaking up five times in, what, 6-7 months? That’s not a great track record even when you take their age into consideration. It’s a TV show, so naturally it doesn’t have to follow real-life experiences necessarily, but I’d expect a couple like them to break up for good eventually. I can see them still being great friends afterwards though.</p>
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Question: <p>Opinions on rubber ducks? Favorite color? Dream vacation? Dustin or El? What other shows do you watch? Are you wearing socks right now? </p>
Answer: <p>Rubber ducks are awesome. Simple, functional, cute. What more can anyone ask for?</p><p>My favorite color is purple. </p><p>I haven’t been on a vacation in twenty years, so that’s a tough one. I’m a man of simple pleasures, when all is said and done, so I’d be happy just chilling on a beach somewhere. I wouldn’t say no to possibly touring Europe, though.</p><p>Dustin. His enthusiasm is infectious, and his friendship with Steve is one of the best surprises on the show in my opinion.</p><p>I’ve managed to power through my Netflix backlog due to Covid, so I’m not currently watching anything. However the shows I finished up were She-Ra, GLOW, and Bojack Horseman. I actually started going through the old Muppet Babies cartoon from the 80s. It was one of my favorites as a kid.</p><p>Yes, yes I am wearing socks right now. Simple black socks, nothing fancy.</p>
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Question: <p>Oooo!!! Im a huge fan of your blog, congrats! What would you do with one million dollars? and How would you like to see Stranger Things end?</p>
Answer: <p>Aw, thanks!</p><p>If I had one million dollars, I’d want a nice condo (I’m single, no kids) with a big kitchen. I enjoy cooking for my friends, but my current apartment is not really great for that. I’d also set up college funds for my nephews, pay off my student loans, and maybe even open a bakery.</p><p>As far as Stranger Things ending goes, I think it’d be appropriate, if cliche, for it to end with a D&amp;D campaign. I know the end of Season 1 already did that a bit, but with how Season 3 went I just feel it’s needed. My top wishlist item for an ending is that Will be happy, and we all know Will would like to play D&amp;D with his friends again. Bonus points if Mike and Will have a moment during the game.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think that we may be introduced to new numbers as the series progresses? </p>
Answer: <p>I don’t know if we’ll see any new numbers, but I’d be shocked if we’ve seen the last of the program. There are just too many loose ends and hints that suggest it’s all still a relevant issue, not to mention a potential danger for our favorite kids. There is some evidence we can use to make a sort of prediction as to what’s possible.</p><p>El’s journey to see Kali in Season 2 seemed to be a big hint from the Duffers that El isn’t the only one. Similarly, we are also led to believe that Kali isn’t the only other one. We learn from one of Kali’s would-be victims that Brenner is, at least to his knowledge, still alive. It would be unlikely that the project would be shut down given the potential for such “weapons,” so him just being conveniently relocated is a reasonable coverup. Even if he was shut down, Brenner would no doubt try to find some way to continue his work. </p><p>I know the comics are not canon, but there is one thing we can use to draw conclusions. The author, Jody Houser, mentioned in an interview that she had more freedom than expected in crafting these stories. Speaking specifically about the experiments, Houser said the only thing she was told was that she couldn’t use the number 1. That she was allowed to use any other number suggests to me that the Duffers don’t care about, and so don’t plan on showing us, other numbered subjects. Number 1 could be something they have plans for, hence not letting her touch it. The first subject in such an experiment would be key in deciding whether to continue the project. It’s enough to speculate that number 1 was successful to some extent, which begs the question of his/her absence.</p><p>I’d personally be surprised if we never see another numbered subject. It may only be in reference, or flashbacks, or whatnot, but I almost feel like they’re obligated to show more about the project. </p>
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Question: <p>Are you a fan of the theory that Hopper in Russia is brainwashed or lost his memory? I really hate this idea. It will cheapen Hopper&rsquo;s character development and ruin Joyce and Hop&rsquo;s reunion</p>
Answer: <p>I wasn’t even aware of this theory. I can’t say I see the point of it, nor is it supported by anything we’ve been shown. All we’ve seen so far is that Hopper is working out in the snowy fields. I don’t see why Russia would go to the trouble of brainwashing a prisoner just to put him to work. I also see no reason to believe he’s lost his memory (though there’s no hard evidence he didn’t, I suppose).    But, while I doubt he’s been brainwashed, he very likely has been tortured by his captors to force him into compliance.   </p><p>Based on what we do know about Hopper, I’m more inclined to believe that his time in this gulag, or whatever it is, will cause him to relive his time in Vietnam. I don’t know if he’ll explicitly have PTSD, but it could be depicted as something akin to it. It’s been hinted that his time in Vietnam is important, at least to his character if not the overall plot.</p><p>Brainwashing and/or amnesia would be rather cliche developments, and they would be very unnecessary given the other, more natural, options available. The Duffers are talented storytellers, even if the details can seem a bit cryptic at times. They didn’t show us that Hopper had a hidden box labeled Vietnam for nothing. He’s been trying to hide away from that part of his life for a reason. Was he a POW? Was he tortured? Was he part of a secret military project? Did he commit war crimes that he’s ashamed of?</p><p>As for his reunion with Joyce, regardless of the circumstances of his captivity, he will have suffered greatly. It would not be surprising to see all of his emotional walls rebuilt stronger than ever, complicating his reunion with Joyce (and his daughter for that matter). I expect it to be highly emotional in the moment, but I hope they don’t gloss over the trauma he’s no doubt experienced alone for god knows how long.</p>
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Question: <p>If Byler doesn't turn out to be canon at the end, will you admit you're wrong, or will you think that Duffers screw up the story? No hate on my part, I'm just wondering</p>
Answer: <p>Being able to admit you’re wrong is an important quality to have. Yes, if it didn’t happen, I would admit my prediction was incorrect. I would still have issues with the Duffers, but not in the sense that they screwed up their own story. Clearly, whatever they give us is what they intended to give us.</p><p>However, they’ve spent three seasons building up a special relationship between Mike and Will, all while comparing it to Mike’s relationship with El. For that, and many other reasons I’ve mentioned before, it’s more than fair to say they’ve been hinting that there’s romance on the horizon. If it leads to nothing, I will have gripes that they either 1) failed to see that they were accidentally doing this 2) took advantage of an accidental storyline and/or 3) intentionally queerbaited. </p><p>Ultimately, while my prediction would have been incorrect in this scenario, and I’d readily admit that, I would still stand by my interpretation of what we were given. Maybe that’s not the either/or answer you may have wanted, but it’s honestly how I think I’d react to it.</p>
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Question: <p>What do you like and dislike the most about Jancy and Jopper?</p>
Answer: <p>Ugh, you people are really just trying to get the shippers to hate me, aren’t you? Even though I will be mentioning good things about both ships, I think I’ll skip ship tags here just to stay on the safe side.</p><p>I think what I like most about Jopper is that they both do seem to get a sense of security and peace from each other. We see them take care of each other, as well. There is clearly a genuine affection for each other, even if I’m not (yet) convinced it’d last in a non-life threatening environment. Hopper clearly grows to be smitten with Joyce, and that does indeed endure between seasons when the situation is dire. Joyce maintains their close friendship, sharing comfortable conversations with him. It’s a relationship that perhaps would work if they weren’t in a trauma conga line. It’s sort of a catch-22, though, as a bit of trauma seems to be a catalyst for them to continue growing closer, while too much results in so much stress that the situation becomes self-destructive.</p><p>That brings me to what I don’t like about Jopper. Joyce is still grieving Bob, and perhaps still has issues related to Lonnie, so she holds back from making that final plunge into a relationship. Hopper has a crippling fear of loss, and this leads him to become angry with Joyce when he thinks she’s just toying with him. They’re both so afraid of feelings and worst-case scenarios, having both experiencing loss and failed relationships. Hopper can become downright cruel to Joyce in his attempts to protect himself from rejection. Joyce, for her part, seems to toe the line between showing interest and feigning ignorance in regards to his advances. We see them both act like this after Joyce comes to Hopper after missing their dinner date. That it took another life-threatening situation for them to agree on a date is not a great sign, but we’ll see where it goes.</p><p>Jancy, on its face, seems to be a better situation. For starters, they admitted they liked each other and started to date. They do seem to like each other and have a desire to take care of each other (similar to Joyce and Hopper). I do think Jonathan is a better fit for Nancy than Steve (at least Season 1 Steve). We also get the sense that Jonathan may have liked Nancy for a while before she paid him any mind. They become friends before they get into a relationship, which is always a plus. They are quite comfortable around each other when their individual insecurities aren’t getting in the way.</p><p>On the other hand, it’s not great that they got together due to Murray. They listened to someone they just met when he told them they were interested in each other. They’re shown to not really get each other as much as they claim to. The relationship works well enough to survive supernatural threats, as they respect each others’ skills and courage. When it comes to more mundane threats, they fail to recognize each others’ unique challenges. Jonathan doesn’t fully appreciate the misogyny Nancy faces, and Nancy equally disregards the similar hurdle that Jonathan has to deal with due to his socioeconomic status. It’s not something impossible to overcome, but they never really address it beyond Jonathan snarkily reminding Nancy of her Oliver Twist comment. Let’s also not forget how easily Jonathan got away with taking an indecent photo of Nancy without her knowledge. For such a strong female character, Nancy let him off the hook for this with minimal apology on his part. I know we don’t see every interaction of every character on a TV show, but, if these two examples are any indicator, Nancy and Jonathan don’t work through their problems, choosing instead to ignore them.</p><p>Both of these couples have potential, but they’re far from perfect or ideal. I wouldn’t really expect a relationship like Jancy to last after a separation. Now that Jonathan moved, it will be hard for them to stay together. It likely would have been challenged by college anyway unless they went to the same school. Jopper would be at risk of too many fights wearing them down before one or both decide it isn’t worth it. What both couples need is better communication, particularly the ability to be open with each other without becoming defensive.</p>
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Question: <p>Your Mike analysis was amazing. Thank you so much! I love these realistic takes. I'm considering writing a fic and meta like this really helps me get into the motivating factors behind characters' actions. Obviously, I respect it's your interpretation, but it seems spot on to me. Thank you again!</p>
Answer: <p>This was a very nice thing to say, thank you. I worked hard on that post, and it’s rewarding to see that people appreciate it. I really wanted to get that post out soon because the new school year is rapidly approaching. If last year is any indicator, I won’t have much time or energy to do posts like that for a while.</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;ve seen your post on how mike and will would be shipped like crazy if Will was a girl but they are shipped like crazy already imo. You see it everywhere, tumblr, especially twitter. I can&rsquo;t go on a stranger Things post on twitter without half the replies demanding they be together. I do agree in a sense but I almost think their is also people who just ship any two of the same sex together that doesn&rsquo;t even make sense (Billy and Steve).</p>
Answer: <p>That a ship has fans really is beside the point I was trying to make. Sure Mike and Will have shippers, but so does basically any pair you can think of in pretty much any fandom. I’ve been on Twitter to follow the Stranger Writers account. They can’t make a single post without shippers of all kinds, Byler included, writing obnoxious and irrelevant replies. </p><p>My point was that heteronormativity results in fans who fail to recognize build up for same-sex couples until it’s made explicit. It results in fans not even being willing to acknowledge hints a character is gay until made explicit. We’ve had hints since Season 1 that Will is probably gay, but it wasn’t until Mike said “It’s not my fault you don’t like girls!” that most fans started to question it and entertainment media started writing about it. I’d wager most (but not all) of the fans of Byler, or any same-sex pair for that matter, are LGBT themselves. We’re simply more willing to acknowledge that scenes like those in my original post are romantic in nature. Most other fans, however, simply don’t make that connection since they’re both boys.</p><p>Perhaps I muddled my point by showing too many examples of Mike and Will’s relationship, but I was trying to highlight how fans would interpret the situation if Will were a girl. There wouldn’t be this surprise and denial that they could have feelings for each other. The fact that they’re both boys leads people to interpret the situation differently. That’s just heteronormativity, plain and simple.</p><p>Perhaps mentioning Harringrove was a distraction from my point as well. I do think its popularity is an aspect of heteronormativity, but in a different way. Two attractive men? Throw them together, it doesn’t matter if they tried to kill each other two seasons in a row. Two lifelong friends who share multiple emotional scenes with each other and whose relationship is repeatedly paralleled to one of their romantic relationships? Ah, they’re just buds, one of them just misses his girlfriend and the other isn’t ready to grow up yet because of trauma.</p>
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Question: <p>If Duffers asked you to choose 3 scenes that will definitely be included in Season 4 and will be filmed exactly the way you want it, what 3 scenes would you choose?</p>
Answer: <p>Thanks for the Ask. I like doing analyses, but something like this is a fun change of pace. I don’t want to get too specific here. I know that I couldn’t do a better job than people in the business when it comes to something like this. That said, I do have some things I’d really like to see, so I’ll give some broader desires.</p><p>1) I want to see a memory/flashback/dream/whatever of Mike and Will meeting on the swings in kindergarten. This has been at the top of my list since Mike spilled his heart out in the shed. I know it might be hard to get young actors that look the part and do justice to the scene, but it’s such a pivotal moment for both of them. The fact that they used a similar mechanic to give us Billy’s backstory suggests they may use it again, so why not here? </p><p>2) Will saving the day. He’s shown a quiet bravery for three seasons now, but he’s lacked the ability to fight back. Whether he ends up with powers or not, I want to see Will save his friends, family, or even just himself. </p><p>3) Detective Byers and Investigative Journalist Murray, the buddy cop movie to end all buddy cop movies. That genre is one of my favorites, particularly the movies in the 80s. I think there’s a possibility for both humor and drama here. We know Joyce has some sewing skills, so perhaps she even modifies Hopper’s police uniform to pass herself off as a real cop. Also, as eccentric as he is, Murray would be the more methodical one in the duo, getting exasperated at Joyce’s Hopper-inspired cowboy-style investigating.</p>
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Question: <p>Lol the tweet from strangerwriters was actually a teaser for the release of the bloopers on Stranger Things Day last year  (Nov 6th), because the fans have been asking for it for so long. They confirmed it.</p>
Answer: <p>Well, that&rsquo;s a disappointment. I wasn&rsquo;t really following the account much back then, so I only know it to begin with because I saw other blogs mentioning it. It really makes the clues she chose to give a bit odd. </p>
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Question: <p>The tweet from the st writers that was a teaser, the love (blank) one. Do you think it's a part of a bigger letter or note? The /anyway I think you'll/ makes me think it is probably wrapping up a thought. As if there is more before it  With the Nov 1983 date they posted with it, I'm curious if it was a letter written by one of the characters on or about that day.  Maybe it will appear next season and we will get to see it in full?</p>
Answer: <p>I believe this is what you are referring to?</p><p><br/></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1520" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c0eeb3eab63fe0cf5712f5cb0ad1ff36/06e635346a119865-52/s640x960/ba57a34d9f6e27f794e2019a1f7e0dfc26b85524.png" data-orig-height="1520" data-orig-width="720"/></figure></div><p><br/></p><p>Yeah, it definitely seems to be part of something bigger. It&rsquo;s seems like the conclusion to a letter. The blanks do a good job of making it seem that way, least. The &ldquo;love&rsquo; at the end seems to suggest it. I wouldn&rsquo;t put it past this account to intentionally make it look like something it isn&rsquo;t, though. I mean, there&rsquo;s no even any punctuation to show what goes with what.</p><p>I don&rsquo;t see them making it easy to decipher the meaning of this. All we have been told is that it&rsquo;s not about Hopper, and it&rsquo;s not about a couple. </p><p>The date provided in the screenshot is frustrating, as it&rsquo;s the date the entire series began. I don&rsquo;t know if that means this&hellip; whatever it is was from that date, refers to something from that date, or what. If it&rsquo;s meant to be something a character is saying or writing then I imagine we&rsquo;ll see it at some point. If not in the show itself, then it could be a bonus thing like Murray&rsquo;s answering machine. I think the date has to fit in somehow, or there&rsquo;s be little reason to use it. It could end up being as simple as November 6 being the original intended release date for Season 4. Or, if this is just a bonus thing and not part of the season, it could be when we&rsquo;ll get the rest of it. </p><p>I&rsquo;ve seen a lot of theories about this. My favorite one, which likely isn&rsquo;t true, is that it&rsquo;s Mike writing to Will. I imagine that would qualify as it being about a couple though. </p><p>It could very well be a bad message. The blanks and lack of punctuation make it ambiguous, leading to many of us thinking it&rsquo;s a friendly/loving message, but I can see how it could go either way. The sorry could be something like &quot;you&rsquo;ll say you&rsquo;re sorry.&rdquo; </p><p>Please let me know if we&rsquo;ve been given anymore clues that I am unaware of. I don&rsquo;t think that the writers account would deliberately give us something like this if it didn&rsquo;t mean something, but we just don&rsquo;t have enough to go on in regards to what it means.</p>
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Question: <p>A lot of people think that even if Bob survived, Joyce would still be with Hopper. Do you agree with that? And if yes, why and how do you think Joyce would leave Bob?</p>
Answer: <p>No, I really, REALLY don’t agree with that. Joyce was very happy with Bob. She loved him, trusted him with her boys, and just plain enjoyed life with him at her side. For his part, Bob trusted her completely, tried to bond with her boys, and put his life on the line to protect them all. He didn’t falter when he found himself in a supernatural, life-and-death situation.  Their relationship was very loving, playful, and natural. Joyce clearly still missed him when she picked up the Bob Newby, Superhero drawing in Season 3. </p><p>Joyce and Hopper is another case of a couple getting together through shared trauma. It’s just like Nancy and Jonathan. They liked each other, sure, but the only foundation for a deeper relationship is the trauma. I know I’ve said it a million times, but this is not a suitable foundation for a romantic relationship. They would have a lot of trouble getting along when their lives aren’t on the line, and we actually get to see this in action with Nancy and Jonathan in Season 3.</p><p>Joyce would simply not leave Bob, especially if everything happened the same in Season 2 with the exception of him living. If anything, this would only make her love him more. He would be the same person she fell for, but also have the strong, heroic qualities that make Hopper appeal to her in the first place.</p><p>Now, I imagine Joyce and Hopper will still ultimately get together, or, at the very least, it’ll be heavily teased. I just don’t see that relationship working. I know I may be taking a too realistic approach to analyzing this, but the Duffers have put a lot into showing characters who realize that what they thought was important was really “bullshit” all along. I wouldn’t necessarily call Joyce and Hopper’s relationship bullshit, but it’s not some beautiful love story. They care for each other, but there’s not much there beyond shared trauma, at least not yet.</p>
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Question: <p>Does the fact that Jonathan took a photo of Nancy during such a private moment bothers you? I don&rsquo;t have anything against this ship, but that was kinda creepy. It surprises me that Nancy is fine with that</p>
Answer: <p>It was creepy. I think that goes without saying. It was never really presented as an ok thing for Jonathan to have done. I mean, he wasn’t a peeping tom in the sense that he went out looking for opportunity, but he still chose to take an opportunity that he stumbled upon. It’s also weird that he’d stop to take pictures of any kind while out looking for Will. Artistic tendencies or not, his priority was searching for Will.</p><p>I suppose he at least has the good sense to be ashamed when Nancy found out. His explanation was lacking, and it is weird that Nancy didn’t get upset over it. It’s believable that he’d take photos of a party, but deciding to take a picture of someone in a state of undress is a completely different story. That’s creepy any way you look at it. </p><p>He can try to explain it away by saying something about capturing the moment, but he still took photos of people on private property without their knowledge or consent. I think it speaks to his lack of social skills. Jonathan is shown to be a major outcast. It may have been part of Season 1 trying to show that the Byers were not a “normal” family. They’re literally on the outskirts of town to go along with them not exactly being welcomed into the community. Jonathan was supposed to be a total weirdo whom others would assume was responsible for Will’s disappearance. </p><p>In the long run, I guess Nancy was more concerned with Barb to get too upset on the photos. If she didn’t see Barb in one of the photos, she may not have been so willing to forget about Jonathan doing what he did. She may just figure she needs him. Then they ultimately get close while out searching for clues and monster hunting. It’s disappointing that she so easily forgives him over it, but we do later on see that their relationship isn’t exactly as sweet as some fans think it is. Between this and “officially” getting together because Murray thinks they have sexual tension, the foundation isn’t as strong as some people think. In the end, I think they were just two people who needed each other, and “I love you because I need you” just isn’t the same as “I need you because I love you.” </p>
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Question: <p>Now Milevens say that the 'crazy together' scene is Mileven, not byler. They say that Mike was going crazy 'cause of El. Does this make sense to you? Not to me but i don't know, you're the expert ;)</p>
Answer: <p>I don’t know that I’m an expert, but I do what I can to make sense of these things. The problem with a lot of fans, particular those in the vocal Mileven camp, is that they take everything at face value. There’s no attempt to account for subtext, parallels, foreshadowing, etc. Since Mike says he loves El, it must be true even though he doesn’t act like it and his relationship is most similar to Nancy and Steve. </p><p>A lot of Mike’s interactions with Will have parallels to his interactions with El. A lot. I can’t stress that enough, so, again, a lot. One interpretation of this, which I believe to be the correct one, is that Mike is shifting his feelings for Will (consciously or not) onto El. We’re constantly shown that Will is on Mike’s mind when he’s with El. They meet when Mike is searching for Will. She comes back shortly after Mike’s emotional retelling of their first meeting. She enters the dance after Mike sadly looks out at Will dancing with the random girl. Mike has movie double dates with Will, Max, and Lucas after spending the day with El. He doesn’t actively try to mend things with El until after his fight with Will. </p><p>Halloween is really just more of the same. His feelings for both of them are jumbled up in his head. He IS going crazy in that regard. In the Halloween conversation, they’re both speaking literally about going crazy: Will because of everything with the Mindflayer, and Mike because he thinks he senses El out there somewhere. What makes the line romantic is when Mike offers that they can “go crazy together.” When Mike tries to say something similar to El in the store, she completely misses what he’s talking about. He doesn’t even sound genuine when he says it. It’s awkward enough that it can be chalked up to teenage nervousness, but he didn’t have that sort of problem with Will. Just like with his speech in the shed, Mike is emotional and genuine when he says it to Will. Unlike El, Will doesn’t miss a beat and responds “Yeah, crazy together,” and they share a moment.</p><p>I plan to do a post about Mike where I go further into how someone like Mike can go through a process of realizing and accepting a gay identity. To put it briefly, though, Mike is largely unaware of his feelings. Everything is a ball of emotion, and by having him constantly split his attention between El and Will serves to keep both him and fans from fully understanding it all. Will likely realized his feelings earlier, which is why he looked to Mike during the Snowball when asked to dance (he thought Mike would want to dance with him), why the script had him looking at Mike while everyone danced (he was heartbroken and faking a smile), and why he was so sad seeing him with El in Season 3 (he felt “so stupid” for ever thinking anything would happen). Will may well have thought that Mike had feelings for him. The problem is Mike hadn’t figured that out yet, and, based on the ending of Season 3, probably didn’t figure it out until it was too late.</p>
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Question: <p>If(or more like when)Jopper happens, and if Will or El dies, do you think that Hopper and Joyce still will be able to be happy together?</p>
Answer: <p>I feel this premise is a bit dark. I hope it’s just a hypothetical because priorities seem to be out of whack here. Still, a question is a question.</p><p>We’ve seen how both Joyce and Hopper deal with the loss of a child. Hopper completely shuts himself out from everything and everyone. He even felt the need to get away and hide in a stairwell in order to grieve for his daughter. His controlling behavior and intense fear of loss follow him through the show and hinder his relationships with those he cares for the most. For her part, Joyce was a wreck when Will was missing/presumed dead. She went through severe denial, leaving Jonathan to step up despite his own grief. While the audience knew that strange&reg; things were going on that would explain Will’s disappearance, the characters don’t, so we do get to see how Joyce would cope with an actual death of her child.</p><p>Should Joyce and Hopper get together, which I think will be worked towards but not necessarily be successful, their relationship would likely not survive the loss of Will or El. At that point they would each see both of them as their child, likely resulting in the above reactions to grief playing out again. In such a traumatic moment, people can be highly dependent on their loved ones to help them through it. Hopper’s detachment and Joyce’s denial would likely form a rift between them. Coping methods (healthy or not) are not always complementary in couples, and it can lead to friction. In this case, I would imagine Joyce would get frustrated at Hopper’s detachment, as she would be looking for some clue that El/Will was still alive. Hopper, having shut down his emotions to try and protect himself, would callously scream back that he/she’s dead and that she needs to stop with the craziness. It would actually darkly mirror their interactions early in Season 3 when Joyce was obsessed with the magnets and Jim grew more and more impatient.</p><p>Fortunately, I don’t think either Will or El will die. They might tease it, but I don’t think it would happen. First of all, neither of their names start with a B, and that’s apparently a big deal on this show. Second, I firmly believe that the show is ultimately about Will. They might make it look like El and/or Will die at one point, but reveal it as an illusion or nightmare or something. </p><p>I’ve toyed with the notion that El might go dark (she’s had issues with possessiveness and anger), but they’ve worked too hard to show she has a good heart to the point that I just don’t think it’d work well. If that did happen, it might require lethal force to stop her, as she’d be very dangerous if she got her powers back. I sometimes wonder if the creature inside her leg wasn’t entirely removed and is why she still doesn’t have her powers. If she isn’t able to be saved from that and needs to be killed, then I imagine Hopper would still react the same way. It’d still be losing a daughter for a second time, and he’d probably also feel worse that he let it all happen. Still, this isn’t Game of Thrones. Killing off El (or Will for that matter) would come off as needlessly edgy. </p><p>In the end, I think the closest we’d get to either one dying is a fake out or false foreshadowing. We might even see Joyce and/or Hopper react in a way I’ve mentioned above. Ultimately, however, I think their reactions would be signs of larger issues that would make a relationship difficult anyway. We might see them get together, but I don’t like their long-term odds, even if we don’t get to see how it plays out.</p>
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Question: <p>If there is 5 seasons, and Byler is indeed endgame, do you think it's still not going to be clear in S4? Like we will have some more hints, but that's it? Or do you think they will make it clear and canon in the script that Will and/or Mike likes the other as more than friends? (but then the endgame wouldn't really be a surprise anymore). I'm afraid we still won't have any answers and are going to have to wait for S5 (which is sooo far away!)</p>
Answer: <p>I’m not really much of a writer, so I know very little about constructing stories. What I’d like them to do is make sure a situation like this isn’t rushed. It’s the 80s, so having a gay realization, as I feel Will did in Season 2 and Mike did in Season 3, would lead to many issues. Those issues shouldn’t be glossed over in the sake of fitting something into a 9 episode season. I wouldn’t mind the reveal to be in a 5th season if it meant a better exploration of the process it takes to realize you’re gay, come to terms with it, realize your best friend is also gay, dance around the elephant in the room for a while, then finally open up to each other.</p><p>I wouldn’t worry, though. if there’s going to be a 5th season, they will still continue the build. It’s been getting more obvious each season. If I had to put money on it, I’d say they’d explicitly reveal that Will likes Mike, but they’d leave just enough wiggle room so it could go either way as to whether Mike returns his feelings. I do expect them to not get together until the final season, though. I don’t think it’s due to fear of losing fans, but rather because it will be part of the culmination of Will’s personal struggle with his literal and figurative demons. </p>
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Question: <p>Which ST actors do you think are the most talented and charismatic?</p>
Answer: <p>The only actor I’m really familiar with outside of Stranger Things is Winona Ryder. So everything here is going to be based solely on what I’ve seen in the show.  </p><p>I honestly think they’re all really talented. Pretty much every character has had to show a range of emotional states at some point, and they’ve been quite believable. The young cast, in particular, has been impressive given the relative lack of experience (compared to the older actors). Millie Bobby Brown has done a remarkable job portraying an emotionally and socially stunted girl. Finn Wolfhard and Noah Scnapp both have had their moments, which I think are often overlooked (like everything where Will was possessed or Mike reacting to Will’s “body” in the quarry). </p><p>Still, there’s something about the way Gaten Matarazzo plays Dustin that seems to steal every scene he’s in without really trying. He really sells the idea that he’s constantly surrounded by idiots. His exasperation as he tries to tell the other characters what he feels should be obvious seems genuine. His triumphant joy at finding the stash of chocolate pudding was exactly how I imagine I would have been in that situation. His interactions with Joe Keery also really make you believe they have a brotherly bond. He just does a really great job selling a supporting character, in my opinion anyway.</p>
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Question: <p>Are there any new team ups and interactions between the characters you want to see in S4? Everyone knows that Eleven + Byers family and Nancy + Robin is going to happen, so anything apart from that? Any new bonds you want to see forming?</p>
Answer: <p>I may have missed something, but I don’t think we <i>know</i> anything about Season 4 interactions. We have some theories, and some have reasonable evidence, but they’re still theories. El and the Byers seems like a no-brainer, but I honestly was expecting to see Will and El interact in Season 3, but they really didn’t. I’m not sure where Nancy &amp; Robin comes from unless someone from the show spilled something. We know they know each other, but that’s no reason to expect them to interact. It would be nice, though. We haven’t really seen Nancy interact with another woman her age since she lost Barb.</p><p>Mike and Robin could be neat. If Mike did indeed have a revelation at the end of Season 3 like I think he did, then he will need someone to help him. Robin would have both the personal experience to allow her to empathize with him, and she’s strong-willed enough to deal with any of his sass. </p><p>On that note, I want to see Karen and Mike have some genuine mother/son moments. We’ve seen that Mike will go to her for comfort, but beyond that he’s kept her at an arm’s length despite her attempts to get him to open up. Mike coming out to her might be a bit cliche, but I’d take it. </p><p>I really think Mike and Max would be good friends if they gave each other a chance. I’d like to see them explore this in Season 4. They’d be there for each other, but also have no trouble telling each other how it is. </p><p>Dustin and Lucas. Just the two of them, nobody else around. </p><p>I’d like to see El interact with any boy who isn’t Mike. She was very clingy and completely codependent with him last season. She had almost no interaction with anyone who wasn’t him or Max. She will hopefully see that there is a huge world out there that she never even considered. It doesn’t even have to be romantic. It was just annoying to see her practically ignore Dustin and Lucas even though they’re supposed to be her friends. Mike wasn’t the only one being a bad friend there.</p><p>Let’s give the moms some love, too. I honestly can’t think about Dustin’s mom without feeling that she must be horribly lonely in that house alone while he’s knee-deep in supernatural danger. Let her have some moments with the other moms. We know she loves her son, so I would imagine she’d be familiar with his friends’ moms. Hell, I’d settle for her bonding with Steve over how Dustin’s “growing up so fast.”</p><p>It’s hard to really predict where things will go with the cast fractured from the Byers and El leaving. It’s even harder to predict how big anyone’s role will be with how new characters are introduced every season. Lucas being relegated to being a source of bad advice for Mike was aggravating. I understand it gets hard to explore every possibility with a large cast, but they’re the ones growing it every season.</p>
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Question: <p>Top5 favorite ST ships</p>
Answer: <p>It might surprise you to know that I’m not really in it for the ships. In fact, almost all of the established relationships are kinda bad. Nevertheless, I will do my best to rank these things.</p><p>1) Mike &amp; Will. I admittedly have a soft spot for these boys, so I’m pretty biased here. I know that they aren’t canon yet, but the writing is on the wall. They’re heavily hinted as being in love with each other. They’ve known each other since kindergarten. They’re already best friends. The entire series has basically been about how important they are to each other and the fear of losing each other.</p><p>2) Joyce &amp; Bob. Bob was just a great guy. He treated Joyce’s family as his own, and he was all-in when things got bad. They were very happy together, and it was a knife in the gut when he died. You just can’t get attached to anyone (at least men) with a name starting with B in this show, but Joyce didn’t know that.</p><p>3) Jonathan &amp; Nancy. They have their problems, but they did give it a good go. They communicate better than any of the other established couples. I think they got together for bad reasons, but, had the relationship built up more naturally, I think it could have been stronger. I have my doubts that they can survive a long-distance relationship, but college likely would have separated them anyway.</p><p>4) Max and Lucas. It’s a typical junior high relationship, so it’s pretty flawed. Still, they’re cute together, and they do genuinely seem to like each other. I would expect them to end up being friends, even if it isn’t something shown in-universe. </p><p>5) Joyce &amp; Hopper. They have lots of problems getting in the way of a successful relationship, which is why they are this low, but they are interested in each other. They knew each other when they were younger (though we don’t know how close they were). Joyce trusts him with her boys. Hopper has shown that he considers Joyce’s family to be his own, and he wanted to keep them to all be ok. Unfortunately, they came together as a result of multiple crises, so neither of their emotions are exactly stable. Joyce was even shown still mourning Bob. They aren’t beyond hope, but they both need to understand each other’s issues, show patience, and help each other heal.</p><p>Platonic Honorable Mentions (no particular order): </p><p>The Party  </p><p>Steve &amp; Robin. </p><p>Steve &amp; Dustin</p><p>El &amp; Max</p>
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Question: <p>i'm losing hope of byler being an endgame :( milevens say that we are invalidating mileven, besides having several scenes that they show "passion/love". they make fun of us, besides always giving reasons why mileven is an endgame, and disrespecting other people's ship, and maybe actually Will will be with another boy right?? idk but I really hope I'm not being deluded</p>
Answer: <p>lol  lets not focus on byler for a sec and mostly discuss mileven. what scenes show mileven’s  ‘passion/love’? Because<b> the show invalidates mileven constantly</b>-why they’re so aggressive/afraid of us.THEY KNOW IT’S DOOMED (they live in head canons and nothing else).  I’m going to try keeping this short by doing bullet points.</p><p>-The writers in s3 threw in a telemarketing joke just for Mike to say “<b>El. no. sorry not interested</b>” and hang up the phone. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1019" data-orig-width="575"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c784ae423de3c42d2940d89244f1f182/de7678ca036283f0-87/s640x960/46bfaa0be5a11a0fd1221f2ec552c8d6591f4510.png" data-orig-height="1019" data-orig-width="575" alt="image"/></figure></div><h2>- Flo  in s1: “only love makes you that<b> crazy</b> and that<b> damn stupid</b>.”</h2><p>Mike: “if we’re both going crazy. we’ll go crazy together right?”will: “yeah, crazy together “ *smile and stare longingly at eachother *————————————————————-Mike: “they do say it makes you crazy”El: <b>“what makes you crazy</b>?”(the exact opposite of crazy together as she continues to be confused over every explanation he gives of love 😂)————————————————————-Will after fighting with mike: says he assumed they’d be together for the rest of their lives. Calls himself “ so stupid “ 4x . rips up photo where they said they’d go crazy together . Cries .El after fighting with mike: “there’s <b>more to life than STUPID boys </b>.”  El’s catchphrase being “<b>not stupid</b>” which she says in s2 before going to see Mike at the school.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="849" data-orig-width="454"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ed165584cb38b0e02114fcc2fb3a2d4e/de7678ca036283f0-ba/s640x960/ba22d9ca53a5ca1e7919d4b9380d8d7179295a29.png" data-orig-height="849" data-orig-width="454" alt="image"/></figure></div><p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/186682301443/jackdanielswithrice-you-know-they-do-say-it">original </a>gifs  <a href="https://argylemikewheeler.tumblr.com/post/187925935238/bylerly-will-el-parallels-2x03-3x03">sources</a></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="299" data-orig-width="509"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8b10d859e9e361946d45e172e5ef6e84/de7678ca036283f0-ba/s640x960/12d6a59006a420b25704afbca00a4e02ad40c45b.png" data-orig-height="299" data-orig-width="509" alt="image"/></figure></div><p>- Erica making he-man and barbie kiss: “Hey , <b>They’re in love!</b>”Lucas (livid- and standing right next to a rainbow forcing them apart): “<b>No, actually,  they’re not. they’re not even from the same planet</b>.”  Cue El and mike being compared to ET and Eliot -WHO AREN’T FROM THE SAME PLANET (by the Duffers in multiple interviews and in the pilot script ) .   And then there’s the  old euphemism of “<b>girls come from Venus, and boys come from Mars</b>”. So El telling mike he should ‘stick with his own species’ (aka boys). And the Duffers saying mileven isn’t in love cause they’re not from the same planet (aka the same gender) -is just them telling us Mike is gay so he can’t fall for El-who is a girl/diff species. They literally have Will say to Mike “<b>welcome to my world”</b> as a contrast. (<a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/620118076655091712/stranger-things-worlds-turned-upside-down">x)</a></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="671" data-orig-width="402"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b21aa61a295517c53dee0bd75a18350f/de7678ca036283f0-bf/s640x960/f2b5bec75a51f94543697325f4ecd7eecc03b553.png" data-orig-height="671" data-orig-width="402" alt="image"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="315" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/8d90cfc837a2ae58b6b3644dc851c793/de7678ca036283f0-6f/s640x960/91b111394e5290fa66393107854b5901c0b0435d.jpg" data-orig-height="315" data-orig-width="540" alt="image"/></figure></div><p>-Also when dustin in s1 says el is “like a wizard” (like Will.) Mike corrects dustin and says “more like yoda”. Really hammering down the alien references- which the Duffers reference to el in interviews all the time-by comparing her to et . In the pilot they even said mike and el are like “Eliot and et.” They said they made el dress like a ghost cause et did so- and then for the extra burn they made mike a ghost hunter/buster. And they said that EL’s makeover in s1 was like et’s in the movie. And sorry &hellip; who compares the girl they “crush on” with a green gross alien (yoda)- kind of shows how he sees her more as this foreign superpowered entity rather than a girl. And on what planet is et /Eliot romantic??Answer is -it’s not. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="522" data-orig-width="384"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/9f86b919921822a40c1c019c7f089006/de7678ca036283f0-b9/s640x960/956361d572b0f8a71f5b0b7621b6ffd35ca98fca.png" data-orig-height="522" data-orig-width="384" alt="image"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1322" data-orig-width="1457"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3efc941c1843e23bab34043d2ed967f8/de7678ca036283f0-6e/s640x960/d58f3143beb6a581aa7aeb028550a6fc4e132872.png" data-orig-height="1322" data-orig-width="1457" alt="image"/></figure></div><p>- In contrast, They have Mike and Will parallel  Diane and Venkman. In ghost Busters, Mike -is Venkman- and Will -is Dana Barret- who Venkman flirts with shamelessly until she is possessed. Dana finds <b>a demon-dog in her fridge</b>, and hires the ghost busters. And right before Venkman goes on a date with her she is <b>possessed by</b> the big-bad, Zuul, and is transformed into<b> the gate-keeper (who controls demo(n)-dogs)</b>. Venkman proceeded to <b>try to talk to the real Dana</b> , ignoring her possessed form and eventually realizes how serious her condition is, is <b>forced to sedate her.</b> Eventually with the help of his team, Venkman<b> closes the gate to Zuul’s dimension, rescuing Dana in the process.</b> And Venkman plants one on Dana before riding away in triumph. While,<b> El is a ghost and Mike is a ghost hunter </b>XD</p><p>- Mike dehumanizing El is hammered down again when they compare s1 mileven to s2 dart /dustin , to further show how un-romantic it is. Fin even said the duffers told him Mike saw el as a “puppy’ (right after s1).  Sharing sweets ( nougat vs eggos) for breakfast and saying they’ll have to wait for them to  come home from school. saying they ‘promised’ to take care of them and that they ‘trust’ dustin &amp; mike. The crews thinking both El &amp; Dart  were bad guys and both end up running away. Mike even admitted in s1 he doesn’t like eggos and told El she doesn’t have to eat “like a dog” anymore. And having mike annoyed, say  “a bond? cause you shared nougat?!” is dissing milevens who think the ego thing is cute/romantic.  it’s ironic when Mike says to Dustin “she’s not a dog” cause he treats her as such. Why El says in s3 angrily , “am I your pet?”</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1062" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e8ec4992c40aaf073d83220d0651f60e/de7678ca036283f0-25/s640x960/12ed9d2615301d076bbe89a860182c2ab1c9137c.png" data-orig-height="1062" data-orig-width="540" alt="image"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="692" data-orig-width="1051"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/812196629509e89b3bd588e91824c1f0/de7678ca036283f0-53/s640x960/bba371500e3bc67fbec495775ac1737a9acfbb14.png" data-orig-height="692" data-orig-width="1051" alt="image"/></figure></div><p>-They also had Mike tell Max “i don’t hate you. I don’t even know you.”  Aka he can’t hate Max or love el cause he knew both for a week-and doesn’t know them.</p><p>- they dance to<b> ‘every breath you take’ a break up song about a stalker ex who can’t accept he is now with her friend.</b> The writer of the song also has said many times “it’s NOT a love song.” The duffers obviously knew that. Lumax also danced to it and Lucas was called a ‘stalker’. El also stalked Mike in s2 (all that stuff milevens found romantic- El watching him without him knowing. Mike says he was not ok with it in s3). And in s3 he said not to do that and she just says ‘i make my own rules’. Not to mention Nancy teaching Dustin how to dance is a direct parallel to Mike teaching El. </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="298" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5b28078903f2f95ddcece76c025c8553/de7678ca036283f0-29/s640x960/148969fafd5f0e133834a806d25676819331530c.png" data-orig-height="298" data-orig-width="540" alt="image"/></figure></div><p>Mike also tries to act like Dustin, and  forces Will to dance with a girl (who’s wearing a rainbow hair clip). Trying to be a good sport like Dustin is about lumax. And right after this we see Dustin look sad about Max/Lucas dancing and Mike (next to Dustin) look sadly at Will/girl dancing in the same exact frame as Max/Lucas. As they switch between these 2 shots to emphasize their sadness/jealousy.Then they both sit down (mirroring each other) on the verge of tears before Nancy and El show up to comfort them and distract them.  As El once again (presumably) wears Nancy dress. Mike after El asks “will you be my brother?” “you cant go with your sister&hellip; i mean you can but it’d be really weird.” </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="630" data-orig-width="452"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fe6e8d6ad4e0c55f4ba588e6020c17b5/de7678ca036283f0-23/s640x960/7f54bc90be41571184a9c766e06d9c4fce9523ff.png" data-orig-height="630" data-orig-width="452" alt="image"/></figure></div><p>- before their first kiss in s1 she asked if he would be like her brother (after being compared to a cousin, and being compared to Holly, and wearing Nancy’s dress.) In s2 they even make a direct parallel to Luke &amp;Leia (who were siblings who had a weird romantic relationship/kissed before realizing they were related). Mike (as Leia) saying “it’s a trap” to El (Luke). </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="593" data-orig-width="620"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3476c15b06a333ac9212fe27802f81ed/de7678ca036283f0-df/s640x960/d8cd26f8daed577a067883f053b86b168ae9fb2e.png" data-orig-height="593" data-orig-width="620" alt="image"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="620" data-orig-width="505"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e5f25fe41d885d34d418c691dcb40309/de7678ca036283f0-f3/s640x960/b9558468dfa04519d8957e3cb4371a6f7d070f6c.png" data-orig-height="620" data-orig-width="505" alt="image"/></figure></div><p>- Mike in s1 writes a d&amp;d story for Will inspired by star wars.  in ep one Will tells Mike “it was a <b>7,</b> the <b>demogorgan it got me</b>.”At the end of the season Mike writes a whole story of him and his friends killing a <b>7 headed monster, and showing the decapitated head of the monster to king Tristan </b>(Will). Similar to how at the hospital he tells Will to not worry cause “it’s dead now”. This is right after Will rolls a 14 (cause Mike and Will are 7s together). And Mike who is a fan of starwars has King Tristan give them medals after killing the monster. Cause he wants Will/king tristan (instead of Leia -a girl) to present him with medals and be his romantic love interest (and praise him for being a hero).</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="217" data-orig-width="512"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c91d3e094fbc420ef86626d6c23ca402/de7678ca036283f0-37/s640x960/d660136ab2e9d05f4b2cc23a3efa39a335eb0558.gif" data-orig-height="217" data-orig-width="512" alt="image"/></figure></div><p>- They had Dustin call mileven “bullshit” just like stancy (who were never in love). And in s3 for almost every single character in the show to dislike mileven . if that isn’t a cry for help from the writers idk what is XD</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="510" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/29277395267369e5a5542bd61f82fb5c/de7678ca036283f0-dd/s640x960/77930382ff979514c8a707613613a8d2827e84f7.png" data-orig-height="510" data-orig-width="540" alt="image"/></figure></div><p>other stancy parallels: Making out on a bed to cheesy music. stancy wasn’t in love but they kissed the most in the series. Mike and Steve singing to their gfs and neither being fans and cutting them off.In s1, both Nancy/Mike slap Steve and El and then both yell “ What is wrong with you?!”  El and Steve both are compared to Ted. El being a fan of ted’s lazy boy. (Karen in s3 looks at Ted in the chair when the lyric “I should have walked away “ plays). And Steve and ted continuing to eat chicken as their gf /wife storm off from the table upset , and they do nothing. Steve and Ted both tell Mike to “stay on the bench/you’re on the bench.” And Nancy says about Karen/ ted that they “never loved each other” (just like mileven and stancy which are “bullshit.”) All 3 wheelers were with people cause it seemed like the rational choice ( rich guy/ popular guy/ girl). Not to mention mike said “ I don’t remember” ( in reference to saying he loved el ) . And doesn’t say it back when el says “I love you”. Which mimics Nancy saying “I don’t remember ” (saying the relationship is bs) . And she is also unable to say she loves Steve when he says“say you love me.” And Steve and el walking away as both wheelers stand there in silence. Unable to say “I love you” back.  Also, when stancy officially breakup it also pans to mileven on the porch.And 11byers mentioned (at Christmas)  jancy has a moment but despite stancy’s issues she goes back to Steve where she looks sad over the decision .  Similar to how Byler have a moment , but then after , mileven talks about christmas  and they have that awkward kiss.</p><p>-They had Mike apologize to Will immediately. But with El he says “what did i do wrong?’ (Kind of like how ted, after pissing off karen says “what did I do?”)And them waited by the phone for her to apologize- says sexist stuff about her. Then have mike laugh/burp and talk about cheese and El to laugh about the break up/high five max  and oggle a pic of another male celeb right after. And to say she’s not sure if he’s a good kisser and refer to Mike as her “first boyfriend” (implying others in the future).  El then happily reads comics and it pans to Will throwing his comic on the ground (staring at a pic of mike) and crying after his fight with him, where he said he thought they’d never get gfs but spend the rest of their lives together.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="675" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e03af9232c6a0d4de4a518464fceea0a/de7678ca036283f0-50/s640x960/024b87c0cf5441158da2dd1bdb1cc390785020e0.png" data-orig-height="675" data-orig-width="540" alt="image"/></figure></div><p> - They compared mileven to karen/billy. El in s2 , mimics Erica Kane who m(in the ep she is watching) rushes into a relationship with a writer named Mike Roy. (That relationship is not endgame-and  literally ends with one of them stalking and sabotaging their next relationship, but eventually accepting it’s over). This, also parallels Karen/ Billy. Before she meets him in s2, Karen is reading a romance book that has a guy that resembles Billy on the cover. The Duffers even mentioned they changed the cover to show the resemblance between Billy and the fictional book character. And we see Karen reading the sequel in s3 before Billy appears. B<b>oth El and Karen don’t/didn’t love Mike or Billy- they just projected onto them fictional characters they were infatuated with. El being into Mike roy- but projecting him on to Mike wheeler.</b></p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="520" data-orig-width="512"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3f389312db24e4c110a5e576e14e936d/de7678ca036283f0-0f/s640x960/41500af1b61dbeab80b1dfaf05b008696c907bbf.png" data-orig-height="520" data-orig-width="512" alt="image"/></figure></div><p>-They had El’s whole s2 arc be destroyed to show mileven is bad for her. “friends don’t lie” to let me lie to my friends so I can kiss mike and ditch them. lucas even said “they’re lying (about her curfew).”And lie to Mike about hearing his confession. Then in s2 trying to leave the cabin to experience the world and see my friends and fam again. To literally ignoring them all for 6 months and never leaving the cabin-despite Hopper letting me leave the house in s3.</p><p>- El in s3 says Mike treats her “like a pet” and “garbage”.</p><p>- When Mike says in the pool shed she’s the “most important thing in the world” to him. she cuts him off and says Hopper is right about them spending too much time together. But when Mike in the shed says asking Will to be his friend was the “best thing he’s ever done” (it was practically the cliche of true love breaking the curse) XD.</p><p>-In s1 Mike referred to her as a ‘weapon’  to help get Will back. smacked her when he thought she lied about Will being alive and said Lucas was right about her all along when he thought Will was dead and he couldn’t use her anymore. </p><p>- Max calls Mike out for not trusting her and Mike doesn’t deny it saying “you want to talk about trust? really? after you made Eleven spy on us.” (which wasn’t true El just spied of her own volition). And as another contrast Mike happily called Will “a super spy” a season prior.</p><p>- They had El never apologize for spying/stalking . And  Mike never apologize for lying -despite it being the cause of the breakup . And had mike not reciprocate the kiss/ or say ‘i love you ‘ back  and had his eyes open while the same exact song plays (that robin came out to: called ‘the first i love you’). The ‘first i love you’ also sounds like ‘the first lie’ - that song played when jancy said they were just friends. it sounds the same cause jancy lied about it not being romantic while mileven lied by saying it was.  He never apologized for lying cause the love is the lie- like Max said “boyfriends lie ALL THE TIME”. And it’s why the camera panned to Will when Lucas asked why Mike lied to her. And he never answers El’s question of ‘why do you lie?!’ (he just looks up silent and guilt ridden).This awkward kiss all happens in Will’s room too while Mike is in front of an open closet (while El is holding Will’s old bear).  </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="332" data-orig-width="530"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1619df739681c96e254ee8ce883c8593/de7678ca036283f0-d9/s640x960/c871b5da363552f8564d811bf9ba84f28af81d7b.gif" data-orig-height="332" data-orig-width="530" alt="image"/></figure></div><p>Plus he fought with Hopper in s2 (’about El’) in Will’s room too. He wasn’t actually calling Hopper the liar he was calling himself “a stupid disgusting liar”out of self hate .  That scene was foreshadowing his lying to El in s3 (about his feelings for her). He blamed Hopper for his feelings for Will cause he told himself it wouldn’t have escalated if El had been around to ‘fix him’ . “I BLAME YOU! NOTHING ABOUT THIS IS OK! NOTHING ABOUT THIS IS OK. YOU STUPID DISGUSTING liar, liar, liar, liar”.starts crying.</p><p>- They barely spoke to each other and all they did was makeout for 1 ep (while Mike put a drawing of ‘Will (the fire wielding) wise’ on the wall to help him kiss her/ with rainbows pic everywhere in the room to signify he’s gay and lying).  All while listening to a mixtape Will gave him as he kisses El.As Mike moves her hands off him (and sings a song from ‘boy in the box’) and El says to Max later she doesn’t know if mike’s a good kisser . And Mike rushes to one of his many established double-dates with Will and lumax  (<a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/187111333133/the-duffers-use-of-music-proves-byler-is-endgame">x</a>). And Mike in s3 when dating el, removes the sign of the heart being propelled by a rainbow (which he had before meeting El in his basement) .BUT it follows him symbolically ,as a drawing of a heart being propelled by a rainbow (in el’s room- cause no matter how much he kisses el there, he can’t escape his rainbow/being gay.)</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="539" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5da70ab0cb2fb61f6ce6615134a49ff8/de7678ca036283f0-15/s640x960/fb2d0fcb4c79fcf01b42e91f9c310fcf02f4e1c4.png" data-orig-height="539" data-orig-width="540" alt="image"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="763" data-orig-width="426"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/332b7d56b00f619b7bc0a84cda4feaa9/de7678ca036283f0-24/s640x960/d1b24c88e765ed5a9ac8b5739452767f08cc5c3d.png" data-orig-height="763" data-orig-width="426" alt="image"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="508" data-orig-width="714"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/888a6df07102c39a7cc79f4f8e1c6abd/de7678ca036283f0-e9/s640x960/3727648c40d399e6d2c51f9bed88dd2f7661c127.png" data-orig-height="508" data-orig-width="714" alt="image"/></figure></div><p>- Mike says “i never gave up on you (to El). “ When moments earlier he says “it took her just like it took Bob.” HE’S LYING AGAIN. He always thought she was dead -he was just hoping she was alive so he didn’t have to blame himself. He felt bad for treating her like a “weapon”. Mike saw El and didn’t even bother looking for her in the woods cause he assumed she was dead and was hallucinating. Mike saw Will’s dead body- but heard his voice and got him from another dimension (for El he couldn’t even bother to walk into the woods). Despite going  into the woods in the pouring rain 2x for Will. El and Mike both call for Mike in the upside down (Mike in the same ep only comes for Will).</p><p>- in s2 ep 1, both call for Mike ,but Mike only comes for Will -not el. It was like how Nancy in s1 called for Jon, and jonathan pulled her out of the upsidedown.  And as Jonathan and Mike both pull Nancy and Will back from the upside down , Jonathan says “I got you”. And Mike says “I got him “ twice. But mileven is like how barb while in the upsidedown called for Nancy (but nancy didn’t hear her screaming her name-cause it shows symbolically Nancy does not return Barb’s romantic feelings). Just like mileven </p><p>- Mike saying about Max “awesome? you don’t even know her.” Dustin says “ i don’t have to i mean look at her.” El was said in s1 multiple times to look like a boy (specifically Will). So Dustin and Lucas had no interest in her -only Mike did. BUT when max (a girl who looked like a girl) arrived- they as straight boys  were smitten. And Mike was not interested at all (cause he’s gay). The fact people don’t realize Mike was rude to her because he thought Will liked her too makes me laugh - he even was &frac12; honest in s3 saying he was jealous of her  XD </p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="917" data-orig-width="886"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/15fc6e857116187f84d0e42b6a150dea/de7678ca036283f0-a9/s640x960/e96a2a5d06718154c1ad794c5e8eaae643405bae.png" data-orig-height="917" data-orig-width="886" alt="image"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="378" data-orig-width="562"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c45ab385c33d54b740b851eb7fdc20e0/de7678ca036283f0-c6/s640x960/fc24316711ade32c426e3502cb73d280c2dbc882.jpg" data-orig-height="378" data-orig-width="562" alt="image"/></figure></div><p>- why in s3 (when she looks like a girl) the compliment to her look is almost the same as Hopper’s comment to her makeover in s2. Paralleling Mike to her dad is the opposite of romantic!</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="404" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a7b701f15dc8bd5ea39b770e011d3044/de7678ca036283f0-df/s640x960/89747637c4706e3494fbbe07e29dacba582439e8.jpg" data-orig-height="404" data-orig-width="540" alt="image"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="960" data-orig-width="541"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/954bdbd88764f3016a5315738e08ef20/de7678ca036283f0-3b/s640x960/ea8f557be5cd71cace9356f27503b067565193fd.png" data-orig-height="960" data-orig-width="541" alt="image"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="362" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6dbec8767e3100a5b4a793de95447f15/de7678ca036283f0-7e/s640x960/3b910b9632ab886c1a74bf04975b723f0095eeef.png" data-orig-height="362" data-orig-width="540" alt="image"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="779" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/83c7b3098b27ba988deef93af02f7287/de7678ca036283f0-80/s640x960/7b26e98e453b9a3ce63eb1cb5c84299ef6557efe.png" data-orig-height="779" data-orig-width="540" alt="image"/></figure></div><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1920" data-orig-width="720"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/dfbaff52c00ca990819e6e20a15b029c/de7678ca036283f0-23/s640x960/895d02c138821fac9fac8b5c7ef0f382ba8d55f9.png" data-orig-height="1920" data-orig-width="720" alt="image"/></figure></div><p>-people say in s3 Will saying “a day free of girls” is gay coded but everyone ignores Mike in s3 saying “BOYS ONLY”. Same energy.</p><p>-MiKE has more rainbows than Will: Mike’s rainbow bedroom blinds, the rainbow-heart wooden sign in the basement in s1, the rainbow heart drawing that says Mike in s3, a rainbow sticker in his room, byler standing behind a rainbow poster in s2. And Will with the rainbow ship and the girl he danced with having a rainbow hearts-hairclip.</p><p>- People mention Mike saving El in s3 as romantic ( when he hit Billy). But when Billy slapped max he charged in to save her too and tried punching him (despite their beef). that moment wasn’t romantic. Mike is just a good person. And is brave and will defend most people.</p><p>- for those not keeping tract mileven is compared to stancy, ted/karen,  karen/billy, stobin, max &amp;mike, barb/nancy, siblings &amp; cousins &amp; a parent/kid dynamic.</p><p>- Finn, after s1, said the duffers told him,   Mike thinks of her as a “puppy/ “et” , and that Mileven was a  “<b>first summer love thing”</b>- <b>foreshadowing mileven’s downfall during the Summer </b>(aka s3). He repeats this “first summer love” phrase 2x.  Millie when he mentioned what the duffers said, rightfully thought the puppy thing was “awful”, but Finn was clearly told mileven doesn’t last -very early on.<b>Summer love” by definition fails-as it only lasts during the summer.  </b>Max in s3 having to correct El that Mike is her<b> “ ex boyfriend” </b>and Will saying<b> “that doesn’t sound like a break”. </b>And Max agreeing<b> “it wasn’t!” </b>is foreshadowing they (probably) never actually got back together-but El assumes they did.</p><div class="npf_row"><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="529" data-orig-width="540"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/14982eb869670f143cf2734ae0d3ef5f/de7678ca036283f0-e6/s640x960/f78b5dfb610f07bbc62a78e749561d813a60120b.png" data-orig-height="529" data-orig-width="540" alt="image"/></figure></div><p>this could go on and on honestly. there’s so much other stuff proving mileven is not going to be endgame. Not to mention all of Mike’s queer coding (<a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/187036237693/why-i-no-longer-think-mike-is-bi-but-gay">x</a>) XD   </p>
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Question: <p>Do you think Mike is gay or bi? I always thought bi, because he seemed genuinely attracted to El when she was wearing the dress and the wig in S1, but a lot of Byler shippers think Mike is gay, and I don't really get it. (plus in the Montauk pilot he had a crush on Jennifer Hayes, so I don't think they ever intended for him to be gay)</p>
Answer: <p>It’s hard to say, and, ultimately, I’m not sure it matters too much. I would personally be fine with whichever they went with. Bi representation is always appreciated. In real life, it would never be acceptable to speculate on someone’s sexual orientation based on who they have or haven’t been with. It’s really all a continuum anyway. Humans just like being able to categorize everything, so we came up with labels for this sort of thing (like everything else). I suggest reading up on Klein’s Sexual Orientation Grid. It’s an attempt to improve on the Kinsey Scale, and it does a good job showing just how complex something like sexual orientation is.</p><p>But this is a TV show, so we can assume everything we’re shown and told is meaningful in some way. I will attempt to conceptualize Mike’s orientation as best I can based on what we’re shown and how I interpret it all.</p><p>I don’t know much about the pilot, but Jennifer Hayes ultimately had a non-role in the series thus far. Mike didn’t show any attraction to her, nor did he show any attraction to other girls. He outright resents Max. While Lucas and Dustin fawn over her, and Will seems at least intrigued, Mike wants nothing to do with her. It’s an irrational hatred, as he does start to show that Max’s skateboard antics amuse him (before El trips her). El is the only girl he seems remotely interested in. I don’t think him liking her after being dressed like a girl matters here because I don’t think he ever really liked her (romantically) in the first place. Mike only knew El for about a week, and for half of that he treated her like a tool/weapon they could use to find Will. I really think Mike wanted to bring Will to the Snow Ball, but he doesn’t want to be “queer.” </p><p>My understanding is that the kiss at the Snow Ball was not scripted, but even if it was, it doesn’t mean anything. As I’ve stated before, Mike gets romantic with El when Will is on his mind. At the Snow Ball, El comes in while Mike is sitting there moping as Will dances with a girl. Like I said above, Mike wants to be there with Will, but he’s not ready to accept that yet. Even after he urges Will to dance with the girl, he stands there shocked and then sits and mopes while watching him dance. El walking in at that moment is a welcome convenience for him to be “normal.” In Season 3, Mike doesn’t even seem to enjoy kissing or touching El. She is the one initiating everything. He really seems like he’s just going through the motions. There’s not even a hint that he enjoys her kiss at the end, and when they’re hugging it’s her who moves his face so they’re nuzzling.</p><p>When I consider everything we’re shown, I do have to think there’s a strong chance Mike is gay. If he didn’t look so disinterested in Season 3, I’d be more willing to think he’s bisexual. Mike pulling El’s hands off his face as they’re kissing suggests he may be trying to pretend she’s someone else. Mike singing along with the music suggests he may have just wanted to stop kissing. The fact that he was annoyed instead of sad when El dumped him, whereas he was sad and frantic when Will rode off, suggests he didn’t really miss El as much as he wanted the others to think. I mean, he only chased after one of them with a desperate urge to apologize. Even when he tries to talk to her about feelings, he uses language from when he and Will bonded on Halloween. He uses suspiciously similar language with El as he does with Will (”If we’re going crazy, we’ll go crazy together.”/”Blank makes you crazy.)(”It was the best thing I’ve ever done.”/”You’re the most important thing in the world to me.”), but it comes off as far more genuine with Will. In fact, one might say he’s trying to convince himself more than he’s trying to convince El.</p><p>Mike doesn’t like El. He’s actually using her, displacing his feelings for Will onto her. I don’t think he knows he’s doing this. He probably had convinced himself he likes El. The ending of Season 3 suggests he may have finally figured it all out. If he doesn’t like El, though, then there isn’t really any support for him being bi instead of gay.</p><p>I would welcome Mike as bi, but the evidence suggests he’s gay. In fact, he really only seems to have eyes for Will. Sexual orientation doesn’t work this way in real life, of course. Someone can only be with one gender and still be bi. However, this is a TV show, and we can assume they’re showing us exactly what they want to show us. Still, there’s more yet to come, so we don’t know for sure.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi! So I watched the Mike's false confession to El (idk if it is a confession itself) and before he gets interrupted by Dustin, he says: "What I wanna say is... I just... I know that I--". Don't you think this is weird? "I know that I..." What he's trying to say? "I know that I love you"? Like, is he trying to convince himself about it? What do you think?</p>
Answer: <p>I think that scene was deliberately vague. They wanted fans to wonder what he was going to say and sort of fill in the blanks. I do think that Mike was trying to say that he loved her, but, since he didn’t mean it, he wasn’t able to. He kept trying to get El to say it by beating around the bush. She didn’t understand in the slightest, though. It’s clear they’ve never actually talked about how they feel about each other.</p><p>My entire conceptualization of the situation is that Mike is again full of love for Will (this all happened post-fight), and his feelings for Will are messing with his head. I don’t buy that he’s suddenly bashful about his feelings. I think he’s just thoroughly confused at this point. He even acts like he doesn’t remember the conversation later on. I don’t think he realizes that it’s not El he loves until the Byers leave Hawkins at the end.</p>
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Question: <p>What song would you like to use for Season 4 Jopper?</p>
Answer: <p>I’m not sure what the prospects for that relationship are, but I’d like both of them to be happy, so I’ll oblige your request.</p><p>They’re adults, so I’ll go with an older song. </p><p>Reunited by Peaches &amp; Herb is a bit cliche given the situation, but it could work.</p><p>However, Wait a Million Years by The Grass Roots is a really good one, I think. I like to think Hopper tries to get by while imprisoned by thinking of Joyce. No doubt he’s in a lot of pain, physically and psychologically, but he takes solace knowing Joyce and the others should be ok. Joyce has already shown that she never quite got over Bob, so thinking Hopper sacrificed himself probably still haunts her in Season 4. The tune is a bit jarring, which could help illustrate the inner turmoil of missing each other, but also the desperation to see each other again.</p>
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Question: <p>what are some songs you'd like to see in next season?</p>
Answer: <p>I did a post like this last year. It’s <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/186456638278/stranger-things-4-soundtrack-ideas">here</a> if you want to check it out. It was based on an assumption that Season 4 would take place in 1986. I’ve seen some speculation that it might actually be in 1987, so I’ll spitball some more songs. I like it when they have songs from that year in Seasons, though I know they won’t be that strict with it.</p><p>Is This Love by Whitesnake</p><p>Wanted Dead or Alive by Bon Jovi</p><p>Everybody Have Fun Tonight by Wang Chung</p><p>Luka by Suzanne Vega (This one is not for a fun reason)</p><p>I’m sure I could come up with more, but then I’ll start getting too deep into trying to match them with possible story elements.</p>
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Question: <p>I love your answer to the last ask! It makes so much sense. But I have a hard time picturing the Duffer brothers leading Mileven fans on, that would be cruel, like they know they would receive a ton of backlash for it.. I really can't see them be like "surprise, Mike and El were never in love, he was in love with Will all along!", and for casual viewers this would just come out of nowhere. I really hope you're right, but I don't really believe it.. this show is so frustrating haha</p>
Answer: <p>They didn’t really lead fans on, though. The relationship was never shown to be a good one. People get in on Mike and El because it’s the heteronormative thing to do. In fact, none of the currently “established” couples are really doing a good job of being together. Joyce and Bob were probably the best, and look what happened there. </p><p>I really think the Duffers may be subverting a lot of tropes here. They’re giving us a more realistic look at what happens where people rush into relationships without getting to know each other. Almost all of the couples, and I’ll lump Joyce and Hopper in here too, became interested in each other during traumatic events. When something like this happens, couples often have trouble after things calm back down and the danger is over. </p><p>If Mike and El end up being endgame, then so be it, but it’s not the story the Duffers have built up to. Fans can complain all they want, but Mike and Will won’t have come out of nowhere. It’s been there all along, slowly building up. It’ll be one of those situations where fans will be able to go back and see it all more clearly after the fact.</p>
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Question: <p>What do you think of when Mike said "I love her and I can't lose her again!". I don't know why they had him say that if they planned on going with Byler. And it didn't seem like he was lying, like Nancy saying "I love you" to Steve in S2. </p>
Answer: <p>There’s two things to remember about Mike in regards to his relationship with El. 1) It’s always been paralleled with his relationship with Will. 2) He does not seem to be enjoying his relationship with her in Season 3. Given these two facts, I don’t think that statement was even meant for her. He’s been using her as an outlet for his “inappropriate” feelings for Will all along.</p><p>In Season 1, Mike is supposedly crushing hard on El, but he gets angry with her twice (in the same episode, I believe). Both of these times are the result of Mike thinking El is lying about being able to help Will. First he’s annoyed that she seems to be sending them on a wild good chase (”Why did you bring us here?”) then he flips out when Will’s body is pulled from the quarry (”You were supposed to help us find him alive! You told us he was alive!”).Mike starts to “fall” for her after she reveals Will is alive and helps find him in the Upside Down. </p><p>In Season 2, Mike is intensely worried about Will. He stays by his side, promises to protect him, and manages to break through to him by talking about how meeting Will was the best thing he’s ever done. El walks back into his life again as it looks like he may lose Will for a second time. It very conveniently allows it to seem like El is the one he’s worried about losing when she goes with Hopper and Will goes with Joyce, Jonathan, and Nancy. He later encourages Will to dance with the random girl, looks surprised and sad when Will agrees, and sits and mopes until El conveniently shows up. </p><p>In Season 3, Mike’s relationship with El is a constant show for others. Look closely at any of the scenes where they show physical intimacy. When they’re kissing in El’s room, Mike removes her hands from his face. He also breaks the kiss to sing along with the music. When Dustin is showing off his gadgets, he is standing with his arms crossed while El clings to him. He even seems to shift slightly only for her to pull him closer. He makes it a point to bail on the party with her after making the trip to the hill in order to make it clear that they’re going to make out. He enjoys other people knowing they’re dating, but he doesn’t enjoy the relationship itself. When they fight he’s more annoyed than upset. He doesn’t try to make amends himself until after he fights with Will. </p><p>He’s once again afraid of losing Will, and, as a result, he tries to make up with El. He makes a mess of it, of course, and eventually this results in him shouting out “I love her and I can’t lose her again!” Now, he does care about El, and he doesn’t want her to get hurt (or worse), but this line was entirely based on the turmoil from his fight with Will. This is why we never see Mike and Will make up. This is probably why they needed them to get into a fight in the first place. Mike even uses similar language to what he’s said to WIll before (”We’ll go crazy together”/”They say it makes you crazy.”/”It was the best thing I’ve ever done.”/”You’re the most important thing in the world to me.”) They need to keep up Mike’s plausible deniability by making sure he’s constantly in fear of losing both of them. This allows him to pretend it’s El that he’s in love with, as well as misleading the audience into thinking the same thing.</p><p>This is all hammered home at the end. El’s clinginess to Mike is back, apparently out of nowhere if Mike’s surprise is any indicator. He either doesn’t remember their conversation or is pretending not to. He doesn’t kiss her back, instead he stands there with his arms at his sides with his eyes wide open. He’s very confused as El walks off. Even when they hug outside, it’s entirely El that is physically intimate. Watch the scene closely. El moves Mikes head so that they have the face nuzzle. Again, she is the one initiating all physical intimacy. The last thing we see from Mike is him sadly looking back at the Byers house before pedaling home. He walks into his house in a daze and hugs his mom, reminiscent of the scene where he thought Will was dead. I think he may have just put everything together.</p><p>We’re supposed to think Mike loves El, but they’ve left us more than enough clues that he really loves Will. They never even really made Mike and El’s relationship look healthy when you think about it. Poor Mike was just as confused as many of the fans. </p>
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Question: <p>what do you want to see from max in s4?</p>
Answer: <p>Sorry this one took me a little while. I got caught up in some other things, and there were a few requests that came in before yours.</p><p>I think what I want from Max is to see how she is after the events of Season 3. In Season 2, she was mainly along for the ride. She met this weird group of boys with a dark secret that she ended up being caught up in. In Season 3, though, she was personally involved as a result of the Mindflayer possessing Billy, as well as the fact that she grew close to El. She had to watch Billy die, which, despite their horrible relationship, must have been really traumatic for her. We last see her alone in her room. Is she mourning Billy’s death? El leaving? A combination? It was somewhat surprising to see her show concern for Billy. Nothing really suggested they had a close relationship. Whatever the case, I just really want to see this addressed. I don’t want them to just show her ok as if she magically got over it all. I feel there’s too much of that already.</p><p>It would be nice to see Max and Mike bond, I think they’re both too stubborn to admit they (platonically) like each other. Perhaps they can help each other, as Mike is also left reeling after Season 3. I can see them being vitrolic best buds of sorts.</p><p>I also want Max to just be ok. Her home life was already problematic. What’s she going to be dealing with now that Billy is gone? Will Neil become controlling of her? What did Max tell him about Billy’s death? How is Neil responding to it? We don’t even know if Neil will be a part of Season 4 or not. I don’t remember him being part of Season 3 except for Billy’s memories. I don’t think it’d be good for them to skip this, but I realize they’ll have a lot to cover. Those are the consequences to having such a large cast.</p><p>I liked seeing Max and El as friends, and I hope they continue that. El had gone back to being clingy with Mike at the end, so I hope she doesn’t isolate away again. It seemed she and Max were still friends, which I think is good for both of them, but El’s behavior has never been stable, largely due to the lack of control she’s had over her life. </p><p>Season 4 is a pretty tall order. There’s a lot of characters and relationships to address along with the supernatural plot. I worry sometimes that they’ve painted themselves into a corner, which results in some characters being underdeveloped (like Lucas). I suppose we have to trust that they know what they’re doing. Hopefully Max isn’t just along for the ride.</p>
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Question: <p>How do you think the writers would/should handle the topic of Will's sexuality in the future seasons, if they plan to? I personally wont be surprised if they go with a coming out storyline but i just hope that they find a way to properly include it in the overall story without compromising the other aspects of his arc, like his ptsd, his connection to the UD, his relationships with his family etc. And with such a compressed 8 episode per season format, idk how they're gonna do it.</p>
Answer: <p>You raise a fair point here. Seasons are over before we know it. Sometimes things do feel rushed, so it would be a delicate thing to handle something like this appropriately. I’m not a writer, so it’s hard for me to understand the difficult job they have when trying to convey a story in a finite form (such as TV episodes).</p><p>I think the answer would like in tying it together with all of the other things you’ve listed. For example, if someone went to therapy all of those would be relevant topics for exploration. Now, I don’t see that happening for Will since, for starters,I doubt Joyce would be able to afford a therapist for him, let alone find one that wouldn’t think Will is crazy for all the Upside Down business. Instead, we might get something more cinematically appealing, like flashbacks. What triggers these flashbacks could be up in the air (personal introspection, mind powers, triggers, etc.), but it would seem to fit the show, especially after they showed us Billy’s past.</p><p>Will being forced to confront his memories, fears, insecurities, etc. could be how we, the audience, learn about his sexuality crisis. I’d prefer it be shown as naturally as possible, with no WHAM lines. I don’t want something like this being used for shock value. This is just me speculating, of course, but I could see it fitting the style of the show. Of course, I’m partial to this because it could also be used to show Will’s happy memories, and I just really want to see Mike and Will meeting at the swings.</p><p>Really, I have no way of knowing what the writers are likely to do. I want them to address it properly, showing it as the end result of the slow build up we’ve been seeing. The only people who should be surprised are those blinded by heternormativity. Everyone else should be all, “oh, that makes sense” or “I knew it!” </p><p>Personally I see Will’s sexuality being intertwined somehow with the supernatural elements of the show. As one part gets resolved, so does the other. I once had a theory that the Upside Down represented the closet, and Will only survived it because he had loving family and friends. I don’t think that theory fits anymore with where the show has gone, but I still think it has to be involved somehow. It would seem almost cruel to put a kid through such a series of traumatic events and also have him be gay in the 80s on top of that without it being relevant. </p><p>Of course, they could always throw us through a loop and just start the season with it being common knowledge to someone who just casually brings it up. It’s a cheap storytelling device, but the real story isn’t in that Will is gay, it’s in how it fits into everything else in his life.</p>
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Question: <p>What do you personally want to see from each character in S4?</p>
Answer: <p>This is way too broad of a question for me to answer really. I can’t really go character-by-character in a single post. Feel free to ask a more specific question. My inbox is currently empty.</p><p>To give you a sense as to how I’d answer, what I personally want is to see some growth away from the odd behavior everyone showed in Season 3. It really seemed like everyone was trying to pretend to be someone/something they’re not. I suppose it fit the theme of puberty and the monster consuming others’ personalities, but it was very jarring. I suspect that various characters coming to terms with who they are will be a big aspect of Season 4. I think the opportunity is there for several of them to shed their masks, insecurities, etc. in order to be more true to themselves and their friends.</p>
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Question: <p>Do you think it's possible that Byler and everything we see is accidental and was never intended? That's a fear of mine, because you can always kind of explain it like "Mike and Will are (just) best friends who love each other very much". Like if romantic Byler wasn't planned and if they were only meant to have a strong affectionate friendship, what exactly would be different? I'm scared that everything is just coincidences/apophenia.. Maybe we just see what we know/wanna see (as lgbtq people)</p>
Answer: <p>Possible? Sure. Anything is possible. It’s possible I’ll win the lottery. It’s possible I’ll be in a car accident. What matters is whether it is probable. And I can’t see it being probable that this is all accidental. Not with these writers and the attention to detail they possess.</p><p>We’ve now had three seasons where Mike and Will’s relationship has played a major role. We’ve seen how Mike treats Will differently than he treats his other friends. We don’t see him being affectionate with any of the others. The closest comparison is, well, how he treats El. Even then I’d argue Will still wins out. Mike fights to find Will, whereas he just assumes El is dead. Mike stays by Will’s side, but still trusts him, while he tries to shelter El away and accuses her of spying. Mike chases after Will into the rain to apologize after they fight, while he gets annoyed and mopes around when El breaks up with him. When you think about it, Mike shows all of the emotional love to Will, while giving the physical love to El. It’s a curious situation, and I’ve speculated before that Mike sees El as a safe outlet for his feelings for Will. </p><p>This doesn’t even bring up the fact that Will is explicitly bullied for his perceived homosexuality. There’s little point to this, considering other things he could be bullied for, if it wasn’t going to be an issue. Joyce even makes it a point to mention it to Hopper. Then we know from the script that Will was watching Mike as he danced at the Snowball. Add this to Will glancing over at Mike when the girl asked him to dance in the first place, and Mike’s confused and upset look when Will actually goes, and we see two boys who like each other each thinking the other is straight. </p><p>They’ve had three seasons now to fix this if it wasn’t intended. It’s not like they don’t know there’s a fanbase that is reading romantic undertones from Mike and Will. And I doubt they want to be caught holding a queerbait ball when it’s all over, so if it wasn’t intended, they would have put a kibosh to it. Apophenia is a fair thing to bring up, especially since Mr. Clark specifically talked about it. But keep in mind, Joyce ended up being right even when people thought she was crazy. Was that a subtle nod to Stranger Things fans who are reading beneath the surface? I don’t know, but it could have been.</p><p>Keep the faith. If we’re wrong, we’re wrong, but it won’t be because we were delusional. The signs are all there, and the Duffers and other writers know very well what people are seeing. It’s been shown as the strongest relationship on the show thus far. Something like this wouldn’t have developed smoothly, particularly in the 80s, so I’m happy it’s getting a good build. </p>
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Question: <p>Re: your heteronormativity post.....I get where you're coming from, but there IS a major Byler/Mileven ship war on this site regardless of Wills gender. You can complain all you want that the show isn't giving you what you want but idk what you expected when Mike was established as hetero from the get go. Byler is never going to be a thing because Mike is straight. Should the show have been braver and gone that route? I see the argument. But it won't, so you're wasting your time shipping it</p>
Answer: <p>I feel like there’s a certain irony here. A heteronormative response to a post about heteronormativity. You just assume Mike is straight. Why? Because he was dating El? Because we’re not told he’s anything else? Because he doesn’t adhere to stereotypes or get bullied for it?</p><p>Do you really think that being in an empty relationship with the opposite sex at 14 means someone is straight? Many gay people have done that. It’s still not an easy thing for someone to come to terms with, so imagine what it was like in the 80s. People just assume straight is the norm, and that doesn’t magically change when someone is LGBT. We often try to fit into that hetero box until we have a realization because we’re led to believe that’s just the way it’s supposed to be. Assuming Mike is straight is also complete bi erasure. There’s literally no reason to say he’s not into boys except the heteronormative belief that he can’t be unless it’s said otherwise. </p><p>I mean, this entire response reminds me of parents being in denial when their child comes out. “But you dated so-and-so, you can’t be gay.”</p>
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Question: <p>any theories on kali&rsquo;s return in s4? (there&rsquo;s some evidence on a post i did if you aren&rsquo;t aware but ik your analysises are often much better than i can do) this can tie with brenner and the other subjects if you&rsquo;d like</p>
Answer: <p>Thank you for the compliment, but I’m sure my analyses are nothing special. I just have a lot of time to think them through since school is out for the summer. If you want to link me the post you’re referring to, I’d be happy to take a look at it. For now, everything below is based on things I’m currently aware of.<br/><br/>Kali is a tough one to crack for me. We really only got to see her for an episode aside from some other scenes here and there in Season 2. Everything about her story felt self-contained. If we’re to believe the Duffers when they said that Eleven was not original a part of their plan for Season 2, it becomes worth asking if Kali’s part was added to give El something to do that kept her away from the main conflict of the season. We didn’t even get a mention of her in Season 3, so it becomes even more curious.</p><p>I don’t know how much we can consider the comics, or other supplemental materials, since their canon-status is not well-defined. The author for the comics stated that she wasn’t given many restrictions when creating other kids in the program El and Kali were in. She was really only told to not have a subject One. Her answer was vague enough to suggest that this lack of guidance may have specifically been limited to the experiments, but we just don’t know. </p><p>I’d like Kali to come back, if just to make her character have a point beyond keeping El out of the way while the danger built up in Season 2. That entire episode also opened the door for Brenner still being around doing who knows what. It would seem a waste for it to all be left alone. </p><p>Knowing that Kali will be the subject for a comic release makes me wonder if she’ll be back. I haven’t kept up with the comics due to not wanting to let possibly non-canon material impact my expectations. I read the Will comic and started to theorize like crazy until I realized it may all be worth nothing. I would imagine that, at the very least, the Duffers and their team would decide what stories the supplemental works can cover. I mean, they wouldn’t want a comic about Kali to contradict what they had planned for her, if anything. I suppose if it’s a side story or prequel story then it wouldn’t have to disqualify her from coming back, but I don’t know anything about the story. </p><p>As for how they could actually work Kali in, since that’s what you actually asked about, I think maybe it’s possibly related to Murray’s answering machine message. Kali was in Chicago, and we know Murray is based out of Illinois. I originally thought that Kali would come into the story due to the Byers moving near Chicago, but I found reports from a while back that seem to indicate they went to New Mexico. Maybe Murray was sniffing around leads related to the lab and found out about Kali. Maybe Kali found Brenner and is looking to exact her revenge, but then we find out that the heroes need Brenner.</p><p>Unfortunately, with so little to go on it’s hard to really say with any certainty what’s going to happen with her. Part of me feels like she has to come back, but another part of me felt she was incredibly out of place to begin with. Maybe I’ll give in and check out her comic. I mean, I need something to hold me over until Season 4.</p>
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Question: <p>Hi, i just wanted to say i loved your recent post on Steve. If you dont mind I was hoping if you have any ideas of your own for what the writers could do with his storyline in S4? It can either be your own personal headcanons or any generalised predictions...i just like to hear your thoughts &#128579; </p>
Answer: <p>Steve has found himself comfortably in the main cast by this point, so it’s safe to say we can see a lot of him in Season 4. I don’t really get into headcanons, but I think there’s enough shown to sort of guess where they might go with him. Hopefully this extended Covid shutdown doesn’t change anything too drastically.</p><p>They took the time at the end of Season 3 to show us that he and Robin get jobs at Family Video. I don’t see a point to this if it wasn’t going to mean something. It’s reasonable to think that they’ll still be working there in Season 4, at least at the beginning. I know there are some fans who had this idea of Steve joining the police force, but it just doesn’t seem like his style. Steve is a maverick. He’s not going to do well taking orders from others. Hopper got away with his own brand of cowboy cop by virtue of being the chief of police. Steve wouldn’t have that luxury. He’d just be another cop on the beat.</p><p>I don’t know how the video store would fit into the narrative. I mean, it would be a hotspot now that the mall is gone. It could be a natural way to get the Hawkins cast in one place for when things start to go down. It would also be a way for Steve is continue his character development. Each season he’s been chipping away at his old “King Steve” persona, revealing the good guy he is when he isn’t trying to be cool and suave. They could show him being more natural with female customers rather than putting on an act. </p><p>I really want to see Steve become a fully confident adult. Even in Season 3, when he was trying to protect the others, he was still playing a part. He overdoes everything when he isn’t being genuine. I mean, who runs screaming towards a Soviet soldier? It’s good comic relief, but Steve could be so much more than that. Instead, Steve could be the protective authority figure in Hawkins now that Hopper is gone. It’s not a big deal that the kids wouldn’t listen to them since they never listened to Hopper either. He can still be the goofy, lovable Steve when things are normal, but when things get serious so does he. </p><p>Eh, I guess I do get into headcanons, after all. It is hard to see where they’re going, so we don’t have much choice but to let our imaginations go wild. I suppose I just want Steve have confidence and self-respect after three seasons that suggest he feels inadequate not only in his father’s eyes, but in his own too. .</p>
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Question: <p>(1/2) Hey! This is in response to your Billy/Steve post! Being in the Harringrove fandom I think that people like the idea of their relationship less for the reason of it being two attractive males, but more for the reason that they like the idea of them fixing each others issues and helping them through trauma. Like we can tell that Steve doesn't really have the best relationship with his father and while it might not be as bad as Billy's they have something to relate on on that level. </p>
Answer: <p>“(2/2) And also after season 3 it&rsquo;s sort of the &lsquo;shared trauma&rsquo; sort of trope that Nancy and Jonathan share. Not in the exact same way, but with the season 3 fix it&rsquo;s with them helping each other through the pain and struggles post season 3. Idk if any of this makes any sense, but I think it&rsquo;s less of them both being attractive guys and more the idea of them helping each other with their respective issues and finding a happier life together. (Also this isn&rsquo;t meant to be hate or anything!! ❤️) “</p><p>Before I respond, I just want to say to whoever wrote this that I appreciate the polite and measured way you wrote this. I knew I was risking a lot by criticizing the ship, so I appreciate a genuine attempt to explain it to me. </p><p>I can see where you’re coming from with your rationale. It is heartwarming to think that two guys, who are both unloved to some extent by their families, would be able to make each other happy. There’s nothing inherently wrong with that.I can see it being a situation where maybe they can bring out the best in each other. I wouldn’t say that’s necessarily a realistic take on a relationship, but there’s a certain romanticism about it. We want to believe there’s a positive outcome for people who have suffered. In that sense, I suppose I can see the appeal.</p><p>That said, I worry about the unintended consequences and implications of this sort of a ship. Billy was a violent terror who may well have killed Steve if Max didn’t sedate him. I just can’t see how a relationship could come about after that. Comparing it to Jonathan and Nancy doesn’t help much, since shared trauma isn’t a great foundation for a relationship either. I feel like that entire concept is why the in-universe relationships got so rocky during the mundane early portions of Season 3. Trauma can bring people together, but it takes a lot more to make a relationship actually work.</p><p>I don’t know. Maybe it wouldn’t bother me so much if it wasn’t so popular. It makes me a bit nervous that so many people romanticize a violent man getting into a relationship with one of his victims. It makes me think that it’s what people think relationships are supposed to look like. </p><p>Still, thank you for your message. It’s always good to get insight into what other people think, even if I don’t agree. I didn’t take your message as hate, and I hope you don’t take my response as such.</p>
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Question: <p>What do you want to see from Jopper in Season 4?</p>
Answer: <p>I’m getting close to emptying out my inbox. I only have one more left after this one. If you guys want to keep me busy, keep sending in requests!<br/><br/>I addressed this topic a bit with my <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/623561462972071936/how-is-jim-hopper-one-of-your-favorite-characters">post on Hopper</a>. I think our beloved Chief of Police has many, many issues going back to before the start of the show. These issues are going to hinder his ability to be a good boyfriend to Joyce, let alone anything more than that. On her part, Joyce also have a great deal of trauma, which likely also goes back before the start of the show. They are two damaged people who see a possibility in each other, but, deep down, I think they both realize how risky it would be for them to get together. This is why it took another near-death situation for them to agree on a date. What I’d really like to see is these issues being addressed and attempts made to healthily cope with them.</p><p>I think a lot of Hopper’s issues are going to be pulled to the surface in Season 4, not only as a narrative tool for the audience, but for himself. He’s ostensibly in a Soviet prison camp. He was also apparently involved in the Vietnam War. We don’t (yet) have details as to his experiences in Vietnam, but being captured could force him to acknowledge his time there. Does he have PTSD? Did he commit war crimes? Was he a POW? All of this could come up. I do think he has been trying to forget this part of his life. The box labeled “Vietnam” was literally buried inside the cabin. </p><p>I don’t want to speculate too much about Hopper’s previous marriage, but it’s also something that should be addressed in some way. It seemed to deteriorate after their daughter died, but I don’t recall any details of that development. We are shown that he went off to grieve alone in a stairwell, so perhaps he distanced himself from his wife in a misguided attempt to protect himself from further pain. He’s been shown to have poor coping skills before, so this wouldn’t be too unusual. He wouldn’t be able to do this in a relationship with Joyce if it was going to have any chance to succeed. </p><p>Joyce is going to need to face her demons as well. We know that her previous marriage was not a pleasant one, at least towards the end. Lonnie is a character with no apparent redeeming qualities. From the very start he’s depicted as, well, an asshole. It’s baffling as to what a strong-willed woman like Joyce would see in someone like him, so we have to consider that this aspect of her personality is the result of having to protect herself and her kids from him. Is she ready to put herself in a relationship with a guy who is, to put it as nicely as possible, rough around the edges? Is it like Murray said? Is she really only into Hopper because he reminds her of an old relationship? </p><p>For that matter, has Joyce managed to grieve Bob? Season 3 suggested that part of the reason she wasn’t responding to Hopper was that she was still missing Bob. Those two guys are certainly nothing alike. Joyce was definitely benefiting from being with such a caring and easygoing guy. Bob took everything in stride. He trusted Joyce, and then he cared enough about her and her family to stick with them when all hell literally broke loose. Hopper has shown a similar willingness to protect Joyce and her family, but he’s not the nice guy Bob was, even if he does have a softer side that sometimes comes out for her. Does Joyce see Hopper as some sort of middle ground between Bob and whatever she once saw in Lonnie? </p><p>Basically, when all is said and done, Joyce needs to be able to love Hopper for Hopper in order for this relationship to have a chance. He can’t be a substitute for someone else. On his part, Hopper needs to deal with his past if he’s going to have any chance to be happy with Joyce. They can’t just use each other as stabilizing elements in their own lives. I’ve said it before, and I’ll said it again: trauma is a bad foundation for a relationship. These two (like Mike/El and Jonathan/Nancy) grew close due to going through stressful situations together. Their best interactions are during these moments, but when things are calm and mundane the relationship gets strained. It’s not impossible to build a relationship in this situation, but it requires getting to know each other like any other couple. </p><p>I don’t want them to gloss over any of these issues with Joyce and Hopper. I realize that there’s only so much time to dedicate to each character and relationship, but it would be such a negative message to have them magically end up in a good relationship. It may well be more realistic to have them decide it’s not a good idea or for them to simply agree to date and see where it goes. I’d like to see them both happy, but it needs to be done right. </p>
Tags: stranger things, joyce byers, jim hopper, jopper, stranger things 4

Post id: 623570677344141312
Date: 2020-07-13 23:35:39 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/623570677344141312
Slug: do-you-have-a-take-on-how-max-and-mike-each-behave
Reblog key: bC0P0SlG
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Do you have a take on how Max and Mike each behave in a somewhat controlling manner over El and her powers in s3? How their views on her autonomy differ, and whether or not either position has validity? Are they both in the wrong, or both right, but perhaps not going about it in the right way? Any thoughts?</p>
Answer: <p>El has been controlled, in one way or another, by multiple people in her life. Fortunately, only one of them had ill intentions for her, and she’s far removed from him by this point. Mike and Max both have used El’s powers, and have influenced her behavior. I don’t think either had any ill intention with it, but they nonetheless did.</p><p>In Mike’s case, I think a lot of it goes back to when he first met her. From the beginning, Mike saw her as a tool or weapon. She was someone he could use to find Will. I think he felt a great amount of guilt when he thought she died to save the Party. He felt responsible for her death. Reaching out with his Supercom was a way for him to manage his grief. He didn’t really think she was still out there. When she comes back in Season 2, he’s immensely relieved, and then incredibly enraged when he learns that Hopper had been hiding her. All of the turmoil he had put himself through could have been avoided. </p><p>Now, Mike did bond with her over the course of Season 1. I don’t buy that she’s somehow some true love that he stumbled upon, but he did grow fond of her. It is important to note, though, that he basically molded her entire Season 1 persona. He came up with her appearance and false identity. Once we get to Season 3, he treats her sort of like some prized possession. He shows her off to his friends, but mostly keeps her safely away. We don’t even really see El bonding much with the rest of the Party until she goes off with Max. To be fair, El seems perfectly content with this arrangement, but this does not make the situation ok. El doesn’t really know any better, but Mike should. </p><p>I do think that Mike is afraid of losing her again. Like Hopper, Mike probably considers her safest at the cabin. However, this runs afoul of Max, as it likely reminds her of Neil and Billy’s controlling ways. Max sets out to “liberate” El from Mike’s control. Like Mike, she takes advantage of El’s powers. It’s somewhat lighthearted at first as they make a game of it, but it progresses to El needing to use them to investigate what’s happening. Max also manipulates El’s behavior, though I don’t think she meant to. She encourages El to try things on and find out who she is without Mike and Hopper’s influence. Unfortunately, Max doesn’t seem to realize that El is now just emulating her.</p><p>I think part of Mike’s anger is that he realizes that what Max is doing is no better than how he treated El. He’s mad at himself, but he takes it out on Max. I think part of Mike’s anger at Hopper was also due to self-blame he was harboring. Mike lashes out at Max about not wanting to lose her again because he lost her the first time due to using her as a weapon or tool. It’s not unreasonable to think that Mike had a sort of realization here. </p><p>I don’t think this is necessarily a matter or right or wrong. I don’t think either Mike or Max meant any ill will. I’d say Max’s position is a bit better, though. She genuinely wanted El to be her own person, and she allowed El to decide on how to use her powers. Mike seems to think that Max isn’t appreciating the gravity of the situation, but she’s at least treating El as a person with her own agency. Mike, for as much as he wants to safeguard El, doesn’t treat her as a person. He treats, or at least treated, her like a doll or action figure. He seems to have gotten over that by the end of Season 3. Up until she kissed him, Mike was the most at ease around her than we’ve ever seen.</p>
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Question: <p>I applause you for response to your ask about Hopper. It disgusts me that someone could think that Hop is a homophobic</p>
Answer: <p>Well, he may well be, but in the sense that most people were back then. Most people didn&rsquo;t know any better. Still, Will possibly being gay didn&rsquo;t keep Hopper from caring about him. One of the biggest reasons homophobic people changed their tune was finding out someone they care about is gay.</p>
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Question: <p>how is jim hopper one of your favorite characters after what he was like in s3 and after him being homophobic to will and manipulative to el when he told her he&rsquo;ll take her back to brenner &#128528;-</p>
Answer: <p>I would normally answer requests in the order I get them, but I felt a need to respond to this right away. I&rsquo;m not sure I appreciate the undertones here. I feel like I&rsquo;m being judged, almost as if I were friends with him in real life. </p><p>I feel like Hopper is a great character. When he was first introduced, I wrote him off as a typical ineffective adult in a show based on 80s kid adventure movies. He was made out to be a lazy, apathetic cop. I figured he wouldn&rsquo;t care about what was going on, and that he would try his best to not address Will&rsquo;s disappearance. Instead, we find out he does care, but his own life is completely in shambles. He&rsquo;s not really a likeable guy, but he doesn&rsquo;t want to be. He&rsquo;s put up a rough exterior in order to keep himself from growing attached to anyone. </p><p>I&rsquo;m not sure what the homophobia is. The only thing I can think of is how he responded to Joyce&rsquo;s comments about Lonnie calling him a fag by asking if he was. It does come off as a bit callous, but it wouldn&rsquo;t be atypical of the time. It&rsquo;s also early on when they&rsquo;re making it look like he doesn&rsquo;t care. He never pushes on this, and ends up working hard to find Will. Just look at him when he arrives at the quarry when they find what he thought was Will&rsquo;s body. He desperately wanted it to not be Will. In Season 2, he continues to try and take care of Will. </p><p>As far as the thing with El, there&rsquo;s no real way to sugar coat it: he&rsquo;s in way over his head. He has no idea how to properly raise a teenage girl. He just wants to keep her safe. He feels that she doesn&rsquo;t appreciate what he&rsquo;s doing, and he lashes out in a terrible way. El did say he was no better than Brenner, which no doubt cut him deep. He was wrong to threaten to send her back, but did anyone really think he was serious? It&rsquo;s another sign of his own issues. He knows that if El strays from the cabin that she opens herself up to be caught. He gets scared, and this makes him angry. </p><p>Everyone points out the trauma that other characters have experienced, but Hopper has gone through his own. Before the events of the show even started, he lost his daughter and his marriage collapsed. He was also in Vietnam, and may well have issues related to that. I imagine we&rsquo;ll learn more about that next season. </p><p>Now, his trauma doesn&rsquo;t excuse his harsh behavior, but it helps explain it. We do see him try to be better. To some extent he is aware of his flaws. He&rsquo;s afraid. This is the source of most anger. He&rsquo;s afraid of losing those close to him, which is why he had tried to avoid getting close to people. However, he found himself close to El, and his fear of her getting herself caught resulted in anger. He ended up feeling close to Joyce, and his fear of screwing that up or her leaving Hawkins led to him, well, nearly screwing it up. His controlling tendencies come out when he&rsquo;s afraid someone he cares for will get hurt. Again, it&rsquo;s not ok, but it&rsquo;s understandable.</p><p>I like how Hopper is complicated. He&rsquo;s a mean guy who has forgotten how to properly work with people. He probably returned to Hawkins to passively live out life. Instead, he stumbles back into being a family man of sorts. He does love Joyce, and he does care about El, Will, and Jonathan. However, he has anger issues and a history of trauma. He no doubt never had any therapy, or addressed his issues in any way. This doesn&rsquo;t make him a monster. He&rsquo;s not a Lonnie, Billy, or Neil. Unlike them, he shows empathy. He fights to help others. Now if only he&rsquo;d try to help himself.</p><p><br/></p>
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Question: <p>thoughts on the &lsquo;i thought it was because of will/steve&rsquo; scene between nancy and mike in s1? i like to parralel jancy to byler but this scene also hints at jancy = mileven and steve and will are both jealous??? idk, what do you think about all this?</p>
Answer: <p>It’s hard to say what this all means, if it even means anything. I tend to think that you could make a scene like this mean anything depending on what angle you’re looking at it from. One also has to consider that, this early in the show, the Duffers didn’t have everything figured out yet. They didn’t even know if there would be further seasons. I think it’s easy to see it as foreshadowing now since Nancy/Jonathan and Mike/El did end up happening. This tends to lead people to think that these are endgame relationships. Do we really think that those two couples are really portrayed in a positive light, especially in Season 3?</p><p>Not everything has to line up, even if there is an apparent parallel. But, I think any evidence of parallels would come from recurring elements that we see across seasons. Nancy/Steve and Mike/El are both referred to as “bullshit.” Mike and Nancy both ditch their friends in order to make out with El/Steve. They both come to regret this thoughtlessness. At the end of Season 1, despite teasing major issues with the relationship, Nancy is back with Steve, though there is a brief, but touching, scene with Jonathan. The following season, though, Nancy and Steve break up. Steve frankly liked her a lot more than she liked him. In Season 3, despite teasing major issues with the relationship, Mike is supposedly back with El, though there is a brief, but touching, scene with Will. Mike doesn’t seem happy that El kissed him and said she loved him. In fact, he seems surprised and confused. It doesn’t come across as him being caught off guard, it’s more that he genuinely didn’t like it, otherwise there would be at least a hint of a smile in there. I think that suggests that he doesn’t like El anymore.</p><p>Of course, being a supporter of Mike and Will getting together, I am biased in my interpretation. Still, nobody can realistically say that there’s no basis for anything I’ve proposed here. A lot of things change season to season, and even during the filming of seasons, so I think it’s more important to look for recurring themes than individual pieces..</p>
Tags: stranger things, mike wheeler, nancy wheeler, will byers, jonathan byers, byler, byeler, steve harrington, eleven

Post id: 623534719752110080
Date: 2020-07-13 14:04:07 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/623534719752110080
Slug: top-5-favourite-st-characters
Reblog key: YUQfd9JC
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: <p>Top 5 favourite ST characters?</p>
Answer: <p>Given without explanation:</p><ol><li>Will Byers</li><li>Steve Harrington</li><li>Mike Wheeler</li><li>Joyce Byers</li><li>Jim Hopper</li></ol><p>Honorable mention: Bob Newby</p>
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Question: <p>Character analysis on steve? If you're okay with it...</p>
Answer: <p>Ah, Steve. We like Steve.</p><p><br/></p><p>Seriously, Steve is probably my second favorite character (behind Will). I see Steve as a triumph of character development. His Season 1 arc was a redemption angle done right. He accepted his flaws and mistakes, and he took steps to make things right with the people he hurt (Nancy and Jonathan). Steve is also a good character to use for the identity development post I wanted to make. </p><p>Identity development is a part of personal growth that generally starts around early adolescence. This process is often considered to be complete by late adolescence, but can actually continue into what we can call “emerging adulthood” (like the years spent in college, for example). I’ll be using the theory described by James Marcia, as a follow up to Erik Erikson’s theory of developmental stages. Marcia described two components to identity development: the identity crisis and identity commitment. These two components result in four different “stages” of identity formation: diffusion, foreclosure, moratorium, and achievement.</p><ol><li>Identity Diffusion is where a youth has not committed to any distinct identity, nor has he/she experienced any sort of identity crisis that would result in exploration. They go through life somewhat aimlessly, not having any clear goals or sense of self. It’s a rather passive look at life. I consider El to be in this stage, at least until Max comes into her life.</li><li>Identity Foreclosure is where a youth has not had any sort of identity crisis that resulted in exploration, but has still made a commitment. This is generally the result of simply going with what family, culture, society, etc. have set down as “correct.” Think the kid who goes into the family business simply because he accepts that it’s what he is meant to do. Or the small-town woman who settles down with a nice man, regardless of her feelings, because she’s told that’s her role in life. This is not necessarily unhealthy, but since it comes at the cost of exploration, it can result in unhappiness. I consider Karen Wheeler to be here due to the many regrets she seems to have. This is also a stage I feel Steve was in when we first met him.</li><li>Identity Moratorium is where a youth is actively exploring possibilities, but has not made a commitment. This is the result of an identity crisis (not necessarily as dire as it sounds) that has caused the youth to question life as he or she knows it. He or she is beginning to challenge the expectations set down for him/her, testing boundaries, and considering that previous “truths” may not be what he/she thought they were. This can be common after a major life change, such as moving to a new home or going to college, that reveals previously unknown possibilities. Many young adolescents in America go through this stage, but it is not universal. This is where I see El shifting to after Max urges her to “try things on,” and it’s where I think Steve ended up in Season 2.</li><li>Identity Achievement is the final stage, and it represents a youth having given a great deal of thought and exploration to who he or she is before coming to a conclusion. Goals, values, and ideals have been established as a result of thorough exploration. This is not a finish line really, as future identity crises can disrupt this and result in a shift to one of the other stages (depending on how the individual reacts). I’m not sure any of the characters are definitively in this stage, but I do think we’ve gotten a good look at Steve at least heading in this direction.</li></ol><p>When we first meet Steve, he is the typical high school alpha male. He was popular, from a well-off family, handsome, and charming. He seems to be playing the part very well and in all of its superficial glory. Despite the power and influence he wants to exude, we can see how fragile it all really is. Most of his horrible behavior is done in the presence of his friends, which suggests he’s doing it to impress them, not because he really sees himself that way. When we see him away from them, there’s a goofy, boyish guy who is actually charming, and this is probably the version that Nancy is attracted to. Steve isn’t really the asshole he seems to be, but rather he’s acting the way he thinks he’s supposed to. </p><p>We see cracks in Steve’s identity foreclosure when he tells off his friends. He’s not in full-fledged crisis, as he’s still considering himself as “King Steve,” but it’s a sign of things to come. We can see the nice guy he really is underneath the mask when goes to the Byers’ house to apologize to Jonathan, and again when he charges back into the house despite knowing the danger. </p><p>It isn’t until Season 2 that he actually hits a crisis that results in identity exploration. This is where two main life events happen: he gets dumped by Nancy, and Billy shows up to challenge his social superiority. Everything he thought he knew about himself is now in doubt. Even before this we see his uncertainty when Nancy is critiquing his college essay. Everything had come so easily to Steve before, but now it’s all starting to crash down around him. He goes off on his mission with Dustin after attempting to apologize to Nancy. He didn’t know what he was apologizing for, but rather he was trying to cling to what he was losing. It’s while he’s with Dustin (and eventually Lucas and Max) that he starts to consider aspects of life he didn’t before. He actually starts to enjoy having these kids around, regardless of how much he pretends not to. It’s a natural fit for his goofy and caring personality. “It turns out I’m a pretty damn good babysitter” is a funny line, but it’s also a sign that he’s embracing the role.</p><p>In Season 3, there’s still some signs of old Steve, but they are weak. His attempts to flirt with ladies who come in for ice cream fall flat and seem very forced. This is a sign that this part of Steve’s life is over, but that he’s not fully let it go yet. His adorably dorky greeting ritual with Dustin is a reminder of his new self, and let’s us know that he genuinely enjoys spending time with Dustin (and possibly the others), and has accepted his big brother role. Still, Steve is continuously knocked and challenged, particularly by Dustin and Robin. This is essentially the final chipping away of his old identity. His selflessness comes out fully as he takes on soldiers to protect the others. He tells Robin how he’s come to like her, despite her not being the kind of trophy girl he used to go for, and takes it with grace and good humor when she explains why they won’t work. Steve is essentially a brand new person, and it is portrayed in such a wonderful manner.</p><p>We can’t say for sure that Steve has reached Identity Achievement. I’d say he’s well on his way to it though. We can see that he has values, but does he have any plans for his future? That was another issue for him in Season 3, as he found out he couldn’t even get into tech. What I can say is that Steve has made great progress. I look forward to seeing more from Steve in Season 4. </p><p><br/></p><p><br/></p><p>Correction: Steve was unable to get into tech, not community college. The post has been edited to account for this.</p><p><br/></p>
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Question: <p>hiya! i&rsquo;d love to see your thoughts on the ship elmax, if ya have any :)</p>
Answer: <p>I think El and Max are cute, but I don’t see them as romantic. Before anyone starts calling for my blood, allow me to explain.</p><p>Anyone who has followed my blog has hopefully picked up on the fact that I value depth in a relationship. I’m not a “love at first sight” kind of person. Attraction can occur at first sight, yes, but that’s about it. Yes, it is possible that El and/or Max could be attracted to the other, but think about the relationship beyond that. It’s suggested that they don’t even get to know each other until the events of Season 3. Max is surprised and confused when El seeks her out. </p><p>We end up seeing the start of a beautiful friendship. Affection in female relationships has always been more socially acceptable, so it’s hard to read into any of the intimacy they show (i.e. Max helping clean the blood from El’s nose). Neither of them have previously had any friendships with other girls. Well, Max may have in California, but we have no canon source for anything like that. Without a real point of comparison, drawing conclusions as to the nature of their relationship is hard. Thus far we’ve only seen them in friendships with boys.</p><p>That said, their friendship really does take off.  I felt bad for Max in Season 2 when El brushed her off. Max really seemed to want to know her.    I found it endearing that El finally gave Max a chance. Max helps to open El’s eyes to the fact that there’s a world out there that El has never been able to know. They really seem to care about each other. I’d be quite upset if they don’t adequately show that they are both hurting from being separated. The ending of Season 3 has me worried that El is falling into old habits and becoming fixated on Mike again.</p><p>I do have to admit, though, that the intensity with which Max defends El, and the tenderness that she shows towards her is very sweet. It’s not too unlike how Mike treated Will. I guess the main thing that keeps me from seeing their relationship from romantic is that they really don’t have a history yet. It’s something with potential though. We also have to keep in mind that it’s always been a lot more ok for girls to show each other that level of affection than it has been with boys. This doesn’t invalidate the possibility, but it’s just not as glaringly obvious as it ends up being with Mike and Will.</p>
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Question: <p>Hello and lots of love to your analyses. What are your thoughts on the "special kids" like El and Kali, having 11 and 8 on their arms tattooed, implying there are more children similar to them. Do you think this will play a role in the next season? (Sorry if you already answered this, could you then please provide me a link to the post.)</p>
Answer: <p>I mean, I think it has to imply that there have been other subjects. Kali and El are the only two we know about, and that could mean a few different things.</p><p>1) El and Kali were the only two to show any results.</p><p>2) El and Kali were the only two to survive their training.</p><p>3) El and Kali are just the only two to show up so far.</p><p>I think there’s a lot of room for development on this. I mean, it’s not even a sure thing that El was the last person they experimented with. I would hope that we get to learn more about Brenner’s experiments. It was already suggested that he’s still alive. Even if we don’t see any more numbered people, it could shed a lot of light on how El and Kali’s powers work, and what connection, if any, they have to the Upside Down.</p><p>If it comes up in Season 4, I would think that it would be used as a way to address El’s powers disappearing. I can’t help but feel like Will’s enduring connection to the Upside Down is something that would be of great interest to Brenner as well. </p>
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Question: <p>least favorite background character in stranger things?</p>
Answer: <p>Tough one. I guess it depends on how one defines a background character. I’m going to say it’s anyone not involved in the main action of the story (i.e. Mr. Clark). I think these characters should still have a role to play in the story, so I’ll base my decision on who I think has the least relevance. If I was just going with who I thought I would hate if I really knew them, it would probably be Neil Hargrove.</p><p>Instead, I’ll go with Keith. Considering he’s a named character, he really doesn’t accomplish much. He’s very inconsequential to the story and the characters. Maybe he’ll have a bigger role in Season 4, I don’t know, but right now he’s just kinda there. </p>
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Question: <p>If you could ask the Duffer Brothers three questions about Stranger Things 4 and they had to answer honestly, what would you ask them?</p>
Answer: <p>Nice question, it really had me thinking. I think I would ask questions that would try to link previous events to Season 4. I wouldn’t want any spoilers, really, but I would want to know if some of the things we were shown before are significant. Just yes or no questions really.</p><p>1) Have we seen the last of Kali?</p><p>2) Was Mike and El’s goodbye scene supposed to seem awkward?</p><p>3) Will Karen Wheeler be more involved in the plot in Season 4?</p>
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Question: <p>If you could rewrite one scene in Stranger Things (in season 1, 2, or 3), which one would it be and what would you change?</p>
Answer: <p>I guess I would pick the Sauna scene. If there’s one thing that has bothered me about Stranger Things, it’s how El was always able to save the day at the last minute, no matter how dangerous things got. That scene went to the trouble to show that El couldn’t overpower Billy, which I thought was great since there needed to be limits to her power in order for danger to be believable. The scene lost me though when El managed to suddenly regroup when Billy went for Mike. It ended up being just another example of El solving everything.</p><p>I won’t lie, as a big Will fan, I was hoping for him to be the one to save Mike at that moment. I also would’ve been happy if the Party as a whole had to somehow to do something to distract or incapacitate Billy. It could’ve been a good moment to show the audience that El wasn’t going to be able to solve every problem.  In the end, though, she did, not just in the Sauna but in the end as well. She may not have been able to stop the monster directly, but she ended up being responsible for Billy turning on it at the last moment. </p><p>It may sound like I don’t like El. This isn’t the case. I love the character, and I like how she’s portrayed. What i don’t like is how she seems to have overtaken the focus of the show. Hopefully this was just all done to show the Party’s overreliance on her and her powers. </p>
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Question: <p>Why do you think there are so many parallels between Will and Eleven in Stranger Things? (Or perhaps it's fairer to ask: do you think there are a lot of intentional parallels between Will and Eleven. If so: why do you think the creators have done this? To what end?)</p>
Answer: <p>There’s a lot of parallels between Will and Eleven. There’s way too many of them for it to be a coincidence. I can only conclude that they are intentional. From the start they’ve had characters think El could have been Will with a shaved head. Then there are several scenes for Will and El that are shot very similarly. <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> has done a good job lining those scenes up side-by-side. </p><p>It really does seem like the Duffers love parallels. I think it could be an attempt to show how different characters are affected, and how they respond to, similar situations. Will and El’s story sometimes seems to me like two tellings of the same story, with each storyteller changing some of the details. I hope they don’t do something silly like reveal that El and Will are long-lost twins, but there’s definitely a significance to it all. As much as I think Mike is displacing his feelings for Will onto El, I want there to be a more significant reason that El and Will are paralleled. I guess only time will tell why.</p>
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Question: <p>Could you do an analysis on Billy and Steve's relationship/ their ship in general? Thanks! :)</p>
Answer: <p>Oh boy. Well, I’m not going to turn down a request made in good faith, but if you’re a Billy/Steve shipper then you probably won’t like what I say here. Just some fair warning.</p><p>Let me start by just saying that I can sort of see where fans are coming from when they attach to someone like Billy. People like the bad boys, and there’s this sort of “idealized” form of bad boys where the right person will be able to pull out their sweet sides. It speaks to our cultural/religious belief of redemption. I mean, I’m personally a sucker for a good redemption angle. That said, it’s not something to be taken lightly, and it shouldn’t be the basis for a relationship.</p><p>I don’t really get into the Billy/Steve fandom, so I only know a little bit about how fans headcanon this. As far as I can tell, they see Billy’s behavior towards Steve as a sign of attraction. I mean, it’s not totally outside the realm of possibility, but there’s not much to go on. Steve also shows nothing but annoyance and frustration at Billy’s actions. If this relationship ever actually happened, I can only imagine it’d be extremely abusive.</p><p>Other fans seem to imagine a totally different universe. It’s one where Billy lacks all of the negative traits he’s had in the show or one where these traits are being totally ignored. Billy is suddenly a nice guy, which means he’s not actually the character we’ve come to know in the first place. </p><p>I know that we got to see Billy’s backstory in Season 3. We were able to see that he had suffered physical and emotional abuse at his father’s hands. He had a good relationship with his mom, but when she left he became upset and angry, which his dad took advantage of. Knowing that Billy wasn’t always a horrible bully doesn’t make him likable. At best he becomes pitiable. </p><p>I personally don’t see Billy’s behavior towards Steve as sexually charged (though I will concede that it’s possible). It seems more like he’s trying to dethrone Steve and take his place at the top of the social ladder. This is what his dad would have taught him to do. Billy sets out to physically and mentally dominate Steve at every turn. It’s intended to make Steve look weak and pathetic in comparison, allowing Billy to usurp his position. It’s a very primal mindset, but completely in line with his dad’s own behavior. Neil has broken Billy down using physical and mental intimidation, and Billy turns around and does the same thing to others.</p><p>I do think that pairing these two up narratively served a purpose. I’ve previously mentioned how Billy may be a dark mirror to Will (due to them both having abusive fathers), but he may also be a dark mirror to Steve. In Season 1, Steve was very nasty at times, though this can be easily forgotten due to his character development. Steve was the alpha male and a bully. The difference, however, is that we got glimpses at Steve’s better qualities early on. We could see remorse and a desire to be better. Once Steve stopped caring what his toxic friends thought, he started to change. We could see hints of his selflessness and bravery. With Billy we don’t get this. We see that he’s also bullied/abused, as many bullies are revealed to be, but we don’t see any signs that he’s just playing a part like Steve seems to be. </p><p>Maybe some Steve/Billy fans can try to explain to me why exactly they ship them. I can only really think that it’s because they’re two rather attractive guys who were in some physically intense scenes together. All I can really see is Billy abusing Steve the way he is abused at home, and Steve having an identity crisis as a result of being dumped and having his social status challenged. </p>
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Question: <p>analyse max mayfield?</p>
Answer: <p>Here you go, champ! <br/><br/><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/622002101382496256/id-love-to-see-a-character-analyses-on-max">https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/622002101382496256/id-love-to-see-a-character-analyses-on-max</a></p><p>If you had a more specific request that wasn’t covered by that post, just let me know.</p>
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Question: <p>Analysis of El if you'd like. </p>[[MORE]]
Answer: <p>Always so humble with the requests. Of course I’d like, otherwise I wouldn’t ask. Ask away, people! Oh, and FYI to everyone, when I see a like less than a minute after I post one of these long posts, it makes me wonder if you people are really reading them. Don’t assume you’re going to like them. Read them, and then decide.<br/><br/>El can be a touchy subject considering she has such a rabid fan base. She is an extremely complex character, and it is unlikely that the Duffers have a detailed understanding of child psychology. The character therefor likely wasn’t designed with such theories in mind, but in psychology there is decent amount of common sense that writers may have drawn on. In real life, El would be quite the interesting case study. She was born and raised in a controlled lab setting. Everything in her life was strictly controlled until she was 12/13 or so. For another year after that she was still very limited in her freedoms and opportunities as she was hidden away in Hopper’s cabin. For several months after that she was only allowed out to see her friends, but never in a public setting it would seem. All of this has strictly limited her socioemotional growth. </p><p>El’s cognitive development seems to be the least impacted, not accounting for physical development which I wouldn’t even attempt to determine. Her cultural knowledge is almost nonexistent when we first meet her, which is to be expected given her upbringing. Nevertheless, she possesses problem solving skills, has shown impressive concentration and information processing speed (staying focused on her tasks and reacting to new stimuli, such as an attack), an ability to form basic arguments (as shown in her fights with various characters), and receptive language skills. She does seem to have deficits in productive language, which is likely a result of her extremely limited social exposure. The traits she is shown to do well with are likely the result of careful conditioning by Dr. Brenner and his colleagues. She was designed as a weapon, and would therefor need to work quickly, efficiently, and decisively based on orders given. She also, somewhat surprisingly given her catchphrase, has shown the ability to lie (when she intentionally led Mike, Dustin, and Lucas on a wild goose chase). This shows her ability to use planning and judgement to decide and execute a course of action (whether that was a good or bad idea is up for debate).</p><p>Her emotional and social development are seriously stunted. When we meet El she possesses little affect (the verbal and non-verbal cues that convey feeling when communicating). She speaks in a flat voice, stares blankly, and has limited usage of body language. She does get an edge to her voice when angry, but her speaking volume rarely changes unless in a high-stress situation. This shows a delay in emotional development. Emotional development goes through a series of stages. To some extent, emotions are instinctual and necessary to survival, but the expression of said emotions is usually learned and conditioned. We don’t know much about El’s early childhood, but it is unlikely that emotional expression was encouraged. El does possess basic emotions like happiness, anger, sadness, and fear. Her limited ability to express emotions early in the show is likely a result of Dr. Brenner wanting to limit her emotional responses. He wouldn’t want a weapon that was afraid or remorseful. He did seem to value having a bond with her, as she seemed to desire his approval and called him “Papa.” He is shown treating her very poorly in general, and even worse when she was a disappointment to him. Her lack of affect could also be modeled on him, as he generally speaks very evenly regardless of his mood.</p><p>El’s emotional development does gain some traction in seasons 2 and 3 as she is exposed to others. This is a good segue to her social development. Before escaping the lab, she seems to have little to no social experience. She seems to have had some early socialization with Kali at the lab, but she had no memory of this. Her first real social experiences occurred when she met Benny (who treated her kindly) and then Mike, Lucas, and Dustin. This is when she starts to show her trademark character quirk of repeating others. This is also when she starts to really build conversational skills, as before she was mostly expected to take in language rather than express it.</p><p>Much of our social learning, especially early on, is a result of observation and imitation. We see something, whether in person or through fictional material, we imitate it, and then we are reinforced, ignored, or punished. From what we can observe from El, after she escapes the lab through to when she moves, her learning came from a combination of the week she spent with the Party (during Season 1), her time hiding with Hopper (end of Season 1 to midway through Season 2), her time with Kali, and then the events of Season 3. Now, we have to keep in mind that all of this learning occurs in the span of about two years. Of that time, over half of it is the result of watching TV and speaking to Hopper. She lacks a lot of the cultural context for a lot of the social and emotional information she takes in. </p><p>Her social relationships are difficult to examine, mostly because there is a lot we just don’t get to see. She bonded with Mike very quickly, as he was kind to her and tried to keep her safe from the “bad men.” In reality, he didn’t treat her terribly different from Dr. Brenner in the sense that he was still using her. Mike tried to explain relationships and social norms to her, but, given her lack of preexisting knowledge and his own limited understanding, she didn’t quite get it all. She doesn’t seem to know the difference between familial, platonic, and romantic love. Instead, she sort of imprints on him like a baby animal may to its carer. Dustin and Lucas are less eager to have her around, but they warm up to her when it’s clear that she does genuinely want to help.</p><p>Her time away from them, and her apparently great consumption of TV soap operas, has resulted in her sort of trying to live out a fantasy. She becomes obsessed with Mike, watching him and stalking him since she is disallowed from actually leaving the cabin. She becomes extremely possessive (like a soap opera character), developing a dislike of Max simply due to her trying to be Mike’s friend. This is quite unhealthy, and the hostility is again shown when Max attempts to befriend her. It is apparent that her time away resulted in a her creating an “ideal” version of her and Mike based on TV representations of relationships. She still is shown to have missed Dustin and Lucas, but none of the intensity is present in those relationships. </p><p>Her relationship with Mike is very superficial. As far as viewers can tell, they spend most of their time making out. El is still shown to have possessive qualities, as it is stated that she and Mike are often at Hopper’s cabin together. We see them bailing early after Dustin comes home from camp, despite them making the trip to the hill to construct Cerebro. El does not seem to appreciate any of Mike’s personal interests or personality traits. In a callback to season 1, where El had no interest as Mike showed off his toys, El tells Mike to stop singing and does not laugh at his attempts at a joke (granted, she was angry with him at the time). The implication is that the realities of her relationship with Mike did not meet her expectations. This is actually a fairly normal part of social development, and it leads her to another stage: exploration.</p><p>Up until this point, El had not attempted to explore the possibilities of who she was. She had merely taken on the identities that others had crafted for her, starting with Brenner, then Mike, then Hopper, then Max. Max is the first one to actually encourage her to explore and experiment. What Max doesn’t seem to realize, however, is that El is also now emulating her. She’s making some strides to be her own person, but she’s still heavily influenced by Max, included repeating what Max says. Nevertheless, she is genuinely confused by the entire concept of her liking something for herself, and has no idea even how to determine what she likes. This isn’t surprising, as Hopper is shown being in way over his head, and the Party are simply young teens who don’t know better.</p><p>Unfortunately for El, a traumatic loss has set her back by the end of Season 3. She lost her first real father figure, and we see her sort of revert back to dressing as she did before Max’s influence. She also falls back into her infatuation with Mike, despite seeming to have moved on. The confusion on Mike’s face suggests that this is a surprise to him, so there is a lot unknown as to how she arrived back at that decision. It is also unknown why she kept it to herself before she moved. It is plausible to hypothesize that she is going back to her first real secure base. She needs to feel safe and secure after so much traumatic change (losing Hopper, her powers vanishing, and having to move away). She could be clinging to Mike as a way to keep some semblance of control. At the very least, Mike doesn’t seem to reciprocate, which could lead to some problems for her down the road.</p><p>In the end, El is a complicated character. Millie Bobby Brown has done a commendable job portraying a traumatized character with a limited understanding of emotion and social norms. It is upsetting to see some fans acting as if her relationship with Mike is healthy for her, at least as it has so far been portrayed. There is some hope for El, developmentally speaking, as Joyce has been shown to be a very loving mother. Time away from Mike could be beneficial, but, as we saw early in Season 2, she reacts very possessively if anyone moves in on her “territory,” for lack of a better word. This relationship indeed seems very limiting for her. With any luck, she will be able to explore the world and herself to a greater extent in Season 4. It is my hope, as someone who works with children, that she is able to learn more about herself as more than just someone else’s friend, daughter, girlfriend, sister, or weapon.</p>
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Question: <p>Have you seen the latest interviews with David Harbour and the Duffers? Both interviews seem to confirm that the show will have a Season 5.  Could there possibly be more story to tell beyond what the S4 movie list indicates?</p>
Answer: <p>Yeah, I’m still not convinced lol. They seem to say contradictory things in interviews quite a bit. They are making the story seem bigger than it really is and are trying to move focus away from Will, who is the most important character and most of the events are from his head. I highly doubt there is a S5. The S4 movie list gives away the rest of the entire plot. Not sure why they would do that if there were two more seasons to go. </p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;d love to see a character analyses on Max Mayfield! Of course, only if you have the time &amp; willingness to do one :) </p>
Answer: <p>What sort of monster would I be if I literally begged for requests and then didn’t want to respond? This will purely be based on the show, as I haven’t read any supplementary material around her. I’m not sure that matters though, as the show is the only explicitly canon material.<br/><br/>I have to admit that I did not like Max at first. I felt the cast was large enough already, and that adding more central characters risked opportunities for character development (I would have the same thought about Robin in Season 3). I grew to appreciate Max, though. She’s been a great addition to the story, and any lack of character development does not seem to be as a consequence of adding her.</p><p>Max is a different look at the effects of trauma on a young person. She comes into the story already an outcast. She has already experienced her own difficulties. She lacks the protective factors that someone like Will has, which help someone cope with difficult life events. Max makes it clear that she would prefer to be living with her dad in California. She does not beatify him, but she seems to feel that he at least accepts her and allows her to be who she is. As a counselor, he comes across more as a friend than a parent, so it’s a hard sell to say she’d be better off with him, but she’d probably be happier, all things being equal. </p><p>Her relationship with her custodial family is strained at best, and abusive at worst. She is angry at being forced to move away from California. She seems to have a workable relationship with her mother, but she holds some resentment for her marrying Neil and moving them all away from her home. Neil, for all of his abusive tendencies, does not seem to take them out on Max, at least based on what we see. He does not seem to respect or trust her though, as he expects Billy to be responsible for her and refuses to call her Max. Given what we see about his dominant and controlling personality, Neil is unlikely to be someone Max respects. Combine that with Neil taking her from her home, and you have the recipe for a very damaged relationship. Though with Neil’s lack of respect for women, I highly doubt Max’s dislike of him matters much.<br/><br/>Billy seems to have been a big influence on Max, and not in a good way. She seems to have been interested in what would be considered boy things (video games, skateboarding, etc.) for a long time, but her tough exterior, another trait people attribute to tomboys, may be a response to Billy (and perhaps Neil). Billy is shown enjoying instilling fear into Max as a means of establishing dominance. Max holds a great deal of resentment for him, but she is forced to rely on him. She is genuinely afraid of what Billy may do, maybe not to her, but to her friends (especially Lucas). </p><p>Max is also afraid of continuing the cycle of abuse. She is aware of her own anger issues, but is adamant that she never allow herself to turn into that sort of person. It must have been hard for her to threaten Billy the way she did, as it required her to mirror back a lot of his own threatening language and posturing. Her self-awareness, and the support of her friends, gives her a good outlook at avoiding a continuation of the cycle.</p><p>Speaking of friends, Max is often at odds with the boys. Her toppling the high score on Dig Dug is an early sign that she’s not going to be pushed around. She has no time for their crap, and makes it clear to them that she doesn’t appreciate their behavior. She refers to Lucas as “stalker” even after they become friends. She calls the others out on keeping the Upside Down stuff a secret, as she sees it as not being fully accepted. She sees Lucas’ breakdown of Season 1 as a phony attempt to keep her in the dark. She calls out Mike on his baseless resentment of her. Still, she tries to show that she wants to be a part of the Party, going as far as to try and impress Mike with her skating (which seemed to be working until El caused her to fall). She wants to be accepted, but she feels a need to show the boys she’s not some pushover to be relegated to the sidelines.<br/><br/>She shows a desire to get to know El in Season 2 (though she is rebuffed). She sees in El another girl who isn’t passive or weak (like her mother). This suggests that her tomboy nature isn’t necessarily a rejection of traditionally female interests. She just legit likes skateboarding and arcade games, and she doesn’t care that they’re supposed to be for boys. This is supported in Season 3 where she is shown enjoying more traditionally teen girl activities and styles with El. It doesn’t seem to be because she’s maturing and trying to make herself more attractive to boys, as these activities are shown to be purely for her own and El’s enjoyment. She still maintains her assertive personality and doesn’t seem to reject any of her previous interests (she still skateboards). “There’s more to life than stupid boys&hellip;” Max has grown her sense of self to include things boys wouldn’t care about, and she did it on her own terms, not because she was supposed to. She tries to instill this same idea onto El, albeit somewhat heavy-handed. She doesn’t seem to realize that El emulates her just as she’s previously emulated others. Still, her heart is in the right place as she genuinely wants El to become her own person, and not the person others want her to be.<br/><br/>Max’s relationship with Lucas is a good example of young crushes. They genuinely do like each other, but they’re on such different pages that things just don’t work out. Lucas mentions that they had broken up 5 times (6 if it’s assumed that Lucas is dumped along with Mike after being caught at the mall). They only were dating since the Snowball, meaning they were only together for about 6 months. Lucas seems to have taken her for granted by that point, which isn’t something Max would appreciate. It’s likely that Max was the initiator of the breakups, possibly to show Lucas that she won’t be treated that way. This sort of relationship can be common at this age as young people can lack the emotional awareness and maturity to make a romantic relationship work. </p><p>After the events of Season 3, Max is considerably shaken. Despite her issues with Billy, it is suggested that she held some level of affection for him, perhaps lamenting that they weren’t able to have a good relationship. Maybe she harbors some survivor’s guilt. She may even be nervous about what Neil may become now that his primary target is gone. The ending of Season 3 is frustrating in how much it leaves unanswered despite taking place four months after the climactic battle in Starcourt Mall. Still, I look forward to seeing what happens with her in Season 4, and I hope she keeps her strength of will.</p>
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Question: <p>Byler is endgame. What are Will and Mike's lives like following the end of ST through to 2020? :)</p>
Answer: <p>I’m not really sure if that first sentence is meant as an assertion or just a prompt.</p><p>I’m assuming you want my personal “headcanon.” I don’t really think about that much to be honest. I&rsquo;m not much of a storyteller myself. <br/><br/>I suppose I can see them both channeling their creative energies. Will becoming an artist of some sort seems a no-brainer. I can see him eventually getting into graphic design and working on video games. I usually consider Mike to be a budding author. He is shown enjoying storytelling. <br/><br/>I think they would both carry issues related to the trauma they’ve experienced. Mike would have anxiety and a fear of not being able to protect Will (and his other friends, of course) Will would have PTSD and need therapy, but he would give up on it because he wouldn’t be able to be honest about the supernatural experiences without coming across as psychotic. Both of them would use their artistic works as a means of coping. If we want to be really cheesy about this, Will’s art could eventually inspire a science-fiction/horror TV series.</p><p>They’d get excited about all of the advances in video games. I can see them being on opposite sides of the console wars, requiring them to always have multiple systems. <br/><br/>I think the Party works very hard to stay together. They share a unique bond that they really can’t share with many others. They’re separated by college, but they ultimately end up relatively close to each other when they all settle down. They all just feel better knowing that the others are safe.</p><p>I dunno, I’m bad at this. I think I’ll quit before I get myself in too deep.</p>
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Question: <p>What about a character analysis of Will Byers? :)</p>
Answer: <p>Will is my favorite character, no question. I identify with him for a few reason, too. I’m not sure I can do an analysis that is without bias, but I’ll give you what I have. I’ve done works on Will before <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/186428843328/will-byers-growing-up-gay-in-the-pre-internet">here </a>and <a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/620659316071989248/could-you-possibly-do-an-analysis-of-the-byers">here</a>. You may want to check them out. <br/><br/>Will’s development has been largely influenced by two things: his family and his friends. A broken family can be hard on anyone. Combine that with poverty, sexual identity issues, and being bullied for being “a queer” we have a perfect storm that could lead to anxiety and/or depression. Fortunately, Will has a loving mother and brother, and some very good friends. Jonathan has been a supportive mentor. Joyce has been a loving caregiver. His friends accept and care about him. This all leads to him being a very sweet boy despite what he’s gone through. He hates to see his friends fight. He risks his life to warn his mother of the Demogorgon. He shows concern for Jonathan’s hand despite having just woken up in the hospital himself. He values all of these people, though one person seems to stand out: Mike.<br/><br/>Will met Mike on the first day of kindergarten. It was a memory that was clearly dear to Mike, as he recalled it easily, but it was shown to be special to Will as well. Mike’s story is the one that seemed to break through to Will. You can see Will, under the influence of the mindflayer, staring blankly as Mike starts his story, but by the end his eyes look red and glossy, and his mouth is trembling. It doesn’t last, but somehow Mike got through to him.<br/><br/>Will trusts Mike completely. He confides in Mike his misgivings about Dart. He’s the only one who Will tells about the Shadow Monster and the return of the Upside Down threat. He calls out for Mike when he finds himself in the Upside Down during Halloween. He remembers Mike when his memory starts to be consumed by the Mindflayer. He’s even compelled to be honest about rolling a 7 on his Fireball, despite Lucas urging him to keep it from Mike. <br/><br/>Will’s total faith in Mike is what makes his pain so great in Season 3. While there are signs that Will is still important to Mike, he takes a backseat whenever Mike and El are together. His hurt is clear when Mike is indifferent about his D&amp;D campaign, and he breaks down when Mike finds a way to end it prematurely. During the fight in the garage, Will lets his feelings fly. Mike is ruining everything so he can spend time making out with El. He isn’t shown being so angry with Lucas, despite him also not taking the game seriously. It’s not that Will doesn’t like Lucas. Mike is simply that important to him, and he’s watching him drift away. Will is stopped in his tracks when Mike lets the big gun out: “It’s not my fault you don’t like girls!” This is the final straw for Will. He always imagined a life with Mike, and he’s basically being told that he was silly to even think that. He flees to Castle Byers where he attempts to comfort himself, but he’s surrounded by memories of his life with Mike. He recollects Mike narrating a campaign while looking around his sanctum. He tears up a photo of the Party from Halloween, the rip going directly between himself and Mike. When he destroys his hideaway though, his anger is directed at himself.<br/><br/>For the life of me, I can’t find it, but I know I some something once where Noah Schnapp said that the most important person in Will’s life is Mike. Unfortunately, trying to search for Schnapp talking about Will brings up a million hits of him ducking the question of his sexuality. Now we can’t trust everything an actor says, as they often misdirect, but they will generally be given character notes to help them portray their role as the writers intend. Based on what we see, this statement certainly seems to be true. Will is absolutely jealous every time he witnesses Mike and El together. The others get annoyed with how Mike ditches them for El, but Will is shown sad, distraught. He thought asking to be his friend was the best thing Mike had ever done, but Mike basically said that it was inevitable that girls would change everything.<br/><br/>Despite not being shown any closure between them, Will seems to have made a peace with Mike by the time the Byers move. He donates his D&amp;D set to Erica, expressing to Mike that he’d just use his when he comes back. This tells us that Will not only expects to return, but that he doesn’t intend to play with anyone else. He assures Mike that it’s not possible for him to find a new party. This seems to be a coded conversation where Will is promising Mike that he’s irreplaceable. It’s a brief, but somewhat nervous, conversation. They both seem a little uneasy at what the other may say, afraid that the move could mean the end of them. In the end they are both reassured, and part with matching smiles. Will has managed to reconcile Mike’s place in his life in one way or another. Only time will tell what exactly that looks like, but Mike’s importance in Will’s life remains a powerful force. <br/><br/>Will loves Mike. He may not fully grasp it yet, but he does. This may be a terrifying revelation for him. It’s not an accepting time for gay kids, and his father already looked down on him for perceived homosexuality. My hope for Season 4 is to see him go down this road and come out happy on the other side. </p>
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Question: <p>What&rsquo;s your opinion on Jancy?</p>
Answer: <p>Jonathan and Nancy is probably my favorite established couple on Stranger Things. I’m not really sure what the outlook is for them, but they have a much healthier dynamic than any other couple. The only exception may be Mr. and Mrs. Sinclair, but we just don’t get a good enough look at them to judge. That said, these two determined teens are not perfect together either. </p><p>It’s my personal and somewhat professional opinion that the best foundations for a good relationship are comfort, trust, and mutual respect. Basically, the best relationships are those where each member is at ease in his or her partner’s presence, feels safe opening up his or her life to the other, and holds the other in high regard (though not on a pedestal). If this sounds like a close friendship, then good catch. Lovers should also be friends if there’s going to be a positive outlook.</p><p>Nancy and Jonathan sort of dance around these benchmarks. You definitely see levels of comfort, trust, and respect between them. This already puts this relationship above the hot and heavy foundation for Nancy’s relationship with Steve, the kid crushes of Mike and El or Max and Lucas, and the empty, resigned relationship of Ted and Karen Wheeler. Still, the foundation for Jonathan and Nancy’s relationship isn’t all that great when you think about it. There was a budding attraction there, but they were manipulated into getting together by Murray. </p><p>Now Murray has quite an eye for spotting attraction, but attraction is only one part of the equation. Murray is able to jab at each of them using their own fears: Nancy doesn’t want to end up miserable like her mother by taking the safe choice, and Jonathan is afraid of opening himself up and trusting others. He riles them both up so much that they confront these issues somewhat recklessly. Sorry, Murray, but shared trauma is not a good foundation for a relationship. It can be a way for people to bond, which could possibly lead to more, but Murray misses that little nuance.<br/><br/>Still, everything seemed great with them. They were a good pairing, certainly when compared to others, but there were flaws. Neither one of them ever fully accepted that the other has real problems, or at least that the problems were as bad as their own. We see this when they fight over the internships. Jonathan is justifiably nervous about Nancy costing him his internship. He doesn’t have the resources that Nancy and her family have, so this position is extremely important to him. Meanwhile, Nancy is hurt that Jonathan isn’t putting faith into her and the story she wishes to pursue, just like the “shitheads” (as Nancy’s mom called them) at the newspaper. Both of them have legitimate concerns, but neither is hearing the other. <br/><br/>Their underlying issues didn’t magically disappear just because they got together. Nancy is still afraid of falling into a safe comfort zone, and Jonathan still has trust issues. These problems will tear them apart as long as they don’t acknowledge each other’s difficulties and validate each other’s struggles. They didn’t reconcile from their fight so much as be forced to protect each other. This just generated more shared trauma, further masking any problems they have.<br/><br/>It seems that everything is ok at the end of the season, but if there’s one thing the ending a great job of it was leaving it unclear as to the state of several relationships. If you look at the big picture, what we got this season for Nancy and Jonathan was a look at flaws in their relationship, followed by them being separated. We simply don’t know what their long-term outlook is right now, but I think active viewers should be asking themselves about it in anticipation for Season 4. <br/><br/>In closing, I like Nancy and Jonathan, and I like them together, but they have a lot of work to do if they want to remain happy together. Getting together is the easy part, but sustaining a relationship requires trust, comfort, and respect. I think the relationship has been an important step in each of their lives. I think they admire each other, as well. However, the strongest part of their relationship is still the shared trauma. We’ll see what happens with all this whenever we get Season 4.</p>
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Question: <p>Could you possibly do an analysis of the Byers Family as a whole?</p>
Answer: <p>I’m honestly surprised it took this long for this to be requested. The Byers family is really at the heart of the entire story. I’m going to try and limit this analysis to the on-screen portrayal of the family. If you want more of a deep-dive that includes predictions and suppositions that draw on the writers’ background material and references, I would point you to <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a>. There’s some real next level stuff going on with her work, but I’m going to try and stick to what I know best. I will not be including El in this, though she may come up in passing, as we have yet to see any significant portrayal of her as a member of the family.<br/><br/>The Byers are a family of unexpected strength and love. There’s a lot there that would suggest a family in shambles, but outward appearances can be misleading. I intend here to go through the family one-by-one and then go into some conceptualizations of the family dynamic based on my understanding of psychological theory and human development. My memory on some of the details of the show may be off, so feel free to correct any errors I may stumble into.<br/><br/><b>Lonnie</b><br/><br/>I’ll start with Lonnie, though it’s difficult to really refer to him as a part of the family. Still, for at least a portion of this family’s development, he was there and active in the others’ lives to some extent.There is much we simply don’t know about the family dynamic when he was still an active member of it. What we do know, however, is that he was involved in Jonathan’s life until he was at least 10, due to the story of Lonnie taking him hunting on his birthday, but that he was out of the house prior to the start of Stranger Things. Jonathan would have turned 10 around 1977, so the Lonnie would have left his family for up to 5 years prior to the first season. <br/><br/>Lonnie’s actions, as portrayed in the first season, depict him as a selfish and callous man with very rigid ideas of masculinity. He would routinely try to force his sons to conform to these ideals. We can see this through the aforementioned hunting trip, which brought Jonathan to tears, and through his overall treatment of Will. The fact that a man would call his own prepubescent son a “queer” or “fag” is harsh even by 80s standards. He would also attempt to get Will to enjoy baseball, though even then it’s implied that he often fails to deliver on his promises to spend time with his youngest. <br/><br/>Lonnie showed up in the first season upon learning of Will’s apparent death. He would seem to be a concerned father at first, but Joyce would later learn that Lonnie was prepared to file a wrongful death case against the owner of the quarry that Will was believed to have drowned in. Money has seemingly always been a concern for the family, but Lonnie is the only one who even considers financial compensation. All of this says a lot about where his priorities lie and what his values are. <br/><br/><b>Joyce</b><br/><br/>Joyce Byers is, by all on-screen depictions, a loving mother and open-minded, friendly woman. It is curious as to what she would have seen in Lonnie (we will not assume Murray’s theories to be accurate), but conservative, small-town culture at the time certainly would have led many a woman to see a macho guy as ideal. Joyce has been portrayed in making many sacrifices for her loved ones, and she has a fiery temper that has come out whenever someone would seemingly try to get in the way of her taking care of said loved ones.<br/><br/>By the time we are introduced to Joyce, her priorities seem to be her children. She works as a clerk at a local general store, presumably not making much money. It is assumed that after Lonnie left she had no significant romantic relationships until Bob Newby in 1984. While Joyce seems to love both of her sons a great deal, it is suggested in season 1 that she felt closer to Will. Despite this, there was no apparent favoritism. Joyce did however, albeit unintentionally, trigger some issues with Jonathan during the events of Will’s disappearance in 1983. Despite the lack of financial resources (we do not know if Lonnie pays any financial support), Joyce tries her best to support her children. She even managed to get an Atari 2600 for Will, which, even after the video game crash of the early 80s, would have cost her the equivalent of over $100 of today’s money.<br/><br/>At first, Joyce welcomes Lonnie back into her life when he showed up after learning of Will’s “death.” She seemed exhausted and initially leaned on him for support. This changed when Joyce learned of his planned lawsuit against the owners of the quarry. She proceeded to lash out at him angrily, accusing him of never caring about his sons, perhaps giving us a look into what ultimately led to their separation (were they ever actually said to be divorced?). When Lonnie couldn’t even come up with what college Jonathan wanted to go to, Joyce viciously spat out that he has wanted to go to NYU since he was a child. To Joyce, not knowing something like that about your own child is reprehensible. When she brings up to Chief Hopper that Lonnie would refer to Will with gay slurs, the discomfort it brings to her is clearly visible. It’s purely speculation, but not out of the question based on what we know about her, that Joyce isn’t so much disturbed by the idea, but rather that she ostensibly allowed Lonnie to say such things.<br/><br/>As the series moves on, Joyce is shown seeking out stability and security for herself and her family. Her relationship with Bob was an attempt to rebuild a sense of normality. Bob took a genuine interest in the boys and clearly loved her a great deal. His traumatic loss affects her greatly. She develops an understandable sense of paranoia about Hawkins and the agency behind the lab which ultimately leads to her deciding to uproot her family and leave town to parts yet known. While her decision to do so is certainly understandable and well-intentioned, it could have unintended adverse consequences that I intend to explore further below.<br/><br/><b>Jonathan</b><br/><br/>When we meet him, Jonathan Byers is an intelligent young man and a talented photographer. On the other hand, he is also well aware of the family’s struggles, perhaps more so than Will, and is somewhat parentified. Jonathan is not social, and is shown to be something of an outcast at school. We do not know how far back this goes, but it is possibly a result of Jonathan needing to go to work to help support the family. Jonathan is more like his mother than his father, as seen in his unconditional support for Will and his generally sensitive and protective nature. While in many cases a parentified child is a cause for concern, in Jonathan’s case it may well have given him a sense of purpose that allowed him to weather the rough family life he’s experienced. <br/><br/>Indeed, Jonathan initially seems to derive little satisfaction in life outside of photograph and his family. He apparently had already resigned himself to a life of sacrifice, at least until he can try to make a life for himself through photography. While he would go on to develop a relationship with Nancy Wheeler, he never lost his fraternal/borderline paternal bond with his little brother. He literally fought monsters to save and protect Will on multiple occasions. It is quite possible that Jonathan fosters a continuing sense of guilt, as the only reason he was not home the night Will vanished was because he took an extra work shift. <br/><br/>With Joyce, Jonathan seems to almost see himself as a co-parent rather than a son. While he clearly loves his mother, he is not above calling her out and butting heads with her as seen in the first season. When Jonathan sees what he thinks is Joyce losing her mind, his reaction is an angry outburst. While there is not enough evidence, this could be a result of abandonment issues as a result of his father leaving.Despite his maturity, Jonathan is still just a teenager at this point, and one who is already blaming himself for his brother vanishing. He needs his mother but sees her as abandoning him. Joyce is going around and publicly making herself seem crazy. While the viewers know that Joyce is right, Jonathan reacts like any of us may. He comes around once he realizes the truth, but it is clear that he is holding in a lot of his own pain and he may hold some resentment towards Joyce, even if he is unaware of it himself. Jonathan was older than Will when Lonnie left, so he would presumably have been more aware of what was going on. He also would have been old enough to potentially blame Joyce for failing to protect him and Will. This last part is all speculation, however.<br/><br/>Jonathan’s relationship with Will is perhaps the strongest in the family. Jonathan helped Will build Castle Byers in response to Lonnie’s departure. He stayed until it was finished despite a rainstorm and (a presumably very young) Will’s lack of skill at actually helping. He would go on to support Will in all of his endeavors, blatantly encouraging him to dare to be different. He clearly doesn’t want to see Will succumb to the pressure of conformity. He makes it very clear that he supports Will completely and unconditionally. There is a suggestion here that Jonathan fears that Will may have a lingering desire to please their father at the expense of his own preferences.<br/><br/><b>Will</b><br/><br/>Will is smart, sensitive, artistic, and caring in a way that was discouraged in adolescent boys in a town like his. Will is heading towards the latter years of middle school as the series starts. Lonnie is already gone, but his influence is still there. Joyce dotes on him as much as possible, but time and resources are scarce. Jonathan takes on a hybrid father figure/big brother role to help keep Will happy. Oddly enough, given the circumstances of the plot, Will actually seems to come out the best. I will go further into detail below, but compared to his mom and older brother, Will actually has the most going for him.<br/><br/>I’ve already covered Will’s role in the family above, but there is a bit more to explore from his perspective. Will is the much-loved son and brother to Joyce and Jonathan, and the bane of his father. Joyce wanted Will to be happy, and made every attempt to bond with him. Will did indeed seem to have a good relationship with his mother, as shown in his excitement to see Poltergeist with her and his risking his life to warn his mother of the Demogorgon. We also see many scenes of him bonding with Jonathan over music, but their relationship goes deeper. Jonathan is someone who Will confides in his relationship with his father. Will also worries about Jonathan’s hand injury despite the fact that he himself is in a hospital bed, having just woken up after being in the Upside Down for a week.<br/><br/>Despite how good his relationships are with his mother and brother, Will is shown craving his father’s love. We do not know if Lonnie ever directly called Will a “queer” or “fag” or if he only referred to him as such to others, but Will does seem aware of his dad’s lack of support. Even though Will does not like baseball, he makes a pretense of it in an attempt to gain his father’s love, and he takes it hard when his dad does not deliver. It’s quite possible that Will harbors guilt as to what happened to his family, blaming himself for his dad leaving. Much like with Jonathan, this is speculative, but it wouldn’t be an unusual reaction for a young child whose parents split. <br/><br/><b>Development and Outlook</b></p><p>I will try to be short and sweet here. When one looks at the family as a whole, the many moving parts of the family and their environment quite frankly make sense. The family is portrayed in a reasonably realistic fashion. Lonnie’s displeasure with his family life, along with what is quite possibly dissatisfaction with his life in general, result in him leaving. These same factors left their mark on his wife and children. The Byers receive little support from the community, and are indeed seen as outcasts, resulting in reactions that range from indifference to scorn. This would lead to the Byers relying even more on each other and seeming even more like outcasts. The cycle is harsh. Even as you go outward towards more indirect influences, the Byers do not conform to conservative 80s norms, which sets them at odds with society as a whole. They are basically an island in a stormy sea.<br/><br/>This is where Will’s bright spot comes in. Will has what the others in his family lack, at least before the events of the series: friends. Will is not an outcast in the same sense of the others. While he is still scorned by the larger school population, his relationship with the Party serve as a protective factor. In other words, he’s better able to deal with the bad aspects of his life because he has his friends to fall back on. Joyce and Jonathan, on the other hand, only have each other. Mike in particular is a source of strength for Will, which is what makes the rockiness of their relationship in season 3 so hard for him.<br/><br/>Joyce and Jonathan would both form relationships outside of the family that make them better able to cope. Jonathan and Nancy have a mostly healthy relationship, and Joyce almost looks like a teenager in how carefree she is with Bob (before the plot hits high gear anyway). Joyce and Hopper aren’t quite as healthy, but there are signs that it could head that way before Hopper is presumably killed. <br/><br/>This is where Joyce makes a decision that she may come to regret. While her own attempts to develop a better ecoysystem seem cursed, Jonathan finally seems to have someone outside the family (indeed from a well-off family) that not only doesn’t scorn him, but loves him. Will has a group of friends that, despite some trials, is actually growing. Joyce, however, decides to separate them from these relationships in a well-meant attempt to save them from the town, the lab, and the Upside Down. It is hard to blame her for this, but the decision is nonetheless curious. She seems to be coming around to the idea of staying due to a burgeoning relationship with Hopper, which runs contrary to her tendency to put her kids first. One could excuse her for being clouded by grief, and we don’t see how she broke the news to Jonathan and Will (and El) or the aftermath. They all seem to have made peace with the idea, but the goodbyes are emotional, and Joyce herself looks upset and perhaps guilty, but this puts the family back to relying solely on each other, at least in the short term. Will they become stronger and be able to regain normalcy away from Hawkins? Will they end up resenting Joyce for it? How will El fit into this family? Can Will cope without his friends? Can Jonathan and Nancy’s relationship survive at a distance? How is Joyce going to be able to support a now-larger family? How will Lonnie fit into this? That all remains to be seen, but would be realistic elements to include in the next season.</p>
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Question: <p>My teeth are breaking</p>
Answer: <p>Tooth decay is serious business. See a dentist.</p>
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Question: Hey, I was so happy when I saw your post, welcome back!! I was wondering what your thoughts on Byler were after these few months.. Do you think it's ever gonna become canon?
Answer: <p>Thanks. Hopefully I can do a better job of posting.</p><p>My thoughts on Mike and Will have not really changed. There’s still plenty of evidence that their relationship will grow into romance. It’s really a matter of what the Duffers want to do, and what they think will be best for the show. If they don’t pull the trigger on it then I will be left wondering what all the buildup was for. </p><p>That said, I wouldn’t count on it being a quick, pretty development. Things may well get worse before they get better. It’s the 80s after all, so neither one will likely be eager to jump into a same-sex relationship. Will no doubt has issues related to any same-sex attraction due to his dad and the bullying he endured. Mike (and his entire family for that matter) is heavily influenced by what he’s supposed to do rather than what they want to do. Just look at how he lets Lucas influence him in Season 3. Lucas’ advice is rather bad (I mean, he sides with New Coke!), but Mike wasn’t thinking for himself. Speaking of New Coke, one could look at Lucas as being representative of what American society was being told to like and do in the 80s. It’s as if Mike was directly allowing society to dictate his actions.</p><p>The ending of Season 3 gave hope that Mike and Will’s relationship is not beyond repair, but it is left ambiguous enough as to exactly where they stood by the time the Byers’ moved. Their final scene and goodbye hug were both full of emotion, but also curiously short. This decision was likely as intentional as any others that the Duffers have made. There’s any number of directions things can go from there, but we were meant to be less than certain as to the status of Mike and Will. </p><p>I’m still expecting it to be one of the ultimate story arcs, but don’t expect it to be all uphill from here. Things could get ugly and painful, if simply because Noah Schnapp seems to love having to cry on camera. I ultimately believe Will deserves to be happy, though, and I think we’ll get that. I also think that Mike needs to overcome the family curse of following societal pressure, and find the courage to follow his heart. It’ll happen, but, like any good quest, it’ll be full of danger, scares, and moments of doubt.</p>
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Question: <p>Where&rsquo;d you goooooo</p>
Answer: <p>Oh, I’m still alive. I may have underestimated how much the new school year would affect my ability to post. I’m still lurking about, and I can see that <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> is keeping the analyses going for the fandom. </p><p>Thank you for noticing my absence though. I’d like to post more, but between counseling a school full of little disease goblins by day and tutoring at night, I just don’t have the time or energy that I did over the summer. I took today off to rest, so good job knowing when to send me a message. With that kind of ESP, I’m wondering if you have a number on your wrist.</p><p>I will do my best to answer any Asks. Just don’t expect the long essays I was writing before. </p>
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Question: <p>It feels like I broke my back</p>
Answer: <p>I recommend seeing your doctor about that.</p>
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Question: Also during will and mikes goodbye hug, like you were saying... enough time passed that they literally had enough time to turn completely around
Answer: <p>You know, I didn’t notice that before, so I’m glad you brought it up. I just assumed they showed the hug from the opposite angle as they broke apart, but Max is to the left of them in both shots. Mike and Will really did rotate 180 degrees during their hug. It could’ve been during the hug and they kind of did a little slow dance type move. It also could’ve been a situation where they hugged and broke apart multiple times before Mike stumbled off looking devastated. </p><p>That hug just lasted significantly longer than they wanted people to initially think. The only question now is why did they edit the scene like that? Personally, I think it’s because they want to properly build up the relationship. As eager as many people are to see Mike and Will get together, in the 80s something like this would not be easy for boys their age to accept or even realize. I don’t personally buy into them being afraid to pull the trigger or that they’re being held back by Netflix. If it’s in the plan, then it will happen. It’s just a matter of when.</p>
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Question: Has anyone ever pointed out (I’m sure they have) the fact that mike is literally standing in front of an open closet during that I love you/last kiss m*leven scene...
Answer: <p>oh my god…</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="640" data-orig-width="1280"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/61f78c7d1b701d814800f3c795f4a9e4/ebefca9ec02aab1b-21/s1280x1920/9e7a93ae158e2217bf59815b1f21d6ca104b8956.png" data-orig-height="640" data-orig-width="1280" data-media-key="61f78c7d1b701d814800f3c795f4a9e4:ebefca9ec02aab1b-21" alt="image"/></figure><p>you’re right…he’s literally standing in front of the open closet…and earlier in the scene he had gone into it to retrieve the stuffed bear, which has pointed out before as being a symbol for Will (and was formerly Will’s too). I did not notice that before!! I mean I knew he was in front of it, duh, but didn’t think about the symbolic/narrative importance of that fact…wow thank you for pointing that out!</p><p>since I went and rewatched the scene and yesterday there was talk about how the song playing here, “The First I Love You,” is the same as “The First Lie” from ST2 only slower, I will also point out that the riff/melody starts in this scene when Mike says, “I don’t really remember…what did I say exactly?” which proves that he <i>does</i> remember and he absolutely knows he’s lying about not knowing because he doesn’t want to say it again since it’s not true anymore, not Mike simply forgetting despite him previously being proven to have a pretty good memory. (It’s obvious he’s lying but still, more proof to support that is nice.)</p><p>It’s also been pointed out that “The First I Love You” is the song playing when Robin comes out to Steve after Steve confessed to her. In fact, the song starts once Steve starts making fun of Tammy’s bad singing with Robin, after it’s sunk in that Robin is lesbian and he’s accepted that his crush is futile. So then, “The First I Love You” is more than romantic love, it’s also a symbol of <i>platonic love.</i> Robin telling Steve about her crush on Tammy is a show of love and trust! She’s telling him that she loves him enough to reveal this deep secret that could have possibly ruined their friendship. Steve taking it in stride and making her crush feel normal by simply ragging on Tammy’s singing is him loving her still as a friend despite her sexuality.</p><p>“The First I Love You,” reaches its peak between Mike and El while El is kissing an unresponsive Mike. Mike, who stands in front of the closet he had just come out of earlier while the Will-symbolic teddy bear rests between them. It’s interesting that this song isn’t played in the cabin when Mike says he loves El (instead, a way more intense track is played behind Mike’s rant there which only adds to how the confession wasn’t romantic but a product of tension and stress) and it’s not playing in the supermarket when Mike tells El “blank makes you crazy” while trying to explain his possessive behavior. The song titled “Blank Makes You Crazy” is playing during the supermarket scene and it’s a soft and calm song made of three parts (bass, melody riff, and synth pads in the background) that’s cute in a “look a cute puppy!” kind of way to me at least. Anyway both those scenes are (obviously) before this kiss, but we don’t hear either of those songs during this kiss. Wouldn’t “Blank Makes You Crazy” be appropriate here given the song is soft, romantic, and is from a point when Mike acknowledged his poor behavior and was trying to tell El he loves her? Instead, we get the song that played between<i> Steve and Robin</i>, a song that is the same as “The First Lie” from ST2 as Mike lies about not knowing what he said and, we note that the song is from a scene between a potential couple who, as the scene unfolded, revealed themselves to actually <i>not</i> be a couple because one member of the duo is homosexual.</p><p>So, there’s a parallel between El and Mike and Steve and Robin throughout the music and the cinematography that paints El as Steve and Mike as Robin. Mike isn’t as in touch with his sexuality as Robin is, which makes sense, he’s only 14 after all and just realizing where his feelings lie anyway, so he stands and takes the kiss even though he doesn’t return it and is very confused about it happening in the first place. Him doing this while <i>right</i> in front of the open closet is the real kicker as it solidifies the reason why he doesn’t kiss back. It’s not just shock so he doesn’t snap out of it to kiss back, he stays standing there for a while longer, still in front of the open closet door, frazzled and well…look his face…he didn’t want that.</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="487" data-orig-width="460"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a3fd6f31a0712f08ea59855c8d3508c5/ebefca9ec02aab1b-36/s500x750/cc4ecf8c13758ae5b134253ae6d65830677d1e70.gif" data-orig-height="487" data-orig-width="460" data-media-key="a3fd6f31a0712f08ea59855c8d3508c5:ebefca9ec02aab1b-36" alt="image"/></figure><p>His face at the very end is up for suggestion about what exactly he was feeling there I guess but at least in the very beginning he was <i>not</i> here for that kiss. Why is that? Maybe because he’s not into El like that anymore, as the Will-associated teddy bear between them during the kiss implies, as the lie he’s trying to maintain about liking her requires more lies as the song itself implies. Because Mike’s <i>gay</i>, as he stands in front of the closet, actually steps in front of it during the entire scene where he lies about not remembering he said he loves El (because before she started to leave the first time he was to the left of the open door), and the song playing has already been used between Steve and Robin. “The First I Love You” uses “The First Lie” because it’s about revealing the lies and secrets and bringing them to light <i>through</i> love.</p><p>For Robin, she reveals her secret about liking Tammy through Steve’s love for her and her love and trust in him. For Mike, he reveals his lies and uncovers his own secrets through El’s love for him, in that he doesn’t feel the same way. He loves her, but he’s not in love with her, and when she says she loves him too and kisses him, he’s faced with the reality of that: knowing he didn’t want to kiss her back and having to process the reason why. That scene was so ideal for Mike three months ago. Three months ago he probably would have kissed her back without hesitation but he doesn’t now because he doesn’t want to, because he’s facing his lies head on if El says it back and now he has to come to grips with that. (As we see when he’s back home and a little dazed in the hallway and his mom comes to hug him and he kinda looks like he’s just letting everything sink in. Letting the <i>change</i> in where his feelings lie sink in now that he can’t hide behind the lies anymore.)</p>
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Question: hey, I've noticed this for quite sometimes and idk why nobody is talking about it but as we know in ST the music is really important and is a part of the story telling (in my opinion). So what I noticed is that in the soundtrack "the first i love you" (from ST3) is really similar to "the first LIE" (from ST2). what do you think about that and did you notice anything else from the soundtrack?
Answer: <p>Oh my god … you’re a <b>genius-</b> they really sound almost IDENTICAL!<br/> It was 100% deliberate.I mentioned in the past during his ‘love confession to El’ at the grocery store, Mike apologizes for everything<b> BUT LYING </b>(the thing that broke them up in the first place).  Aka because<b> the love confession itself, is yet another lie Mike is telling. </b>So of course he can’t apologize/promise to stop lying to her- because then he’d have to acknowledge he’s not romantically in love with her. He never says “I love you” to her face because subconsciously he knows he’d be lying to her. When he does say “I love her” it’s to PROOVE he loves her (to everyone else) and seems nervous and scared that she overheard. Because it’s one thing to lie to others to prove he’s straight vs lying to El’s face. Which is why he says *blank/it* instead of “love” . He says “<i>It makes you crazy…blank makes you crazy. Y’know like the word?</i>” Hoping she would just get it. So he could have wiggle room- in the fact he didn’t technically lie. And then he either forgot or just <b>LIED AGAIN</b>- and pretended he didn’t confess to her at the end of s3. And never said “ I love you’ back! He even tries to take the words back and  says about the prior love confession “ Oh! <i>Oh, yeah that.Man, that was so long ago. Um…”</i>  and starts to scratch his head and says everything he said at the cabin was <i>“in the heat of the moment stuff and we were arguing…”. </i>Similar to the love confession at the grocery store,<i> h</i>e tries to tell her in a round-about way that he doesn’t actually love her- hoping she’ll get it. But once again she misunderstands and assumes he’s just being shy.</p><p> So the fact that when El says “I love you too”  (Mike never responds back to it).As it plays the “ the first I love you” - which sounds almost exactly like “the first lie”. Was yet another narrative hint to the audience Mike doesn’t love her- and he’s LYING!</p><h2>Listen to it here</h2><p>“The first lie” song (<a href="https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yeBABOb8lDs">x</a>)</p><p>“The first I love you” (<a href="https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y68LnSZ_j3M">x</a>)</p><p>The only difference is that the first I love you has a slight buildup- before it becomes identical to the “first lie”- and the “first I love you” is slightly slower.</p><p><b>The byler-evidence is just piling up (more and more) with each passing day!</b> XD</p>
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Question: could you please do an analysis of jonathan? i’m curious to hear your thoughts :)
Answer: <p>I want to send a massive apology to whoever sent this request. You’ve been waiting quite a while for it by now, and I hope you are happy with it.</p><p>Jonathan is a sad case in many ways. Fans tend to focus on Will when they think about how much of an abusive father Lonnie was. It’s understandable when you consider how central Will has been to the story compared to Jonathan, and it sort of highlights the idea that Jonathan stopped expecting good things to happen by the time we meet him.</p><p>Jonathan is only 4 or so years older than Will, so he would have still been but a child himself by the time Lonnie left. We don’t know a lot about his relationship with his father, but what we do know pretty much tells the story. Lonnie took him hunting on his birthday (10th I think?) to try to “make him a man.” Jonathan cried over the fact that his dad made him kill a rabbit. We also see some physical aggression between the two of them. Jonathan seems unafraid of Lonnie, but he is still emotionally affected by past events.</p><p>Lonnie’s actions are not those of a cliche deadbeat dad. No, Lonnie instead seems to have the profile of an abuser. Every member of the Byers clan has emotional scars from his presence in their lives, and Jonathan is no exception. Unfortunately, since Joyce has to work to try and put food on the table, Jonathan was forced to grow up and take on adultlike responsibilities before she should have been expected to. We see him care for Will in a way that toes the line between brother and dad. We also see him interact with Joyce in a manner that suggests he sees himself as needing to be the man of the house. The strain this puts on him must be enormous.</p><p>We know Jonathan, and the Byers family in general, has a bad reputation. Steve points this out when he throws out a taunt about how Jonathan is a screwup like his old man and suggests Jonathan killed Will himself (Steve sure has come a long way). He’s socially awkward at best, and he is certainly an outcast to some extent. This all suggests that he had to forgo any chance at a social life in order to help care for his family. He doesn’t seem to hold himself in very high regard. It’s clear in Season 1 that he likes Nancy, but he graciously steps aside so she could be with Steve. He sees no reason why Nancy would want a screwup like him over King Steve.</p><p>Of course, we also see him try to deny his feelings for her in Season 2. Cupid himself, Murray Bauman, has to force the issue. Jonathan has trust issues and is afraid to open his heart to someone. Lonnie has made sure that Jonathan feels unworthy of love, which makes sense when you consider that someone like Lonnie would think love makes men weak. Luckily, the Byers’ boys are sensitive souls who largely take after their mother. Joyce must have been working hard to take care of her boys after Lonnie would do something horrible in order to help them hold on to this sensitivity. It’s generally socialized out of boys (especially back then), and this further stands to make Jonathan an outcast.</p><p>This sensitivity manifests through Jonathan’s nurturing instincts. He takes care of those he holds dear: Joyce, Will, and Nancy for the most part. With the limited resources of the Byers family, this is likely the best means the family had of showing love. He bonds with Will in a way that, let’s be honest, most brothers don’t. He really is basically Will’s dad and brother rolled into one. He knows what Will likes and dislikes, he shares music with him, he encourages Will to be himself, and he holds on to a fear that something bad may happen to his brother again (”Nancy, why wouldn’t he be safe?!”) </p><p>Jonathan is basically the exact opposite of his dad, and this is his greatest strength. Lonnie is a selfish, greedy, abusive, and manipulative man who likely hates where he is in life. Lonnie would likely blame everyone else for all of his problems. Jonathan is selfless, caring, and empathetic. He sees it as his duty to make sure his loved ones are safe and happy. He’s not thrilled about his life of poverty and struggle, and he does get angry at Nancy when she doesn’t seem to realize how important the internship is to him (given his lack of resources), but he doesn’t let that sour their relationship. He loves Nancy, trusts her implicitly, and sees her as a strong, intelligent woman who he is fortunately to share his life with. It’s truly a tragedy that they are also separated at the end of Season 3. I hope they can reunite in college.</p><p>Jonathan is a miracle for coming out of Lonnie’s “parenting” with such a caring soul. This is likely attributable to Joyce, and subsequently we can likely credit Jonathan for Will’s own sensitive nature (along with Joyce, of course). This is a family which, by all rights, should have become an absolute mess. Jonathan’s role in preventing that should not be ignored.  With Nancy’s help, he’s been able to find a measure of confidence and the ability to enjoy life. If not for the recurrent encroachment of the supernatural, I dare say he would have found contentment by now. He’s been starving for love and affirmation for a long time, but has been too afraid to ask for him. Along Joyce and Will, his overall likable nature allows us to feel for him. We want him to be happy, and this creates the dissonance that drives the emotional aspect of the plot when said happiness is torn away.</p><p>Season 4 should be at least partially driven by the question of whether the Byers family (which now includes El) can find happiness away from Hawkins. I suspect this will be a challenge since Jonathan and the others have been separated from their most cherished loved ones outside the family. I certainly hope they don’t gloss over this, as I feel that would be a lost opportunity.</p><p>To the individual who submitted this request, I hope this met your expectations. Again, I apologize for the wait. I still encourage people to make requests of me. I will do my best to answer promptly and thoroughly.</p>
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Question: <p>Of course this is just my opinion, I could be wrong.... LMAO THAT IS SO SARCASTIC TO ME THIS IS FIRST TIME IVE SEEN YOUR BLOG AND I AGREE 100% </p>
Answer: <p>I honestly wasn’t trying to be sarcastic here, but I can see how it could be read that way. In reality, it’s a sign of my age. When I was in high school I used to watch Dennis Miller Live on HBO. He’d start each episode with a rant (literally beginning with “I don’t want to get off on a rant here&hellip;”) and end the rant with “Of course that’s just my opinion, I could be wrong.” The show ran from 1994-2002, so, yeah, I’m pretty old.</p><p>Still, thank you for your readership. My posts will be less often now that I’m back to work, but I do still plan to post. I know I still have a analysis on Jonathan that someone has been patiently (or perhaps not so patiently) waiting for. People can still feel free to submit suggestions or questions to me. I will answer them as best and quickly as possible.</p>
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Question: Do you think they realized that, after the fight with Mike in s3, Will was portrayed as being specifically against Mike being in a relationship rather than the rest of his friend? He kind of eagerly helped Dustin contact Suzie and he's never been against Max joining the party in s2... what does this mean? We didn't get much "byler" in the last season, yet the fact that such an important argument (substantially about the main theme of the season) was between Mike and Will seems to be important? 
Answer: <p>Stranger Things is a meticulously crafted show. Every detail is carefully constructed to be appropriate to the setting. It would be insane for the same level of care to not also be put into the characterizations and relationships. We saw exactly what they intended for us to see. In the end, the question is whether or not it’ll become explicit. </p><p>The fact that Will only got jealous and angry with Mike was intentional. The fact that he was less angry with Lucas at D&amp;D, even though they were both flippant about his campaign, was intentional. The fact that he only got into a big argument with Mike was intentional. The fact that Mike was the one with most of the lines, and even had his hood down, when they found him at Castle Byers was intentional. The fact that we got to see Lucas try to apologize only for Will to brush it off was intentional. We were meant to notice the strain on Mike and Will’s relationship. Will may have been annoyed with Lucas, but Mike was the one he was mad at. I think it was intentional that we never saw Mike and Will confront this rift directly. I think it’s something we might see in Season 4, either through a flashback or from Mike’s guilt eating him alive between seasons. Sadly, we may never know if anything regarding this happened between the end of Season 3 and the 3 month time skip before the epilogue.</p><p>I disagree that we didn’t get much Byler. It wasn’t front and center, as it was in season 2, but I think that was the plan. We see two seasons of Mike fretting over Will, and then we get one where Mike almost treats him like an afterthought. Does that really not strike people as odd? I get that the heteronormative crowd tries to rationalize away Will as a side character, but open-minded people have noticed their closeness from the beginning. The devil is in the details for Season 3, though. Mike took Will for granted, yes, but his interactions with Will were far more genuine and natural than how he acted with El. With El, everything seemed forced and for an audience. In their big kissing scene, we literally see them start making out in a closeup without any real chance to look away. It’s so in-your-face that it’s almost comical. It’s treated similarly to Nancy’s hot and heavy, but emotionally unfulfilling, relationship with Steve. </p><p>What we see with Mike and Will is something of a “less is more” situation. We see Mike use his “Will voice”, particularly when Will senses the Mindflayer at the movies. We see that Mike is still on alert and notices if Will is upset, even if he doesn’t do anything to draw attention to himself. We see Mike and Will banter with each other before the disasterous D&amp;D game. We see Mike feel guilty for upsetting Will, and, in his own stupid, teenage way, try to put Will first (”we’ll call the girls after”). We see Mike unable to stay mad at Will even after Will insults his girlfriend. We see Mike chase Will into the rain. Not much happens after that until the end, I’ll grant you that, but Mike’s busy trying to convince himself and everyone else around that he and El are in love. Then at the end, Mike and Will’s goodbye is subtly emotional and natural, contrasted with the awkward and uneven goodbye he shared with El. Let’s not forget how Mike sadly looked back at the Byers house. There’s little reason for him to associate that house with El. I’m not saying he’s not going to miss her at all, but in that moment I think Mike started to realize what Will means to him. It becomes all the more impactful, to both him and the audience, when contrasted with the way Mike acted towards him in Season 3.</p><p>Of course this is just my opinion, I could be wrong.</p>
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Question: 1/2 I just finished binge-ing ST and have been scrolling through the byler tag the past few days. I think it was you who said that you changed your view of Mike from bi to gay-in-denial. Sorry, if I'm wrong, but if not, what's your opinion on the fact that Mike almost refuses to look at El after her shopping trip? At first, I attributed it to shame and avoiding her anger, but then I realized that the disgusted and confused look on his face might also be the realization he doesn't like...
Answer: <p><i>2/2 the girly look. I haven’t re-watched the other scenes yet to see how he looks at her after that, but if I recall, that’s when their relationship becomes the most forced. I’m conflicted, though, because in season 1, he did genuinely seem to think she was pretty in the wig and dress.  </i></p><p><i>Th</i>at wasn’t me, but I’d be glad to enter my thoughts into this topic.</p><p>I’ve read the thoughts of others, such as <a href="https://tmblr.co/mpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a>, who see Mike as being gay. I’m not saying I 100% agree necessarily, but there are certainly compelling arguments out there. Everything you say here seems to have validity to it, so let’s talk a walk through that breakup scene.</p><p>I personally subscribe to the idea that Mike is just “going through the motions” in his relationship with El. Whether that’s because he simply thinks there’s just a right way to do it, or because his heart really just isn’t in it, remains to be seen. What we can see though is that he’s doing everything he thinks he’s supposed to do to the point that he listens to everything Lucas tells him. We already know that both his mother and sister got themselves into relationships that they were expected to be in, so it basically runs in the family.</p><p>If we assume, for the sake of argument, that your theory is correct that Mike’s issues lies in El now looking like a girl, I might be able to lend a little psychological weight to it, though it doesn’t count as proof per se. In psychology there is a defense mechanism called displacement. Displacement is when we take a feeling or impulse that would be anxiety-inducing or socially unacceptable and displace it onto a more acceptable target. In this case, Mike being turned off by El’s new feminine look wouldn’t be something he’d want to express. Instead, he latches onto the fact that El shouldn’t be out and about and uses that to express his negative reaction. This would hypothetically protect Mike from having to acknowledge that he doesn’t like El appearing more feminine.</p><p>Mike also uses rationalization to avoid accepting any unwanted feelings after he is dumped. He makes it all about El and Max conspiring against him rather than accepting that he screwed up (or that he doesn’t care as much as he really should).  </p><p>We can see another pair of defense mechanism in play in his relationship with Will: repression and sublimation. Again, we will need to assume that Mike and Will’s feelings for each other are beyond normal friendship to the point of being socially unacceptable (at least in the 80s). Since these feelings are socially unacceptable and anxiety inducing, expressing them would be seen as a negative by both boys. The thoughts would need to be repressed, but the more subconscious impulses would remain. To get around this, the impulses could be sublimated towards a more socially acceptable aspect of their relationship: D&amp;D. This game is very symbolic of their relationship, and one just has to look at how afraid Mike is that Will is moving on from D&amp;D at the end. </p><p>Of course, there are other possible explanations for these events, but we’re still able to back up the idea that Mike doesn’t really like El, or perhaps girls in general. </p>
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Question: I find Eleven an extremely fascinating character and I think her character development would have so much potential if she wasn't fixed in this relationship with Mike, which I feel forced and mostly meant to give the fans what they want. I'd like to see her struggling, adapting, and as much as she had that friendship with Max it still went all the way back to Mike in the end. Their bond is special but I feel like she could be so much more. I'm not confident the writers will do her justice in s4.
Answer: <p>Sorry it’s taken me a while to answer this one. I had thought I answered all of my pending messages.</p><p>El’s main story arc has been her trying to figure out who she is and where she belongs. She spent quite a lot of time in Season 2 working on that. Then in Season 3, she pretty much decided Mike is all she wants and needs. Not a healthy mindset, but one in line with a 14 year old girl who learned everything she knows about love from Mike and soap operas. I think the entire point of Season 3 was that their relationship was not good for either of them. She was basically thrown into puberty without the social growth that comes in childhood. Crushes are intense, and they consume us, especially at that age.  The heteronormative fans can fawn all over Mike and El if they want, but it leaves me wondering what their ideas of healthy relationships look like.</p><p>The thing about the ending is that we’re not seeing El in any type of stable frame of mind. She lost her dad, she’s sort of losing her friends, and she lost her powers. The implication that they hadn’t been together romantically in the past three months, as shown by Mike’s confusion, along with her kissing Mike and confessing she loves him, paint the picture of a girl desperately trying to hold on to something. It’s another sign that her relationship with Mike has been more about security and stability for her. El has a lot of development left to go. She’s already years behind everyone else due to growing up in a lab. Everything she’s ever done was based on social modeling or conditioning. Even when she stood up for herself to Mike, she was still just mimicking Max, literally parroting her at times. She may have gotten the ball rolling by “trying things on”, but she’s not there yet. </p><p>If Season 3′s overall theme was puberty and change, then Season 4′s should have to do with self-discovery and acceptance. El, Joyce, and Will all have some soul-searching to do in order to figure out their new lives and come to terms with everything that’s happened. In addition, Mike will need to learn to live without both El and Will. As sad as it’s been to have the Byers family move away, it is the perfect, if cliched, catalyst to help multiple characters figure themselves out. I really hope they don’t magically have Mike and El transform into a perfect couple. I honestly feel they’d be better off as friends once they accept that for themselves. </p>
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Question: <p>okay but I don&rsquo;t know if I believe shit finn says anymore cuz he said during a livestream &ldquo;people think richie and eddie are a couple, they are not&rdquo; and reddie turned out to be cannon in IT chapter 2</p>
Answer: <p>LMAOOOO right see yeah, he just says what he’s gotta say for the promotion as any actor does honestly and if he said “people think Richie and Eddie are a couple, you’re right,” back then, he would spoil a huge confirmation that’s been discussed since the book was released. Also nuance is important, Reddie may not ‘be a couple’ but they could have interest in each other, Richie in particular, and still not ‘officially’ be a couple. So he wasn’t yet wrong saying that. I mean you could apply that to Will and Mike, “people think Mike and Will are a couple, they are not,” and yes, they aren’t, but that does nothing to answer the question of if they <i>could</i> be because of mutual attraction.</p><p>Also actors lie in interviews all the time to hide the secret reveal in their movies/shows; I usually take answers to questions that are explicit enough to warrant spoilers with a grain of salt. What they don’t say is equally important if not more so.</p>
Tags: 

Post id: 186862224568
Date: 2019-08-08 13:18:44 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/186862224568
Slug: i-read-a-post-about-wills-reactions-whenever-mike
Reblog key: pGuMNJEc
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: I read a post about Will's reactions whenever Mike and El were together or their relationship was mentioned in contrast to his reactions to other couples. I mean, it looked so obvious he was kind of 'sad' when Mike said he loves El and in general when they're together/mentioned but I thought I was just seeing things? Would you say it was done on purpose, or are we just misinterpreting? Maybe Noah didn't mean to convey that reaction?
Answer: <p>I can’t really see a reasonable explanation for it not being intentional. A TV show like Stranger Things is very carefully planned out and executed. In fact, the level of detail that goes into Stranger Things borders on excessive. I can’t see how we could be misinterpreting when we are repeatedly shown Will’s upset reactions to Mike and El. He is jealous and upset in a way that he isn’t with Lucas or Dustin. </p><p>So, really, we are seeing exactly what we’re meant to see. If Will wasn’t suppose to look sad, then they wouldn’t use shots where he looked sad. Sure, our interpretations could be off somewhat, but we’re not grasping at straws here.    There’s simply too many moments that suggest that Will is specifically upset to be losing Mike to El for it to be coincidence. He may not yet understand it, but what Will feels is more than friendship, and the same just may go for Mike. What I think we should be asking is whether this is something that will become more explicit, or is it something that is just to be left as subtext?</p><p>I imagine it can be tough for younger people to imagine, but there was a time when the only information most people had about LGBT people was bad. Especially in the 80s, it was mostly talk of AIDS, sexually deviancy, and religious condemnation. Positive depictions in the media were rare (though they did exist) and there was no internet, so the ability for young LGBTs to make sense of their feelings was greatly inhibited. In a small town like Hawkins, it is unlikely that any of the Party have had a reason to grow positive opinions about the LGBT community, if they even give it any thought at all. All this makes it actually quite realistic that Will (and possibly Mike) wouldn’t even know he’s gay yet. But now he’s leaving Hawkins, possibly for a bigger city, where he may be able to learn more about himself. The new setting, or perhaps the events of Season 4, could be the catalyst he needs to realize his orientation and start towards self-acceptance.</p><p>Now to wait 16 or so months for Season 4 to hopefully get answers. </p>
Tags: stranger things, will byers, mike wheeler, byeler, byler, stranger things 3

Post id: 186782709588
Date: 2019-08-05 03:13:45 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/186782709588
Slug: noah-schnapp-said-that-will-may-have-a-separate
Reblog key: W8d2DlPg
Reblog url: 
Reblog name: 
Question: noah schnapp said that will may have a separate storyline next season and that they’re filming elsewhere. do u have any theories on what that storyline may be? do u think he’s gonna be separated from the rest of the party majority of the season or it’s just gonna be a 1-2 episode thing? also when he says separate do u think he means just him or him with the rest of the byers?
Answer: <p>I think I read that somewhere in my post-Season 3 media binge. Honestly though, I don’t put much stock into what the actors say about the future of their characters. Even if they do know, they wouldn’t be allowed to say much unless they were instructed to. I personally chalk that statement up to wishful thinking on his part. Let’s pretend it’s true, though, because I enjoy theory crafting for Season 4.</p><p>A logical continuation of Will’s story arc would be his struggle to accept himself and to find peace with his trauma. He may feel a need to pull away to do this, but I just don’t know where that would lead. I personally don’t like the idea of a purely solo story, as I didn’t enjoy it when they did it with El in Season 2. I felt the entire episode with the gang felt disconnected from the rest of the story. I wouldn’t want a repeat of that. Will probably would be apart from the Party, and they set that up by having him move away. Mike would hopefully be coming to visit, or vice versa, since it’s the holidays, but Will needs to find his place apart from the Party, as he literally finds himself in the background with them. I think his story would have to include El, as they’ve still not interacted after three entire seasons. I can see them bonding, acting almost like twins. Maybe some jealousy involving Mike causes friction at some point. Of course, I expected that in Season 3, so what do I know?</p><p>I do think we’ll get a focused Will story arc though, at least as compared to his background role in Season 3. I’m hoping for an X-Men type of thing where his powers fully manifest due to physical and/or emotional trauma. I’ve previously written how I think Brenner will take advantage of a de-powered El and capture her for further experimentation, bringing Will along as a bonus. Again, though, I expected him to show powers in Season 3, but all we got was a Mindflayer proximity alarm.</p><p>I think a nice plot twist would be for a rescue team to go in after him, only for him to have broken free himself and rescuing his rescuers. Will deserves his moment of glory after three seasons of pain. It could be the culmination of his struggle to find himself. Alternatively, Will becoming 012 could be the cliffhanger for a possible Season 5.</p><p>In the end, while I have fun theorizing about this, I’m a counselor, not a storyteller. I was right about a couple of things when I made predictions after Season 2: Nancy and Jonathan shutting down the lab would result in trouble, and a rift between Mike and Will would develop now that El was back. The first was right because the lack of a government presence allowed the Russians to set up their own lab in Hawkins. The second, while correct, was a conspicuously insignificant moment. I wasn’t able to predict pretty much anything else, aside from Steve being awesome yet again. </p><p>I would highly suggest taking a look at <a href="https://tmblr.co/mpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a>‘s theories. I can’t even touch that level of detail, but we generally have similar ideas.</p>
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Question: What do you think of Mike and Eleven's kissing this season? Personally I felt it was sforced and disturbing and it made me kind of uncomfortable. Also the way they made them hold each other in some scenes looked too "adult" (and fake). I don't understand how they can be comfortable with this kind of things and then when it comes to Will being explicitly gay both the writers and the audience suddenly it's too much to say it clearly?
Answer: <p>I didn’t really want to think too much about their kissing since, you know, I’m a grown man who shouldn’t be thinking about teenagers kissing. I think that may have sort of been the point, though. When they have their little makeout scene, we are sort of forced to watch as it begins with little warning. I think we’re supposed to be as uncomfortable as Hopper was. It’s kinda age-typical, but, as Hopper would later say, they are constantly together. They’re clinging to each other with obsession and possessiveness.   Mike and El rushed into a relationship, but don’t really have anything in common and never really just talk .   Their relationship isn’t portrayed as a healthy one like Nancy has with Jonathan. It’s not portrayed as playful like with Lucas and Max. It’s actually more like Karen and Ted, who got together because it seemed like a good idea and now are stuck. Nancy managed to escape that same trap when she broke up with Steve, whom she really only dated because of the status (probably didn’t hurt that he’s attractive either).</p><p>The writers were focused on showing the party in puberty and all the change that goes along with it. El knows little about typical teenage development outside of what Mike or TV may have told her. I can’t really see Hopper being able to give her “the talk” either. Mike has to rely on his friends (mostly Lucas), TV, and maybe what he’s seen with his sister and Steve/Jonathan to know what’s “normal” relationship behavior. Both El and Mike are playing a part, which is why none of it seems genuine or natural. They care about each other, that’s not a question, but the romance looks forced because it is forced.</p><p>This is really because neither of them really know who they are yet. They’re at that stage of their life where they need to reconcile who they are and their values with who their parents, peers, and society want them to be. It can be a long process (Steve may have only just this season worked his way through it), and they’re only at the beginning. Their relationship is the result of Mike doing what he feels he’s supposed to do with a girl he likes, and El following Mike’s lead. By the end of the season, both of them seem like they may have made some progress. Mike seems more comfortable, and more like himself. El seems more self-assured and has interpersonal relationships beyond Mike. Consequently, this may be why they don’t seem to be on the same page with the kiss at the end.</p><p>Will’s situation is a bit different. He’s feeling increasingly isolated, and he likely doesn’t understand his own situation beyond himself being different from his friends. He (and Mike) clearly realizes that he doesn’t like girls, but, as far as he knows, he just isn’t there yet. Yes, he likely has feelings for Mike, but back then it would be very difficult for someone like Will to connect that to being gay, let alone coming to terms with such an idea. That’s a hard thing to explicitly show on screen, but, if we look closely, we can see how uncomfortable he is when Mike and El have a moment. This might not mean anything, except he doesn’t get like that when Max and Lucas are together, or when Dustin fawns over Suzie. The writers can’t say that Will is gay and/or likes Mike until Will himself can say it.</p><p>So, we circle back to the theme of puberty. Will is going through it as well, but, as with many, many LGBT teens, at least at that time, he is struggling with his changes in a way his friends aren’t. Puberty is hard for a lot of kids, but LGBT kids have a different experience. It’s easy for him to conflate his feelings for Mike with the friendship he already has with him. D&amp;D is important to him because it was something he’d do with Mike without the girls. He may or may not wonder why it bothers him so much that Mike likes girls, but not Lucas or Dustin. His progress through the identity vs role confusion stage of development will require him to confront his feelings for Mike (and boys in general). Back then, it wouldn’t be unusual for LGBT teens to conform to societal standards, but Will has a much more supportive family than most small town boys.</p><p>Ultimately, we wouldn’t want to force Will to confront his feelings just so we can feel vindicated as savvy viewers. This has to be a journey and process for Will, which I’m sure will be depicted through further metaphors in the main story (just as the monster in S3 represented puberty). I suspect we’ll see progress for Will, though the means through which that happens likely won’t be pleasant. Realizing he’s gay could be very traumatic for him given the treatment he’s received from his father and bullies. I came of age in the early-mid 90s, and I have the benefit of the internet, but I was still terrified with the realization that I wasn’t “normal.” As horrible as it is to let Will feel pain, we owe it to all of us who went through this to show the experience for what it is. I just hope he finds peace and happiness at the end of the road.</p>
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Question: The Stranger Things BTS Podcasts are well worth a listen. This week they reveal the Mindflayer monster is inspired by a major theme of season 3 - puberty. Like how a caterpillar dissolves and emerges as a butterfly, they say the kids are “entering their teenage years, they’re getting into their cocoons and we’re seeing them in their moments of disintegration. And the question is what is being built right now. Season 3 is us waiting on the edge of our seats to see what they become." 
Answer: <p>I wasn’t aware of the podcasts, so thank you for sharing.</p><p>Puberty is when we start to try and forge an identity, and the kids are certainly all over the place with that in Season 3. I’ll have to see what they say in the podcast, but I could see the monster being a dark reflection of that. </p><p>Erikson’s stages of development includes Identity vs Role Confusion, which typically occurs between the ages of 12 and 18. Teenagers who struggle to develop a sense of self run the risk of being forced to conform to something that isn’t them and develop a sense of self that is rather weak and superficial. The goal is to achieve a sense of self that is true to one’s own values even though there could be clashes with what parents, peers, or society wants from them. This process is actually depicted when Max advises El to “try things on.” We also see Steve being challenged to cast off his fake, popularity-driven persona from high school and accept who he really is.</p><p>One might say the monster tore away whatever weak sense of self that each victim had and replaced it with conformity, and Billy was able to break free because El was able to remind him of who he is. She went deep beneath his fake exterior to who he really was. </p><p>It’ll be interesting to see where this leads for the kids. I guess we shouldn’t call them kids anymore though. </p>
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Question: If "Mike only focused on Will in Season 2 as an outlet for his feelings for El", do you think Mike only focused on El in s1 as an outlet for his feelings for Will? The parallels with Will and El are just too hard to ignore. And I agree with people that if Will was a girl, I think byeler would be the one shipped the most.
Answer: <p>Yes, I absolutely think that based on what we saw. In Season 1, Mike is so eager to bring El along on his search for Will because he thinks she can help find him. She recognizes him from the group picture, she tries to explain the idea of the Upside Down, etc. She’s already seen him, and this gives Mike hope. Then he thinks she had lied when they pull Will’s fake body from the water and he absolutely blows up at her. He’s still focused on Will at this point. It’s been a while since I’ve watched Season 1, but I don’t think he started to develop his crush on El until after she reveals that Will’s still alive. I’m not saying a boy like Mike couldn’t develop a crush anyway, but his intense feelings for Will are already established before he seems to like El. </p><p>This is why I’m not convinced by the explanation of Mike projecting onto Will in Season 2. No, his behavior towards Will was very much in line with how he acted in Season 1. I also think it’s intentional that in the first two seasons he never has them both in his life until the Snow Ball epilogue. It ends up making sense that Season 3 was about him not being able to balance the two of them in his life, almost driving them both away, and ultimately having to deal with them both moving away. I’m not saying Mike and Will would be the most popular ship if Will were a girl, but it would certainly be more even. The fact that people keep calling them “friendship goals” is proof of the power of heteronormativity. You just have to compare how they treat each other with how they treat their other friends to see their relationship is supposed to be special. The Party as a whole is where the friendship goals come in.</p><p>Will and El are very heavily paralleled, and I’m certainly not the first blogger to point it out. I believe <a href="https://tmblr.co/mpAIgHzhBLEzu2-AvuwfArQ">@kaypeace21</a> has a number of good posts on that topic. I don’t think the parallels are accidental. I honestly believe that savvy viewers are supposed to pick up on them, as well as Mike’s conflicting feelings. The parallels will be ever more clear if Will indeed ends up getting the powers he’s been hinted at having.</p>
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Question: Do you think there might be some 'retincence' in making Will explicitly come out because it could somehow threaten Mike and Eleven's relationship? As if implicitly his come out would force the show to explore his and Mike's friendship as possibly more than a friendship, so that Mike and Eleven's own relationship would be sidelined and put into question because Mike might be something more for Will?
Answer: <p>If that’s what they’re worried about, then they’ve really screwed up how they’ve presented Mike and Will’s relationship. They both treat the other differently than they do their other friends. It just doesn’t make sense to me, from a writing standpoint, to keep it as subtext. It’ll feel like a lot of buildup with no payoff. Why would they ignore what could be dramatic character development? To me, it actually seems like they’re going to address it in some way. It’s become a bit more explicit each season, which makes sense since they’re getting older and the feelings are getting harder to ignore.</p><p>It doesn’t need to sideline Mike and El’s relationship. This is why I hated teen dramas even as a teen myself. It becomes boiled down to a “favorite” relationship, and only one can “win.” Neither relationship has to be sidelined at all. Yeah, they’d have to develop one side of the triangle to be platonic, but I don’t see why that can’t happen. </p><p>Mike and El have been shown to not be a great romantic pair, but they still care deeply for each other. They’ll be separated from each other, giving them both time to think. El now has time to learn more about herself, and she could very well realize that Mike isn’t for her, or she could realize he was right for her all along. Mike can have a similar opportunity to reconcile his feelings, as he clearly has strong feelings for both of them. He needs to come to terms with how important they both are to him and figure out how to find a balance so he doesn’t lose one or both of them like he almost did in Season 3. Will has an opportunity for growth as well, as he still hasn’t come to terms with himself. I’d rather he not have to swallow his feelings and never address them. It’s cliche for the pining gay character to remain sad and alone. He needs to confront his feelings for Mike and either confess or move on. I know I’m presuming that Will is indeed gay, but, at this point, they’ve left so many hints that I can’t imagine what else they could do without it being gay baiting.</p><p>In my opinion, if they wanted to sideline Mike and Will’s relationship, they missed their chance. I know Will was largely sidelined in Season 3, but all his scenes were either about his Mindflayer sense tingling, or his relationship with Mike. Mike showed concern for him. Will looked sad every time Mike and El had a moment. Even the D&amp;D stuff was really about him wanting to spend time with Mike. </p><p>I don’t know what the endgame is. Maybe Mike stays with El, maybe he gets with Will, maybe neither (oh man, imagine the reaction to the last one). It’s about the journey, not the destination. If he does stay with El, I would hope they develop a healthier relationship. I personally think Mike and El would be the conventional, but boring, choice, and it’d be too predictable. Though, to be fair, I highly identify with Will and want to see him be happy and get what I (and many others like me) didn’t at his age. No matter what they do though, I’d be VERY disappointed if they simply ignored Mike and Will’s special dynamic out of fear of how fans might react. We should be well beyond that in 2019.</p>
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Question: hi! I share a lot of your thoughts about Stranger Things,that's why I wanted to ask, how do you think season four is going to be? Now that the demogorgon is back, maybe a lot of ideas that they wanted to put in the first season are coming back too. Do you think Lonnie is coming back to the show? I really hope that doesn't happen
Answer: <p>The demogorgon wasn’t the only throwback to Season 1, so there could be more to come. When it comes to Lonnie, though, I’m not sure what to expect. He hasn’t been seen for two seasons now. He’s been mentioned, although not by name. We had Jonathan talking about “the day dad left” in Season 2 and Murray mentioning that Jim probably reminds Joyce of “a bad relationship” in Season 3, which are both references to Lonnie. I just don’t know how they work him in with the Byers having moved out of Hawkins. Maybe Brenner comes sniffing around and Lonnie sells them out, but that would mean that he knew where they went. I’m not sure I buy Joyce telling him.</p><p>This was a tough one for me to answer. I have a lot of theories about Season 4, but Lonnie never fit into any of them. I will go into what I think might happen though. I kinda want Season 4 to be more about the experiments and human monsters, and not so much the Upside Down and Shadow Monster. Let that simmer in the background and set up a big confrontation for Season 5.</p><p>The crux of my predictions relies on Brenner making a return and going after a depowered El and capturing both her and Will for experimentation. Will’s powers would manifest, drawing most of Brenner’s attention away from El. Kali would be part of a rescue attempt, as I see the Byers moving to Illinois to allow for both her and Murray to be used. Will may not necessarily be rescued by the end of the season should a 5th be in the works (more experiment time means more powers). </p><p>Mike will be a mess because he can’t go a single season without dealing with losing at least one of them. He will be almost reckless if he’s part of the rescue team. I think Kali would need to be there, as nobody is breaking into a place like that without some kind of help. Kali may not make it out, choosing to stay behind to give the others a chance to escape as she maintains an illusion. She may be killed or recaptured.</p><p>I think it’ll be a more Will-centric season. El won’t be in the background so much, as Will was in Season 3, but, without her powers, she will be struggling with her identity and ability to help with the season’s problems. If she isn’t shown trying to learn more about herself and how she fits into the world, I will be very disappointed. </p><p>I have no idea how to deal with the Russia element. There’s no way any of our characters are sneaking into the Soviet Union. I think our best bet is the Russians bringing “the American” back over themselves, or El/Will finding him (since we can presume it’s Hopper) through the Upside Down and bringing him back somehow.</p><p>Like I said before, I want this season to focus on the human element. Brenner’s experiments can help set up a Season 5 final showdown with the Shadow Monster without putting it center stage. Season 3 was just so big on monsters, but only hinted at both America and Russia still messing around with the Upside Down and supernatural.</p><p>Also, 1986 was the year Aliens came out. Paul Reiser played a corporate stooge who ended up betraying the hero. Let’s see if the Duffers try to make us think Owens isn’t such a good guy after all. He’s one person who would know where the Byers family is. I can see them setting it up, so the question is whether they’d follow through or subvert it like they kinda did in Season 2. </p><p>This was probably a rambling mess, but I’m writing it after a night of bad sleep. If it wasn’t what you were hoping for, feel free to resubmit a new Ask.</p>
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Question: If that's how Finn's fans reacted to a trailer of a movie, imagine how they would react if Mike and Will kissed in ST...
Answer: <p>Honestly anon, I’ve been asking myself the same thing for a few days now. And unfortunately, I think that this is one of the main reasons Byler will never be canon. The world isn’t ready for a big show portraying two boys in love as a final twist. It would sign its death sentence. The backlash would be too much to handle. </p><p>As you said, the reactions to Finn kissing another boy have been mostly negative. People are still massively homophobic, even if it’s 2019. They have been raised in their heteronormative bubble and can’t imagine it could burst. It’s too scary and they like their comfort zone. Can you imagine? A world without homophobia? We’d have to get rid of sexism and bias against structured and hierarchized sexuality first and it’s not gonna happen before at least a few more centuries (and probably never too) if we keep going this way. </p><p>The negative reactions to Finn playing an LGBT character sadden me but they don’t surprise me either. It was to be expected, unfortunately. As I said, most people are still very homophobic. </p><p>So, can you imagine if Byler became canon over Mileven? If the gay ship won over the heterosexual one? It’s been clearly established by now that us queer folks and Byler shippers have been harrassed and attacked by many Mileven shippers and heterosexual biggots who think we’re being “delusional”, “stupid”, and overall “gay” (thanks for the compliment my dude) for even daring think about Mike in love with another boy!</p><p>I mean, Will’s possible homosexuality has come out as a shock to them!!!!!! None of them saw the hundreds of gay coding ever since season 1!!!! It’s unbelievable!!!!! Not to forget that most people don’t WANT Byler to become canon. Mike being in love with Will is something they don’t see, don’t want to see, don’t want. They like Mike being straight, in love with Mileven. It caters to their little hetero hearts and brains. </p><p>And seeing the reactions to Boris’ character, I can’t imagine what it would do to the show’s popularity if it ever went that way… Can you imagine? The amount of hatred. The threats, insults and overall backlash… On Finn. Noah. The showrunners. It would be HUGE. They would demand a remake of the script. Playing a gay character usually destroys a career (it’s sad but it’s true). It can destroy a movie and a show. Canon Byler would kill Stranger Things. It would kill the young actor’s career. Noah would be seen as the gay boy from that gay show for the rest of his life (even if he’s not gay IRL). Same for Finn. Playing two LGBT characters? He’d be labelled forever. Mileven shippers would lose their shit. They would go crazy. </p><p>Stranger Things is Netflix’s cash cow. They would never risk endangering such a big money maker by taking the LGBT road for the main ship. Mileven shippers are the main targeted audience because it’s been proven that heterosexual girls/women are the most lucrative audience in a fanbase (friendly reminder that Fifty Shades of Gray overthrew Harry Potter… Yes, I know, that hurt me too) So go against Mileven and lose that audience/money for what? A gay ship? No, they wouldn’t do that. They wouldn’t be that stupid. It would be like shooting themselves in the foot.</p><p>Don’t take this the wrong way, I’d love for Stranger Things to be smarter than that and have Byler canon (my heart!). I just don’t think they’d risk it. Gay is still very taboo, especially for a big show, popular among teenagers.</p><p>And they wouldn’t risk it precisely because people are still massively homophobes. The backlash to Finn’s gay character is a painful proof of that. Honestly, maybe the Duffers wanted Byler at first when they created the show in their head… Will Netflix allow it? Not a chance. Too dangerous.</p><p>I will even go as far as to say that if Will was pushed to the side during season 3 it was for this very reason. Netflix probably saw Byler coming in season 2 and went all “NOPE!” so the Duffers had no other choice but separate them and diminish Will’s role and interactions with Mike in s3.<br/></p><p>I hope I’m wrong though.</p>
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Question: "Official sources have said that Mike was only focusing on Will in Season 2 as an outlet for his feelings for El," you're kidding, right? That immensely tender relationship in S2 was just Mike redirecting his feelings? And this is seen as healthy and proof Mike and El are meant to be? Are these official sources naive?
Answer: <p>Well, the one official source I remember is Finn Wolfhard from Beyond Stranger Things post-Season 2. I can’t remember if anyone else from the show said this specifically. In fact, if I recall correctly, Mike and Will’s relationship wasn’t given much attention at all by the marketing department or the media. Yeah, it could just be a smokescreen, but it’s still the closest thing to an official word that we have on the matter.</p><p>When it comes down to it, we just don’t know how trustworthy any of this is. It’s possible that it’s the truth. It’s also possible that it’s what the cast and crew are instructed to say. I do find it curious, though, that Mike and Will’s relationship in Season 2 wasn’t given any recognition outside of fans. Even then, the mainstream fans just called it “friendship goals.” I really don’t buy any of this. All one has to do is compare how Mike is with Will compared to how he is with hte rest of his friends. Even El doesn’t quite get the same treatment, though she does get some special treatment of her own.</p><p>If it was meant to just be them being good friends and Mike projecting his feelings then it was sloppily done. There are more than a few reasons to think that there’s strong feelings there before El even is in the picture in Season 1. The script specifically stating that Will was looking at Mike instead of the girl during the Snow Ball dance scene was really just icing on the cake, and I really have trouble believing there’s an alternate explanation for that.</p><p>Yeah, they may have changed course on this for any number of reasons. I did see that Finn got some negative feedback for his new movie. So, yeah, I can see people getting nervous and not wanting him to get typecast or have his reputation suffer. It would be foolish to think that the comments section of social media is representative of a fanbase, though. Any PR department worth a damn wouldn’t see that as the prevailing opinion. </p><p>My opinion is that they’re playing the long game on this, and that’s why Season 3 ended with him losing both El and Will. That’s also why his goodbyes with both of them seemed so off to anyone paying close attention. It’s going to be a major story arc for all three of them. Mike coping with being without one or the other has been a constant element to the story, and it’s too much to be a coincidence. Where it goes remains to be seen, but there is still hope for Mike and Will. When all is said and done, it’s more about the journey than the destination. Mike deserves to have the chance to work through his feelings, as do El and Will.  </p>
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Question: it might sound weird but your post made me wonder if el would've continued loving mike in a pure brotherly way if he didn't pursue her romantically.. i mean.. idk i don't want to be a mileven hater but i can't help it when realistically if will was a girl everyone would've preferred him with mike. they have such a solid foundation, they have the tenderness and the wholesome love? also el needed to grow as person first and gather experience before being given a boyfriend. 
Answer: <p>I don’t think she would have pursued a relationship if Mike didn’t first. She was basically following his lead. To her, being with Mike was simply what was supposed to happen. She never questioned it at all until she finally became friends with Max. Mike never seemed to question it either, and he obsessed over a girl he knew for a week. It was a highly emotional time for him with Will being stuck in the Upside Down, and then she sacrificed herself for Party, so him being worried for her is normal. It doesn’t explain why he thinks she is the love of his life, though. </p><p>This isn’t about being anti-Mileven really. While I do think Mike and Will would make the better pair, my main problem with Mileven is that it’s presented as a bad relationship, but marketed as a good one. They were in an obsessive, possessive, codependent relationship since she returned. Their breakup was not treated like a dramatic moment. El was legit happy to be spending time with a friend and figuring out what she likes, but even then she was simply following Max’s lead. She still hasn’t figured herself out yet. On the other side, Mike was such an obsessed jackass that all his friends pointed it out at some point. He bitched and moaned when he was dumped, and his attempts to make amends were clumsy at best. Contrast this with his desperation to apologize to Will. He didn’t think about it, he just did it. It insults my intelligence that they expect me to think that Mike and El are meant to be just because they’re on good terms after their fight this season. </p><p>Yes, if Will were a girl it would be a different story. It would essentially turn into a Team El vs Team Will situation where mainstream fans argue over who Mike is meant to be with. I’m glad this isn’t the case, because Stranger Things deserves better than some poorly-written teen drama ship war. </p><p>If these were real people, I would theorize that Mike is sublimating his feelings for Will onto El, and El lacks the emotional and social development to understand the dynamics of a romantic relationship or distinguish it from friendship or family. These aren’t real people though, and official sources have flat out said that Mike only focused on Will in Season 2 as an outlet for his feelings for El, and that he fell in love with her at first sight. It makes no sense, and that’s why it bothers me so much if it ends up being the case.</p>
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Question: <p>hi just wanted to say how much i enjoy your analyses! they're well written and thought out and through reading your posts i finally pieced together all the reasons why mike and el as a romantic couple has always bugged me when everyone else shipped them. they obviously care about each other so much, but it was so weird for a girl who just came out of a lab, barely even understanding what friendship is, to be put in a romantic subplot. </p>
Answer: <p>This is really the biggest thing that fans of the couple don’t seem to understand. I think it’s normal for Mike to be a bit infatuated. We’ve probably all had crushes at that age. El is different, though. She hasn’t had the benefit of natural socialization. She shouldn’t be able to understand her feelings well enough to even know what romantic love feels like. Season 1 showed her not understanding what Mike was trying to tell her about feelings. She was definitely attached to him, but not in a romantic way, and we shouldn’t have seen it as such. Crushes generally don’t work out because they prevent us from trying to be friends with a person before pursuing something romantic.</p><p>I think things may have been changed when Stranger Things was picked up for additional seasons. I read somewhere that the Duffers originally planned for Eleven to have died, but she was such a breakout character that they brought her back. Season 1 El is definitely my favorite iteration of the character. She was basically a fish out of water, trying to survive in a world she didn’t understand. She didn’t understand feelings, but she learned enough to be able to care for the Party and Joyce. Seasons 2 &amp; 3 reduced her mainly to “a girl with powers who likes Mike” to the point that I find her annoying instead. I wouldn’t mind it so much if it didn’t seem like we are supposed to think it’s a good thing. The couple is heavily marketed, though. People think they’re cute, and I worry that is influencing the show itself. Then again, people think Steve and Billy would be cute, so&hellip;</p><p>The only couple shown being anything close to healthy is Nancy and Jonathan. They care about each other, trust each other, are honest with each other, and do things that aren’t make out. Their disagreements are short-lived because of this. Joyce and Hopper have some (very understandable) problems to work through, but we can see they both were trying by the end of the season. Max and Lucas looked like they were good. They were comfortable with each other, had playful banter, and showed that they care about each other, but then we find out that Lucas had been dumped five times. That’s five times in about seven months. Not a great track record, even by middle school standards. </p><p>These are rather realistic situations (supernatural elements aside). Nancy and Jonathan have a shot at being the real deal if they can make the distance work. Joyce and Hopper (should he be alive) might be able to work through their issues and be happy together. We can expect Max and Lucas to eventually (even if not during the time of the show) break for good and go back to being friends. Somehow, though, we’re to expect Mike and El to be forever, even though their relationship has the most problems. Go figure.</p><p>My hope is they subvert the audience expectations here. Let El’s time away from Mike be what she needs to grow. Let her learn more about emotions and social skills. Let her realize that she doesn’t love Mike romantically, but she still does as a friend/brother. Codependency is not romantic, and the Duffers could do the world a favor by having their supposed flagship couple realize that.</p>
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Question: <p>I&rsquo;ve always been interested in writing analyses and analyzing character arcs, plotlines, etc. Have any tips?</p>
Answer: <p>It’s not an easy thing, and I wouldn’t even say I’m all that great at it really. I may bring something a bit unique to it in that I’m a trained counselor, but I don’t have any specific training in analyzing fiction. I’ll share a bit of my process with you though.</p><p>Any well-written piece of entertainment has complex characters who have their own traits, flaws, motivations, etc. These are what influence a character’s actions, which in turn create story arcs. You need to look beneath the surface and look for subtle cues and actions. You want to look at what you’re being shown, rather than told. Look for changes in characters, whether those changes are over time, situation-dependent, relationship-dependent, etc. If you can understand the characters, then the plotlines are a matter of the characters’ reactions to the events of the story. For example, Mike is motivated by a fear of loss (particularly of El and Will), so next season should have him in a bad way as he struggles to cope without them. </p><p>It’s like active reading vs passive reading. A passive reader will read what is on the page and will be able to remember what it said. An active reader will be able to understand what is going on in a story, predict what may come next, and pick up on themes, morals, or subtext. No good story is really predictable, but an active reader/viewer will be able to tell what’s coming up in a general sense. </p><p>Pretty much everything on a (good) TV show or in a (good) movie is intentional. They only have so much time to present the story, so only the most important parts are left in. Start asking yourself why scenes are done the way they are. Look at small character actions like eye movements, facial expressions, body language, tone of voice, etc. The actors are often given background information for their characters and scenes so they give the desired portrayal, and multiple takes are done until the director is happy with it. Sometimes actors are even told story elements that nobody else would know about until much later, as when JK Rowling told Alan Rickman a bit about Severus Snape that hadn’t yet been revealed in the story. This allows the actor to have a better understanding of how their character should act in a situation.</p><p>I hope this helps. I’d be glad to offer additional help, but I also suggest you look for the opinions of others.</p>
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Question: Case study of wheeler family please 
Answer: <p>This has been sitting in my inbox for a while, but I wanted to make sure I did a good job with it. My apologies to the sender for the wait.</p><p>The Wheelers of Hawkins, Indiana are a fairly typical small-town family. The quiet town is the perfect place to raise a family. The house is a good size for a family of five. The garage door is often open, showing off the cars and bicycles the family owns. From the outside, it looks like the very picture of suburbia.</p><p>Ted Wheeler, husband and father, seems content with his life. He goes to his 9-to-5 job, comes home to his loving wife, has a nice dinner, makes small talk with his family, then falls asleep in his recliner. It is perhaps a boring routine to some, but it’s just the way Ted likes it. He wants for nothing. He considers himself to have achieved the American Dream. He dozes in his recliner, his daughter Holly reading a picture book at his feet, completely convinced that his family is safe, sound, and happy.</p><p>Karen Wheeler, wife and mother, goes through her own routine. The carefully kept up house is her doing. Every room is clean and decorated in accordance with the latest trends. She can often be found in her kitchen preparing a meal for her family or on the phone speaking with a friend, a glass of wine always nearby. If one were to ask, she would say she was happy with her life. Her smile does not quite reach her eyes. There is a hint of dissatisfaction, perhaps regret. She attempts to speak with her husband, but gets only mumbles behind a newspaper or snores from an armchair. She attempts to reach out to her children, but they always seem to be hiding something from her. She feels trapped, bored, and alone. </p><p>Nancy Wheeler, the oldest child, is a study in contradictions. She is highly intelligent, but also impulsive. The very definition of a modern woman, Nancy is high-achieving and dreams of leaving her mark on a world that doesn’t value her hard work. Nancy craves appreciation and validation. She resents her mother’s lack of trust in her, but also seems to be hiding something. No, she seems haunted by something. There are times when her mother will attempt to connect with her. In these moments, Nancy seems like she wants to say something, but she never does. Their interactions have softened and are more frequent, but Nancy still seems to be keeping something back.</p><p>Mike Wheeler, short for Michael, is the middle child and only son. He is in the midst of puberty, causing his mother look up at her boy where she used to look down.    Despite his early teenage aloofness, Mike seems to love his mother. His annoyance when she dotes on him is not as genuine as he would want others to think. Like Nancy, Mike always seems to be hiding something or up to something. This isn’t unusual for boys his age, but the looks he and his sister share sometimes are. These are looks of understanding. They have shared something, and it’s something they aren’t willing to share with the family. Mike is not who one would call popular, but he has a close-knit group of friends. He can often be found with them in the Wheeler basement, a sanctum of sorts that no other member of the family seems to enter. Karen worries that Mike is hiding things from her. Ted isn’t concerned.</p><p>Holly Wheeler, the youngest, goes about her days in the care-free manner of a middle-class suburban child. She likes when her father reads to her, though that usually ends with both of them falling asleep. Sometimes her mother will take her shopping. She seems unaware of any of the strange behavior in her family and what that could mean. Sometime she will tell the odd stories that only a child can come up with, such as the time she saw a monster in the house of one of Mike’s friends. Karen is quick to hush her when this happens, but Holly doesn’t seem to understand why. She swears she is being honest. </p><p>The Wheelers are the typical small-town family, so long as one doesn’t look beneath the surface. Few things in life are ever what they seem. Ted seems content with humdrum monotony, but an examination of his family suggests there is much he is unaware of. This is a family that is anything but its outward appearance, and, in that way at least, they are may be completely normal.</p>
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Question: I agree with your post!! Mi/leven, right now, is just not a healthy relationship. They aren't compatible. All they do is make out and never actually talk. They care and save each other when things go to shit but they're already doing that for their other friends as well. After s2, Eleven hasn't actually interacted with the other kids, only Mike. So when El sought out Max, Max was weirded out bc El has never approached her, ever!! and it's sad that the people and Millie thinks Mi/leven r "goals".
Answer: <p>There’s definitely a bond between Mike and El. After everything they’ve been through, and everything they’ve done for each other, it’d be impossible for there not to be. There’s no intimacy, though. Mike is clueless, and El doesn’t know any better. I used to think El was just a badly written character, but now I’m wondering if her lack of social and emotional growth was done intentionally. She’s with Mike because of what he told her in Season 1 about feelings and the Snow Ball. They also bring out the worst in each other. Mike is selfish, snarky, obsessed, and carries himself with a phony cool he didn’t have before. El is possessive, suspicious, dependent, and she loses the curiosity for the world she used to have.</p><p>El seemed to be at her most happy and relaxed while spending time with Max. This doesn’t mean she actually loves Max, but it shows that she’s actually exploring the world and discovering herself. El has been controlled and hidden away all her life. Hopper and Mike may not have been doing it to hurt her, like Brenner, but they still did it. Max does influence her to break up with Mike, but it was to free her from that and allow her to “try things on” and figure out who she is. Max knows what it’s like to have men trying to control your life. While it’s sad that the two of them were kept apart until that summer, it did allow the writers to create a good story between them when El finally gave Max a chance.</p><p>Mike isn’t much better in this whole thing. He’s obsessed with a girl he hasn’t actually known very long. He was able to, unintentionally, manipulate her into a romantic relationship. I have my theories about all of that, but you were specifically focused on El, so I won’t go into it. Feel free to read my posts about Mike if you’re interested. Ultimately, he’s with El because she’s a safe choice. He still strongly cares about her, but it’s not a romantic love.</p><p>I hope those who see this as a strong relationship grow out of that. Maybe it’ll grow into one, but that’s not where I see it going based on what’s happened. It’d be a waste of El trying to figure out who she is if she fell right back to Mike. Mike, similarly, needs to be able to explore his own feelings. By separating the two of them, I think that’s exactly what Season 4 is going to produce. El will have spent time away from Mike, and (hopefully) not hidden away from the world. It’s set a year after the promised holiday visit, so I imagine something will happen during that visit that will set up the character dynamics for the entire season.</p>
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Question: It's interesting that the 'it's not my fault you don't like girls' has been phrased with the 'fault' choice. It's obvious that Will was mad especially at Mike after that campaign and not so much at Lucas, and that Mike takes it personally by saying it's not 'my' fault, not 'our' or something different like 'it's your problem if you don't like girls'. It has been phrased this way to make us wonder about Will's sexuality but also about his feelings, and to make us think: maybe it is Mike's fault?
Answer: <p>Eh, I’m honestly trying not to read too much into that line because it’s a bit too on the nose. It does seem worded in an intentional way, though. I focus more on the “don’t like girls” part, as that could have been worded any number of ways to still get a similar point across if it wasn’t about girls specifically. “you don’t like girls, yet” “you don’t have a girlfriend” “you don’t want to date” “you don’t want to grow up” “you just want to play games”. I read that they did go through other lines, but still decided to stick with that one. It was a conscious decision after doing alternates. It may or may not mean anything, though. The conspiracy theorist in me wonders if they ran multiple takes to cloud the true intent even to the actors.</p><p>The “It’s not my fault” part I’m less interested in. Will had just accused Mike of ruining everything to spend time with El, so it’s not unusual for Mike to be all “hey, don’t blame me” and whatnot. Will’s anger was directed at Mike and Mike alone (that is something I do think is significant), and Mike got defensive about it. His choice of words is interesting from a writing standpoint, not a character standpoint, as we have no reason to believe Mike thinks/knows Will is gay. The average viewer’s ears may perk up at the part about not liking girls, but they’re unlikely to draw a connection to it being Mike’s fault. Remember, a lot of straight viewers (and they are the majority of the audience) won’t recognize a gay character, let alone who they might like, unless it’s explicitly stated. But, who knows, maybe next season we’ll have a line like “I never wanted to admit it, Mike, but you ARE the reason I don’t like girls.” </p><p>What I find funny is that this is what it took for a lot of people to be all “wait, is Will gay?”, as if there weren’t already hints to begin with. These same people probably assumed Robin would end up with Steve just because she said she was obsessed with him in high school. Granted, that was a deliberately deceptive line, but we can see the much lower standard of evidence for a character to be straight.</p>
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Question: Can you do an analysis of Nancy?
Answer: <p>I’ve never officially sat down and made a list, but I wouldn’t be surprised if Nancy made my Top 5 characters. In my opinion, she’s had some of the best character development, and she’s generally shown to have realistic responses to what’s going on. </p><p>We meet Nancy in Season 1. She’s a smart girl, but, as Robin would later claim, is a bit of a priss. She’s close to her best friend Barb, but her real goal is Steve Harrington, the king of Hawkins High. She seems every bit an expy of a teen movie character from the 80s, and is likely named for the protagonist of A Nightmare on Elm Street. Her pursuit of Steve leads to her neglecting her best friend (I guess it runs in the family), who is promptly taken by the Demogorgon. This leads to the beginning of Nancy’s character growth. </p><p>Nancy’s Season 1 arc runs somewhat parallel to Mike’s. Her best friend goes missing, and she recruits an unlikely character, a weirdo, to help her in her quest. This alliance causes a rift in her existing relationship, similar to how Lucas and Mike fight due to El being brought in. Steve, unlike Lucas, doesn’t share his Wheeler’s concern for the missing. He’s not outright dismissive of Barb’s disappearance, but he isn’t taking it seriously like she is.</p><p>Nancy takes several levels in badass very quickly. She goes toe-to-toe with the Demogorgon and come out the other side. Had Steve not come back to help her and Jonathan, I don’t think she would have stayed with him at the end of Season 1. That is, assuming she lived. It was this potential sacrifice, Steve showing that he wasn’t putting himself above her, Barb, or Jonathan, that (temporarily) won her back.</p><p>Nancy refused to move on after she found out that they were too late to save Barb. Her guilt was immense. After all, Barb went missing while she left Barb to go have, ahem, fun with Steve. Steve, on the other hand, didn’t think it was helpful for her to dwell on it. He wasn’t being mean about it, and we’re not meant to see him as a bad guy for it. Nancy felt the need to atone for her neglect, though, and Steve was in the way of that. Nancy, above all, values people who respect and understand her. Steve liked her, perhaps even loved her, but he didn’t fully understand or respect her. </p><p>This is why she and Jonathan make (made?) a good pair. Jonathan understands her and respects her. He finds her smart, and they have the shared trauma that Murray enjoyed pointing out. If anyone could understand Nancy, it’s Jonathan. Despite running in different social circles, they were a good fit for each other.  Even in Season 3, where nobody seemed to understand anyone else, they’re the couple depicted in the most healthy, secure relationship. They have some moments of strife, that lack of understanding each other, but they’re able to work through them. They communicate the best out of all the couples. There’s an honesty and level of comfort with each other that only comes from genuine and mutual trust.</p><p>Nancy also shows the scars of her trauma, which I love. In Season 2, the feelings of guilt and loss from Barb’s death drive her entire story arc. In Season 3, she immediately thinks to check on Will when she thinks something Upside-Downy is going on. She’s showing post-traumatic stress, and she’s terrified of losing someone else the way she lost Barb. She doesn’t run from her fear though, instead she confronts it head-on. </p><p>I love her moment of bonding with her mother. It’s a great Wheeler family moment, and it reveals more than a casual observer might realize. Karen remarks on how proud she is of Nancy, and it’s clear that Nancy wasn’t expecting that. Previous interactions between them suggested that Karen was out of touch with her daughter (her entire family really). Here, Karen opens herself up, and, in doing so, establishes that she does at least want to understand Nancy, if she doesn’t understand her already. Karen has clearly given up on something, or several things, in her life to get to where she is. She doesn’t want that to happen to Nancy, and she wants Nancy to know how proud she is. I wouldn’t mind seeing more moments between them in Season 4.</p><p>We don’t really know what the future holds for Nancy. Will she and Jonathan find a way to make their relationship work? They’re both ostensibly college-bound anyway, so maybe they can find a way to go together. What badass moments will she have the opportunity to give us? Will she continue to be able to both deal with her trauma while also growing and thriving?</p>
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Question: What do you make of Will’s character being pushed into the background this season?
Answer: <p>I’m not sure what to make of it really. I had read the Duffers planned to give him a break this season, but I guess they meant give the actor a break. Will still had a pretty crappy season, the only difference was he wasn’t the direct target of a supernatural creature. I’d argue he left this season the worst off he’s been yet.</p><p>As for the season itself, his character didn’t really make much sense. He was whiny. He was single-minded on playing D&amp;D. Combine that with his over-the-top attempt at a campaign, and his subsequent breakdown after fighting with Mike, and it looks like we’re meant to see him as being childish. But it’s childish in a way he wasn’t previously portrayed as having. Yeah, trauma can cause someone to regress, but this was conspicuous in that we never saw him like that and we don’t really see any other signs of trauma (which is odd in itself). In fact, few characters seem to show much in terms of trauma. The best we get is Jonathan’s terror when Nancy asks if Will is safe.</p><p>I mean, that’s basically Will’s character arc this season. He complains about D&amp;D, gets into a fight with Mike, and then destroys Castle Byers. It’s not resolved, and we don’t even really know what the underlying cause was. He plays little role afterwards aside from being a proximity alarm for the monster. They honestly could have finished the season without him after the hospital without losing anything of value, since at that point they knew the monster was coming for them anyway. He gets only a brief (though subtextually meaningful) goodbye with Mike at the end, and a couple quick hugs, despite it being his family that’s moving away.</p><p>Part of me wants to say it was intentional. They wanted to de-emphasize Will and push him into the background in order to leave us wondering. It’s a bit meta, but it would illustrate how Will himself felt. I want to believe he will return to a prominent role next season. Mike took Will for granted, then he was gone. Mike won’t fully realize what he had until he loses it, and, though he’s come close twice, this was the first time he actually loses Will. There is potential for him to play a bigger role now, especially with the loss of El’s powers. </p><p>The more cynical side of me thinks that Will’s role just isn’t important anymore, and they honestly had no idea what to do with him. It’s weird because it clashes with how important he was in Season’s 1 &amp; 2, not only to the plot, but to Mike. Mike’s goodbye to El seemed to put the focus on her in both screentime and dialogue, as Mike is mostly concerned about staying in touch with her, not Will. Even the invitation to visit had an odd “Will, too.” tacked on at the end. I mean, that really didn’t NEED to be included, so it could mean something for Will, but it also felt like he was an afterthought to both Mike and the writers. Will and El had three months to live together before moving, and we still saw no interaction between them. </p><p>I hope they’re just saving a lot for Season 4. I hope we finally find out the truth on his sexuality (and I hope it’s done well), I hope we finally see Will and El bond, I hope Will is given a real personality again, I hope they actually address if he still carries any trauma, I hope they show him with some other special powers so he can be the hero instead of the victim, and, ultimately, I want my boy to be happy for a change.</p>
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Question: What analysis do you have about Mike? His character shifted a lot in ST3 but IMO it’s not surprising to see him lashing out at authority figures but lashing out at his friends and ignoring them? What do you make of that character progression?
Answer: <p>Ah, Mike. To attempt to understand Mike in Season 3, first we need to examine him in Seasons 1 &amp; 2.</p><p>In Season 1, Mike is depicted as a nerd, first and foremost. He is a bullying victim, as are his friends. He lacks self-control, often acting on impulse or emotion. He is smart, but he lacks Dustin’s worldliness or Lucas’ sensibility. He is ostensibly the leader of his friends, carrying himself with a level of stubborn authority. He mistrusts authority figures, as they are obstacles to him getting what he wants. Even Hopper, who helps save Will, is mistrusted at first, and then is shown to have hidden El away from him. He himself is the only one he trusts to take charge. The real motivation for Mike, though, lie in his relationships, or at least two in particular.</p><p>Season 1 begins Mike’s series-long character arc as being driven by a fear of loss. He is single-minded in this regard. While everyone is upset at Will’s disappearance, Mike takes it the hardest, and he’s the most adamant that they do everything possible to find him, including recruiting the strange girl with scary powers. He is accusatory if he suspects others aren’t as concerned about Will as he is. He stands up to his bully for what seems like the first time because the bully mocks Will’s “death.” He loses his mind and screams at Eleven when he sees what he thinks is Will’s body being dragged out of the quarry. His world fell apart, and he rides home crying and falls into the arms of his mother. He is despondent afterwards, and tenderly looks over pictures drawn by Will. These pictures are all he has left. He snaps at El for fiddling with his radio, bitterly resentful towards her for getting his hopes up. His hopes are renewed, fortunately, when Will’s singing comes through the radio. His raging internal fire, the paladin’s inner light, once nearly quenched, has been relit.</p><p>He is steadfast in his loyalty to El at this point, to the end that he defends her against Lucas. He certainly wouldn’t be wrong in doubting her for messing with their compasses, but he trusts her that she was only trying to keep them safe. If he doubts her again, they may never find Will. It’s been some time since I’ve watched Season 1, but I believe it is around this time that his bonding with Eleven kicks up a notch. I feel it is significant, or at least not totally irrelevant, that his feelings for her increase the closer they get to finding Will. I see it as an interaction of him associating El with finding Will, as his is overcome with increasing amounts of hope, relief, and gratitude. He is irrevocably bonded with El now, and his feelings for her become similar to those for Will.</p><p>This makes losing her traumatic for him. He obsessively reaches out to her for nearly a year, unable to accept that she is gone. We know she’s out there, but he doesn’t. He turns his attentions to Will, always being the first to notice something wrong. He’s terrified at something happening to Will again, and this time El wouldn’t be around to help. His hypervigilance perfectly fits the character we see in Season 1. He is the epitome of a paladin, keeping a steadfast watch over his cleric. He is still the same emotionally unstable, snarky kid, but is incredibly soft with Will. He is almost reckless in his willingness to stay with Will despite the dangers. If he loses Will, he’s got nothing left. We can see that meeting Will is his fondest memory. I do not think he was playing it up just to try to reach through to Will. </p><p>He is conflicted when El returns. His relief and happiness are so palpable that it’s hard to believe it was simple acting. It’s short lived though, as both Will and El are taken to separate, and highly dangerous, situations. He has no idea if either one will return. These are his two most important people, two people he’s nearly lost already, and he may never see either one again. In the end, they both come back safe and sound, and we’re left with just one question: what is life for Mike now that he has both?</p><p>Season 3 answers this for us after a hint during the Snowball scene in Season 2. Mike is obsessed with El, which is something that increasingly seems to hurt Will. In Season 3, Mike seems to take Will for granted. We see him ditch his friends for El. Though we get the sense that he’s gone on many movie “dates” with Will along with Max and Lucas, the dialogue suggests they are relatively rare in comparison to him with El. His inability to balance these relationships costs him both of them early on in the season. I’ve spoken about the contrasts in how he reacts to these before, but, in short, losing Will seems to evoke more panic in him. The paladin has lost his powers due to a violation of his code of honor. He is not quite the same, and must atone. For him this means repairing what he’s broken.</p><p>He eventually seems to regain both relationships, to at least some extent, by the end of the season. We see paladin Mike start to make a comeback, as he shows his leadership, bravery, and devotion again. It is all for naught, though, as he loses both El and Will again. This must be a cornerstone of Season 4, and Mike’s character arc in particular. How does Mike cope with this? How does it affect his relationships with El and Will? He shows unease at the idea of Will not wanting/needing Mike in his life, but El is the one he talks to about calls and visits. Mike still can’t balance his feelings for them. Distance is the ultimate test of a relationship, and it’s one I hope isn’t glossed over. These relationships are Mike’s character arc, and we need to be able to see what distance reveals for them.</p><p>My personal opinion is that Will truly holds his heart, but he’s unable to reconcile that, so he transfers (unconsciously, of course) those feelings onto El, a more acceptable target. This is why his romance with her is purely physical, without the intimacy and tenderness he shares with Will. He tries to avoid his feeling for Will in Season 3, but they come through when Will gets upset. This is the only time we see Mike mad at Will, and it comes as Will attacks his relationship with El. Even then, though, his anger is very short lived, replaced instead with regret. He simply can’t cope with causing Will pain, and he may not yet realize that he is the one causing most of it. I hope the Duffers allow this to be explored.</p><p>Of course, I don’t write the show, so this could all be entirely wrong. I hope I sufficiently explored what you wanted me to touch on here. </p>
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Question: Do you think the Duffers will be able to provide character development and story arcs in a meaningful way given the amount of characters that they have? Because this season many of them seemed to be ignored. The show is just getting way overcrowded
Answer: <p>I know I have other pending Asks, but this one won’t take long. Yes, I think they can provide meaningful character development. They did a good job in Season 2 after adding Murray, Billy, Max, and Kali. Every character still got good development, including the new ones. </p><p>I don’t think the number of characters was directly related to the problems in Season 3. The characters were just written without as much depth and contrary to previously established characterization. It made no sense that Joyce went from being hypervigilant about Will’s safety to being paranoid over magnets. Even when she found out that the lab was somehow connected, she didn’t once think to make sure Will and El were ok when Season 2 Joyce would have torn the town apart looking for them. Stuff like that can’t happen just to allow the story to move forward.</p><p>So I don’t think it’s a matter of CAN the Duffer/writers provide meaningful character development and story arcs, but WILL they?</p>
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Question: Billy’s redemption arc pleeeeease
Answer: <p>Let me preface this by saying I am a sucker for a good redemption arc. The idea that a person who did terrible things could atone and be forgiven is such a powerful thing to me. I will gladly discuss Billy and his redemption arc, and I will use another famous redemption story for comparison.</p><p>Billy was shown to be a number of things in Season 2, none of them good. He was abusive, controlling, racist, and belligerent. He did not know how to go through life and approach a problem without using violence and fear. This is a classic villain, complete with the lack of concern for the aftermath of his wrath. He taunts Steve, and makes it a point to dethrone him as the King of Hawkins High. He’s top dog, and he won’t settle for anything less. He uses fear to control Max, going as far as to make it seem as if he would run over a group of kids. He warns her to stay away from Lucas. One could argue it’s not racially motivated, but we seem to be meant to see it as such. He makes an actual attempt to assault Lucas, a 13 year old, simply for interacting with Max. </p><p>These are the actions of a violent man, but, more importantly, an unstable man. Billy is constantly on edge, ready to fly off the handle. It was not surprising at all to find him the victim of an abusive father. Billy shows his own fear as his father tears into him for not taking care of his sister. It’s not really unrealistic for him to twist this into controlling her, as that would be a means to avoid his own abuse. It’s not something he should be forgiven for, but it does change the context significantly. Billy isn’t a purely evil villain at this point, he’s someone trying to keep himself free of abuse. His actions are ultimately rooted in fear and insecurity. The seeds of pity begin to be sown. This man didn’t need to end up like this.</p><p>When he has his fight with Steve, Billy becomes completely unhinged. Steve starts off winning the fight. In Billy’s mind, if he returns from that house, battered and bruised in defeat, without his sister, he may as well reserve a bed at the hospital for when his dad is done with him. He’s fights as if he’s impervious to pain, and it’s likely due to running on absolute adrenaline. Losing is not an option here. In the end, it took Max threatening to take away his masculinity, which he worked hard to build up, before he relented.</p><p>After Season 2, we’re not meant to forgive Billy, but we are meant to see there is more going on there than meets the eye. He’s an asshole, but not evil.</p><p>Season 3 picks up with Billy continuing to court Karen Wheeler. Billy could theoretically pick up any woman he wants, so why go for Karen? I hate Freudian analysis, but I can’t help myself here. We’re later shown that Billy loved his mother, and it irreparably changed his life when she was driven away by his father. Billy is looking to satisfy that emptiness in his life. He wants a loving mother again, even if it’s not his own. He isn’t simply attracted to Karen, and this is why we are shown him resisting the urge to attack her, but not Heather.</p><p>Billy is also shown as terrified when the monster attacks him. He’s depicted as helpless. All of his masculinity, his strength, was powerless to save him. He’s supposed to be a tragic figure at this point. He’s being torn down, slowly but surely. He cries as the Mindflayer threatens El through him. He grovels and laments his actions in the sauna before the Mindflayer activates. He’s horrified at what he’s being made to do. Again, we’re meant to see him as not evil. Not good either, but not evil.</p><p>This has the workings of a classic redemption story. If we look at Darth Vader in the Star Wars saga, we see a man who followed a similar trajectory. He was a happy enough child, but his fears twisted him into something horrible. He caused tremendous amounts of pain and terror. In the end, though, he was redeemed through his actions. But his redeeming action wasn’t killing the emperor. No, it was saving his son, Luke. He knew doing so would kill him and require him to betray his master, but he prevailed. The important thing here is that Vader was redeemed because he earned forgiveness for his actions. Luke was able to see the side of Vader that he always believed was in there. He did penance for his destruction of the Jedi, the ultimately fatal attack on his wife, and the violence against his children. </p><p>Billy’s redemption is not complete, and unfortunately never will be. The problem here is that while he gave his life to save El, it was never El’s forgiveness that he needed. His biggest victim in his reign of terror has always been Max. Curiously, Max was seen as being worried about Billy to a degree that depictions of their relationship doesn’t support. Sure he’s her brother, but she fears for him as if she loved him. This was a characterization change that we would have needed to witness to allow us to fully forgive Billy and redeem him. Yes, we get to see that Billy was a much different person with his mother in his life. He was happy, and he’s spent most of his life burying that memory due to the pain it causes him. Not only is the memory of his lost mother painful, but being that happy, carefree child resulted in his father’s abuse. </p><p>What we needed, but didn’t get, was for Billy to sacrifice himself for Max, rather than El. We needed to see him struggle against the compulsion to attack Max, but instead we see him one-shot her as she tries to get through to him. There’s no warning Max to step aside, no hesitation to suggest he tries to resist, he just decks her and keeps going. </p><p>The writers could argue that El had to be the one because only she saw the memory that got through to him. (Side note: the Mindflayer seems weak to happy memories).They could have found a way around this though. Instead, we get a jarring end to Billy in that we’re meant to believe that Max would be that devastated at the loss of her abuser. Billy’s redemption falls short because of this, tragically ending an already tragic character. He dies human, but not redeemed.</p><p>One thing I would like to point out is a (perhaps unintentional) parallel to Will. In addition to their similar names, both come from broken families with abusive fathers and loving mothers. In Billy’s case, he ends up with the abusive father, but Will gets the loving mother. To me, Billy is a dark reflection of Will. Could Will have ended up like Billy if he were forced to be with Lonnie? Would Billy have been more like Will had he been able to stay with his mother? </p>
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Question: <p>I'm guessing this is a new blog. I am so glad I found it today. Thanks for the well reasoned and thought out posts. Keep it up!</p>
Answer: <p>Yes, my blog is new. So new, apparently, that I don’t seem to show up in search results yet. I’m glad your enjoyed my content. My friends only casually watch ST, so I don’t have anyone to really talk to about it. </p><p>As a counselor, I like to believe I have an eye for details, and I try to bring a sort of analysis to my reactions. Like anyone, though, I am subject to bias (I remember being a young bi kid in love with his best friend, so I easily buy into Will being gay), so, while I appreciate your compliment, take what I say with as much skepticism as that of anyone else who doesn’t work for the show.</p>
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